


“Let him consider the cause and not the caste; go with the worthy rather
than with the winner. Choose the right man and see that the man you
choose wins; that will be your victory”

-Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya
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Hollow Claims of Moral Victory & Moral Defeat

Dr. Anirban Ganguly

The greatest test for
any political party lies
in its will for power.

A curious obscurity
has been allowed to
grow around this

will in our country

as if it were sinful or
at least ugly to want
power... After all, a
political party exists
because of policies
and programmes
which it believes
essential for the nation
and the world and
which it must equip
with the force of the

government.

the Bharatiya Janata Party has been interpreted in an interesting way by

the losers and by those who support the losers and side with them in order
to try and buttress their pipe dream of leading India in 2019. The Congress, led by
its leader who has seen maximum electoral defeats has called the Gujarat verdict
a “moral victory” for the Congress, while Trinamool Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee, whose party members have already started drumming up her hopes for
Delhi in 2019 has called the verdict a “moral defeat” for the BJP.

All of a sudden, why is so much morality being showered on an electoral
victory in which the most “immoral” words and manners were used and expressed
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Moreover, what after all is a moral victory
in an electoral battle, where one fights to win and not complain? Rahul Gandhi’s
sudden recollection of the Bhagavad Gita’s dictum thus a few hours before the
results were misplaced, the Gita certainly teaches dispassionate or non-attached
action, but the dictum also makes it clear that such an action needs to be perfect,
needs to be focused on the goal and not become an alibi for justifying failure.
Aspiring for victory in an electoral battle is must and is natural; it is only losers who
speak of moral victory and defeat. One is reminded of Dr Ram Manohar Lohia’s
observation on our attitude to power, The Communist parties, which have turned
into glorified trumpeters for the Congress and its first family have also jumped into
the fray and instead of seriously debating on how to resurrect their sagging fortunes,
are now confabulating on how to prop up the Congress. The confabulations will
reach no conclusion except that it will create more dialectical divisions within the
CPIM itself which is already infested by non-performing leaders, failed ideologues
and depleting cadres.

T he Gujarat election results which has seen a sixth consecutive victory for

All of sudden an electoral victory and electoral battle was being examined
under the lens of morality by a party like the Congress which has, in the past five
odd decades, worked to decimate all our democratic institutions and has repeatedly
mocked our democratic aspirations.

What moral victory is the Congress celebrating when all its seniors’
leaders lost the elections in Gujarat? What moral victory does the Congress and its
drumbeaters speak of when throughout the entire campaign and much before the
dates were announced all that the Congress did was to push the caste narrative in
the forefront and support such self-styled leaders whose entire politics was based
on abuse, subterfuge and false promises?

The Congress’s past record of governance in Gujarat had pushed the
state to the brink, those who still recall those years shudder at the thought of that
phase returning when curfews and caste conflicts were the order of the day. What
the Congress repeatedly displays is arrogance in defeat and refuses to seriously
introspect on the fact that despite its attempt to divide Gujarat’s society along caste
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and religion one saw an overwhelming vote for the
BJP, especially from those sections that the Congress
projected as being disaffected with the BJP. It has also
not been able to explain away the fact that the BJP’s
vote share increased and now stands at nearly 50%, a
convincing achievement for a party that has been in
power for over two decades and has had to face and
address various issues and challenges.

What however the Gujarat elections really
throw up is what Prime Minister Modi cautioned while
addressing workers on the evening of the victory on
18 December. He observed that throughout this phase

concerted efforts were made to re-inject the poison of
casteism into the veins of Gujarat and to bring back
an era of chronic instability and fear. “It has taken a
lifetime for workers like us”, he pointed out, “to cleanse
the state of that poison”. The Gujarat election results
must reinforce, in those who believe in a new Indian
narrative, the determination to resist those efforts of re-
injecting that divisive poison.

It must strengthen our resolve to display our
determination to ceaselessly strive for creation and
consolidation of “New India.”
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Salient Points of PM Narendra Modi’s address at
the Ease of Doing Business event
on 4*"Nov, 2017

I am very happy to be here today. I sense a well-deserved
mood of celebration here.

The World Bank has recognized the stupendous work
done by us towards improving Ease of Doing Business.

We are now among the top hundred countries in the
Doing Business rankings. In a short time of three years
we have improved forty-two ranks.

I thank Ms. Kristalina Georgieva for being with us on
this joyous occasion.

It shows World Banks commitment to encourage
nations to undertake reforms which benefit society and
economy.

Her presence today will motivate our team to do even
better in the coming days and months.

Over the last three years, I have been constantly telling
the domestic and foreign investor community that we
in India are making sincere efforts to improve ‘ease of
doing business.And Friends! India has Walked the Talk.

This year, Indias jump in ranking is the highest.
India has been identified as one of the top reformers.
Congratulations to all who have worked for this. You
have done the nation proud.

This improvement is important:

B Because it is an indicator of Good Governance in the
Country;

W Because it is a measure of the quality of our public
policies;

B Becauseitisa benchmark of transparency of processes;

W Because, ease of doing business, also leads to ease of
life;

B And, ultimately, it reflects the way people live, work
and transact in a society.

We are a young country and job creation is an
opportunity as well as a challenge. Therefore, to leverage
the energy of our youth, we are positioning India as a
Start-up Nation and a global manufacturing hub.

We have launched various initiatives, such as Make in
India and Start-up India.

Through these initiatives, combined with the new eco-
system of a formal economy and a unified tax regime,
we are trying to create a NEW INDIA.

An India where opportunities are created and harnessed
to the advantage of the needy. We are particularly keen
to develop India into a knowledge based, skill supported
and technology driven society.

A good beginning has been made through the Digital
India and Skill India initiatives.
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s addresses valedictory
session of National Law Day — 2017
on 26" Nov, 2017

IR TR H TS T fe FSIT aTe &, 3T & Aecarot o
T AR ek ST Shl STCHT ST TR T e ST Tkl
R 1 o AW e {1 3| rent Y, 36 faflaa g o 68 A
T TR foRa ST gt Uferenfess oe e

39 o Uep Usg o R W g TR o o oter o wmw fewm
ot fadent we grfY, forar formt & = gl o famm, o wfoam
forerehT weh-uh 3ree g forq e €, gsiiar 2

AT 1 fo 27 o wfore fatarsty st 98 e o ot fo 2
AT o S1E STal U] AT T3 SFHTGT o T ST SIg hl FOT

TG T B, 1 36 O o= o T T UHT W€ Sed BT, St
guff sl TlenTd &, SATET 19 T ol

5 29 & Uk 2SI @ SaTer U B, @) U AT W9 |, 99E 9t
Y SITET ST B, LT S STl doh H T &d 8,
ITehT AT AT BT, Ferehl STREATSTY Shl TR i o &1E 3
VT TEATaST AR ST STTEH el 9|

79 gt 1 937 &L afth 36 oTd T TETE © Toh gHg % 91 sAn
Gfarer 7 BT qieT sl IR foram 81 39N G 3 39 o ol &1
3 SATIIHT ol TTeTd GTferd foha &, ST shad o T omr o |y Sy
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TR ST o WA AT, e FHTL SHRT |iae™ T <
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¥ HaTer Fadh SIS A1 SR 7 S AN o | e, Sfeeh
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STITS-SATRIEATSAT T THEA Y, Th THL BT e hL T 27
Th Eﬁ EQ) Support, Tsh Eﬁ Eal strengthen X T&l K

75 oS TR S 1942 T el Sft T RGBSt AR HT IEH
ToraT o, QY ST Ueh 7% o1l § WX AT AT| B S, BT, B R,
TR T I Folt gt aier o channeliseﬁ@aﬁ'{sﬁaﬂ
o o1 o o sTe ST e, g T gyl

e HTCT SITE & §el Tl o 75 T o6 el HATG| 56 Tohee BIoht
I TR T AT G AT 2, FoT H1 T SHR TociarelT STt
J @ o Sﬂﬁ?%@ﬁwaﬁ T Sott channelisem%ﬁ"ﬁ,
34 T =1 3fean st wom g e & S Eem

WA ST AT T Al ST o7 21§ ST St bl famm
& forg w1 & Hdefen Ee i e w R H
ATl 81 20 Tt H gH Uh S A S Lok Ioh & I
21t Bt 7 = 3 s o fore, &/ |l sl Hehed =T Bl

I A1 A o {1 Golden Period 1 OT& 81 331 7 STcAfraTE
T T AR ST & a1 47 2| Fia o o 38k i gar &t
FUS TR sl TBIMh B8 HT & 21 36 ThiIcHs AR
T TR ST BH =] 31T oh T T AT gd =IemT 2l

T Y WL T foh A UTH g 9 8, B9 I WL =l foh
1 ot difei & e st T sk Serar, dt giaera & ot
T TR UM ST AT & & 7T hiT B, 38T S 3§ T 81 &
Y GereRt T o Tehd foh 38eh IIOTTH 3TTd-31Td a7 89 T2 &
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s Speech at Global
Entrepreneurship Summit, 2017
on 28" Nov, 2017

We are happy to host the 2017 Global Entrepreneurship
Summit in partnership with the Government of the
United States of America.

The Summit is being held in South Asia for the first
time.

It brings together leading investors, entrepreneurs,
academicians, think-tanks and other stakeholders to
propel the global entrepreneurship ecosystem.

This event not only connects the Silicon Valley with
Hyderabad but also show-cases the close ties between
the United States of America and India.

It underlines our shared commitment towards

encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation.

The topics picked for this year’s summit include
healthcare and life sciences; digital economy and
financial technology; energy and infrastructure; and

media and entertainment. These are all important issues,
relevant to the well-being and prosperity of mankind.

The theme “Women First, Prosperity for All” makes
this edition of GES stand out. In Indian mythology,
woman is an incarnation of Shakti — the Goddess of
power. We believe women empowerment is vital to our
development.

Our history has references to women of remarkable
talent and determination.Indian women continue to
lead in different walks of life. Our space programmes,
including the Mars Orbiter Mission, have had immense
contribution from our women scientists. Kalpana
Chawla and Sunita Williams, both of Indian origin,
have been part of US space missions.

Three out of four oldest High Courts in India are now
headed by women judges. Our sportswomen have done
the country proud. This very city of Hyderabad is home
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to SainaNehwal, PV Sindhu, and Sania Mirza, who have

brought laurels to India.

India has been an incubator for innovations and
entrepreneurship over the ages.

The digital world we live in today is based on the binary
system. The invention of zero, foundation of this binary
system happened with Aryabhatta’s work in India.

An entrepreneur uses knowledge and skills to fulfil a
motive. Entrepreneurs see opportunity in adversity.
They try to meet felt needs by making processes more
convenient and comfortable for the end user. They are
patient and determined.

Our Start-Up India programme is a comprehensive
action plan to foster entrepreneurship and promote
innovation. It aims to minimize the regulatory burden
and provide support to startups. Over 1200 redundant
laws have been scrapped, 87 rules for FDI have been
eased in 21 sectors, and several government processes
have been taken online.

Our government has taken several steps to improve the
business environment. The jump in India’s ranking in
the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Report, from
142 to 100, in three years, is a result of this.

We have improved on indicators like dealing with
getting
minority investors, paying taxes, enforcing contracts

construction permits, credit, protecting

and resolving insolvency.

The process is not yet complete. This is an area where
we are not satisfied with 100th rank. We would strive
towards 50th rank.

We have launched the MUDRA scheme to provide easy
finance of upto one million rupees to entrepreneurs.
Since its launch in 2015, over 90 million loans worth
4.28 trillion rupees have been sanctioned. Of these,
more than 70 million loans have been sanctioned to
women entrepreneurs.

India has improved its rank from 54 in 2014 to 35 in
2016 on the World BanKk’s Logistics Performance Index.
This signifies the relative ease and efficiency with which
products can be moved into and from a country.

An investment-friendly environment needs to be
stable from the macro-economic perspective. We have
succeeded in containing the fiscal and current account
deficits, and curbing inflation. Our foreign exchange
reserves have crossed 400 billion dollars, and we
continue to attract large foreign capital flows.

To my young entrepreneur friends from India, I would
like to say: each of you has something valuable to
contribute towards creating a New India by 2022.

You are vehicles of change and instruments of India’s
transformation.

To my entrepreneur friends from across the globe, I
would like to say: Come, Make in India, Invest in India
— for India, and for the world.

I invite each one of you to become a partner in India’s
growth story. And once again assure you of our whole-
hearted support.
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Salient Points of PM Narendra Modi’s address
at the inaugural session of 90th Annual General
Meeting of FICCl on 13" Dec, 2017

AN T&T Uk UET oeen o=1 e e ghem 39 o 9 o
T ol

BIAN-BE ST o T 38 T8 =T 98 T 9N T hl Sk
A GATH &, I8 119 Frlaw TSy, dT Foen 1g 37 Sfrar
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Sensitive {2l @ﬁmﬁmﬁsﬁﬁaﬁwﬁﬁm
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TorSTTeT 7t =T 31 STerHTel! TTgel § SIgd ST GRAT HATTh <1
o Triel § feriiy & st <t et g § fshereht STaeh st
AT

it e, | ugrs, wiferT qud srare-srefifid) St g
o @ o RIS shl SRRl i GHeTd g HE

HTY TR Toh TR T o ASTAHT 3h ST I S H T@d 8¢

TEc o TET 8, ASHTE 4T R

FEHT foIehel contrast HTTehT U] GTR H o i e 34
3NH FB ¢ JATIET I ARG FUS % A 3T T, et W
EEIEICEREIREREIRIRIRI]

T ST T 2 op weet ot wreRr ot Aifert 3 v e sifeR
T T A T, 30 W TRt T IS W forer B A e 3
IS NPA =T ST gocdl 7 T&T &, o Ugel shl TR |
STl Y, 36 TR T & 7S Teld €T Liability &

STl WHR H oS F AN GRT sfohi T 31 STt Fo fomiy
ST oht A AT ST T&T o, ae et St Teemd s
L &1 ff798er hl TR H SIS TN ST 9,sfeh ot STHd o1, 3T
ST T ST AT STSIR & ST €T ff STt off fof et 21 T e

¥ NPAs JUIT ETHR T G ST =TT ATl hieaed, 2 i,
FIr, @t T FE SATET ST TIAT F Teh e § THE § 93
AT G ST o HTEH ST ohl TS 6T 71 offl S
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Tfr, ek fereen i 59 gawm it e e o forg, Ak freem
! AT i oh oY TR TN e 337 & 2

sfehi =hT Tt geferet BT, TTeehi 26T fed Gierd e, it o 1 fed
+ft gefera

FRDI &1 Tt TS helTs SIT Tal 8| SR ATeehi o fod guierd
T o o, Sfehi H STT 399k USft sht gefard T o fore s s
T R, AT Tell 38k 31 31 thelTs o1 Tl &

ity o ATt UET HITRTRT ol ATehTH S § TOherehT STet S st
DIUCIEAS EXR

AT oga Hl ST &, FSeeh asT8 & WRd T 78 shifd i JEATT
FLHHATR
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s address at the
commissioning ceremony of naval submarine INS
Kalvari at Mumbai on 14 Dec, 2017

A T €l g ARART & ¢ sga e 1 fo @) & et
Feranfert o 39 YfeTfie Suefoy T agd-agd auTE daT g

INS el Tgss shi TS 1 AHIUT HLAT, B [T Sgd S
T ST 81 F 337 3hT ST ohT T & WA 18T bl +ff SIga-sgd
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Sttt < 3Tk, AT he T Teh shl 1k SHRT TR AT sht
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Feramar e R 21 et ey g 2w &
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YFNTET U8 M B AT 39 € S5
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Qﬁ qa& WT%, gdeh 2 SH%TQ AT T Modern 3T Multi-
Dimentional AT q3 & H wifd & %I'Q, TR & %I'Q A
TG e AT

e atg v it Tiifaes 3T 31fdfeh Maritime Partnership 5@
eI, &1 Framework 31 ASTe[d fohaT 1T 38T €, 368 36 & 3t
T 37 AT 2t &

Tz ¥ ffe Srfhart & Trg Fmor o forg sTfies qrera e et
21 3afTT TR 3 T at et oft ufix 2, bt | Wi
& et afeen 30 & o STCTT-STTHT <11 ohi AT Uedl &

TE THZ o T 3T ST SATAHATE &, Piracy I 0T 8, §6
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et ftrent T T 8
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first responder ST ?
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IR o <, Tifer ST werfRic o HRT H WA o Aol e =ed 8

BT WL 2T FeaT ot 1 STghet T redt &1 e aifesh
T T SR FLea ot Wi IS 21 AT ¥l ST € fob foher b
HATIHATE T WA o RIATH Teh STeRdT S o &9 H ST [T
SIRGIR

TR T ATt S SR Afehi sht ST T Tiom @ for ST
YT T A UET TRl bl A6 T Bl foaT| S o 36
I 37 o 200 H ST HATchT, SHH-HTHIT Iferer AT gefraredt
o TEANT § W ST ok o TeeTSi ol St 1 ot bl et
R
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T, AT HIU T off foh 3Tk TSI T AT G T 2
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Hemant
Karandikar

The economic transformation of India under PM
Modi: It isn’t jobless growth!

already been globally acclaimed. A 30 point

jump in World BanKk’s ‘Ease of doing business
index’ and Moodys’ recent upgrade to our credit rating
are but confirmations of the same. Within India, the
narrative in most main stream media is controlled
by vested political and business interests so they
highlight ‘economy’s tanking’ based on selective data
(one quarter’s GDP), and anecdotal information on
job losses -never mind the pickup in urban and rural
consumption (consumer packaged goods and durables,
telecom and mobiles, cars, two wheelers, tractors) and
buoyant direct and indirect tax collections.

P M Modis handling of Indias economy has

And one is not even talking about the rising
stock market, which they say is ignoring banks’ NPA
mountain, lack of private investment, and increasing
crude oil prices.

If you keep aside the prism of politics, survey of
after survey shows PM Modi’s approval rating of 80%
and more even after three years in office. Most new
governments are well past ‘honeymoon’ and are in the
throes of ‘midlife crisis at this stage.

Surely, demonetization and surgical strikes
against Pakistan are the big factors behind PM Modji’s
popularity. Yet, such one off activities don’t explain his
and his government’s high level of approval ratings. The
answer may be in what is happening below the radars of
economists and media.

State reaches the poorest of poor with money
meant for them

Instead of abandoning UPA’s Aadhaar program,
Modi Government embraced it and launched a massive
drive to open Aadhaar linked Jan Dhan Yojana bank
account scheme. The program was initially criticized
for zero balances putting strain on banking system.
To date, 30.60 Crore beneficiaries have banked so
far with Rs 67,687.72 Crore balance in accounts. The
government expanded the the biometric identity
program for plugging leakages in subsidy regime
and ensured that subsidy benefits reach the intended
people. (Former PM Rajiv Gandhi had said that only
Rs 15 reached the poor out of every Rs 100 spent on
subsidies — 85% leakage!) While Manmohan Singh
government forever remained in pilot phase of DBT
scheme (Direct Benefit Transfer), Modi Government
used the Aadhaar- Jan Dhan Accounts platform to
transfer benefits directly to the poorest of poor. State
governments came on board and the DBT program
was expanded to cover from MNREGA to scholarships.
The biometric identity technology was also used to
weed out fictitious accounts in public distribution
system in states ( 2.33 Cr bogus ration cards deleted)
and subsidized LPG cylinder scheme. The subsidized
LPG availability for genuine households improved so
much that from waiting periods of weeks and months,
it became as simple as sending SMS for LPG booking
and getting quicker deliveries. Over 10 Lakh better
off households gave up LPG subsidy after PM Modi
appealed.
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Modi Government launched a free LPG
connection scheme -Ujjwala -aiming to benefit 5 Cr
of below poverty line families by 2019. Freedom from
smoke emitting chullahs is the benefit.

Cumulative subsidy savings due to Aadhar
based authentication were Rs 50,000 Cr until December
2016. The DBT coverage will go up from 84 schemes to
533 central payout schemes by March 2018.

What we have seen and what will be witnessing
in future is one the biggest subsidy overhaul anywhere
in the world. When one considers that subsidies are
now actually reaching the intended poor beneficiaries
— crores and crores of them — one begins to understand
why the masses support PM Modi in a big way.

Creation of livelihoods at the bottom of pyramid

Subsidies help and make living more tolerable
for the poor, but you need a livelihood to live. Most
of the narrative in mainstream media is fixated on
GDP growth rates and interest rates. Growth without
adequate participation of masses is not only unjust, it is
also unsustainable as the boom and bust cycles during
Congress rule.

Modi governments ambitious MUDRA
scheme uses the Jana Dhan Aadhaar Mobile (J.A.M.)
to encourage individuals to be job creators. Under
this scheme, over Rs 4 Lakh Crore of loans have been
disbursed to over 9.6 Crore micro enterprises since 2015.
The loan are given for business, transport vehicles, loans
for starting personal services like saloons, tailoring
shops, repair shops, courier services, food processing
or textile related activities. The loan amounts vary from
Rs 50,000 to Rs 5 Lakhs and up to Rs 10 Lakhs under
various schemes.

A survey by SKOCH has found that the MUDRA
scheme has generated over 5.Crore direct and indirect
jobs in first two years. It is very heartening that this has
happened by funding the unfunded -nearly half the
beneficiaries belong to under privileged classes, 20%
are from SC, 5% from ST, and over 70% are women.

Jobs at being created at the bottom of pyramid
while large and medium private industry struggles with
a hangover of loans taken and excess capacities created
during the previous boom cycle. The Modi government

has stepped in during last three years with public
investments in infrastructure building which again has
been adding jobs - for example road construction - at
lower skill levels.

Jobs and livelihoods are definitely being created
at the bottom of pyramid with its own unique multiplier
effects through higher demand for daily consumption
items and services.

The next phase of Bharatnet project to provide
broadband connectivity to gram panchayats will give
further boost to rural economy.

A huge transformation at the grass roots

The dramatic and massive demonetization of
2011 brought hidden and mostly illegally accumulated
cash out in the open. The contraction of black economy
will play out in years to come through follow up actions
like benami property seizures and Income tax surveys
and tax collections.

There is a second welcome benefit.
Demonetization gave a thrust to digital transactions
at the bottom of the pyramid. The middle and upper
classes anyway have access to credit cards and net
banking. Initiatives like UPI (United Payment Interface)
and BHIM apps and e-wallets rode on the massive
Jan Dhan Bank platform and empowered the poor in
conducting transactions among themselves overcoming
the barriers of distance and access. A craftsman can sell
her products and receive payments from anywhere in
her bank account.

Such faster transactions bring efficiencies and
growth.

The combined effect of subsidies reaching
the poor, clean fuel for households, and creation of
livelihoods is that the economic environment the
poor has been improving by leaps and bounds. This
explains the increasing levels of support to PM Modi
even after three years and despite tough decisions like
demonetization.

Transformation of the top layer of economy

The top always grabs headlines. Therefore, we
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know that elimination of political corruption at the
top, improvements in ease of doing business through
major and micro level changes in laws, rules, and
procedures, Make in India and Startup India programs,
GST and a responsive and effective Modi Government
have brought major changes in the formal economy.
As industry comes out its capacity overhang and banks
come out of their bad loans overhang, growth of the
large and medium sectors will rebound.

Global financial institutions like the World Bank,
Moodys and Morgan Stanley and global and Indian
industry leaders all attest to this.

The middle economy

Indian economy has a mixed middle. The first
middle, the salaried class, has been at the receiving end
of inflation, dropping interest rates, house purchases
that needed a lot of cash, and day to day corruption.
This is the class that earns white money, pays taxes per
force and has to feed part of it into black economy
under duress.

The second middle is that of realty and jewelry
sectors, trade and professional services like doctors,
lawyers and accountants. This second middle has
ability to hide incomes, evade taxes , and get rules bent
through cash transactions. They generate and spend
black money routinely.

Both these middles have been complaining
about a State that willfully wastes money on subsidies by
letting middlemen pocket them. It has been complaining
about big time corruption like 2G, Coal scams and day
to day corruption.

Modi Government has made sure that India’s middles
have less reasons to complain as far the center is
concerned. Curbing day to day corruption is mostly in
the hands of the state governments and local bodies and
alot action is needed from them. But the fact is that the
both the middles have much less reasons to complain.

The GST has surely confronted the richer layers of the
second middle with prospects of ‘less hidden profits’
and having to pay taxes. Many won’t be relishing this.
But the whole economic climate is changing and they
have lost whatever moral rationalization ( tax paid is
wasted by government) they had, to evade taxes.

It is easy to understand why the hugely complex GST
regime hasn't met with a big backlash. This is in the
same league of the popular support to demonetization.

It has been just three years

India’s economy is changing fast and the world
has sat up and taken notice. The poor and those with
hunger for improving their lot are putting in hard work.
Those who want to seize opportunities are seizing them.

But our Judiciary, Education, Irrigation,
Mass transportation, and Law and Order sectors are
lagging. States and Local bodies have to pull up their
performance. Our political class is still a major generator
of black money. That’s why it has been fighting pitched
battles against demonetization, GST, and linking of
PANs with Aadhaar. It is still is stuck with opposing for
the sake of opposing based on ideas like reservations,
quotas, communalism that out of sync with the masses.
Election after of election is exposing them. Elections in
Gujarat and Himachal will be no exceptions.

Our preoccupation with headline grabbing
macro-economic indicators like GDP must give way
to a more balanced view of our economy. For this we
need more surveys and better reporting by our financial
institutions. We need a better public discourse.

But we need to understand that ours is not a
jobless growth. We have to think beyond traditional
jobs and think of livelihoods. Even traditional jobs will
see growth once India’s top layer of economy comes out
excess capacities.

It has been just three years so there is a reason
to hope that the above and many other problems will be
resolved.

References:
https://www.pmjdy.gov.in/

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/Modi-Sarkar2-
Ujjwala-heralds-smoke-free-acche-din-for-Indias-poor/articleshow/52397967.cms

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/direct-
benefit-transfer-leads-to-rs-50000-crore-savings-for-government-in-3-years/
articleshow/57240387.cms

http://www.mudra.org.in/

http://inclusion.skoch.in/story/876/skoch-report-card-of-mudra-1176.html

(The author is a Leadership coach, writer, design consultant,
long distance runner, IIT Bombay alumnus)

November - December, 2017 1 7



Kishore Desai

Interpreting Doing Business
Rankings: Reading the fine print

he World Bank recently released its Doing

Business (DB) report for the year 2018. Published

annually, this report is widely considered as

a good reference document to examine how
easy it is to do business in a particular country. The
report objectively assesses the extent of simplicity,
clarity, predictability and enforceability of regulations
within which businesses operate on a day-to-day basis.
Economies are ranked on the basis of this assessment;
a higher rank reflecting a comparatively easier
environment for businesses to operate.

The 2018 DB assessment was particularly special
for India. Ranked 100 (out of 190 countries), India
reported its best ever performance this year. Further, in
terms of a year-on-year change, the country also saw the
highest improvement across all economies (a jump of
30 ranks from 2017 to 2018). One may recall here that,
in 2017, India’s rank improved marginally as compared
to that in 2016. Critics had used that opportunity to
come down heavily on the efficacy of government’s
policies and initiatives. They had argued that the 2017
DB findings showed that doing business remained as
difficult as earlier; that things haven’t improved at the
ground-level. As it turns out, critics and analysts get
so narrowly fixated with ranks per se that they often
tend to ignore the DB fine prints. Some key specifics are
argued below.

First, the World Bank ranks economies on the
basis of scores known as “Distance to Frontier” (DTF)”.
DTF measures the distance of an economy to the
“frontier” (i.e the best) for a set of 10 broad parameters
(some of which include, for example, :a) time and cost
to start a business; b) time and cost to get connected to
the electricity grid; c) ease of paying taxes etc.). Scores
for each parameter is given on a scale of 0 to 100; where
0 denotes the lowest performance and 100 the frontier
(i.e the best). World Bank also collects stakeholder
feedback for allocating DTE. For this purpose, it
administers an objective questionnaire to a set of small
and medium sized firms operating locally. While this
methodology is fine, the critics tend to overlook the
inter-country variation in sample size of respondents is
quite significant. For instance, on an overall basis, the
number of respondents surveyed in India for DB 2018
totaled 481. In contrast, the number of respondents
surveyed in New Zealand totaled 45, Singapore 82 and
Denmark 39. Further, a parameter-wise assessment
shows that, in many cases, scores were provided on the
basis of responses from as few as 2 to 3 firms. Such large
variation puts India at a disadvantage as compared to
countries like New Zealand and Singapore. This also
increases the judgment error as DTF score is influenced
by the feedback of all respondents. The table below
substantiates the above observation.
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Parameters/ No. of respondents surveyed India New Zealand  Singapore Denmark
(DB 2018) (DB Rank 100) (DB Rank1) (DB Rank2) (DB Rank 3)
Starting a Business 94 5 7 7
Dealing with Construction Permits 84 3 20 2
Getting Electricity 34 2 9 2
Registering Property 26 3 3 3
Getting Credit 30 6 6
Protecting Minority Investors 19 11 10 3
Paying Taxes 53 5 9 5
Trading across borders 68 3 6 2
Enforcing Contracts 35 4 5 5
Resolving insolvency 38 3 6 4
Total: 481 45 82 39

Second, a closer look at the respondents suggests that
they come from a very narrow selection of business.
Take for instance the firms chosen for responding to
questionnaire related to ease of “starting a business”
Such firms need to fulfill all of the following: a) be a
limited liability company’ b) operate in Delhi/Mumbai
with an office space of approx 929 sqm (10,000 square
feet); c) be 100% domestically owned; with at least 5
owners and a start-up capital of 10 times income per
capita and turnover of at least 100 times income per
capita; d) have atleast 10 and upto 50 employees one
month after the commencement of operations, all of
whom should be domestic nationals. And this list is
not even exhaustive. The bank has its own reasons for
such a narrow selection of respondents. But given the
diverse profile of India’s businesses (ranging from sole
proprietorships, micro, small, medium and large scale),
the above obviously impairs the quality of assessment.

Third, the DB report normally collects data for the
largest business city of an economy, except for 11
countries that have a population of more than 100
million it collects data for the second largest business
city as well. For India, data is collected for Mumbai
and Delhi. This data is treated as representative of the
entire country. Lastly, World Bank also keeps updating
its methodology and considers only a select range of
economic activities and sectors. From that perspective,
ranks do not reflect improvements in enablers such
as transport connectivity, commercial law etc. and are

usually not comparable across years.

Considering these points, the above arguments
mean that changes in rankings for India should be seen
in the context of larger reform programs being rolled out
rather than isolated policy actions. What this essentially
means is that a steep 30 position jump in 2017 (vis-a-vis
2016) can be explained through actions taken not only in
2016 but even before. This potentially reflects the impact
of a multi-year reform momentum that started in 2014
targeting re-engineering business processes, expanding
and decongesting infrastructure connectivity and
increasing digitization in governance. These reforms
were there in 2016 as well when the government was
criticized for a marginal improvement in the same study.
The criticism, however, was misplaced as it looked at
DB ranks in isolation and not in the broader context of
such structural long-term reforms being implemented
in the country. Therefore critics need to be careful while
drawing sweeping conclusions. They risk presenting an
incomplete picture and misinforming public if they do
not see DB ranks in the larger context of governance
and reform direction.

(The writer is an officer on special duty,
NITI Aayog)
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Maitreya Shah

Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan — Strengthening the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities

he Accessible India Campaign, or ‘Sugamya
Bharat Abhiyan; is one of the flagship schemes
of the present Government. It is one of the

dream-missions of our Hon'ble Prime Minister, for
empowerment of persons with disabilities.

Who is a person with disability?

According to the United Nations Convention
on Rights of Persons with Disabilities, “Persons with
disabilities include those who have long-term physical,
mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in
interaction with various barriers may hinder their full
and effective participation in society on an equal basis
with others” According to the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act (2016), persons with disabilities are ones
facing any of the listed 21 types of impairments, which
includes physical, mental and intellectual disorders in a
nutshell. A general definition of persons with disabilities
is shaped by medical conditions that act as barrier for
a persons daily life and living. However, as per the

United Nations, each one of us is a disabled in some
point of our lives-a child, pregnant woman, person with
a broken leg, a parent with tram, an elderly person, are
all disabled in one way or the other. Thus, the needs of
persons with disabilities can be aligned with the rights
of the mainstream society. These persons, whether be
it temporarily or permanently disabled, face various
barriers in their day-to-day activities. These barriers
include not only their own impairments, but also the
barriers posed by the environment around them,
hurdles in the society as a whole.

The physical and virtual environment around us
has to be adaptive and barrier-free to cater to everyone’s
needs. This brings us to the very term ‘accessibility’

Meaning of ‘Accessibility’

The word ‘accessibility’ signifies ‘access for all’ It
is more towards the rights perspective, whereby every
person on this planet has a right to access the services
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and resources in an effective manner, and to his/ her
fullest potential. It starts with our day-to-day places
of importance -stairs, roads, pavements, government
buildings, schools, shops and public transportation,
amongst others. This concept starts with the physical
infrastructure, and extends to the virtual environment
as well, which includes websites, books, software’s,
systems, files and records, etc. The concept can be
further explained by asking ourselves some simple
questions-how would a person on a wheelchair climb
to a multi storied building if there are no ramps or
elevators? Or how would a blind person navigate across
huge buildings and broad roads without braille signage?
There are more than 7 crore persons with disabilities
in the country, which constitutes considerable section
of the society. This very concept has been raised by
various disability rights organizations of the country,
for decades now.

However, all the previous governments have turned
a deaf ear to all the appeals made by persons with
disabilities. Since the present government came into
power, the Hon'ble Prime Minister highlighted the
importance of needs of the disabled, in numerous
addresses and ‘Mann ki Baat.

Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan
(Accessible India Campaign)

In December 2015, the Hon'ble Prime Minister
launched the Accessible India Campaign, an ambitious
move towards making at least 50% of all Government
buildings in the national capital accessible by July, 2018.
There are plans for making airports, railway stations and
other transport facilities accessible too. Prime Minister,
in his address also highlighted that all the smart cities
proposed to be built up, must be 100% accessible for
the disabled. The main thought behind this scheme is
‘the society has an obligation and a duty towards the
persons with disabilities, and that the society must be
inclusive for all the sections of it’ It is based on the social
model of disability, whereby disability is shaped in the
way society is organized. The scheme is divided into 3
main verticals:

B Built Environment,
B Transport Systems,

B Information and Communication Technology.

The built environment vertical of the scheme aims at
making at least 50% buildings of the National Capital
Region and other state capital accessible by December,
2018; completing audit of at least 50% of all government
buildings of 10 most important cities of the country,
by December, 2019. By the end of 2015 itself, the
Government had completed access audits of more than
1600 buildings, and proposals had been submitted to
the state governments for fund allocations and other
formalities. More than 45 crore had been released to the
states for completing access audits under the scheme.

Under the transportation vertical of the scheme,
aim was to make all the International Airports of the
country fully accessible. Out of the 32 Airports of the
country, 25 airports have been provided with all basic
accessibility amenities like ramps, elevators, braille
signage, etc. For the most used public transport of the
country-Railways, short term and long term plans had
been made by the department of disability affairs in
association with the Indian Railways. Under the short
term scheme, standard ramps, accessible drinking water
taps, non-slippery surfaces, etc. had been arranged at
all the A and B class stations of the country. Aim is
to make at least 10% of all government owned, public
carriers of the country accessible by March, 2018.

As far as virtual accessibility is concerned, the
scheme aims at making at least 50% of documents issued
by the Central government accessible by March, 2018.
The Prime Minister, in association with the Judiciary
has highlighted the need of digitization of all the court
records of the country, which would in turn facilitate
the Accessible India Campaign. The Department of
Disability Affairs has launched the Sugamya Pustakalaya
for providing accessible books for the print disabled.

Resources and Allocations for Accessible
India Campaign

The Department has been organizing various
awareness workshops in various cities explaining people
about the campaign and its objectives. A web portal and
an app have been created for people to get in touch with
the department for accessibility issues. An app has been
made for uploading pictures and details of inaccessible
public spaces of the country. A list of empaneled Access
Auditors is available on the website of the department.
These auditors are authorized by the government to
carry out accessible audits across the country. So far,
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even the Prime Minister’s Office and Rashtrapati Bhavan
have also gone through the accessible audits. The Prime
Minister, for the first time in India, launched a unique
index to measure private firms and companies on the
scale of accessibility. Such private institutions will get
credits for better accessibility index.

On the website of the department, any person
can register for ‘Accessibility Request’ of any public
building of the country. The department has launched
the ‘Divyang Sarathi Mobile Application’ providing all
relevant information about persons with disabilities,
and rules, legislations, laws, schemes benefiting
them. The department also recognizes organizational
stars and individual stars, in form of individuals and
organizations for their contribution towards making
India accessible. Specific funds have been allocated by
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for
the scheme. Universities, government offices and other
public departments are provided funds for carrying out
accessibility audits, and making necessary changes in
their infrastructure.

Importance of Accessible India Campaign

India is one of the first countries to have ratified
the United Nations Convention on Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD). According to Article 9 of the
Convention, “To enable persons with disabilities to live
independently and participate fully in all aspects of life,
States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure
to persons with disabilities access, on an equal basis with
others, to the physical environment, to transportation,
to information and communications, including
information and communications technologies and
systems, and to other facilities and services open or
provided to the public, both in urban and in rural
areas.” Hence, India as a party to the convention has an
obligation to make the country barrier free and inclusive
for persons with disabilities. The Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 has laid down special emphasis on
accessibility of physical and virtual infrastructure of the
country, and has provided time frames for completion

of the work.

The Prime Minister’s attention towards the
disabled community and their needs is very well
highlighted by the scheme. It is also important, when
India aims to stand at par with various developed
countries of the world; at the time when India aims to be
an important power in the Asia- Pacific region. Various
countries of the world including the United States,
United Kingdom, Japan, and other European countries
have already achieved a greater level of accessibility
standards. If the country wants to embark upon the
journey of becoming a major power of the world, the
development in terms of military and economy alone are
not important. Social development and Social inclusion
are also important tools in the 21st Century. The present
government has taken this fact into consideration, and
hence has launched this campaign towards making
India accessible.

Conclusion

The progress, success or failure of this Scheme
is always a matter of analysis. The important fact is
the Government’s intention behind launching it; the
significancethatthisschemeholdsforacommondisabled
of the country. The ultimate goals of development can be
achieved only by making the society inclusive. India has
more than 7 crore of persons with disability today. Their
rights and needs are an important factor for the State,
and society as a whole. This Campaign is an important
step towards strengthening the rights of persons with
disabilities.

(The writer is an undergraduate student of law at the
Gujarat National Law University, Gandhinagar and a
disability rights activist)
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FER TS o €T TR I G-I T A T HOR
BRI ST o, TR | TSI o el T8 S1€ deh <lieh hedTol
1 AHferll BT T 7 ST &/ A e Ug e ol HIfTRr Y. =T
GHIE! T TEeT &1 3T fore off fomem sht 3Tfefes weg st o
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SPMRF ROUND TABLE WEEK

18* November 2017

Discussion on “On the Trail of the
Black Perspectives on the fight
against corruption & black money”
by Shri Kishore Desai (OSD, NITI

Aayog)

22t November 2017

234 November 2017

Discussion on “The CPC Congress-
what it means for China and India,

India-China relations at present and

the future” by Shri Jayadeva Ranade
(Former Additional Secretary,
R&AW & Chairman, Centre for
China Study & Analysis)

 November-Decemben 207 28

20 November 2017

Discussion on “Rivers in the
subcontinent, Waterways & Water
Policy” by Dr. Uttam Kumar Sinha
(Fellow, IDSA)

Discussion on “Alternative
narrative building, the age

of portals, countering false
narratives, ideological battle and
the challenges ahead” by Shri
Atul Mishra (Founder and CEO
Rightlog.in)

24" November 2017

Discussion on “Election Analysis,
Psephology , Indian Elections,
BJP’s approach to elections since
2014, its effectiveness” by Dr.
Devendra Kumar (Director,
Research and Development
Initiative, Leading Psephologist

21" November 2017

Discussion on “India and the UN,
India and multilateralism under
Prime Minister Modi, Expansion
of the UNSC, World Yoga Day
India’s civilisational achievement”
by Ambassador Asoke Kumar
Mukherji (India’s former
Permanent Representative to the
United Nations)

25" November 2017

Discussion on “Ayodhya - the case
as it stands now” by Shri Vikramyjit
Banerjee (Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court & Member, BJP
Legal Affairs Dept.)



Launch of “India @70 Modi @3.5: Capturing India’s
Transformation under Narendra Modi” & Discussion
on Transforming India: Governance, State of Polity, GST,
Demonetisation, Ease of Doing Business at Paris
on 3" December 2017

 November-Decemben 207 29



Discussion on “India @70 Modi @3.5: Capturing India’s
Transformation under Narendra Modi” with Members of
European Parliament (MEPs) at European Union Parliament,
Brussels on 4" December 2017

 November-December 207 30



Launch of “India @70 Modi @3.5: Capturing India’s
Transformation under Narendra Modi” & Discussion on
Prime Minister Modi’s Narrative of New India
at India House, London on 5" December 2017

 November-Decembenzoi7 31



“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic
and political can be rendered possible thought coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians.
Armed with the knowledge of Indian’s past glory and greatness, her strength
and weakness, it is they who can place before their country a programme of
work, which while loyal to the fundamental traditions of India civilisation will
be adapted to the changing conditions of the modern world”

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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