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_' ustice for all and Appeasement of None”

- 3 Nati ism and C: li
5 in Historical Perspective
By : K.R. Malkani
HE BIGGEST single problem facing the Indian polity today is
% L $ ‘communalism’. Very often it is white-washed with ‘secularism’.
oiolddl ag@]ﬂ io f®. d that in turn has made ‘secularism’ almost a dirty word in India. It
§ important to go into the genesis of this problem for a rational and
gum watad : diast (), 3a€ ooodr nicable solution of the same.
At mra sy s
7 am &Y. feam A, ARAT, ATRATE ATEA A, The communal problem as we know it today, began with the
: afeare (74) juslim’ invasions of India. Between 638 A.D. and 712 A.D. nine
atfact (afe=) 2 ifas had launched fifteen attacks against India in the Sindh-Baluchis-
gagrooot’ b Ll BN ujarat area. It was only the fifteenth attack in 712 that succeeded.
T GRAOFY 3. : (43500 indh was ravaged. Conversions, forcible and opportunist, took place.
\ SRS EOTL . the first communalist was born. A Durbari of Raja Dahir Sen had
aar: 9. & gF "ﬁ?" s 8 Yy braced Islam and become ‘Maulana Islami’. When he was sent with
FfAETT : AFIEA 530 F R0} ' Arab to negotiate with Dahir, while the Arab saluted the king respect-
e R TR
- oeq Aegw T woten fadw gl Communalism had been born in India. { i
. wEw wwiE qEErE {8
2 Worse followed when Mahmud Ghazni led his seventeen raids
» Bdlagum e wfaw = against India three hundred years later. His contemporary, historian
. & fenifiee aime=t glasn Biruni noted that Mahmud “utterly ruined the prosperity of the coun-
, s A g waar and performed those wonderful exploits by which the Hindus became
- i geEsA S4t EEHICATET e atoms of dust scattered in all directions. Their scattered remains
3 : h ish, of course, the most inveterate aversion towards all Muslims.”
bba e e ini was followed by Ghori with like cansequences. Even  after “Mus-
 f) TS FOAA, TEAL « iy v fagit, * were firmly seated on the throne of Delhi, barbaric incursions from

*

1 T ATEF-ATHATT » Y T R ATEIF jond the Khyber Pass continued right upto ~ Nadir Shahand Ahmed

S = » ff ST ArAAHT Shah Abdali in the eighteenth century. However, India was too big, too
* oft fafiz afsar FrEEa® al Taﬁﬁ lous, too well socially organised in the joint family and the caste, and
* gt argEa M » oY wigd fagarawt 00 well spiritually fortified in its philosophy and religion, to completely

* af farara 9 0 under, like Egypt or Iran. Therefore a positive interaction followed,
e esulting in peaceful co-cxistence at the people’s level.  Though religion
tinued to be invoked as a war-cry when convenient, armies became
more and more mixed, and rivals fought for territory, wealth and power,
not really for religion.

Y Z|raE AN
* o] aTgaT VST i
+ o qATET A * off FT TAT

it o5 =1 fagidt g -afzss caazAad
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Even Mahmud Ghazni's coins in India carried the figure of Lakshmi
—and at times Shiva’s Nandi—to be acceptable legal tender to the
people. In the interest of the economy, the Khiljis allowed Multani
traders and money-lenders to carfy ‘on their business unhindered as before
Very soon, writes Barani in his ‘Tarikh-e-Firuzshahi’, they were “rolling
in wealth”. The Khilji kings said they dared not stop Hindu religious
processions passing by the royal palace. ““They do not care for our power
and magnificence”, said Sultan Jalaluddin Khilji

Soon the State was vertically, divided between Turks and _influential
local converts like Malik Kafur Hazardinari and Khan-in-Jahan Tilin-
The Mughals warred on the Daccani kingdoms not only for terri-
tory, but because while Delhi was Sunni and _Turkish, Deccan was Shia
and native. (The Nizam Shahis of Ahmednagar made Marathi
official language.) This conflict created a’power vacuum, which Shivaji
came up to fill. The first nine Khalifas were all murdered. In 1258 the
Mongols sacked Baghdad and murdered the last Abbasid Khalifa. And
it was not until 1517 that the Sultan of Turkey appointed himself Khalifa
In the process the Khilafat had lost all its legitimacy, and Islam. its
unity.

Even the early Turkish dynasties had  no use for Shariah, by which,
ironically, extremist Muslims are swearing even in the twéntieth century,
‘Allauddin Khilji said he would do as he thought fit, and not what was
required by Shariah. *I do not know whether such commands are per-
mitted or not by the Shariah, | command what I consider to be of benefit
{0 my country and what appears to me to be opportune under the circums-
{ances.” Akbar said that Hindustan could not be governed by the Arab
ruies of a thousand years ago. Notes Prof. Mujib, author of ‘Indian
Muslims’ (published by i ), that Muslim
rule, “for the generality of Muslims, the Shariah was only an object of
reverence, not a body of law that was, or could be, enforced.”

When some local converts began to adopt the customs of Turkish
rulers, Sheikhi Gesu-daraz, leading Sufi Saint, pointed out that ~these Were
“Turkish customs, not Muslim customs—implying; -thereby, that Muslim
Indians need not adopt foreign Turkish customs.

While the Sultans and their Ulema and Kazis followed the official

political line, the Sufi Saints became. the real rulers of people’s
And these Sufis had no use for orthodoxy. Rumi said An'al Hag (1 am
God)—just like our ‘Aham Brahma Asmi.’ The Sufis also said ‘Hama U=t
(all that i, is God), just like our ‘Isha Vasyamidam sarvah’ (all ereatiof is
encompassed by the Lord). They sang and danced and drank—just i
the Tantriks—to the horror of the orthodox Muslims. But ¢

hearts. 8
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s::vv’vedrc thrilled. . The Sufis and.the masses lif, lamps on .the graves
ullya'?‘Al?: ;:xe Plrz contrary to_orthodox. Islam,  Said Nizamuddin

’ mand of the Pir is like a command of the P 5

o said that a visit to his Sheikh's tomb in  Ayodhya wusr‘{?:[:itiluaﬁ:
?r;exmxara:mg than a pilgrimage to Mecca.” - And he was moved by

indi songs with their tender charm, where Persian shasals. 1oft hin

Amir Khusrau sang : *“Mu i

rau sang : “Muslims regard India as paradise While
rest l?f‘lhe world is mere prison.” He added ”Meccl:c mi:'s;l w’l"k o
Delhi in reverence; its people are fike angels. S AR

‘The Sultan of Bijapur said e derived all

inesh. Paragal Khan, the Afghan ruler of Bengal,

n of Mahabharat every evening with reverence, Fr
i became a tern of endearment. ‘

his inspiration from
listened to the recita-
om a word of abuse,
Sang Amir Khusrau in Persian :

Amir Khusrau said Mecca should

80 round Delhi with reverence
“Kafir-e-Ishg-am ;

Musalmani ma-ra darkar n-ist.""

(1 am an infidel who idolises Love
{ olises Love; I have. no use for the islamic

aith..

.i.snwrtlllce x;l;n;rii;hl rule “":'L;\rklsed many aspects of urban life—even as
led to much Anglicisation — Hindu influence b

ot only by immigrants in India but also'in Muslim lands rjfal:nwo:;

: ndd:s;o-x Sgahlstdn extolled. idok-worship ; Rumi adopted the sacred

d; and Hafiz, saluted Indian “suttees”, Hafiz, the grea ian Suf

9¢t, struck the right note when he said SRR

“Haifza gar wasl kiwahi,
“Sull'kun bé aam-o-khas
““Ba Mussalman Allah-Allah,
*“Ba Brahman Ram Ram.

(Oh Hafiz, if you want to i
h Hafiz, be one with God, make peace with i
low ; greet the Muslim with *Allah-Allah’ and. the Hiy':;:ccwmh‘;::
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'\ The Hindus noted that the Koran also. says: “There must be no
ampulsion exercised in matters of religion. Unto you, your- faith. be
jelcome ; 5o my faith to me.”

Actually Kabir had already shown the way by singing that Kashi
and Qaaba are the sume — and Ishwar and Allah are also one ‘and the
same.

La ekrabha f-id-din ; Larkum
dinu-kum wale yadim ; Udu ela
sabili- Rabbeka beil-hikmate
W-al-mauezzatil hasanate.

Many prominent Muslims bore partly or wholly Indian names. These
included Yasoraj Khan, author of ‘Krishna Mangala’ in Bengali, Magan
Thakur, Prime Minister of Arakan, and Haridas, who became a disciple
of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

The Koran elaborates : ““To every pesple have we given a law and
h God. If God had wished it so, he would
et every people, in the way
¢ds. And et none laugh at any
han themselves,”

Hindus resisted Muslim oppressors, they
did not quarrel with Islam as religion

‘The Mughal Emperors drank only Ganga Jal ; they gave Jharokha-
darshan every morning and practised Tulya-daan every year — like the
good old Hindu kings. The court observed not only the Idds and Navroz,
the Persian New Year Day, but also Basant and Holi, Diwali and
Dusschra. Sarmad Fagir, who was born Jew, and who later converted to
Islam, ended up a ‘Kafir’, singing the glories of Ram and Lakshman,
Early in the eighteenth century Satya pir gave rise to Satya Narayan
Katha. Ghalib in a Persian ode to Kashi; ‘Chiragh-e-Daur’, said the
world had not gone to pieces only beeauses of Kashi. And in this very
century we had a phenomenon like Sai Baba of Shirdi, revered alike by
Hindus and Muslims.

Li kullin ja'lanamin-kum shira‘an
wa minhaja, wa lau sha-Allaho

la ja ‘alakum unmmatan-wahidah,
wa lakin leyabul-lowakum fi ma
ata-kum fasta-lequ-I-Khairato,
Yaayyoh-allazina amanu layaskhar
qaumun min gaumin,

4 ‘sa anakupa Khairam minhum,

The Mughal Empire was basically ruled by a coalition of Delhi and
Jaipur. We can’t think of Akbar without Man Singh— and we can't
think of even ‘Aurangzeb without Jai Singh and Jaswant Singh. As Prof.
Mujib puts it : *“While the: Muslim proclaimed his mission and trumpeted
his intentions, Hindu influences, moving silently and unobtrusively like"
the waters of a flood, surrounded him from all sides, leaving only small
islands where the flag of Islam flew high and defenceless.” While the towns
were islands of Muslim influence, the country-side was over-whelmingly
Hindu.

ln_olhe! words, according to Koran, God has given every people or
on, its own religion, specially suited to it. The Koran says :

The Hindu socicty also handled Muslim rule ina mature manner S e "
It resisted all oppression ; but it did not condemn Islam, just because the y-ul-Islami-un yaslam annaso mil-lessaneka wayadeka.
oppressor was a Muslim. The Hindu had been brought up on the idea of:
‘Sarva Dharma Sama Bhava’ and “Sarva Dharma Samananam’. He b
been taught to look with a friendly eye on everything and cverybody
(Mitrasya Chakshusha Pashyem). The Veda itself said -

(Noblest religion this, that others may feel safe from thee; the loftiest
im, that all may feel safe from thy tongue and hands.)

' The Hindus took Islam atits word and did not quarrel with it. And

Sant jl'ukaram, who condemned all kings as “Butchers”, went o far as
 : “Never forget to take the name of Allah first”, And Mahamati

Nilh,llhe spiritual forbear of Mahatma Gandbhi, resisted Aurangzeb'’s

iy, but in his Nijanand Sampradaya ‘Haveli” (mandir) there was no
only sacred texts from Hindu and Muslim scriptures.

“Janam Bibhrati bahuda vivachasam
Naua dharmanam prithvi yathoukasam.”

(This our motherland gives equal shelter to people speaking. di
rent languages and following different faiths.)
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W Mantag W s significant that Hindus ind Muslims fought together i 1857,
14 e vl i Pror aore, Cultural uniformityin India between 1750 and 18301
is Hindu liberalism and; ol Mujcb, “than there has been'ever before of sins™ - oo
ims appreciated this Hingu il ural e “than there has been'ever before or since.™ Actuall
Many:Muslils appecct eultural.uniformity became very
poet put it :

real afierthe death of' Aurangzeb in
07, and it survived right upto 1907, for full twe hundred years:
However, the British sowed the ‘seeds™ of Hindu-Mustim sepratism
e after 1857, (They also sowed ‘two otkier seuds of dissension :
ncocted the ‘Aryan invasion® theory to separate the South from the
h; and they got a Sikh leader, Kahan Singh, Prime Minister of Nabha,
ite the pamphlet *Hum Hindu Nahin Haiy" 1o, separate the Sikhs
the Hindus.) %
Shaken to their. raots by the joint Hindu-Mu
tbout dividing the two. Till then the Britiq
he Bengal Army, the Bombay Aray
all castes and communities in the
Bpletely reorganised the Army. There

*“Kahan aisec azadian ha muyasir,
“An “al Huq® Kaho aur maut nia pac?

hey
$ of
(Where el li 1 am.G

i 1 son 3
T i zeb, wrote to his cruel .
aptive by Aurangzeb, :

e pii dn e ancestors even after deat; s
i ho}\"‘l‘l’l‘:lrim, deriy me water to drink even in hf:. .
;i aShlv.’iji's letter to Mirza Raja Jaisiughdwars ;.lu;;t:;|e"(|kab_“|,Ah"w:“)

i hat Allah was the God of ﬂ‘ T

Pt oy (RAbM Msftiec He o i
gL obccn well if Dara, and not an uppress?r o hu‘ Wa;
) wnmd:‘e‘:shahjaham In brief, he was not ﬁgh?niimu“ .hud N
ha('! sf":'c;n oppressor whos wore by Islam. Shwﬂ Ll
resmlfng als — Siddi Hullal and Nur Khan 1 Sl
i Gcn:;ddl Sambal, Siddi Misriand Daulat K"a‘".the et
Adm"él;v;d lSingh's forces was 500 th!a‘:ls.h?"dhd:“singh-s e
S d was le

ighati, while the Mughal vanguar : :
szlgha(l}:‘ ;::\I’ll: ;};:Iap'sgvanguard was led by Haklrr‘x_ Khﬂn Suri
Jagannath,

slim action in 1857, they
h Indian, Armies were mix-
and the Madras Army had Indians
same units. After 1857,  they
Were now ‘separate regiments of

hivaji, Rana Pratap, Gury Govind Singh
had Muslim soldjers and Commanders

s and Muslims and even of Sikhs, Jats, Rajputs, Gurkhas, Mahars,
| Eastern U.P. and Bihar, whose soldiers had revolted the miost, were
declared “non-martial”, barred from rectuitimen 10 the Army, and
S crushed. That partly explains the gencral backwardness of
0 U.P. and Bihar to  this day.

Because Muslims had been more
Wreaked their vengeance more on

ipa as’ not a battle only between

T s Wbk Sk beleed. Dot
s e at he Third Boue of
e oo by Musliaf 1Sy Yol cf;a;\c:‘.jgi:‘dd_g;m o i
it Sadhu contingent of Shuja-ud-daula, Ne
B T thuls dviser was Pandit Kashi
ke e s Ry e achad fcsssll
L Ao ranipat, i
e . asecn g, Brure iy o taken to Kl 4§
it Sttt s were performed with du ceréimony by
a trophy,

active than Hindus in 1857, {he
Musiims than on Hindus. British
2 “Pandeys”—after Mangal. Pandey—

The Jama Masjid, Delhi,
For some years Muslims were not.
society in North India suffered
uffering  that, under the leader-
of Muslims decided to lic low,
nt of this growing Anglo-Muslim
Oriental Collzge, Aligrah, presided
8" Englishmen. Noted Lelyveld in
“The British professors enforced
ination unmatched by their pious
pal Beck was all in as. The popular

Sir Syed Ahmed, a large section
the British line. The instrume
€€ was the Mohammedan Anglo-
(DY @ string of “‘empire-buildin,
Aligarh's First ' Generation’ :

Raj himself.

: and: increasing synthesis. Even while
There was p(u;o“s:‘idmiﬁ‘c"?MZ's‘:rn'," cr::uslirf. they all h;g:}mlf‘?l vfﬂ
T l:‘;"la?i,s i Mecea were known as ‘Hind', AS EB. Hor
nronhn ](;"amA'chiwcmlc' putsit : “AlL the Mnhamlr; i i
‘cxpte)'ellrﬂnz‘\‘j‘:n;rn/\gxa Gaur, Malws,, Gujarat, Jaunpur and. B G
b i ; ¥ e it ilders, i
these tell us ma‘,";y :,:it i 1:1}:6‘?::;.; bv‘:hich ot }!‘: ;.:,y:.;: is
v s o good Mbhsamerani b gk
induism;

Very soon Princi
o1 of the situation was :
Khuda Ka, College Sir Syed Ko, Huleun pock Bahadur Ka."*

The nation belongs to God, the college belongs to Sir Syed but it is
fit of Mr. Beck that runs.)
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When people, particularly ‘in Bengal,. began 1o talk of Swaraj ang

2y B ish outbid the Hindus (two sides of a triangle will always b
X i by partitionin, = loul i gl ys be
ractise Swadeshi, the  British decided to Pum!:if::!:; Vol Musing jgreater then the third 1) and, in 1933, they awarded Muslims 33.3. percent
Fin 1905, The British also decided to ch:::ﬁ: el e O - ats. They, thereby, effectively killed Hindu-Muslim accord.

Card. They organised a Musnm_r:_elc:alcydon asked for, and receive Well established that the Partition plan was conceived and exec:

, a2 s de , and received, e ;

Lord Minto, rm Smﬂ‘ﬂ :‘lec]l?::g;cs and more scats and more jobs for Sh in their own—and the Ameri
assurances of separate

Muslims plumped for it only in
Muslims. It was a command performance. liance since 1906.
uslims.

It is now
uted by the
can  cousins’—imperial interests.

of their habit of A lim
It is now also well documented that Mr. Jinnah and
in secret correspondence all through the negotiations

ceroy's wife, noted in her diary that Dun=
Minto, the Viceroy's wife, no P o
L::szmu:/y;cemy's Prvate Seertary, had sent her 3 R
D e wnd Your Excellency a line 0 sy that o vt g i
i hip that wil a a
rk of statesmanship t
happencd. ‘oaayi'orAm::y along year. It is nothing less than thciﬁ’f:.'.’i s
]ndtnrh"i:‘;r‘ywa “millions of people from joining the ranks of the
back of sixty-

opposition.”

#8s in majority in the House ofiLords, and it could have stalled the

ian Independence Act for years. Mountbattens also played theiy

ster role in bending Congress leadership to their will and their wiles,

owever, it s significant that Pakistan was not demanded by the Ulema,

led by Aligarh Muslim University,

They set out to_bifurcate India; in
cating Muslim Indians !

in his recent book on Nehru : “It mt‘i:r:x'::“:

onalize the guarantee to the Musl\lms e r;’
. into-Morley Refc

inciple of separate electorates in the ‘f:'imous Minto- Mo:va e

B gg; c“’The Muslims had been given critical advantages i
of 1909. ightages, voting was made easic

Apart from separate electorates and weigh agr he paid tax on an income off

im could become a voter i 2 fRs. 3
Skl ;":)‘(l):)lml;er year while 8 Hindu had o have an income of 5.3
only R(:i 300,000). Similarly, in the aduates categon, o Mol
lakhs (Rs. » ¥ ears’ standing, W]
ate of only three ampls
Md-ed;ou‘:i:z: E‘:'d:e seeds of Partition had been carefully sown and amply
required thirty.

watered.

Writes M.J. Ak.balt
just three years to instituti

he event they only succeeded in trifur

The partition of a living political organism like the
fievitably led to much bleeding. And to this day India
ontinue to arm — and waste their substance. This may be

Indian  State,
and Pakistan
good  for the

1857 sealed Hindu-Muslim unity—
and the British broke that seal!

industries in the West — and for commissions for “leaders™
B only bode ill for the people of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh,

but it

i it Muslims

However, things did not come _a!)art ;‘r;;:::au‘mdi.‘ ll;llz;n{“nd“ ;o
joi indus i osing the Partition of Bengal. 3 '
Jo‘““_l "l'h“:::s ;:‘gﬂi:‘:he Lucknow Pact, making united c!el:an‘f ‘t;\lo
M!ls'h)'\n e\ilhen Gandhiji first attended a Congxc]i: :;:‘-oar’.d e il
N ithalohai Patel, then sporting a i

i i , an obvious corrupt o
i I‘“H“'a:d?s‘sa'::imMuslims jointly agitated for :.he v:eosr!l?}m"on
(112;2:‘0’5«1 ‘Sulwn of Turkey as the Khalifa of the Muslim >

It is important that the people of the Hindustan Peninsula see
ihirough all this, come to an amicable settlement of all issues, and effect a
at National Reconciliation. For there is no doubt that Hindus and
Muslims of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh are One People with a
mmon Destiny. However, before that is attempted, old cobwebs of
lisinformation and misunderstanding have to be removed.

i ilure led 1@
when the Khilafat movement :‘hd' f}’,‘g,?xx\uni
i i he British saw: .

i jickerings and violence, the o
S :‘:d ang abetted communalllsmA Separ?l:l Emha“hhn
they now ai nisations—Muslim League in 1906, Hindu n i hes v e

te or m

e o seprate and divide the people. !
o 1931 census, viere less than 30% o Ul
representation for *

However,

The Muslims, ‘according

Hindus think that all conversions were forcible. Muslims think that
9, I i i i
Indian population. Congress agreed to 32 H conversions were voluntary. The truth lies somewhere in-between,
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{iiny Converéions were forcible 5 many more were causéd by _temptations
ot land/office ;b many conversions, particularly in East Bengal, were
voluntary, (These péople were Buddhists, With a weak will to_ resist; and
they did not Havé the protectio of the caste structure) Both Hindus and
Muslims have €0 fecogiisethese facts.

MarlyHindus thirik ‘that Muslims \ere pro-British and that they did
ment. This, again, is only & half-truth
an Anglo-Hindu entente before 1905,
Muslims. resisted British rule-—

ot take part in the Freedom Moves
Fact is that, By and large, thére was
and an’Anglo-Muslim entente after that.
and English liguage and Western culture—more than Hindus. - Tippu
Sultan w4 the only Indian ruler who fought the British unto death. On
the other hand; Hindus in many arcas preferred orderly British rule to_ the
of ‘the cighteenth century, often presided over by decadent

As Bankim Chandra remarked in his historic novel ‘Anand
Math' = “No doubt, the Muslim rule is over and Hindu rule has not yet
been established. But unless the British take over, there is no possibility
of the revival of Sanatan Dharma. We shall advance towards the spiritual

by mastering the secular through the medium of English education. ‘Then
ing the Sanatan Dharma. The

there will be no hurdle in the way of sp
true Dharma  will rise once again. Until that happens, until the Hindus
become. knowledgeable, accomplished  and powerful, ~the British vl

continue to rule.”

lis, who

In 1857, the Muslims fought more than the Hindus. Beng
were to lead the Freedom Movement in another fifty years, were not Pres
pared for it in 1857. The Bengali Colony in Kanpur putup a sign-board
reading : “Bengalis, cowards, live here; No enemy of British. ™

I the 1921 movement lso, Muslims were more active than Hindus:
e 1930 and 1942 movements that Muslims kept away du€

It was only in th
the British. -In the INA and Naval

{o the sceds of separatism sown by
Mutiny again Muslims took an equal part
correct to accuse Muslims of a lack of patriotism.

On the other hand, many Muslims in India continue, as per old
ask for that,

habit, to complain about this, and
understood and explained

Hindu. These complaints need to be
jrritations removed.

Taking only the broad issues, complaint No.
there is much rioting, in which Muslims suffer the most. One need not &g
into the genesis of riots or the relative losses of different communities
' whether it is a Hindu or a Muslim who dies. if

it would, therefore, not be

to the irritation of thES
d theses

1 of Muslims is that

eptember 1989
s s
arat Mata who bleeds. Both, Hi
1 s h, Hindus and Muslims, must j
: ds. B . mustjoint
e Government to. maintain law and order or get out. In i “ciye::g‘cr
seris ere L. ¥
rythc o:]s“nolu;g. there must be an inquiry—and, condign punishment
musllf 'y and ample compensation. for the victims, At the same time.
F e r;cog,_used ]‘Im most of the time Hindus and Muslims are living
n and amity all over the land. The way p
L land. way some I
e lioee ; people play up ]
s and make political capital out of them, amounts to 4 defamatio i
four country and our people. B

9

Complaint No. 2 is ms d Ed

. 2 s that Muslims don’t h f
4 s have a fair share of
ion, Employment, Industry and Commerce. S

1 Muslims a

r p"vllazlclr;i;;zl\:cllc‘(oTC to attend government schools or start their

. o , il n-m.ybudy else., They can’t blame the Hindus or
: lrn:ncm fo.r their children not goingto school. Lack of education
urn affects their chances for employment. A recent study shows that

: Hindu grievances and
Muslim complaints examined

:o;xglh Muslims are 12 per cent of the total’ population, Mislims consi
o 1.2 per cent of the school population of India. It would seern
at the real problem here is their weak cducational tradition; very e

hmins embraced Islam. s

ism"l;ra%t‘ana!]y‘rMuslims were prominent  as soldiers, zamifidars and

. Their misfortune is that soldiering has mor :

- h g has ved far away from

: ::ews‘::'jl?g:w computer-reading; and zamindari has been nholis);wd as
falistic pattern of society. Th still v i

er | . They are still very prominent i the

rious arts and crafts, And these artisans fifid it more profitable (o' indet

fon that will, at best, get them a job carrying’ less money than their an-

tral occupation.

Indusiry and Commerce are fi “
| Industs 2 free in India, Many Muslims ¢

PP coming up il inthese s, Let more ofhéry) db fod EAGR

e here,again, seems (0 be ihat of o week teadition: very few
ishyas embraced [lam. | am remindéd of Haii Sir Abdulla Haroon

businessman, long-time President, Sind Provinciai Musli :

: i wvincial Muslim'League,

ufa:‘:j’;‘ Ml it S e e

one request to these accouritints : the: i

y ) i - they ‘should re: !

ind they did—to Keep théir mastét happy! L

'[eg(i:s]o::,l:sl?_‘ N:. 3 is that Ih:y‘dnn‘l have adequate representation in
3 and a fair share of political offices. Here the position is
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that they have equal political rights. Tt is true that the number of Muslim
legislators is less than their proportion in the population. But they more
than make up for that by securing the election of Hindus of their choi
who otherwise would not get clected and who, for that very reason, arc
specially solicitous of their interests. As for share in political power, it
gocs by party, and not by community. 1f, however, Muslims think better
e ; : -

hoof the world
has the RR system—they are welcome to sound out the various parties for
support on the subject.

Complaint No. 4 is that in a Hindu India, Muslims are likely to lose
their identity. Well if you are in a sea, you will get wet—and you can
hardly blame the water for that. In America, all comers get Americanised.
It is inevitable that in India everybody should get Indianised. Even Urdu
is 75% Hindi. The important thing for Muslims to note is that Hinduism
accepts great diversity. Among all the non-Muslim count of the world
where Muslims are in sizeable numbers—India, China, Russia, Balkans—
Muslims have a better position in India than anywhere else. (In the
Balkans, Muslims have been told to bear local national names— or go
away to Turkey. Albania, the only Muslim country in Europe, has also
asked its people to give themselves old Illyrian names and not Arabic
names,) These are facts that must be understood and appreciated.

However, with the spread of modern communications, a world-wide
process of increasing homogenisation is going on. Every society has to
separate essentials from non-essentials. And no society can afford to stand
out as a sore thumb—in the name of “‘separate identity”. A “‘separate
identity” which not only separates but divides and disrupts, would not be
acceptable anywhere. Here the real problem is created by Tabligh Jamat
which insists on Muslim Indians changing their Indian habits and customs.
and adopting Persio-Turko-Arabic ways. Every society has its limits of
toleration. In India these limits are wide. But nobody should strain these
limits to breaking point. Minorities have rights, and so have the majori-
tics. While every opinion must be heard with_respect, no minority can
presume to veto the considered will of the majority on issue after issuc.

Indeed it is about time that we got over this minority-majority
business and learned to live as equal citizens of a free country. Our
National Watch-Word must be: “Justice for All and Appeasement of
None”. The slaughter of Muslims in_Hashimpura near Meerut was gross
injustice: the yielding to communalism on Shah Bano case, was grosS
appeasement. We must steer clear of both these cardinal sins.

Much has been made of BIP position on Ayodhya, Minoritics
Commission, Article 370 and Uniform Civil Code. Commonsense demands,
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at the old unhappy chapter of mass destruction of temples—and their
nyersion into mosques—is closed by handing over the three most sacred
{and much desecrated sites of Ayodhya, Mathura and Kashi, to Hindus

\nd 10 reasonable man should have any objection to enlarging the jurie.
diction of the Minorities Commission to a Human Rights Comnition
o take cognisance of not only minority grievances but of grieva o
any aggrieved section of society. Eiie

As regards. the special position of Ja ashmir Sta

Article 370 of the Conslilution{)lhe BIP ZL;;’:: i ‘f,‘ef;’s'l".’f’.f :“5: s
ary and transitional provision”, and it contrary to the PPl
quality of all States in a federation. On the other hand, it would it
give more financial and other powers to the States, 50, that all of them
o than J & K_today Bds even in its so-called special

] A.s for the U‘niﬁ‘wrm Civil Law, it is a Directive Principle of State
ollc‘%/ in the Constitution of India (Article 44). The so-called ‘“Muslim
aw” has been amended in a variety of ways by various countries. Today

Truth about Article 44, Article 370,
Minorities Commission and Ayodhya

flo two countries have the same Muslim Law in all respects. Even Pakistan

respects, to the extent that even Pakistan has.

Perhaps not many Muslims realise that unti i

2 many til the Muslim Pes

Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937, Muslims in NWFP, Punjab, G:nsj‘::::
ind ‘Madras observed customary law. Moplas of Malabar observed
Natriarchal system. The Memons, Khojas and Bohras observed Hindu

When BIP takes this position on these four issues, it is only makin

declaration of its fith. (The Communist articles of faith, on the other
nd, are : class conflict, dictatorship of the proletariat and liquidation of
pitalism and imperialism.) Obviously BJP can implement them only if,
and when ther i Parliamentary_majorityfor these moves. The b
X pcl;;fic:] :v::edl::‘:cn;xs not prepared to discard its principled positions

: ]‘The BJP.bcIieves in the unity of the Hindustan Peninsula and the
uality of all its People. It stands for “‘Justice for All and Appeasement
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of None™. It welcomes diversity so long as it does ot destroy our overall
unity. It inyites the people of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh to get over
the trauma of the last fifty years, and draw on the_historic _experience o
preceding centuries to weave a new and happier pattern of life in the Hindus-
tan Peninsula. After all the hullabaloo about riots, most of the Hindus and
Muslims are living in peace and amity _most of the time. India and Pakis-
tan, with all their hostility, have never fought for more than two weeks at
a time. (Iran ane Iraq bled each other for eight long years!) Even in the
year of Partition, the best singers in Har Mandir, Amritsar, were Muslims
The men who  built the samadhi of Dr. Hedgewar, - founder of R.S.S., in
Nagpur, were Muslims, With all our diversities, we jn_the Hindustan
Peninsula are One People, whatever the number, of states. We can, and
must, live in peace and amity. ;

ILis this consciousness of - unity and brotherhood that made Shl
Vajpayee of BIP, then Foreign Minister, facilitate the movement of people
between India and Pakistan. And it is this same consciousness, that, given;
the opportunity, may develop into a “No War Pact” and even Joint
Defence. The next step could be a Common Market, with men and goods
moving as freely between India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, as between UK,
France and Germany. {

In this great scheme of things, there is no. room for communalism
and separatism, special rights and. special _position.: All gitizens must be
frce, happy, safe and equal in the lap of Bharat Mata. That is the faith
of Bharatiya Janata_Party. [

Deendayal Research Institute

Shri Nikhil Chakravarty
Independence Day DRI
Iimproving Indo-Bangladesh Relations

AST YEAR DRI had celebrated Independence Day by holding a
discussion on ‘Improving Indo-Pakistan Relations’. Participants
luded Mr. Kakakhel, Acting Ambassador for Pakistan, Maulana
faheedudin Khan, Dr. J. D. Sethi and Kuldip M

ayar.
This year the DRI celebrated Independence Day by organising a
ussion on ‘Improving Indo-Bangladesh Relations. The speakers in-

invites you to become a
ded Mr. Akram-ul-Qadar, Counsellor for Bangladesh in India, Shri

Life Member , . .
- hil Chakravarty, Editor, ‘Mainstream’, and President, Editors Guild

0] India, and Shri Chanchal Sarkar, well-known columnist

D R[ Shri Nana Deshmukh presided.
on payment of Rs. 1,000 only:

7-E, Swami Ramtirtha Nagar,
Rani Jhansi Road,
NEW DELHI-55

The function began with the hoisting of the National Flag and
iging of ‘Jana Gana Mana’.

After welcoming the distinguished speakers, Shri Malkani said that
rtunately Indo-Bangladesh problems were much less serious than Indo-
istan problems. - But'even so, problems were ‘there. From time to
© the Farakka waters issue hit the headlines.

Last year there were unprecedented floods in  Bangladesh; word
it round that India had deliberately released huge quantities of water.
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When an Indian flood relief team landed in Dhaka, it was promptly asked
to pack up and go home.

an integrated project, if Indus waters dispute can be settled why can't
India and Bangladesh solve the Ganga and Brahmaputra waters problems?

And then there was the perennial problem of influx of ~population
from Bangladesh. As a result the population complexion in our border
arcas was changing. Poor Bangladeshis were found in large numbers even
in Delhi, engaged in  rickshaw-pulling and rag-picking. Some time back
a dozen Bangladeshis were unfortunately shot dead crossing from India
to Pakistan. ‘‘Why can’t Bangladesh take better care of its economic.
development 2” And now Bangladesh had declared itself an Islamic state,
This would have consequences for Hindus in Bangladesh. It could also 3
have repercussion in India.

SHRI NIKHIL CHAKRAVARTY said that Indo-Bangladesh p.l'nbk‘ms
were qualitatively different from Indo-Pakistan problems. Even in 1947,
there was a serious move to have a third separate state of Bengal. How- 3
ever, the forces for partition of Bengal and the merger of the two parts,
.one with India and the other with Pakistan, proved stronger.

Actually much of Bangladesh has more water than it needs, |
spent my childhood in Barisal, East Bengal. People used to wait for flood
waters to spread out the silt. No. ploughing was necessary; scratching the
land was enough.

Kewal referred to the influx of people. There is also the problem
of Chakma tribals who had had to come away.

Let Bangladesh have full blown demoéracy. Let intellectuals on both
ides interact. Let there be free movement of books and newspapers and
all will be well.

The problems that beset
India and Bangladesh...

Shri Chanchal Sarkar said :

When the Dandkaranya project was being prepared for rescitling
Fast Bengal refugees, Dr. Katju, then Defence Minister, opposed the
scheme. He said Bengalis had not accepted the partition of Bengal as
final. They were living mostly in border areas, hoping to go back some;

day.

IS VERY GOOD that Malkani has thought about Indo-Bangladesh
relations for this year’s Independence Day theme. I have long had the
eeling that people in the north of India, and particularly in Delhi, are
omewhat obsessed by relations with Pakistan and there is endless discus-
sion of that subject.

When Fazlul Hug became Chief Minister of East Bengal in 195?75:,
he declared in Calcutta “Partition was the doing of the oot )
country”—many Hindu refugees went back. Again after the lit el
of Bangladesh, some old refugees also went back falongwit

_ Ifthere were an undivided Bengal in an undivided India, then its
Population would be something between 165 to 170 million, larger than
Uttar Pradesh and so by far the largest segment of a composite homo-

neous population of a notionally undivided subcontinent. The results
a good cordial and i i ip with , there-

are potentially extremely valuable,

refugees.

1 Kewal (Malkani) referred to the backward condition of the Bnngll;
désH economy. Actually itis no fault of Bangladesh. It has an agmcr ;.
conomy, with limited scope for development. It has therefore co]\']n Lo
bé dubbed an LDC, one of the Least Developed Countries. Actually
cconomies of Bangladesh and India are complementary.

A friend of mine in Dhaka once referred to Bangladesh as “‘our

In the euphoria of 1971, we did not work out an integrated project
for irfigation, flood control and power generation in Eastern India.

T .
SHRJ; GEORGE VERGHESE has prepared a project _::: Pg;r;::‘
Gregter, Ganga’, involving India, Bangladesh and Nepal. Dbl
of Bygladesh could be the Chairman of such a projeet, and Indis, VIES
Chairman. The engincers of all the three countries could collabora

We should be the last to criticise Bangladesh bitingly. All three
puntries in the sub-continent, and even Shri Lanka, are examples of failure,
faving reccived independence from the British—and Bangladesh from

Likewise the Farakka problem should also be hndled by econom’s
engincérs and ecologists. 1f Mekong River in South East Asia, can
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| Pakistaii—not one-otntry has been able to set up a stable administration,
yoked fo the'service of the peoplét particularly:te:disadvantaged people in
them. There are special reasons why the military in India have not becn
ablbts comé ‘out on top as it ha in Pakistn' and Bangladdéh, but the
tary forcés who are perhaps the 6th or 7th largest in the world,
area univérse untd themselves and, togethier with the ‘paramilitary forces
and the police, suck ina tremendously disproportionate amotnt of * our

resources.

If we are irritated that the ‘opposition in Bangladesh “‘cannot unite
and challenge the government then we should ask about our house of cards
‘Opposition_unity, 1f . very large number of people in the so-called clite
‘elasses of Bangladesh see no future for themselves or their children in the
country, and scrabble to find a_berth abroad, thenis that very different
from the situation here? Because- our population is larger, the impact of
the drain is less here than in Bangladesh or Sri Lanka.

*Ifitis alleged that  elections in Bangladesh have been rigged, one
should ask oneself about the character of several elections in Kashmir and
the fairness of elections held in large parts of states like Bihar.
n the sinews.of the Election (Com-

generally,
Oric should-also question the strength i
missioner of India. But it should be said in conclusion that elections in

India, whatever: the drawbacks of the electoral process and election fund-
ing, are much fairer than in the other countries of the sub-continent.

Shri N 7 i b ’ )
£ Shri Nana Dﬂ.;lmtulxh presenting DRI Publication'to  the*Counsdilo
- or Bangladesh and Shri Chanchal"Sarkar o
ut the buses and trains to Aj g
< b a Jmer, they have difficulty SServations,
1‘1: ;r_m;gcmems for stay in Ajmer are not very giyd”"x;ymi;‘::m"s”
Jjmer casy and comfortable, India'would at ohe stroke vjrri;;:']:v‘;\

ed because of its economic _tribula- Ao
IS relation's with Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is particularly di
tions. About 80 per cent of the development budget of ‘the country
depends on foreign aid, dnd'agriculture, iristead of being'a b6, has bech
a steadily declining resource, Year aftef year Bangladesh has been knock:
ed about by hurricances and floods. These would once have been-consider:
ed acts of God but itis now clear that theyare very much the results of

the acts of man,

e s senm

Someone was tellin :

~ So s g me the other day that he

L e ) that he used to run a s

3 ly: r:log'cv‘;galrlf. om Calcatt Tiie circtlatioh was some 9(; r(l;(l;vxm:r:;
angladesh, - hestold mey used ‘to'take? 251000 éapi‘edmeger’

= ; " Chanchal Sarkar's si

improving relationships With
should S

A .mxg_ youf‘?nzgos; the table and arrange his"own transport’ 16 Bang:

o un,d‘ s(rg is d ban ol should‘say, 4 $triét tontrol et

e other publications from ‘crossing 'the "boraus of
e !anhe sports weekly discloses'is the tremendous hingtt
e mér:‘guiges‘:' ro;_ ||(cra;urc and news material from India
ainly i’ i hunger Is reci i B i
B Eg reciprocated ‘i West Benglll. Here,
ieaddi ould ' take uilaieral’ decision to #llow i
Rt wrcets i ot B ‘e‘gs ?d; T i et oy
o people freely. Let Bangladesh ' e as festrictive

If weare to consider: the ways, of.
‘Bangladesh we: ought to first say thata_country as  bigas India
not hesitate to act unilaterally. For instance, the rail connection with:
India broken in 1965 war with Pakistan has still not been, restored. Theré
o be several convenicnt road Jinks between the. two._countries. Indid 3
should keep work in readiness on the Indian side. 1

ion o the people of Sri Lanka to come to Indid
cople’ from Bangld®
panicuh\rlf

The greatest attract
is to visit the Buddhist pilgrimage places. Similarly pe
o visit the [slamic pilgrim spots i this country,
* Every-time they come they have to enquifs

désh come t
the Dargah at Ajmer Shari
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With the change of opinion that this will bring about in Bangladesh,
it is difficult to see how the restrications will be allowed to work one way

There are two disquieting things about today’s Bangladesh. One i
the rise of Islamic and, as a -
mentalism, though more muted, among non-Muslims. This last isa new
factor. Islam was indeed the reason why the people of East Bengal opted
to part from West Bengal and India. Looking back, it is not difficult to
justify the decision to separate. The Hindus were enormously dominant
economically, socially and, as landlords, they treated their Muslim
tenants or neighbours with undisguised contempt. It was the social discri-
mination and insults that led to a separate East Pakistan. As time has
shown to both Muslims and Hindus, religion was not the correct reason
for partition. In any case, it was not religion but a _travesty of it which
brought about hatred, discrimination and even communal warfare,

Muslims had also been very surprised and pained to find that in their
steugele with West Pakistan they found very litdle support from other
Islamic nations. 1 is against this background that it is both' surprising
and a little frightening to sec the determined steps which the government
of Bangladesh, first under Gen Zia and much more o under Gen. Ershad,
have been taking towards Islamising their countries. It is true that there
has been strong encouragement, backed up by financial assistance, from
a number of Middle-Eastern states who are themselves extremely orthodox
and fundamentalist. But this cannot be the excuse for the present admini
{ration of Bangladesh. 1t can only be political opportunism, the motive
being emotional support and, where necessary, the vote:

Even after the several spurts of migration from Bangladesh, there is

still today 10 or 11 per cent of the population who are members of
‘minority communities. ,(According to Justice Debesh Chakravarti, the
figure is 209). The ultimate judgement of Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
India will be based on how they treat their minoritizs. Here India could
do a lot by trying to understand the nature of Islam in Bangladesh, trying
to appreciate that perhaps cven more than in Pakistan and in Indonesia,
people in Bangladesh are devout Muslims. India would have to take
unilateral steps to see that young people in schools and colleges gt to
Kknow the elements and essentials of Islam and Buddhism.

There is little doubt that the main ‘constituent of any policy to 1M
prove relations with Bangladesh will have to be cultural. In such a policy’
Phe media and personal inter-communication will be very important. The
entire concept of the Bengali broadcasts and telecasts o Bangladesh wilk
have to change.

i critical situations, means that the outlook and attitude towards

fhenever there is an outstanding problem like the one over Farakka or

4 'CONSIDER it a privilege to be here this morning with you. I should

tember 1989
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Such a policy can only work within a framework of enlightened
reness. Such awareness must look upon the subcontinent as aiming at
lllalvo.n not different from that in Europe and its European Econogmiz:
Jommunity. Aftera history of the bloodiest wars that mankind has known,
furope today is steadily taking steps to becoming a unified continent, This
joes not mean that the countries are giving up their individual ‘forms
government or their languages and cultures. They are simply concen-
ating on the commonalities between them, like doing away with frontiers,
" orts, different currencies, customs duties etc. and setting up man; y
ommon institutions like the Parliament, a Court of Human Rights and M{
n. T{\e k|f|d of policies that India must pursue is to have a similar frame
ork in mind and go ahead doing whatever it can unilaterally and hopin,
hat the o!he‘rs will fallin. As of now, unlike in Europe, India is so mucl%
r than its neighbours that it must lean over backwards to disars
hei fears and suspicions. o

As ulwa)_/s, there is an institution which reflects the kind of thing
h lham lalk}mg about, and that is SAARC, but its very constitution,
nd the way it has been allowed to function or, rather, not function,

Farakka Barrage, Teen Bigha,
Moore Island, & Islamic State

AARC must radically change before it ca i
can bring about goo ationshiy
tween the countries in it. 4 Sl

One other suggestion I would make for Indian policy makers to think.

):eaor; island, India should take a unilateral decision that the dispute
submitted to an international tribunal and that it will
dings of that tribunal. i

Shri Akram-ul-Qader, Counsellor for Bangladesh in India, said :

_‘ke to lha!|k Mr K.R. Malkani, Vice-Chairman of this prestigious
ute, for inviting me to this centre and share my thoughts with well-
own intellectuals of this country.

i o'l:'he"subjecl chuscn‘ this year concerns Indo-Bangladesh relations.
Istorically the areas which now constitute Bangladesh, and the people
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\vholive there, share many things in common’ with the  people-of Indiy,
The relations are: deep-rooted inthie -history -and. culture. of 'the . sub:
continent. 3 4 a0y b

tions betiveeli'the two countries Gmiproved considerably” dfter a“Mecting
between Prine Mifistet Mr2 Motarji Desii ad Bingladésh Presiderit Ny
Ziaur Rahman in June 1977 in London, during fthe Contmbnwealth
ummit Conference. In November 1977, an arrangement was signed on
e apportionment’ of the*Ganges' water: Folfowing @ visii of President
fiaur Rahman to New Delhi (Decehibor 19-20; 1977), there was coniders:
le development towards further restoration of trust and understanding
et the W6 couitries. The two leadérs corfirmed. their common.

e to conisolidate and further dévétop the improved ¢limate of rels ‘o:“
e Visit (o Barigladesh by Prime Minister Mr. Morarji Desai in A ~i
17 further Stiéngthenied  the “normalisation process and fruitful :nd
structive discussions ‘contributed ‘greatly towards fnere: in; 1"1
st and friendship between the two cauntries. 1n January 5 cmul}ua
longess réturned 9 power there was o réversion “of the positive. trel
lat emerged difing the Janata rulealthough certai strains e dm"d
le South Talpatti'(Moote Tsland) issue in' 1981 which was lafer Z’ffuseﬁ-v“

Formally, however, Indo-Bangladesh refationship. dates from. Degeme
ber. 6, 1971, three days after the outbreak of the. Indo-Pakistan war, when
India accorded.de jure recognition to the People’s Republic, of Bangladesh,
We in Bangladesh do.remember that.day when, announcing the. decision,
the late Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of  India, had. decl
red-in the Lok, Sabha that. the. two . Governments andpeoples shared
common ideals and sacrifices and would . forge a relationship based on the
principles of. mutual -respect: for each  other’s  sovereignty, -territorial
integrity, non-interference in-internal affairs,. equality and mutual benefit
Iis a. fact, however, that a relationship of sorts, o contacts bety
India and Bangladesh leaders, had begun much earlier, in March
after the crackdown on unarmed population of the then East Pakistan
the military rulers of Pakistan. India_consequently had to _shelter almost
a crore of Bangladeshis on its seil and had to care for _the maintenance of
these. refugees for almost a year.

Indo-Bangiadesh relations showed signs of further

e support, and assistance, extended by India to the provisional fider Prime Minister Mr. Rajiv Gandhi: “There we

Goverfiment of Bangladesh, and of course to the freedom fighters, is well sident fo New Delhi and the Prime Minister,
remembered inmy country. Our;aspirations. perhaps coincided with the ladesh twice in 1985. In the aftefmath of th
Indian foreign policy goals at the time of liberation war.

improvement
re several visits by our
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi visited
e cyclonic devastation in

_ Indo-Bangladesh Trade Probleins
b —and the Chakma Problem

IF coastal belt in June 1985, Mr. Gandhi went to Bangladesh for 4 day’

with:the then Sri Lankan President, Mr. J.R. Jayawardeno, ty- shon
mpathy-arid solidarity with the picople.of Bangladesh at  the time wf- pu.
Sis. He visited Urrir Char,the worst affected Island in the - oyclogiy.
expression of personal solidarity with our’ people by Prihe - Mipreter
indhi after the cyclone and material help offered for the cydone-aﬂ'e::l:;

v develop liberation. During
a visit of the Prime Minister of India, Mrs. Indira. Gandhiyon March 17,
1972 to Bangladesh, a twenty-five year Treaty of Friendship, Co-operation
and Peace was signed between . the Prime Ministers of the two capntries
which put, Ind relations,op an, i basis. There were
frequent visits both at the, Headsrof State level. and Migisterial level duri
the Awami League Government in Bangladesh. i

The change of Government in Bangladesh on August 15, 1975 some=
what adversely affected the relations between Bangladesh and India,
although the New Governitient in Bangladesh affirmed its intention to
promote normalisation of relations in the sub-continent. The bilateral
relationship reached:its nadir in mid-1976 over'the Farakka Barrage issuc
when'a treméndous ‘problerh for ‘Bangladesh . was created in that-year
following India’s ‘operation of the feeder carial at‘optimium capacity and
Bangladesh, as a last resort, sought redréss at the Uriited ‘Natioris.

§e\{l‘e_1?ayc always striven for haying the best _ of relations. with Tndia
o |: not,only our next door neighbour, but -it is .a country with
We have had traditional bonds of friendship and amity. We have

With the -comifg to power of the: Janata Government. in -India,
rélations between the two countries-began;to, thaw: from March1977- The.
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good relations with India and we always intend to impro_ve lh.cse further,
We Po believe that resolution of outstanding issues will bring the tyq
countries further closer.

The irritants in our relations are : (1) Farakka Barrage and water
sharing, (2) Tin Bigha, and (3) Chakma problem.

‘While I do not intend to go into details on lhes‘c issues, suffice it to
say that currently both the countries are engaged in talks about water-
sharing and we are hopeful to resolve the issue in the near future (o the
satisfaction of both parties. The Tin Bigha corridor (an.ﬂma of 178 meter
X 85 meter) to connect Dahagram with Panbari Mouja of Bangladesh,
was leased to Bangladesh, agreement for which pass igned in May‘ 1974,
The lease area has been marked on the map but it is yet to be acquired by
the Government of India. The delay in implementation could be pam;lllz
explained by a writ petition against the lcase agreement that had been fi =d
in an Indian High Court. But the writ pctilem has since been dismisses
and is awaiting the i of the m,

As regards Chakma problem, we feel that there is ag;reason Wtfy lh;
Chakma refugees should continue to stay in 113: camps in the ?I‘fk‘ of
Tripura. Following the elections in three .Hlll .stmcts. of Chlltag‘x?'g';
Autonomous Councils have been created with wide-ranging povers \;\“__
representatives of the people living in |!|c area. These powers have given ;au
rule to the autonomous district councils and th? people in Il:le r:g\on“m!
now free to practise their own social, cconomic and religious rsé;nhm-
without any let or hindrance. The situation in the Hill Districts ‘;‘, o
gong is completely normal and the Government of Banglades};‘ bf\l ml;a“
adequate provision to take care of the re-settlement and rehal l|\ons ¢
process of the refugees immediately on their return. we sent delegati 3
the refugees and the matter was also discussed at official levs! betwce;:\hms
two Governments. We however feel that a section of the militant b‘lk F
—the youngmen of Shanti Bahini—is obstructing the remmwof the I:anem]
refugees who want to go back to their hearths and homes. ef m'cs o
that this problem would also be resolved soon and that the refugee:
return.

Economic relations are vitally linked with Polilical m‘allersb!n S‘K:;‘:;
ing bilateral relations between the two countries. There is a ; ig s
imbalance between the two countries, with the balance of tra 5‘ il
being in favour of India. During 1987-88, Bangladesh cxpor;;g;mmim
amounted to 310 million Takka, while imp(?rts accounted ljcr .,
Takka. Both the Governments have rccogmsec.l the necessity of rlc 2
the rising imbalance. We have always emphasised the need for evolvi
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fiechanism to reduce the imbalance. Some measures were identified but no
pnerete purpose could be achieved. The Joint Economic Commission
Which had its first meeting in November 1982 had also reviewed the “oyer-
il trade between the two countries and it is hoped that when it again
fieets, serious and positive steps would be taken to reduce the imbalance,

We are aware that imports from India in the short run
ipected to decline; nor it is considered desirable to regulate it in that
irection, because of various factors; but then some concrete sfeps need to
e taken to work out a long-term framework arrangement by which the
mbalance could be substantially reductd. (Items of export from Bangladesh

Newsprint, Urea, Wet Blue leather, Pulp, Rayon, raw jute—oceasion=
lly, Jamdani Sarees, Jute carpets, etg.)

are not
e it

In a world with a changed international environment  resulting from
Super-pover detente and increasing consensus on various issues among
flerent nations, we see no reason why, with a sense of understanding and

After all,
are not an
ng countries and there are

Pradip Bose and Sailen Ghosh pose
questions and offer suggestions

gs in common that we share. Both our countries are engaged in fntpro-
B the standared of living of our peoples in_our own chosen. ways, Wo
0 also learn from cach other’s experience. SAARC is a common forum

h has been providing us an opportunity to identify areas of., cosopera-
and help us achieve our desired There are many issues including
rnational issues on which our positions are similar, Differences in a
f matters should never stand in the way. of co-operation in the areas
fliere a convergence of interests exists

cen us’ cannot be  removed.
bWeen the neighbours sharing commmon borders, proble
known phenomena. We are both developi

Bangladesh will always be found more than willing (o respond to
friendly overture. Let intellectuals make Suggestions,

#EALING WITH some of the points made by earlier speakers, Shri
ram-ul-Qader said that Bangladesh had not been made an Islamic
fte. Only Islam had been declared the state religion—just as Nepal,
Bailand and Sri Lanka also had a State Religion. (A non-Muslim
feome President of Bangladesh.) He said  this had - been done to steal
i€ thunder of fundamentalists.




34 Manthan

He denied that Indian release of waters had caused l‘ﬁslkydéu s
floods. And he said that the Indian helicopter relief team was asd ed to
leave because Dhakka airport was flooded and Irag, Arabia and some
other countries had also come to help.

Shri Pradip Bose said we can get together even as West PElLr.opmv”
countries are coming together. He said Shri Abdus Sattar, ‘ad. s
then Envoy in India, had told him that if Janata Government had conti-
nued, relations would have greatly improved. “Dozens of agreements
would have been signed”. India must respect the sensibilities of smaller

hbours. )
i Shri Sailen Ghosh said that Shri Nikhil was not right in thinking
that Bangladesh was economically backward because it was ydlg‘mn‘;:;_\
Well-managed agrarian economies can also be very rich. The real ;'Ou e
was that in the His and Ofcuifsln‘ mim»
groves, had led to floods and erosion. Irrigation can be a blessing: .[(:;,.
also be a curse. The old canal colonies in West Punjab were now S0%

layas,

saline lands f

Shri Ghosh also said that Muslims should deeply corisider why only

mullahs and military-men dominated Muslim societies everywhere. Their
had become ity-ism.

Shri Baleshwar Agarwal said that Shri Qader’s explanation that
Bangladesh was not an Islamic state, only Islam was state religion,
amounted to a distinction without a difference

Shri Devendra Swaroop asked Shri Qader why Bangladesh could
not isolate the fundamentalists. and had itself become fundamentalist, by
“stealing their thunder™. B

Shri Qader said Governments have to bow to public opinion
Indin also there was the rising tid= of fundamentalism. |

Shri Qader said that the carlier Government of Bang!adeshbl\'ﬂ“
settled some Bengalis in the Chakma tribal area. This policy had bee
proved wrong and it had been long since given up. i

But Shri Qader said that there was no communal violence
Bangladesh.

n

4 t
Shri Jagdish Prasad Mathur said this was due to the fact thal

Hindus lay low. : ;
G s i
HIS CONCLUDING _presidential remarks,
Ide that whatever our differences, we are One People,
. iti aid Deendayalj
e forget our unities. He said I emdl
:‘hc,vs Insmgule stands and works—and Dr. Lohia, often dlsc\{ssz{{t;cv:l f
tions could be improved in the Hindustan Peninsula. This dialog:
said, should continue

Shri Nana Deshmukl
and we should

i—in whose sacred memor:

Why Saving Tropical Forests
is Mankind’s Foremost Task
Sailendra Nath Ghosh

N APRIL LAST, some thirteen internationally known organisations
from Asia, Europe and North America issued an emergency call to all
peoples of the world for action to save “the forests and their people” in
order (o save life on carth. Although this was a call to save “forests,
both tropical and temperate™, the emphasis in  world-wide discusions s
on tropical forests.  Within the tropical forests, again, the highest impor-
fance is given to “rain forests” which girdle the a good part of Equator.
We need to know why the tropical forests are more important, and within
the latter, the rain forests are the mogt important

‘The rainforests comprise primarily broad-leaved evergreen long-lived
frees occurring in warm, humid areas on both sides of the Equator, with
high annual rainfall. These are known as areas (i) where there is no dis-
inctly dry season, and (ii) where the temperature variation is little. In
iner words, in this belt, normally, no month is dry ; all months are
'm and moist.

“Regions, which are marked by high annual mean temperature as
€ll as high humidity, are the most suited for “speciation” (origin of
ewer and newer species). Hence thesc are the habitat of utmost bio-
iversity. These are the most complex ccosystems on carth. It needs to

noted that *“rainforests” i.e. the tropical evergreen forests are different
fom the montanc evergreen forests. The biodiversity in the latter is much

An idea of the bio-diversity of the “rainforests” can be had from the

Ollowing accounts. Today, the rainforests contain about 60 per

nt of the world's plant and animal species, even though they contain

inly about seven per cent of the world’s land surface. A joint publication
the Earthlife and the Observer (U.K.) says :

““The island of Madagasear contains five times as many kinds of trees
§ the whole of temperate North America. Ecuador has many more
dlant species than Europe, which is 31 times as big. And one voleano in

Phillippines, Mount Makiling, is home to more types of woody plants
an the entire United States of America. A typical patch of rainforests,
four miles square, contains as many as 1500 species of flower plants,
to 750 species of tree, 400 species of bird, 150 kinds of buttefly, 100
flerent types of reptile and 60 species of amphibian. The numbers of
Sects are so great that no one has yet been able to count them. However,
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the U.S nal Academy of Sciences, which compiled these figures
quotes evidence that there may be as many as 4200 species in two and halp

the top of the understorey. This is the reason why the German plant
geographer, “Friedrich. Humboldt, more thana century ago, described
‘the rainforest as “forest piled on forest”.

acres, One peculiarity of the rainforests is that their c.
animals than any other part of the forest. In the canopy, everything is “so
iprofuse because there is plenty of sunlight to provide energy and food.
A you descend the storeys of the edifice, the light dims and life becomes
jléss exuberant. Immediately under the canopy the darker world Is domina-
fed by the columns of giant trees, but_broadly speaking, if you keep on

o £ anopy has more
Less than one per een of these plants and animals have been invesii-
gated for their potential benefits to mankind and its fellow. living species

These are an unexplored treasure house of substances

A virgin rainforest stands out not merely in_genetic t:iverS\\) g

: est among all types of forests. This i :

e p““?"””""‘:-"“&})f:,f z:lil: cx\slingg biomass stock, may be as oing down to about 50 feet above the ground you will come to ansther

pmd"“‘;';‘”’s(',““wm L per year, while the total standing biomass ayer of leaves. This understorey, asft is called, is formed by the tops of
h as 40-50 tons per heg car, - anding :

i}i‘:g'\lw time would be 600-1000 tons per hectare, in an undisturbed condi- maller trees.

“But it is on the ground floor that the real work of nutrient transfer
tion. s done. Only about two per cent of the full sunlight that hits the  top-

Next to the “rainforests” (also known as “‘tropical et evergreen Most trees filters down to the ground. Everything is hot an

forests”) are the tropical wet. semi-evergreen forests; the (troplcal).lm(:r:cl
and swamp forests ; and the tropical moist. deciduous _rmcs‘ns;,a ay
given order—in sespect of both biodivesity and producivty. In boh res
pects they are much richer than the forests in emperate climat el
Al of these are reservoirs and centres of origin of newer and newer spcic
This is why the tropical foresis as a whole are called “extraordinary o
il power houses.” The tropical plants, t0o, are known (0 be g
chemical factories™ that have evolved over thousands of years, e vil
unes of tropical environments that have a longer ~geologica

d steamy; the
Tropical Forests Are “Live” Chemical
Factories, Niches of Genetic Diversity,

and Controllers of Global Climate.

I fecls stagnant and smells of decay. And that very decay is the scoret of
W the rainforest survives on sterile ground. Spread out like 3. thick
: P blanket is a layer of debris. It is often no more than an imch o
fluctuating fo © thick, but it is the foundation on which the edifice is built.

h.smryﬂ e M e e ol The above properties that characterise the rainforests are shared in

e e e s oo g degrees by the other types of humid-tropical forests as well,

e e oo Itis ofien said that this wonderful edifice of tropical forests has been
e e o lilt on the sketchiest of foundations. Generally speaking, ramforeet
ike some divine works of art, which found their acme of excellence in the e —for that matier, all tropical forest soils—arc extremely poor, though
like some divine : e IS fortility at certain places. Is this another wonder? Docs this megn
rainforests it Nature has built a rich castle on mere sands ?

G s, on the sight of a rainforest

iy S :‘L‘;“z‘b:::.omnthm b s bebeld. o The truth is that the soil here has emptied itself to build up the fuxu-
L vl fce of the forest. [n the tropical forestlands, the soil only gives i hardly
hnrﬂ_lh'“iif"“" b“ﬁ“;\‘u‘;w dingto. their kind, many ibirds and LS anything to In these forests, there are () a very
E:’r‘;’j'fv,j‘:lh ks il H though! theritwas lke the Garden of ent system of uptake from the soil and (i) o quick recveling of
S b iomass .. between the litter and the plant
a leaf of twig fall to the ground than the systen

10 work. Fungi, bacteria_and other micro-organisms attack it eler.
the nutrients for the roots of the trces, which are shallow, and (wgics)
n simply snake across the forest floor."”

i i gl canopys
In a rainforest, there is  top canopy piercing through the oo
and below the canopy, there are possibly a series of subcanopies overly

i illion species Of
1 It is estimated that there are in the \\mkl»nt many as 4.5] m)!‘\;:\;mz‘j)m g
animals and plants. Out of these, 3 millions are in the tropies; and most
the sain forests. Very. many of these are rare spe

es..
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While this phenomernion of large trees resting on shallow but exten-
<ive rootmat system is true of all humid tropical forests, this is spectacular
in the rainforests. So precariously are the trees perched on the ground
that they often develop giant buttresses for support”. While we find giant
trees held in balance by buttresses, we also find even the smaller trees
depending on giant buttresses.

From an undisturbed rainforest “‘nothing (of value) escapes. Only
about one per cent of the goodness of the debris gets carried away by the
rain; the rest goes back into the life of the forest.

“Ants and termites labour tirelessly in the litter of the leaves; 800
ants, of 50 different species, have been counted in a single square yard,
Leaf cutter ants actually cultivate their own crops of fungi.

[ ianas and other climbing plants connect the musty forest floor o
the sunlit canopy, a reminder that all the life of the forest is intertwined
All but the topmost trees have o rely on birds, insects, and other creatures o
carry their seeds and pollinate their flowers since there is so little wind to do
the job. Intricate interrelationships have formed. Scientists are beginning
to learn some of them, but still know very lttle,

“What is clear is that disruption spells disaster. The loss of
one species may lead to the extinction of several others.”

If poor nutrient status of the soil has been the price for the
high-nutrient status of the plants and animals in the rainforests and the
other tropical forests, their high biodiversity, which equips them to stead
fastly withstand untold kinds of natural shocks, has made them highly
vulnerable to human interference.

Since no two rainforests—not even two patches of the same forest

are the same and **no plant looks quite like another”, “the destruction ¢ f
even a small tree can result in the extinction of uncounted species”. ““What
makes the rainforests so sensitive to disturbance is the complex interrela~
tionship that exists among their plants and animals. For example,
number of trees of different species - may depend for pollination on indi®
vidual hummingbirds that depend on these trees for nectar. If clearing
removes from the bird’s range the last trees of the only species that
flowers during certain months, then the bird must leave the area and the
remaining trees will not reproduce”.*

3. Op.cit. P11
4 Quoted from “Rainforests—Nature’s Dwindling Treasures” in Nationl
Geographic, January 1983.
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9 dAs ‘statcd earlier, ‘hf’ properties that have reached their farthest points
c; c\;c lopment in the rainforests are shared in varying degrees and to sub-
tantial extents by all the other types of humi i
g e e umid-tropical (namely, the tropi-
me::‘ seml-ﬁvc;-ghreens, the tropical littoral, the tropical moist dccidnofs)
as well. Thus, the tropical forests as a wh
; ell. Thus X S ole became reservoirs of
tmost genetic diversity and ““live factories™ for the manufacture of
and newer chemical . The inui ion (i) of ':;W"
; on fon (i) of these
a §semb:‘ngLs of plants and animals and (ii) of these macro-and micro-orga-
nisms eld undreamt-of potential for the welfare of humans in a variety of
;sr s a food source; as a provider of genetic material for new crops
ind for cure oli‘:ll.[mcnls; and as “the most basic.component of the life-
support system’ i.e. as the sustainer of the very breath of life

What needs to be parti i
particularly poted is the key role wk

Vhat . hich all fo

: llzmal and subtropical forests have been playing in the oA o
g include not merely the above-stated tropical evergreens, the
f- seTl-evergrcena,lhe tropical littoral, the tropical most deciduous

also the tropical dry deciduous, the tropica

! : ical dr -
ical thorny ones, the i {61 ores e e

Tropical Forests Are High
ghly
Vulnerable to Human Interference.

pine forests. In their respective climatic zo» i

he maximum biodiversity, which enables M:x’nsl(h?lﬁt?::(bc::crpmv:?dmg
through the sysiems. Thereby they have been absorbing sunligmﬁe i
ind esrying on the processes of photosynthesis and translocatior ‘m‘“l
ltmost possible extent, under their given conditions. This means : Gt

Carbon from the atmosphere has been getfing locked up 4

Geumulating within the solid biomass of these tropical plant bodies The s
farbons havelremained there for centuries and could remain ot 5 ol
more centuries, through the intra-forest recycling. process, if. only. thess
orests were not destroyed. R o

This means, further :

That e millions of years, the tropical and subtropical trees in
these forests had been steadily raising the oxygen content of the

oy removing from the atmosphere the toxic gas of carbor
dionide, on longterm basis as distinct from the kind of short
and swift recyeling of carbon by oceanic planktons. s

ill further, it meant :

rbor&f;::othese long-lived tropical forests got buried locally during the
us age under geological processes and petrified into coal
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millions of years back. It is estimated that the standing biomass of the
tropical forests contains about one-third of the carbon of the world re.
Voir of carbon in the coals and other mineral fuels. Now, we are burning
these coals, oil and other fuels and toxifying our atmosphere with  carbon
oxides, methane, chlorofluorocarbons etc. This has been raising our
ambient temperature, causing “greenhouse effects” and “thinning ¢
ozone layer.” It is this ozone layer which has so far been shielding life on
carth from the lethal ultra-violet light.

If the tropical forests are not there, who/what will absorb these rising
precentages of: carbon dioxide ? (Mind you, these forests have already
been drastically reduced.)

If these stored carbons within these plant bodies are also released,
will this not create yet another perilous situation? Far from absorbing \iu‘
carbon dioxide released by other- agencies, will not these reservoirs of
carbons be adding to the carbon oxide cocentration in the atmosphere?

And, it needs to be noted that these trees need not even be burnt
1f these are simply felled, the decomposer bacteria will themselves release
the carbon oxides, for the recycling process will have been torn apart, that
is, disrupted beyond repair.

Following a somewhat different reasoning, James Lovelock has come
to view that destruction of tropical forests is the most immediate and the
gravest danger, deserving higher priority attention than even  the nuclcar
threat, greenhouse gas, ozone depletion and the chemical holocaust. ~His
statement is as follows :

“To me, the vast, urgent and certain danger comes from the clearance
of the tropical forests. Greenhouse gas accumulation may be an cven
greater danger in time to come, but not now.

“The humid tropics are both a habitat for humans and a_physiolgi-
cally significant ecosystem. That in the first world we try to justify n‘u:
preservation of tropical forests on the feeble grounds that they are the
home of rare species of plants and animals, even of drugs, that could cure
cancer. They may do. They may even be...useful in removing carbon
dioxide from the air. But they do much more than this. ) gh their
caphcity to evaporate vast volumes of water vapour, and of !
chemicals that assist the formation of clouds, the forests serve to keep ﬂ\»‘;\:
regions cool and moist by wearing a sunshade of white reflecting clouds
and bringing the rain that sustains,them. Every year we burn away an r(“'“l“
of forest equal to that of Brifain and often replace it with crude cattle

o
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farms. Unlike farms in the temperate regions such farms rapidly
become desert...(still) more trees are felled and the awful process of
burning away the skin of the Earth goes on. We do not seem to realize
that once more than 70 to 80 per cent of a tropical forest is destroyed,
the remainder can no longer sustain a_ climate and the whole ecosystem
| collapses. By the year 2000, at the present rate of clearance, we shall
have removed 65 per cent of the forests of the humid tropics. After
that, it will not be long before they vanish, leaving the billion poor of
those regions without support, in a vast global desert. This is a threat
greater in scale than a major nuclear war”. (Emphasis Added).

James Lovelock has argued, not from the standpoint of the
Western scientist whose concern is about the losses that the West will be
facing and the possible sources of these losses. His plea has been from the
angle of primarily the tropical people themselves. But he does not at all
deny the disaster that will engulf the world asa whole, if the tropical
clearing continues. After the warning about the further warming of the

During Life’s Existence on Earth,
Tropical Forest Destruction is
Proving the Worst Debacle.

tropics, distuption of the rainfall pattern, the desertification and the
‘human sufferings that will result from them, he says: all these “will
‘happen at a time when we in the first world are battling withfjthe surprises
ind disasters of the greenhouse effect, intensified by the extra heating from
the forest clearance.””

Destruction of forests anywhere is a biological holocaust. Destruction
f tropical and subtropical forests is its crassest form. Since forests are the
common regulator of the soil, water and air, this destruction certainly
brings in sufferings to the tropics in all the forms, possibly simultaneously.

‘The importance of rain forests is not for the tropics alone. By recycling
‘heat and carbon dioxide, they have been moderating the temperature of
the atmosphere and controlling the global climate to a very large extent.

If the surviving tropical forests disappear it will mean that :

(i) mankind’s future hope—the most potential sources of new
varieties of food, medicines ete—will disappear;

(ii) the memory bank evolved over millions of years will disappear;

st
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(i) the entire globe’s wind and rainfall patterns will change;

(i¥) the “world’s lungs and “‘thermostat” will disappear; the carbon
dioide concentration in atmosphere will keep rising. thereby
melting the ice caps, raising the sea level, drowning cities, farm-
Jands, power stations, industrial installations, and entire low-

lying countries:

nd
(v) after the turning point (which remains still unknown) is passed,
the total collase of the global life-support system would be-

come inevitable.

This is the reason why Norman Myers was moved to say that if the
present pattern of converting rainforests persists, it wmﬂq be lha'w(;.ri\
biological debacle. There have been many debacles “since life’s |r‘>1
emergence on the planet 3.6 billion years ago,” but none as bad, none as

serious.

Why the Tropical Forest Dwellers
Need Be Saved Along with
these Forests
The Commercial Civilisation has advanced on the path
of i of i resou If mankind has to
survive, it has to tearn conservation ethics from the forest
dwellers.

The publication “Paradise lost ? published jointly
by the Earthlife and the Observer (U.K) describes in the
following words how important the fives of the forest
dwe lers are for the propagation of conservation ethics

“Looking for profitable use of tropical forest products
is like searching for a particular paragraph in Oxford’s three-
million-voluma Bodleian library. The only hope is to
consult the most experienced librarian you can find. In the
tropical forast, this means enlisting the support of the
forest people; for they alone know where the particular

medicines, foods, and other forms of waalth are.”
s

Tropical Forests of India and the World

—How to Save Them
Sailendra Nath Ghosh

In the foregoing article, our concern was to know  the importafice of
tropical and subtropical forests in general and the “rainforests™ in parti-
cular. We have noted their importance as (i) controllers of the global
climate, (ii) reservoirs of genetic diversity and consequently, the source of
varieties of benefits still to be explored.

Let us now turn to related questions which are commonly asked by
interested audiences. These are us follows.

What is the significance of reservoirs of genetic diversity ? What kinds.
of benefits can mankind derive from g huge diversity of genetic resources ?
Did we—or do we—in India, have the “rainforests”, the most prized
treasurchouse, among the forests ? If we still have these, where are they
and in what conditions ? Exactly from which sources do the threats
to them come ? Cannot the rainforests—or at least the other kinds of
tropical forests be regrown ? What kind of policy should each tropical—
and rainforest-owning —country and the comity of nations as a whole,
adopt to save the remaining tropical forests ?

Of these the significance of genetic reservoir is a vast subject and
deserves to be discussed in an independent article. Hence we would
devote a separate article on this subject in the forthcoming isssue. Let
| us discuss the other questions here.

Indian Rainforests and their Kins

The Indian rainforests (i.e. tropical wet evergreen forests) are (i) in
the Andamans and Nicobar islands (ii) along the western face of the West
Ghats; (i) on the eastern Himalayan ranges—from Arunachal Pradesh
and Assam down to the shores of Bay of Bengal.

Notably, different genera of vegetation predominate in each of  these
Wet evergreen forests.

In the Andamans, the flora have Malayasian affinities.

Interestingly, the book on Indian forests, General Silviculture for
 India by Sir Harry G. Champion and S. K. Seth, mentions that in the sub-
Himalayan tract of Bengal and the adjoining part of Assam, there is a
range of forests which are of the evergreen type although not clearly recog-
nizable—or, at best only very locally recognizable—as such. “It has
Progressed to a_ semi-evergreen type as a wer mixed forest, and would
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perhaps ultimately progress to typical wet evergreen.”” But let us leave this
question out for the present.

Readers would naturally like to know how “rainforests”, which
are equatorial by definition, are found in Arunachal Pradesh and Cachhar,
so very far from the equatorial belt, even beyond the Tropic of Cancer
The answer to this is that although these are geographically subtropical
regions, these belong climatologically to equatorial regions.

Encyclopacdia Britannica describes the equatorial rainforest climate
as follows : “climate of large areas on or near the Equator, characterised
by consi high the year and abundant
precipitation. The monthly and annual “temperature means” are about
27° C (80° E), and the diurnal temperature range is generally around five to
eight degrees. Where seasons are discernible, they are usually determined
by rainfall, not by temperature. Annual rainfall averages between 1500
and 3500 milimetres (about 60 and 140 inches) and the relative humidity
is high at all times. Considerable cloudiness is almost always present.”*

Despite their geographical distance from the equator, Arunachal
Pradesh and the above-mentioned tractup to Cachhar fulfil all these
biophysical conditions, due to the presence of the Himalayas which has
prevented the blowing of the cold wind from the north and also caused
high precipitation in this region. This north-eastern region of India s in
fact regarded as one of the world's largest centres of distribution of species
of both crops and vild flora.

The definition of ‘rainforest climate, including tropical monsoon
climate” deserves particular attention, for it will help understand the

importance of those forests of India which are regarded notas “rain-
forests” but as monsoonal forests, as we shall see below.

India’s non-rainforests having affinities with rain-forests include all the
types described earlier as humid-tropical forests—namely, the humid semi-
evergreens; the littoral and swamp forests: and the moist deciduous forests

The humid semi-evergreens usually adjoin the wet evergreen, forming
a transition from the moist deciduous to the wet evergreen. These are
usually found along the Western Ghats. Their northern form occupies con-
siderable arca in Assam and the lower slopes of the Eastern Himalayas.
Their another form occurs in the high-rainfall areas in Orissa.

T The said Encylopaedia further clarifies that *“In Koppen's claimatic classifica-
tion, tropical rainforest climate (including tropical monsoon climate) has a mean
{emperature about 18°C (64.4°F) for the cooler month and there is sufficient rainfall
(with or without a dry season) to support rainforest. G.T. Treworth differs in regard to
precipitation ; there are no more than two dry months in his scheme.
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| The littoral and swamp forests are “‘mainly evergreen species of
tying density and height”. “The littoral and tidal types oceur all along
coasts, the latter (ie. tidal) being especially associated with delas of
rivers on the eastern seaboard. These are (however) of restricted
gurrence above Mangalore, common near Bombay but extending up fo
arka.” (Source: Champion and Serh. Emphasis Added.) e

Mangroves are an_ important part of these forests. On the eastern
, particularly in the Sunderbans, these still exist as dense forests. 6ver
centuries these disappeared from many other parts of the eastern
th'e western coasts due to human interference. Mangroves were
fure’s device for saving the coasts from erosion and from the furies of
ones originating over the seas.

As for the tropical moist deciduous forest?, there are some peculiarities
e, “the deciduous species predominate the 1op canopy.........with man;
55 everareen species in the lower canopies.” This type, together with
e type—which occurs (i) in a strip along the foot of the Himalayas

another strip along the east side of the West Ghats, (iii) in a largo

India’s Monsoon Forests Are the
Close Kins of Rainforests.

centring on Chhota Nagpur, and (iv) in a tract to the lee of the
.:{xl_ls‘_ﬂs referred to as monsoon forest, which is perhaps the most
acteristic type of Indian forests. (Vide Champit

8 edition. Emphasis.Added). ERotRIE

To highlight the richness of “rainforests and their kins™ which Nature
given India, let us emphasise that the whole range of monsoon forests
Populated by trees which are very valuable not only for people’s use-

lgn are also very valuable commercially. Here, again, we need to
- h:mp.on and Seth: “The moist teak forests are characteristic of the
hiern form (of India’s tropical moist deciduous forests) whereas the
St sal forests form the greater proportion......of the northern half of the
« The proportion of teak is generally low in the moister part of the
> Improving to virtual dominance in the drier (read “less moist” areas)
i€ north, sal usually always predominates and is often pure. In both

. small or large stretches of forests without teak or sal also occur.

e above four types constitute i
gt te one class which need to c
Rinforests and their kins™. e

N =
nlo}z, Wle nee&.i to move to h.\d@ 's other classes of tropical and sub-
rests which also are quite important for reason stated carlier.

7
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OF these, one class is known broadly as dry m_.pi;ail ’f:n’lil("m\i“

comprised of (i) tropical dry deciduous forests 3 (i) ”l')pfaow“ 7 m“;mm
and the tropical thorn forests. The atler class is knd LA m

r"‘:s‘ss \"clz‘t\ forests which include (i) subtropical broadleaved hill forests;

:‘:hi;‘;zic;\\ pine forests; subtropical dry evergreen forests.

class of dry iropical forest, there is the type of dry
ulate the western (drier) regions of India  from
Himalayas to deep down the south—bounded, %
by the Rajasthan desert, an;il on ::)\e‘ S::u\h’?;: ;
ide of the Western Ghats. Here, too, we

Strmh\e % ‘b:y mizl:?:: rj\cs ‘S\iﬂsl deciduous, dry feak and dry sal are

| pecuhmn lyf;risucs of the southern and the northern region”. \iL are
the chara®l®n hie Nitle detail just to emphasise the bounties that Nature
iy d how we could benefit for many more millenia if only weS
e gxlvenwuxs l:::w to enjoy these with due care and conservation (felling

T 2
2:1' lI:‘eOmalurc trees) without being too greedy and rapacious.

Under the
deciduous forests which pop:
the foot of the Western
on the northern stretches,

et

s

let usalso mention that there are

(In the interest of precision, where both the specie§

extensive areas, towards the drier end of this group,
of dry teak and dry sal are absent.)

n degraded

much of the dry deciduous forests has been

Kegrel\abl)’, n interference.

into scrub and savannah forms by humat

As for the other type of forests

S5 low

evergreen forests—these are ¢

S:ngmf trees. These are in the dry Western Himalay:
relatively small area on the Carnatic Coast.

in drier region—namely, the tropical
but often dense forests of hardleaved
an range and in @

rests which are broadly KnOWE
lude (i) the subtropical broads
sis; and (iii) the sub

Then there are India’s subtropical fos
a5 montane subtropical forests. These fnclude (
Jeaved hill forests; (i) the subtropical pinc fore:

&
tropical dry evergreen forests:

o Seth
2 Source : Champion and Szl A
31 our discussion on the types of India’s tropical and s‘:ucnhmc\ =8
at all included the Montane Temperate Forests which &
s (if) the Himalayan moist temp
t subject of 1 s
erate region), althou
; soil conséf

(i

have not G
Himalayan dry temper forests. Thcjl are l;'o i
they share characteristics of the forests in l \.‘ (‘, Rl
extremely important for Himalayan ecology and for oy
& flood controlin the North India, East India down ik
“"va'l lc\L:\l' For the same reason; we would bypass the sub-alpine forests,
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ainforests in other parts of the World.
rainforests. According to “The Earth Report. Monitoring the Battle

b stretching into Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, and French
yana,

@ South India and Sri Lanka were parts of one Gondwanaland in

nut and commercial crop. A whole treasurchouse has been destroyed
‘mess of pottage !

Lof forests. Rainforests of the low lands and foothills were a part of
lican rainforest provided some of the most valuable
marica ctc. Now, these are in a very bad state.

ere elsc.
€ in this 1000-mile long mini-continent, once a part of Africa.
now the single area with the topmost priority in the world.

preads over 1o other countri
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For the world outside India, we would limit our discussion only o

ur Environment”, these forests girdling the Equator “encompass some.
,000 Sq km. (3,670,000 Sq. miles), the greatest forested arca by far
in South America, particularly in the Brazillian part of the Amazon,*

The remaining forests, some five million sq. km. (two million
iles are found in 16 countries of tropical Asia, and in Central Africa
ropical forests of Ivory Coasts and ofNigeria are now virtually gone,
lown over the past 40 years”. We need to mention herc a few more
circulated from time to time, by the global Rain Forest Information

These are as follows :
(i) That Sri Lank:

s rainforests had been unique in the sense that

d their ancient vintage i.c. their uninterrupted existence since Africa

ere’s No Way to Save Tropical Forests
Except By Resisting Western Type of
Development.

ic times, around 145 million years back). Now, vast numbers of the
al fauna and flora have been destroyed. Much of the land, once
ied by the rainforests, has now been covered with tea, rubber,

ii) Jamaica, up to 1983, had 45 per cent of land area under some

All types of forests are currently under attack. In the past,
timber in the
‘mehagony for fine European furniture, logwood, tropical cedar,

iii) The forests of Madsgascar, the Indian Ocean island, have been
Almost every native thing that was found here was unavailable
Not only the species and genera but whole families are

he Amazonian rainforest provided Brazil alone a third of the world's tofals
- Three-fifths of the world's rainforests lie

in
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¢ i esses —by way of road construction—exposes the remaining forests to
. ¢ almost completely logged out; and illegal felle:
(iv) Ivory Coast is now llegal fellers
ear 2000. y : :
is expected to be trecless by the ¥ In many countries, the craze for selling beef to the industrial count-
The most famous Amazonian fotests are n ries has been converting forests to cattle grazing lands.

ow under heavy atiackg)
in the name of various “development schems.

‘The other is the government's programme for settling people on forest
inds. In India and some other countries, forest lands have been distri-
ted among landless people, little realizing that tropical forest lands,
once dcforested, become infertile and unsuitable for carning a livelihood
thereon.

+ to South and South-East Asia : 3
s—tropical or otherwise—have been heavily depleteds

ia’s forest: ;
e the satellite pictures showed that only 117 of

About four years back,
India’s land surface had forest cover.

Yet another threat comes from the surviving tradition of “‘slash and
" agriculture of the tribals who have been disabled from realizing
what was innocuous in periods of smaller populations and abundant
orests are no longer harmless. Still another threat to forests comes from
e helplessness of the tribal people themselves who realize that they are
ng exploited by profiteers and that they are being made to commit
sicide but do not find any way of escape from the pulls of commercial
ilization.

. Industrial Countries Must Write off the
Third World Debts and Give Further
Aids for Tropical Forest Regeneration.

Recently, the International Herald Tribune, in its August 15, 1988
, described another phenomenon. It said : “Spurred by U.S. and
pean demands for cocaine, the Peruvian cocoa growers have chopped
Wn large stretches of Amazon rain forest. Morcover, millions of

Since the conquest of Everest, about half of Nepal’s forests hayes§

been cut down ‘
Thailand lost 45 per cent of its forests between 1961 and 1985

sia 2 ow beingis

sources of peninsular Malaysia are no ]
i uch ferocity—with the support of the
Sarawak—that they are likely to be

The rich fo -
denuded on a large scale and with s
state government of Sabah and
exhausted within the next ten years.
inforests at the rate of one million hectareS
oging and the subsequent flooding caused
£ of the topsoil, Indonesia’s 8.6 m‘\::)d

so crodl

Indonesia is chopping rai

4 year. Already, as a result of I

tropical rainfall and run-o . I, Inc ’

'ﬁim’u‘i of land have been officially classified as “critical are:
ed that they can grow only lalong

e i
In Phillippines, 60 per cent of the forests have been cut in th

30 years.

i attention.
‘Now, the international timber interests are turning their atter

o “Don’t destory the Amazon,
is heard at many places, “fow understand the
mncction between severe rainforest destruction and the rapid cocon
tivation”. So grave is the threat and so deeply entrenched are the
nmercial interests that “nobody dares go to study the effects—you not
have to deal with the mafia but also the Shining Path™. The Shining
th guerillas do not involve themselves in cocoa cultivation but seryes
8 buffer between the peasant growers and the Government’s “cradica-
Bl team”. They eradicate all those who protest against, the building of
iding strips for small airplanes, or the building of roads through the
sand conversion of lands to fields for corns, bananas, and manioc.
€ workers in these latter types of pursuits, too, have developed an

in these conversion jobs—they gt cight times what the {Peruvian
m workers earn.

and unusual droughts in [ndd8

Floods in Bangladesh and Thailand sl bl e i

nesia and Sarawak already show how loggi
downwind and downstream farmlands.
Sources of Destruction . oo conil
The sources of destruction are many and varied. One is the

for international agencies for timber. 3
 the Western type of development which €%

The other is the tide of e

i uild industries ]
e cuui‘:gs:fclfoa:c:':yt:s :«;stroys the forests; (iii) vb.uildu:‘g ii; ;
o (“)lmm;:lgy submerge the forests but require the provision ' C
e “:(erucnon material and fuelwood for thousands of wo e
{ﬁ;i?u:a::i‘;izs living on the dam sites for years and which, by ope
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Hence there isno way o save the rainforests except by resisting
western type of develoment. lts industrial patterning, its agricultural
methods, its demand for beef and promotion of unbridled cattle grazing,
its mining and big dam construction programmes are all sources of threat
to tropical forests.

Suggestions have been made from the industrial world itself that
since the tropical forests in general and the rainforests in particular have
been common _heritage of all mankind, all the debts of the Third World be
written off and more aid be given (i) to save the remaining tropical forests
and (ii) to help the regeneration of forests. For regeneration to the extent
possible, the best course will be to fence off the areas and let Nature do
its work, This may help the seeds buried in the soils to germinate. The
seeds carried by the wind and bird droppings of earlier varieties would also
help the growth of forests. Although we cannot expect to get back what
we have lost, still the surviving forests plus the ones that may grow on
the denuded, infertilised lands might still save life on the planet if the
world’s conscience is aroused even at this late stage.

& The demands for the writing off of the debts plus the giving of more aid
are legitimate because the industrial countries have built their prosperity mainly by
exploiting the *“Third World” and owe the latter far more than the “Third World”
countries owe o the former by way fof formal debis. The industrial countries are
even now exploiting (i) by derailing the tropical countries from genuine paths of-
development. by unsound models and forcing them thereby into wrong pur
chases and unequal terms of trade; and (ii) by eogineering international tensions in
which the *“Third World™ finds no_escape from engaging in arms race, which yields
profits to industrial countries and rain destruction on the poorer peoples themselves.

&

Tribal People’s View of Cosmology

_Tribal peoples throughout the world have survived until this
day because they had lived ecologically in balance and in relative
harmony with their natural environment. Such survival has not been
the simple result of brute adaptation, but instead _has been the con-
sequence of profound cosmological experience in which scasonal
changes and cycles have not only been noted but sanctified in ritual
and tradition. Tribal people’s concepts of the Earth and their rela-
tionship to it and its other ‘inhabitants’ are quintessentially “gaian”
insofar as they conceive the ‘whole’ as being necessary for vitality,
continuity and sanity in the sense of health.

| —Martin von Hildebrand.

An Emergency Call to Action for the
Forests, Their Policies, and Life on Earth

Declaration of the World Rainforest Movement

The folloy
ovement

ig declaration was by participants of the World Rainforest
Meeting in Penang, Malaysia on 1417 April, 1989, which
lincluded representatives from the following organizations : The Im;om'vi/m

(GO Network for Forest Conservation (SKEPHI, INDONESIA); Sahabat
Im.wz Mu/flysiﬂ (MALAYSIA); Haribon Foundation (The [’I‘[ILI.PPI’\’ES)
roject for Ecology Recovery (THAILAND); Research Foundation for
cm::ce and Ecology (INDIA); Japan Tropical Forest Action

a : Network
"AN); Rainforest Information Center (AUSTRALIA),;

Probe Inter-

national (UNITED KINGDOM); Forest People’s Support Group (UNITED

gg}boM Bank_Information Centré (USA); Rainforest Action Network

1. Forests, both temperate and tropical, are an integral part of th

Those functions include :

~rcg\|lvnlmg climate at both the regional and global level;
—providing a habitat for the majority of species on carlh;
p]e;pr(zvmhng a homeland and spiritual basis for millions of forest
— maintaining and conserving soils;

—regulating hydrological cycles and ensuring water supplies.

2. The continuing loss of the world's
forests now constitutes
P stitutes a global
gy erperate aess, he bulk o primary forests have been destoy
| What remains is being lost to logging and aci :
2 g and acid r

- rain and other
. —In tropical areas, forests are disapperaing at the ratc of 100 acres
minute or more. Moreover, the rates of destruction are increasing and
current trends, little will be left within a few decades fa

| 3. The immediate and long:term  consequences of global deforestation
{ l;l;en the very survival of life as we know it on carth, Indecd, the scale
Of deforestation and its impact now represents one ¥

B S e of the grave: -
€ies ever to face the human race. fi e
Such consequences include

—The disruption of climatic equilibrium 2
E quilibrium  and the acceleration of
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—A loss of biological diversity on an unprecedented scale;

—The destruction of forest-based societics;

—Increasing droughts, floods, soil exosion and desertification;

__The dispossession and displacement of peasants and forest peoples
through floods and the other ecological impacts of deforestation.

4. The current social and economic policies and practices that lead
to deforestation throughout the world in the name of “development” are
directly responsible for the annihilation of the earth’s forests, bringing
poverty and misery to millions and threatening global ecosystems with
collapse.

Such policies and practices include :

—Plantations, both for industrial forestry and for export crops;

—Ranching schemes:

—Dam projects:

— Commercial logging:

Colonisation schemes:
—Mining and Industry;
—The dispossession of peasants and indigenous peoples;
—Roads;
- Pollution;
—Tourism.
. Official solutions to the problem of deforestation have ignored

or play
adopted policies that blame the victims of deforestation for
while simultaneosly pursuing “‘solutions” that can only result in the further
degradation of forests and croplands through the promotion of industrialised
forestry.

Specifically such policies include :

—The Tropical Forest Action Plan, as promoted by the World
Bank, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, the UN D
Programme and others;

—““Sustained yield" commercial logging, as promoted by the Inter-
national Timber Trade Agreement;

—Policies to Zone the Forests;

—The commercialisation and privatisation of biological diversity,
as promoted through the International Biodiversity Programme;

—Pollution control programmes that are directed towards “manag-
ing” specific pollutants rather than reducing the source of pollution

6. Throughout the world, the victims of these policies are taking
action to arrest deforestation and reverse the process of destruction. In
Sarawak, Amazonia, the Himalayas, Thailand, the Philippines and elsewhere,
people are standing up to protect the forests and their societies. Such peoples
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3
have pruved.tha( they are able to use the forests in the only way that is
compatible with their preservation. Ttis they—not corporations, aid agen-
ies and banks—who should be entrusted with designing and implementing
the protection and regeneration of the forest wealth of the planet

3 7. The victims of the development process, along with those concer-
ned with their fate and the fate of the carth, therefore, call upon the United
' Nations and national governments to take urgent steps :

—To restore ecological justice and integri

b est egrity to humanity by return-

ing to the mvllmvns of people—both who live in the forest and who depend
pon it—their right to sustainable livelihood.

_ —To restore ecological justice and integrity to life on carth through
ceasing further forest destruction and regenerating damaged forest lands
ithrough the guidance of indigenous peoples, peasants, and local commu-
nities, planting only their choice of trees and plants, with the .aim of
restoring ecological diversity and the survival of indigenous societies

i) To empower forest people and those wh

3 ipower > o depend upon the
ests for their livelihood with the responsibility for safeguarding the
fforests and ensuring their regeneration by

a) achieving land security for rural peoples, both through revising
hrough revi
nd tenure legislation and through land reform, as recommended in the
gl
h mmended in

b) empowering local
empow people with the right to a decisive voice i
formulating policies for their areas; o

©) rejecting social and economic poli
ting socia policies fbased on the a
ultural superiority of non-forest peoples. e

_lhcrx:i) To halt ?H ghuse practices and projects which would contribute
E - {reclly or indirectly to further forest loss. Such projects would
le : plantation schemes, dams, ranching schemes, mining and indus-
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trial projects, commercial logging, the Tropical Forest Action Plan, the
UN Biodiversity Programme, efc.

iii) To revise radically the policies of those Agel?cics that c.urrcn\h
finance the projects and practices causing deforestation. Fund.m‘g [rur
such projects should be ceased and instead directed towards projects ‘x vt\[
promote the protection and regeneration of forests. The agencies involved
include : the multilateral aid agencies and banks, such as the world Bm\‘kA
the Inter-America Development Bank and the Asian Development Bank;
the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation and the United Nations
Development Programme; the overseas 3‘“! agencies of the developed
countries; and major international corporations.

iv) To implement, through the agency of forest peoples and under
their direction, a programme  for regenerating degraded forest lands and
reinvigorating local cultures;

V) To take immediate steps to curb the wastage, misuse and over-
consumption of timber products.

Vi) To ban all imports of tropical timber from natural forests and
tropical wood products.

vii) To take immediate steps to cut down the consumption of im-
ported beef from tropical forest areas.

viii) To restructure the present unequal world economic system
swhich is dominated by institutions and practices ll-{at favour the developed
countries at the expense of the poor of the T!urd world. This global
system at present enables the developed countries to control and use ml‘
overwhelming and disproportionately high share .of the wo‘rlds natural
resources. A fairer and more equitable cconomic system s, therefore,
fundamental to any strategy for saving and regenerating the world’s
forests.

ix) To initiate a global shift towards developing sustainable liveli-
i shift would be developing s ns of

hoods. The basic goals of sucha sl ! .
;md\lctiun that are ecologically and socially sustainable. This wil

I
require :

—reducing the scale at which factory production is carried out and
adopting practices which minimise the impact of production of the
environment;

—maximising local self-sufficiency; :

—and assuring that economic activities are subordinated to socia
and ecological ends.

Two Questions to RSS . . .

S.N. Nagarajan, 20, Fifth East Cross Road,
Katpadi Township,
Vellore-632006, (Tamil Nadu)

1 have gone through the two issues of ‘Manthan’, April and May,
89, with great interest—particularly the views of several people about
e R. In this connection I would also like to express myself on the
bject. My thinking on R.S.S. is similar to the one I have about the
IMarxist movement, to which I belong. I start from two basic pre-

One is : Freedom is indivisible. The Brahmin can never be free until
and unless the Pariah is freed. Hence the Pariah, to achieve his own free-
dom, has to free the Brahmin also, howsoever much the latter may hate

t. This is the great teaching of the Alvars as expounded by Sri Rama-
fuja, sitting on the tower (Gopuram) of Thirukoshiyur in Ramnad Distt,
The same idea once again emerges in tne West through Marx, when he
says that the working class cannot liberate itself unless it liberates the entire

ciety. This i ially liberation from obj . This notion, too,
is a very hoary one, which is accepted by all our great Acharyas. So, Marx
is not at all alien to our rich heritage. In fact he is very much an alien to
modern western tradition, the so-called scientific one.

g

The next issue, which is also derivable from the first premise, con-
ns the most fundamental attitude towards others. In Tamil the old
verb says : “If you feed the other’s child, your child will automatically
W.”  This is also the fundamental spirit of proletarian internationa-
yet very few really comprehend its meaning and put it in practice.
his is very difficult in practice. This is enshrined in the maxim “Loka
Samastha : Sukhina Bhavanthu.. ™ It ends with another sentence, “‘Gho
Bralmananya Shubam Astu Nithyam". The real meaning is—the weak,

meek and the un-armed (the Brahmin should be unarmed)
uld be happy: if this is assured, all are happy (implied).”  This
Iso the aim of Marxism. Fascism holds exactly the opposite view : ‘The
ak and the meek deserve to perish’—that is its philosophy.

How far R.S.S leadership is prepared to accept this and put it in
Practice, that is the first question. The same criticism applies o our
arxist friends too.

ECONDLY, the philosophy of R.S.S. (as well as that of Marists)
obviously does not take into account the cognitive role of Love, which
attitude is again a reflection of the male approach to reality. This is also.
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DRI to Build Twenty Houses
for Beed Flood Victims
The DRI runs a rural development project in Beed, Maharashtra,
Beed district is a drought-prone area. But this time it had the worst
floods in living memory. Shri_Nanaji Deshmukh, Chairman, DRI, there-
fore, sent DRI Secretary Shri Mahesh Chandra Sharma fo study the

matter on the spot. Shri Mahesh Chandra accordingly visited the affected
area. His report.

WHEN RIVER BINDUSARA enters Beed town, it splits into two
streams, which again become one further down-stream in the town.
‘The land between the two streams has become a river island.
As the town began to grow, many people came and settled down
on this island, which they named as Budh-bet, since most of them arc
neo-Buddhists. Later, some Momins also came and settled in Budhbet.
They were all interested in living here because of the proximity to brick-
kilns, where most of them work.
The local authorities warned the people that the island could be
Washed away in a serious flood; but local politicians encouraged them to
- stay on—and even got them water and electricity.

On July 23 morning, it started raining. By § P.M. Budhbet was
submerged in the roaring river. People ran up the trees. Others sought
sanctuary in Khas Bagh Tulja Bhawani Mandir and Mansurshah
Durgah. But meanwhile 300 families on the island had lost their homes
and about 200 men, women and children had met their watery grave.
(Only 113 bodies could be found.)

The Local DRI worker Pawan Kumar called other young men in
ithe night, saved about fifty people and gave them food and shelter. The
RSS-sponsored Jan Kalyan Samiti distributed clothing and utensils,
Soon Government and many voluntary organisations came forward
o help. On the morning of July 26, the Chief Minister announced hat
government would build 500 pucca houses and give Rs. 10,000 per life
ost with a maximum of Rs. 30,000 for a family. This led to artificfal
sh (o the camps. Until July 25 there were 400 refugees in four camps.
(Bt by 26th evening their number had swollen to 1500~—in eight camps.
When the body of a woman wearing jewellery was
four persons claimed to be her husband, until the actual husband
jon the scene. Some people cut up an
s. 10,000 for a “lost relative”.

56

i ded by Shankara. However, the
ant side of Advaita, as propount
- dg;:::dsnn Shankara rejected this when he accepted d;{;at at (l)hs!)hiiym
L i ife of Mandana Misra. Only then
lady, Bharathi, the wife a. €

& llrt:ver:r: f!(l:l\::?a Govindam" Hence his absolute monism s virtual-
;hde coted. “Saundarya Lahari' is the description of divine b;:;;y in the
e Hence he established Sharada Peeta, not a Brahma:

Love is the fundamental basis of life. It 1sdcxl}?msse;jr g
f contradiction ct.
not deny the existence of ;
The. hﬂ?c?t:: a very small part. This is unduly e,\aggemr:;l b ;Vni/;‘:
= ; i Wi acce
W::Acpar/[culnrly Darwin. This is acceptable to all lhosree e
the notion of the privileged people. Oul: u:ahd‘:ug»;dly o
it itiy to serve the othe s e
S e a), which_then opens out vision.
[f we do not love, we won't
the

notion.

can easily destroy the false €20, (A}:v\kar
the truth of the living being. -

chzag“l::fy we will not destroy our false ego, we will be bound to

ser f

worst kind of object, i.e. false ego.

v e often
i an ea ay to take us to the goal : more
amarga is not an easy way to take o o]
h G:arwminly inflate the ego. Thisis glaringly sreenl :n:;dm'dn.
;c:::,:;s who no doubt follow the Gnanamarga, though of a 1o
; i { love is not at all recognized
his phenomenon of love is nof :
ey Ludwig Feverbach who vas
was toying with the

The full meaning of
d laughed at
by Marxists. Marx scoffed an e
hnys great teacher, when the latter in his last days,
idea of building a religion of love.
Power based on Love, is motherly; it is
The other kind of power 1S
ive; it is not challenged. Itis fearless. t o
Pgw:is\‘l:(-:’ituislsa?:dys challenged. It is not tenacious. Itis afr‘?}dp:)’:‘g‘:iul g
Cien innis is the core agati, 2
. Winning by love is
‘hallenged and over thrown. 7 .
i/aishnavll: concept. It is the basis of Prem Marga.

Love is a feminine quality.

. any use
These two are the basics of our great culture. ];h:ﬂ'i.e E
hem ? Marxists, who do ot think much of the heritage, can be ©7
e Bat how ean RS excuse itself—or be cxcused ? The pover <o
s ot at all Eastern ; it is Western. Gandhili's e s
csq:l ogfr:hsasa‘rscr:le(y much native. 1 hope this my comment is legitimate.
atya

found,
arrived
arm o leg of a corpse, to claim

Since official and voluntary assistance has been promised to Budh-
bet sufferers in ample measure, DRI concentrated on helping sufferers in
outlying villages. The Institute has decided to build ten houses each in

the ravaged villages of Shirod and Loladgaon, at a total cost of Rs. 3
cs only.




News From Far And Near

“Alternative Agriculture”
The U.S. National Academy of Sciences has found that farmers
who apply few or no chemicals to crops are usually as productive as
those who use pesticides and synthetic fertilizers. The group has thus
recommended changing federal subsidy programs that encourage use of
chemicals.

Since the end of World War 11, farmers have been taught by agri
cultural universitics and the Department of Agriculture that the best way
{o increase output is to use ample amounts of chemical fertilizer and
then protect the harvest with generous applications of pesticides.

If farm subsidies were reduced, researchers say, it is likely that
farmers would no longer produce surpluses marketable only to the
government; they might be encouraged o try natural techniques. That
would bring supply in linc with demand, raising prices and maki
for the subsidies. This year, farm subsidies cost the government $ 13.9

billion.

The study from the nation’s pre-eminent body of scientists, released
on Sept. 7, is perhaps the most important confirmation of the success of
practices based on biological interactions instead of chemicals. Farming
methods that play down chemicals have been developed by farmers over
the last two decades almost entirely outside of the Department of Agri-
culture, agricultural universities and other institutions in American
farming. The study was paid for by the Dapartment of Agriculture, the
Kellogg Foundation and four other groups.

“Well-managed alternative farms use less synthetic chemical ferti-
lizers, pesticides and antibiotics without necessarily decreasing, and in
some cases, increasing per-acre crop yields and the productivity of
livestock systems,” said the committee in the report, ‘‘Alternative
Agriculture.”

Several interested groups criticized the academy’s conclusions.
“There seems to be little science involved in this whole area,” said Thomas
E. Waldinger, a spokesman for the Fertilizer Institute, the Washington
based association for the § 8 billion US. fertilizer industry.

The Board of Agriculture said natural farm practices involved 4
spectrum of techniques that have the common goals of reducing costs, pre”
serving the environment and protecting human health. The goals ar®
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achieved primarily by reducin; iminatis
3 g or el a ic fz

g iminating toxic farm chemicals and.
_Among the practices cited as successful in the
;Z;:::‘r:< of S battle weeds, diseases and insects, and to k
E soil naturally.  Another is the production of erops ni
o combination. The report also said natural practices frerp
lemanded greater management skills and more work i
‘based practices. 5

report are careful

than  chemical-

It is not known how many rican farmers practise natural tech
ny American farmers practis ni
1 o an fa actise natural techni:
ques, bult it ls.!houghl that at least per cent of the nation’s 2.1 m'll'o‘n
farmers have adopted such techniques; the numbers may be much gre y Ir
greater.

Law-makers face a variety ofy
ariety of‘pressures for a shift
ashift, ranging f
ost of farm programs — more than § 136 billion  smes. 195
onsumer concerns about pesficides in their food and pollution

\agricu]luml chemicals to chronic food sury i

pluses throughout most of the

But there remain stron

1 a g concerns in the agricultural i
bo;n natural farming. One concern is. that the quantity and cuit, ot
food could be sharply reduced; another is that  the cost of o s
fise. This last fear is one that even supporters of natura] furre ool
uld be well-founded SR

In Massachusetts, apple farmers learned to control
voracious pest, with one application of diluted insect
moment, when the insects are most vulnerable,
‘determined times, as was the common practice
cently.

coddling moths,
ticide at the crucial
, instead of 5 to 10 pre-
in New England until

Some of California’s largest far
E st farms began f0 grow i
fithout ans synteti pesticides, joining Hitlreds: o siie i
the Salianas Valley, a major lettuce grower developed e
ipment that sucks inseets from the plans instead of killing. then - woip
lem  wit|

oxic sprays. Fruit growers are using d

0 using wasps aj ial i
e Ps and other beneficial insects to
.

When is a tomato NOT a tomato ?

3 ]"hc California biotechnology company,

hat will look, taste, and feel like an (\rdmavr
clever feat of genetic engineering, H

nd mushy as they ripen, /

algene, has created a tomato
4 : tomato. But because of
gene that makes tomatoes

: : 20 soft
has been blocked. This means that Calgene's




Manthan
60

g s have gone
tomato will stay firm in  the supermarket long after others he £

Over the next few years dozens of companies are _expected to llow
ollo
ey s of companies are expected to
the next few years do ‘
n Calgene’s footsteps, transforming the U.S. food supply with genetically
B 5 ;
engineered versions of everything from orange juice to corn

With millions of research and development dollars alrcz\dly ;rxce::;d
il ¢ in potential sales at stake, the debate over which course
‘;d;ﬂgl\‘ﬂ; § Food & Drug Administration) should take, has become
the FDA (US. "
heated. .
The Calgene tomato presents a compllcz\:cd pr:;:lﬂ,s e;m(::gcnz
ool of geneto engineerng are used o change the product itll, - Caleene
ists altered the tomato’s genes to prevent formation i emyme
e B the tomato, so hat growers can let it ripen on the vine before
'i\}z\ﬂrtv::\(lllfgim;king it sweeter—and keep it on sale long afterward.

““An organism is harmonious orchestration of thousands a\;d uk\mt.»
| e ran|
<ands of different genes.” said the commissioner ofi:\; Fr;:;,ng oy
o i asi ene is like ai e
e “The introduction of a single new gene i .
Y’O:"nr V}‘c have to determine whether the violin is doing something very
violin. a X
different or adding to the whole chorus,

i g a e have
It is scientifically plausible that adding or deleting a gen ‘fnul:il i
nexpected consequenes elsewhere in the plant, afecting mutriional oo
e example, or growth rate. This has led some to ca
regulatory review.

P aret Mellon

“We are moving into unknown realms here,” said Mzrgdrm N:i ’

: i o g a gene to
ofthe National Wildife Federation. “When you get rid of 2
ke a tomato go softer, you don't know what else youve done.

els of
“1f you look at the physical properties of tomatoes, the m_:j
A and C, all the things that make a tomato a tomato, we're

said Donald Emlay, Calgene's director of r

not

vitamin !
going to change anything
latory affairs.

i i e chemical
But right behind_ Calgenc’s application is one from the chemics
fant, Monsanto Co., where a tomato has been genetically nnecrsd
o ; il s bacterium—Wwi s
the Bacillus thuringensi
ress a gene—taken from o e
O the insects that attack the tomato. plant. The new g, whic
(s insct poison into every tomato cell, has never been part of
5 any cans.
P lant before and could not have been added by any other m

m , .
n pesticide, still just a tomato
Is a tomato that has its own built-in pe:
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Moscow’s TV Healer of Body & Soul

USA has clergymen who run their ‘ministry" through T. V. And riow
ussia has a Healer on its Telly. Every day at 7.15 A. M. Russian T. V.
fbegins its programme ‘120 Minutes’. And along comes Allan Chumak.

Sitting behind a desk, this middle-aged man with a mane of white
air stares out at his viewers and flings his hands about. Five minutes
of silent thrashing, and he is done

Chumak’s followers—and there are lacs of them, according to the
felegrams, letters and bouquets of flowers he gets every day.

—say they
feel his “healing encrgy,”

even via video-tape. They put bottles of water,
@nd open tubes of cold cream in front of his televised image. Later ir
the day, they drink *“Chumak-charged” water and rub the charged cream
fon themselves for further healing.

Recently, the government newspaper [zvestia reported that “‘practi-
gally every city now has its own popular extra-sensory healer. Until recen-
ly, healers like Chumak would have been guided, urgently, by their
local police to the nearest jail or psychiatric hospital. Now, Glasnost,
indifferent medical care and a certain old native belicf in extra-sensory
Powers have led to their remarkable success in the Soviet Union

On a cool, late summer ecvening recently, more than 300 people
athered in front of Chumak’s house, “I came here all the way from
Kemerovo in Siberia,” said Lyubova Gornaya, a S0-year-old woman suffer-
from asthma, bronchitis and a bad leg. “Doctors are worth nothing
th Chumak, I can feel his energy all throught me. But now I want
get closer to television”. Allan Chumak is our last hope,” said
holorolo from Rostov. “My grand daughter has an awful leg. She
ps. So 1 brought her picture here with me. I know it will help.” And
Shumak obliges them with flinging his hands around.

Atfirst the people around him, his mother included, thought he

“gone nuts.” But aftera while, he says, “they came to understand

ind believe me.” Chumak quit his job in journalism, and now he works
time as a saver of body and soul.

Chumak is not content to heal the world. He also wants to change
weather, if need be, and help feed the Soviet Union, ““Vast amounts
our farm produce just rot before they can get to the stores. Now
Ne're doing an experiment to see if I can radiate the energy that will be
Preservative and help store fruits and vegetables,”
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Hazards of Left-Handers ve instituted five matching prizes for the Arts. The prizes will be

gnown as Premium Imperiale. It will carry cash prizes of § 1 lac for

Believe it or not, but other things being the same, left handers live ifetime achievement in the various arts

less long than right-handers. Although the rescarchers, {‘rom e
University of British Columbia in Vancouver were amazed l;r = The first Selection Committee consists of five world statesmen, Chirac,
ings, first reported 10 years ago, recent work seems to bear them out. ath and Fanfani, former Premiers of France, UK and Italy, respective-
f3 Sehmidt, former Chancellor of West Germany and David Rockefeller
f the Chase Manhattan Bank. For the first few years, Japanese artists
ill not be cligible for the prize.

They suggest a number of possible cxplanations, ranging from
increased accident rates to diseases linked to differences in_brain structure
between lefties and righties.  Stanley Coren, psychologist, and his
colleagues discovered the phenomenon in 1979 while checking routine
health statistics.

Mexico Gas Chamber

At 10 years old, they found about 15 per cent of people are left-
handed. By the age of 20, 13 per centare. By 50, it drops to 5 per cent.
At 80, there are virtually no left-handers.

Mexico City, capital of Mexico, is the largest city in the world, with

pulation of two crores. But it his a unique problem. Since the city

surrounded by hills, the noxious gases produced by its 29 lac cars, can-

Bt always rise above these hills and then out in the atmosphere. And

lat makes Mexico the most polluted city in the world. For example, at

Bes, its carbon monoxidz levels are found fifty fimes the levels considered
for humans.

have been retraining them-
“We thought at first that people must

selves to be right-handed”, Mr. Coren said. Actually the left-handed had
;iled. The average age of the left-handed is nine months less !

Bias against lefi-handedness appears early in the human record, w
it remains solidly planted in the language. In Celtic, the word for left
means “weak”’ or “broken” and the word for right means “strong” or
“straight”. In Latin, dextra is right, from which comes the word de};un‘\)yr;
lef is sinistra, from which comes the word sinister. The French for .
is gauche (our “gawky”), while the word for right droit means “straigh
or “the law”.

Although neither the hills nor the motor cars can be eliminated,
exican government has prepared a § 3 billion programme to fight pollu-
. Japan has offered credits of § 1 billion.

Lenin’s & Stalin’s Brains examined
o * The brains of Lenin and Stalin were studied in Moscow after their

to see if their physical shape was related to the Soviet leaders’
onalities, a weekly magazine reported on August 30.

No 5-Star Hotel in Russia

Believe it or not, there isnot asingle Sstar hotel in Russa:
The only 4star hotel, now started, is the Savoy, with amuu‘;z‘u»;?y
Finnish management. Only people with foreign exchange, _preferably 8
with credit cards—which, in practice, will mean only affluent foreigner
can stay in this hotel.

Oleg Adrianov, head of Moscow's Brain Research Institute, told the
€, Science and Religion, that “the examinations showed the
ior organization and the potential for balance in the brain of Lenin.”
did not reveal the results of the Stalin examination.

s

ja's first a g ssian = : : : .
Moscow Savoy has Russia’s first and only casino. But Russ rE . .
ua opals canlt gamble et llectual activity almost until his very death and writing his remarkable
s Carticles”, Mr. }
The hotel staff, part-Russian part-Finnish, has been recruited from | Mr. Adrianoy wrote,
universities.
Japan’s ‘Nobel’ Prizes

el Prize for Science, Mediciny
The world has long known the Nobel c y
Literature etc. And now Japan Media and Communications Corporatio;
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| Brewing succes
the Apeejay wa

ur blend is simple.

We put the special entreprencurial skills
of the Apecjay Group to work.
Introduced fresh ideas
to a fraditional business.
Initiated progressive cost controls
and financial management.
Expanded and modernized factorics.
Restored sound agricultural practices.
And the results are there for all to see.
Abundant quantity.

Sustained quality.
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