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UNYIELDING DOGRA

 The Praja Parishad in J&K 

was formed to keep the spirit of 

democracy alive. While many 

were buckling under various 

kinds of pressure, but  Pt. Prem 

Nath Dogra stood like a rock. He 

faced all the sufferings and 

difficult situations with great 

perseverance and determination 

despite his age factor.

Many observer  hold  the  

view: 

 “Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was 

Praja Parishad or in other words 

the Parishad and service to the 

society was Pt. Ji, for him India 

was the real mother-Bharat 

Mata”.

 Hence this book is being 

dedicated to this great soul 

whose mission was unity and 

integrity of India with equal 

rights to all irrespective of 

religious faith and gender as also 

the region.

  This was a long cherished 

desire of many for having such a 

book which can be torch bearer 

for those who believe to serve 

the Country and the mankind. 



My New Task 
To strengthen the Operations of Bharatiya Janata Party in 
Jammu & Kashmir, various Departments were announced with 
their head incharge earlier this year i.e 2017.

 It was an honour for me to be entrusted with the task of 
heading the newly created wing of Library and Documentation.  
I have been associated with Bharatiya Janta Party for past two 
decades now. As I have contributed mostly in the Industrial 
sector so, this department was not only new but was challenging 
too.

 I strongly feel, Praja Parishad- a Patriotic movement, should 
be known by one and all. All the events of party, the 
contributions of its workers really deserve recognition by all of 
us. So with great pride, I took up this task and did all possible 
research starting from the end of the autocracy in our State, the 
sad communal partition of India in 1947, and the emergence of 
new dispensation which was called Lok Shahi in J&K.

  This whole transformation in the State carries a long chain of 
events, starting with Praja Parishad which later got merged with 
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS) and now incarnated the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP).

 Going back to our history to know the series of events that 
happened, long drawn movement to bring our State at par with 
others parts of the Country which frustrates the design of 
separatists and semi-seperatists . 



The Great Movement
 The  enormousness of the struggle  to remove 
the barriers between J&K and rest of India could be 
understood by the situation wherein, as many as 
sixteen people were shot dead and many others got 
injured while trying to hoist the National Tri-colour on this land. 
Thousands were put behind the bars in the horrible conditions. 
Amongst them was the respected social and political 
personality,  Pandit Prem Nath Dogra.
 
 Above all, in this movement the towering opposition leader 
in the Parliament, Dr. Mookerjee was arrested for entering in our 
state without permit which was equivalent to visa needed to 
visit a different country. After his arrest, Dr. Mookerjee was 
lodged in a hut which was meant for Malies of the Nishat-Bagh 
in outskirts of Srinagar.

  Dr. Mookerjee died on the black night of June22/23 in 1953 
under the circumstances shrouded in mystery. No enquiry was 
held despite the demand from different quarters including the 
aged mother, Smt. Yog Maya and then Bengal Chief Minister 
Shri B.C.Roy. 

 It all happened several decades ago, which makes it quite 
challenging to get through the authentic and consolidated 
information. It was really important to go back to the time and 
do a thorough research and meet people who had contributed 
and played a crucial role. Unfortunately some of them have left 
us apart and some due to lack of authentic data could not be of 
much help.  

 As Pandit Prem Nath Dogra was the driving force, it was 
though essential to have a look into his life for his great 
contribution. During this research, it was honour to meet Sh. 
Mulkh Raj Pargal who was 92 and also the member of Pt. Prem 
Nath Dogra Memorial Trust but unfortunately couldn't 
contribute much as he left us apart. 

 I am really thankful for this opportunity to connect with our 
history so well because of which I had a privilege to meet Shri 
Gopal Sachar, a veteran Journalist, who was closely associated 



with Pt. Ji and the Praja Parishad/ Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh for about 22 years (1950-1972). On narrating 
the purpose of my visit, Sh. Sachar readily agreed to 
extend the helping hand in the best possible way.

 Shri Sachar handed over a 60 years old file of the weakly Jai 
Swadesh, which was an official organ of the Praja Parishad, 
saying, “this was the property of Praja Parishad and now BJP 
should take care of it”. This document of Jai Swadesh proved to 
be of great help to reach to the people of the families of Praja 
Parishad leaders and activists at far off places.  In addition to 
some papers and documents, he also provided several 
photographs that included some rare pertaining to the life and 
activities of Pt. Ji and others.

 I also came across a personal diary maintained by Praja 
Parishad prominent activist late sh. Sanji Ram, when he was 
behind the bars stating the horrible conditions and kind of 
cruelties that were inflicted against the patriotic  activists.

 Several years ago, late sh. Sanji Ram published this diary in 
the shape of a booklet titled Vish  Dhara-370. 

 It was heartwarming to have our National President, Shri 
Amit Shah inaugurating our Library during his recent visit to 
Jammu on 30th April, 2017. This library has been named after the 
great social and patriotic leader  Shri Nana Ji Desh  Mukh.

 This inauguration has proved to be a big impetus to the 
effort to collect more and more pieces to knit this book on the 
history of Praja Parishad.

EXPERIENCE:

    In the efforts to collect the data, pictures and the facts on the 
important functionaries of the Praja Parishad and Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh, there were some great experiences I would like to share
1) Some people in relation with the leaders and activists were 
quite cooperative in providing photographs and in formation 
that they were having about the role of their elders.
 



2) A few people came in contact to support this 
drive about the big role of their elders but despite 
promises come forward. Efforts are still on to get 
recorded information which they can provide.

3) Interestingly, some people approached to get their elders 
recorded who had contributed in any way. But efforts are still on 
to get authentication  in such cases.

 However, some material has been provided by Shri Rajan 
Verma son of then General Secretary of Praja Parishad, sh. 
Durga Dass Verma and also a few photographs was provided by 
then Jammu city President, Sh. Amarnath Gupta,  and Prof. 
Vidhya Bhushan provided some files of record. 

 It was a great learning experience for me to know this long 
last happening. Last six months has brought me closer to our 
history and it is believed that the readers would be enlightened 
to know how the country and the society can be served as was it 
done by the  great  Dogra, Pt. Prem Nath.

 A Big thanks to all the seniors party members and others who 
extended their helping hand in collecting and compiling this piece 
related to the historic movement especially about the forgotten activists 
who were real soldiers of the Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 
Efforts would be continued to remember those who contributed in each 
and every possible way.

                                                                Kul Bhushan Mohtra
Incharge:- Nana Ji Deshmukh

  Library and Documentation Department                     
Bhartiya Janta Party (J&K)

+91 9419189333
Email : kulbjp2017@gmail.com



Foreword
Our national movement compelled the Britishers to leave India in 
1947. The British Union Jack was packed up and the Indian Tricolor 
started flying high in the skies of the ancient Indian nation that 'We 
the people of India that is Bharat' chose to shape as a democratic 
republic. Although the transition was not so smooth, the erstwhile 
princely state of Jammu and Kashmir ruled by Maharaja Hari Singh 
too became an integral part of India. 
 
 The Maharaja, being the only legal and constitutional authority 
to decide about the fate of his state signed the Instrument of 
Accession (IOA). The instrument of accession he signed was in no 
manner different from the documents signed by others states for the 
purpose of becoming a part of India.
  
 But this plain factual and legal position has been widely 
misinterpreted, misquoted and deliberately misrepresented both 
inside Jammu & Kashmir as well as in the rest of the country. The 
separatists and anti-lndia elements spearheaded a campaign to this 
effect, but those who became legal and constitutional successors of 
the British Crown and the nationalist Maharaja were not far behind 
them in harming the country's national interests. All this is a part of 
history.

 The chronology of events that preceded and followed accession 
of Jammu and Kashmir into India might appear to be a little bit 
complicated in the first instance but there is ample and 
unchallengeable clarity regarding the state's constitutional and 
legal status. The moment the IOA signed by Maharaja Hari Singh 
was duly accepted by the then Governor General of India, entire 
Jammu and Kashmir which was under the rule of the Maharaja on 
August 15, 1947 became an inseparable part of India. And this is 
what 'We the People of India' and even our Parliament have 



repeatedly asserted unambiguously amid a discourse 
that always sought to trivialize and falsify this truth. 

 Amid the intellectual and physical violence that 
nationalist forces continue to face in parts of Jammu & 
Kashmir, attempts for a necessary course correction in the 
'discourse' on Jammu and Kashmir is gaining momentum. Several 
books, documentaries and documents depicting the Indian view 
and authentic position on various questions often asked about the 
state have been published in past few years. 

 The  volume of the book in hand is intended to supplement this 
ongoing work of course correction. As the  volume have focused on 
documenting the Praja Parishad movement and the legendary role 
played by Late Pt. Prem Nath Dogra on this front, these become 
much more relevant. The way the Praja Parishad stood up against 
the evil designs of the then leadership of the state of Jammu & 
Kashmir, should have been properly compiled during the 
yesteryears. But the same could not be done comprehensively 
despite several attempts in the past.

 I am sure that present project will fill up the gaps and 
strengthen the body of knowledge already generated on this aspect 
of the recent history of Jammu & Kashmir. Let us take it as a tribute 
to all the martyrs of Jammu & Kashmir right from those who died 
fighting on frontiers in 1947-48, through the luminaries like Late Dr . 
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee and up to brave personnel of our 
security forces who laid down their lives recently to ensure that the 
Tiranga that replaced Union Jack in 1947 continues to flutter 
fearlessly in the state. 

  The hard work put in by the authors accompanied by the entire 
team that made productions of this volume possible is appreciable. 
Let our desire and efforts for a genuine course correction in Jammu 
and Kashmir become stronger and stronger every day. Production 
of this book is neither a beginning nor an end of our quest for 
knowing more about the state. The 'manthan' must go on.

                                                  RAM LAL
        National General Secretary (Organisation)



Message
 It is heartening to note that a book about the great struggle of 
Praja Parishad/ Bhartiya Jana Sangh for demolishing the 
barriers between Jammu and Kashmir and rest of the Bharat has 
been put on record.

  It is indeed a maiden effort by Sh. Kul Bhushan Mohtra after 
the lapse of 65 years of the movement. He undertook a herculean 
task of contacting various personalities and organisations for 
collecting, collating and sifting of the material and photo graphs 
of various events about the life of a great leader Pt Prem Nath 
Dogra who could be the torch bearer for the coming generations. 
With this, a long outstanding work has been accomplished for 
which Sh. Kul Bhushan Mohtra deserves appreciation.

    Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was a selfless and nationalist leader 
who had un-flinching loyalty towards the society and the 
country. This historical document about the Praja Parishad 
Movement and the life of great son of soil will go a long way in 
guiding and inspiring the people of Bharat in general and that of 
Duggar desh in particular.       
 
 Warm regard and best wishes for such future endeavours

Prant Sangchalak &  
Chairman Pt. Prem Nath Dogra Trust

Brig. (Retd.) Suchet Singh 



Message
I extend my heartiest congratulations to Sh. Kulbushan 
Mohtra Ji, Incharge "Nana Ji Deshmukh Library and 
Documents Department -Jammu and Kashmir Bharatiya 
Janata Party " for preparing a valuable publication titled A 
Saga of Sacrifices : Praja Parishad Movement in Jammu 
and Kashmir , That throws light on the happenings that 
followed after the Accession of J&K State with the Bharat . 
This Book highlights the real patriotism and the sacrifices 
made by the workers / activists of Praja Parishad / 
Bhartiya Jan Sang, The publication gives detailed account 
of Praja Parishad Movement for removing the barriers 
against the integration of the state with rest of Bharat. I 
hope that this document would provide an opportunity to 
the BJP Karyakartas/Common man and the researchers to 
get the real pictures of the events of that period and inspire 
them to render service for the greater cause of the 
motherland "Bharat" 

t; fgUn! t; Hkkjr
oUns ekrje

¼jfoUn jSuk½z
izns'k v/;{k]

Hkktik] tEew&d'ehj



Message
It is a matter of great pleasure that Nana Ji Deshmukh 

Library and Documents established in the Head Office of 

Jammu and Kashmir Bhartiya Janta Party has published “ 

A Saga of Sacrifices Praja Parishad movement in J&K  

containing  the historical events those took place  after the 

accession of J&K State with Indian Union, the great 

struggle launched by The Dogras in 1953 for the complete 

integration of Jammu and Kashmir with India and oppose 

separatist tendencies emerged due to incorporation of 

Article 370 in the Indian Constitution. The publication 

contains the sequence of events of Praja Parishad Struggle, 

the sacrifices made by the people under the leadership of 

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra with their photographs of those who 

participated in the historical crusade.

 

 Sh. K.B.Mohtra has put lot of efforts in collecting the 

material and photographs by approaching the resource 

persons individually and by going through the available 

published or unpublished material.

Ashok Kaul
                                                                                          BJP State General Secretary (Org.)



It is quite ticklish to dig over the past. It becomes more 
cumbersome when the happenings had taken place decades 
back, that too linked with a big movement about which there 
was little on record in a consolidated form. More so, when its 
adversaries had written much to paint the struggle as black and 
black by employing official  resources.
  
  It is good that Shri Kul Bhushan took the task in a 
challenging manner and laboured hard to knit the pieces in form 
of a book. But still there remains much to be dug.
                       
 With the Journalistic view, the book appears to be quite 
worth going through as certain issues linked with the world 
body, the U.N. General Assembly to small and remote places like 
Padli and  Pargwal find mentioning in it.
                             
  This also seems to be noteable that the role of all powerful 
politicians to dumb Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
activist, Sh. Ram Lal Alias/ “Jalla Phenian wala”, touched in it.
                    
 Thus, the last place and the last man have also been taken 
into account. For my person this book is significant as I have seen 
rather experienced much about the movement.

                                   ¼eS ns[krk pyk x;k½
OBSERVATION

Gopal Sachar
            Journalist
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1. EMERGENCE OF PRAJA PARISHAD

(I) BIRTH OF PRAJA PARISHAD

Prior to accession of the state of J&K in 1947 with Indian Union, 
there was no major political party in Jammu unlike in the valley of 
Kashmir.

 There were outfits like Naw Jawan Sabha, Muslim 
Conference, Hindu Sabha, Dogra Sadar Sabha and some others 
but their activities were confined to certain sections of 
communities. There were also some caste based Sabha of 
different Bradaries. However the RSS had developed a strong 
unit.

 On the contrary in Kashmir (Jammu and Kashmir) the 
Muslim conference had built a strong movement against the 
Maharaja since 1931. A major faction of it led by Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah in 1938 divided the MC and renamed his 
outfit as J&K.National Conference to attain support of Sh. 
Jawaharlal Nehru and some others of the Congress against the 
Maharaja of the State. The National Conference could not have its 
mass base in Jammu areas but for its outlook and anti Dogra 
slogans symbolising the Maharaja as a whole Dogra community 
although it was a dynastic rule.
 
 After painful communal division of India under a design 
the imperialists, created the theocratic State of Pakistan, its 
leadership not only staked claim on J&K because of its being 
Muslim majority but also launched a massive invasion with 
tribals supported by Pak- army which was by that time being 
controlled and commanded by the British Generals.
 
 The Maharaja of the state, Hari Singh using his legal 
authority signed the Instrument of Accession with Indian union 
on October 26, 1947, and thus opted for secular India braving all 



pulls and pressures rather than yielding to theocratic Pakistan. 
 
 Under compelling circumstances the Maharaja handed 
over the reins of power to the political friend of Shri Nehru in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, who 
pledged his loyalty to the Maharaja as the National Conference 
party had little base in Jammu and other regions of the State. 
Many time servers and opportunists thronged to the National 
Conference and to show their loyalties to the new ruler and 
indulged in several acts of sycophancy and even that of different 
kinds of degradation.

  These people began chanting the slogans viz Aek 
Rehnama, Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah, Aek Tanzeem National 
Conference, Aek Jhanda, Halwala.
                        
 Thus, an intriguing situation was created. Sensing these 
trends of alone “one”, Visionary Pt. Prem Nath Dogra and his 
colleagues felt that in a democracy  such a form  could prove 
despotic particularly in a State like of  J&K. 

 Pandit Prem Nath Dogra and his admirers after due 
deliberations of three days, decided to float a new party under the 
name of the Praja Parishad. A young team of its activists was 
announced with Sh. Hari Wazir as its first President, Shri Hans 
Raj Pangotra General Secretary, other office bearers of this new 
party also included Sh. Sham Lal Sharma, Shri Durga Dass 
Verma, Shri Rajinder Singh, Shri Sahdev Singh, Shri Om Parkash 
Sangra, Sh. Roop Lal Rohmetra, Jagdish Raj Sahni, Mulkh Raj 
Arora, Hans Raj Ramnagar, Sh. Makhan Lal Aima, Jagdish Raj 
Khader Bhandar, Ishwar Dutt Shastri Magloor, Natha Singh, 
Dewarka Nath and others. Along with Pt. Ji, Shri Bhagwat 
Sawroop was named as Marg Darshik.  



Pt. Prem Nath Dogra with Sham Lal Sharma, 
Bhagwat Saroop, Durga Dass verma and other activits. 

THE RSS ROLE IN J&K

 Prior to the birth of the Praja Parishad, the Rashtriya 
Sawayam Sangh had established its well knit units (Shakas) in 
most parts of the State, especially in the region of Jammu.
  
 In late thirties(1939) while preparing for playing its 
important role in the movement for independence of India from 
the foreign yoke, adjoining J&K, the undivided Punjab like many 
other parts of country the RSS had come to be a hub of the 
patriotic activities.

  Shri Madhav Rao Muley was the Prant Prachark, who 
departed some dedicated activists to establish RSS Shakhas in the 
State.

  The first was to come Prof. Balraj Madhok in late thirties. 
But as he got the job of a Professor in a Srinagar college, Shri 
Jagdish Abrol of Sialkot, Shri Kedar Nath Sahani and some other 
Parcharks put in their great efforts to establish the RSS Shakhas at 
various places. The first one was established at Dewan Mandir in 
Jammu city.



 Many local youths came forward to spread the RSS 
activities, mostly the games. These youths included Sh. Shayam 
Lal Sharma, Sh.Durga Dass Verma, Dr. Om Parkash Mengi & 
some others. 

 Sh. Abrol established his first karyalya at Ved Mandir in a 

room. Though large number of youth joined the RSS network but 

it was generally known as a body of children-teen agers.

 

 In early forties, Sh. Mulley and some senior RSS men 

approached Pt. Prem Nath Dogra to lead the RSS in the State as 

Sangh Chalak to which he agreed and a big function was held in 

Jammu. Some high up of the RSS also Joined this  samaroh.

 With this taking over by Pt. Ji as Sanghchalak, the body 

attained significant respectability and fillipto its working.

(I) ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF PRAJA 

PARISHAD

(A) DIVIDED  OPINION

 When in 1947, it was decided to float a political body, some 

senior activists were of the opinion that the new party should be 

named as Jammu Praja Parishad and its manifesto be titled as 

Naya Jammu. This would be an answer to the Kashmir National 

Conference and that too the Naya Kashmir. But some others were 

of the view that party should not look as confined to just one 

region alone and also should not sound as reactionary.

                                       

    Because of differences over the name some top leaders of 

RSS when advised that new party should be named as All Jammu 



& Kashmir Praja Parishad because the legal authority, the 

Maharaja, had signed the Instrument of Accession for his entire 

State. And more so it should not subscribe to the philosophy of 

any communal decision as Pakistan had come to be a theocratic 

State.  Hence, the new party was named as the All Jammu and 

Kashmir Praja Parishad and Tri-colour its flag, with following 

objectives: 

PT. DOGRA IN A MEETING

(B)  OBJECTIVES OF THE PARTY
 
 The main objectives of the party were “to achieve full 
integration of Jammu & Kashmir State with the rest of India like 
other acceding states and to safeguard the legitimate democratic 
rights of the people of Jammu from anti-Dogra govt. of Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah.
         
 The Praja Parishad held that Jammu and Kashmir is an 
inseparable and indivisible part of India, and based on Indian 
culture, the party would establish such a Political, social, and 
economic order in which there would be no discrimination on 
account of caste, colour and faith. All the citizen would be 
provided equal opportunities for progress.



(C)  CONSTITUTION OF  PRAJA PARISHAD

Any resident of Jammu and Kashmir of 18 years and above age 
who endorsed the aims and objectives of the party could become 
its member. He continued to be its member as long as he regularly 
paid its annual membership fee that was four Annas unless he 
resigned, removed from the membership or secured the 
membership of any other political party.
                         
PRIMARY SAMITI (COMMITTEE):

        The first structure in the party organisations was the primary 
committee. Wherever there were twenty five or more members of 
the party, a primary committee was to be constituted. The 
primary committee consisted of a president, a secretary and a 
treasurer. All the three were to be elected by the members.

MANDAL COMMITTEE:

       The next higher organisational structures was the Mandal 
Samiti. For each sixteen group of primary committees there 
would be a Mandal committee. All the members of primary 
committee were to elect the president of the Mandal and he 
himself to constitute his executive consisting of a secretary, a 
treasurer and six members.
     
 The Mandal committee under its jurisdiction would be 
responsible for the execution of the policies and programme of 
the party.

TEHSIL COMMITTEE:

        The Next higher structure would be the Tehsil Committee. 
All the members of the executive of the Mandals in a Tehsil would 
jointly constitute a Tehsil committee. They would elect a 
President, at least two vice- Presidents, a treasurer and nine 



members of the executive of Tehsil Samiti. They, with the consent 
of President of Tehsil committee, would also elect two 
representatives for general council as well as organisational 
secretary. The organisational secretary in co operation with the 
secretary of Tehsil committee would be responsible for the 
functioning as well as popularising the ideology of the party in 
that Tehsil.

GENERAL  COUNCIL: 

The constitution of general council is an under 

(a) The Presidents, the secretaries and organisational 

secretaries of all the Tehsil Samities as well as the elected 

representatives from each party constituency.

(b) The Presidents, secretaries and organisational secretaries 

of all the District  Samities.

(c) Those institutions which combined with the Praja 

Parishad whose five members would be elected by the President 

on the order of those institutions.

(d) It would be the right of the President of Jammu and 

Kashmir Praja Parishad to nominate five members of Praja 

Parishad.

  

 Each member of the General council would have to pay 5 

Rupees annually. It would be the main committee to run the 

policies and functions of Praja Parishad. During its tenure it 

would have a right to solve all the problems which used to come 

in its way. It would be allowed to issue orders to other 



committees from time to time. The session of the General council 

was to be held once in a year.

CENTRAL SAMITI :

 

 At the apex of the party hierarchy there would be central 

samiti comprising of 21 members including President. These 

members would be nominated by President from the members of 

the General council. The President of the central committee 

would also nominate two vice presidents, one secretary and one 

treasurer. Central committee would be responsible to General 

Council for its action, orders regarding the questions which were 

not defined in the party constitution. It worked to fulfil the aims 

of Praja Parishad.

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra with Executive Members of 
Praja Parishad at his Residence Kachi Chawni Jammu

(D) PRESIDENT OF THE PARTY

In the higher structure of the organisation of the party there was 
President. The President would have the highest authority. The 
General Secretary of the party would invite nominations for the 
candidate desirous to contest for Presidentship from the Tehsil 
and District working committees of the party. The nominations 



were to be submitted within a fixed time. After receiving the 
nominations if any candidate desired to withdraw could do so. 
On the fixed date the General Secretary would announce the 
names of the persons who would finally remain in the fray. He 
then would issue ballot papers to each member of the General 
council to vote in favour of the nominated candidate he liked. 
After receiving the ballots papers duly filled, the General 
Secretary would open them in the presence of all members of 
General body at an appointed date. The candidate with majority 
votes would be declared as the president of the unity.

(E) Party Finance

The Finances of the party comprised of the money collected in the 
form of membership fee of four Anna's as well as five rupees 
collected from each member of the General council. As the 
amount was insufficient to meet the day to day expenses of the 
party, donations from different individuals were also accepted. 
In order to finance the different movements launched by the 
party from time to time, the party got printed tickets of Rs.1, Rs.5, 
Rs.10, Rs. 20, Rs.50, Rs.100 with the photograph of its president 
Pt. Prem Nath Dogra and sold amongst the people. There were 
rumours that the then Maharaja of Kashmir was also 
contributing to the party funds. The press tried to confirm this 
fact from the top party leaders still alive however, most of these 
leaders denied such charges.



This very much irked the Sheikh as he was already intolerant 

towards his adversaries. Several important activists of RSS and 

other small organisations were expelled from the State. They also 

included Prof.Balraj Madhok, Shri Jagdish Abrol, Shri Kidar Nath 

Sahni, Kavi Raj, Vishnu Gupat and others.

 

  Pt. Prem Nath Dogra and some of his colleagues were 

arrested and detained. Pt Ji was shifted to Srinagar in intense cold 

conditions of the month of Feb.1949. He was put under detention 

by slapping section 3 of the RPC which was notoriously known as 

“Daffa Tun”, which meant to put in lockup without any trial.

 He was dubbed as anti Muslim in 1947, but Ironically in 

1932, when Pt. Dogra was prematurely retired  from the service 

was charged as being mild towards Muslim Conference agitators 

as Wazir Wazarat (DC) at Muzafarabad District of the State. The 

arrest and detention of Pt. Ji by the Sheikh Govt. resulted in great 

resentment, as this Govt. was indulging in many other acts of 

omission and commission.

    In May, 1949, the Praja Parishad launched a Satyagrah 

movement to seek the release of Pt. Ji. In order to crush this 

movement the Sheikh led dispensation resorted to many kinds of 

atrocities. This caused anger against National Conference and its 

fellow supporters within and outside the state.

 After intervention of certain National leaders  from Delhi 

centre, Pt. Dogra was released from Srinagar jail on 8th October, 

1949, but this eight months jail had severe effects on his health. 



Pt. Prem Nath Dogra released from Srinagar Jail in 1949

 In this movement several Satyagrahis were tortured to the extent 

that they were incapacitated even to the extent of being hard of 

hearing and other ill-effects throughout their lives. They also 

included one Shri Dina Nath of Jammu and also Shri Chuni Lal 

Pandoh of Reasi. 

 But all this provided a big impetus to the Praja Parishad 

and its role became all the more important when the Sheikh govt. 

took some unhealthy decisions under communal and parochial 

considerations.



 After his release from Jail Praja Parishad announced Pt. 
Prem Nath Dogra as its President, Shri Durga Dass Verma its 
General secretary, Dhanvantar Singh, Zaildar Ranjit Singh Nagri 
Parol, Luder Manni sangra Koota, Sh. Sham Lal Sharma Vice-
Presidents,  Sec (Org.), Sh. Bhagwat Swaroop & Gopal Dass 
Sachar Incharge publicity matters,Makhan Lal Aima, Parbhari 
(out side the State), Ram Nath Balgotra incharge Kathua District, 
Radha Krishan Sharma Udhampur District and Roop Lal 
Rhometra  Doda District. The member of the working Committee 
were announced as Chatru Ram Dogra, Shiv Ram Gupta, Sant 
Ram Baru, Gian Chand Mirpuri, Jagat Ram Aryan, Luder Mani 
Sangra, Zaildar Ranjeet Raghunath Singh Samyal & Jagdish 
Khader Bhandari.

THE FOLLOWING WERE ANNOUNCED AS ORGANIZING 
SECRETARIES:

 S h .  N a t h a  S i n g h  ( R a m b a n ) ,  S h i v  K u m a r  
Sharma(Kishtwar), Baldev Raj (Bhaderwah), Mulkh Raj 
Arora(Udhampur), Rishi Kumar Koushal (Reasi), Hans Raj 
Gupta (Ramanagar) ,  Raj inder Singh & Shadi  Lal  
Sharma(Jammu), Som Nath Dogra(Akhnoor), Thakur Seh Dev 
Singh (Nowshera), Jagdish Chander Shastri(Rajouri), Narsingh 
Dass Sharma (Samba), Dawarka Nath (Basholi), Ishwar Dass 
Shastri(Hiranagar), Swaran Dev Singh (Billawar), Jagdish Singh 
(Kathua), Ved Parkash & Yash Bhasin (R.S.Pura)  

Th. Seh Dev Singh with other activists



PT. DOGRA  POST RELEASE:- 

After his release from detention of 8 long months in Srinagar jail, 
Pt. Prem Nath Dogra lost no time and took stock of the fast taking 
developments within the State as also at the National and 
International level viz a viz Kashmir after due consultations with 
the local activists and the leaders of the patriotic outlook at the 
national level ,it was decided to build a strong net work of the 
Praja Parishad up to the village level.

 The dedicated workers did a yeoman's job in establishing 
party units at various levels. After accomplishing the task of 
organising the PP units at the various levels, there was 
unanimous opinion that Pt. Ji should himself head the Party. 
 
NOVEMBER 10, 1951 

A State level convention was convened. In his first Presidential 
address, Pt. Dogra listed a detailed account of the happenings 
and dangers looming large ahead.

 Pt. Dogra made is maiden address as President of Praja 
Parishad at a big convention held at Jammu on November 10, 
1951.

Sh. Durga Dass Verma Gen. Sec. with other activists



 In his forty minute speech Pt. Ji pointed out the delegates 
that: This session of the representation of the people is being held 
at a crucial juncture when Pakistan is out to grab the entire State 
of J&K with the strength and support of Anglo-America bloc and 
on the other the Sheikh Led National Conference Govt. is playing 
dubious. Apparently the division of the State is being opposed 
but little is being done to get liberated the enemy held areas 
although lakhs of people of these places have been forced out to 
become refugees. More over it is being designed to have a 
constitution which would be on the lines of party bible of Naya 
Kashmir in accordance with their slogan of Quit Kashmir.
 
 Referring to the grave situation created by the massive 
enemy invasion of the State Pt. Ji in his address paid rich tributes 
to great martyr Brigadier Rajinder Singh, the Chief of staff of the 
State Units and recalled that how with just about  a company of 
the State Army, checked the advances of thousands of invaders 
for three days to enter in the Valley of Kashmir and fought with 
the enemy till last bullet and last drop of his blood as per order of 
the Maharaja. This had provided opportunity to Maharaja Hari 

Singh to sign the instrument of Accession 
with Indian Union on October 26, 1947 
and the next day on October 27, the Indian 
troops landed at Srinagar to push back the 
invaders.
 
 Pt. Dogra in his address also 
mentioned the great valour demonstrated 
by Lt. Col. Hira Nand Dubey, Maj. Angrez 
Singh, Lt. Amlok Singh, Martyr Captain 
Sardar Ganga Singh and others on 
various fronts in fighting the enemy 
despite treachery by some army men 
under communal in fluence.

Brigd. Rajinder Singh



Pt. Prem Nath Dogra at Praja Parishad Convention in 1951

 In this address the plight of the migrants from enemy 
held areas was also listed.

 Detailing the highly sad situation being created by the 
internal and external elements, Pt. Ji reminded the delegates and 
also the common people that all of them owe a special 
responsibility to save this State for India as this huge State J&K 
was built by their ancestors with their blood, flesh and bones.

  He opposed the controversial moves and slogans to 
distance the State from rest of India and working for having a 
separate constitution. In the situation, Pt. Ji observed that “there 
seems a dire need for a struggle for which we all should prepare 
for a great cause.”



 PT. JI CONCLUDED HIS  SPEECH WITH A 
WARNING: 

“Na Samblo Gae Tou Mit Jao Gae, Ae Zanat Nishan 
Walo, Tumari Dastan Tak Bhi Na Hogi Dastano Mae”.

  The Praja Parishad had to struggle hard to frustrate the 
separatist designs of the Sheikh and his companions in the 
Congress, leftists and others. 

  Under communal considerations the creation of district 
Doda and many other wrongs led to resentment against the 
Sheikh Govt. which also contributed to the popularity and rise of 
the Praja Parishad. Praja Parishad as one of the most important 
National Parties of the Jammu & Kashmir opposed the setting up 
of a separate Constituent Assembly for the State. It favoured the 
application of Union Constitution to Jammu & Kashmir by a 
single stoke. But due to the peculiar conditions in the State in a 
special session of party working committee held on 8th May 1951 
decided to contest the elections.  

 All ill conceived moves of Sheikh Administration coupled 
with large scale rejections of nomination papers of the Praja 
Parishad Candidate for the Constituent Assembly compelled the 
party to boycott the elections. And thus a stage was set for a long 
drawn struggle.

Ref: From the documents file of the Nana Ji Deshmukh Library, BJP 
Headquarter Jammu 





(i)    PRAJA PARISHAD STAND EXPLAINED

(A) BOYCOTT OF CONSEMBLY ELECTIONS

“Memorandum about Praja Parishad Stand (Resolution passed 
by All J&K Praja Parishad working committee on 8th Oct.1951)” 

Pt. Dogra submitted a memorandum to the President of India and 
also held a Press Conference at Delhi on October 6, 1951. 
Resolution passed by All J&K Praja Parishad working Committee 
on 8th Oct, 1951 is as under:

 “Keeping in view the past short history of a few months of 
Kashmir Government's partial and unjust activities in connection 
with the forth-coming elections to the  Jammu  & Kashmir 
Const i tuent  Assembly  and keeping  in  v iew the  
misrepresentation they seem to have made to the Hon'ble Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India, with the result that he 
has gone out of his way in condemning the perfectly legitimate 
activities of the Praja Parishad in his recent speeches and 
statement, thereby interfering in the freedom of local elections 
which he should not have been advised to do, the working 
Committee deems it essential to reconsider at this juncture its line 
of action. The return of our president from Delhi has also made it 
necessary for the Working committee to decide finally this 
matter. It is therefore resolved:-

(1) That the Statement issued by our President Pt. Prem Nath 
Dogra wherein it has been stated in unambiguous terms that the  
Parishad stands for the complete and unconditional accession of 
J&K state to Indian Constitution in its entirety is fully supported 
and endorsed by the PP as being a true  reflection of the mind of 
Jammu People;

(2)  That all assurances and guarantees of free and fair 
elections given by the Jammu &  Kashmir Government have 



proved to be false and in spite of the Government of India and 
Government of Jammu and Kashmir having been fully informed 
of all the partisam and injustices from time to time in the shape of  
protests, demonstrations, notices and resolutions, no effective 
steps to consider the grievances or to readdress them have been 
taken and even our resolution of 21st September 1951 giving the 
Jammu & Kashmir Government ample chance for consideration 
has been ignored. Consequently the circumstances created by 
the Jammu & Kashmir Government have compelled us to decide 
it finally not to contest the Constituent Assembly elections under 
protest so long as the grievances mentioned in the Statement 
issued by our President at Delhi are not addressed.

(3)   That Parishad would continue to mobilize the public 
opinion for the State's complete accession to India and the 
adoption of the Indian Constitution like other States of the Union 
and would do all that is needed to propagate its programme”.

Sd. Durga Dass Verma 
                                       General Secretary

All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad
Jammu



(A) IRREGULARTIES IN JAMMU ELECTIONS

The following statement was issued to the press by Pt. Prem Nath 
Dogra, President of the All J&K Praja Parishad, at a press 
conference held in New Delhi on Saturday, October 6, 1951:-
You must have read a lot about the election to the Constituent 
Assembly of the Jammu and Kashmir State, but I felt that you 
have been given only one side of the picture. So, I would like to 
give you some facts about these elections and to leave it to you to 
judge for yourself in regard to the real situation in Jammu.

(B)  THE PRAJA PARISHAD  

The Praja Parishad is the Strongest political party of the people of 
Jammu for the past so many years, just as the “ National 
Conference” has been of the people of Kashmir , but ever since 
the present administration has been set up in the state, there has 
been a regular campaign of vilification and harassment of the 
people of Jammu. It was against this maltreatment that the 
Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad had to launch a Satyagrah 
Movement two years back, which was withdrawn on the definite 
assurance that there would be no discrimination in treatment 
between the people of the two provinces of J&K by the 
administration.

 The Praja Parishad is not a communal organisation in any 
sense of the term, which fact becomes clear from the fact that it 
has on its membership rolls hundreds of Muslims. Some of them 
have been addressing public meetings from the Praja Parishad 
platform, but the Government has adopted the tactics of dubbing 
these Muslim members of the Praja Parishad as Pakistanis. One 
of them was given a beating by the local officials, while another 
has been externed from the State and is presently staying in other 
parts of our Country. 



 Ever since the partition of India, the Praja Parishad has 
unequivocally stood for unconditional accession of the J&K State 
to the Indian Union, while the National Conference has even till 
today not agreed to complete merger of the State to the Indian 
Union and wants defence, external affairs and communications 
alone to be controlled by the central Government of India. Even in 
the present elections, the Praja Parishad demands the application 
of the entire Indian Constitution to the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir like all the other Part “B” and Part “C” States that have 
acceded to the Indian Union while the National Conference 
wants a separate Constitution for the Jammu and Kashmir State 
for reasons best known to itself.

PRAJA  PARISHAD VERSUS  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE

From the above, it is clear that there are fundamental and basic 
differences between the National Conference and the Praja 
Parishad over the question of the State's accession to the Indian 
Union; while the Praja Parishad stands for unconditional 
accession to India, the National Conference has reservations in 
this regard and the conflicting Statements and actions of the 
National Conference leaders during the last  four years, create 

Pt. Ji with senior leaders of Praja Parishad



grave suspicious in the minds of the people of the State. The 
present elections to the Constituent Assembly of the Jammu and 
Kashmir State are also being fought on this very issue, and that is 
the reason why the National Conference has been making 
attempts to prevent the Praja Parishad from entering the 
Constituent Assembly. 

 With this end in view, the government, which is another 
name for the National Conference, is adopting all means, fair and 
foul, to prevent real representatives of the people from entering 
the Constituent Assembly. It was as a result of this policy that no 
opposition candidates dare to file their nominations and who did 
dared to file their nominations were compelled to withdraw 
under pressure.

In the Jammu province this intimidation on the part of the 
National conference-cum-government could not succeed, as the 
Praja Parishad is the strongest political organisation of this 
province for so many years even when the National Conference 
had not even existed, its activities having been confined ever 
since 1932 when it was born as the Kashmir Muslim Conference 
in the Kashmir Valley alone so attempts are being made 
according to a well-laid plan to prevent the Praja Parishad from 
having any effective voice in the Constituent Assembly.

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, Bachan Singh Panchi with other activists



TACTICS  ADOPTED     

The first thing the National Conference government did was to 

decide not to hold elections in the provinces of Kashmir and 

Jammu simultaneously. Every body was surprised to find that 

while the nominations were being filled in the Kashmir Valley 

even the final voter's lists had not been made public for the 

Jammu Province. It was only after the “unopposed elections” of 

the National conference candidates had been announced in 

Kashmir that the dates for nominations in Jammu province were 

announced, with the deliberate intention of influencing the 

elections in Jammu. 

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra Addresses at a Meeting of 
Party delegates at Jammu



IRREGULAR  DELIMITATION

Another tactic adopted against the Praja Parishad was that the 
Parishad was given no representation on the Delimitation 
committee although at first the Praja Parishad was assured that 
its representatives would be associated with the committee, but 
later this was not done, with the result that the delimitation of the 
constituencies in the Jammu province was carried out in such an 
arbitrary way that all the strongholds of leading members of the 
Praja Parishad  were broken up into fragments. 

The Constituencies as fixed by the Delimitation committee are 
altogether opposed to the principles of contiguity and 
compactness of the areas as the basis of delimitation as laid down 
in the terms of reference for the Delimitation Committee, with a 
view to benefit the party in the power,
  
 The following specific instances will be sufficient to prove 
the above contention of the Praja Parishad    :-

1. While fixing the Constituencies for the City of Jammu, 

A public gathering before launching Satyagrah Movement in 1952



Jammu patwar, which is contiguous with Jammu city, was split 
up and a major portion of it was tacked on to the Kahna Chak 
constituency in Jammu Tehsil, while the remainder was attached 
to the southern constituency of Jammu city, to which also added 
to the Bahu patwar on the other side of the river Tawi. A protest 
was held and a resolution was adopted and sent to the 
government on September 8 1951, but with no result. 

2.  Sari patwar, across the river Bhini which is a natural Part 
of the Basholi constituency was cut off from this constituency and 
was attached to the Billawar constituency, because this patwar 
was taken to be in favour of the National Conference candidate 
standing from the Billawar Constituency. This division is quite 
unnatural and deliberately partial.

NO GENERAL SEATS IN 3 CONSTITUENCIES 

 The third method adopted against the Praja Parishad     
was that the areas where the Parishad was the strongest have 
been debarred from sending any candidates other than members 
of the Scheduled castes, although the population of scheduled 
caste members there was comparatively very small. In India, 
scheduled castes and tribes have been given seats in addition to 
general seats, but not at the cost of the general electorates, except 
in those areas where the entire population has consisted of such 
castes and tribes, but in Jammu, the delimitation committee has 
set apart three constituencies of Reasi, Kahna Chak and Bishnah 
for the Harijans only. If instead of these constituencies being 
reserved, three seats had been set apart for these Harijans in 
addition to general seats; there would have been no injustices to 
the general electorate, which has thus been debarred from being 
represented in the Constituent Assembly, although they form a 
majority of the population in all these areas.  
 
 The most glaring instance of the unfair delimitation of the 



constituencies   was the one in regard to Kishtwar, which has the 
largest populations of Harijans, as no representation has been 
given to Harijans there. The reason is simple. The Harijan 
candidate of the Praja Parishad in this area Mr. Jagat Ram Arya 
was sure to get elected by an over whelming majority. He was a 
member of the Praja Sabha or the Legislative Assembly of the 
State last time. The government first tried to win him over to the 
side of the National Conference. On his refusal, he was arrested 
and sent to jail. He was however, ordered to be released by the 
High court as a result of a Habeas corpus application. The 
government then stopped his entry into his home district 
Kishtwar by interning him in Srinagar. When there were protests 
against this all round, the delimitation committee debarred 
Kishtwar from returning a Harijan Candidate thus making it 
impossible for the Praja Parishad candidate Mr. Jagat Ram Arya 
from being elected to the Constituent Assembly.

 The Praja Parishad   protested against these injustices but to no 
effect.

OUT OF THE WAY POLLING STATIONS

 The fourth handicap put in the way of the Praja Parishad 
coming out successful was to fix the polling station at out of the 
way places, where the National Conference government 
resources alone could carry the voters, and not in central places.

41 OUT OF 65 NOMINATIONS REJECTED

  The fifth and the most atrocious attempt that was made 
against the Praja Parishad was that no less than 41 out of the 65 
nominations filled by the Praja Parishad for 27 of the 30 seats from 
the Jammu Province were rejected on the most flimsy grounds, 
while not a single nomination paper of any National Conference 
candidate was rejected, although the Praja Parishad   filed very 
serious objections against a number of them.



    As the Praja Parishad had expected trouble in connection 
with the nominations, it had taken the precaution of filing the 
nominations of more than one candidate from 24 constituencies; 
and in some places the number of the Praja Parishad nominees 
was even 3 or 4. But, determined as the returning officer were not 
to let  the Praja Parishad  contest these seats, all the 2 or 3 or 4 
nominations of the Parishad candidates were rejected on one 
ground or the other. The details of the rejection of these 
nomination papers would therefore prove very interesting and 
deserve to be mentioned in some detail.

1.   In the Billawar constituency four nominations were filed 
for Dhyan Singh, Tara Chand, Thakur Das and Ram Chand. All 
the four nominations papers were rejected on the ground that the 
proposers and seconders of these candidates were not able to 
produce State Subject Certificates, though no such condition was 
necessary according to the Election Rules.

 As against the, nomination paper of the National 
Conference candidate, named Ram Chandra Khajuria, was 
accepted although his proposer and seconder too could not 
produce any State Subject Certificates and in addition his name 
was entered in the official electoral roll  as Amar Chand and not 
as Ram Chandra.

2.   For the Hiranagar constituency, the Praja Parishad filed 
four nominations paper for Baldev Singh, Rudramani, Ram Dutt 
and Jawala Prakash. The nomination of the first three choices 
were rejected on the basis of the State Subject Certificate and that 
of the last named candidate alone was accepted as the Returning 
officer said he personally knew the proposer and seconder.

3.   For the Basholi Constituency, the Praja Parishad filed 
three nomination papers in the name of Tara Chand, Jagdish 
Sharma and Ram Chand. The nominations of the first two were 
rejected on the same ground of the State Subject Certificate but 



the nomination of Mr. Ram Chand was rejected on the plea that 
he was a government servant, although he had brought with him 
his resignation letter duly accepted by his officer. The resignation 
was not considered sufficient.
       
 As against this, the nomination paper of the National 
Conference candidate, Mahant Ram, was accepted as valid, 
although he had not attached with his nomination the form of 
declaration specifying his election agent, the filling of which was 
compulsory for all candidates.  

4. For the Kathua Constituency, the Praja Parishad had set 
up no less than five candidates named Chagar Singh, Surendra 
Nath, Prithvi Singh, Ranjit Singh and Vidya Parkash. The 
nominations of the first two were rejected on the same plea of 
State Subject Certificate. the nominations of Prithvi Singh and 
Ranjit Singh were rejected on the ground that they had been 
arrested in connection with a political movement in Jammu, the 
nomination of the fifth candidate was alone accepted, as no fault 
could be found with his nomination paper.

 As against this, the nomination paper of the National 
Conference candidate, Major Piar Singh was held valid, although 
he had not attached the necessary declaration as required by the 
rules.

5. For the Ramnagar constituency, three nomination papers 
were filed by the Parishad for Hansraj, Amrit Sagar and Shiva 
Charan.

 The nomination paper of Hansraj was rejected on the plea 
that he was not sure of his serial number on the official electoral 
roll. According to the original electoral roll his number appeared 
to be 490, but in the revised list it was 491. As a precaution he filed 
two separate nominations papers, one giving the numbers as 490 
and the other 491, but both were rejected on the ground that the 



candidate was not sure of his serial number. 

 The nomination paper of Amrit Sagar was rejected on the 
plea that he was not able to produce a certified copy of his entry in 
the electoral roll, although he carried an official copy of the roll 
which contained his name.

  The nomination  paper of Shiv Charan was rejected on the 
plea that he was not able to produce a certified  copy of his entry 
in the electoral roll was Lala Shiv Charan, while the nomination 
paper merely stated Shiv Charna, even though the father's name 
and all other particulars tallied fully.

   As against this, the nomination paper of the National 
Conference candidate, Lala Hem Raj was held as valid, although 
his name was entered as Lala Hum Raj.
 
 In addition, the nomination papers of Raghunath Singh 
and Dhanvantar Singh from the Samba Constituency, of Shiv Lal 
from RS Pura and Shyam Lal from Akhnoor and others were 
rejected on the basis of clerical mistakes or minor printing errors. 
The nomination paper of Dharampal, a Praja Parishad candidate, 
was first accepted for the R.S .Pura Constituency, but he was later 
beaten and made to withdraw it.

(a) FAVOUR TOWARDS THE NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE CANDIDATES:

       Compared to these impediments put in the way the 
National Conference candidates were favoured is illustrated by 
the following:-

1. The name of Shrimati Ram Dei, who has been set up by the 
National Conference for the Jammu City Southern constituency 
appeared in the electoral rolls as Mrs. Brigadier Rajendra Singh 
and not as Ram Dei. Still her nomination paper was accepted.



2. The name of the National Conference candidate from 

Samba named Sagara Singh as well as that of his seconder did not 

tally with the entries in the electoral roll. Even then his 

nomination paper was held valid.

3. The father's name of Chella Singh, the National 

Conference candidate from the chhamb constituency, according 

to the State Subject Certificate is Barita, but in the electoral roll it 

was entered as Brita Singh. In addition he is a Jat in the State 

Subject Certificate, but is entered as a Sikh in the electoral roll. 

Still, his nomination was held valid.

 Although the election rules laid down that the objections 

on all nominations papers should be decided on one and the same 

day, in the Kathua Constituency, they were held over for the 

second day on the plea that both the presiding officers had fallen 

ill simultaneously, with a view to help the National Conference.

    The above instances are only illustrative and not 

exhaustive. How far the elections in Jammu can be fair and free 

can easily be made out from these.

OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE

In addition to this, the entire administrative machinery of the 

National Conference government has been geared to carry on 

propaganda of the most malicious type against the Praja 

Parishad, under the direct supervision of the Deputy Prime 

Minister of the State who has been touring the Jammu Province 

threatening and intimidating the people against supporting the 

Parishad.



Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, Rishi Kumar Koushal in a 
meeting with activists

The Deputy Commissioner of Kathua, accompanied by the 
Minister, Shri Girdhari Lal Dogra, has been touring and 
addressing public meetings in favour of the National Conference 
candidates. He has cancelled the arm licenses of many people in 
the border areas who did not support the National Conference 
candidates, and gave fresh licences to those who opposed the 
Praja Parishad.
    
 In the same way, the Tehsildar, and the Naib Tehsildar of 
Ramnagar worked in favour of the National Conference against 
the Praja Parishad.

 The above are some of the handicaps which make it 
impossible for the Praja Parishad to have a fair deal in these 
elections. 

“MR. GOPALSWAMI AYYANGAR HELPLESS”

   I came to meet the ministers of states, Mr. N. Gopalswami 
Ayyangar, to point out to him all these irregularities in the hope 
that he would be able to secure a fair deal for the Praja Parishad in 



Jammu, but I regret to find that beyond some vague assurances, 
he has not been able to assure me that the Praja Parishad could 
expect Justice and fair–play in these elections.

IMPARTIALITY  NECESSARY

If the Government of India and the State Government want the 
formation of a truly representative Constituent Assembly for the 
Jammu and Kashmir State, the least they must do is:- 

1. To hold an independent, judicial inquiry into the rejection 
of the nomination papers of the Praja Parishad candidates, 
thereby enabling the Praja Parishad to contest in all the 27 
Constituencies from where it had originally set up its candidates.  
 
2.  To appoint some Supreme Court Judge to conduct the 
elections in Jammu, to assure perfect impartiality.

3.    To prevent Government servants from working for 
candidate of any party  in  the  State.

     I am really sorry that I have to give publicity to all these 
facts, but things have now gone so far that we cannot help it. We 
tried our utmost to settle matters locally, but the leaders of the 
National Conference and the State Government have refused to 
listen to the most genuine grievances of the people of Jammu in 
connection with these forthcoming elections.

DECISION IN JAMMU

 The Praja Parishad is now faced with the problem of 
deciding whether to contest the elections under these 
circumstances or to withdraw from the elections, exposing their 
mockery in their entirety. This matter will be decided by the Praja 
Parishad   in Jammu on my return there, when a meeting of the 
working committee would be held to consider the whole 



situation.   
                                          

 (Sd) Prem Nath Dogra

6th October 1951 Ref: From historical documents of Praja Parishad 
available at Nana JI Deshmukh Library, Jammu 





(i)  History

Hari Singh & Praja Parishad

The Maharaja of J&K had opted for secular Bharat 
instead of theocratic Pakistan. He braved all the 
pulls and pressures. The Maharaja used his legal 
authority in signing the same Instrument of 
Accession, which was sealed by other more than 

550 Rajas and Nawab of the princely States. 

 And, thus legally and constitutionally this State also came to be an 
integral part of the Indian Union but for legal Authority of Maharaja 
Hari Singh.

  Sheikh Abdullah did not reconcile towards the Maharaja 
although the Sheikh had pledged his loyalty to seek his release and 
become the emerging administrator in 1947 and Prime Minister of 
the State in 1948.

   After assuming powers, the Sheikh influenced his friend the 
all powerful Prime Minister of India, Shri Jawhar Lal Nehru to put 
Maharaja Hari Singh in exile at Bombay.

 Led by Pt. Prem Nath Dogra the Praja Parishad opposed the 
measure arguing that this would be a folly and would encourage 
communally infested separatist elements in Kashmir. The PP 
pleaded for similar treatment to Maharaja Hari Singh as to the other 
Princes and Nawabs.

   But the NC and congress as also their cronies accused the PP 
and Pt. Dogra of being agent of dynastic rule i.e. Rajivada shahi. It 
was to mislead the public opinion as PP stood 

 Respectful to Maharaja   

Pt. Prem Nath was quite respectful to the Maharaja despite he was 
prematurely retired from his govt.  He was critical of the 
appeasement policies of Shri Jawhar lal Nehru towards the Sheikh 
and trying to humiliate Hari Singh taking him as his opponent.



 Pt. Ji felt that Shri Jawahar lal Nehru has not done Justice to the 
King who had opted for India with a National outlook braving all 
the pressures to go with Pakistan which he also felt that was 
created under a design.

     He minced no words in voicing his feelings that many 
problems in Kashmir were the creation of too much pampering of 
the Sheikh who was never consistent in his behaviour and 
approach and had been changing colours even on nationalism.

 Pt. Ji made it a point to call on the Maharaja when he 
visited Mumbai in late fifties as a leader of the Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh.

VINDICTIVE NEHRU

 According to some historians the genesis of Kashmir 

imbroglio lies in the animosity between Sheikh Mohd Abdullah 

and Maharaja Hari Singh, and political friendship of Sh. 

Pt. Dogra in a Procession



Jawaharlal Nehru and that of the Sheikh. This friendship had 

made the powerful Nehru vindictive towards Hari Singh to the 

extent that at the instance of his friend, Maharaja Hari Singh was 

forced out of his State to live in exile and die in exile in 1962 at 

Mumbai although the J&K State had legally come to be an integral 

part of India but for his signing of Instrument of Accession with 

Indian Union. Some writers had termed this act of Nehru as not 

only injustice but also a blunder.

 VINDICTIVENESS  OF  NEHRU 

 This could be gauged from an incident after the Maharaja 

was ousted from his State.

  After the Maharaja had left his State on April 23, 1949 some 

months later Prime Minister Shri Nehru visited Jammu and was 

along with Sheikh was taken out in a procession. At Purani Mandi 

near the office of Rajput Sabha, Shri Nanak Singh Jamwal, an 

activist of the Sabha had put up a boarding with a reception gate 

with the demand:      

           

  “Maharaja Hari Singh Ko Wapis Lao” 

 At the end of the procession in the Parade Ground on the 

northern side a public meeting was held. In course of his 

speech Shri Nehru putting his foot repeatedly down with a 

raised voice thrice said:

  “Maen Kahata Hoon Hari Singh Naheen Ayae Gaa, Naheen 

Ayae Gaa, Naheen Ayae Gaa”



     This angry shouting led to many people leaving the venue 
of  the meeting and the announcement of Sh. Nehru  also gave 
impetus to the activities of Praja Parishad as the Party was 
already demanding a similar treatment  to the State Maharaja like 
that of other Rajas and Nawabs of the Country.
 
 The reason of Shri Nehru being against the Maharaja was 
evident that in 1944, the Sheikh led NC had launched a quit 
Kashmir movement on the analogy of Quit India Movement. 
Generally the slogan of National Conference was “Dogra 
Kashmir Chhor Doo” although common Dogra people had 
nothing to do with it as Maharaja's rule was the dynastic 
monarchy but the anti-Dogra slogans were having obvious 
feelings against the National Conference in the land of Dogras.

  In 1946, when the Sheikh was arrested and a case was 
launched on sedition charges, Shri Nehru against the advice of 
other Congress National Leaders of that time tried to come to 
plead Sheikh's case in the court but the Maharaja had prevented 
his entry in the State. The angry demonstration of Nehru was also 
the reason indicating that how vindictive he was. 

 It is pertinent to mention here that the conditions were 

Pt. Nehru Addresses meeting at Jammu



created to the extent that in 1962, when the upright Mahahraja 
Hari Singh breathed his last, no member of his family was on his 
side except his close aide ADC Capt. Dewan Singh.

Article 370 as enshrined in the Constitution

370 Temporary provisions with respect to the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir :-

(1) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution,-
(a) the provision of article 238 shall not apply in relation to the 
State of   
 Jammu and Kashmir;
(b) the power of Parliament to make laws for the said State 
shall be limited to-
 
(i) those matters in the Union List and the Concurrent List 
which, in consultation with the Government of the State, are 
declared by the President to correspond to matters specified in 
the Instrument of Accession governing the accession of the State 
to the Dominion Legislature may make laws for that State; and

(ii) Such other matters in the said Lists as, with the 
concurrence of the Government of the State, the President may by 
order specify.

Explanation.- For the purposes of this article, the Government of 
the State means the person for the time being recognised by the 
President as the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir acting on the 
advice of the Council of Ministers for the time being  in office 
under the Maharaja's Proclamation dated the fifth day of March, 
1948;

(c) the Provisions of article 1 and of this article shall apply in 
relation to that State;



(d)  Such of the other provisions of this Constitution shall 
apply in relation to that State subject to such exceptions and 
modifications as the President may by order specify:

 Provided that no such order which relates to the matters 
specified in the Instrument of Accession of the State referred to in 
paragraph (i) of Sub clause (b) shall be issued except in 
consultation with the Government of the State:

 Provided further that no such order which relates to 
matters other than those referred to in the last preceding proviso 
shall be issued except with the concurrence of that Government.

(2) If the concurrence of the Government of the State referred 
to in paragraph (ii) of sub clause (b) of clause 1 or in the second 
proviso to sub-clause (d) of that clause be given before the 
Constituent Assembly for the purpose of framing the 
Constitution of the State is convened, it shall be placed before 
such Assembly for such decisions as it may taken thereon.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of 
this article, the President may, by public notification, declare that 
this article shall cease to be operative or shall be operative only 
with such exceptions and modifications and from such date as he 
may specify:

 Provided that the recommendation of the Constituent 
Assembly of the State referred to in clause (2) shall be necessary 
before the President issues such a notification.

ARTICLE 370 –AN EVIL

 There were several reasons for launching of a big agitation 
of 1952-53, The Praja Parishad was opposed to the incorporation 
of Article 370 in the Indian Constitution granting separate status 
to Jammu and Kashmir State. This was taken by the Praja 



Parishad as discriminatory and obnoxious as this would 
encourage divisive and fissiparous tendencies and prove 
psychological barriers. However the Praja Parishad warnings 
were ignored.

 It is pertinent to recall that the Maharaja Hari Singh of J&K 
had signed the same Instrument of Accession which was signed 
by about 560 other princely States of India.   The other States 
agreed to fully adopt the Indian Constitution but Sheikh led 
National Conference leaders pleaded for a separate status 
constituent assembly because of their State being a Muslim 
majority identity. 

   In the Consembly of India framing the Constitution this 
State was represented by the top leaders of N.C. Viz Sheikh Mohd 
Abdullah, Mirza Afzal Beg and Molana Mohd Sayeed Masoodi 
from Kashmir and little known Sh. Moti Ram Biagra from 
Jammu. There was no representation of Ladakh. 

  In the draft of the Constitution originally the name of this 
State was inserted just as Kashmir but later on objection raised by 
some members from Bengal and others the amended name was 
corrected as Jammu and Kashmir.
Not only this, Kashmiri language alone was included in the 8th 
schedule of the Constitution. It was in 2002 during NDA rule led 
by Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee that the Dogri language could find 
place in the Constitution. Thus, the Dogri had to wait for about 50 
years to get recognition at the constitutional level as a regional 
language.

 It is noteable to mention here that the Article 370 was not in 
the original draft of Constitution prepared by the  then Union 
Law Minister and founding father of the Constitution, Dr. B.R. 
Amebedkar. Ignoring the reservations made by  most of  the 
National Leader  of the  Party to pamper the Sheikh, Shri Nehru 
entrusted the task to another Minister, Shri Gopala Swami 



Ayyanager to pilot the Article 370. Several members of 
Constituent Assembly including Molana Hasarat Mohani raised 
serious objections over this discriminatory step. To pacify the 
agitated members, it was assured to them that this Article would 
wither away with the passage of time.
  
 But in Jammu and Kashmir, Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was not 
convinced with this assertion of Shri Nehru. He was of the strong 
opinion that it is easy to opt for any wrong but difficult to get rid 
of it.

  Pt. ji quite often had been observing:
 “Lamhoon Nae Khatta kae, Sadion Nae Saza Paie”. 

The result has been obvious. 
  
 The events of the history indicate that how visionary was 
Pt. Dogra. Even today after about seven decades this Temporary 
Provision not only existed in the statue book but also the 
descendants of the Sheikh and some other controversial elements 
are harping for undoing what had been intended in State by 
Constitutional provisions and restoration  of what is being 
harped as Autonomy and even Azadi.

 Many legal and far sighted people opine that Article 370 
has come to be a psychological barrier between this State and rest 
of India resulting in numerous problems including secessionism 
and backwardness of the State on many accounts.

Adoption of Flag for the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir  

   The so called National Movement in the state had from the 
very beginning a distinctive growth and character. Although the 
Indian National Congress did support the All Jammu and 



Kashmir National Conference in their struggle against the 
autocratic rule of Maharaja yet National Conference did not 
merge with the Indian National Congress.
        
  However, the National Conference adopted a red Flag 
with a white emblem of plough in its centre as a symbol of their 
political organisation in 1939. The same flag was accepted as a 
party Flag in Naya Kashmir. 





VISIONARY LEADER 

 Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was very much alive to the 
happenings around, especially in J&K.

He knows that how the Jamate Islami was being active and 
hundreds of Madrassas have been opened to spread their 
philosophy of radicalization. The Author says in his write up.

RADICALIZATION OF KASHMIR

 The people of Kashmir were known as being peace loving 
and refraining from any kind of violence. But according to events 
of the modern history, the seeds of radicalization were sown by 
the leaders of National Conference and the Congress themselves. 
The crop of which is being reaped by the enemy. The founder of 
Pakistan Ali Mohd Jinnah was invited to Kashmir by Sheikh 
Mohd Abdullah and his colleagues as far back as in early 1944. So 
did the Muslim Conference, on their invitation, Sh. Jinnah and his 
sister Fatima Jinnah came to Jammu on May 8, 1944. According to 
an account given by Mohd Sarver Abbasi, vice-chancellor of 
Muzaffarabad University, on his entering in the State. Jinnah was 
received by the National Conference leaders Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohd and others at Suchetgarh. A warm welcome was arranged 
for the Muslim league leader by the Muslim Conference and 
partly by National Conference.
                          
 In the evening in Jammu city, the Muslim Conference 
arranged a big public meeting at Eidgah Jammu. This was done 
by Choudhary Ghulam Abbas and his colleagues of the Muslim 
Conference.

JINNAH  IN  SRINAGAR
                           
 The next day, 9 May, 1944 on entering of Sh. Jinnah in the 
Valley a big reception was accorded to him by the National 



Conference. A function in this regard was held at Pratap Park 
Srinagar, at which the reception address in honour of Jinnah was 
read by Pandit Jia Lal Kilam.

   Shri Kilam cleverly inserted at the end that “such receptions are 
held in honour of great men who-so-ever visits in Kashmir”.
                            
 These words irked Jinnah and in his speech while 
expressing his gratitude for according this royal reception he too 
cleverly remarked that he is of the belief that this reception was 
not of his person   but to the organisation of Muslim League to 
which he heads.
                               
 Shri Jinnah stayed at Srinagar for over two months and 
enjoyed reception parties and Ziafatien (feasts) etc. Heard the 
views of both those of National Conference leaders as also of their 
adversaries who were led by Mir waiz of Kashmir, Yusuf Shah, 
and head of the Muslim Conference.   On his return after over two 
months stay in the valley he returned back via Uri-Muzaffarabad 
road and at a function at Marri, Jinnah announced his 
unequivocal support to Muslim Conference of Mirwaiz.
                                  
 Over this statement of  Jinnah, Sheikh Mohd Abdullah 
was annoyed to the extent that he pledged. “I will never accept 
the two Nations Theory of Jinnah till last drop of my blood.” 
                              
 This statement of the Sheikh came to be a boon for Sh. 
Jawahar Lal Nehru. And, thus both of them came to be close 
friends. This made the Sheikh to be the Prime Minister of J&K and 
all powerful the Sheikh, who ultimately came to be a problem on 
many accounts.

   The happenings of 1952-53 agitation of the Praja Parishad 
jolted the Sheikh who otherwise was having unbridled authority. 
The powerful Sheikh Mohd Abdullah came in contact with 
certain foreign diplomats who injected in him the virus of an 



independent Kashmir as was also enshrined in the National 
Conference manifesto, the Naya Kashmir.  

    With this dreaming, Sheikh Mohd Abdullah got jittery 
because of Praja Parishad agitation for putting the J&K at par 
with other parts of the Country. He started showing the signs of 
his inner. Not only had this he also begun disrespecting the New 
Delhi big leaders like Molana Abdul Kalam Azad and others.
 
 Sensing serious developments in the days to come the 
Sheikh's own colleagues on August 9, 1953, deposed and jailed 
him. His deputy Bakshi Ghulam Mohd came to be the Prime 
Minister of the State. And thus, a new era began for the State and 
also for the Praja Parishad.
                    
 Agitated Sheikhs supporters floated a new outfit under 
the title of Plebiscite Front which gave new instance of sowing 
seeds of separatism.
  For many reasons Shri Nehru did not like to keep his 
friend in the jail anymore, hence, a big change was affected in 
Kashmir policies in early sixties. Under a plan the State Prime 
Minister Bakshi Ghulam Mohd was removed from power. After 
some important happenings, a senior National Conference leader 
Shri G.M. Sadiq was installed as Prime Minister of the State on 
February 29, 1964. The Sheikh and his colleagues were released 
on April 8, 1964. The court cases against the Sheikh were with 
drawn. And it was decided to fight the Sheikh “politically.”
       
 In 1967, Assembly elections the Sheikh led Kashmir 
Plebiscite Front gave a call for boycott with the slogan of Tark-e-
Mawalat (social boycott) of the congressmen by terming them as 
“insects of the dirty lane”. Such moves of the Sheikh caused an 
embarrassing situation for the Congressmen in the valley of 
Kashmir.
       
 To contain the influence of the Sheikh, the ruling Congress 



(The then Pradesh Congress Chief, Syed Mir Qasim and some 
other senior Congressman enjoying feast with Mir Waiz of 
Kashmir and Head of Awami Action Committee, Moulana 
Mohd. Farooq after Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah had termed them as 
insects of dirty lane.What a politics Adversary become friends to 
meet the Challenge of another one.)

 As part of their plans to counter the Sheikh, an official 
body but with secret functioning, was created. It was known as 
FSO (Field Survey Organisation). It was headed by some experts 
in political matters. Because of such moves Jamate Islami also 
emerged on the Kashmir scene. Several Muktabs and Madarassas 
were opened in the valley. Some other such like extremist outfits 
also mysterioly came up. 

  A senior Journalist, wrote an article with some details that 
how Jamate Islami tentacles were being spread to radicalise 
Kashmir.
                
 Visionary Pt Prem Nath Dogra was alarmed to read this 

activist the old adversaries of the Sheikh including the scions of 
Mirwaiz Yusuf Shah and others. Even some persons, who had 
earlier left for Pok, were managed to come back. Mohd Umaar 
Farooq was installed as Mir Waiz of Kashmir who formed Awami 
Action Committee with secessionist stance and slogans. 



write up. He straight went to the Chief Minister, Shri G.M. Sadiq 
and asked that what all this was happening. 

 (Up to 1965 the nomenclature of the State Executive was as 
Prime Minister. It was changed on 30 March, 1965 to that of Chief 
Minister.)
                       
  Shri Sadiq asked Pandit Dogra to see Syed Mir Qasim, 
who was then Revenue Minister and also the Pradesh president 
of the Congress.
 When Pt. Dogra asked Syed Qasim that what this was 
happening, his answer was. “Do you know the meaning of Tark-
e-Mawalat. After all we also have to live in Kashmir. You know 
that: iron cuts iron (Lohe Ko Loha Kat ta Hea Aur Zehar Ko 
Zehar)”
                        
 Pt. Dogra understood the feelings of the Congress leader 
but felt that what was being done is not good for future.

CONGRESS  REACTION  TO  ADVICE:

 Interestingly, after cautioning by Pt. Dogra against 
sowing of seeds of radicalism in Kashmir, the ruling Congress 
leaders enhanced substantially the funding of FSO and its area of 
operation was also extended towards Jammu for weakening the 
Jana Sangh. Some of its activists got strayed.
 It is noteable here that for first time in 1972 Assembly elections 
the Jamate Islami got five seats from the valley and came to be the 
major opposition group in the House and Bharatiya Jana Sangh  
was relegated to second position with just three members. 
 
  Shri Ali Shah Geelani, leader of  the separatists Hurriyat 
Conference at that time became the Deputy leader of Jamate 
Islami group, Saif-ud-Din Qari was the leader.
                              

 In 1975, in wake of Indira Sheikh Accord, Sheikh Mohd 



Abdullah took over the reigns of power and his first move was to 

disband the FSO. (But one report said the Qasim led congress 

Govt. itself in the last Cabinet meeting had decided to distband 

the controversial FSO before handing over power to Shiekh 

Mohd. Abdullah in last week of Feb 1975) And in 1977, Assembly 

elections Jamate Islam could muster just one seat

 After the death of Sheikh Mohd Abdullah in 1982, the radical 

outfits formed Muslim united Front (MUF). In 1987 Assembly 

elections the performance of the MUF was improved but created 

problems alleging that some of their wining candidates were 

declared defeated. They also included Mohd Yusuf Shah, a 

young man of Amira Kadal. The same Shah is now the chief 

commander of Jehad Council operating from Pak/Pojk.

                     

 The wrongs of the National Conference and that of the 

Congress done in wake of the Rajiv Farooq Accord in 1986-87, led 

to great resentment in Kashmir. Pakistan taking advantage of the 

anger exploited the youth to take up in the guns and thus, the 

armed militancy broke in Kashmir. 

                  

 No doubt Pakistan is behind the menance of cross border 

terror but the hate and love relations of the Congress/National 

Conference were no less responsible for the sad situation in this 

State, more so, in the troubled Kashmir for sowing the seeds of 

radicalism.

 

 In this regard it is also noteable that the leaders of these 

pseudo secular parties did not learn any lesson from the 

happenings of the past. In 1983, the then BJP President Shri Atal 

Behari had termed the relations of Congress and that of the 

National Conference as those of Jilted lovers who create 

problems.



JAGMOHAN'S  BOLD  STEPS:
  

 After the alarming situation developed in 1990, the State 

Governor Sh. Jag Mohan took some bold steps for correcting the 

wrongs of the past. These also included the winding up of about 

two hundred Madrassas and other such educational centres. 

These were taken under control of the State education 

Department and their teachers and other staff was adjusted after 

due screening. With the result in 1996 the numbers of such 

Madrassas and religious small centres was a big NIL and in 2008, 

it was 34. But about a decade back in 2008-2009, the Centre 

provided a special grant of some crores for imparting Quality 

Education in Madrassas and Muktabs.  With the result large 

numbers of Madrassas and other such bodies for religious 

education have sprouted not only in the valley but also in many 

sensitive areas of Jammu too. The number of such religious 

institutions has gone up to over a thousand, both that of 

registered and unregistered. In this regard an amazing account is 

also apparent from the answer of a Q.D. in the Assembly.



 Questions   Reply
a.

 
Year-wise the amount 

 Received under central 
schemes for providing 
quality education in 
educational institution 
for minorities and the 
assistance provided to 
each such body along with 
the number of students 
and teachers thereof;

 

a

 

b.

 

Separately, the number of

 

local/non-local teachers 
in these institutions giving 
the name and residential 
particulars of non -local 
teachers;

 

b

 

The details of local & non-local teachers in 
Madrassas is detailed below & list of non-local 
teachers is detailed at annexure”B”:-
S

 

No.

 

Division

 

Local
Trs.

Non 
Local 
Trs.

Total

1

 

Jammu

 

337 17 354
2

 

Kashmir

 

521 Nil 521

 

c.

 

The number of

 

register-ed and 
un-registered  
Madarassas and other
such institutions as in
1996,2002,2008
and as on date; and

c

 

The details if registered and un-registered 
Madarassas is detailed below:-

1996 2002 2008 Present

Registered nil 23 23 298
Unregistered nil 9 11 165

d. Whether this assistance is 
provided to all schools for 
minorities including those 
run by Sikhs, if not, the 
reasons therefor?

d No Sir The assistance is provided to Madrassa under 
centrally sponsered scheme of “Scheme to provide 
quality education in Madrasas” (SPQEM) which 
seeks to bring about qualitative improvement in 
Madrasas to enable Muslim children attain 
standards of the national education system in 
formal education subjects.

The details are at Annexure “A”.
24/2/2014

REGARDING:- EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION.
Un-starred A. Q. No. 126: Prof Chaman Lal Gupta: 

will the government state

 It is worth taking note of the moves for more and more 
radicalising Kashmir (J&K). The operators of terrorists have been 
targeting the State educational since eruption of armed terrorists. 
During nineties alone the ultras had set ablaze as many as 800 
Govt. and private buildings and other structures. These included 
nearly 600 of School and other educational buildings. The 
purpose was obvious to keep the younger generation away from 
educational bodies.
                        

 To what extent educational institutions had been on the 



target of anti-national elements, is evident that during 2016 large 

scale violence in south Kashmir about 40 buildings were set on 

fire out of these as many as 34 were those of schools.

 More significant was that during these days of big violence 

and Hartals, the Madrassas and other such bodies hummed with 

unusual activity. And many linked with such institutions were 

found indulging in stone pelting and other such unlawful acts. 

 And now this number has gone up to anybody's guess. 

Many have come up in most sense time border areas. At least four 

Madrassas have been opened for Rhoingya immigrants in Jammu 

also. 

 In this connection a passage from the book “My Frozen 

Turbulence in Kashmir” authored by former Governor, Shri 

Jagmohan also makes noteable reading.

BANNING  OF  SUBVERSIVE  ORGANISATIONS

 From the interrogation of the persons arrested, the 

ruthless manner of operation of the subversive organisations 

became still clearer. To undermine their operational 

effectiveness, I decided to declare unlawful some of the more 

dangerous organisations.

 

 On April 16, 1990, I issued orders under the State Criminal 

Law Amendment Act, declaring eight organisations unlawful. 

These were: Jamaat-e-Islami, J&K HIzbul Mujahideen, J&K 

Liberation Front, Students Liberation Front, Mahaz-e-Azadi 

Islami Students League, Peoples League and Islamic Jamait-e-

Tulba.       



“I made it clear to the public that the 
organisations in question had been 
banned because of their secessionist 
and terrorist activities, for which 
ample  proof  ex is ted .  These  
organisations, I further pointed out, 
were building up a general 
atmosphere of subversion and 
terrorism and were sowing the seeds 
of the disintegration of India.”

 “One immediate and significant result of the orders was 
that the offices and bank accounts of Jama'at-i-Islami were sealed 
and their cadres scattered. Publicity material could not also be 
easily produced and distributed. The Friday gathering could not 
also be addressed from the mosques by the Jamaát-i-Islami's 
leaders who either fled or were arrested.”

 One of the root causes of the current turmoil in Kashmir 
was the role played by Jamaát-i-Islami and its auxiliary agencies 
like falah-i-Aam. As brought out in the earlier chapters, these 
bodies had been laying the seed-bed of fundamentalism and 
fanaticism through the numerous schools and 'madrassas' run by 
them. Narrow ideas were planted in the impressionable minds of 
the children. The present crop of fundamentalism in Kashmir 
which has weakened the indigenous Kashmir Islam is largely a 
result of unchecked activities conducted through the schools and 
'madrassas'run by Jamaát-i-Islami and Falah-i-Aam Trust. While   
discussing the Kashmir issue in the Pakistan Press and 
Parliament, the Chief of Pakistani Jamaát-i-Islami influence that 
Kashmiris had woken up and understood the true meaning of 
Islam and resorted to 'jihad' against India.

 I, therefore, decided to immediately plug the foundation-

 Sh. Jagmohan in Kashmir



head of subversion and fanaticism in Kashmir. I also banned the 
Fallah-i-Aam Trust and declared its activities unlawful. The 
closure of 157 schools run by the Trust was the obvious 
consequences of this decision. For 15,000 students of these 157 
schools, arrangements were simultaneously made for the 
admission to the Government-run educational institutions where 
normal education was imparted.  

A difficult task was smoothly and speedily 
performed where by virtue of judicial orders 
passed by the high powered Tribunal 
headed by Mr. Justice G.D. Sharma, eight 
militant organizations banned by Governor 
Mr. Jagmohan in the year 1990 were 
confirmed under Vide SRO 146, dated 16 
April 1990, Jamaat-e-Islami J&K was 
declared as Unlawful Association. Vide SRO 

147 dated 16 April 1990; Islamic Students League  was declared as 
Unlawful Association. Vide SRO 148, dated 16 April 1990; Islamic 
Jamiat-e-Tuiba  was declared as Unlawful Association. Vide SRO 
149 dated 16 April 1990; Mahaz-e-Azadi was declared as 
Unlawful Association. Vide SRO 150 dated 16 April 1990; Peoples 
League was declared as Unlawful Association. Vide SRO 151 
dated 16 April 1990;  Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front was 
declared as Unlawful Association. 

Ref: Jag Mohan (1991), Mu Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir, allied 
publisher, New Delhi.

GENERAL VIEW
 
 It is beyond any doubt that the roots of problems in 
Kashmir are not only local ones. They are outside the boundaries. 
But outsider cannot harm much alone. What has been happening 

Justice G.D. Sharma



in Kashmir, it is mixed one.
  
 In this regard the question is that when the Madrassas and 
other such bodies were disbanded on specific grounds, then what 
was the need to provide grants, and that too from the Centre. 
More so in the name of minorities although in this State the 
operators of Madrassas and other such like outfits did not come 
from minorities of the State.
 
 In J&K Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and Christians are the 
real minorities. No such like assistance was ever provided to 
them.

 In view of all this, there are many who feel that if the 
advices of visionary Pt. Prem Nath Dogra had been taken into 
account the many complex problems would not have come up. 

 The patriotic moves of Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh in this regard were very clear.

CEASE FIRE

 Pt. Dogra was opposed to Cease-fire in 1948, especially 
when the Pakistani invaders were on the run and the Indian 
forces were marching fast in liberating the enemy held areas of 
the State. 

 He was of the view that holding of State areas by Pakistan 
would become a bone of contention between two neighbours. 
Moreover, Pakistan had no legal authority. Her position is not 
more than that of an invader. 



 But Shri Nehru was guided by 
enormous considerations. He 
was getting more guidance 
from the Sheikh than anybody 
else on Kashmir. But Sheikh 
was not interested in those 
areas as he had little following 
outside Kashmir valley.  And 
thus, the people of enemy held 

areas were left at the mercy of mauraders. It is noteable that in 
Pak-held areas there was a population of about 35 percent of 
Hindu, Sikhs and other miniorties before the invasion but now 
not a single person of these communities left there. All of them 
have been eliminated or forcibly converted to Islam.

Nehru and Sheikh counseling

A Sikh boy who could not migrate was converted 
by the Jehadis to Islam 

T w o  b r o t h e r s ,  o n e  w a s  
converted to Islam in POJK, who  
could not migrate to this side.

The signs of painful communal 
division of India still remind that 
how terrible situation was 
created. The armed tribesmen 
launched a massive attack to 
grab J&K State for theocratic 
state of Pakistan.

                    
 The invaders supported by Pak army entered this State in 
third week of October, 1947. Poonch and Muzaffarabad areas 
were their first target. In Plandri and Rawala Kot of Poonch large 
number of invaders indulged in loot and plunder.
   Thus, in a horrible condition, Sardar Chatterpal Singh who 



was separated from his wife and three male children namely 
Paramjit Singh 9 years and 6 month, Bhagat Singh 5 years and 
Rajinder Singh 3 years.  He in hapless circumstances reached in 
the migrant's camp in Jammu. After finding no clue of the 
members of the family. S Chattaerpal had second marriage. But he 
and others continued their efforts to know the fate of family 
members left in Pak-held areas. Ultimately the information came 
that the lady had died and his three children like others were 
converted by the Jehadis to Islam
 
 Not only this many Muslims have been forced out who 
have gone to Gulf Countries as also England. In their place 
Pakistanis and other outsiders have been settled. The entire 
demographic characters have been changed.
                        
 After the ceasefire, the UN Assembly with some 
preconditions to be filled by Pakistan on Feb. 5, 1949 adopted a 
resolution for having Plebiscite to decide the future of the State 
although India including sheikh Mohd. Abdullah made it clear 
that “not the accession but the Pak aggression is the issue”. 
According to the fact that the Maharaja was entitled has to opt for 
India or Pakistan.
             
 Indian forces had landed in the state only after the 
Maharaja had completed the formalities of signing the instrument 
of Accession.

 Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was not only against the ceasefire but 
also did not favour to knock at the doors of UNO as he had rightly 
feared that the Kashmir issue would become a pawn of 
international politics as nations were divided in power blocs.

UN  RESOLUTION  FOR  PLEBISCITE
  
 On February 5, 1949 the UN adopted a resolution for 
Plebiscite with the pre-conditions that Pakistan would vacate the 



occupied areas and conditions would be created for the conduct of 
the Plebiscite. But instead of withdrawing its troops from 
occupied areas the Pakistan authorities first resorted to cleanse of 
the minorities and also that of liberal Muslim from so called Azad 
Kashmir. In their place outsiders like Punjabis and even Afghanis 
other were settled there.

RANT FOR PLEBISCITE

 Amazingly even after totally changing the demographic 
character and fiddling with the geographical position by illegally 
gifting away large areas of this State to China, Pakistan and its 
cronies in Kashmir still rant for plebiscite to decide the future of 
J&K referring to UN resolution of Feburary5, 1949, ignoring the 
fact this resolution was pre-conditioned that Pakistan would 
withdraw its forces and create situation for ascertaining the view 
of the people of the State.

 Instead of doing so that the invaders are still occupying 
large areas of the J&K including the most strategic Gilgit and 
Baltistan.

CLEANESE OF MINORITIES

 In Pak occupied Jammu & Kashmir before 1947, there was 
about 35 per cent population of Hindu, Sikh and other minorities. 
But over the years now not a single member of their communities 
has been left there. Many were massacred during 1947-48 painful 
days and others were forced out to become migrants.

 Not only this instead of vacating its troops as per the 
requirement of UN resolution, Pakistan has raised several 
Cantonments there of permanent nature and have also 
established training centres for not only of its army men but at 
several places are being used for training and lodging of ultras. 
Some of the top terrorist commanders too are camping in the 



illegally occupied Kashmir. 

MIRPUR DEVASTATION

 Prior to Pakistani invasion of the State in 1947, Mirpur was 
the second biggest city of Jammu region. It was a flourishing trade 
centre. This was known for having the men of high caliber. They 
also include Lala Ayodha Nath elected members of Maharaja's 
Praja Sabha, Ch.Ram Lal Sadavarti, Ch. Gian Chand editor 
Sadaquat weekly, Raja Mohd Akbar editor and philosophers 
Judge Harbans Lal, Mahasa Roop Chand, Shri Jagdish Chander 
Gupta and many others in various aspects of life. The relations of 
various communities were cordial as the name of this city which 
was developed by two saints named Mir and Puri.  
         
 During the painful days of 1947, the religious zealots made 
several attempts to grab the city. But their attacks were repulsed 
by the army men who were supported by the nationalist. But on 
the fateful night of 24/25 November the invaders supported by 
Pak troops succeeded in capturing the historic city because of 
withdrawal of the possess of the State Army in a mysterious 
manner.
         
 Highly communalised invaders resorted to barbaric acts of 
massacre of thousands of innocent women, children, aged and 
others who could not move out.
 
 In this regard horrible eye witness account of bloodbath 
has been given by Sh. C.P. Gupta in his write up in daily excelsior 
dated 05 March 2017.

What a terrible and heart rending scene it was! which the author 
witnessed at the age of sixteen,  when Pakistan with its fully 
armed Battalion, like a  hungry wolf, pounced upon the innocent 
and unarmed population of Mirpur city now in P.O.K. when out 
of the total population of 25,000 souls including men, women and 



children of tender ages, more than 18,000 persons were brutally 
killed in three days of  carnage on 25, 26th and 27th November, 
1947.
 The only fault of the people of Mirpur, was that they had 
unitedly vowed to protect Mirpur their birth land, from the 
Pakistani raiders even at the cost of their own lives.

 The trouble started when on 26th October, 1947 the 
Maharaja Hari Singh the then Ruler of Jammu and Kashmir State 
,signed the Instrument of Accession after which the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir became an integral part of India. This could 
not be digested by the Pakistan Government. They planned a 
nefarious design in connivance with the Pathans. This led to a 
secret agreement between Pakistan Government and Pathan 
mercenaries according to which if Mirpur city was forcibly 
occupied, the captured women would be taken by the Pathans 
and the immovable land of Mirpur and movable property viz 
gold, cash etc. would be the share of Pakistan Government. This 
was named as Zan and Zar Agreement. Before conducting the 
army attack, the Pakistan Government in the first week of 
November 1947 managed in secret manner, to send a bag of 
Pamphlets written in Urdu language, in the city of Mirpur , in 
which it was written that Pakistan Government would assign a 
special status to Mirpur in Pakistan Government if the citizens of 
Mirpur amicably surrender themselves and allow the Pakistan 
army to occupy the territory of Mirpur without any hindrance. 
The literate and the elderly persons of the city met in the evening 
and decided out rightly to reject the proposal of the Pakistan 
Government and the refusal was conveyed through the shower of 
bullets from each defense picket of the city. This brought a terrible 
attack on Mirpur from the enemy.

 The small and ill equipped state Police force stationed at 
that time at Mirpur was fully assisted by the young civil 
population of the city. At the midnight of November 24, 1947, 
under a thick cover of artillery shelling and bursting of grenades 



which are normally used during an openly declared war, the 
Pakistan army launched a major attack on the southern side of the 
city, which was spiritedly resisted by the depleting garrison force 
for six hours. Although the pickets held tough resistance, the 
enemy came in wave after wave and after six hours of ceaseless 
fighting, the defense line of the city was run over by seven 
pathans. Alarmed by the most critical situation, the Flying Death 
Squads of the city engaged themselves madly in hand to hand 
fight with the infiltrators and killed all the seven pathans at the 
cost of life of many young men of the Mirpur community. Though 
the people of Mirpur displayed tremendous grit and tenacity but 
the end seemed gloomy and dreadful because that operation 
brought the city stock of ammunition to nearly zero level. Further, 
due to the irony of fate, the old modeled wireless set installed in 
the police camp at Mirpur suddenly developed some technical 
defect and went out of order which led to disruption in radio link 
with the State Police Headquarters at Jammu and Government of 
India. Despite war like situation created by Pakistan, the 
Government of India due to political rivalry between the then 
Prime Minister of India and the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir 
State, did not send army though at that time the Indian army was 
stationed at Jhanghar which was at a distance of only 20 miles 
from Mirpur.

 In that critical situation, the State Administration headed 
by Wazir Wazarat of Mirpur decided clandestinely to retreat to 
Jammu leaving behind the hapless civil population of the city to 
face the wrath of the marauders . In fact, at that time it was the 
moral duty of the State Administration to ask the citizens of 
Mirpur to vacate the city and march towards Jammu under their 
protection but contrary to it, the Wazir Wazarat and his Police 
Officers galloped their horses and left the city in the wee hours on 
November 25, even leaving behind their own wounded soldiers 
who were crying in pain of their wounds in the Police Line 
Hospital. This coward departure of the State Administration from 
Mirpur city, gave a jubilant signal to the enemy. At that time, the 



whole population of the city of Mirpur felt themselves as hanging 
breathlessly in between the tight jaws of the enemy which was 
very eager to swallow the flesh and even the bones of the people of 
Mirpur who had refused out rightly to give shelter to the Pakistani 
soldiers in the city of Mirpur.

 Immediately after the departure of the State 
Administration from the city a fully armed Battalion of the 
Pakistan army assisted by Pathan raiders entered the city from all 
the sides at the stroke of 8.30 A.M. and by creating terrible sounds 
from the war instruments, pushed the city population into one 
corner of the city. The terrified men, women and children in utter 
chaos and confusion in the midst of heavy firing from all the sides 
and in choking atmosphere due to smoke coming out of the 
burning houses of the city, scattered and marched in caravan in 
different directions without knowing where they were going. 
They were intercepted by the enemy at various places and like 
hungry wolves they unleashed terror and brutal savagery which 
made the whole area an open grave yard of dead bodies and many 
uncounted seriously wounded uncared persons were battling for 
life in the whirl pool of their own blood. By the time of sunset, the 
whole area from Mirpur city to a hill-foot was fully covered with 
dead bodies and critically injured persons. Ultimately, in the 
depleting evening, the Nature by force had to display a signal 
through the darkness that the grave yard was full and no more 
entry of any dead body was possible. That brought the temporary 
stay in the day atrocity.

 This was not the end of the misery of the people of Mirpur. 
At night of the same day an ill-fated group of about 2,000 captured 
persons was brought at a place known as “Kas Guma” a colony of 
retired Muslim soldiers. The enemy encircled the captives and 
asked them to surrender all the cash and jewellery which they had 
with them. Thereafter, the male persons were asked to remove 
their clothes and lie down in a row. They were tortured brutally 
and killed in batches during the whole night. The women and girls 



were taken to unknown places by the Pathans as per their “Zen 
and Zar “Agreement with the Pakistan Government. Next day, 
the enemy drove another group of about 2000 persons and 
brought them at a village known as “Thathal”. They also met the 
same brutal treatment as at “Kas Guma” during the day. Finally 
there was a massacre at Alibeg where, about 5,000 captives were 
huddled up in an old deserted and unhygienic ruined Gurdwara 
building. In the beginning about 50 to 100 young men were daily 
taken on pick and choose basis to kill them in the open fields. 
Besides, on average basis about 15 to 20 aged captives died every 
day due to severe cold weather condition, starvation, illness and 
mental shock.

 On December 1, a young Muslim Attorney named 
Mohammad Ibrahim being very soft in tongue and well known to 
many Hindu Officers of Mirpur, visited the Ali beg prison and 
showed his lip sympathy to the intelligentsia who were brought 
there as captives and also shed his crocodile tears on their pitiable 
condition and assured them that he would do his best to talk with 
the concerned authorities of the Government of Pakistan to get 
them employed in the factories on daily wage basis till they were 
at Ali beg camp as captives. He distributed Muslim caps and 
mufflers to some of them as a token of friendship, but those 
gestures were in fact subtle signals and indications to the 
Pakistani soldiers to kill those persons first. The next morning, the 
enemy soldiers drove a group of educated people of the prison on 
the pretext that they would be taken back in the evening with 
earning after utilizing their services in the factories during the 
day. Those wearing caps and mufflers proudly occupied the front 
line to get priority in getting job in the factories but they never 
came back as they all were slaughtered on the bank of Jhelum 
canal.

 In the mid January, 1948 a team of ICRC (International 
Committee of Red Cross) arrived there and took charge of the 
camp and supplied the needed food and medicines to the 



captives. On March 18, they managed to get the captives liberated 
in exchange of the same number of Muslims who were in India 
and willing to go to Pakistan. The liberated captives, at that time, 
were not more than about 1600 as the rest were either killed/died 
or kidnaped. The liberated persons were mostly aged and even 
unable to walk. They reached Amritsar where they were given a 
tearful and touching reception by their relatives and the general 
public.
 In the memory of Mirpur Martyrs of 1947, a Shaheedi 
Samark has been constructed by the Government of Jammu and 
Kashmir at a conspicuous place in front of the main entry gate of 
the Government Medical College at Mahespura Chowk Bakshi 
Nagar Jammu. The Jammu Development Authority dedicated the 
said Samark to Mirpur Community which was unveiled by Miss 
Sushma Choudhary I.A.S. the then Financial Commissioner on 
25th November, 1998.The said Samark is also the starting point of 
“Mirpur Road” which was named so, on the same day viz 25th 
November, 1998 to pay tributes to the martyrs of Mirpur, under 
the patronage of late S. Harsajan Singh who at that time, was the 
Chairman of the Legislative Council of the Jammu and Kashmir 
State.

 On 25th November every year, thousands of Mirpuris 
residing in Jammu city and its peripheral colonies, march in 
Prabhat Pheries coming from different Sectors of Jammu city and 
all assemble at the said MIRPUR SHAHEEDI SMARAK to pay 
jointly, the rich tributes to the Martyrs of Mirpur who sacrificed 
their lives for the sake of their mother land as a result of which the 
Jammu and Kashmir State remained an integral part of India.
(The author is retired Deputy Secretary J&K Govt)

Ref: Original documents/records available in the Nana Ji 
Deshmukh Library, Jammu 





PRAJA PARISHAD STRUGGLE AGAINST 
SEPARATIST AND COMMUNAL POLITICS:

   The Praja Parishad movement played a key role in opposing 
the separatist and communal tendencies of Sheikh Abdullah and 
Nehru's endorsement, even tacit encouragement, in the years 
following Jammu & Kashmir's accession to India. It campaigned 
vigorously for the state's complete and total integration with the rest 
of the union in the face of stiff resistance from Sheikh Abdullah and 
his henchmen. Numerous workers and leaders of Parishad suffered 
at the hands of the Sheikh's administration and many of them laid 
down their lives to uphold the unity of the country.

  For a better appreciation of the PP role in the State's politics, 
and its impact on New Delhi's otherwise myopic policies on Jammu 
& Kashmir, it is important to have a brief look at the period 
immediately after Maharaja Hari Singh signed the Instrument of 
Accession. Sheikh Abdullah, who had found an ally in Jawaharlal 
Nehru, was becoming increasingly' audacious by the day. Not 
content with Nehru's hands-off policy on Jammu & Kashmir, which 
forced Sardar Patel (much against his wishes) to play a non-
participatory role as far as this state was concerned Sheikh Abdullah 
began to dream of an independent state of which he would be the 
sole arbiter.

 Sheikh Abdullah embarked on this mission in April 1949 
through an interview to Michael Davidson of The Observer in 
which he spoke on the impropriety of the Maharaja's Accession; 
declared that he wanted to live in peace with both India and 
Pakistan: and promoted the concept of an independent, Kashmir 
which would be underwritten not only, by India and Pakistan, but 
also the UK, the USA and the UN.

 A furious Sardar Patel made his disapproval known in no 
uncertain terms. Nehru, ever willing to indulge Sheikh Abdullah, 
was forced to take note of the serious implications of the statement. 
What transpired between the two is not known, but Sheikh 



Abdullah finally disowned the statement on May18, 1949 and ruled 
out independence as an option. This was obviously a tactical retreat 
because he began talking of secession soon after returning from a 
trip abroad in late 1949.

 All  this apart, even before Hari Singh has signed the 
instrument of Accession which paved the way for Sheikh 
Abdullah's rise to political power, the National Conference had 
made clear its anti-Hindu more specifically anti-Dogra, bias, 
especially towards the residents of Jammu. His concerns were 
limited to the Muslims of the valley. And his contempt was 
reserved for the Hindus.

Pt. Dogra at Satyagrah

  The simmering resentment against Sheikh Abdullah's 
advocacy of self determination, his pronounced Communal bias, 
the quit Kashmir movement of 1946 and finally Pakistan's move, 
to smash and grab Kashmir led to the birth of the Praja Parishad 
in November 1947. The Parishad first President, Hari Wazir 
joined Army as Commissioned officer of the Indian army and he 
died in Kashmir. Pandit Prem Nath Dogra took charge of the 
organisation soon after and the PP emerged as the only 
representative party of Jammu people dedicated to “achieve full 
integration of Jammu & Kashmir State with India like other 



acceding States and safeguard the legitimate democratic rights of 
the people of Jammu from the Communist-dominated 
Communal Government by Sheikh Abdullah.”

ACCESSION AND AFTER

 Immediately after he signed the Instrument of Accession 
Maharaja Hari Singh, on the advice of the Government of India, 
set up an Emergency Administration headed by Sheikh 
Abdullah. This was replaced by an interim Government, 
constituted by proclamation of Maharaja in March 1948, and also 
headed by Sheikh Abdullah. The unique feature of the interim 
Government was that it ruled by decree, and  reduce the 
Maharaja to nothing more than a rubber stamp, and in short time 
adopted policies which were clearly aimed at Islamisation of the 
state polity and its isolation from the mainstream of India's 
democratic political culture. 
 
 The United Nations intervention in the dispute with, 
Pakistan, invoked by Nehru misplaced trust in lord Mount batten 
and against the advice of Sardar patel and other colleagues, and 
the subsequent security Council Resolution envisaging a 
plebiscite  under international supervision, almost  challenge the 
State's accession to India. The National Conference lost no time in 
taking advantage of the Kashmir dispute between India and 
Pakistan to provide a mechanism to ensure protection for the 
Muslim majority of the state from being dominated by the Hindu 
majority of India. 
 
        The National Conference adopted four main strategies to 
achieve this goal:

a) It tried to present Article 370 as exclusion of J&K from the 
Indian Constitution by forcing a separate constitution 
relationship with the union of India through this Article. 



b) The Conference leaders abandoned their commitment to 
secularism and instead shifted their emphasis on consolidating 
the Muslim identity of the State- in a sense, it was going back to 
the days of Sheikh Abdullah's identity as the leader of the Muslim 
Conference;

c) It insisted on the right of the constituent Assembly of, J&K 
which was instituted in 1951, to determine the future disposition 
of the state in regard to accession and also started discussing 
listed independence as the third option along with the other 
options of acceding to India or Pakistan. It began to work 
surreptitiously to consolidate Muslim opinion in the state  
against India and to prepare the ground for the Jammu & 
Kashmir secession

SHEIKH'S  ANTECEDENTS  IGNORED:

 Contrary to popular belief foisted upon the people by the 
Congress and the National Conference, not to mention other 
political parties, “Sheikh Abdullah had cherished the dream of an 
independent Kashmir from the very early stages of his political 
career which began as a rabble-rouser. He saw himself essentially 
as the leader of Kashmiri Muslims and it promote this view that 
he founded the Muslim Conference in 1932. He changed the 
nomenclature of his organisation to National Conference in 1938 
not because he wanted to abandon his original stand but because 
it suited his design and strategy.

 Along with exploiting the religious appeal of his 
movement, he also exploited “Kashmiriyat” to the hilt and 
launched agitation after agitation against the Maharaja's regime 
and thus built up an essentially anti-Dogra Muslim movement in 
the valley. Sheikh Abdullah's political game suited British 
strategic interests in the region and is not entirely coincidental 
that the British should have made no effort to hide their 
sympathies for him and his agitation.



 The quit Kashmir movement which Sheikh Abdullah launched 
in 1946 should not seen merely, as an “uprising against a despotic 
ruler”. It had a specific political connotation that is not in consonance 
with the popular perception. The agitation was aimed against the 
Hindu ruler of the state who was painted as an alien and aimed at 
establishing an independent Kashmir. Nehru legitimised this 
separatist streak of Sheikh Abdullah excluding J&K from the purview 
of the states Ministry and handing it over to Ayanagar under his direct 
supervision a decision whose implications are too obvious to be stated.

FALLOUT  OF  NEHRU'S  FLAWED  POLICY

 Having armed himself with unbridled power, Sheikh Abdullah 
began to ride rough-shod, doing all he could to implement his political 
designs with the help of his friend in Delhi, Nehru. He was extremely 
ruthless in suppressing the voice dissent raised by the Praja Parishad, 
using all the might of the official machinery to let loose a reign of terror. 
Nehru was fully aware of what was happening in J&K, but he chooses 
to support Sheikh Abdullah's policies rather than chastise him. So 
much so, he blamed the PP for provoking his friend and, when 
cornered on the floor of parliament, would not hesitate to throw a 
tantrum and thus escape criticism.

 The following is a chronological history of events culminated in 
the Bhartiya Jana Sangh president, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee's 
martyrdom on June 23, 1953 while being held a prisoner by Sheikh 
Abdullah.

 Early 1949; The Praja Parishad was targeted by Sheikh 
Abdullah's govt. for persecution, leading to clashes. Pandit Prem Nath 
Dogra who had by then emerged as a popular leader with a large 
following in Jammu region, was arrested. By the summer of that year, 
the Sheikh's prisons had as many as 294 Parishad workers rotting 
behind bars without trial. This action of his distressed many Indian 
leaders, including senior parliamentarians, although Nehru cheered 
from the sidelines. Some members of Constituent Assembly intervened 
on their own and succeeded in bringing about a temporary truce. The 
arrested Parishad workers and leaders were released. A defiant Sheikh 
Abdullah, to cock a snook at the Non-Muslim residents of Jammu & 
Kashmir began making public statements to be little Maharja Hari 
Singh and the monarchy; hoisted the National Conference  flag at 
official functions and atop public buildings, and adopt resolutions 
espousing autonomy and started advocating independence.



Activists gathering at Jammu for Public meeting from
 Nook and corners

Lathi Charge on Praja Parishad activists

Jan.15,1952: Sheikh Abdullah 
came to Jammu where he spoke 
at an official function at Gandhi 
Memorial College. By then he 
had institutionalised the practice 
o f  h o i s t i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Conference flag. The flag was 
hoisted and the students were 
asked to salute the flag. When 

they objected the students were severally penalised. 
 To oppose, the students decided to go for hunger strike to 
force the govt. to revoke its inhuman and undemocratic order. 
Those brave man who went on hunger strike for 38 days in 1952; 
for the diginity and honour of National Flag –Tri colour were 
Sh.Vishav Pal, Sh. Tilkraj Sharma. Capt. Ram Saroop, Sh. Ved 
Chauhan, Sh. Om Parkash Gupta,Sh. Hari Saran Sharma, Sh. 
Dwarika Nath Gupta Sh. Hardev Sharma, Sh. Ram Saroop Gupta, 
Sh. Ghian Chand Sanothra, Sh. Kewal Krishan Sharma, Sh. Ram 
Mohan Katyal, Sh. Ved Mitter Gandothra, Sh. Hansraj Sharma, 
Sh. Kuldeep Raj Verma, Sh. Ram Nath Sharma & Sh.Inderjeet & 
Prof. Chaman Lal Gupta etc.



 Feb.8,1952:  A huge procession was taken out in Jammu by 
the residents to express solidarity with the students. The people 
spontaneously participated in the protest, sending shock- waves 
to Sheikh Abdullah's administration which retaliated in the only 
manner it knew: The army was called in and a 72-hour curfew 
imposed. The official action showed that it had Delhi's that is 
Nehru's sanction. The students were released but Praja Parishad 
leaders, including Pandit Dogra, were arrested. With the protest 
showing no signs of dying, Nehru rushed his confidant, 
Gopalaswami Ayyanagar, in April 1952 to broker a peace. The 
Parishad leaders were released, but Sheikh Abdullah was 
incensed: He felt Nehru had let him down and retaliated by 
taking decisions that further distanced J&K from the rest of the 
country.

Crowd Showing their Strength

 Views on Students Agitation

    An open Enquiry into the present incidents and its back 
ground will enable the true facts of the situation to come to light 
and will be helpful in removing much of the misunderstanding 
about the Parishad which has been caused by its systemic 
misrepresentation for some time past. The Praja Parishad 
therefore hopes that the people of India including the Jammu & 



Kashmir State will appreciate the Parishad's demand for an 
independent commission to Enquire into the Jammu incident.

Statement issued by Pt Prem Nath ji Dogra, President Praja 
Parishad, Jammu on 8-2-52

 Praja Parishad circles are shocked to read the Government 
Press note dated 8-2-52 in the last para of which the Government 
has charged that the demonstrations by the students of the 
college and schools, both boys and girls are and inspired by the 
Praja Parishad organisation which wants openly to subvert 
authority and bring into existence chaotic condition in the State.

 This is a mere travesty of facts and is intended to bring into 
disrepute the only opposition party in the State The true facts are 
that the Parishad has all along extended fullest co-operation to 
the Government and has never done anything subversive to the 
authority. The Praja Parishad is out and out for bringing in 
harmonious and peaceful conditions in the State and welding 
together all dissident elements, Its pro-India stand is the only 
cause of the cold war that is being waged against it by the part; in 
powers Inspite of go many provocative speeches and statements 
issued by the Government the Parishad never deviated from its 
peaceful path.

 I want to make it known to the public and Government 
that my organisation has no hand in the students movement and 
it kept aloof all the time, The Parishad with all the emphasis at its 
command demands that an independent Commission may be 
appointed to enquire into the false and unfounded accusations 
levelled against It. To prove the bonafides of the Government 
against the Jammu people, the recent utterances of the Hon'ble 
Deputy Prime Minister before the respectable citizens of Jammu 
on the 7th Feb, 1952 should serve as a pointer, Therein he openly 
threatened the Jammu people that he would destroy the country 
lock stock and barrel and make it over to Pakistan,



Dated Jammu the                                           Sd. Prem Nath Dogra
8th Feb, 1952                                                                         President
                                              All Jammu & Kashmir Praja Parishad

 Resolution passed by Working Committee of Praja Parishad, 
on 25-2-52 at Pathankot

 The Jammu and Kashmir Praja Parishad during the past 
four years of its existence as the only party in opposition in the 
State has successfully worked for creating political awakening in 
the people particularly those living in Jammu Province who are 
comparatively backward because no political party had worked 
among them before the Praja Parishad. It stands for a progressive 
economic programme, abroad and non-sectarian social out 
1001K and close integration of the whole of the State with India 
like all other acceding States, It wants full application of the 
Constitution of India to the State and is opposed to the semi-
independent state for which the party in power has been 
working,

    The patriotic and pro-India stand of the Parishad made it 
suspect in the eyes of the party in power. It has been trying to 
suppress Praja Parishad in different ways. The leaders of the 
Parishad were arrested, detained without trial early in 1949 and 
were not released until the Praja Parishad launched a mass 
Satyagraha movement, The Praja Parishad was forced to boycott 
the elections to the Constituent Assembly by rejecting 44 out of 
nomination papers filed by Praja Parishad nominees on most 
flimsy grounds, To keep the voice of Praja Parishad out of the 
Indian Parliament it plans to nominate the State representatives 
to the Indian Parliament instead of holding election for the 
purpose, The Praja Parishad has been corresponding with the 
government of India on the question of election of State 
representative to the parliament It wag as it should, educating the 
public opinion in the state as well in favour of election of the State 
representatives for the Parliament instead of nomination, All this 



wag being done by the Parishad in the most peaceful and 
constitutional manner.

 The Praja Parishad had nothing to do what so ever  with 
the present happenings in Jammu, which began on the 15th of 
January when the student of the local Govt. College protested 
against the hoisting of the party flag of the National Conference 
along with the National Tri-colour its leaders and workers 
scrupulously kept themselves aloof. As citizens some of the 
leaders of the Praja Parishad did lend their helping hand the 
authorities to end the student's agitation They even succeeded in 
evolving an agreed compromise formula, which was approved 
by the Deputy Commissioner of Jammu and other authorities on 
the 6th Februarys but Bakhashi Gulam Mohammed the Deputy 
Prime Minister who returned to Jammu the same day torpedoed 
the efforts Of citizens and rejected the Compromise formula 
evolved by them. That created a constiration among the students 
and relatives of the hunger-striking student and resulted- in the 
demonstration of 8th February which crudely led  by the 
authorities.

 The way the Jammu & Kashmir has exploited the situation 
to suppress Praja Parishad is no secret now, It let loose a reign of 
terror on the people of Jammu, Scores of men and women 
workers and sympathisers of  Praja Parishad including our 
President Pt. Prem Nath Dogra have been arrested and detained 
without trial. Warrants of arrests. or externment orders have been 
issued against hundreds of others. All this, the Praja Parishad is 
convinced, has been done with a set plan to crush the Parishad, 
The ban imposed on the 'Milap and Partap' Urdu Dailys of Delhi 
most widely circulated in the State and which voiced the feeling 
of the people of Jammu is am additional proof of it.

    Praja Parishad Working Committee strongly condemns 
these most undemocratic and Fascist method of the Kashmir 
Government. It challenges the Government to place any evidence 



it has against the Parishad before any court of law3 It demands of 
the government to institute an Independent Enquiry Committee 
to look into the happenings of Jammu, release Praja Parishad 
leaders, cancel warrants against others and remove ban on the 
entry of Milap and Partap in the State.

    The Committee also prays to the Government of India to 
take a realistic view of the situation of Jammu Parishad is a friend 
of India, a better friend we claim than the National Conference It 
espouses the cause which is dear to every Indian today, The 
Government must protect and respect the legitimate rights and 
aspirations of the people of the Jammu and not ride roughshod 
over them to please the party in power. The Committee further 
takes the opportunity to thank the public and press of India who 
have sympathised with the just and patriotic cause of the 
Parishad and hopes that the Indian Public will continue to extend 
its helping hand to the Parishad in the achievement of its patriotic 
objective of making the Jammu & Kashmir State one with India 
exactly like the other acceding States.

Tribune Dated 11- 2 -1952 Need for enquiry

 A 72 hour curfew was imposed on Jammu following the 
unruly demonstration by what has been described violent crowd 
of 2000 demonstrators who tried to force  demonstration which 
their way into the secretariat wag staged on Friday on a small 
scale inside local College as a protest, against the imposition of 
fine on two students is reported to have culminated in a 
procession towards the secretariat in defiance of the -District 
Magistrate order banning meetings and processions, In the way, 
go the report says, the demonstrators among whom were also 
women, attacked police officers and men on duty, and on 
reaching the secretariat they indulged in open lawlessness The 
police made two lathi charges and fired two rounds to disperse 
the mob and bring the situation under control 13k, Ghulam 
Mohammad Deputy premier of Jammu and Kashmir has stated 



that it was an organised attempt on the part of Praja Parishad to 
subvert authority and create confusion in the State, The 
Government according to him is holding enquiries into Friday 's 
incidents and will make the findings public at the proper time, 
The press communiqué issued by the State information Bureau 
and the statement of the Jammu District Magistrate show that the 
trouble was brewing over since Jan 15 when 10 to 15 students in 
the Government college in Jammu demonstrated against the 
National Conference flag alongside the Indian Union flag. Some 
of the student demonstrators were punished with fines. The 
District Magistrate alleges that a large crowd of students mobbed 
the Cinema halls in an attempt, to force admission at concession 
rates an that, m consequence he had to impose a ban on meetings 
and procession. If all the acts released by the Government are 
correct the Praja Parishad stands condemned. No Government 
will and can spare an organisation which resorts to or instigates 
violence to attain its Objectives A spokesman of Praja Parishad 
the leaders of which are now under arrest has however denied 
that the Praja Parishad had anything to do with the 
demonstrations. Parishad had organised demonstrations is a 
travesty of facts and intended to bring into disrepute the only 
opposition in the State. Mere assertion on one side and denials on 
the other do not lead to any positive conclusion, especially when 
the question of law and order is concerned. In the circumstances 
the only way to reach the truth it to hold an Independent 
Impartial and sifting Enquiry into the whole affair. According to 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohd. The Jammu & Kashmir Government was 
in possession of the pre-arranged plans of certain political parties 
ill the State to subvert authority and bring aboutstate of 
confusion. That is all the more reason why an enquiry should be 
ordered, Once such an enquiry establishes the fact that the Praja 
Parishad had deliberately incited the forces of lawlessness and 
that it wanted to subvert authority by resort to violence it will be 
discredited for all times to collie and will lose whatever support it 
has.



National Herald Dated 12-2-1952

 The Parishad has denied having had anything to do with 
the demonstration and demanded impartial enquiry into the 
false and unfounded allegations levelled against it. Subject to the 
demands of security a through enquiry is called for and that there 
was a prearranged plan to confusion in the State and if the 
statement of the Principal of the Government Gandhi Memorial 
College about  Parishad workers having taken active interest in 
the students agitation is based on the Government will be 
strengthening its own position by ordering such an enquiry.

Hindustan Standard Dated 10-2-52

 If the Parishad has been at the back of the deplorable 
happenings in Jammu city, with intent to subvert authority and 
create chaos in the State, it deserves the strongest condemnation. 
In the interest of security Lo Kashmir, in which the whole of India 
is vitally concerned the serious charge made against the Parishad 
should be fully investigated and, if it be found true, suitable 
action should be taken. The question of proof however remains, 
We hope the Government of Jammu and Kashmir as well as that 
of India will publish the evidence in possession to establish the 
charge as true. That publicity will itself be corrective. Things 
hatched and hursed in the darkness of secrecy usually fade 
within the sunlight of publicity, And the earlier it is done, the 
better.

Searchlight Patna Dated 13 -2-1952

 The disturbances in Jammu City on Friday last which 
necessitated lathi charge by the Police and calling in of 72 hours 
curfew was unfortunate in the According to a, Press Note issued 
by the Government Jammu and Kashmir the demonstrations 
were organised by the Praja Parishad, but a leader of the later 
organisation has categorically denied the charge, Whosoever 



inspired and organised the violent demonstration did the state no 
good, One wonders if communists had not hand in misleading 
the students. An enquiry into the incident should unravel the 
mystery.

Amrit  BazarPatrika 13-2-52

 The disturbances according to the press note recentally 
issued by the Kashmir Government were organised and inspired 
by the Praja Parishad which wants to subvert authority and bring 
into existence chaotic condition in the State," Several leaders of 
Praja Parishad including its President have since been arrested 
and Bakshi Gulam Mohammad Deputy Premier of Kashmir has 
expressed his firm determination to maintain law and order in 
the Staten But why do the Praja Parishad and its Political 
association create condition in the State! What are their 
grievances? What, are their Political aims and plans? If they have 
been indulging in subversive activities to gain their political ends 
precautionary measures have the Government Jammu and 
Kashmir taken keep them in cheek ill future. No light has been 
thrown in these matters till now either by the authority of the 
Kashmir Government or by any spokesman of the Parishad: It is 
therefore only logical to expect that au adequate explanation will 
soon be forthcoming from the State Government.

Shri Shibban lal Saxena's speech in the Parliament 3-3-1952

 It has been tried to be made out that if was a, movement 
without support, But the admission that a thousand Hindu ladies 
took part in the protest procession in which thousands of other 
people also took part. That, fact Indian Military had to be called in 
to control the situation, shows that the movement had a large 
public appeal behind it. There is therefore clear case for a public 
inquiry discover the truth. I hope Sheikh Abdulla will appoint 
committee which will inspire confidence and will see that such 
things do not happen again. I had hoped that he would set 



standards which other people would follow. I am disappointed, 
If such things had happened in our Indian provinces, the whole 
country would be shaken. I expect that in Jammu he will try to 
deal with the situation with tact and intelligence and see that the 
present tangle is soon resolved.

Statement made in the parliament by Shri H. V. Kamath on 
Jammu affair during the general debate on Budget for 1952-53 
on 3-3-52. He said

 My Hon. friend Prof. Shibben Lal Sakesna has referred to 
Jammu & Kashmir and I would not repeat the points that he has 
made out. But I would certainly say that I hope that our troops 
and armies in Jammu and Kashmir will not in any way lend 
themselves to be use or exploited for the suppression or for 
dealing with the internal disturbances—in Jammu-Kashmir. And 
I would like to say, before I close, that it is rather a paradox that 
the Praja Parishad of Kashmir which stands for complete 
integration of Kashmir with India and even the abolition or 
deletion of Article 37o from the Constitution should be looked 
down upon as a hostile body.    

April 10,1952:   In a no-holds barred speech at Ranbir singh pura, 
Sheikh Abdullah mocked the Union and expressed misgivings 
about the utility of J&K continued association with India, 
accusing “powerful sections” of poling trying to establish a 
“Hindu raj”. The speech was clearly aimed at rousing communal, 
passions among his constituents both in the valley and in Jammu. 
Derisively characterising the demand for the full applicability of 
the Indian Constitution to J&K as “unrealistic, childish and 
savoring on lunacy”, he thundered”: Many Kashmiris are 
apprehensive as to what will happen to them and their position if, 
for instance, something happens to Pandit Nehru.” The cat was 
out of the bag-- Sheikh Abdullah's politics were dependent on 
Nehru's support.



Statement issued by Pt. Prem Nath Dogra President All Jammu 
& Kashmir Praja Parishad  On 12th April 1952 after his release 
from the jail.

 The Jammu College boys' hunger strike has come and 
gone, but the trail it has left behind has been rather acmmonious, 
The Government issued a Press Communique on 8th Feb. last, 
justifying the extraordinary measures to suppress the students' 
agitation wherein the Praja Parishad was implicated and accused 
of "subverting authority" a not uncommon shibboleth copied 
from the British Masters in India, and "inspiring the student to 
violence", an unwarranted an unsubstantiated charge. I at once 
contradicted the Govt's allegations and demanded an open, 
impartial and independent commission of enquiry to punish the 
guilty, but in Stead I was arrested with my colleagues that very 
night under the dark cover of 79 hrs. curfew clamping the city. 
After full two months detention in the icy cold cells of Srinagar 
jail, I have now been released, but still I find that not all the 
aimrestea commrodes have been set at' liberty.

   The present arrests have, however, confirmed the 
impression that the Govt. claiming to be the representative of 
democracy arrests people, detains them in jails, for undefinedly 
period without, trials and resorts the: undesirable restrictions on 
the liberty of the people. This is no democracy, Everyone in the 
State holding a political opinion different from that of the party in 
power but in no way anti national is unsafe in the present regime, 
o state of affairs which does not add the fair name of the 
Government.

      My arrest was made at time when I was in correspondence 
with the President of the Indian Union in the matter of choosing 
members for the Indian Parliament from the State of Jam nu and 
Kashmir by election like other part B States of Hyderabad, 
Mysore, etc., and not by nomination as has now been done. 
Persons of unrepresentative character have been elected in 



defiance of the people's genuine demand. The general feeling 
among the public has been that these unjustified arrests were 
simply reported to gag the popular voice and suppress 
opposition constitutionally started by the Praja Parishad. It is no 
tall talk that Praja Parishad for unequivocal and complete 
accession to India with full application of the Indian Constitution 
and the of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of India to the 
State. Everyone in the state has been simply disappointed and 
shocked at the speeches of Sheikh Abdullah and his Revenue 
Minister: Mr. Beg declaring that the State is independent in all 
respects and that the Constituent Assembly their party is 
sovereign for all purposes even to the extent of making the State a 
"Republic within a Republic”.  The position taken by these two 
leaders of the National Conference is not only unpatriotic but a 
challenge to the very Government of India of uncertainty from 
the economic starvation on the other hand and to the Union of 
India to which we claim from the house setups to have acceded. It 
bespeaks ingratitude which no citizen of Kashmir would 
endorse.  I and my party want to reiterate in clear terms that our 
State has acceded to India for all matters and if any attempt is 
made to restrict or limit the full accession by continuing the 
unwanted Art. 370 in the Indian Constitution, we shall not 
hesitate to offer any sacrifice to resist It.

        In the interest of India and the State, I would respectfully 
urge the President of the Indian Union.

(I) To appoint an independent commission to enquire into the 
recent College Boys' hunger strike and the Government's charge 
of Praja Parishad's hand therein, as also the unwarranted and 
vindictive measure taken by the Govt.

(ii) To have the unwanted Art 370 delete from the Constitution of 
India so as to extend the full benefits of the said Constitution to 
the people of the State of Jammu and Kashmir together with the 
jurisdiction of the supreme court.



(iii) To cancel the nomination of 10 members from the State to the 
Indian Parliament and order their election like other part B States.

(iv) To undo the disintegration or the Jammu Province into 
unwanted administrative units of Doda and Poonch Rajauri, to 
restrain the Govt. from the intended move of breaking of Ladakh 
Province.

(v) To issue a directive to the Govt. of the state that all talk of a  
“Republic within a Republic” is unconstitutional and that no 
member of Government party, or individual should indulge in 
such irresponsible declarations which are calculated to 
strengthen the enemy's hands when the fate of the state is 
hanging in the balance and

(vi) To order appropriate measures being taken by the Govt. of 
India to grant an equal status to the people of tho state with the 
people of India, and remove unwanted and restricted barriers of 
customs.

      In the end, I want to thank my country men who despite of 
grave and extreme character have given proofs of their tolerance 
and patience, by silently boring the vagaries of the Govt. in 
power. I assure them that the Praja Parishad will not rest content 
until it attains the cherish goal for which it considers no cost the 
high and no sacrifice too great and expect every true citizen of the 
state to offer and lend it his or her support unstinted and sincere.

Before closing I would like to sound a note of friendly warning to 
the Govt. that they should behave as true servants of the people 
and not get puffed up with power to suppress their legitimate 
aspirations by resorting to tactics once employed by foreign 
Govt. of India.

12April1952                  Prem Nath Dogra
Jammu              President     



 April 15,1952:  Faced  with a barrage of criticism” Nehru,- 
was forced to mildly deplore the “tone” of Sheikh Abdullah's 
speech. But ever willing to bail his friend out of a sticky situation 
of his own making, he blamed the Praja Parishad! Emboldened 
by Nehru's action. Sheikh Abdullah proceeded with setting up 
the apparatus of his despotic rule.

 June 10,1952: Sheikh Abdullah without consulting New 
Delhi and as a chairman of the basic principles, committee of the 
J&K constituent Assembly, presented an interim report 
recommending the abolition of monarchy and election of a head 
of state to be called “Sadar-e-Riyasat”. Two days later, the 
recommendation was unanimously accepted” and the Drafting 
committee was asked to submit a proposal within a month. Days- 
before taking this decision, the Constituent Assembly had 
unilaterally adopted a new state flag, replacing the old standard.

 June 19,1952: Alarmed by these decisions which were fast 
alienating the state from India and leading to the creation of 
Sheikh Abdullah's fiefdom, the  Praja Parishad presented the 
President with a memorandum, demanding the application of 
the Indian Constitution to J&K, jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court; extension of Fundamental Rights to the people of the state, 
and the right to fly the National Tricolour.

    June 26,1952:  A huge demonstration was organised by 
the Praja Parishad outside Parliament  to press its demands. 
Inside the house, Nehru was pilloried by members for his myopic 
policies and favouring Sheikh Abdullah. N C Chaterjee ridiculed 
the idea of a “republic within a republic” while Dr. Mookerjee 
categorically asserted that notwithstanding Nehru's claims to the 
contrary, Sheikh Abdullah was neither impartial nor secular. A 
concerned Nehru found the going, tough but as usual, sought to 
lay the blame elsewhere. He blamed the Maharaja and the UN for 
the trouble in J&K and insisted that the state's accession was 
complete “although it is limited to three subjects.”



Demonstrator sitting in front of Parliament at New Delhi

        Once again, Nehru had left an escape clause for his friend 

who, all this while, was busy scheming on how to assert his 

independence: First he tried to convince Nehru into allowing him 

to raise him own militia which would be armed by India but report 

by him then he refused to hand over communication to the centre; 

and later he began, using his Trade agent in Delhi and Bombay as 

“diplomatic missions”. Even as the Praja Parishad was trying to 

prevent Sheikh Abdullah from fulfilling his dreams, Nehru was 

striking a deal which would have far-reaching consequences and 

for which the nation continues to pay a heavy price.

 July 12,1952:   A delegation of National conference leaders, 

headed by the Revenue Minister Mirza Afzal Beg, was invited to 

Delhi by Nehru for talks which lasted till July 20. From July 16 to 23, 

in camera discussions were held between Nehru and Sheikh 

Abdullah where a concrete shape was given to the latter's plans of 

creating a “republic within a republic”. The plan, known as the 

Delhi Agreement of 1952 was disclosed by Nehru in Parliament 

where he gave a short summary on July 24. Full details were 



provided by Sheikh Abdullah to the J&K Constituent Assembly on 

August11. The highlights of this deal were: 

a.  Residuary powers would be vested in the state 

Government

b.   Kashmiris would get Indian Citizenship but Indians living 

in other states would not be entitled to citizenship rights in J&K. 

The State legislature was empowered to regulate rights and 

privileges of permanent residence as the “Government of India 

appreciated the need for such a safeguard”.

c.  With Sheikh Abdullah not particularly bothered about the 

fundamental rights of citizens, he secured the legislature's 

discretion on the extent of their applicability.

d.  There would be limited jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 

As for civil and criminal matters, its jurisdiction was left open to 

further discussion.

e.  Sheikh Abdullah secured the right to fly the State flag along 

the national Tricolour.

f.  The head of the state would be recommended by the 

Legislature and recognised by the President.

g.  Sheikh Abdullah refused financial integration and this was 

granted.

h. Article-352 would have limited applicability: Emergency 

could be declared in J&K on grounds of internal disturbances only 

with the concurrence and approval of the State Government.
 A triumphant Sheikh Abdullah flaunted the deal as a slap in 

the face of the Praja Parishad and the non-Muslim residents of the 



state. He began demolishing whatever remained of the system that 

was not to his liking:

   Aug 11, 1952: Sheikh Abdullah warned: “ I would like to 

make it clear that any suggestions of altering arbitrarily this basis of 

our relationship with, India would not only constitute a breach of 

the spirit and letter of the constitution but it might have serious 

consequences….”

 Aug 21,1952:  The Jammu and Kashmir Constituent 

Assembly adopted a resolution abolishing monarchy and 

accepting the concept of an elected head of State. On November 12, 

a Constitutional amendment was incorporated, substituting 

Sadar-e-Riyasat for ruler.

     By the now the Praja Parishad workers were seething with 

anger. They decided to battle it out with Sheikh Abdullah's 

National Conference. 

  Nov 24, 1952:   A public reception in honour of Yuvraj Karan  

singh was boycotted by the people of Jammu. Festoons were pulled 

down, arches destroyed and all signs of official celebration 

removed.

   Nov 26, 1952:  Pandit Dogra was arrested with 14 other 

leaders, triggering the movement against “ek desh me do pradhan,  

do nishan , do vidhan”. The Praja Parishad supplement its demand 

with evidence of Sheikh Abdullah's communal politics as borne 

out by his policies of breaking up Hindu Majority districts for 

electoral purpose, making Urdu a compulsory, subject, filling up of 

important posts with Muslims, sacrificing the economic interests of 

the non-Muslim and rigging elections to deny Hindus a legitimate 

voice.



Pt. Ji Garlanded by Jammu Peoples

By the closing days of the year, the 
agitation was no longer limited to 
Jammu. In state after state, the Bhartiya 
Jana sangh, under the leadership of Dr. 
Mookerjee, rallied people to the cause 
of protecting J&K from the evil designs 

of the Sheikh Abdullah- Nehru duo. The 
support was spontaneous and overwhelming.

(I) HISTORICAL  SATYAGRAH

    In Jammu, the Praja Parishad with Pandit Dogra as its 
helm, launched a historic satyagrah for full and final accession of 
the State to India, abrogation of Article 370, application of the, 
Indian Constitution to the State and the abolition of custom duty 
and the permit system. Pandit Dogra and Shyam Lal  Sharma  
offered the first satyagrah along with 200 volunteers. This 
unleashed a powerful movement all over Jammu region whose 
ringing slogan was, “Ek desh mein do vidhan, do pradhan nahin 
chalengey, nahin chalengey.” More than 10,000 volunteers 
offered peaceful Satyagrah but instead of listening to their 
demand, Nehru turned a blind eye to the repression that was 
unleashed by Sheikh Abdullah against the Parishad.

Satyagrah Activists



50



SECTION 50

 During National Conference rule, especially late fifty, the 

imposition of section 50 (later on changed as sections 144) of 

CrPC was a regular feature in Jammu city and many other places. 

No meeting or a rally could be held without the prior permission 

from the Wazir Wazarat (DC) despite the freedom of speech and 

expression were the major part of the NC bible viz the Naya 

Kashmir.

  During the Satyagrah movement it was difficult to have 

even a small procession at the time of courting arrests. But for 

purpose to defy the section 50, some novel methods were 

evolved. One of these was the use of cinema gatherings. To this 

end some youths had come to be the experts. 

 Adv.Onkar Seth Adv. Vikram Mengi Adv. Vijay Bharti

Shri Onkar Seth, Shri Vikram Mengi, Sh. Vijay Bharti, Sh. 

Durgadass Driver and other teenager were taken as experts in 

arranging and gatherings for Satyagrahis. 



Sh. Narsingh Dass Sharma, Murari Lal, Sat Grover 
(Guised Bridegroom Satyagrah Ram Nath Manhas)

 Sometimes even marriage parties or other such fake 
functions were arranged by these youths for courting of arrests 
by the Satyagrah and making the task of the police difficult.

Ref: Original Documents of Praja Parishad available at Nana ji 
Deshmukh Library, Jammu 

 

SHEIKH ABDULLAH'S  ATROCITIES
 

  The intensity of the Praja Parishad's movement had a deep 

and a stirring impact of every family in the region. People joined 

the agitation spontaneously. Sheikh Abdullah, taken back by the 

agitation, responded by resorting to ruthless suppression of 

dissent. Sixteen people were shot dead by his police while 



hoisting the National tricolour on Government Buildings. 

Hundreds of people were injured and thousands put behind bars. 

Bullets, lathis and a systematic campaign of looting, harassing 

and raping of woman by National Conference workers was the 

order of the day. Individuals were humiliated by both officials 

and party workers in myriad ways. All this failed to dampen the 

spirit of the nationalists. Satyagrahis carrying the Tricolour, and a 

copy of the Indian Constitution in their hands and a photograph 

of Dr. Rajendra Prasad (then President) around their neck 

continued to court arrest.

  Mela Ram was the first victim of police firing at 

chamb. This was followed by the martyrdom of Krishan Lal Bali, 

Baba Ram Ji Dass and Beli Ram at Sunderbani. Behari Lal and 

Bhikam Singh were shot dead at Hiranagar. Their bodies were not 

handed over to their relatives. Instead they were burned after 

being doused with kerosene. Nanak Chand, Basant Ram, Baldev 

Singh, Sain Singh, Waryam Singh and trilok Singh were shot dead 

at Jaurian. Devi Saran, Shivaji and Bhagwan Dass succumbed to 

bullet injuries at Ramban in Doda district. But all was not lost and 

the voice of protest raised by the Praja Parishad against the 

despotism of Sheikh Abdullah and his separatist policies was not 

ignored by nationalists in Delhi represented by the other parties 

also. Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukhrejee lent his immediate support to 

the Praja Parishad's struggle and the Jana Sangh took up the issue 

at the national level, launching one of the most emotive 

nationalist campaigns in post-independent India.                                   





FEW INCIDENTS AT THE TIME OF MOVEMENT

 Praja Parishad Satyagrah spread to the farthest villages 

and has assumed the form of a mass-movement. It is being 

carried on peacefully and non-violently in spite of the gravest 

provocations from the side of the Government. Not a single 

incident of burning any government building has taken place so 

far, inspite of the fact that most of the leaders of the movement 

have been arrested and put in jail. But the repression on the side of 

the Government to suppress this legitimate and peaceful 

movement has crossed all limits. It has let loose brute force of 

police and Militia on the people of Jammu who being subjected to 

most inhuman treatment inside and outside the jails.

The following report gives more idea of the repression now going 

on in Jammu:

Protest Demonstartion



   About two thousands person have offered Satyagrah so 

far but only about 12 hundred of them have been sent behind the 

bars. The treatment meted out to the rest of the Satyagrahis was 

that they were kept in the police lock-up for the whole day and 

then loaded on trucks and lorries during the night to left off at 

distant and desolate places after giving them a thorough beating. 

Some of them were thrown in Ranbir Canal as a result of which 4 

persons caught pneumonia one of whom, belonging to Jammu 

Tehsil, has since died. 

 In the severe cold of December, when the temperature in 

Kashmir falls below the freezing point a batch of about 100 

prominent persons amongst those arrested was transferred to 

Srinagar jail from Jammu central Jail. They could not bear the 

severe cold of Kashmir to which they were not accustomed, and 

so have been undergoing terrible suffering since then.

Women at Satyagrah

  A few days later, another batch of prisoners was loaded for 
Srinagar via Banihal Cart Road. On refusal of permission to cross 
the pass by the Military authorities as it had become snow bound 
the prisoner were kept at Banihal on the foot of Pir Panchal 
although no sub-jails exists there. In the benumbing cold and 



heavy rains the Satyagrahis were not allowed for 48 hours to ease 
themselves or move out to attend the calls of nature. During the 
first 10 days they were given very meagre food for 8 times only, 
instead of 20. To protest against this inhuman treatment the 
prisoners had to go on hunger strike. Seventy four of them were 
kept in sericulture Insect Breeding House. As a result, a number 
of them fell ill out of whom the condition of Shri Masat Ram and 
Shri Charan Dass became critical.

  Some of the Satyagrahis were subjected to barbarous 
torture in the police lines of Jammu after their arrest. The 
examples of this sort of torture can be cited in the case of Shri 
Bhagwat Swaroop, B.A. Thakur, Nanak Singh, Secretary of the 
Rajput Sabha, Shri Shiv Ram- a prominent worker of the Harijan 
Mandal and Shri Vishwapal. They were not only given shoe-
beating but also the hair of the private parts of the body was 
pulled out. Shri Rishen Dass from Rinshal (R.S.Pura Tehsil) was 
so mercilessly beaten in the local thanna that he fell unconscious 
several times. In a number of cases, the Satyagrahis were forcibly 
pulled out from the procession, caned in open and dragged by 
legs to the Police Station.

Fire has been opened on peaceful 
processions eleven times and lathi-
charge has been made at 31 places. 
Those have resulted in the death of a 
number of persons of whom the 
remains of 19 persons have been traced 
so far. The chronological report of 
these lathi-charges and killings is 

given below:-

 On the 26th of November, immediately after the arrest of Pt. 
Prem Nath Dogra, police lathi-charged the people, who has assembled 
to listen Pt. Dogra, so severely and indiscriminately that an inspector of 
Indian Intelligence was also severely injured. 

Satyagrahis Protesting



 The lathi-charge at Udhampur on the 29th of November 
resulted in severe injury to a number of women. The most severe 
lathi-charge was made at Bhaderwah on the 17th of January on a 
peaceful procession led by Chaudhary Khushi Mohammad, the 
Tehsil President.  He and scores of others were severely injured. 
The Satyagrahis were stripped naked and humiliated in many 
ways. At Jaurian a severe lathi-charge was made on a peaceful 
procession on the 28th of January as a result of which one woman 
died.   
  
 Firings- The first shot was fired by the police on a Parishad 
procession at Samba on 27th of November. But it did not result in 
any fatal casualty.
 
The first to die of police bullet was Shri Mela Ram at Chamb on 
the 15th of December. The Government at first denied any 
casualty but when his body was brought to Jammu the 
Government had admit the fact.

 On the 29th of December, 3 persons were shot dead when 

Protestor Demonstartion at Udhampur 1952/1953



police opened a fire on a peaceful procession at Sunderbani, a 
village about 25 miles from Jammu. Their dead bodies were burnt 
at dead night and even their remains were not given to their next 
of kin. Here too the Government first denied any casualty but had 
admitted the fact after three days when the names and the 
addresses of the dead became known to the people. 

Women gathering for Jammu cause

 On the 11th of January worst firing took place at 
Hiranagar, a Tehsil place about forty miles from Jammu on the 
Pathankot- Jammu road in the presence of two Ministers of the 
State. The number of the dead as a result of this firing has not yet 
been ascertained. The dead bodies of two of them M/s. Bihari Lal 
and Bhikam Singh were found half burnt in a nallah near the 
Indian border the next morning. But according to the report of the 
Fact Finding Mission sent by the people's party, 13  are still  
missing and 20 were injured a s a result of this firing, which 
appeared to be more in nature of display of might, rather than to 
deal with any particular situation real or imagined according to 
the report.

 The last firing took place at Jaurian village about 30 miles 
to the west of Jammu on the 30th of January. A procession of three 



thousand villagers from the surroundings villages was first tear 
gassed and then fired upon while it was carrying the dead body 
of the woman who had succumbed to the injuries received as a 
result of Police lathi-charge on the previous day, to the cremation 
ground. According to the authorities 5 were killed and one was 
injured. But according to the report of Sardar Bachan Singh 
Panchi who was deputed by the State Akali Dal to visit the place 
to ascertain the true facts, a much larger number of persons were 
missing. The names and address of nine of them have so far been 
traced. The number of the injured according to this report runs 
over two hundred, twenty of whom were seen by him in one 
village alone. Not a single dead body was restored to the 
guardians of the deceased.

 Crimes perpetrated on women--- The worst part of this 
campaign of repression is the cruelties and crimes being 
perpetrated against women who have sympathy for the 
movement.
 
 A women's procession in Jammu on the 11th of December, 
was repeatedly tear gassed and lathi-charged as a result of which 
many ladies including small girls, received severe injuries. One 
girl remained unconscious for full 12 hours. Another was refused 
admittance in the hospital because o her precarious condition. 
Two lady Satyagrahis, who were leading the procession also 
became unconscious and were taken to jail in bad condition.

Women Procession at Jammu



On the 6th of January police arrested four Satyagrahi ladies who 
were leading a procession in Jammu City. They were kept in the 
police lock-up for the whole day long. At 11 o clock in the night 
they were taken out of the lock-up and thrown on the roads.

  On 17th of January, 3 girl students of Mahila college were 
abused, mal-handled and assaulted by an Inspector of Police 
while they were dragged by their hair.
 
 On the 26th of January, 10 Satyagrahi ladies who were 
picketing at the bus stand were mal-handled by the Police. A 
Police officer abused them in the most filthy language. Their 
leader Kumari Sharda was arrested. As a result of the ill-
treatment in the jail, she fell ill. After seven days when it was 
found that her condition had become precarious, she was thrown 
out of the jail in unconscious condition.

 On the 27th of January, the police raided the house of a 
Numberdar in the village Rothua at 2:00 am in the night. He was 
not at home. They asked about him from the two young ladies 
who were there at the time. On their inability to tell them where 
about of the Numberdar they were stripped of their clothes, 
criminally assaulted and then carried to jail. They were 
maltreated in the jail as well.  

SEARCH  AND  LOOT 

  On the 3rd of February, Police raided the village Gho 
Manhasen in Jammu Tehsil. It forcibly entered the house of 
Thakur Rachpal Singh who was in jail and looted 12 tolaas of gold 
and 500 rupees from his safe.
 
 His wife was mal-treated and the maid servant in the 
house was stripped naked and criminally assaulted by the Police.

 Ten ladies of Udhampur had to go on hunger strike as a 

protest against ill-treatment to the Satyagrahis, particularly 

women, inside and outside the jails.



    The worst feature of these crimes against women was that 
the police was sent after giving spirituous drinks to them, so that 
they might handle the Satyagrahis in a cruel and senseless 
manner to strike terror amongst people.

 Since the beginning of Non-Co-operation and civil 
Disobedience, the second phase of the Satyagrah, Kashmir Militia 
and police have let loose a reign of terror in the Countryside.

 Jammu, Akhnoor and Reasi Tehsils were first chosen for 
this campaign of terror. They were completely thrown at the 
mercy of police and Militia who were raiding the villages in 
batches to terrorise the people. A few glaring cases were given 
below:
                          
 In the village of Gho Manhasen Santoo Mahajan was 
threatened in his own house and pair of 3 ear rings along with 200 
Rupees were looted.

   In Kunkerian during search of many houses was carried 
out and the house hold belongings to Shri Mewa Singh, who was 
later arrested, thrown out.

Women procession at Udhampur



 Severe beating of Kartar Singh of Gho Manhasen resulted 
in the fracture of his knees and a severe wound in the interior of 
his mouth. Sansar Singh Chib and Santoo were severely injured.

 On 8th, February- the house of Pt. Abhey Ram in the 
village Gajansoo was searched and his whole family household 
thrown out.

 On this very day, at 4:00pm in the village Saharan, house of 
Messrs Baldev Singh and Fakir Chand Mahajan were raided. 
After search six Harijans were beaten. The same day at 5pm in 
village karlop houses of Messrs Shri Ram and Nand Lal, were 
raided and keys were forcibly obtained from the women folk by 
threatening them with beatings. At 7:00 pm in village Plora 
Harmukandpura house of Mr. Ram Chand was searched and 
about 2 tolaas gold along with 13 rupees in cash were taken away. 
Here two persons were injured by the police beatings. On the 7th 
February house of Shri Chhaju Ram in Garota was searched and 
the inmates immorally harassed. Getting disappointed inn not 
having found anything in the house of Pt. Sita Ram village seri 
Pandilan his family members were abused and terrorised. A 
neighbour was arrested and then let off.

 In this cruel hunt for workers and terrorising people, 
police Party reached Palwal and searched Shri Ram Chand's 
house. Having found nothing there, made its way to KOT. Here 
the houses of Messers Munshi Lal Chman dass and Pt. Dheroo 
Ram were searched. But nothing was found. This irritated the 
unscrupulous Police officers, who lost all balance and arrested a 
minor aged ten along with Post Master. Both of them were 
released in Domana the following day after severe beating.
                  
 On 9th Feburary in village Paryal house of Shri Budhi 
Singh was damaged. His son Keor Singh and sister were beaten in 
his presence. When he raised hue and cry, he too was beaten. 
Since then he is lying in bed. The house was thoroughly searched 



and Rs. 800/- in cash were taken away. Shri Keor Singh was also 
arrested. Shri Vakil Singh's house was raided and all the sweets 
and other things which he had collected for the marriage of his 
daughter were confiscated. Rs. 300 in cash also were taken away. 
After raiding the house of Indir Singh and confiscating some of 
his belonging, the “victorious party” returned.

    In village Laddora house of Shri Dewan Chand was raided 

and his brother was beaten. A local Harijan, who stood nearby, 

was ordered to give him a further shoe-beating. On his hesitation 

to comply with such an order, he was too beaten. On their return 

Journey, the Police Party brought one tin of Kerosene oil and full 

truck of fuel.

 On 11th February, the police again raided the village of 

Gho Manhasen and Rathoa. The son of Kaka Ram was severely 

beaten and they searched his house but could not recover Ram 

Piari. At Rathua, the keys were recovered from a ten years old 

daughter of Ch. Ram La Tempo and again searched his house. 

Bajura Yogi of rathoa was severely beaten. The Police announced 

there that anybody found giving water to his bullocks will be 

severely punished. The Police ordered for kerosene oil so that his 

house may set on fire.

 On 13th February at ten in the morning house of Shri 
Shatrugun of Village Marh was raided. A chair and ornaments of 
the women were confiscated. Moustaches of Mr. Ghaju ram 
Harijan were cut off along with a part of his head hair. Durga 
Dass Harijan was beaten and arrested but on a bribe of Rs.40/- 
was released. During the day while perpetrating these criminal 
atrocities houses of all of the four villagers were raided. At 
nightfall when the Police began to return, the villagers heaved a 
sigh of relief.

  On 14th February Police marched towards Grohta 



through Agaur. Reaching there the attack was made at the house 
of Kaviraj Chhaju Ram which proved fruitless and the Police had 
to return empty hand. 

Being irritated by the applications made in the court by the 
inhabitant of Sangrampur against the inhuman treatment meted 
out to them on March 22, the police again sieged the whole village 
on Magh 24. The helpless and innocent people, both young and 
aged, men and women, fled out of the village being terror 
stricken. But many of them including Dhani, a Mahajan, realised 
the scene of the Pakistani invasion. Dhani, a Harijan, was beaten 
while running. Shib Ram Lengah, Chhatro Dass and Ram Dass 
were severely manhandled. The blood roused out from the head 
of Chhatro Dass. At Domana, a village about eight miles from 
Jammu on the bank of a Canal, a sweat meat shop was plundered 
of all the sweat meats which was only source of family income.

 ON 20th  MARCH, 1953: 
             
 28 persons arrested in a Procession at Billawar, were 
cruelly beaten at midnight. In this extremely cold part of Jammu, 
they were provided with no bedding and were forced to pass full 
three days without water and food. Some of the Satyagrahis 
having been beaten at the icy hands of the police and Militia, have 
resulted in swelling.

  In village Billawar of Basholi Tehsil, a Military man who 
had been beaten succumbed to death on 19th March 1953.

Some villagers on their way to shop in the nearby village and 
another group of the villagers going for worship in a temple in the 
adjoining village were cruelly beaten.

  In Ramkot area, Kashmir Militia and Police in hundreds 
entered the villages, beat the men folk and terrorised and 
manhandled the ladies and looted the property, the people of the 



illaqa consequently, have left their homes and have taken 
recourse to living in jungles to avoid Police atrocities.

   A maid cook of Rachpal Singh of Jammu Tehsil was totally 
made naked by the Police in course of search of  his house.

 How brutally the Police lathi-charged the people can well 
be imagined from the fact that the skulls of two villagers, Bhagat 
Singh and Teja Singh were broken out.

 Two Military Soldiers Baikunth Singh and Pritam Singh in 
Akhnoor who were on leave, were arrested by the Police, while 
on their way to canteen and kept under custody for full 15 days.

 Hundreds of Militia Soldiers and Policemen with the help 
of the Muslims of the ilaqa raided and looted the village Kawana 
of Tehsil Nowshera.

 About 100 Kashmiri Militia soldiers raided the village 
Koat Mehra near Pakistan border in Tehsil Akhnoor and looted 
property worth Rs. 4,000/- after having severely beaten the 
residents of the village.

 





BULLETS FOR HOISTING TIRANGA

 What type of conditions were created in J&K by the Nehru 
backed Sheikh Govt, can be judged from the fact that as many as 
sixteen youths were shot dead at different places for hoisting the 
national Tricolour Flags as the sheikh Govt. discarding the 
Maharaja Flag, had adopted National Conference party flag with 
some minor changes as the State flag and the Praja Parishad was 
opposed to this approach.

 The first incident of such a firing took place at Chamb on 
December 14, 1952. In this firing a Youngman, Shri Mela Ram was 
shot dead. His body was brought to Jammu for cremation 
resulting in high tension and anti-govt. demonstrations. 

 Second such a firing and other brutalities took place at 
Hiranagar, a Tehsil Headquarter in Kathua district. In this police 
action of January 11, 1953, two youths were shot dead. The killed 
youths were Sh. Behari Lal of village Chhan Morian and the other 
was Sh. Bhikam Singh of Hiranagar Garh Mundian. One of them 
was married only some months earlier before this painful 
happening several others were injured. They also included Sh. 
Gian Chand Sangra, whose eyesight was badly affected.

 The bodies of the martyred were taken by police and these 
half burnt bodies from the isolated place were picked up by Sh. 
Diwarka Nath, an activist of Praja Parishad and taken to Delhi.

    In this regard an account has been given in the booklet 
written by Sh. Sanji Ram Gupta. This has been titled as vish Dhara 
370 and it carries some details about the certain horrible acts to 
suppress the movement.

JOURIAN EPISODE

  The most cruel acts were committed on January 30, 1953, at 



Jourian, a small town about 55 kms from Jammu in the then 
border area of Akhnoor Tehsil.

   The police backed by the State Miltia let loose tear gassing 
and then firing on a gathering which was organised for hoisting 
Tri-colour of India.

    In the firing six persons were killed on the spot and several 
others were injured. One of the injured expired later on.
 
 To spread terror in the area several village houses were 
damaged and people were beaten even in the adjoining areas.

Firing  at  Sunder Bani 

 In Sunderbani firing three persons were shot dead who 
dared to hoist the Tri-colour on the Govt. buildings. The last and 
fifth such incident took place at Ramban on March, 1953. In this 
firing three men were killed there.

   Significantly most of the thus martyred youths were in 
around about in twenties. And thus, the Tiranga found some 
place in this part of the Country.  

Smadhi at Jourian

Sh.Mela Ram Chamb, Sh.Nanak Chand 
jourian, Sh. Basant Ram Math,Sh.Baldev 
Singh Rathi danda, Sh.Sain Singh, Sh. 
Waryam Singh Bhopur, Sh.Trilok Singh 
Pragwal

14th Dec 1952 & 30 Jan.1953



Smadhi at Sunderbani

29-12-1952
Sh. Krishan Lal

Sh.Baba Ramji Dass
Sh. Beli Ram

Smadhi at Hiranagar

11-1-1953
Sh. Bikam Singh

11-1-1953
Sh. Bihari lal ji



Smadhi at Ramban

1 March, 1953
Sh. Shib Ram Ji Balihot Ramban

Sh. Devi Sharan Ji Balihot 
Ramban

Sh. Bhagwan Dass Ji Kanthi 
Ramban





DR. SHYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE'S ROLE AND 

HIS MARTYRDOM

  Sardar Patel, who has spent the last years of life toiling day 

and night to create the Union of India and coping with Nehru's 

quirks, died on December 15, 1950. This left Nehru in sole 

command of India's destiny. More importantly, there was 

nobody to ask uncomfortable questions about his handling of 

J&K affairs. But Nehru had to reckon with Dr. Shyama Prasad 

Mookerjee, President of the Bhartiya Jana sangh who took it upon 

himself to steer the polity on the nationalist course. By the time 

the new Parliament was convened, as The Times of India 

commented, “the mantle of Sardar Patel had fallen on Dr. Syama 

Prasad Mookerjee”, He did not shy away from accepting the 

responsibility. 

     Responding to the President's address to the new Parliament 

on May 21, 1952, referred to Sheikh Abdullah's separatist politics 

which had begun to shape by that time and said that India's unity 

and integrity were at stake. Nehru interrupted to inform 

Parliament, “I know more about Kashmir than Dr. Mokeerjee.” 

Undaunted, Dr. Mokeerjee pressed with his point: “I would like 

to know, are Kashmiris Indian first and Kashmiris next or they 

are Kashmiris first and Indian next, or they are Kashmiris first, 

second and third and not Indian at all. That is a very important 

point we have to settle.”

  Dr. Mokeerjee had hit the nail on the head. He had 

succinctly presented the problem and sought a clear answer. 

Nehru, of course, responded with signing a deal with Sheikh 

Abdullah in June-July that year, virtually legitimizing the 



separatist and communal policies of the National Conference and 

formalising J&K “special Status”. The deal came as body blow 

against the non-Muslims of the State who had launched an 

agitation against Sheikh Abdullah under the leadership of the 

Praja Parishad. The import of the deal was lost on the Congress 

and the other Opposition parties, but Dr. Mookerjee, who had by 

then been in touch with the Praja Parishad and briefed by Pandit 

Prem Nath Dogra, saw through the game.

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee with Pt. Dogra at Jammu
 & Ch. Ram Narayan (M.P) on 10/08/1952

The following are the important 
milestones then onwards in the 
Jana Sangh's campaign to save 
J&K from separat ist  and 
secessionist designs a campaign 
initiated by Dr .Mookerjee and 
kept alive by the BJP:-

Dr. Syama Prasad with Sheikh Abdullah and 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad in Srinagar on 10.5.1952

June 14, 1952: Dr. Mookerjee 

gets a resolution passed by the 

working committee of the 

B h a r a t i y a  J a n a  S a n g h ,  

emphasing that Jammu & 

Kashmir is an integral part of 

India and declaring that the 

decisions of the State Constituent Assembly concerning an 

elected President and a separate flag coupled with the 

recommendations of its basic Principles Committee that Jammu 

& Kashmir will be an autonomous republic are in clear violation 

of India's sovereignty and the spirit of India's constitution. The 



Committee takes a serious view of this development and wants to 

remind the people and the Government of India that the Cabinet 

Mission scheme of 1945 envisaging a , weak centre with only 

three subjects was opposed by the Congress and a large section of 

Indian Opinion as being inimical to, India's unity and interests. 

The fissiparous tendencies of the Muslim League, however, 

succeeded, in dividing India Leading to disastrous 

consequences. To allow the J&K State to proceed along the same 

path now looks like permitting history to repeat itself. It might 

mean a fresh call to disruptive elements in-India to break its unity 

and integrity-which has been achieved at such tremens 

douscost.” The resolution also called upon the people to observe 

June 29, 1952 as Kashmir day in support of the Bharatiya Jana 

Sangh stand.

          June 26, 1952:  Dr. Mookerjee  speaks in the Lok Sabha on 

the question of J&K having a separate flag, an elected Head of  

State and Article 370 on the basis of which Sheikh Abdullah 

wanted a separate Constitution for the State. “you cannot have 

divided loyalty. Sheikh Abdullah has said, we will treat both 

flags equally.” You cannot do it. It is not a question of fifty-fifty. It 

is not a question of parity; It is a question of using one flag for the 

whole of India that includes Kashmir. There is no question of 

having a separate republic of Kashmir having a separate flag,” He 

referred to the incongruity of Art.370 and provided details of the 

suppression of civil rights, elimination of Hindi, division of 

Jammu along communal lines, expropriation of Dharamarth 

property and funds, communalism in services and 

discrimination against Jammu and the “iron curtain” which 

Sheikh Abdullah has drawn around the State. “If you just want to 

play with the wind and say we are helpless and let Sheikh 

Abdullah do what he likes, then Kashmir will be lost”. I say this 



with great deliberation that Kashmir will be lost:-

  July 24, 1952:  Nehru unveils in Parliament the deal he has 

struck with Sheikh Abdullah which marked a victory for the 

latter's politics.
   Aug 7, 1952:   Dr. Mookerjee attacks the agreement in the 

Lok Sabha and warns Nehru, “what you are going to do may lead 

to the Balkanisation of India, may lead to the strengthening of the 

hands of those who do not believe that India is a nation but a 

combination of separate nationalities,” He went on to ask the 

Prime Minister, “ Was Sheikh Abdullah not a party to the 

Constitution of India? Did he not accept this constitution in a 

relation to the rest of India, including 497 states? If it is good 

enough for him in Kashmir? Nehru vaguely referred to the 

“special status” of the State, condemned the Praja Parishad and 

blamed everybody except the real culprits.

  Aug 9-10, 1952:   the Praja Parishad organises a convention 

in Jammu to explain to the people the disastrous consequences of 

the 'Delhi Agreement'. Pandit Dogra invites Dr. Mookerjee to 

attend. On his way to Jammu, Dr. Mookerjee responds to surging 

crowds at every railway station with the slogan, “Hum Vidhan 

lengey ya balidan dengey”. On reaching Jammu, he was invited 

by Sheikh Abdullah for talks.

 Aug 10, 1952:   Dr. Mookerjee has a six-hour meeting with 

Sheikh Abdullah, also attended by his deputy, Bakshi Ghulam 

Mohammad. Sheikh Abdullah tells Dr. Mookerjee that his actions 

are dictated by political compulsions and the need to keep 

fundamentalist Muslim in check. At one point, he raises his voice. 

Dr. Mookerjee responded by telling Sheikh Abdullah that his 

policies and speeches make him look and sound like Jinnah. 



Aug 11, 1952:     Dr. 
Mookerjee tells Pandit 
D o g r a  a n d  o t h e r  
Parishad leaders not to 
precipitate action at the 
movement and instead 
educate and inform the 
p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h e  
dangerous policies of 

Sheikh Abdullah. He assures full support to the Praja Parishad if 
Sheikh Abdullah persists with his policies. Clearly he wanted to 
prevent turmoil in the State. On his return, he has a lengthy talk 
with Nehru and asks him to give a hearing to Pandit Dogra, and 
listen to the grievances of the non-Muslims of J&K. Nehru 
contemptuously rejects the suggestion. In Srinagar, Sheikh 
Abdullah moves swiftly to put his plans into action.

 Nov 8, 1952:  Pandit Dogra meets Dr. Mookerjee at 
Jallandhar where he had gone for the Punjab Provincial Jana 
Sangh Conference, and briefs him about the fast deteriorating 
situation in the State. Dr. Mookerjee asks Pandit Dogra to take all 
issues into consideration before launching an agitation and 
assures him full support of the Jana Sangh to mobilize public 
opinion in favour of the Praja Parishad.

  Nov 17, 1952:  Sheikh Abdullah plans to hoist the new 
“State flag”, a minor modification of the National Conference 
flag, on the state secretariat. Praja Parishad  responds by saying 
that only the Tricolour shall fly in Jammu. Sheikh Abdullah, taken 
aback, postpones the hoisting and seeks Nehru's help. Nehru 
responds by rushing armed police to his friend's rescue. With 
these forces Sheikh Abdullah Cracks down on Praja Parishad'
 

Pt. Prem Nath ji  Dogra with Dr.Shyama Prasad Mookerjee 
at Jammu August, 1952



     Nov. 26, 1952:  Pandit Dogra and Shayam Lal Sharma, 
organising secretary of the Praja Parishad, are arrested from main 
square of Jammu city for hoisting the National Tricolour. The 
arrests and subsequent atrocities on Parishad workers and all 
nationalists' people of Jammu marked, the beginning of the 
historic Satyagraha against “ek desh mein do nishan, ek desh me 
do Vidhan, ek desh mein do Pradhan”.
   
 Dec 14, 1952:   Janna Sangh observes J&K Day, to express 
solidarity with the Praja Parishad agitation. There is tremendous 
and emotive response to the call all over the country; In the last 
Week of December the first plenary session of the Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh is held in Kanpur after Dr. Mookerjee re- elction as Party 
President. In his address to the Session, Dr. Mookerjee says, Even 
at this late stage, I would appeal to Mr. Nehru and Sheikh 
Abdullah to cry a halt and not to stand on false prestige, They 
must open negotiations with the Parishad leaders and arrive at an 
settlement which, will be fair and just to all, Meanwhile, our 
active sympathies must be extended to all those in Jammu who 
are facing bravely the wrath of the authorities and silently 
suffering for a noble cause,” Exuberant members demand that 
the BJS serve an ultimatum to Nehru's Government to act or face 
the Party's wrath,' Dr. Mookerjee suggests   trying to bring about 
peaceful settlement, A resolution is adopted, authorising Dr. 
Mookerjee to write to Nehru and Sheikh Abdullah and explore 
the possibility of a solution.
           
 Jan 9, 1953:  Dr. Mookerjee writes to Nehru: “….. I know 
that you do not see eye to eye with many of us on this issue. Yet I 
am writing to you in the hope that you will keep an open mind 
and try to appreciate the viewpoint of those who may differ from 
you on this matter. It is vitally important that the circumstances 
that have led to the present movement should be impartially 
reviewed and effort made to arrive at a speedy and peaceful 
settlement which will be fair and just to all concerned….. 
Repeated efforts were made by Praja Parishad leaders and other 



to have a amicable settlement by Constitutional means. 
Representations were sent to Dr. Rajendra Prasad, to yourself, to 
the Minister of States and to Sheikh Abdullah…. Apparently the 
authorities concerned paid no heed to such manifestations of 
public opinion and even treated them with contempt. On the 
other hand, some of the matters regarding which acute 
controversy had been raised were proceeded with by the 
authorities themselves with undue haste, thus precipitating a 
crisis……It is high time that both you and Sheikh Abdullah 
should realise that this movement will not be suppressed by force 
or repression… The problem of J&K should not be treated as a 
party issue. It is a national problem and every effort should be 
made to present a united front… The State of J&K is a part of the 
Indian Union and as such it is perfectly open to the rest of the 
people to interest themselves in the affairs of the State…..People 
of Jammu are not prepared to sever their connection with India 
under any circumstances, plebiscite or no plebiscite. The greater 
the  delay in having this moot question decided once for all the 
greater will be complications and possibilities of unrest.. Once it 
is settled that a final decision has been taken on the question of 
accession, two matters will have to taken up. One relates to 
recovery of one-third territory of J&K which is now in occupation 
of Pakistan. How are we going to get this back? You have always 
evaded this question. The time has come when we should know 
what exactly you propose to do about this matter. It will, be a sort 
of national disgrace and humiliation if we fail to regain this lost 
portion of territory.. The other question relates to the extent of 
accession of J&K State with India. If the people of  Jammu 
demand that the accession should be of the same lines as in the 
cases of other States, they don't say anything that is arbitrary or 
extraordinary.

   “This is their natural wish and they are guided by patriotic 
and national motives…” A copy of this letter is sent to Sheikh 
Abdullah with a note: “The issue at stake affect not only your 
State but the whole of India and I hope you will move before the 



situation further deteriorates.”
 
   Jan 10, 1953:  Nehru replies to Dr. Mookerjee, “…I am 
quite prepared and I am sure that Sheikh Abdullah is prepared, to 
consider any grievances of the Jammu people and try to rectify 
them where, this possible. But the demands of the Praja Parishad 
are basic Constitutional issues which cannot be given effect to for 
obvious reasons. They are trying to decide a very difficult and 
complicated Constitutional question by methods of war. It does 
not require much thought that this method cannot yield those 
result, whatever the merits may be..” soon after this, Nehru and 
Sheikh Abdullah launched a vituperative campaign against the 
Praja Parishad and the Bharatiya Jana Sangh.

    Feb 3, 1953: Dr. Mookerjee writes to Nehru, “I have no 
desire to carry on a protracted correspondence with you in this 
matter. But the issues involved are so serious that I am taking the 
liberty of writing to you again. One common feature of speeches 
has been abundance of abuses and vituperation which you have 
poured forth on those who differ from you. You have all sorts of 
base motives and have even dubbed us as betrayers of the 
country's interests. I have no desire to emulate you in this respect. 
I have read your speeches and those of sheikh Abdullah with 
considerable care, but unfortunately they evade the real 
issues….”

HE  THEN  MADE  THE  FOLLOWING  POINTS:

1.    “The Parishad has considerable popular backing. As one 
who knows mass mind, you will realise that no popular 
movement can be crushed by force.

2.   The first question raised is when and how will the 
Accession of the State J&K, to India be finally settled? My own 
suggestion has been that the Legislative assembly of J&K, which 
has been elected on adult franchise, may accept a resolution 



accepting final accession and the matter may be considered as 
irrevocably decided so far as India is concerned. Please be specific 
on this issue and let us know that if this suggestion is not 
acceptable what your alternative proposal for finalising accession 
is.

3.  We do not want partition of the State. But you seem to 
forget that J&K has already been partitioned by Pakistan and the 
real question is whether you and Sheikh Abdullah propose to 
acquiesce, in this partition. You have, always evaded this 
question. Please do not side track the issue and let the public of 
India know when if at all, we are going to get back this part of our 
cherished territory.  
4.   The third point relates to the subjects in relation to which 
accession will take place. The Praja Parishad wants, and we 
whole heartedly agree, that the entire State of J&K should be 
governed in accordance with the same Constitution that applies 
to the rest of the India. Is there anything communal or reactionary 
or anti-national about it? It is amazing, how the move of 
separatism pursued by Sheikh Abdullah and his colleagues is 
being applauded by you as national and patriotic; and the 
genuine desire on the part of Praja Parishad to secure the 
fundamental unity and integrity of India and to be governed as 
common Indian Citizens is being dubbed as treacherous conduct. 
Your letter and your speeches give no satisfactory answer to 
those basic points raised by the Praja Parishad.

5.   There are many grievances of the people of Jammu 
regarding internal administration. Delay in dealing with them is 
intensifying the agitation.

6.   It is undoubtedly true that we should do nothing which 
may weaken India's. Position or strengthen the hand of our 
enemy. This aspect you must bear in mind as Prime Minister of 
India.. He sends a copy of this letter to Sheikh Abdullah, adding a 
note, “It is a tragic you completely misunderstand those who are 



differing from you and are proceeding in a manner which may be 
disastrous to India including the State of J&K. I still hope you will 
be able to raise equal to the occasion and find a way for peaceful 
settlement.”

 Feb 5,1953: Sheikh Abdullah replies Dr. Mookerjee's letter 
from Jammu Tawi, enclosing pamphlets issued by his govt.  to 
justify its policies. He emphasises on J&K “special status” 
apropos Art 370.

 Feb 5,1953: Nehru replies to Dr. Mookerjee's… 
”According to my thinking the agitation of the Praja Parishad is 
not only communal but is supported by communal and narrow-
minded elements in India. Believing this as I do, the only course 
that I can follow is to resist this utterly misconceived agitation. 
That is our govt. opinion and they propose to adhere to it and 
pursue this policy.. If needed the agitation continues it will be for 
us to consider what other further steps Government can take in 
the matter. “Nehru followed this up by ordering the preventive 
arrest of Bharatiya Jana Sangh  leaders on the eve of the Party's 
meeting in Delhi.
     Feb 8, 1953:   Dr. Mookerjee writes to Nehru, “Apparently 
you are not in mood even to understand the views of those who 
differ from you. I and many others honestly feel that demand on 
the part of a section of our countrymen living in the state of J&K to 
see that their State is finally integrated with India and is governed 
according to the Constitution of free India is not an unpatriotic or 
disintegrating or communal move. Let me assure you we are 
ready to face your, wrath any fury.  You will forgive me if I fail to 
appreciate your repeated reference to possible international 
support and sympathy. On the other hand, your policy in this 
behalf has added to complications both At home and abroad. 
Statesmanship requires that you should. Instead of being 
haunted by false internationalism, firmly create conditions for 
national solidarity.”



  Feb 10, 1953:  Nehru replies  to Dr. Mookerjee, “I have no 
doubt that you wish well to India, but the fact remains that our 
conceptions of what is well for India appear to differ. Because of 
this our past lives have moved largely in different spheres. I 
would suggest that you exercise your influence to put an end to 
this agitation in Jammu.”

  Feb 12,1953:  Dr. Mookerjee writes to Nehru, “….The only 
way this can done is to make the sponsors of this movement 
appreciate that you and Sheikh Abdullah are prepared to discuss 
all matters with them with an open mind and arrive at decisions 
which would meet their legitimate, demands. The points for 
consideration are as follows:

1.  Finality of Accession to India through a resolution to be 
adopted by the Constituent Assembly of the State.

2.  Adoption by the State of the provision of Indian 
Constitution regarding such matters as Fundamental rights, 
citizenship,” financial integration, abolition  of customs duty, 
Supreme Court, Emergency powers of the President and conduct 
of elections. These are to be implementing within a stated time.

3. In respect of the rest of the   Indian Constitution, Sheikh 
Abdullah should indicate what deviations, if any, the desires to 
be made. These are to be considered on their merits.

4. Jammu and constitution as finally agreed will be a part 
of the Indian  Constitution.

5. Provincial autonomy to Jammu and Ladakh without 
changes of boundary.

6. Acceptance of the supremacy of Indian Flag.

7. Policy regarding liberation and occupation of the Pakistan 



held territory.

8. Commission of Enquiry with a majority of judges from 
outside the State to go into all grievances including Dharmartha 
Trust, excesses committed by the police and compensation to the 
families of sufferers, especially who have been  shot dead.

9. Restoration of pensions, properties etc. to people against 
whom confiscation order might have been passed.

 Feb 12, 1953: Nehru sends his reply, arguing that the only 
solution lay in autonomy for J&K, “I am sure that the right course 
is for this agitation to be withdrawn.”

 Feb 12, 1953: Dr. Mookerjee writes to Nehru, who had 
pleaded helplessness because of “ongoing talks in Geneva”, “…. 
What you and Sheikh Abdullah have to decide first is whether 
you are willing to talk with the Praja Parishad leaders. I would 
implore you to do so…”

  Feb 13, 1953: Dr. Mookerjee realises the futility 
correspondence with Nehru writes to Sheikh Abdullah.”It is not 
safe to base one's present attitude towards grave political issues 
solely on past relationship with one's opponent. You yourself 
started as a leader of communal Party. And yet it would be highly 
improper to judge your present aims by making elaborate 
researchers into your past history starting from Aligarh. You are 
now developing a three-nation theory, the third being the 
Kashmir nation. These are dangerous symptoms, and are not 
good for your state or for the whole of India. I would beg you not 
to stand on false prestige but to agree to discuss all disputes with 
the leaders of the Praja Parishad even at this last stage.
 Feb 15,1953: Nehru briefed by Sheikh Abdullah, replies to 
Dr. Mookerjee, “ …subject to our holding fast to the principles 
which have guided us, and the policies which we have pursued, 
the govt. will gladly do, all in its power, to bring about normalcy 



and peaceful cooperation in the J&K State. But this agitation was 
not of our seeking and the first step should be to withdraw the 
agitation completely…

 Feb 17, 1953: Dr. Mookerjee writes to Nehru yet again, 
“…After considering the matter fully and also your 
determination, that the movement must be withdrawn 
completely as a first step, may I suggest the following procedure 
for your consideration:

1. The movement is withdrawn.

2. Order for release of prisoners is given and there will be no 
victimisation.

3. You and sheikh Abdullah call a conference say, after a 
fortnight, where all political and constitutionals matter are 
discussed with an open mind.

4. Both parties reiterate that the unity of the state of J&K will 
be maintained and that the principle of autonomy will apply to 
the province of Jammu as a whole and of course also to Ladakh 
and Kashmiri Valley.

5. The new constitution to come into force as soon as possible 
and elections to take place within, say, six months.
6. The question of flag is to be clarified and the Indian Flag 
should be in use everyday just as is done in all other parts of India.

7. Implementation of the July agreement will be made at the 
next session of J&K Constituent Assembly after the issues left 
vague have been properly clarified. In respect of Fundamental 
Rights, citizenship, Supreme Court, President's powers, financial 
integration and conduct of elections provisions of the Indian 
Constitution will apply. Exception however may be made with 
regard to condition for acquisition of land…



8. The terms of reference of the commission of enquiry will 
be widened and all grievances will be examined by it.
9. The commission now includes four persons, Chief Justice, 
Accountant General, and Chief Conservator of forests and the 
Revenue Commissioner. The last three gentlemen are 
administrative officers under J&K govt. and they can hardly 
inspire confidence. The commission should be reconstituted with 
two judges from India and Chief Justice of J&K so that its 
impartiality and representative character may not be questioned.

10. Regarding, finality of Accession and other political 
matters, the conference will consider these points from very 
aspect and agreement ought to be reached which will be to the 
best interest of India Including J&K.”  

NEHRU DID NOT BOTHER TO REPLY HIS 
LETTER:

 Feb18, 1953: Sheikh Abdullah writes to Dr. Mookerjee, “I 
will frankly state that the present leadership of the Praja Parishad 
is avowedly disruptive and communal in its aim and purpose. 
Consequently, it will not be possible for us to have any common 
meeting ground with them. Dr. Mookerjee–decided to make last 
effort by writing Sheikh Abdullah.

 Feb 23, 1953:  Dr. Mookerjee writes to Sheikh Abdullah, I 
have been unable to understand your refusal even to talk' to the 
representatives of the Praja Parishad. If you …feel to determined 
to crush a particular political party that may be opposing you and 
adopt force and other, methods for the purpose, then you ceased 
to be a democratic leader. You then become a fascist. But even 
then your success is doubtful, for in all such cases history has 
proved that the movement goes underground and ultimately the 
mighty dictator loses the battle of true freedom…”



 March 5, 1953: BJS observes J&K day all over the country. 
Once again it receives tremendous response. Earlier' the BJS-
Mahasabha had captured three of the four seats to the Delhi 
Assembly to which by elections had been held on the strength of 
its Kashmir campaign. Nehru first imposed a ban on public 
meetings. But gauging the public mood lifted it just before the 
March 5 meeting in Delhi where it was decided that Dr. 
Mookerjee, NC Chatterjee and Nand Lal Shastri would lead a 
procession the next day from the railway station carrying the 
ashes of victims of Sheikh Abdullah's atrocities.

 March 6, 1953: Dr. Mookerjee and his colleagues are 
arrested at chandni chowk for violating prohibitory orders 
provoking widespread protests and consolidated the party's 
Kashmir campaign.

 March 11, 1953: Dr.Mookerjee and others released after 
Babu Ram Narain singh, MP, files a habeas corpus petition. Dr. 
Mookerjee tours several states and is greeted by full throated 
support for Bharatiya Jana Sangh campaign on Kashmir. Decides 
to visit J&K without a permit.

 May 8, 1953: Dr.Mookerjee boards train to Jammu from 
Delhi. He is accompanied by vaidya Guru Datt, Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, Tek Chand and Balraj Madhok. He issues Press 
statement, saying, “The Satyagraha, movement has been 
continuing in Jammu for nearly Six months leading to the arrest 
of about 2,500 persons and to the killing of more than 30 
Satyagrahis by police firing. In Delhi and Punjab the movement 
has been going on for more than two months and has led to the 
arrest of more than 1700 Satyagrahis.
                            
   A large no. of Satyagrahis are pouring into the capital of 
India from various parts of the country giving the movement an 
all India character…In Jammu, in spite of the iron curtain, people 
have not succumbed to fear and are ready to face the wrath and 



fury of the authorities whose repressive measure continue 
unabated..It is strange…,that one cannot enter the state without a 
previous permit from the govt. of India…..entry is barred to those 
who think or act in terms of Indian unity and nationhood…My 
object of going to Jammu is solely to acquaint myself with what 
exactly had happened there and the present state of affairs'….

 May 11, 1953: At Pathankot Dr. Mookerjee is informed by 
Deputy Commissioner of Gurdaspur that the govt. has allowed 
him to proceed without permit and “though no limit has been put 
on the number of companions you can take with you; I will advise 
you to take only a few.” Dr. Mookerjee reaches Madhopur check 
post on the Ravi Bridge at 4pm. The jeep carrying him and others 
is stopped half-way across the bridge by Kashmir policemen and 
Dr. Mookerjee is handed an order of the chief secretary of the 
State dated May 10, 1953, banning his entry into the state. When 
Dr. Mookerjee insisted on going to Jammu he was given an order 
of arrest under the State's Public safety Act issued by the 
Inspector General of J&K police and dated May 11 ,1953, stating 
that Dr.Mookerjee “has acted, is acting and his about to act in 
manner prejudicial to public safety and peace.” Dr.Mookerjee got 
down from the jeep along with vaidya Guru Dutt and Tek Chand. 
They were put under arrest before being taken away. Dr. 
Mookerjee told his companions “Go tell our countrymen that I 
have entered J&K state, though as a prisoner.”

 May 12, 1953: Dr. Mookerjee and his two companions are 
imprisoned in a small cottage near Nishat Garden which is 
designated a sub-jail. The sub jail is not equipped with any 
facilities, not even a telephone. 

 May 13, 1953: NC Chatterjee a leading legal illiumanry 
demands an explanation from Nehru as to how Dr. Mookerjee 
could have been arrested after being allowed to proceed by the 
DC of Gurdaspur Nehru denies that the DC met Dr.  Mookerjee.



 June 18, 1953: Barrister U.M.Trivedi, who had gone to 
Srinagar to argue his habeas corpus at Kashmir High Court to 
secure his release, met Dr. Mookerjee for three hours. He found 
him weak and cheerless. The next day, Pandit Dogra, who has 
taken from the Jammu to Srinagar to meet him, also found Dr. 
Mookerjee in a poor state.

 June 19-20, 1953: on the night of June 19, Dr. Mookerjee 
developed a pain in the chest and high fever. On June 20, Dr. Ali 
Mohammed, diagnoses it as dry pleurisy and prescribes 
streptomycin injections despite Dr. Mookerjee  informing him 
that he had been advised by his family physician to avoid this 
drug as it did not suit him. Vaidya Guru Datt was to say later that 
Dr. Mookerjee that day requested the superintendent of jail to 
inform his relatives about his illness. No such information was 
conveyed.

 June 21, 1953: A sub-assistant surgeon who was the jail 
doctor pays a cursory visits Dr. Mookerjee chest pain becomes 
intense and his fever increases. He remains untreated. He is 
unable to talk to Pandit Dogra who had been fetched from Jammu 
to discuss the possibility of ending the agitation as by then Sheikh 
Abdullah had begun to face dissension in his own ranks. Bakshi 
Ghulam Mohammad wanted a settlement with the Praja 
Parishad.

 June 22, 1953: Dr.Mookerjee suffers a severe heart attack at 
4 AM. His temperature plummets and his begins to perspire. The 
jail superintendent is requested to fetch a doctor. Dr. Ali 
Mohammed arrives at 7:30 AM and suggests Dr.Mookerjee 
removal to state Nursing home. The two co-detenus want to 
accompany him, but are denied permission. Permission to 
remove Dr.Mookerjee to hospital is secured only at 11:30 Am and 
he is taken in a taxi. The hospital is a distance of 10 miles and he is 
kept in a room on the first floor. Trivedi meets him at 5:30PM and 
is confident that he will able to secure a release order the next day



 June 23, 1953: At 3:45 AM Trivedi is picked up from his 
hotel. Vadiya Guru Datt and Tek Chand are picked up from the 
sub-jail. They are taken to the hospital where they are informed 
that Dr.Mokerjee died at 3:40 AM. Witnesses claim later that as he 
lay gasping, Dr. Mookerjee was denied oxygen.

 Only judicial enquiry could decide whether he died or was 
murdered, which was never conducted inspite of the fact that Dr. 
Mookerjee, the leader of the opposition in Parliament died in 
mysterious circumstances in Srinagar Jail. 

The Last Journey 

In his death Dr. Mookerjee 
secured from Nehru what had 
been denied to him in life. A 
storm of protest blew across 
the country and public anger 
kept on mounting. Nehru 

found himself increasingly being 
cornered, even by his own colleagues in Govt. Sheikh Abdullah, 
mean while, prepared for his final push. Finally, Nehru was left, 
with no further defence of his friend. On August 9, 1953, after 
losing the confidence of his colleagues in cabinet when refused 
…..Sheikh was dismissed from office and jailed. Nehru had to 
acknowledge that Sheikh Abdullah was indulging in anti 
national activities and working against the country's Interests. 
The Praja Parishad's demands, too, had to be conceded, but on 
this front success was partial.
 
 The biggest success, however, was that sheikh Abdullah 
could not fulfil his dream of breaking free India and Nehru was 
prevented from helping his friend to  fulfil this dream. 



 ACHIEVEMENTS 

 The hard struggle for demolishing of barriers between 
Jammu and Kashmir and the rest of India has resulted in several 
achievements. These include the:

1).  Doing away with the permit (viza like) system for entering 
and staying for anyone in this State and vice-versa for the people 
of J&K.

2).  The Customs system for import and exports of goods was 
abolished.

3).  The financial integration took place for flow of funds and 
the jurisdiction of comptroller and Auditor General of India got 
extended to the State. 

4).  The Jurisdiction of Supreme Court as also that of Election 
Commission  of India found place in this State. And 
“unopposed” successes to elected  bodies came to an end 
which were as earlier majority seats were  manipulated 
unopposed. The members to Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha were 
earlier nominated instead of elections. 

5).    The nomenclature of the Sadar-e-Riyasat to that of the 
Governor and that of Prime Minister to the  Chief Minister were 
changed to be in line with other States.

6).  Most of the Indian Laws got extended to benefit the people 
of the J&K also.

7).  Freedom of the Press is also one of the major 
achievements.

Ref: Gupta, Chaman Lal (2010), Article -370 A thorn, art printers, 
Jammu 
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FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS DELIVERED BY 
PANDIT PREM NATH Jl DOGRA, IN THE 
MEETING OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF ALL 
JAMMU & KASHMIR PRAJA PARISHAD ON 6-9-
1953.

Brother Delegates,        

            We are meeting after about year of momentous events, It 
was tn the 8th of August last year that we  met here in convention 
to chalk out our course of action checkmate the policies of 
separatism which were tending to make Jammu & Kashmir an 
independent with Separate  flag, separate constitution and a 
separate head.  We pointed  out the danger of that policy end 
pleased with the government, of India to Put a  stop to it,  which,  
we warned them will spell disaster both for the  state and   the 
rest of India.

      On the occasion we had the privilege of having With us that 
noblest and bravest of the sons of mother India who has since 
made the supreme sacrifice by laying down his life for our cause 
which he had the foresight to realise was the cause of India’s 
Unity. How we wish that he had been with us today here to guide 
our deliberations. Our hearts are heavy with grief.  But we have to 
go ahead to complete his mission and that alone will be our real 
tribute to that great martyr.

     Dr. Shyama Prassad Mookorjee on that occasion counseled us 
patience and the promised us that he would use his good offices 
to make the Government of India see the dangers of their policy in 
Kashmir. He made heroic and persistent efforts to do so. We too 
made further efforts to catch the ears of  powers that be in Delhi. 
We implored them to  give us at least a hearing. But could not rise 
above his prejudioss and he was ill advised to treat us, who cure 



his compatriots and country man, as worse than political 
untouchables.

In those circumstances wore forced to take resort to the path of 
self-sacrifice, through peaceful non—violence satyagrah to reuse 
the conscience of the Indian people and Government and also of 
the Government of Jammu & Kashmir with a view to make them 
conscious of the dangers of Sheikh Abdullah's policy of 
unbridled separatism and to persuade them to change it in the 
wider interests of the people state  and tho unity of India.

THE  SATYAGRAH :-

  Our satyagrah which began on the 17th November 1952 
continued without break till 7th July, 1953 when it was 
withdrawn During these 8 months terrible engines of 
suppression were lot loose against  us bye the government of 
Kashmir with the help og government of India.

 Most virulent kind propaganda campaign was also started 
against us within and outside the state. Not the courage, 
forbearance restraint in the face of gravest provocation and above 
all faith in the justice of our cause shown by the people of Jammu 
proved too much for the might of both the governments. Their 
bullets, lathies, Gas bombs as also their systematic campaign of 
looting harassing, dishonouring the women in most barbaric 
manner and of humiliating  the people in various other was spirit 
people. Ultimately the oppressor had to admit his defeat. His 
failure to cow us down has became as patent as the vindications 
or the cause which we struggled.

TRIBUTE TO MARTYRS:-
                                
  I take this  opportunity to pay on your behalf and my 
behalf our humble tribute to all those martyrs and fighters 



known, who responded unknown, who responded to the call of 
the Parishad and laid down their lives or suffered in other ways. 
Their sacrifices trad sufferings have not gone in vain. They have 
put now life in our people and created now confidence in them. 
They have ensured our existence as a free and honorable people 
in our own home land as an integral part of India.

THANK  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  INDIA:-

  The role played by the people of India in our struggle 
which in its ultimate analysis was tho struggle for the unity of 
India has been equally glorious. Under the leadership of Dr. 
Shayma Prassad Mokerjee the Bhartya Jan Sangh, the  Hindu 
Mahasabha and the Ram Rajya Parishad extended their active 
support to us. They made our cause their own, shared our 
sufferings end grief and thereby proved that unity of India is a 
living faith in the hearts of, the Indian people. Even those who did 
not actively help us had a word of Sympathy for us. In fact it will 
not be an exaggeration to say that the. congress rulers of India 
stood isolated in tho policy they pursued toward us . The country 
was with us and it made the greatest sacrifice in the death of  Dr. 
Mookerjee for our cause.

 I take this opportunity to thank my countrymen outside 
the state on behalf of the people of the state for their deep and 
continued sympathy and interest in us.

OUR STAND VINDICATED:-

The hollowness of tho propaganda made against us by both the 
Governments and those who take their clue from the men in 
power has been thoroughly exposed by now. The events have 
proved that we were right and that ocur critics were either 
misinformed or their judgement had been clouded by prejudices 
and parties spirit. Our demand for abolition of customs, 



protection of supreme court etc. was as much for good of the 
people of Kashmir as of Jammu. In fact the people of Kashmir 
stood to gain much more than the people of Jammu by the 
economic and other reforms demanded by the Parishad. The 
Wazir Committee which consisted entirely of the Officials and 
therefore could not be suspected of partiality for the Parishad has 
in its report substantially vindicated the stand of the Parishad 
about land reforms and other economic matters It is a pity that 
this report has not been made public so far.
 
 But the real success of our movement lies in the fact that 
the Government of India  as also majority of the ruling group of 
Kashmir ultimately realised the dangers of the separatist policies 
of Sheikh internal matter of the party in power in the state yet the 
fact remains that he has been dismissed mainly on those grounds 
for which he was opposed by the Parishad. But for our movement 
he might have continued to deceive the people of Kashmir and of 
the whole country and might have succeeded in his deep laid 
conspiracies with foreign powers, There cannot be a surer 
vindication of the stand. of any movement than the one provided 
by the recent course events in Kashmir for our  movement.

THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT:-

 But the change of the Government in. itself is not of much 
significance So far as the Parishad is concerned. Ghulam 
Mohammad and two of his Cabinet colleagues were members of 
Abdullah’s Government as well, and they too must share the 
flame for his anti national policies,.They cannot shield 
themselves by saying that they were not heard and that Sheikh 
Abdullah had became Dictator. What did the so called 
representative of Jammu in Abdullah Government do when in 
human torture and repression was being perpetrated on the 
people of Jammu? What did they do to save the life of our great 
leader, Dr. Mookerjee, whose life was a national trust in their 
hands. One of them even tried to defend Sheikh Abdullah by 



issuing the statement which gave entirely wrong facts about Dr. 
Mookerjees death,

NO  CAUSE  FOR  JUBLIATION:-

 There is no question of our jubilation over the change. We 
had no grudge the person of Sheikh Abdullah. We were opposed 
to his policies which, as is now admitted at all hands, have 
proved, ruinous to the state, Our attitude towards the new 
Government will depend on the policies it pursues, If it will 
honestly work for the betterment of the lot of the people and for 
bridging the gulf that Sheikh Abdullah  Government had created 
between the people of Jammu and Kashmir on the one side and 
between the state anal the rest of India on the other, it will have 
our cooperation in the fullest measure We did "Offer our co 
operation to Sheikh Abdullah as well when he took over the 
administration of the state he rat spurned it on had he cared to 
listen those who did not agree with him the situation today might 
have been quite I hope that Bakhshi Ghulam Mohammad will not 
follow in the footsteps of Sheikh Abdullah in this respect. No 
doubt, he ho-a begun very well, But so did Sheikh Abdullah, It is 
for him to prove by his actions that he is different man. Let us 
hope that he will do so in that case he will find we are his best 
friends.

 OUR CO-OPERATION:-

Our co-operation however will be the cooperation of equals and 
not of a subordinate with master. We want the people of Jammu, 
Kashmir and Ladakh to live and prosper as equal partners in the 
discharge of duties and responsibilities that have fallen their 
shoulders. We want different [arts of the state to remain to remain 
united in the bonds of freedom and mutual trust unmitigated by 
any feelings domination of one part over the other so that the state 
as a whole may grown as indivisible part of India, the common 



motherland of us all.

ACCESSION & PLEBISCITE:-

 As regards the fundamental question of staters future 
affiliation Praja Parishad has made its stand clear.  We consider 
the accession of the Jammu & Kashmir state to India as final and 
irrevocable. There may be difference of opinions about the degree 
of cohesion but we do not think any loyal citizen of the state can 
ever question the factum of accession.

HARMFULL AND UNCALLED FOR:-

 It is why consider the talk of plebiscite to decide the future 
of the state as wholly harmful and uncalled for Jammu & Kashmir 
state has since times immemorial been an integral part of India 
geographically, culturally as well as economically a It became 
legally and constitutionally a part of India when the Maharaja 
signed the instrument" of. The common sufferings of the people 
of the state and the rest of the state in the defense of the state 
against Pakistani aggressors during the last six years have 
cemented with the blood the age old ties binding us with the rest 
of India. The supreme sacrifice  of the greatest son of India, has 
further strengthened these ties.  It is impossible for us today even 
to entertain to remain  any more which might tend to break or 
weaken these ties. We are determined to remain indivisible part 
of mother India and no power on earth can deflect us our resolve. 
We will resist te the last man any effort to cut ourselves as under 
from India, plebiscite or no plebiscite.

PAKISTAN HAS NO LOCUS STANDII:-

 We cannot understand the insistence of Pakistan about 
plebiscite In the first place Pakistan has no business to interfere in 
the internal matters of state and India offer of ascertaining the will 



of the people was mode by the Government of India to the people 
of the state if so decided by them. Secondly Pakistan cannot talk 
about plebiscite which is essential a path of peace, so long as she 
continue to keep in aggressive occupation of one third part of 
state and so long as her press and radio continue to cry for war 
Jehad. She must know that cries of war and plebiscite cannot 
together.  She must, make up her mind as to what she really 
wants. Pakistan is mistaken if she thinks that her threats can cow 
down the people the who have had  fore taste of what Pakistan 
means during the pakistani invasion in 1947, Further more to 
allow Pakistan to be to plebiscite in the state is to create the 
religious frenzy in the state which has become the hall mark of 
Pakistan today. India and the people of the state cannot allow the 
poison of religious fanaticism to be injected into the body politic 
of the state once again. We therefore call upon the Government of 
India no to give any encouragement to by entering into pacts 
about plebiscite with her. The people of the state not want it, 
because they are convinced that it cannot serve useful purpose 
and will only disturb the peace of the state and vitiate .The  Praja 
Parishad cannot be party to it.

NEED OF VIGILANCE:

 We also want the government of to be more vigilant about 
the development in the state. It cannot be absolved from the 
responsibilities for the policies of Abdullah Government which 
had deopardised the very existence of the state. The Government 
must  also take immediate steps to stop the machinations and 
intrigue of the agents of foreign been very active in the valley.

REFUGES TO BE REHABILITATED:-

 The condition of the refugees from the Pakistan occupied 

areas of the state also demands immediate intention of the 

government. Many of them are still wandering in other parts of 



the country. They yearn to be back in tho state. Those who are in 

the state have not yet been rehabilitated. The previous 

government had been very callous towards them. We expect the 

Bakhshi government to take immediate steps to resettle then so 

that their misery be ended.

OUR DUTY:-

While it is our duty to press the government to take steps to 

improve the condition of people we ourselves cannot afford to sit 

idle. During last six years of  its existence the Praja Parishad had 

to launch satyagrah movements a number of times to make the 

voice of the people heard by those in authority. It has been a 

period of continuous struggle or preparation for struggle Our 

people have suffered lot during this period .Many of them have 

been utterly ruined. They deserved our first attention. We should 

set up committee to enquire into cases of repression and 

hardship. It will have to move in the illaqa collect evidences and 

submit its report the Parishad. We will have to do what ever little 

we can to help then. I also expect the Kashmir government to take 

immediate steps comesate them. That is the least it can do to 

expiate for its sins of omission and commission. It is also 

necessary for creation of an atmosphere of goodwill and 

cordiality in the state.

MEMORIAL TO Dr.  MOKEREJEE:-

 It is also our duty to do something to perpetuate the 

memory of those who have laid down their lives for our cause. 

The greatest of then was Dr. Shyma Prassad Mookerjee, It is our 

duty to set up a befitting memorial to him and other martyrs.For 

that purpose we should set up a “Dr. Mookerjee memorial and 

Jammu martyrs memorial committee” to collect funds for raising 



the memorial. I hope the people of the state will contribute liberly 

toward the memorial funds.

ENQUIRY  INTO  DR.  MOOKERJEE’S  DEATH:-

 It is a matter of deep pain that the circumstances of the 

death of Dr. Mookerjee still remained shrouded in mystery and 

grave doubts have been expressed about the events leading to it. 

We should reiterate our demand which is also the demand of 370 

millions people of India that government should institute an 

impartial commission consisting of judges of supreme court to 

enquire into this matter. Otherwise those doubts will turn into 

confirmed belief which would not be in the interest of the 

government and will also shake the foundation of democracy in 

the country.

C O M P L E T E  T H E  O R G A N I S A T I O N A L  

STRUCTURE:-

 We have also to address ourselves to the organisational 

work. A draft constitution is being placed before you. I hope you 

will pass it. It will be our duty to organise the countryside on the 

basis of this constitution in the shortest possible period. A tine 

table for this purpose will soon be announced, The Praja Parishad 

is an organisation of the masses and workers and it has received 

the fullest support of all sections of societies. It is for us now to 

harness this universal support and give us a permanent standing 

by speeding out the work of our organisation to the remotest 

villages,

THREE FOLD CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAMME:-

 At the same time we have to turn to constructive activities. 



So far our attention and energies were mainly concentrated on 
struggle. The struggle had its advantages. Besides creating 
awakening in the people it has brought into the fore-front persons 
who can make rall servants of the people and who have ability 
and statemenship to carry their cause to success. But now that we 
have got some respite from the struggle.  we must turn our 
attention to equally important work of internal reconstruction,- 
There is large field and scope for it. Our people are backward and 
neglected, They need our guidance and help. The constructive 
activities can take many forms. I recommended the following 
three fold prograrmme for your consideration; —

 1. Ours is a hand of villages. Villages have been the centre 
of social Economic as well cultural life of our people. There can be 
no improvement in the life of people so long as the villages 
remain neglected and prese trend of educated people moving out 
of the villages to towns and cities continues. I would like you to, 
improve the life of villages through construction of Link roads, 
planning and lining of villages streets, opening of schools and 
reading rooms and taking in your hand such other things as can 
be accomplished by voluntary effort of the local people. Many of 
the villages have some families of ex-servicemen. They can give 
the benefit of their experience for the improvement of village,life. 
Efforts should also be made to start cottage industries in the 
villages wherever possible.

 2. Many of our people are illitrate and absolutely ignorant 
about ordinary rules of health. As a result the general health of 
the people is fast falling, The Parishad workers may take in their 
hands the work of educating the people particular in respect of 
rules of health. Something must also be done to check the 
growing evil of drink.

 3. Though many of the evils of castism and baradrism have 
been removed and the people of Jammu have been working as 
one man under the removed and the people of Jaamu have been 



working as one man under the leadership of Parishad yet some 
more effort is needed to create social cohesion on our society. We 
must pay particular attention to backward section of our society 
and create in them a senser of confidence and oneness with the 
rest of the community through our behaviour. Attention must 
also be paid to our muslim brothren who must be made to feel 
that they are one of us. The Muslin of the state have the sane blood 
and inheritors of the same culture as the Hindu . It is the duty of 
the Parishad workers to rekindle in their hearts love 'for that 
heritage and also of the common northern land through 
development  of social relation with them.

The speeches of our new Premier Bakhshi Ghulam Mohammad 
have created hopes in the minds of the people. They show an 
insight into the real problem of the state. But it is essential that the 
hopes created are speedily fulfilled. I am happy to note that has 
already take some steps in the right direction. But much however 
remains to be accomplished. I trust that his enthusiasm in this 
respect will continue unabated till the economic rehabilitation of 
the people of the state is achieved.

THE GOAL YET TO BE ACHIEVED:-

 But even more important for us is the question of fuller 
unity of our state with the rest of India. We have already made 
some progress toward the achievement of this goal. But much still 
remains to be done. For that we will have to be active and vigilent. 
I hope that state government has by now realised the intesity of 
the feeling of the people on  this, question and it will take speedy 
step to bring about financial integration of the state with India 
and do such other things as are necessary to bring the state into 
the position in which like other acceeding states or will be entitled 
to claim all those benefits which other states derive from the 
centre and without which it will not be possible to develop the 
resources of the state and it will not prove the economic 
conditions of its people.

...............Jai Bharat ...................





OBJECTIVES OVER SEPARATE CONSTITUTION

 On 1 April 1954, Pt. Ji submits a memorandum on the 
constitutional set up of J&K State to President of India New Delhi:

His Excellency the President of Indian Union
 NEW DELHI

May it please your Excellency,

I. In connection with the Constitutional proposals which 
have been recently made by the J&K State authorities to the 
Central Government, this representation is most respectfully 
submitted on behalf of the Praja Parishad of that State for your 
Excellency's kind and sympathetic consideration.

ii. There is no doubt that these proposals constitute a little 
advance on the existing position. And coming, as they do, in the 
wake of the decision of J&K Constituent Assembly to confirm and 
finalise the accession of this State to the Indian Union, they have 
been welcomed not because they take us far towards our goal, but 
because they seen to have been conceived in a different spirit 
from that which animated the Abdullah Government.

iii. Amidst this chorus of praise it seems almost churlish to 
strike the jarring owes to the People whom it represents. They 
have consistently demanded that the Indian Constitution be 
made applicable to the State just as it applies to the other Part 'B' 
States. In the pursuit this objective they have undergone great 
sacrifices and sufferings, being convinced that without achieving 
it, there can be no peaceful and honourable life for them in this 
State. They were led to entertain certain hopes by definite 
assurances, but these proposals do not come near their fulfilment. 
Consequently, the people affected have on the whole received 
them with mixed feelings including those frustrations.



iv. In certain circles there is tendency to dismiss the demand 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph as a problem for legalistic 
or academic discussion and to ignore its human aspects, but those 
who have raise are indeed earnest about it. To them it is a matter 
of life and death and they are determined to persist in it 
regardless of the sufferings sacrifices which this course might 
entail for them.

v. It is a pity that the central Government have never 
enquired the proper quarters why this demand is being made and 
how far justified.  On the contrary, they have been more 
responsive to opposite demand of the National Conference 
leaders, which is to effect that this State should have a special 
privileged status different from that of the other 'Part B State'. The 
wonder is that it has occurred to the otherwise wide awake 
Central Government that, in ultimate analysis, both these 
demands, so contradictory in their formulation and intent, really 
spring from similar apprehensions. But the fears of the Kashmiri 
leaders are wholly baseless, because admittedly they have 
received the most generous treatment from the government and 
the people of India during the last six years and more. On the 
other hand, the apprehensions of the Jammu people are fully 
justified by the experience they have had of “so called popular 
rule” during the same period. They have been reduced to the 
level of political untouchables in their homeland. Their genuine 
voice has been effectively shut out from the Constituent 
Assembly. The Government formed by the Conference Party is 
neither responsible, nor responsive, to Jammu people. The doors 
of Government services are closed to them, and those already in 
service are being pushed out. The administration is corrupt and 
inefficient and it is difficult for the common man to obtain redress 
in the ordinary course. Naturally the Jammu people seek organs 
of the central authority might possibly afford them. But the 
Kashmiri leaders desire to retain the best of both worlds; they 
demand autonomy for themselves in relation to the Central 
authorities of the Indian Union and at the same time they stick to 



undiluted autocracy in the shape of an unalterable fixed majority 
in relation to the Jammu People. In fairness they should accord 
the same treatment to the latter as is demanded by them for 
themselves from the Indian Union. This legitimate demand of the 
Jammu People is sometimes ignored on the false plea that it is 
confined to reactionary communalist, and vested interests. 

vi. The problem that has arisen between Jammu and Kashmir 
essentially the same problem as has emerged between the whole 
State and the Indian Union. And fortunately it is also the problem 
that the Indian Constitution was devised to solve. Its wise 
farmers were faced with the rival claims of competing elements in 
the body politic and they arrived at a nice adjustment of those 
claims in the framework of that constitution. This nice balance 
and adjustment makes it eminently fitted to provide a solution of 
the essentially human problem that faces us in this State. This is a 
strong reason why a solution of this problem should be 
attempted by applying the Indian Constitution in its entirely to 
this State.

vii. Viewed against the above background the unsatisfactory 
character of the new proposals become quite apparent, in-as-
much-as they disturb the nice balance of adjustments that the 
Indian Constitution in it's entirely was intended to be. They 
mutilate its organic unity without leaving a fair working 
arrangement. They seem to have been cleverly devised in order to 
achieve the following objectives namely:-

(1).   To retain as much power as possible;

(2).   To part with as little of it as might be inevitable;

(3). To let qualifications and exceptions swallow what is 
conceded;

(4). To make the powers retained the close monopoly of an 



unalterable fixed majority;  and

(5). To ensure that the resulting set up shall not be altered with-
out the consent of that majority.
Viii. Some of the expedients adopted by the framers of these 
proposals in order to achieve the above objectives are mentioned 
below viz.

(1) Fundamental rights have been whittled down and 
reduced to a mockery;

(2) The jurisdiction and powers of the supreme court have 
been curtailed to prevent effective enforcement of fundamental  
and other rights

(3) Full control over the State High Court has been retained in 
order that the local judiciary may not become truly independent 
and embarrass the executive authorities;

(4) A sort of dual citizenship has been created, within the 
Indian Union of its eternal shame and humiliation;

(5)  One way traffic from Pakistan in the matter of settlement 
within this State has been provided for;

(6)  Direct elections to the House of the People from the State 
have been avoided, in order that the authentic voice of the people 
of this State may not be heard even in the Indian Parliament.  
(7) The powers vested in the central organs of authority in the 
Indian Union in relation to the other “part B States” have been 
curtailed even in matters of common and national interests where 
uniformity of action is necessary;

(8) The status of the Sadar-i-Riyasat has been made inferior 
even to that of a Governor, and his  position precarious by leaving 
him at the mercy of a prejudiced and an unalterable fixed 



majority in the local legislature;

(9) Even the Delhi pact has not been fully implemented;

(10)  Certain provisions of the Indian Constitutions which are 
applicable to this State at present are proposed to be repealed;

(11) The capacity and powers of the Indian Union to take 
prompt and effective action in relation to this State at times of   
emergency have been crippled;

(12)  Provisions relating to effective and independent audit 
and financial control have been omitted; and

(13)     Drastic and confiscatory “lawless” laws are proposed to 
be legalized.

ix. There are several other objectional features of these 
proposals but it is unnecessary to detail them all. Some of them 
will, however, become apparent as the succeeding detailed 
scrutiny of the proposals proceeds, Enough has, however been 
said to show that these proposals give no indication of its framers 
being grateful for the generous treatment which they have 
received. On the contrary they betray great distrust of the various 
organs of the Indian central authority including the Parliament, 
the President and the Supreme Court.

x. Such an important matter as constitution making should 
have been circulated for public opinion before being finally 
passed when it is an admitted fact that this Assembly is 
composed of one party alone. The Constitution should not have 
been conceived and hatched in a secret manner behind closed 
doors, without associating any person unconnected with the 
Government or the Assembly even in an advisory capacity at any 
stage of their formulation or consideration. These facts should 
persuade the Government of India to examine those proposals 



with special care and consult the Jammu opinion before accepting 
them finally.

xi. Some points calling for consideration which the detailed 
scrutiny of these proposals has revealed, are briefly noted below:-

(1) ARTICLE 3 OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION:-

 The new provision which it is proposed to add to this 
Article will in certain respects overlap the existing provision.  

(2) PART II OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION:-

 This part is to apply to this State from January 26, 1950, but 
the State acceded to the Indian Union from October 26, 1947. 
What will be the status of the people of the State between these 
two dates? Will they be deemed to have been aliens during this 
interval?

(3) ARTICLE  7:-

 It is a proposed to add a new Proviso to this article. Even 
Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, Ex-Prime Minister of the State, 
knew that the policy underlying the proposed Proviso might 
cause apprehensions in certain quarters. He tried to allay these 
fears in the statement which he made before the State Assembly 
on August 11, 1952, in the following words:-

 “It has been suggested in certain quarters that this 
protection has been provided only for those residents of the State 
who are at present stranded in Pakistan. I would like to make it 
clear, as I have stated earlier, that this protection will operate only 
when the conditions are normal and such conditions naturally 
presume that the resettlement of the dislocated population, 
whether Muslims or non-Muslims cannot be one sided or 
unilateral”.



   If such is still the intention it should be clearly and 
expressly stated in the proviso and not left buried in vague 
declaration of the Ex-Prime Minister. Secondly, as the new 
Proviso will operate to confer Indian Citizenship, and also 
because its subject matter deals with, and affects, foreign 
relations, the law which is to regulate this matter should be 
enacted by the central and not by the State legislature. Thirdly, as 
the conditions are not likely to become normal in the near future, 
there need be no desperate hurry in adding this proviso; it can be 
added when the conditions become normal. Lastly, it should be 
kept in view that part of the Jammu and Kashmir State which is at 
present in the occupation of Pakistani Forces and which is 
sometimes misdescribed as the “Azad Kashmir territory,” is not 
identical with, and should not, therefore be confused with the 
territory now included in Pakistan.” The farmers of the proposed 
proviso have ignored this distinction. They probably had the 
former territory in view but have used the latter ex-pression to 
describe it. They seem to have fallen into this error because they 
have copied blindly the language of the existing proviso without 
realizing that it becomes inaccurate in the context in which they 
have used it. In view of these complications and also because 
there is no real urgency, it seems expedient to drop the idea of 
adding the proposed proviso to Article 7.

(4) ARTICLE 19 (FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS).

 The practical effect of adding the new clause (7) to Article 
19, as has been proposed, will be that for five years there will be 
no “fundamental” rights in the State, and thus what was intended 
to be granted under clause (1) will have been taken away under 
clause (7) for that period. It is of the very essence of the 
“Fundamental” rights which are provided in the Indian 
Constitution, that the Legislature should not have the absolute 
power to impose such restrictions on their exercise as the courts 
consider being unreasonable. If the Legislature is made the sole 
absolute judge of the reasonableness of any restrictions which it 



might deem fit to impose on their exercise, then such rights cease 
to be “fundamental “and become ordinary legal rights. It would 
be more honest way of dealing with this matter if the proposed 
clause (7) were to be ordered as follows:-

        “(7) For a period of five years those citizens of India who 
happen also to be the permanent residents of the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir, shall not exercise the rights conferred under clause 
(1), except to the extent to which the legislature of the State may, 
in its absolute discretion, permit them to do so.”
      As the discretion is not to be “Judicial”, it need not necessarily 
be judicious and may be capriciously exercised.

(5) ARTICLE 22 (PREVENTIVE DETENTION):-

  The proposed amendment is neither necessary nor fair; if 
it must be made, its duration should be limited to a period not 
exceeding five years.

(6) ARTICLE 31 (PROPERTY RIGHTS):-

  Clause (3) of this article should not be omitted as has been 
proposed. In the first place, it provides   a safeguard which 
certainly is not less necessary in the case of this State than it is for 
the rest of India. Secondly, in the matter of land reforms it is 
desirable to aim at a measure of uniformity. Thirdly, it is not clear 
why this clause is proposed to be omitted when the provisio to 
clause (1) of Article 31-A is being retained, as both refer to similar 
matters.

(7) ARTICLE 31-A  (ACQUISITION OF ESTATES):-

 The proposed definition of “Estate” is needlessly and 
unfairly too wide. Secondly, the definition of “Estate” given in 
our law relating to land tenures which is saved by the existing 
sub-clause(a) of clause (2) of Article 31-A could have served the 



purpose in view. Thirdly, it is undesirable to provide a fixed 
definition of “Estate” in the Constitution itself, because in may 
become necessary to vary the definition from time to time, or 
place to place, or in order to suit various purposes, but 
constitutions cannot be easily amended even when it becomes 
necessary to do so.

(8) ARTICLE 35-A ( PRIVILEGES OF STATE “SUBJECTS”)

 This article, if added, will create dual citizenship and 
retard the growth of common nationality and classless society. It 
will be a bar sinister on the Indian escutcheon and a disfiguring 
blot on the Indian Constitution. Secondly, if its addition is 
unavoidable in view of the present mood of the Kashmiri leaders, 
its duration should be limited to a period not exceeding five 
years, thirdly, even in that case, sub-clause (iii) of clause (b) 
should be omitted, because “settlement” is a vague term, and it is 
not at all clear what it is intended to include over and above, that 
which is already covered by sub clauses (i), (ii) and (iv). Fourthly, 
it should be stipulated that sub clause (iii) must not be use to 
impose new, or enlarge the existing , disabilities, lastly, the saving 
grace of Article 35-A should be limited to existing laws and 
should not cover laws imposing new, or enlarging the existing, 
disabilities.
  
(9) PART (IV) ARTICLES 36 TO 51(DIRECTIVE 
PRINCIPLES).

     If these articles are proposed to be omitted it is a matter for 
profound regret. These have been evolved after mature thought 
and long experience and should guide the course of legislation 
and administrative action in every enlightened State. There 
should be no hesitation in adopting them because they are 
directory, and not mandatory in the sense of being justifiable.

  



(10)  ARTICLES 54, 55 AND 81 ( PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS):-

 In the first place, it is unfair to deprive the people of the 
State of their right to choose by direct election their 
representatives in the House of the people. When direct elections 
were held for the State Assembly, electoral rolls were prepared on 
the basis o adult franchise. Such rolls can be prepared also for the 
Parliamentary elections. If the population of the State can be 
assumed to be 44, 10,000 for purpose of Article 55, as has been 
proposed, there is no reason why the same figure should not be 
adopted for purposes of Article 81. Secondly, it would be a 
misnomer to categorize the representatives of the State as 
“elected” members for purpose of Article 55, as has been 
proposed, when at the same time it is being clearly provided 
under article 81, that they shall be “appointed” by the President. 
Their status will still be that of “appointed” members even 
though they might have been appointment on the 
recommendation of the State Legislature. At present they are 
“chosen by the President in Consultation with the Government of 
the State”, but it is now proposed that “they shall be appointed by 
the president on the recommendation   of the Legislature of the 
State”. It would be simpler to say that thereafter the 
representatives of this State in both the houses of Parliament shall 
be elected by the elected members of the State Legislative 
Assembly. Thirdly, it is wrong to provide in the Constitution 
itself that the population of the State shall be deemed to be 
44,10,00. This figure is bound to vary frequently, but the 
Constitution should not be liable to frequent changes perhaps the 
best expedient would be to make a temporary provision the lines 
of Article 387, until a regular census can be held in this State.

(11)  ARTICLE 73( EXECUTIVE POWER OF THE UNION):-

 This article is at present in force without any modification 
in this State by virtue of the Constitution (Application to Jammu 



&Kashmir) order, 1950. But it is now proposed to repeal certain 
words from the provisio to clause (1) of this article. No reason has 
been given for the proposed repeal, and none is apparent. 
Considering that clause 1(a) deals with the matters with respect 
to which the Parliament has power to make laws, and that the 
whole of Article 73 deals with the extent of the executive power of 
the union, it would be better either to omit Provisio altogether or 
to leave it unmodified. Any tempering with it might make 
matters worse.

(12)  ARTICLE 136 (SPECIAL LEAVE TO APPEAL BY THE 
SUPREME COURT)

 Under Article 136 the Supreme Court is empowered to 
grant in its discretion, special leave to appeal before itself but it is 
proposed to omit this article and deny this power to that court in 
relation to this State. This would be a very unwise and serious 
omission. Without this power the extension of the Jurisdiction of 
that court to this Sate will remain illusory, and the people will not 
have full confidence and assurance that they are getting justice 
and protection of their rights like other citizens o India.

(13)  ARTICLE 139 (ADDITIONAL POWERS OF THE 
SUPREME COURT) 
 
 This article is applicable to this State at present but it is 
....proposed to repeal it. Obviously this is a retrograde step and 
should....  avoid.

(14) ARTICLE 149 AND 150 (COMPTROLLER AND 
AUDITOR GENERAL)

 It is necessary to apply these articles to this State in the 
......of sound financial administration and economy, as the 
present State affairs in this respect is far from satisfactory. 
Secondly, such application becomes almost inescapable now that 



the State Government is go.....get its share from the common pool 
of certain central taxes. ... taxes to be shared are raised from the 
people of India as a ....of them as tax payers are entitled to the 
assurance and protection  these articles are intended t supply. 
Thirdly, the central Government would be failing in its duty if did 
not satisfy itself that the funds supplied by it to the Government 
of this State were being utilized properly for the intended 
purposes. This duty the Government of India can discharge 
effectively only if these articles are applied to this State.

(15) ARTICLE  255.

 Article 255 applies to this State under the President's 
Application order of 1950, but it is now proposed to omit it. There 
is no justification for such omission.

(16) ARTICLE  259.

  Article 259 applies at present to this State subject to the 
specified modifications, but it is now proposed to omit it 
altogether. The retention of this article is very necessary.

(17)  ARTICLE  261

 The whole of this article applies at present to this State, but 
it is now proposed to omit the words “made by Parliament” from 
clause (2) of it. This Proposal seems to have been made in 
ignorance of the scope and purpose of clause (2). If the manner of 
and the condition for., proving public acts, records and judicial 
proceedings of the Union and of every state are to be regulated for 
the whole of India on a uniform basis, as they should be , 
evidently  the only law that can do this effectively and 
appropriately is the aw made by the Parliament. Therefore, it is 
clearly to apply without any modification to this state, as it does at 
present.



(18)   ARTICLE 291(PRIVY PURSE SUMS):-

 This article should be retained subject to certain obvious 
modifications.

(19) PART XVII (OFFICIAL LANGUAGE):-

 This part should be made applicable to the Jammu and 
Kashmir State for all purposes. Considering that Urdu is not the 
spoken language of any considerable section of the people in any 
part of the State, its imposition as the official or regional language 
of the State and as the medium of instruction in schools or in 
colleges, will not be fair. In any case, Hindi should have equal 
status with Urdu in this respect, if not throughout the State, at 
least in the Jammu province. The medium of the instruction in the 
primary or basic classes should be the mother-tongue, but the 
guardians should have the option of declaring the mother-tongue 
of their wards. In any case, whatever is adopted as the official or 
regional or mother language in the State or any part of it, it should 
be permitted to be written both in Arabic and Hindi characters at 
the option of the persons concerned and its teaching should be 
arranged and permitted in both characters.

(20) PART XVIII (EMERGENCY POWERS):-

 It is proposed to omit article 356,357 and 360 and to amend 
article 352. Under article 355, which was being retained, it is the 
duty of the Union to protect this State, not only against external 
aggression, but also against internal disturbance and also ensure 
that the Government of this State is carried on in accordance with 
the provisions of the Constitution. The president of the Union 
will be deprived of the power to act effectively and promptly in 
discharge of the duty imposed under article 355, if articles 356, 
357 and 360 are omitted and article 352 is amended in the manner 
proposed. There should be no divorce between responsibility 
and power.  This part should apply to this State in its entirety 



without any modification.

(21) PART XIX ARTICLE  361 (SADAR-I-RIYASAT):-

 There should be no confusion, vagueness or conflict about 
the position of the Sadar-i-Riyasat, but such is likely to be the 
result if reference is retained to the State constitution in the new 
clause (5) which it is proposed to add to this article. Keeping in 
view his positions and functions, he should be free from local 
influences and harassment. Experience of the action he had to 
take in the recent emergency should suggest caution in this 
respect.

(22) ARTICLE  362:-

 The retention of this article is necessary for reasons which 
are obvious.

(23) ARTICLE 365:-

 It is necessary to retain this article if the powers of the 
Union Executive under the constitution are real and not illusory; 
it is not to be exposed to mockery and reduced to impotence in 
relation to this State; if, in the absence of an effective sanction, its 
lawful directions are not to be flouted with .. if its duties and 
responsibilities under Article 355 are to be carried out 
satisfactorily; and if the Government of the State is to be carried 
on in accordance with the provisions of the constitution. 

(24) ARTICLE 372:-

 Article 372 makes mention of article 395. This reference is 
inappropriate because Article 395 is proposed to be omitted.



(25) ARTICLE 374(ADVISORY BOARD):-

 It is proposed to amend clause (4) of Article 374 in order to 
provide for the abolition of the State Board of Judicial Advisers 
and the transfer of the appeals pending before it for disposal to 
the Supreme Court of India, but this is likely to make matters 
worse in one respect. The Board's present jurisdiction is wider 
than that proposed to be conferred on the Supreme Court. This 
will result in greater finality attaching to the decisions of the local 
courts, because fewer appeals will lie to the Supreme Court than 
lie to the Board at present. Moreover, the appellate Jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court in relation to the Jammu and Kashmir courts 
will not be as wide as that which it exercise in relation to the 
courts of the other States. The provision contained in chapters V 
and VI of part VI read with Part VII of the Indian Constitution 
relating to Judiciary are not being made applicable to the 
Judiciary of this State. It cannot therefore be pretended that the 
Judiciary of this State including its High Court will command the 
same measure of confidence and prestige which the Judiciary of 
the other Sates commands. If the confidence of the people in the 
Justice administered  in this State is not to be undermined, it is 
necessary that this State be brought up to the level of the  other 
States by applying to it all the provisions of the Indian 
Constitution relating to Judiciary just as they apply to the other 
Part “B” States. At any rate the present position when the 
advisory Board is functioning is much better than that which will 
result from the proposals after the Board has been abolished.
  
(26) ARTICLE 387:-

 This article should be retained a new regular census has 
been completed in this State, because  until then, there should be 
some provisions in the constitution under which authoritative 
estimates of its population could be made, varied from time to 
time, for purposes of elections. Of course, some modifications of 
article will be necessary in its application to this state, because the 



three years period mentioned in it has already expired. The 
estimate of 44,10,000, proposed for purposes of article 54 and 55 
cannot remained fixed figure for all time, and will have to change 
from time to time, but it should not be necessary to amend the 
constitution itself every time a correction of this figure becomes 
necessary.

(27) SCHEDULE VII, LIST I, ENTRY NO: (3)

 This entry at present applies to this State without any 
modification, but, it is now proposed to curtail its scope 
considerably. There is no apparent reason to justify this course. 
The expression administration of cantonments” is no wide 
enough to cover all the functions included in this entry. 
Evidently, the army authorities need comprehensive powers in 
this respect. It should not be forgotten that this State is still a war 
area and that the opposing armies are still facing each other on its 
borders.

(28) SCHEDULE VII, LIST I, ENTRY NO. 9:-

 This entry is applicable to this State at present but it is 
proposed to omit it altogether, without the slightest justification: 
it should be retained, because its subject matter is connected with 
Defence, Foreign Affairs and the Security of India, which are the 
exclusive concern of the Union.

(29) NINTH SCHEDULE  :-

 As many as six laws of this State are proposed to be 
included in this schedule. It is inequitable and unnecessary to 
protect some of those laws in this manner. In particular, the 
Distressed Debtor's Relief Act, the Alienation of Land Act and the 
whole of the Tenancy Act need not find a place in this schedule. 





 President All India 

Jan Sangh

      

 After 1952-53 

agitation Pt. Prem 

N a t h  D o g r a ' s  

popularity rose so 

high that he was 

elevated to the position of President of Akhil Bhartiya Jana Sangh 

in Bhopal session of the party for 1955/56. As President of an All 

India party he toured most parts of the Country. Wherever he 

went he was given rousing reception. He has been the only person 

from Jammu hitherto who became the President of an All India 

party. He was an instrument in merging of the Praja Parishad in 

the Ekta Sammelan of the Party in Bhartiya Jan Sangh in 1964. He 

remained the President of Pradesh unit of the Jan Sangh upto 

1967.  The last agitation led by Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was that for 

removal of regional disparities in the supply of food grains, both 

in terms of rates and scales in 1967-68. Besides Pt. Ji thousands of 

Party workers courted arrests.

PRAJA PARISHAD & JAN SANGH

Pt. Prem Nath ji Dogra at Delhi when he was elected 
All India Jan Sangh President in 1955



  In wake of this agitation a high power Commission was 

appointed. This was led by the retired Chief Justice of India, 

Justice Gajendergakar.

     This Commission on regional embalalnces indicted the 

State Govt. and made several recommendations including 

providing the supply of rations on equal scale and rates.

 Pt. Dogra's life was full of events. He remained a most busy man 

throughout his life. His zeal for serving the society as also the 

party could be judged that in 1972, when he was seriously ill 

because of cancer, even then he used to take interest about the 

party activities and issued recorded appeals to the electorates to 

vote for PP and make a success of the party candidates. He died 

on 21 March 1972.

    Shri Dogra had only son who had expired when he was 

just of 9 years. 

Pt. Ji with Senior Activists after his release from Jammu 
Jail in 1969(Food Agitation)



Antim Darshan of Pt. Prem Nath ji



AT THE  PEOPLE  LEVEL 

 To have closer ties at the level of the masses in 1964 the 
Praja Parishad was merged with the Bhartiya Jana Sangh. 
 
 Taking cue from this step, the congress under the 
leadership of Shri Lal Bhadur Shastri asked its ruling men of the 
State to merge their National Conference in the congress. And 
thus for the first time on January 26, 1965, the regular unit of 
Pradesh congress came into being in this State.

         Earlier the Congressmen of this State were having shelter 
under banner of a regional outfit viz NC.

   After the lead given by the PP/BJS the then communist Party of 
India and some other Parties also established their Pradesh units 
in J&k.

FINAL  GOAL  STILL  AWAY

 Though considerable achievements have been there 
because of the movement launched by Pandit Dogra but the final 
goal still remains to be achieved.

Pt. Prem Nath Ji ki 'Antim Yatra'



THE 
GREAT 
DOGRA 

AND OTHER 
ACTIVISTS 

OF 
PRAJA 

PARISHAD 



Born in a respectable Brahmin family at village Samailpur about 
20 kms from Jammu.  According to a booklet written by Shri 
Sham Lal Sharma, who was a close associate of Pt. Ji, the birth of 
the great soul had taken place on October 24, 1884. His mother 
had expired when he was still a child and he was nourished by his 
maternal grandmother.

PT. PREM NATH DOGRA
(24 OCT. 1884 – 21 MARCH 1972)

Birth of Pt. Prem Nath Ji Dogra



Shri Anant Ram was staying in the 
palace of Maharaja Dhian Singh, the 
young child was admitted in near by 
Pir Mitha School of Lahore and later 
on to the Model School. After his 
Matriculation in 1904, he was 
admitted to The Foreman Christian 
College.

I n the college, the young Dogra 
came to be a noted figure as he 
excelled in various games especially the Football. He was popular 
not only in the students but also amongst the senior teachers of 
the college.

The booklet has also given an account about the popularity of the 
Dogra youth.

 On completion of his graduation in 1908, he came back to 
Jammu with many distinctions and prizes.  The then settlement 
commissioner of Jammu Mr. Talbert appointed the youth Dogra 
as Tehsildar Akhnoor for training purposes in 1909.

After his basic schooling in the 
village, he was taken to Lahore 
where his respected father Pt. 
Anant  Ram was  posted as  
Administrator to look after the state 
properties in Lahore and other 
Places in undivided Punjab.

As Prem Nath was the only child of Shri Anant Ram, special care 
was taken for his education.

Pt. Anant Ram Father of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra

Senior Officer in Maharaja Hari Singh Govt.



Pt. Prem Nath Dogra 
on Graduation from Lahore University

  In 1910 he was 
posted at Udhampur 
a s  A s s i s t a n t  
Settlement Officer 
and then in 1912, he 
w a s  d e p u t e d  a t  
Jammu with special 
powers of Munsif. 

  In 1913, Shri 
Dogra was appointed 
as secretary to the 
Governor Kashmir 
and later on the 
Wazir-wazarat (DC), 
Mirpur. 

Sports Man 
 Pt. Dogra was a great sports person. In his college time at 
Lahore, he excelled in races, Football and even in hockey.
         
  On completion of his graduation, When the young Dogra 
returned to Jammu in 1907, according to former Governor of 
Jammu, late Shri Chet Ram Chopra, Prem Nath brought a bag full 
of prizes and certificates.

 Even after his getting octogenarian, Pt. Ji used to attend 
many functions linked with sports and took keen interest even in 
kabbadi which was common in those days to encourage the 
players.  



 After the demise of Maharaja Pratap Singh, he held 
important positions in the Revenue Department even when 
Maharaja Hari Singh assumed the reigns of power.

 In his booklet, Shri Sharma has given an account of the 
popularity of Pt. Ji even amongst the Muslims when he was 
posted at Muzafrabad as Wazir-wazarat (DC). In the Valley those 
days the Sheikh led Muslim Conference had created communal 
trouble resulting in big violence.

                      Some senior high ups in hierarchy of the Maharaja 
feeling jealous of the popularity of Shri Dogra amongst the 
Muslims, conspired as being mild towards anti- Maharaja 
Agitators. Hence, he was premature retired in 1932, when he was 
just of about 50 years.

Pt. Prem Nath Dograas Wazir-e-Wazarat in 1931 (D.C)



Smt.  Acchri Devi Wife of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra
Who was known as Mata Ji 

 PUNISHED FOR VIRTUES: 

 Shri Durga Dass Dogra Advocate and an activist of 

Bharatiya Jana Sangh had given an account of the happenings 

about premature Retirement of Pt. Ji.

 Some high ups including a Minister close to the Maharaja 

were jealous that there was no violence under the administration 

of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra unlike other parts of Kashmir.  On doubts 

created by the jealous high ups at instance of the Maharaja, the 

then Prime Minister of the State Visited Muzafarabad, large 

number of people shouted Slogans “Prem Nath Dogra Zinda 

Bad”.  This also irked to the Prime Minister. Frivolous charges 

were concocted against Pt. Prem Nath to annoy the Maharaja. On 

basis of the report prepared, they succeecded and the Maharaja 

Hari Singh vide his order no. A-57/W of samwat Bikrami 1988-

1989(18 July 1932) retired Pandit Dogra prematurely. People of 

Muzafarabad who loved Pandit Jee from the core of their hearts, 

felt annoyed and resentful. At Nagin bagh Srinagar on 6th Sept. 

1932 a big gathering condemned this royal order and a Kashmiri 

poet Mr. Abduzafar Kashmiri, gave went to his feelings of hurt in 

these verses original in  Urdu and translated in Hindi.   





THE GREAT DOGRA        
 
 Shri Prem Nath Dogra was popularly known as Pandit ji. 
A legend and vintage personality.

 Gopal sachar, a vetran journalist, who had worked under 
the stewardship of Pandit Ji-1950 to 1972, in various capacites 
including incharge of Prakashan vibhag of the PP/ Pradesh BJS 
and editor of the official organs of the party viz Jai Swadesh, the 
Swadesh and Deepak, has observed that the Maharaja Gulab 
Singh had knitted the great Indian State of J&K. But it was Pandit 
Prem Nath Dogra who by his untiring efforts played a great role 
to make this State an integral part of India, more so in the removal 
of several barriers between this State and rest of the Country.

VISIONARY PANDIT-JI
 
 Pandit Dogra had a great quality of taking up any public 
issue with arguments. He always advised his colleagues and 
followers to be MUDLAL i.e. talk with arguments and reasoning.
                                    
 He was opposed to any kind of division or differential 
treatment on basis of religion, creed or colour. He termed the 
Two Nations Theory of Mohd Ali Jinah as obnoxious and 
dangerous as it divides people on communal lines and generates 
ill-will amongst people with different religious faiths.
 
 Pandit Ji was of the view that religious faiths are ways to 
worship God to seek peace, prosperity and tranquality. One can 
do so in a Temple, Mosque, Girja Ghar or elsewhere. But it cannot 
form the ground for nationhood or any other political identity. 
He was of the opinion that if religion is made a ground for such a 
division, where does India remains as this Country has 
numerous faiths to worship the almighty.

 He also used to assert that we the Indians had common 



culture. Our forefathers were one. We were living together. We 
are of the same blood.

 Shri Dogra used to emphasise that change of religion by 
any one, it does not mean that past or even blood was changed.
  He also had been arguing that if the religion can  be the 
ground for any nationhood, then the Muslims should have one 
country alone, the Buddhist their own one, the Christian should 
have formed their own one. But there is nothing like that.  

 Pt. Ji felt that division of India was ill conceived with a 
design.

(A) ILL CONCEIVED EDUCATION POLICY
 
 Far sighted Pt. Dogra was very clear in his perceptions. He 
was opposed to the Educational policy adopted by the National 
Conference/Congress Govt. of the State especially with regards 
to teaching of Urdu in Muslim majority areas and Urdu like Hindi 
in Devnagri script in Hindu dominated areas. He visualised that 
this would not only lead to communal divide but also in Hindu 
areas the younger generation would face of being ignorant of 
Urdu in Persian script and the learning of Urdu in Devnagri, 
would prove meaningless as Urdu being the State language. 
Similarly Muslims would be ignorant of Hindi, which is the 
national language.

 Pt. Dogra had been pleading for adoption of Urdu in 
prevailing Persian script as being the State language and Hindi in 
Devnagri in all the areas of J&K as it being the national language.
 
 But the suggestions were ignored with the obvious results. 
In all Govt offices and even in police stations the basic jobs like the 
posts of Patwaries, Munishies and that of Nazars are being 
manned mostly by Muslims even in Hindu dominated areas as 
Urdu knowing youths were not available. The Hindu youths are 



facing problems even at high level recruitment, so much so in 
appearing in KAS exams and also in Judiciary there is language 
problem as the basic record is in Urdu.

 Pt. Dogra had been pleading for adoption of both the Urdu 
and Hindi in the entire State as both being essential for practical 
purposes. Unfortunately the suggestions of Pt. Dogra were over 
looked. The results are obvious.
 
 He had also been emphasising for making the education as 
Job oriented to avoid the problem of unemployment.
 
 The only noteable suggestion which was agreed and that 
too in late sixties, was the adoption of NCERT books. Otherwise 
earlier much strange type of books were the part of curriculum. 
Even the Naya Kashmir, the manifesto of the National 
Conference   was included in the school books and erstwhile 
rulers were painted as cruel and totalitarians.

(B) ECONOMIC MATTERS:

 Pt. Ji had clear cut views on various economic matters. In 
and outside the Assembly he had been airing his views with 
reasoning.

 To overcome the growing unemployment, he had been 
emphasising for special attention to develop industrial and 
tourism sectors.
 
 He had been warning that the reliance on mere govt. 
services would not work to meet the challenges of 
unemployment.
                         
 About top heavy administration Pt. Ji had been cautioning 
the Govt. leaders that this leads to increased chances of 
corruption and various other problems. He was of the opinion 
that the lesser the Govt. and more the governance could be ideal.
                      
      In the industrial sector, he felt that separatist policies of the 



ruling leaders would prove a great hurdle as this would come in 
the way of outside investment. The lacking behind in growth of 
Industries, the State would face problem of Unemployment. 
More so, it would come to be a consumers State with little to 
deliver to come out of moras. Because of the separatist tendencies 
the State the industrial sector could not grow.

 For development in various sectors, he used to stress for 
exploiting the vast hydel power potential which was most 
needed for developmental activities.
 
  Pt. Dogra was critical of the Government leaders for 
ignoring the development of places of tourist interest in Jammu 
region under narrow regional considerations.  

VINTAGE PERSONALITY

 According to Shri Sachar, Pt. Prem Nath was a great 
Dogra. A remarkable soul. Patriot to core of his heart. He 
dedicated his entire life to serve the society in various spheres of 
life. He was noted Sportsman.  



An able Administrator 

A social reformer, Man with a vision, Faced great hardships for 
unity and integrity of country. Did not budge from his path even 
when many others were giving in under coercions and different 
kinds of pressures including jails in difficult conditions. He 
struggle hard for a cause viz removal of barriers between J&K 
state and rest of India.



FATHERLY  FIGURE - PT. JI
 
 The residence of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra always hummed 
with activity throughout his life. His place of living was taken by 
different people as their own house.
                           
 At many a times certain people used to sit around him 
even when he was taking his meals. Several persons quite often 
come to get settled their family disputes. And like a head of the 
family his advice was taken as a verdict to be honoured.
                  
  Several persons use to park their vehicles in the court yard 
of the residence of Pt. Ji without any objection.
                       
 Interestingly, Pt. Ji never had his own vehicle. He mostly 
used to walk on foot. Travel in buses and even on ponies to reach 
at far off places to address the meetings and rallies.
                      
   His routine was to have a long morning walk, several 
morning walkers felt proud to be in the accompany of this grand 
old man walking swiftly.
 
  In general after his morning walk, Pt. Ji used to sit in an 
open room to attend the visitors. Sometimes along with such 
persons he used to go to the civil Secretariat and other offices to 
get settled their problems. He was taken with respect by the govt. 
functionaries.
                                      
 Pt. Ji was a man of the masses. He not only attended to the 
problems of his party men and followers but also quite often the 
persons of opposing parties used to come to Pt. Ji to get their 
problems sorted out and he was readily available.
                  
  He took all the people as his own although this irked the 
activists of Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Janan Sangh. But he never 
hesitated to extend a helping hand to anyone who so ever came to 



him. So he was taken as AJAT SHATRU i.e. having no enemy.
                                                 
 In this regard Shri Dharm Chand Parshant, a senior 
correspondent of the PTI news agency in his tribute to Pt. Ji had 
recalled that once in Srinagar, he saw many Kashmiri Muslims 
gathered at the gate of the room of the Badshah Hotel where Pt. 
Dogra was staying. He questioned them that why they have come 
to this Dogra as he is a RSS man? But their reply was “Don't say so, 
he is a man of the God who takes care of everyone. 

(YEH TO KHUDA KA BANDHA HA JO SAB KAE SUNTA 
HAI)

Thus, Pt. Dogra was revered by all.

SOCIAL ASPECT
 
 Pt. Dogra used to receive many invitations for social 
functions. But he had made it a point to attend personally to 
receive the marriage parties at the time of marriage of a girl and 
sending congratulations to the family of a male.
                         
 He used to attend the religious gatherings not only that of 
Hindus and Sikhs but also of Muslims and other communities, 
not withstanding of his being the Prant Sangh Chalik of the RSS. 
Thus, he was conversant with the philosophy of many religious 
faiths also. Hence, his conviction was that no faith taught hatred 
but there are elements who abuse these to their petty ends.

AS LEGISLATOR
 
 The role of Pt. Dogra as member of the State Assembly was 
highly regarded even by his opponents. More than raising any 
noise he used to hear the views of others with rapit attention. His 
presence in the house was unmatched even when he had grown 
octogenarian.

          Pt. Dogra used to be quite critical and even sarcastic about 
the policies and drawbacks of the govt. but never attacked any 



individual. He mostly talked about policies with suggestions to 
rectify the wrongs.

AS THE LEADER OF OPPOSITION
        
 Once at the end of a session the then chief Minister Shri 
G.M. Sadiq had observed that if anyone had to learn the role of 
opposition he should follow Dogra Sahib.
                           
 Pt. Dogra was nominated and elected two times to the 
Praja Sabha (then State Assembly) in 1936 & 1942. He was also 
elected to the State Assembly in the General elections of 1957, 
1962 & 1967.

\

RELIEF WORKS FOR REFUGEES 
  
 Being a multi faced personality, Pt. Ji and his colleagues 
played important role in arranging relief to the uprooted people 
coming as refugees  from adjoining newly created theocratic 
Pakistan as also  displaced persons from Pakistan occupied 
Kashmir in 1947,1965, and 1971 invasions of the enemy.



 HELPING HAND TO FORCES 
    
  He also arranged helping hand to the security forces 
whenever they sought. The RSS activists under guidance of Pt. Ji 
played important role in raising an Airstrip at Jammu for landing 
of planes in 1947, when Pakistan had launched massive invasion 
to grab this State by use of force. He readily made available any 
help that was sought by the forces. 

 At times of natural calamities Pt. ji was always eager to see 
the needy get the helping hand.

EVIL OF UNTOUCHIBITY 

 Far sighted Pandit Ji unlike many others was of the view 
that it is a curse against the mankind. In 1932, when Maharaja 
Hari Singh announced Reforms including the opening of gates of 
Temples for all castes, Pt. Dogra felt the mere declaration would 
not work. The malady was deep rooted. He organised Brahmin 
Mukhia Mandal and also got strong entry in Santan Dharm Sabha 
which was not much supportive for eradication of the evil. At the 
same time he devolped friendly relations with the Arya Samajis 
and Harijan activists (Parcharks) to see the objective is achieved 
without tensions.
                
 By this approach Pt. Ji made the tedious task easier to 
eradicate the long old malady and many remember him for his 
administrative skill to sort out tedious issues in cordial manners.
       
 The Maharaja impressed by the approach of this great 
Dogra, made it also a ground for his nomination as a member to 
the first Praja Sabha in 1934. The Sabha was in a way first 
Assembly of the State.



LIQUOR A WORST EVIL

 Pt. Ji used to term the abuse of drugs, above all the liquor as 
a big evil. In course of his speeches especially in rural areas of 
Jammu, he had made a point to ask the people to refrain from 
taking liquor. Along with this advice, he used to explain the ill-
effects of such narcotics.

 In early fifties Pt. Ji had a strange experience. He was going 
on a pony to Plawanwalla in Akhnoor Tehsil. At Padli, a small 
locality near Plawanwalla some elderly persons were waiting for 
Pt. Ji. They stopped the pony and requested Pt. Ji to take “cold” of 
which the bottles were kept in the cold water of the tributary.

 After getting surprised, Pt. Ji smiled and asked these 
“hosts” to reach Plawanwalla and on return will be seen.
 
 To the surprise of many, Pt. Ji in his over 30 minutes 
speech, talked only against the evil of liquor and reminded the 
people that how the brave Dogras had made this big State of J&K 
and  what are responsibilities of their generations  to defend this 
State as part of India.
 
 This speech of Pt. Ji had a great impact upon the people of 
this entire Dogra dominated area. Most of the people left this 
“cold drinking” and during 1952-53, agitation for full integration   
of the State with India the largest number of Satyagrahis came out 
from this belt of the State to take part in the movement. And as 
many as eight people were from this area alone out of sixteen, 
who were martyred in that big agitation of 1952-53.

PROHIBION
 
 Pt. Ji almost in every session of the Assembly had been 
voicing for prohibition and listing the ills being caused by the 
increased consumption of liquor and other narcotics.
   Once in late fifties the then Prime Minister Bakshi Gulam 



Mohd. in the State Assembly when rejected the demand of 
prohibition on the plea that this State being as tourist one. Pt. 
Dogra retorted. “You do offer liquor to visitors but in Jammu 
come pilgrims to Vaishno Devi, they do not come for taking 
liquor”.           
                                        
 He felt that boozing is spoiling people more so, that of 
Jammu on many accounts. It is surprising that this ill still persists 
and harming many aspects of the life but for Erroneous reasons.

CARE FOR POOR AND AGED 
 
 Pt. Ji used to take care of the aged and handicapped also. 
He managed the services of some retired officers and others to 
raise Vridh Ashram at Ved Mandir, Jammu.
 
 To this end he had the dedicated services of Dr Prabhkar, 
Shri Ishwar Dass Mengi (who was popularly known as Master Ji 
as he was from Education Deptt.) as also that of some others 
including one retired DFO, Shri Khosla.
                    
 Pt. Ji was also trustee of some important Trusts including 
one that was known as Nard Muni Trust. Besides some places in 
Jammu, the Hanuman Mandir at Srinagar was also under this 
body.

Pt. Dogra with senior leaders at his Residence Kachi chawni 
after meeting



THE GREATNESS OF PT. JI 

            The greatness of Pt. Ji could be judged that he never hankered to 
amass any wealth or property despite holding several important 
positions in and outside the govt. His ancestral place known as 
“Pt. Ji the Kothi” remained open for all throughout his lifetime. 
Significantly even after 45 years of his death, this historic place 
still houses the office of BJP, which reminds of the greatness of the 
man who could be the Torch Bearer for those who want to serve 
the society and the nation in various capacities in a selfless 
manner.

Shri G. M. Karra, a senior Kashmir Muslim leader discusses 
a point with Prem Nath Dogra when he called upon at his 

residence in Jammu

This place also reminds to the visitors that how great he was. At 
the time of first death anniversary of Pt. Ji in 1973, the RSS leader, 
Shri Madhav Rao Muley in his tribute to Pt. Ji had stated.

FAULTY  LAND  REFORMS

 In 1950, the Sheikh Abdullah led National Conference 



Govt. under parochial consideration snatched the lands of the 
farmers and Jagirdars with attractive slogan of “Land to the 
Tiller.”
 
 These lands were mostly gifted during Maharaja Gulab 
Singh's time to those who marked bravery in actions in his 
campaign to knit the big State of J&K and also gave lands as jagirs 
to the heads of principalities who had surrendered before the 
Maharaja and gave up their sovereignty.

 It is noteable that before the creation of this State, there 
were as many as 22 principalities in Jammu region alone. And the 
Dogra saying goes: Bai Raj Pahar Dae, which Jammu 
Sardar.(there were twenty two small States in this region, Jammu 
was bigger one.)

PT. PREM NATH DOGRA OPPOSED THE SHEIKH'S MOVE 
ON MANY GROUNDS:
 
1).  He said that it is high handedness to deprive anyone from 
their ancestral or any other property without any compensation. 
If the principle of land to the tiller is to be applied then why not 
the bus and a truck should go to the driver and a factory to the 
workers and soon in other fields.
                                     
 But riding over the Wah-Wah and eulogiation from the 
leftists, the NC leaders and the time severs dubbed Pt. Dogra and 
his colleagues as reactionaries and agents of land lords, 
communalists and what not.
  
 Undeterred, Pandit Dogra came out with alternate 
suggestions that instead of resorting to unlawful acts and 
perpetrating anarchy, the govt. should set up industrial units, 
develop tourist resorts and create various jobs. But the new rulers 
did not bother and continued to divide the people on communal, 
caste and other lines.



 Pt. Dogra also opposed the much claimed Land Reforms of 
the “Progressives” by observing the measures adopted lack 
farsightedness as the Govt had first fixed the land holding limit 
182 kannals and then reduced to just 100 kannals.

 The situation thus created now well indicates that how 
visionary was Pt. Dogra as with the Passage of time the land 
holdings have been divided into small pieces because of the 
bifurcation of the families.
 Even the govt. own survey today reveals that over 95percent 
farmers in this State have come to as “marginal” which is 
uneconomic unit. This is not only affecting the economic 
conditions of farmers but also the entire agricultural pursuits.

 It is evident from the fact that food grains imports which 
stood at forty thousand metric tons in 1950, has now gone up to 
ten lakh tons. In addition over 15 lakhs of sheep and goats, cores 
hens and other food items to meet requirement, notwithstanding 
the slogans of self- sufficiency for which thousands of cores have 
been spent. 

ACROBATING  SHEIKH

 In 1949, the dispensation of Sheikh Abdullah arrested and 
jailed Pt. Prem Nath Dogra. The frivolous charge was that he is 
against Muslims, because many of them have left for Pakistan 
from Jammu areas. Hence, he was not only arrested but without 
any trial. Not only this, he was shifted to Srinagar jail to face the 
vagaries of severe winter.
 
 But the travesty of the happenings was that in 1938 when 
Sheikh Mohd Abdullah came to Jammu and at a gathering of the 
Dogra Sadar Sabha he had praised Pt. Prem Nath Dogra saying 
that he was a great secular officer. He handled the situation 
without resorting to any kind of repression as Wazir Wazarat at 
Muzaffarabad in 1931, when there was great oppression in other 



parts of Kashmir (Jammu and Kashmir).
                            
 But after the end of monarchy in the State, the same 
Sheikh, acted more despotic. To be adversary of the ruling Junta 
was taken as “enemy agent” and highly cruel treatment was 
extended in the jails.

 The charge against Pt. Ji was an obvious design to generate 
ill will between Hindus and Muslims of Jammu. And divide 
Jammuties on communal lines as also generate `hatred against 
Praja Parishad in the valley of Kashmir in Jammu and Kashmir.





Tribute in Hindi from RSS Sh. Madhav Rao Muley to Pandit Ji

iafMr th&,d vykSfdd O;fDrRo

 J)s; iafMr izseukFk Mksxjk th dk thou] vki ds 
;qx esa ,d vuks[kk O;fDrRo gSA ftl dky esa LokFkZ] 
ywV [klksV] Hkz”Vkpkj] /kks[kk/kM+h vkfn cqjkb;ksa dks gh 
lekt esa izfr”Bk izkIr gks ml dky esa fu%LokFkZ] lgn; 
ijksidkjh rFkk jk”VªHkfä ds Hkko ls Hkjk gqvk ifo= 
O;fDrRo D;k vklkekU; oLrq ugha \ ,sls Js”B 
/;s;oknh thoukn'kZ gh vkt dh ih<+h dks 
drZO;ijk;.krk rFkk ns'k HkfDr ds laLdkj nsus dh 

{kerk j[krs gSA  

 iafMr izseukFk Mksxjk th us ljdkjh mPp inksa ij dk;Z fd;k] uxj ikfydk ds 
vusd o”kZ v/;{k jgs] vusd lkekftd] /kkfeZd rFkk jktuhrhd laLFkkvksa esa dk;Z fd;k 
fdUrq muds bl fofo/k lekt lsok ds dk;ksZ esa fo'ks”krk ;g jgh fd mUgksus ;fRadfpr Hkh 
LokFkZ lk/ku ugha fd;kA uke dh pkg ugha j[khA os ,d v[k.M deZ;hxh FksA mudk /kj 
ekuksa lekt lsok dk dk;kZy; gh FkkA lHkh tkfr;ksa ds] lHkh ok.kksZa ds] oxksZa ds rFkk Lrjksa ds 
yksx viuh&viuh lHkh izdkj dh leL;k,a lqy>kus ds fy, if.Mr th ds ikl fnuHkj 
vkrs jgrs FksA iafMr izseukFk Mksxjk th lân;rk iwoZd lHkh dh ckr lqu dj mudks ;Fkksfpr 
lykg ,oa lgk;rk nsrs FksA mudk O;fDrRo bl rjg laiw.kZ tEew&d'ehj esa mudh e`R;q rd 
Nk;k jgkA eq>s muds O;fDrRo dh >Yd rc feyh tc eSa jk”Vªh; Lo;alsod la?k ds dk;Z ds 
fufeRr tEew x;k rFkk esjs vxzg ij mUgksaus m/kj ds dk;Z dk usr`Ro xzg.k fd;kA tgka mudk 
O;fDrRo vR;Ur rstLoh ,oa iz[kj Fkk ogka os nhunqf[k;ksa ds fy, thouk/kkj FksA dfBu ls 
dfBu izlax esa Hkh os viuk larqyu j[kus esa fl) gLr FksA viuh o`)koLFkk esa Hkh r:.kksa dks 
ekr nsus okyh r:.kkbZ mu esa FkhA ,Slk Fkk vykSfdd O;fDrRo if.Mr th dkA

 iafMr izseukFk Mksxjk th  ds thou ds lEcU/k esa ;g NksVh iqfLrdk fy[kh xbZ gS] 
;g rks Bhd gh gSA fdUrq blls larks”k ugha ekuk tk ldkrkA okLro esa if.Mr th dh 
lexz&touh  izdkf'kr gksuk vko';d gSA eSa vk'kk djrk gw¡ fd izdk'kd bl fn'kk esa vo'; 
lkspsaxsA
                 ek/ko jko eqY;s

ljdk;Zokg
jk”Vªh; Lo;alsod la?k] iz/kku dk;kZy;] ukxiqjA

Ref: Dogra, Prem Nath( ), Prem Nath Dogra Baavidh Vaykitatva (Hindi Edition)



Like his life being full of struggle, the 
Statue of this great Dogra also carries 
amazing problems created by ruling 
leaders of the congress- National 
Conference.
  
 The Jana Sangh had contested the 
civic elections in the capital city of 
Jammu with several promises in its 
manifesto. One of these was also to 
install the Statue of Pt. Prem Nath 
Dogra near Jammu Tawi Bridge.
   
 In wake of 1972 elections Vaid 
Vaishno Dutt got elected President of 
the Municipal Council. As per 
manifesto a life sized Statue of Pt. Ji 
got prepared but first the ruling 
leaders of the congress and later on 
the Sheikh Mohd Abdullah led 
National Conference created hurdles 
over the place of its installation.
                                             
  While this struggle was still going on 

there came the emergency on the night 
of 25 June, 1975. The National Conference   much talking about 
the autonomy of the State did not wait even for two hours and 
indiscriminate arrests were made. The Municipal council 
superseded and its president and some others were arrested and 
jailed. The Statue was placed under the stairs where it remained 
for about a decade in neglected position.
                                   
  In 1980 the MC elections were   held and Shri Ved Bajaj 
was again elected as President of JMC.

Story of the Statue



    In the meantime the Congress- National Conference fell 
poles apart. The Farooq led National Conference Govt. was 
defeated by the rebels of National Conference led by his brother-
in-law, Shri G.M.Shah became the Chief Minister with the 
support of Congress.

  In 1983-84, when Shri G.M. Bhaderwahi was the Minister 
in the Cabinet of Sh. Shah, Sh. Bajaj found opportunity and the 
Statue of Pt. Ji was installed at the promised place near Tawi 
Bridge.
                                       
  In the function, Shri Bhaderwahi also participated and 
paid tributes to Pt. Dogra recalling the services and popularity of 
Pt. Ji amongst people as an Administrator of Bhaderwah Jagir of 
the Maharaja. 
                 
 It is in 2016 the BJP MLA of Jammu East Sh. Rajesh Gupta 
by spending some lakhs of rupees from his Constituency 
Development Fund, got renovated the place around the Statue. 
This has given a charming look to the place and also to the Statue.

 Multi faced Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was a great sportsman 
also. He was a noted player of football during his college days at 
Lahore. To keep the memory of this sports person alive, the 
Pandit Prem Nath Dogra Football Memorial Club headed by 
Rajesh Gupta MLA organised a big Football tournament and 
officially the mini-stadium of Parade ground Jammu was named 
as Prem Nath Dogra Stadium.





PANDIT PREM NATH DOGRA 

J&K LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATE 1958

 Mr. Prem Nath Dogra: Sir, the Sadri-Riyasat's Address is 
under discussion for the last two days and many of the Hon'ble 
members have expressed their views. I also want to express my 
views on it. I have carefully studied the Address and reached the 
conclusion that the Address instead of making mention of 
achievements made by the Government and problems facing the 
people has given a faded picture of the last year's activities of the 
Government which are published either through press note or 
newspapers etc. the Address does not make any mention of the 
problems like unemployment, corruption and other anti-national 
activities being faced by the people. In the Address, a mention has 
been made about National Integrity and Solidarity. It also says 
something about the danger of conflicts on our borders i.e. we are 
facing Pakistan and china………  

 Mr. Speaker: The areas touching China and Pakistan and 
the matter of Defence and Foreign Affairs. Therefore these cannot 
be discussed in this House.

 Bakshi Ghulam Mohd: Sir, since the Hon'ble member 
belongs to a 2nd biggest party he may be allowed to speak on this 
also so that we could be able to know his views. No doubt, we 
cannot raise any matter relating to Defence in this House. Since 
the Sadar-i-Riyasat's address makes reference to a danger on the 
borders, therefore, he may be allowed to express his views.
 
 Mr. Speaker: No restriction has been imposed to discuss 
this question. I have said that the scope of discussion on this 
question is limited.

 Mr. Prem Nath Dogra: Sir, so far our borders are 
concerned, we are facing danger from two countries I.e. Pakistan 



and China. The vast area of our State is under the occupation of 
Pakistan enter the State territory and besides committing 
murders lift the cattle of the people. No action is taken against 
them. The victims are not paid any compensation what safety 
measures are being taken by the Government against this danger 
has not been mentioned in the Sadar-i-Riyasat's address. 
Similarly, nothing has been said about the danger posed by China 
as an aggressor. However, this danger is existing for the last so 
many years. The address says that we apprehend danger from 
china in 1959. I regret to say that it is not correct. The aggression 
from the Side is being repeated for the last five years and this has 
not been made known to the people. In the last session, I raised 
the question in this regard and the Hon'ble Minister for Ladakh 
Affairs had in his reply stated that the Government was aware of 
this aggressive activity from year 1954-55. The subsequent 
statements made by Pandit Nehru in the Parliament and the 
official documents also reveal that china had started constructing 
a road in our territory during the year 1954-55. It is a very 
important matter which is being concealed by the Government. I 
want to know whether our administration was working there 
and that a Minister was made incharge of this particular illaqa, 
then why we were not made aware of this danger in time. This is 
most regrettable. The territory of our State extends over 84 
thousands square miles. Our Government should atleast know 
the boundaries of our State. Such a failure on the part of 
administration shows the inefficiency. That is why our 
Government could not know the activities of the Chinese 
Government in our territory from year 1954 to year 1959. Now the 
china has occupied about 12.5 thousands square miles area of our 
Country. Sadar-i-Riyasat's Address does not indicate the steps 
intended to be taken to get back this illaqa. Thank God they have 
taken some steps to check the onward march of Chinese. 
Secondly, a mention has been made in the address about the 
solidarity of a Country. But it does not indicate as to how you 
want to maintain the solidarity. Whether the extension in the 
cabinet will maintain National Integrity. Earlier, there were five 



Ministers then their numbers started increasing and now there 
are 16 ministers but it is not know what benefits the people of the 
State are deriving from this increased number of ministers. These 
ministers are paid towards this fact. The important question 
relating to national Solidarity is that we should be represented 
properly in the Lok Sabha and the people of the State should be 
given a right to elect their representatives. At the present the 
Ruling party has nominated some six persons for the Lok Sabha 
and they too have been directed to sit in the Lok Sabha   with the 
congress Party. There by, they will be under the discipline of that 
Party. Are they our real representatives? I feel they are not. Sir, 
the true solidarity can be possible only when the people of the 
State enjoy those privileges which are enjoyed by the people in 
other parts of the country. In this connection the most important 
thing is that the people of the State should be given the right to 
return their true representatives to the Lok Sabha so that they 
could play their right roll in solving the problems faced by the 
country. I feel pleasure for extending the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court and the Election Commission over the State to 
some extent. But I fail to understand as to why you are afraid of 
sending representatives to the Lok Sabha through direct election. 
Complete accession of the State with India I necessary for 
National integrity. 6th of February is observed as day of 
accession. Due to heavy rains you could not celebrate this 
occasion during the current year. Contribution is made from the 
people. I want to tell you that the accession of the State with the 
Union of India was made by the Maharaja on 22nd October. I 
don't know how you observe this day on the 6th of February. Sir, 
the Hon'ble   members who used to sit with us have now crossed 
over to treasury benches. More than once I have stated that all of 
you are the chips of the same block. There was some annoyance    
among you which has not been removed. Sadiq Sahib while 
sitting on the opposition benches for four years has experienced 
the difficulties of the opposition. He often used to talk about these 
in the House. I would request him (Sadiq Sahib) that he will help 
us because he has himself experienced our difficulties provided 



he remembers whatever he has gained during this long period. 
We have some basic differences but we will always extend our 
full support to you in any effort made by the Government to 
defend the borders. I assure you that though I am too old I am still 
prepared to go to the border and give my life in defence of 
Country.

 Sir, the Government has framed rules for conducting 
elections to the Panchayats. Before conducting these elections it 
was decided that leaving apart the party politics only such 
persons who enjoy confidence of people and have good 
reputation should be allowed to be elected as the members of 
Panchayats. I felt very happy that the Hon'ble Prime Minister 
issued directions in this behalf. But I regret to say that actually it 
did not happen. The directions issued by the Prime Minister 
would not be implemented with the result grave irregularities 
were committed during these elections. So much to the ballot 
papers while counting were exchanged.

Bakshi Ghulam Mohd:  I will you please me name of a person, 
place and Tehsil, so that I could give you reply tomorrow. 

Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: it happened in Tehsil Samba.
 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohd: what is the name of that person?

Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: I don't know. However, I will tell you 
today after making an enquiry.

    The persons elected as the members of Panchayats are 
illiterate and any educated or reputed person is not permitted to 
be elected. Unfortunately, junior officers are appointed as 
election officers who can come under the influence and are forced 
to omit irregularities. it might may have come to the notice of 
Hon'ble Prime Ministers that elections are not contested on party 
basis but locals officers know everybody. They know the person 



having affiliation with the Praja Parishad, National Conference 
and the Democratic National Conference therefore; efforts are 
made to get the person belonging to the ruling party returned. It 
should not happen. I can say with confidence that the quantum of 
the irregularities committed during the recent elections is much 
higher as compared to the previous elections. It was announced 
in this House that person belonging to such communities which 
do not have representation   in the Panchayats would only be 
nominated. A Press note regarding these nominations was also 
released the names of persons nominated have not so far been 
announced, I will be in a position to tell you whether genuine 
persons have been nominated after the nominations are made. 
Huge amounts are being obtained from the Central Government 
for the developmental plans. Much has been said about the 
planning. But we have to see as to how much benefit have been 
derived by the people from these huge expenditures. It has been 
claimed that national income has increased to a considerable 
extent. But there seems no increase in the national income in the 
face of price rise. I had stated during the last session also that few 
persons have only been benefitted who have become rich. Their 
conditions have definitely changed. A commission should be set 
up to find out the increase registered in the national income. It has 
been done by the central Government, and I feel that the 
Commission has started functioning.
 
   Now I would like to say something about the corruption. 
A law has been passed for its prevention. While passing this law it 
was thought that it would lessen the corruption but on the 
Contrary this evil has furthered increased. Some drastic steps are 
required to be taken in this behalf, but I regret to say that it is not 
being implemented. Now it is said that a complaint should be 
lodged with the commission. If a poor fellow lodges a complaint 
by witnesses, which is not so easy for an ordinary man. The 
people are not yet prepared to encounter this evil.
 
 Bakshi Ghulam Mohd:  can you suggest some measures 



in this behalf?

 Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: you have close contact with the 
people. Therefore, it is not difficult for you to get information in 
this behalf.

 Bakshi Ghulam Mohd: sometimes I also get information 
but you should give your suggestions.
 
 Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: My submission is that you say 
much about eradicating the corruption, but practically do 
nothing in this behalf with the result the people get encouraged 
day by day.
  
 Much has been said about Agriculture and great 
emphasise given on the increase made in the agriculture 
productions by implementing various schemes. I would like to 
know the extent of increase so made and the place where it is said 
that double cropping will be introduced. But I want to know 
whether the resources required for this are available with us or 
not. Sardar Kulbir Singh has stated that an area of 14,480 Kanals 
has been brought under the double cropping and this experiment 
has proved successful.

(Note: some members were busy in talking each other)

 Mr. Speaker:  I will be forced to change the seating 
arrangement if the Hon'ble members do not desist from 
gossiping.

 Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: I am not prepared to accept this; 
the nature of soil differs from field to field. The soil of ten fields 
can be better than the others in the same area. So far as I know all 
the people are not enjoying the same facilities. A pamphlet has 
been released about the Agricultural activities, indicating the 
methods of double cropping. The pamphlet says that 30 maunds 



cow-dung and 12 kgs. Ammonia sulphate are required for one 
acre of land yielding double crop. May be the Director 
Agriculture might have obtained this much quantity of cow-
dung for experimental purposes but all the people cannot have 
this quantity of cow-dung. You know that the people of this ilaqa 
where this experiment is being done have very small number of 
cattle, because they do not have sufficient number of pastures. 
When there are no cattle, where from you can have cow -dung. In 
these circumstances, I am forced to say that these things are mere 
propaganda and nothing practical is done in this behalf. 
Necessary steps are required to be taken for providing 
irrigational facilities.

  Besides this, a law relating to consolidation of holding was 
passed but there is no staff to implement the same, before passing 
this law some persons should have been trained for this purpose. 
I have come to know that some officers from Uttar Pradesh are 
being imported. It shows the inefficiency in the Administration. 
There are so many officers working in the concerned department 
and few of them should have been deputed for training.

  We are getting considerable funds from the centre for 
opening of new schools but it has been found that most of the 
schools face difficulties due to inadequate staff and equipment. It 
will be useless due to inadequate staff and equipment. It will be 
useless to open Higher Secondary Schools if trained teachers are 
not deputed there for teaching purposes.
 
 Prices are shooting up day by day and no efforts are made 
to check the prices. It is no argument to say that people lying in 
India are also affected due to rising prices. The low Paid 
employees have been hit by price spiral. The Government 
sanctioned rupees five as dearness allowance in their favour but 
it is insufficient keeping in view their meagre income and rising 
prices. Much attention is needed to better the condition of these 
poor employees.



    Tall talks are made about socialism. But I could not 
comprehend what it actually means.

 Shri Mohd. Ayub Khan: It is our ill luck…..
 
Pandit Prem Nath Dogra:  The congress Praja socialist and the 
National Conference parties make tail claims of building 
socialistic pattern of society. While the fact is that nobody adheres 
to this ideology. We have to revive our own ideology and not 
have to toe the foreign Countries.  
Mr. Speaker: Your time is over, you please conclude your speech.

 Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: Yesterday some members 
evoked regional feelings. It surprises me to see the Hon'ble 
members giving rapit attention to Mr. Goni or some other 
members when he discusses backwardness of his Constituency. 
But when we talk of Jammu Province we are held accused of 
raising regional feelings. We received the same attitude during 
the autocratic regime. Little attention is being paid to the 
development of Jammu. Since the centre has accommodated the 
Government with adequate funds. I would request that more 
attention should be paid to the development of Jammu region.

  Tourism also figured in the discussion yesterday. Shri 
Ayub Khan in his speech revealed that 50 % of the funds are 
utilised for developing tourism in Jammu. To me this argument 
has not striken sound. Works which are carried out in Banihal or 
Kud are included in the developmental works of Jammu. If the 
Government is serious in developing Jammu, it should make 
efforts to promote tourism.

 Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: Sir, on a point of order. 
Unfortunately the allotment of time for a various members is 
such as do not allow us to express our views fully. My submission 
is that one or two points are raised here and deemed it necessary 
to answer the, otherwise I fear that if the misunderstanding is not 



removed, the people may have different expression our party.
 
 Mr. Qasim and other friends criticized some of the actions 
during the general elections. Since the time at my disposal is too 
short. I cannot cover all the aspects, yet I shall try to refer to some 
of the important points while replying their criticism. Although I 
feel that I may get the right occasion to dispel the doubts related in 
the House, still I fear I may not be able to answer their criticism 
point by point because we are always handicapped by the 
shortage of time. As such I would request the chair to fix at least 
half an hour for dissenting these points so that we may get an 
ample opportunity to make our stand clear. How strange it is that 
in this against whom the trade is made are not given the 
opportunity to make their position clear. It is said that in case the 
election problem of Kashmir is discussed and thrashed out, the 
country will lose Kashmir. I wonder how this will happen.

Voices: Kashmir will never secede.

 Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: Sir, it is what they say. All of 
you know that elections were not fare.

 Shri Ghulam Ahmad Mir:  Sir, I she making a speech or 
raising a point of order.
 
 Pandit Prem Nath Dogra: Sir, my intention is to draw the 
attention of Hon'ble Speaker towards the fact that we should be 
given enough time to answer the criticism directed against us. 
Here a queer procedure is in vogue i.e. whatever a man wants to 
speak, he goes on speaking caring least whether it has any 
relevance to the occasion or not. I have no objection if the criticism 
is made against my person but I will never put up with what is 
said about my party to discredit it in the eyes of others. We are in 
the field and our main objective is to fight for the cause of the 
Country. I warn them to refrain from making uncalled for 
remarks against our Party



PANDIT PREM NATH DOGRA 
15TH FEBRUARY, 1960 J&K LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

DEBATE
 
 Pt. Prem Nath Dogra: Sir, I intend to say many things 
about the address of the Sadar-i-Riyasat but a very little time is at 
my disposal so I would try to place a few things before the House. 
I hope to get some more opportunities during the discussion on 
the Budget etc and then I can go into details. At present I will 
come fine myself to the address. It has been mentioned in the 
Address of the Sadar-i-Riyasat that State's emotional integration 
with India has been completed. I admit that during the last few 
years much have been done to complete emotional integration of 
the State with India but to say that it has been completed so far 
from the truth. A few things have been done in this behalf which 
our party desired. Our party right from the beginning has been 
requesting the Government no to curb the rights of the people. 
We have all along maintained that our Constitution, our Flag and 
one president of the Country is essential fore the complete 
emotional integration of the State with India. Unless this is done 
the integration cannot be completed. I am not prepared to accept 
this. One important thing to which I would like to refer at some 
length is about the right of citizenship. This question at present is 
one of the biggest hurdles in complete integration of the State 
with the rest of the country. We enjoy Indian citizenship and thus 
we can join Indian Services, we can purchase property and can 
cast votes in India but those Indians who were living in this State 
since long are not allowed to purchase land or any other property 
here nor do they enjoy right to vote. This is the greatest hindrance 
to our integration with the rest of India. My second point is that 
the Lok Sabha is the highest democratic institution of the Union 
and is a sovereign body to it our State representatives are sent by 
indirect elections. This is another great hurdle in our emotional 
integration with the rest of the Country. The representatives 
nominated by the Government cannot accurately represent the 
cause of the people of this State because they cannot exercise their 



independent judgement regarding any question. It is therefore, 
necessary that the representatives of this State to Lok Sabha 
should not be nominated. As regards the flag it may be said that 
through the Indian flags are hoisted on the roof tops of the both 
the Houses, which is in Contravention of the basic principles of 
the Constitution of the land.

Hon'ble Prime Minister: This is our State flag.

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra: Normally every country has only on flag 
and this flag is also the flag of the ruling party.
      
 The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court has been existed to 
this State but the appointment of the judges of the High Court has 
been left in the hands of the Sadar-i-Riyasat according to the 
Constitution. His position is not similar to that of the Governor of 
the States. He is elected on Party lines so he is not an independent 
functionary. He cannot act against the wishes of the party in 
power. So long he is elected to his office by the majority party he 
cannot function independently. Similarly, the judiciary also will 
not remain independent. The definition of permanent member of 
the State. In the Constitution makes discrimination between rest 
of this State and citizens of the rest of India.  There is a big obstacle 
in the way of complete integration of the State with the rest of the 
India. For complete integration one flag, one Constitution and 
one President  is essential. Another thing which is very important 
and which I consider should have been mentioned in the Address 
it to the Chinese aggression. During the last session also we tried 
to raise this question but we were not allowed to do on the plea 
that it is a central subject. Now the question has been touched in 
the Address so I take this opportunity to ask the Hon'ble Prime 
Minister as to when the Chinese committed this aggression and 
was this fact brought to this knowledge. So far as my information 
roes, china was constructing a road in that illaqa since 1954, 
which they completed after two years. I want to know I f the 
Government was aware of this fact? There is a D.C., a special 



Minister for Ladakh Affairs and one advisor from the 
Government of India, who generally goes to Delhi after every 
fourth day. Now I want to know that inspite of the presence of 
such a large number of officers the Government could not be kept 
informed about the Chinese manoeuver during these four years? 
As this fact was concealed from us? Yesterday I was going 
through the speech of the Minister In charge which he delivered 
in the session of the National Conference. In that speech he has 
stated that he had come to know about Construction of road by 
Chinese as far back as 1954. Had our State Government informed 
the central Government about it or else they are giving us wrong 
information about it by the end of 1957 or in the beginning of 1958 
on seeing a Chinese map. From the map they realized that 
Chinese are creating trouble on Ladakh border and have actually 
occupied. Some areas were our Government sleeping over this 
matter for such a long time what were they doing at Leh. During 
autocracy there used to be a large portion of Ladakh is barren, but 
our grazers go to as far away pastures as Askaichin to graze their 
cattle. They had informed the Government about the Chinese 
manoeuvre on the border. What did the Government concealed 
this information? You have been constructing road from Kargil to 
Leh for last four years. Lacs of rupees have been spent on it but it 
has not so far been completed what have the Government been 
doing there. Now they saw the china has deceived our trust when 
the Chinese found our border un-protected they could not resist 
the temptation of incursion in our territory. These illaqas became 
part of our State under a treaty signed in 1842 and the border 
between the two countries was setting under simla convention of 
1914. My information is that the Eng….were in search of routes as 
far back as 1858 to defend this area from foreign aggression. The 
officers posted to this illaqa used to be tour of 20days at a time of 
the border areas during the autocracy and were properly looking 
after our border defences. No one wants to forward areas after 
1947. So far as I know, the Government informed in 1955 that 
people with communist leanings have entered into Ladakh and 
are carrying on propaganda in favour of their idea logy. Some 



time back the general Secretary of the Praja Parishad went to 
Kishtwar. There he was informed by some sheep graving that 
some communist have also entered Paddar. The prime 
occupation of these people is sheep and goat rearing and makes 
the then Padar salt lake. They said that this year they neither 
allowed to graze their sheep and goats nor to make any 
movement. The government was quick in refuting this 
Statement. A bridge between Kargil and Leh was set on fire which 
clearly showed that their existing some elements who favour 
Chinese advance into the State.  There exists also a party in India 
which openly sides with china. The Government have posted 
some officials to the post offices in the State whose function is to 
censor lectures addressed to me. Whereas that our government 
has such a large number of secret agents. It is strategy that for a 
considerable long time they could not unearth the Chinese 
aggression. China has occupied 8500 Sq miles of Ladakh at 
present.

  Sir, Ii was delighted to hear from the Hon'ble members of 
the House that they are prepared to make any kind of sacrifices 
for the defence of their country. Sir, it is easy to talk about giving 
sacrifice but it is quite a different and difficult thing to do 
something practically. I admit that they people are prepared to 
give any amount of sacrifice because they have a great sense of 
patriotism. However we have to prepare our country to face any 
eventuality. How can that be done?

 We have got a large number of Ex-servicemen. Some of 
these are of course old but those who are healthy can prove of 
great help in strengthening our border defence after a little 
training. It is for this Government to pay special attention 
towards this. Recently I read in a newspaper that the Government 
of India is going to give military training to fifty thousand girls. 
The conditions obtaining in our country are such that instead of 
young men the girls are being asked to go forward areas to defend 
our borders.



 Major Piar Singh: women forces are meant to maintain 
the internal security of the Country.

Mr. Speaker: Pt. Ji is referring to women but there is no woman 
representative in this House, who could have given a reply to hm.

Hon'ble Speaker: Pt. Ji is referring to women but there are no 
woman representatives in this House, who could have given a 
reply to him.

Hon'ble Prime Minister (Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad): No 
interference let him Continue.

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra: Sir, this in itself is not sufficient. Each and 
every citizen should be given proper military training.
 
Hon'ble Prime Minister (Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad): Pandit 
Ji was talking about some bridge which was set on fire. Where is it 
situated?

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra: I had referred to chagla bridge which ….. 
the Indus. I have read in some paper this bridge was set on the 
fire.

Mr. Speaker: there are only five minutes left of your time.

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra:  Sir, I bow to your ruling but permit me to 
say that in five minutes. I cannot do justice to the matter under 
discussion. no doubt the Government have enhanced the rate of 
dearness allowance of the Government servants but this is 
nothing in comparison to ever increasing dearness allowance 
with their basic pays so that their pension benefits would also 
have enhanced. We have already suggested that a committee be 
set up to check the soaring process in the State. In a meeting held 
at Srinagar we placed a few suggestions before the Hon'ble Prime 
Minister in this behalf. Increased dearness allowance has been 



granted to the Government employees in the active service but 
the pensioners have not been  given any benefit at all. Their 
allowances were enhanced from Re. 1 to Rs 1.50n. P. such an 
increase in their dearness allowance but had not to submit 
recommendations about the dearness allowance but had also to 
make recommendations regard in many other matters. 
Unfortunately the detailed report of this commission has not 
been placed before this House. I hope the government would 
place the report before this House. We can offer our suggestion 
only after studying the complete report of the pay committee.
 As regards floods, Kashmir valley was hit by flood only once 
during July, 1959. After that date a number of floods
 
 following heavy rains visited Jammu and a number of 
villages were completely washed away by that flood. The 
Government distributed relief among the July, 1959 flood 
sufferers but those who suffered loss after July flood were given 
no aid or relief, although the justice demands that those sufferers 
should have also been given some relief.
Hon'ble Prime Minister (Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad): Sir, we 
have given relief to the flood sufferers only but the case of those 
who sustained some losses due to rains are under consideration 
of the Government.

 Pt. Prem Nath Dogra: Sir, I would again submit that the 
losses sustained by the people of Jammu province due to rains 
cannot be adequately compensated. It is right that those who 
suffered due to floods should get some relief. The Government is 
framing a Master Plan in this behalf for which experts have been 
requested to scrutinize the schemes of flood control out my 
submission is that it will take time to implement the Master plan. I 
would request that immediate steps be taken to save those 
villages which are in imminent danger of floods.

Mr. Speaker: your time is up



     Sir, I would place my views before the House on various 
other occasions.

(Note: The Hon'ble member then resumed his seat.)

PANDIT PREM NATH DOGRA 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATE 1967:

MR.SPEAKER: There remain only 4 minutes.
 
 MR.ALI MOHD.NAIK: Some holds good with regard to 
the condition of hospitals in rural areas. There the government at 
present is sanctioning rupees three and half thousands for one 
hospital covering an area with a population of 40 thousand 
people. Therefore, I would request that this amount be enhanced 
so that the people are benefitted. A mention of Govt. employees is 
there in the Governor's Address. The Government should try to 
raise the standard of their living by increasing their salaries. This 
will enable the employees to discharge their duty honestly.

 It would also check corruption. It has been observed that 
our state. Government import officers for higher posts, but not a 
single officer from our state is deputed outside the state .I am at a 
loss to understand its reasons. This demoralizes the Government 
employees. With these words I conclude my speech.

 Sh. P.N. DOGRA: Sir I had no intention to express to my 
view points but since no Member rose to speak and the present 
situation obviously demands that I should say a few words 
regarding this matter, I therefore rise to speak. I shall also 
continue my speech tomorrow. The Governor's Address is at 
present under discussion in the house. These Addresses are 
usually discussed every year. This year this Address was read out 
twice in the House i.e in Jammu when the session was called for a 
few days. The address read out at that time and the present 
address is almost of a similar nature.



 Actually the address is drafted by the high officials and the 
Governor, thereafter, read it out. The address is designed to 
appreciate the policies of the Government. This appreciation is of 
the nature which a Mick woman would give to her milk saying 
that it is never sour. While this address was read out in the House 
I tried to see its reaction by reading the faces of those who sit on 
Treasury Benches and in public gallery as wells. The Members 
sitting on the Treasury Benches listened to the address with 
loving heart as there was not mention of the promises which they 
had held out with the common people. It pinches me say that the 
Government deserves no appreciation in this behalf. The 
members sitting on the Treasury Benches did not seem to be 
pleased with this address, which is regrettable.

 These members will always support your view points as 
you have provided them a chance to enter in this House from the 
back door without any contest. I will appreciate the good 
working of the Government and criticize its bad policies. It has 
often been observed here that problems are discussed but the 
decisions taken are never implemented. I would request Mr. 
Sadiq to get these problems solved.

 The first problem we face is regarding the elections The 
Government should have provided an opportunity to the act 
representatives of the people to enter this House. But all un 
methods were adopted during the course of elections. Almost 
one third of the total members here have been elected untested.  
This procedure is being adopted since 1947.All of know that at the 
formation of the first constituent. Assess the ruling party took all 
the 75 members from the National Conference party and no 
member from the opposition was include. It is in this context that 
at present we are facing numerous difficulties and we have not 
been able to check it. It would not have been so had the 
Government nipped the evil in the bud.

 We had many aspirations from Mr. Sadiq that he would 



take out State on the path of progress but this dream did never 
come true. The Government frames rules and regulations for the 
betterment of the people but if the Government itself violates 
these laws who could be blamed for that. I can quote hundred of 
such examples. You can very well see these violations in the 
Tehsils. I personally feel that these irregularities are not brought 
in the notice of the Hon'ble Chief Minister and if he is in known of 
these things then the action is not taken against the responsible 
authorities. Personally I can expose several such scandals.

 The Government is thus creating obstacles in the way of 
smooth administration. The miserable condition of the poor 
refugees of Poonch has already been clarified by Mr. Sahib. I 
would say in this connection that sixty to seventy thousand 
persons went to Pakistan where they were gurella warfare 
training. It clearly indicates that in the near future the Pakistan 
Govt. has found trained gurella within the State. When the said 
persons were allowed by our State Government to return to their 
houses, it was severely criticised. The Ministers at that time 
assured us that these people will be allowed to return under some 
set procedure.

 But this assurance was never implemented. Nobody cared 
to see whether they are coming back with some bad or good 
intention. Instead they are at present the favourities of the 
Government. Nobody dares to raise voice against them, instead 
poor innocent people are victimized under D.I.R.etc as they have 
no voice and they cannot stand against the pets of the 
Government. If these things continue, then it will not be possible 
for us to bring stability in our political setup. This State has been 
turned into a police state and everywhere police men are visible, 
may I ask the Government as to where our police force was, 
where was the law and order, on 7th June which brought a bad 
name to our State.

 It was a day when riots broke out in the city unchecked. 



This issue was also discussed in parliament. Christians all over 
the Country have stood against these riots. It is a fact that the 
Government has granted 1  to 2 lac rupees to them to reconstruct 
their churches. But I may say that they are not satisfied with the 
roll of the Government in this connection .It was argued that the 
police was demoralized when this situation arised .I would say 
that if our police is not capable to check such like happenings it is 
then regrettable.

 The police should not get demoralized by mere decision of 
a commission. Pakistan is busy in purchasing arms and 
ammunition which is posing a severe threat to our sovereignty. It 
will have an ultimate effect on our people. It is our duty and the 
duty of our Government as well to be faithful to our duties. We 
should convince the people in general that there is nothing to 
worry. It will enable us to go on without usual business.

 The present Ministers compel the Tehsildar and Deputy 
Commissioners to indulge in irregularities for petty matter. The 
services of low paid employees are misused by the higher 
authorities .Now influential persons always become victims and 
thus they never get justice. I will quote an instance of particular 
person who was allotted some plot of land. Another piece of land 
was also allotted to some second persons for residential purposes 
near border area but he refused to take possession as he did not 
deem it fit for the said purpose. The first person in whose favour 
some of allotment was made was then asked to give some of its 
portion to the person who had refused. When the concerned 
officer submits the papers for allotment with the remarks that the 
Land could not be allotted to such person under rules, the 
Minister exhibiting extra magnanimity relaxes the rules and 
issues order accordingly.

 But when the case is resubmitted to custodian. Generally, 
he gives his verdict that the Minister has no authority to lease the 
rules and if he has done so he has adopted a wrong procedure. As 



such many cases are spoiled. As a matter of fact the custodian 
general asks the concerned Tehsildar to have on the spot 
inspection of the case but he refused since the Deputy Minister 
compels them not to go there. When cases are dealt with in such 
manner, disputes are bound to arise. These disputes culminate 
into litigation and cases of miller. Consequently some get injuries 
and have to be taken to hospitals where doctors are requested to 
issue injury certificates which is most paying to them. Such like 
cases are numberless and this state of affairs is highly 
condemnable.

 Note:-At this stage the time bell rang and the Hon'ble 
Member resumed his seat.

 MR. SPEAKER: With this our today's business come to an 
end, we will meet here tomorrow on Tuesday at 9 a.m.

 Note:-The House then adjourned till 9 a.m.on Tuesday the 
8th of August, 1967.





,drk esa cy] QwV esa rckgh
¼ia- izseukFk Mksxjk dk e`R;q ls iwoZ ,d Hkk”k.k½

,drk esa cy gS vkSj QwV fouk'k ykrh gS] bl fl)kUr ij dksbZ nks er ugha gks ldrsA Hkkjr dk 
bfrgkl bl dk lk{kh gSA tc&tc ns'k esa ,drk fucZy gqbZ vkSj QwV us tUe fy;k rHkh ns'k ds 
'k++=qvksa dks vkØe.k djus dk volj feyk vkSj bu vkØe.kksa ds dkj.k gh ns'k dks rckgh 
dk lekuk djuk iM+k vkSj vUr esa QwV dk gh ;g ifj.kke Fkk fd ns'k dks lSdMksa lkyksa rd 
xSj eqYdksa dh nklrk dk eqag ns[kuk iM+kA

 Hkwr ds dBksj rF;ksa dks Hkqyk;k ugha tk ldrkA ̂ ns'k dh LorU=rk dh j{kk gksA QwV 
tUe uk ys ik,A ns'k&HkfDr dh tMs+ n`<+ gksa vkSj ns'k le`f) dh vksj vxzlj gksA* ;g /;ku esa 
j[k ns'k&O;kih ppkZ gS vkt jk”Vªh; ,drk dhA ewyHkwr bl iz'u ij fopkj foeZ'k djuk 
Hkyk gSA ijUrq fopkj foe'kZ ds lkFk vko';drk gS fd jk”Vªh; ,drk dks n`<+ djus ds fy, 
Bksl dk;Z fd;k tk, vkSj ;g Bksl dk;Z djus esa lkekftd laLFkk, jk”Vªh; ,drk dks lqn`<+ 
djus esa dSls vkSj dgka rd lg;ksx ns ldrh gS bl va'k ij fopkj djus ls iwoZ vo';d gS fd 
jk”Vªh; ,drk ds fy, mu lkj Hkwr ckrksa dks le> fy;k tk, tks fdlh Hkh jk”Vª dks jk”Vª ntkZ 
nsrh gSa vkSj ftUgsa viukus ls jk”Vªh; ,drk fLFkj cu ldrh gSA  

 jk”Vªh; ,drk dksbZ cukoVh oLrq ughaA ;g ,d Hkkouk gS tks le; dh vkfU/k;ksa 
vkSj le; ds ?kVuk pØ ds gksrs gq, Hkh ns'k okfl;ksa dks ,d nwljs ls tqnk ugh gksus nsrkA ;g 
Hkkouk dqNsd lkewfgd vk/kkjksa ij fuHkZj gSA ;g vk/kkj gekjh laLd`fr] gekjs iwoZt] gekjk 
,dek= bfrgkl vkSj vkSj gekjh e;kZnk,a gS lgL=ksa o”kksZa ls Hkkjr] dU;kdqekjh ls ys dj 
d'ehj rd] ,d ns'k pyk vk;k gSA ;fn le; ds pdz us dqN le; ds fy, bl dk foHkktu  
Hkh dj fn;k vkSj jktuSfrd nhokjsa gekjh ,drk dh jkg esa [kM+h dh xbZ rks Hkh LoHkko ls ge 
,d nwljs ls vyx u gks lds vkSj le; ifjorZu ds lkFk i`Fkdrk vkSj foHkktu dh js[kk,a 
Lo;a gh yksi gks xbZA
 QwV ds ifj.kke ns'k okfl;ksa us dbZ ckj Hkqxrs gSaA tc dHkh QwV vkSj i`Fkdrk ds 
fpUg mHkjus yxrs gSa rks izd`fro'k ns'k HkDr ijs'kku gksrk gS] ns'k dh ,drk cuh jgsA jk”Vªh; 
,drk n`<+ gks vkSj ns'k ds 'k=q ns'k dh Lora=rk ds fy, Hk; u cu tk,aA bl mPp mns'; dks 
ysdj lHkh vius vius LFkku ij fopkj djrs gSa] vkt tc ns'k esa jk”Vªh; ,drk ij fopkj gks 
jgk gS rks lHkh dk er gS fd lkekftd laLFkkvksa dks bl egku mns'; ds fy, egku dk;Z 
djuk gSA bl jk”Vªh; ,drk dh n`<+rk ds fy, gekjh f'k{kk laLFkk,a lc ls vf/kd ykHknk;d 
fl) gks ldrh gSA dkj.k fd ns'k ds Hkfo'; dk fuekZ.k bUgha f'k{kk laLFkkvksa esa gksrk gSA vkus 
okys ukxfjd bUgh laLFkkvksa esa fufeZr gksrs gSA mu dh cqf) dks ftl lkaps esa ge pkgsa <ky 
ldrs gSA ;fn izkjEHk esa gh jk”Vªh; ,drk dh Hkkouk buesa tkx`r dj nh tk, vkSj fo|kfy;ksa 
dks mu dh ns'k ds izfr ftEesnkfj;ksa ls ifjfpr djok fn;k tk, rks QwV ds dkj.k viuh e`R;q 

Last speech of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra before Death:



vki gh ej tk,axsA vkt cM+h vo';drk bl ckr dh gS fd f'k{kk laLFkkuksa esa izkjEHk ls gh mu 
vk/kkj&Hkqr e;kZnkvksa ls ifjfpr djok;k tk, ftu ij lgL=ksa o”kksZa ls ;g ns'k [kM+k jgk gS 
vkSj ns'k dj LorU=rk vkSj ,drk ds fy, bu cqfu;knksa dks vf/kd ls vf/kd n`<+ cukuk 
gjsd ns'koklh dk egku dÙkZO; gSA

 f'k{kk laLFkkuksa ds vfrfjä uxjikfydk,a] iapk;rsa vkSj vU; yksd lsok foHkkx 
Hkh bl jk”Vªh; ,drk dh n`<+rk ds gsrq egku dk;Z dj ldrh gS vkSj bu laLFkkvksa }kjk gekjh 
Lora=rk vkSj ,drk ds 'k=qvksa dh pkyksa ls Hkh turk dks tkudkj j[kk tk ldrk gSA

 ns'k esa fdruh ,slh laLFkk,a gSa tks ns'k HkfDr dh Hkkouk ls vksrizksr gks dke esa tqVh 
gSaa] fdruh lkaLd`frd laLFkk,a gSa tks bl ns'k dh mUufr ds fy, dfVc) gSa vkSj fQj vufxur 
/kkfeZd vkSj lkEiznkf;d laLFkk,a Hkh fdruh gh gSa tks vius&vius <+x ls vyx&vyx Lrjksa 
ij lekt dh HkykbZ vkSj dY;k.k ds dk;Z esa dfVc) gks dj yxh gSA
 vkfn dky ls gh Hkkjr dh egkurk jgh gSA brus fHkUu fopkj j[kus vkSj bZ'oj dks 
ekuus ds vyx&vyx <+x gksus ij Hkh] bu lc dks gh lekt dk vax ekuk gSA vfuok;Z 
dsoy ,d ckr gS fd lHkh laLFkkvksa dks bl izdkj bDëk fd;k tk, vkSj ,slh tkx`fr ykbZ 
tk, fd lHkh lc ls igys ns'k dks mPp ekus vkSj rn~ vuUrj vU; fdlh ckr dksA 

 ns'k esa dqN yksx ,sls Hkh gksrs gSa tks dqN ,slh 'kfDr;ksa ds gkFkksa esa ukprs gS tksfd bl 
ns'k dk dY;k.k ugha pkgrhA djksM+ks yksxksa ds bl ns'k esa bu yksxksa dh la[;k 'kwU; ek= gSA 
;fn ns'k okfl;ksa esa ,drk dh Hkkouk mtkxj jgsxh rks dksbZ Hkh cká ;k Hkhrjh lÙkk gekjh 
Lora=rk dks Hk; ugha cu ldrh vkSj ns'k le`f) ds ekxZ ij Lao; gh vxzlj gksus yxsxk vkSj 
vkxs ix c<+krk pyk tk,xkA

 jk”Vªh; ,drk dk dk;Z Hkys gh vkt dfBu nh[k iM++ jgk gS ijUrq vk/kkj dh n`f”V ls 
ns'k dh Lora=rk dks thfor j[kus ds fy, rM+iu vkt Hkh bruh gh lÙkkoku gS ftruh 
vktknh ls iwoZ FkhA ge us ns[kk gS 1962 esa phu us bl ns'k dh lhekvksa ij vkØe.k fd;k rks 
lkjk ns'k vius vkilh Hksn Hkko Hkwy dj ns'k j{kk ds fy;s ,d gks dj MV x;k fdlh us 'k=q 
dk i{k ysus dk lkgl rd ugha fd;kA blh izdkj 1965 esa tc ikfdLrku us tEew&d'ehj 
ij bls gM+i ysus ds fy, l'kL= ?kqliSfB;s Hksts vkSj cy ls Hkkjr ds bl Hkkx dks gfFk;kuk 
pkgk rks ns'k ds lHkh jktuSfrd] /kkfeZd rFkk vU; Hksn Hkwy dj ,d lqn`<+ jk”Vª ds :i esa 
lkeus tk MVsA

 dfBukbZ;ksa vkSj dfBu ijh{kkvksa ds bl le; esa lkekftd laLFkkvksa us fdruk 
Hkkx fy;k bls Hkh Hkqyk;k ugha tk ldrk] vr% jk”Vªh; ,drk dks vf/kdf/kZd lqn`<+ cukus 
ds fy, tgka vU; dbZ mik; iz;ksx esa yk, tk ldrs gS] ogka lkekftd laLFkkvksa ds dk;Z {ks= 
dks Hkh n`f”V ls vksHky ugh fd;k tk ldrkA 





Hari Wazir born in May 1927 became 
the first president of Praja Parishad 
when Praja Parishad was formed in 
November 1947.  Six months after his 
appointment as Praja Parishad 
President he got selected for the Short 

service Commission in Indian army. 
As such he worked in the capacity of 

Praja Parishad President for a period of six months.
 
  Hari Wazir met his fatal end in a Bear hunting 
expedition at on 3rdJuly 1953 in a forest near Ganderbal, 
Kashmir.

Hari Wazir

Lala Roop Chand Nanda was a leading 
lawyer and used to play important role 
in public activities. He gained 
significance in 1943 when in Food 
agitation on sept. 24, nine people were 
killed in police firing and the Maharaja 
had appointed enquiry commission 
which was head by Justice of Bombay 
High Court.

 Advocate Nanda along with Dr. 
Saif-ud-Din Kitchloo of Punjab and 
some other lawyers appeared before the 
commission to plead the public cause.

 On basis of findings of this commission two 
police officials were dismissed from service and the then Prime Minister Shri 
Haksar had to lose his job.

Sh. Roop Chand Nanda, Reasi



 The Rationing system was introduced. All this enhanced the stature of 
Advocate Sh. Nanda.

  Because of his services to the public cause in early 1949, Shri Nanda 
was entrusted the task to lead the Praja Parishad in a difficult situation as Pt. 
Dogra and some other were arrested & detained in Srinagar Jail.

 The then section 50 was imposed in the city to deny the Praja Parishad 
from holding meeting keeping in view this ban, a big public meeting was 
organised at Ragoora, in Jammu Tawi island area. This meeting was presided 
over by Ch. Mira Baksh.

 This successful gathering caused an alarm in the hierarchy of the new 
rulers.

  In 1949 Satyagrah movement seeking release of detained leader, Pt. 
Prem Nath Dogra was going on despite torture and excess to terrorise the Praja 
Parishad activists, the Govt. leaders as a tactic released Shri Nanda amidst 
several rumors. But to clear the air and keep up the morale of the agitators, Shri 
Nanda's elder son, Shri Madhav Lal took out a procession defying the 
prohibitory orders and courted  arrest the same day and suffered jail in terrible 
conditions. Shri Madhav remained in Jail till Pt. Dogra and other were 
released.

Sh. Madhav Lal Nanda (Advocate)
28-12-1928 to 01-06-1999

Beside his legal practice, Shri Roop 
Chand Nanda, prior to 1947 had 
acted as head of some social and 
political bodies including the Hindu 
Maha Sabha and contested elections.  



Shri Ruddar Mani Sangra of Kootaha Teh. Hiranagar
  along with Pt. Prem Nath Dogra

Sh.  Ruddar  Mani  
Sangra, a vetran 
s o c i a l  a c t i v i s t ,  
belonged to village 
Kootaha ,  Tehs i l  
Hiranagar, District 
Kathua. He was 
a p p o i n t e d  a s  
President of J&K 
Praja Parishad in 
m i d d l e  o f  1 9 4 9  
s a t y a g r a h  
movement when the 
S h e i k h   M o h d  
Abdullah supported 
by Shri Jawahar Lal 
Nehru had let lose a 
reign of terror the 
then Praja Parishad 
P r e s i d e n t  w a s  

forced to resign.
 

  After Sh. Ruddar Mani was appointed President, he was 
arrested alongwith his colleague, Thakur Baldev Singh Advocate. 
They were jailed under section 3, which was notoriously known 
as “Dafa Tun” as many were jailed without trial. Thakur was 
lodged in solitary Cell No 1 and Sh. Sangra in Cell No. 2 the entire 
family of Sh. Sangra took active part in all the movements of Praja 
Parishad and Bharatiya Jana Sangh. They faced cruelties and 
concisions with great courage. In the photo Sh. Ruddar Mani is 
seen with Pt. Premnath Dogra in October 1949, after Pandit ji was 
released from jail.  





Gopal Sachar when he was released from Jail  in 1949

Born on 17 July, 1927. Came in contact with senior 
Praja Parishad leaders at Raghunath Pura, Jammu 
in early 1949. They used his living place in Jammu 
as a hide out. Was given the task to prepare hand 
written cyclostyled wall posters which were titled 
as Lok Bani and Akash Bani.

 Was arrested thrice and jailed but in 1949 
Satyagrah was badly beaten and then to terrorise 
was lodged in Central jail Jammu in a solitary cell 

meant for convicts of death sentence. Faced horrible conditions for over 
three months. At the end of agitation in early October 1949 was released 
but lost his Govt. Job.

 Again in 1952-53, agitation was entrusted the task of handling 
publicity matters by remaining underground for over six months.  Was 
declared an offender besides three others. In February 1953, was 
arrested from a hide out and lodged in a solitary room overlooking the 
Jogigate Shamshan Ghat. The then police lines were located near 
Jogigate Jammu.

 After about a week attempts were made to shift him to Srinagar 
by air along with three others, but for his resistance for two days despite 
being hand cuffed behind the back, the pilot of the Dakota Plane 
declined to air lift this “dangerous” passenger to Srinagar. On this the 
angry policemen lodged him in a dirty lock up of police Station Saddar 
located near Gummat Gate Jammu.  But because of the rumor had 
spread that the young boy had jumped out of the plane; many people 
began to gather to see him.

 After some hours from police station was again shifted to the 
solitary room of the police lines where he was kept earlier.
  On opening the land route to Srinagar, was taken to Srinagar Jail 
in the third week of April in a heavily guarded jeep. Both hands were 
handcuffed, on reaching near Srinagar both hands were hand cuffed 
behind the back.



 In Srinagar Jail, was lodged in Kuker khana adjacent to main 
Iron Gate of the jail where already senior Praja Parishad leader Shri 
Rishi Kumar Koushal and his colleague Shri Faquir Chand of Katra 
Vaishno Devi were lodged.(This Kuker khana was meant for raring 
hens and cocks of the jail officers but this was taken as some better place 
than inside conditions created in Jail). This was obiously done to keep 
them away from other activists to avoid trouble inside jail.
 
 On May 12, 1953, after the arrest and taking Dr. S. P. Mooker Ji to 
Srinagar, all the three were shifted to Zanan Khana, the place for 
lodging women arrested and convicted were lodged. 

  In this place already about 25 other Praja Parishad activists were 
kept.
  All the Satyagrahis and other activists were brought back to 
Jammu and released in first week of July at the end of agitation.

   For Sachar was problem of employment but at the suggestion of 
Pt. Ji, he was entrusted various duties in PP office especially, the 
publicity matters. He worked in various capacities including the editor 
of the party organs. Vig The Jai Swadesh, The Swadesh and the Deepak- 
all Urdu/Hindi weeklies. 

  But some months after the demise of Pt. Ji in 1972, left the party 
work and took up the working of an independent Journalist and 
worked for many newspapers as also for two news agencies including 
the Hindustan Samachar (yugvarta) and also helper for UNI from 1984 
to 2001. 
Still associated with some papers and write for them even at the age of 
90+.

 Notwithstanding the commitments pledged in the National 
Conference bible, the Naya Kashmir, to ensure freedom of speech and 
that of press, how difficult was to publish a paper, the editor of the Jai 
Swadesh had listed some details in its first editorial of the weekly dated 
September 13, 1955, that how long took it to get the permission for its 
publication and even to take the course of the court.



The front page of the first issue of the Jai Swadesh 
their official organ of the Praja Parishad 

Dt. 13 September 1955         



MESSAGE OF PANDIT JI

  

 At the time of  launching the party organ Urdu weekly “The Jai 

Swadesh” the following observations were made by Pt. Prem Nath 

Dogra as President of Praja Parishad.

  “The path of true nationalism, which we have adopted, is no 

doubt lengthy and cumbersome but ultimate  victory  would be ours”.

                            

 Ridiculing the charge of leftists that the Praja Parishad is trying 

to exploit the working classes, Pt. Ji maintained that: 

                            

   “We want to give people the both Ram and Roti and see that 

they should act as per their faith for peace and also have work to earn 

for prosperous living”.

    In 1957 when the elections to the first Legislative Assembly 

were held the party capture 5 seats the election results provoked angry 

protests from the Party National Conference  rigged the elections and 

manipulated the results so that it could get the majority he charged the 

Govt. unfairness, bungling and mismanagement. Similar problems 

were always created for holding meetings and rallies.

  In 1959, the Praja Parishad held its annual meet on 2,3 & 4 April 

but for seeking the permission for use of loud speaker and that of the 

ration, the chief of the Organising Committee Shri Shayam Lal Sharma 

had to meet repeatedly with the then Prime Minister Bakshi Ghulam 

Mohd. In 1962 Praja Parishad capture 3 seats of Legislative Assembly 

and 1964 Party merged with the Bhartiya Jan Sangh.





Col. Peer Mohammad Khan

(09-09-1892 to 23-01-1982)

Was a nationalist from core of his heart.  In 
1947, after the evil designed division of 
India, theocratic Pakistan came up in the 
neighborhood of J&K. The virus of 
communal frenzy started causing problems. 
To grab the State by force the Pak leader 
launched a massive invasion with the armed 
tribesmen supported by their Army.

  In the communal frenzy thus caused, 
many of the men of the army and police 
betraying the Maharaja joined hands with 

the enemy. But Col. Peer Mohammad Khan and others stood like a 
rock to check the advances of the invaders.
 In wake of the signing of the Instrument of Accession and the 
landing of the Indian troops in the State, an emergency dispensation 
led by Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah was formed.  Col. Khan was 
entrusted the task which also included that of re-organsining the 
security setup. He did a commendable job and organized J&K 
Militia and Cadet Corps to extend a helping hand to the Indian 
Forces and guarding the vital installations.

  Col. Khan was an associate of Pt. Dogra after his term in the 
Govt.

 In 1972, after the demise of the Pt. Ji a serious situation was 
developed in the Pradesh Bharatiya Jana Sangh as certain 
prominenet activits of the party fall prey to the machinations of the 
Jana Sangh adversaries. Many party leaders approached Col. Khan 
to head the Pradesh unit. Thus, he was elected as President of the BJS 
in this State.

      He held this office for about three years and worked to 
strengthen the Party. 





Shri Shayam Lal Sharma 
Vice President of Praja Parishad

In addition to suffering jail for several months 
along with Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, Shri Shayam 
lal Sharma served the  Praja Parishad 
/Bharatiya Jana Sangh in various capacities 
including the vice-President of Pradesh 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh  and earlier chief 
organiser of the Praja Parishad.

  Basically being an educationist, he also 
acted as Head Master of the SD Sabha High School, Jammu.

 Being a literary figure, he worked for promotion of Dogri 
and took keen interest in compiling of Dictionary of the Dogri 
Language.
                       
 His wife Smt. Shakti Sharma was also an educationalist. 
She served in the college for women as professor and then the 
Principle.  She played her important role in looking after the 
families of the arrested and jailed persons during the Praja 
Parishad movement.

Sh. Durga Dass Verma was most important man 
during the Praja Parishad agitations. He was 
Incharge viz Dictator during 1952-53 big agitation. 
He topped the list of first four Praja Parishad 
activists who were declared offenders and special 
police teams were organized to arrest him. Sh. 
Verma remained General Secretary of the Praja 
Parishad from 1949 to 1954. He had attained a big 
name during this period. 

(28-02-1919 to 09-02-2000)
Sh. Durga Das Verma, General Secretary J&K Praja Parishad

(Underground hero of the Movement 1952-53)



Sh. Bhagwat Saroop 

Hailing from Rahon in Punjab, Shri Bhagwat 
Sawrop came to Jammu after his graduation as a RSS 
Parchark in mid forties and served in various 
capacities, mostly the organising Secretary in the 
Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana sangh  and then 
BJP. 

 
 His dedicated services were the longest for over 60 years and 
that too without any Political ambition of getting elected to any 
Constitutional or Govt. body. For this self-less service Bhagwat 
enjoyed great respect amongst the activists.

 Bhagwat's services in Praja Parishad /Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh/Bharatiya Janta Party can be observed unmatched as a 
humble worker with great dedication starting from early forties till 
the early years of the new century. He was a person who always 
tried to keep the activist united when ever and where ever there 
were fissures. He had played great role in building the organisation 
of the nationalists and was arrested in 1952-53 in a police raid at a 
hide out and was put under interrogation for months

Dr. Om Parkash Mengi
16-01-1918 to 14-11-2009

 Dr. Om parkash Mengi was a quite noble soul basically he 
was devoted to the cause and philosophy of RSS and 
worked for it even in last days of his life. He was appointed 
as General Secretary of Praja Parishad in 1955, when some 
important functionaries were getting strayed because of 
corrupt and other tactics were being employed by ruling National 
Conference leaders to weaken the opposition especially the nationalists. 
Dr. Mengi played an important role in checking the wrought.  

   His wife, Smt. Sudesh Played important role in organizing the 
women teams to visit New Delhi and other places in the country to apprise 
countrymen that what type of cruelties are being inflicted upon the 
satyagrahis after their arrest. 



Being an expert in law matters and a gentle man, 
originally in the Praja Parishad. Shri Mulkh Raj 
Pargal came out as a front line activist in Samba and 

was elected as Chairman of the town Committee and 
was also the member of the Pradesh executive.

 Sh. Pragal was an important functionary of the RSS and 
also a leading member of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra Memorial Trust.

State Secretary of Praja Parisad
(Died on 04-02-2017 at the age of 92)

Late Sh. Mulkh Raj Pargal 

Sh. Roop Lal Rohmetra

Born in border Village Mule Chak of R.S. Pura 
Tehsil in District Jammu, on November 14, 1922, 
Shri Rup Lal Rohmetra comes of a respectable 
family. His father Shri Sukh Ram was a well known 
figure of the area.
 
Sh. Rup Lal completed his graduation (B.Sc.) from Prince Of Wales 
College Jammu and joined RSS as parchark in early forties. He looked 
after the RSS activities in Reasi and Udhampur areas.
                                 
Along with other prominent activist, Shri Rup played his role in 
providing relief to the refugees from adjoining Punjab and Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir under leadership of Pt. Dogra. He was amongst the 
founder members of the Praja Parishad and was also arrested in 1949  
Satyagrah  movement  of  the  party.
                          
Shri Roop Lal played important role in 1952 student's agitation on the 
issue of the flag and also during big movement of 1952-53.He suffered 
jail in difficult situation for months.
                                            
 In 1958, Shri Rup Lal shifted to Delhi and settled there with his family. 
He worked there in various capities in the RSS and his family supported 
him in the nationalistic activities. His children are playing their role in 
various capities to serve the society. 



IST ELECTIONS 
OF 

LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY 
CONTESTED

 BY 
PRAJA 

PARISHAD 
ACTIVISTS 
IN 1957 



PRAJA PARISHAD BOYCOTT THE CONSEMBLY 
ELECTION IN 1951 BY GIVING THE REASON 
THROUGH MEMORANDIUM TO PRESIDENT OF 
INDIA ON  8TH OCTOBER 1951.

 But in 1957 Praja Parishad decide to contested the election 
of legislative assembly and contested on 20 assembly seats in 
Jammu Province and five candidate  elected as under.

1. Mr. Mahesh Chander from Basholi constituency securing 
votes 9085 defeated his rival Mr. Mahant Ram of N.C who 
secured 5846 vote out of total electorate 28642 votes.

2. Pt. Prem Nath dogra from Jammu Constituency secure 
votes 9961 defeating his rival Krishan Dutt Raina of N.C who 
secured 4746 vote out of total electorate  22277 votes.

3. Sh.Thakur sachdev Singh From Akhnoor Chamb 
Constituency Securing vote 12782 and defeated his rival Ram Lal 
of N.C who secured 12745 votes out of total electorate  48694 
votes.

4. Sh. Sat Dev of reserved seat from Akhnoor double member 
constituency securing votes 13500 and defeated his rival Mr. Shiv 
Ram of N.C who secured 12251 votes out of total electorate  29181 
votes.

5. Sh. Rajinder Singh From Jammu Tehsil Constituency 
securing vote 10162 defeated his rival Mr. Ram Saran Dass of N.C 
who secured  9864 votes out of total electorate 43884 votes.

THE CANDIDATES WHO CONTEST NOT EFFECT BUT 
GOT 2ND POSITION 

1. Sh. Dhian Singh from Billawar constituency secured 4376 
votes and Ram Chand Khajuria was elected by securing of  8624 



votes out of total electorate 24187 votes.

2. Sh.Chaggar Singh from Kathua constituency secured 4628 
vote and Major Piar singh elected by securing 10993 vote out of 
total electorate 22312 votes.

3. Thakur Baldev Singh from Jasmergarh (Hiranagar) 
constituency secured 5250 votes and Girdhari Lal Dogra was 
elected by securing 15319 votes out of  total electorate 28338 
votes.

4. Master Dhian Singh from Samba constituency secured 
5979 votes and Mr. Sagra Singh of N.c was Elected By securing 
9414 votes out of total ecectoral 25862 votes.

5. Sh. Shiv Das from Nowshera constituency secured 4795 
vote and Krishan dev Sethi of N.C  was elected by securing 15747 
votes out of total electorate 29616 votes.
6. Sh. Hans Raj From Ram Nagar constituency secured 717 
vote and Sh. Hem Raj Of N.C was selected by securing 4965 vote 
out of total electorate 26444 votes.

7. Sh. Paras ram from Udhumpur constituency secured 6876 
votes and Sh. Amar Nath of N.C was elected by securing 7183 
votes out of total electorate 24556 votes.

8. Sh. Shiv Charan Singh Lander Tikri constituency secured 
7621 votes and Sh. Moti Ram Baigra of N.c was elected by 
securing 7880 votes out of total electorate 24266 votes.

9. Sh. Kashmiroo Ram from reservd constituency (Double 
member Constituency) secured 4130 votes and sh. Milkhi Ram of 
H.M. was elected by securing 11077 vote out of total electorate 
24768.

10. Sh. Raghunath Singh from Bishnah Samba constituency 



secured 11164 votes and Sh. Ram Piara of N.C was elected by 
securing 18695 votes and out of total electorate 40196 votes.

11. Sh. Swami Raj Bhaderwah constituency secured 4537 votes 
and Sh. Chuni Lal of N.C was elected by securing 10524 votes out 
of total electorate 25447 votes.

12. Sh. Abdul Rehman from Bhallesa-Bunjawah constituency 
secured 2712 votes and Mr. Goni of N.C Was elected by securing 
10057 votes out of total 20944.

13. Sh. Labhu Ram From Ramban constituency secured 1443 
votes and Mr. Assadullah Mir of N.C Was elected by securing 
19664 votes out of total electorate 24026 votes.

T H I S  H I S T O R Y  S H O W S  H O W  M U C H  T H E  
CONTRIBUTION OF PRAJA PARISHAD AT THAT TIME





Was known for his good oratory and skill of mass 
contact to serve the people. By virtue of his qualities 
of leadership, Shri koushal was elected thrice to the 
state Assembly form Reasi         
Constituency despite heavy odds.   

  His life sketch makes an interesting reading. Left 
college educational in 1945 to become whole time worker (Parcharak) 
of RSS Served in R.S.S. for about 8 years during 1947 worked for 
rehabilitating and providing relief to the up–rooted persons of Rajouri 
and Reasi Tehsils. Founder member of the Praja Parishad in 1947; 
General Secretary of organization 1958-67, President Bepor Mandal 
Reasi 1951-53; Elected Chairman T.A.C. Reasi 1954-61, Member G.C, all 
India Jan Sangh; Elected first time member to legislative Assembly in 
1962; was whip of the Jan sangh legislature Group 1962-67. 
  
 Member assurance Committee; Member land commission 
1962-68; member transport committee 1964; Pradesh General Secretary 
Jan sangh 1969-72; closely associated with the provinicial and local 
sanatan Dharma Sabha activities.

Shree Rishi Kumar Koushal
(1926-2017)

(22-12-1922 to 07-05-2016)

Thakur Sahdev Singh
 EX MLA Praja Parishad (1957)

Sehdev Singh was a dedicated worker of the RSS 
since he was a student of the Prince of Vales 
College Jammu. Belonging to Dadora village 
near Joudian in Jammu District was having very 
simple living although he belonged to a well to do family.
 
 He played significant role in organising people to take part in 
Praja Parishad agitation of 1952-53. His areas of activities were mostly 
Sunder Bani, Naushera in addition to Joudian-Akhnoor. Shri Sehdev 
Singh was elected to the State Assembly in 1957 elections from 
Akhnoor-Joudian, the then Double member Constituency along with 
Shri Sat Dev and served the people with devotion.  



Sh. Sat Dev MLA 
Praja Parisad J&K (1957-62)

Sh. Sat Dev was elected to the State 
Assembly from Akhnoor double 
member constituency along with Shri 
Sehdev Singh in 1957 elections. As a 
noble activist of the Praja Parishad, he 
served the people with great zeal and 
in a selfless manner.
Sh. Sat Dev also took keen interest in 

raising the problems facing the people, 
especially those of Kandi and backward 

areas in the Assembly.

Sh. Rajinder Singh Jamwal 
Ex-MLA Praja Parishad (1957)

Rajinder Singh was dedicated activists of 
RSS and a founder member of the Praja 
Parishad. Belonging to Jindrah Village 
Jammu Tehsil Jammu, he played a great 
role in organising the party units in the 
entire belt and took keen interest in 
recruiting Satyagrahis and remained under 
ground for several months to avoid arrest as per instructions 
from the Dictator of the agitation.

 During 1959 Assembly elections, Sh. Rajinder singh was 
elected MLA from the Double Member Constituency of Tehsil 
Jammu. He was quite popular activist.
   
 Later in Seventies he shifted from Jindrah to Mishriwala   
in the same Tehsil. He remained dedicated to the cause of the 
nationalism and also worked cooperative movement.    



Senior Leader of Praja Parishad and elected MLA
by election and then Member Parliament in 1977

Lt. Thakur Baldev Singh Ji

A prominent lawyer by profession 
Thakur Baldev Singh was taken as a 
strong person in public dealings.
                      
 Born in the border village of 
Snoora  in  Tehs i l  Jasmergarh  
(Hiranagar) in Kathua District, his 
elders were known as great warriors 
and in difficult days after the creation 
of hostile neighbour Pakistan the 
villagers led by the members of this 
family defeated every attack of raiders 
even in difficult days of wars of 1965 & 
1971.
                         

 Baldev singh was arrested several times 
during Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh movements and faced 
jails. He was close associate of Pt. Dogra and held important positions 
in the Praja Parishad /Bharatiya Jana Sangh/Bharatiya Janta Party.
                           
 In 1977 Lok Sabha elections the Janta Party gave its mandate to 
some discredited person. As many of the activists were annoyed. At 
their be hest. Thakur Baldev Singh contested Jammu-Poonch Lok 
Sabha seat as an independent candidate and defeated the candidates of 
National Conference, Janta Party and others with a thumping majority. 
His election campaign was spear-headed single handed by the veteran 
Lala. Jagat Narayan of Punjab who was the chief of Punjab Kesri /Hind 
Samachar group of papers.
 
 Shri Baldev Singh was a great protagonist for abrogation of 
Article 370 granting separate status of J&K. He also represented the 
Hiranagar Constituency in the State Assembly 1987-1990.



Was an Advocate after completion his law 
Graduation and held important positions in Praja 
Parishad and Bharatiya Jana Sangh. He was incharge 
of publicity matters outside the State during 1952-53 
agitation and was arrested at Hyderabad but was 
released under Madras High Court order after 

remaining in detention for about two months.

   Shri Balgotra was also linked with some social Organisations 
and was elected twice to the State Legislative Assembly from Jammu 
city in 1967 and 1977.  He also got elected as councillor to then M.C 
Jammu from ward No.1 in 1956 civic elections.

Sh. Ram Nath Balgotra, Ex. MLA

Master Dhian Singh

Master Dhian Singh belonging to Guraha 

Slathian Tehsil Samba was basically a 

teacher and closely associated with 

RSS/Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 

Sh. Dhian Singh M.L.A became popular 

amongst the people when he resigned from 

the Govt. Job along with his esteemed 

colleagues Th. Jerman Singh, Sh. Jagdish Raj 

Sharma and Sh. Surinder Nath Khajuria who 

jumped into the fray with their resignations 

during great movement of Praja Parishad. The people rolled up their 

sleeves and in a jiffy the whole village was transformed into battle field 

and came to known as “Chitor Garh”.  

   In 1977 elections as the newly formed Janta Party gave its 

mandate to certain persons who were not liking to the activists, Master 

Dhian Singh contest Samba Assembly seat as a candidate of Janta Front 

and won the election with a big margin. He took keen interest in the 

development works.



Senior Leader of Praja Parishad from Udhampur
(02-03-1925 to 15-03-2008)

Lala Shiv Charan Gupta 

Udhampur had a 
strong unit of Praja 
P a r i s h a d  w h i c h  
played an important 
role during all the 
agitations including 
tha t  o f  1952 -53  
movement. There 
were several leading 
lights that were 
arrested and shifted 
to Srinagar where 
they were lodged in 
difficult conditions 
including the Zanan 
Khana.
                         
 T h e y  a l s o  
included Shri Dina 

Nath, Shri Paras Ram 
Pichiala and others from 

Udhampur and other places of the District. During the agitation 
and afterward, Shri Shiv Charn Gupta played an important role. 
Born in March, 1925. Sh. Gupta was an in dominant personality 
and popularly known as Thakur amongst his admirers.

 He held various positions in the party. He was elected 
thrice to the Legislative Assembly from Udhampur area and 
remained BJP group leader also. He took keen interest in the 
developmental works of Udhampur and other areas. Shri   Shiv 
Charan played his role in various social and traders bodies.



Leader of Praja Parishad to Jan Sangh and 
Bharitya JanataParty

Prof. Chaman Lal Gupta From Jammu 

Born on 13th April 1934 in village Kaleeth Tehsil 
Akhnoor Distt. Jammu in a well to do family. He had 
his formal education in Jammu and Allahabad. Having 
completed his post graduation in Physics from the 
university of Allahabad in 1958, he spent four years in 

Gujarat as Pracharak of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. In 
1962, he was appointed Lecturer in Gandhi Memorial College Jammu. Due 
to his Political inclination and commitments, he was transferred 
frequently-first to Sopor college in 1969 and then to Degree college, 
Udhampur in 1971 where he resigned from the post of Professor to join 
active politics in 1972. 

 He was elected the same year to the Legislative Assembly, J&K. 
Between 1973 to 1980, he remained General Secretary of the Pradesh unit of 
the Bhartiya Jan Sangh in J&K. He was also State General Secretary of BJP 
during 1980 to 1989. In 1987, he was elected to the Legislative Assembly for 
the second time. Prof. Gupta also remained State President of BJP for two 
terms between 1990-95. In 1975, during the days of Emergency, he 
remained underground and after his arrest he was imprisoned along with 
other Leaders of Jan Sangh.

 Prof. Gupta all along has played a significant role in the 
rehabilitation of refugees. In Kashmir as a consequence of terrorist 
activities thousands of families migrated from Kashmir Valley. Similarly in 
the terrorist hit Doda District Prof. Gupta took an active role in providing 
relief to the militancy hit victims. Prof. Gupta, at this juncture, launched 
“Doda Bachao Andolan” to counter the evil designs of terrorists. Over 
50000 Satyagrahis and several National Leaders actively participated in 
this “Andolan”, after which Distt. Doda was handed over to Army and 
about two thousand Village Defence Committees were framed to fight the 
terrorists.                      

 Prof. Gupta is a widely travelled person. He is interested in reading 
and writing. Married to smt.Rekha Gupta on 6th May 1961, Prof. Gupta has 
two sons- Anil and Vikas and a daughter-Meenakshi.  He was elected as 
Lok Sabha member thrice from Udhampur Constituency and also 
remained Minister of State in the NDA Govt. led by Shri Atal Behari 
VajPayee and held different portfolios including the MOS Defence.  Prof. 
Gupta was also elected to the State Assembly thrice from Jammu city.



Dhian Singh Kularia belonging to Billawar area was quite 
popular amongst the people.
     
He was quite simple person and was elected to the State 
Assembly in 1977 elections from Billawar Constituency and 
served the people of the area with great Zeal.
              
  In the Assembly he was eager to raise the problem of the 
backward areas of Billawar and the people residing in remote 
areas.

A senior activist of  Praja Parishad/BJS
(02.10.1924 – 29.11.2012)

Born in Village: Pallan – Billawar
Matriculation: 1942 

from Punjab University Lahore

Th. Dhayan Singh

MLA from Basholi Constituency
  in 1957 of Praja Parishad.

NO PHOTO

Mahesh Chnader 





By the name of Amar Nath there were at least eight 
activists in the Praja Parishad/ Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
and worked in various capacities. Four of them were 
Guptas. Amongst the Guptas three were in within a 
radius of just two hundred metres in the 

Ghasmandi-Lakhdata Chowk of Jammu City.
Out of them Amar Nath Gupta, nick named as Pahanda, held 
important positions including thatof  the city President as also was 
elected Municipal Councillor and then Deputy Chairman of the 
Councillor and then Deputy chairman of the M.C. He took active part 
in all the party movements and got arrested.

 His partner in business Sh. Amar Nath Gupta was known as 
Amar Nath Gora.  Another Amar Nath Gupta of the locality was nick 
named as Comrade and Bounga. He was ever ready to take part in any 
agitation of the party and was arrested and jailed several times.

   Yet Another Shri Amar Nath Gupta of Chand Nagar Jammu 
was a quite humble worker. Being most gentle he used to quite often 
look part in arrangements at the meals of party functions and also 
arranged food stuffs for the refugees and migrants from POJK/ border 
areas.

 Then there was another Sh. Amar Nath of Raghunath Pura of 
Jammu City who during agitation arranged food for underground and 
also the arrested worker. He was dedicated activist of RSS. He served in 
the OFD as an employee.
    
 Sh. Amar Nath Bhagat worked hard for the upliftment of the 
down-trodden Scheduled castes and others with dedication.
   
 Another Amar Nath from Sunderbani area worked in the office 
of Praja Parishad /Bharatiya Jana Sangh for a long time. He used to 
take special in looking after the problems of border-popularly he was 
known as Budhwar.

Then Secretary of J&K Praja Parishad

Sh. Amar Nath Gupta



Shri Lal Chand Aggarwal was a most gentle 
person enjoyed great respect amongst trading 
community. He was associated with RSS. He 
was also a respected activist of the Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh. His family 

members contributed a lot in the activists in service to the society.
                                    
 Shri Lal Chand held the office of the treasure of the PP in 
1955-57

Then Cashier J&K Praja Parishad

Shree Lal Chand Aggarwal

Sh. Amar Nath Gupta
Chand Nagar Jammu

1929 to 13 –April- 1984



Was a quite prominent functionary of the Praja 
Parishad /Bharatiya Jana Sangh. He belonged to 
border island area of Pargwal in Tehsil Akhnoor 
of district Jammu. He took part in various 
agitations of the party.
  He played important role in organising 
the villagers to face the challenges posed by the 

Pak-designed attacks on the people especially at night time with the 
objective to force the migration from the area. But Shri Ram Nath and 
his colleagues made clear to the prominent villagers across the border 
that if this nuisance was not stopped immediately this would lead to 
retaliatory actions. This warning had a solitary effect so much that even 
in 1965 aggression of Pak-guerrillas supported big Pakistan Army did 
not dare infiltrate the island villages.   
 Shri Manhas was elected to the State Assembly in 1977 elections 
and played his role. The problems of the border villagers in general, 
more so those of the chamb sector. This area was part of his 
constituency. He took part in various agitations of the Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh  and suffered Jail. 

(Died on: 31st Dec. 2004)

Ram Nath Manhas

Th. Raghunath Singh Sambyal 

Thakur Raghunath singh Samyal belonging to 
Samba in Jammu District was a retired Tehsildar 
but was more of a poet than that of a Politician. 
He was quite a jolly person and has developed 
the habit to use some adjectives while calling and 
talking but many used to smile over his way of 
narration. Shri Samyal many a times used to 
accompany with Pandit Ji and used to narrate his 
verses and poems. The famous one was: 

 “Dabiya Dhol Bajne Jainya, Tea Dogra Des Jangai Jainya Ho”.
 He was highly critical of the Sheikh and National Conference Govt. for 
which he had to face the wrath in stoppage of his pension and was jailed 
several times. He contested Assembly elections but was defeated but 
for foul means.



Sh. Banarasi Dass Gupta 
(Nai Basti)

There were about half a dozen Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh activists who were named as Banarsi Dass. One of them 
was that of Ranbir Singh Pura (RS Pura). He took active part in 
almost all the agitations and suffered jail terms. He held various 
positions in the Tehsil unit of RS Pura.
 
 Another Banarsi Dass Gupta was of Nai Basti Jammu. He 
was elected as the Municipal Councillor. He also got arrested on 
various occasions including the Emergency.
                                  
 Sh. Banarsi Dass Gupta of Bishnah and another Banarsi 
Dass Gupta was a photographer of Ragunath Bazar.



Sh.Vaid Veshnu Dutt Ji With Jammu Leaders

He was born on 1st November, 1927 and did his matriculation in 

1942 from Government High School, Udhampur, there after he 

Joined RSS.

He was popularly known as VaidJi among the masses because of 

his profession i.e. Ayurvedic Doctor.

He suffered Jail in 1952-53 agitation. 

Acted as a active volunteer to help in the rehabilitation of refuges 

from POJK / Punjab.

Won the municipal committee election in the year1956 and 

became councillor of Jammu Municipality.

Fought the Jammu Municipality Elections second time in 1972 

and won the elections & was elected as Chairman of JMC.



In 1975 during the emergency period, he led successfully the 

 underground movement to oppose the oppressive and 

inhuman policies of the Government. Later courted arrest 

suffered.   

In 1989, he was inducted into the BJP as central working 

committee member.

With the advent of militancy in Kashmir, he was appointed as 

Chairman J&K Sahitya Simiti and was instrumental in providing 

relief  in cash and kind to the ousted Kashmiri Hindus to the tune 

of 6 to 7 crores in the early 1990's.

In 1995, he became the President of BJP J&K State and continued 

as President till 1997.

He fought the election to the Lok Sabha in 1996 but lost to the 

congress candidate. Again in 1996, he fought the Assembly 

election from Jammu East constituency and won the election by 

thumping majority. 

In 1998, he fought the election of Lok Sabha from Jammu-Poonch 

constituency on BJP ticket won the elections by the margin of 

1,27,000 votes.

In 1999, when the Vajpayee Govt. fell by one vote,  he was again 

nominated by the BJP to fight the election from Jammu-Poonch 

constituency and won the election by the margin of 1,42,000 

votes.

He passed away on 27th November, 2001 after brief in his second 



Sh. Shiv Lal Bishnah

Shiv lal was the District President of Praja 
Parishad (Rural) for many years and played 
important role in organising the party units.
    
  Belonging to Rehial village of Bishnah area 
of Jammu took part in every movement and 
suffered jail terms. By Profession he was 

Hakeem and quite popular amongst the people.

Leading lights in Kathua

Being adjacent to Punjab, Kathua 
district was an important centre of the 
Praja Parishad activities. From this 
area at least two personalities held the 
top posts in the party. They were Sh. 
Ruddar Mani Sangra and Thakur 
Baldev Singh. Moreover Kathua was 
the centre of activities because several 
partymen in case of their warrants of 
arrest used to slip in Punjab areas 
especially Pathankot to have breathing 
in the open.
                              
 In Kathua town Shri Chaggar Singh, Shri Surinder Nath 
Ubbat, Sh. Vidya Parkash Padha Advocate. Sh. Om wazir and 
some others were the noteable figures. They not only took active 
part themselves but also persuaded many others to take part in 
Satyagrah movement.
                             
 Several other noted activists of the district also include Sh. 
Radha Krishan Sharma, Sh. Om Parkash Sangra, Sh. Dawarka 
Nath of Basholi, Sh. Ishwar Dutt Shastri Maglooria, Sh. Jawala 
Parkash Advocate , Sh. Gian Chand Sangra & Sh. Ranjeet Singh 
Zaildar of Padol Village was a leading figure and held important 
position in the district and also in the state body.



Kathua 1919-1985
Vidya Parkash Padha belonging to Kathua area 
was well educated a lawyer by Profession and 
closely associated with the Praja Parishad and Jan 
Sangh.

  He was a agood orator and served the party in 
various capicities and took part in the movement 

for removal of barriers between this State and rest of India. Shri Padha 
was a popular figure and contributed a lot to strengthen Praja 
Parishad/ Bharatiya Jana Sangh in the State.

Adv. Vidya Parkash Padha

Sh. Deena Nath Gandotra, Udhampur

Was a founder figure of Praja Parishad in 
Udhampur. He was also a member of the Praja 
Parishad executive. Courted arrest in 1952 Satyagrah 
and was shifted to Srinagar Jail along with Shri Paras 
Ram and others. Along with some others they were 
also lodged in Zanan Khana, a part of Srinagar jail.
     Sh. Dina Nath was also linked with some social 
organisation including the Santan Dharma Sabha and was popularly 
known as Dinanath Mantri. Sh. Vaid Hari Ram of RSS in those days 
was amongst the leading lights.  

11-03-1896 to 13-06-1983

Mohd Zubair Khattana was a leading 
personality amongst the Gujjar Bakarwal 
community. He was great admirer of Pt. 
Prem Nath Dogra. Along with his large 
number of followers, he used to participate 
in the functions of Praja Parishad 
/Bharatiya Jana Sangh.

Haji Modh. Zubair Khatana



Sh. Bhikham Chand Magotra was 
one of the young revolutionaries of 
1953 agitation, who lived in 
Udhampur. He played a leading role 
in Udhampur town in organising 
a n d  l e a d i n g  t h e  p r o t e s t  
demonstrations and hence became a 
target of the then administration. He 
was arrested while leading one such 
demonstration in January 1953 and 

sentenced to 4 months of rigorous 
imprisonment with some fine. While they were being shifted to 
Srinagar Jail it snowed heavily and they were stuck up at Banihal 
tunnel. As such they had to spend three months of their jail term 
in the torturous winter in Banihal, till the road for Srinagar 
reopened in summers. The severe winter, poor living and quality 
of food in the jail had an irreversible effect on his health.
 
 While a few sentenced people were released after they 
pleaded pardon, he was one of the few, who chose to take the full 
jail term and not to deposit the announced fine as a mark of 
protest. As such he was further jailed for three months, which 
spent in Srinagar's Hariprabat Jail.

 Apart from health issues, he sacrificed his established 
business of textiles and tea, since the stocks were seized by 
administration, which got ruined during his 7 months of jail. 
Despite being the only son to his parents and sole bread earner of 
the family, such was the un daunting conviction for the cause that 
he continued fighting for what he felt was the need of the hour. He 
was fully supported by his family and his wife Smt. Leela Rani 
who was also arrested while she was protesting with other ladies 
against jailing of their husband.

Sh. Bhikham Chnad Magotra



Narsingh Dass Sharma

(22-02-1922 to 17-10-1990)

Shri Narsingh Dass Sharma belonging to Jammu was a humble 
worker and a RSS man. He did a commendable task in organising 
strong Praja Parishad units in Samba areas with the cooperation 
of Sh. Mulkh Raj Pargal, Shri. Nank Chand, Swarn Singh, Sh. 
Atma Ram of Gurah Slathian and others.

  Shri Narsingh Dass was also the printer and publisher of 
the weekly party organ-Deepak in late sixties.

 He was killed in a road accident near Patni top when he 
along with Sh. Bhagwat Sarop and Budh Prakash sethi and Ram 
Saroop were coming after attending a party meet in Doda area. In 
this mishap Sh. Ram Saroop was also killed and two others 
injured.



Coming from a village Nagri Padol of Kathua 
District in Jammu. Sh. Sardari Lal was well 
educated person. Having remained with RSS 
activists during education days he was well 
versed with the outlook of nationalism as also had 
good knowledge of the history. He could speak 
not only in Hindi and some other languages but 
also deliver in fluent English. Quite often he had 
some mental problems and use to deliver 

speeches at squares and even in various functions. It 
was problem for the police to handle him.

      In 1952, when the atmosphere was surcharged because of the 
separatist moves of Sheikh Mohd Abdullah dispensation, Dr. Karan 
Singh was elected as Sadar-i-Riyasat (President). Praja Parishad  was 
opposed to such moves. After his being elected as Sadar-i-Riyasat at 
Srinagar, the summer capital of the State. Dr. Karan Singh shifted to 
Jammu on November 18. The ruling men of the National Conference 
and their cronies with help of police arranged a big reception to the 
Sadar-i-Riyasat. Large number of reception gates were raised and the 
main Bazars were decorated with buntings arches and welcome 
banners.
          
 But minutes before the arrival of Dr. Karan Singh, Sardari Lal 
appeared in a busy lane and delivered a fiery speech against raising of 
walls of separatism detrimental to the unity of the Country.
      
 The people who were already very much angered led by 
Sardari Lal smashed reception arrangements in some areas of 
Ragunath Bazar but large crowds fully pulled down the gates, banners 
etc. within minutes in the entire route to  the palace .It was for first time 
in Jammu that a member of the royal family had to face such a 
humiliating situation.
  
  This incident gave a fill up to the preparations of Praja Parishad  
for launching the Satyagrah movement. As far Sh. Sardari Lal was 
concerned, he passed much of his life time not only in Jammu jails and 
lockups but also in several other places of the Country for speeches of 
his will at places of his choice.

 Sardari Lal / Dr. Karan Singh



Sanji Ram Gupta

Was a leading activist of the Praja Parishad in 
Bishnah- RS Pura area of Jammu District. He was 
arrested along with some other party 
functionaries during early days of 1952-1953 Praja 
Parishad Satyagrah movement. He had to be 
taken to Srinagar along with some others but 
before their reaching Srinagar the highway was 

closed because of heavy snowfall due to which the 
arrested workers were held end route near Banihal. In those days there 
was no tunnel to reach the Valley due to which the road remained cut 
off in most of the winter days.
              
 The buses carrying Shri Sanji Ram and other Praja Parishad 
arrested workers were strikes up near Banihal.  The Govt. authorities 
did not permit the return of the arrested activists despite intense cold. 
There were no arrangements for food, not to say of lodging.

 These workers were kept in horrible conditions and after some 
days they were lodged in sheds which were meant for keeping sheep 
and goats.
             
 What type of inhuman treatment was met to the PP workers an 
account of this inhuman treatment has been listed in the jail diary 
written by Shri Sanji Ram. This has been published in the shape of a 
booklet titled as “Vish Dhara-370”. This diary also detailed the painful 
and hell likes conditions that were created in Srinagar Jail.   

                                        Atma Singh

Sh. Atma Singh Pracharak RSS was a 
dedicated worker of Praja Parishad. He is 
known for his organisational Skill. He 
courted arrest and was kept in Reasi Jail.



Daya Kishan Gardish

Was a noted person for his skill to 
write  in different  languages 
including English, Hindi, Persian, 
Dogri but his mastery over Urdu was 
unmatched. Though he used to write 
for various opposing ideologies but 
Gardish was a nationalist from core 
of his heart. He shifted to Jallandhar 

where Gardish worked as an editor, 
most of the period in Hind Samachar... and then it's Group of 
papers.
      
His column- Saras ski Uddan- used to be quite sarcastic and was 
popular amongst large number of readers.
 He was great supporter of Praja Parishad  and more so of 
Pt. Ji. During election days, Shri  Gardish used to visit Jammu and 
extend his helping hand for writing Posters for which he had 
great epertage. 

                                           Hirda Singh

He was a Dogri Singer an ever smiling face. He 
courted arrest and was kept in central Jail Jammu.

Like many others Sant Mehar Singh was 
very much enamored of the leadership of 
Pt. Ji Prem Nath Dogra and took part in the 
party functions and programmes. He took 
part in various movements.

Sant Mehar Singh



Several young activists were having the name of 
Ram Saroop. Sh. Ram Saroop Gupta who had 
observed hunger Strike for several days during 
1952 student's agitation on the issue of Flag and 
suffered jail.

 He was killed near Patnitop in a road accident when he along 
with Sh. Narsingh Dass Sharma, Sh. Tilak Raj Pandoh was coming after 
a party meeting at Doda Sh. Sharma  was also killed and Pandoh also 
Budh parkash Sethi  were injured. Another Ram Saroop Gupta of 
Akhnoor held at various posts and got arrested in all the agitation.
    
 Two other youths named Ram Saroop took part in Student 
agitation of 1952 and observed hunger strike for many days. One of 
them was known as Captian Dass Saroop of Raghunath Pura, Jammu 
and the other was Sharma.
   
 In Pargwal area of Akhnoor another Ram Saroop Sharma was a 
leading activist along with Sh. Ram Nath Manhas, MLA. 

Sh. Ram Saroop Gupta, Jammu

Tilak Chander Singh

A swayam sewak from his childhood. He was a 
member of S.N.A (Students National Association) 
which was merged with ABVP. He was associated 
with Vishwa Hindu Parishad other social 
organisation. He was General Secretary Jammu 
Provincial Teacher Association, senior vice president 
J&k Ladakh teacher Federations.

   He was commanded to discharge his duties as i/c publicity 
with headquarter at Samba. He left his college studies along with other 
colleagues to discharge their respective duties. The Headquarter at 
mangi Thalora (Samba) was raided by the police in the early winter of 
the year 1953 when the movement was at its peak. He was encircled in 
his hide out along with his companioning.



Sulachhan Singh

Lt. Sulachan Singh President Praja Parishad Gurha 
Slathia led the first batch of Gurha Slathian. After 
Havan yajna performed by village Pandit namely 

Tara Maniz, Bishera Ji and Chaju Ram Ji. After grand 
guard of Honour ceremony presented by village ex-

servicemen the batch of Satyagrahis left for Jammu to court arrest 
Lt. Sulachan Singh Shared room with Pt. Ji in central Jail Jammu.

Sansar Singh

A vocal Praja Parishad worker was at the Prime 
of his youth when he courted arrest. He always 
led from the fore front. The Govt. decided shift 
some Satyagrahis from Central Jail Jammu to 
Srinagar when Satyagrahis buses reached 
Banihal, all the Satyagrahis alighted from their 
bus and vociferously protested against their being shifted to 
Srinagar. 

Anchal Singh Mandi Raj Garh

Mr. Anchal Singh is a dedicated silent worker. 
Sh. D.D verma I/c movement stayed in his 
house. The whole family looked after his 
security and other needs.

Prabh Dayal Verma Mandi Darkargarh

 He was a staunch party worker. His planning 
was meticulous. He was a trouble shooter of 
the party. His services were always required 
whenever the situation was challenging. He 
was a loyal party worker.                                                                                                                                  



An inspiring leader. He has a typical rural style of 
his own. He helped the poor and needy. He 
offered Satyagrah  at  Jammu. 

Khajur Singh Mandi Garota

                    Inder Nath Khajuria Mandi Darbar Garh

He was a dedicated and courageous leader and courted arrest at 
Jammu.

Inder Singh Mandi Garh

Inder Singh from Mandi Garh Courted arrest at 
Jammu and after shifted to Srinagar Jail.

Swaran Singh Mandi Raj Garh

A firebrand leader popular known as Bhagat 
Singh was an eminent leader. He rose to the 
Position of General Secretary of State BJP. 
During the Praja Parishad  Struggle he was 
incharge of Kathua District.



Master Jerman Singh Mandi Andrar

He was a founder member and first director of 
Ram leela club Gurha Slathian. He was an 
artist of high calibra and an eminent social 
worker. He resigned from his Govt. job and 
later went to H.P to earn his lively-hood. He 
was wedded to R.S.S ideology. 

Was a photographer by profession but took 
keen interest in various functions of the Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh. He was 
arrested in Satyagrah movements.
         He belonged to Panjtirthi area of Jammu 
North Assembly Constituency which was 
represented by Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, Shri 
Dogra in 1957, 1962 and 1967 Elections.  Shri Dewan Chand was 
one of the leading team of the workers who felt proud to work for 
the success of this great leader. 

Sh. Krishan Lal Gupta 
1933-2015

Lt. Sh. Diwan Chand

Lt. Sh. Durga Dass Gupta
15-05-1923 to 25-06-1996

Lt. Sh. Devraj Gupta 
(Dabba Sahib)



REVOLUTIONARY POETRY

 As usual in big movements, in Praja Parishad struggle for 
removal of barriers between J&K and rest of India, several 
persons with their poems emerged and used to recite their poems 
which attracted the audience a lot.
                            
 One of such poem was used to be recited by Sardar Kartar 
Singh Rahi in his melodious Voice. This was 
“Raj Meare Ranjana Da AapeMuk Jao Ga..........”
                                    
 Another such poet, who had earned popularity amongst 
the auidance, was Gajan Singh Gadgaj. In his thundering voice he 
used to narrate:
 Gad Gad Gad aj, Verian Nun Keh Dey Paij Athu Paij- Gad Gad 
Gadgaj ___________
                          
  Shri Durga Dass Gupta of Samba had been indirectly 
attacking the controversial utterances of the Sheikh by saying: 
“Mean Mean Keare Mera Bilaa, Mera Dil Jeali Ao  Gya”.
   
 Another such poet and Praja Parishad activist was Dev Raj 
Dabba.
  
 His poetry was popular because of being severely critical 
of the opportunists and concluding with saying of Dabba Bajda 
Heo, Dil Kamda ee.
                
 Shri Durga Dass Dogra of Panjtirthi Jammu, Shri Mangor 
Ram Viffa and some others had been writing such poems hitting 
at the National Conference ruling men causing uneasiness for 
them.

      Such poems were quite often circulated through the 
cyclostyled papers. Another noted local poet was Shri Mohan lal 
Sapolia. He had written many poems one was:



             Aes Bharat Dae, Tae Bharat Sadda.

His another poem was :
 Mera Des Meri Akhian De Bahar Sajna similarly 
Raghunath singh simial had written poems hitting the 
Controversial utterance of the sheikh.
           
  Some such poets from adjoining Punjab also used to visit 
and recite their poems in the Praja Parishad  meetings. They 
included Sardar  Gurcharn Singh Deepak, Tilak Raj Tilk, Suman 
Amritsari and some others.
                                        
   All such poems became quite popular as to be Lok Geet in 
villages.

Sh. Tilak Raj Sharma



Prominent BJP leader Sh. Kuldeep Raj Gupta 
joined the Praja Parishad “accidentally”. 
According to him “it was 1953 when Gupta was 
17 years old and was at Sunderbani for 
sometimes at his relatives. At Sunderbani Praja 
Parishad was protesting against the permit 
system and dual system of governance. The 
protest tried to unfurl the tricolour on certain 

building and suddenly situation took ugly turn and police 
opened the fire on protestors in which three persons got killed. 
Those who were the martyrs of the incident were Ram Lal, 
Krishan Lal and Beli Ram. This incident shocked Kuldeep Raj 
Gupta and he became the part of the agitation. He was supplied 
with some posters to paste these at Rajouri and Gupta did the 
same during the evening. The Consequences of this was that with 
the dawn, officially introduced Shri Kuldeep Raj Gupta in Jan 
sangh and was appointed as the President of Rajouri- Poonch 
district and later State Secretary.   

 Sh. Kuldeep Raj Gupta Rajouri 

Hans Raj Dogra, Jammu

Sh. Hans Raj Dogra took an active part in 
almost all the movements of Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh and that of 
the BJP and suffered jail also. He held the 
various positions including that of the 
Treasurer of the party.
                   
 Shri Dogra took active part in 
different social organisation including that of 
backward classes.
                   
  He was elected to the State Assembly 
from Jammu West and served the people from 
1996 to 2002.



While Jammu was struggling against the ill-
conceived moves of the pseudo secularists of 
National Conference/ Congress, the peace 
loving Ladakhis were also not happy with 
dispensation of the Sheikh.
 
 Shri Kushak Bakula, the great Budhist 
leader, though was a Minister of the State but he 
voiced his displeasure several times. Praja Parishad/Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh managed to establish its units both in Ladakh and 
Kargil areas. Fed up with discriminatory approach of the 
National Conference/ Congress ruling leadership, Ladakhis had 
been voicing their demand for union territory status for their 
region. 

 
Gali Devi Dawara, Jammu

(02/11/1930 to 26/02/2002)

Sh. Tilak Raj Kaila

(22/09/1925-28/10/2012)

He was a dedicated worker of 

Praja Parishad. He is known for 

his organisational skill, he also got 

Samriti Chin from RSS in 2002.

Sh. Sham Sunder Bhatia,  Pracharak RSS

FEELINGS IN LADAKH

 Lost his job of Drug Research Laboratory 
Jammu but for being an activist of RSS but 
escaped his arrest in 1952-53 agitation in 
Jammu left for Dehradun and got job there.

21 May 1917 - 4 Nov. 2003



Hailing from Udrana, an important locality of 
charming valley of Bhaderwah in erstwhile District of 
Doda in Jammu region Shri Daya Krishan worked for 
Praja Parishad and Bharatiya Jana Sangh by holding 
different positions in difficult circumstances. 
                          
 When the Muslim majority district of Doda, was 
eracted in 1950 with a design, the young leader Daya 

Krishan played an important role to frustrate the communal designs of 
the ruling junta. For his daring moves, Daya krishan was known as lion 
of Bhaderwah.
 For his organising skill, he held various positions in the Praja 
Parishad and Pradesh Bharatiya Jana Sangh . In difficult days in 
Nineties Daya Krishan was elected as Pradesh President of BJP. He was 
also the elected member of Legislative Council of the state.

( 29-04-1927 to 09-04-2013)

Lt. Sh. Daya Krishan Kotwal, Tiger of Bhaderwah

Sheikh Abdul Rahman

Abdul Rehman was very young when he came in 
contact with some passionate social activists of 
Bhaderwah. They encouraged him in Praja 
Parishad and managed his stay in Jammu where 
he was nourished as a Political leader in Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh.
 
 For his pleading the Praja Parisjad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
outlook to put this State at par with other parts of India, he was inducted 
even in the all India working committee of Bharatiya Jana Sangh and 
more so, was given the party mandate from Jammu North Assembly 
Constituency which was represented by Pt. Prem Nath Dogra.
 
 After the demise of Pt. Ji in 1972, due to some differences the 
Sheikh astrayed along with several others. Later on he frequently 
changed the parties but remained active throughout his life.



In Ramnagar Tehsil of Udhampur Sh. Hans Raj 
Gupta was a law Graduate and an advocate by 
profession but he was an important functionary of 
the Praja Parishad and Bharatiya Jana Sangh too. 

He took part in all the Satyagrah movements and organised 
people of the area to court arrests and take part in the party 
activities.
 His younger brother Sh. Om Prakash had taken part in 
1952 agitation against hoisting the National Conference Halwala 
Flag  in the Govt. College Jammu. He was amongst those students 
who had observed 32 day hunger strike & suffered jail also.
 Shri Om was dedicated to patriotic feelings and played his 
role in strengthening nationalic outlook like a Sawayam Sevak.

Secretary (Org.) Teh Ram Nagar Praja Parishad

Sh. Hans Raj (Ramnagar)

Kotwal Kripa Ram

President Teh. Bhaderwah Praja Parishad

Shri Kotwal by profession was a 
businessman but devoted much of his 
time to build a strong unit of Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 
Doda areas facing all the difficult 
situations created by the secessionists 
and pseudo secularists.   
 
He was Tehsil President of Bhaderwah 

but was a popular figure of the District.

 Shri Kotwal nourished some small children in a 
passionate manner with the desire to make them useful activists 
with a national outlook. 



President Praja Parishad Tehsil Reasi

Sh. Onkar Singh

Was a noteable activist of the Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh. He took a 
leading part in the party movements in Reasi 
area and faced arrest and jail.
 Captain was loved more in the party circles 

and the people in general but for his being the grandson of the 
great General Zarawar Singh who had extended the frontiers of 
Jammu Kashmir State to Ladakh and Partially of Tibet braving 
many odds.  He resided at Vijaypur Reasi.

A senior Party activist

Subedar Major Th. Hari Singh

Subedar Hari Singh was ex-service man belonging 
to village Samwan in border area of Planwalla, 
then Tehsil Akhnoor of Jammu District. He was a 
member of the Praja Parishad /Pradesh Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh executive and took active part in 
various movements.
          The Subedar played important role in 
organising the villagers to face the attacks of the Pak-sponsored 
intruders   who used to chop off heads and limbs to terrorise people to 
force their migration from the border areas.

Belonging to Nagri Padole in Kathua District Shri 
Ranjit Singh was a noted person ability and took 
part in the various agitations despite being aged. 
Not only himself but also prepared many others to 
face the govt. wrath with a determination.
  He held important positions in the Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh and remained 

vice-President of the party for many years.

Thakur Ranjit Singh

 Vice President J&K Praja Parishad



Belonging to a village of Jammu District was 
basically an ex-serviceman and a migrant from 
POJK and had opted to put on just one Khadi 
Dhoti to protest against the atrocities on 
Satyagrahis and took part in the Praja Parishad 

struggle for putting J&K State at par with other parts of the 
Country.
 
 Shri Tyagi created a complex problem for police by 
offering Satyagrah along with not only the members of the family 
but also his goat and some other cattle in 1952-53 agitation. He 
remained in jail in severe winter in just one Dhoti for several 
months.

President Tehsil Jammu Praja Parishad

Th. Basant Singh “Tyagi”

 Sh. Nand Lal Bhagat

Sh. Nand Lal was a dedicated 
Harijan activist of PP and 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh.Belonging to 
Miran Sahib area of RS Pura Tehsil, 
District Jammu, he was a great 
admirers of Pt. Dogra and took 
part in all the movements and 
courted arrest to suffer jail terms.

 Sh. Nand Lal also contested 
assembly elections even when the 
other Harijans were terrorised to 
face the National Conference 
candidates to ensure “unopposed” 
success.   
 Despite being economically poor, Nand Lal was rich to 
face the on slaught of the riches of the ruling party. 



There were some prominent activists who 
played their important role in establishing the 
Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh units at 
far off places in the erstwhile district of Doda.
                          

 Amongst them Shri Manmohan Gupta and his colleagues 
of Kishtwar visited far off places facing all heavy odds to mobilise 
the people against the designs of separatists..
                       
  In Kishtwar Shri Sant Ram of Matta and others were ever 
ready to come to the rescue of townsmen who were quite often 
harassed by the National Conference and other communal 
elements.
   
 Shri Manmohan and others also established strong units 
of the party in remote areas of Padder with the help of Shri Janki 
Nath and some others. 

Senior Leader of Praja Parishad

Sh. Manmohan Gupta, Kishtwar

Sh. Sant Ram Secretary,Teh. Kishtwar
Sh. Sham Lal Ji ,Sh. Parkash Ram

Activist Praja Parishad Ramban strong hold 

 In this highly sensitive Doda 
District, Shri Natha Singh ,Shri 
Labhu Ram, Shri Kasturi Lal, 
Sardar Mehar Singh and others 
played commendable part to 
build a strong party unit. And 
Shri Labhu Ram even contested 
Assembly polls  but was 

defeated by a narrow margin. 



Dr. Ved Parkash was basically a chemist but 
because of family background he established a 
small hospital like institution in the border town 
of Nowshera and got popular.
   

During the Praja Parishad struggle, especially 
1952-53, agitation he played his role like dedicated activist. He 
was in charge of the Hindi section for preparing publicity 
material and handling of a difficult task of underground one of 
the cyclostyle machine which were on the special radar of the 
police.

Dr. Ved Parkash Gupta, Nowshera

Sh. Jodh Ram Sharma (1906-1989)

Adv. Jawala Parkash Gupta

            

He was a great activist
 from Jammu and jailed during 1953

 Praja Parishad agitation.

Sh. Radha Krishan Sharma 

Eldest brother of Shri Niwas (Father of Chander 
Prakash Ganga) Activists of Praja Parishad and 
jailed for 10 months during 1953 Praja Parishad 
agitation.

He was a great activist from Hiranagar during 
1953. Praja Parishad agitation.

(10/08/1916-26/09/1996)

(22-11/1927-14/2/1993)



By profession Chatru Ram Dogra was a 
photographer whose number was few in the 
capital city of Jammu and hence was well 
known figure. But more than a photographer, 
Shri Chatru was also known for his agitational 
role. In 1942-43 food agitation, he and his 
family members including Smt Dogra played 

quite a leading role.
 
 In early fifties Shri Chatru was actively associated with the 
Praja Parishad and got arrested at different times. He was also a 
member of the working committee of Praja Parishad  when Pt. ji 
was the President.

  During Praja Parishad /Bharatiya Jana Sangh agitations, 
Smt Dogra and their daughter Bimla Dogra played important role 
in organising women activists.  

Chatru Ram Dogra

Lt. Sh. Satya Paul Sharma 

(1939-2000)

Shri Satpal Sharma of Nowshera 
was dedicated worker and played 
his role in organising the 
nationalist people of border areas. 
He always extended his helping 
hand to the sufferers of firing and 
attacks of Pakistani Invaders.

    By his profession he was a 
doctor and enjoyed good will of 
the people. He contested elections 
also.  



Several Sikh leaders, mostly linked with 
Akali Dal, not only supported the Praja 
Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh movement 
but also took active part and courted arrests. 
They also include Giani Isher Singh and 
others.

    Led by Sardar Basant Singh Sabar, many Sikh 
activists used to participate in the party functions.

  S. Bachan Singh Panchi was even inducted as the member 
of Pradesh Executive of Bharatiya Jana Sangh and represented 
the problems of the migrants from Pak-held areas at various fora.

Giyani Isher Singh, Sikh Leaders

Sh. Hem Raj Pujari was an important activist 
of Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh at 
Katra Vaishno Devi. Along with Sh. Khem 
Raj, Faqir Chand Gupta and others there 
was a big team of the party activist who took 
active part in various movements and 
suffered jails.

Hem Raj Pujari, Katra

(01-02-1934 to 11-01-1986)

From Gurhaerahimna Akhnoor
He was the Actvis of Praja Parishad and 

Served Jail many times during this period. 

Sh. Bansi Lal Dogra





Women Wing

The women played important role during all through the Praja 

Parishad /Bharatiya Jana Sangh movements. They not only 

organized processions defying prohibitory orders and faced 

lathi-Charge and arrests but also had drives for collection of 

funds to help the families of jailed workers. Some women even 

contributed their ornaments to this end.
                  
 Most important part was played by Prof. Shakti Sharma 

who was popularly known as Behan ji, Smt. Susheela Mengi, 

Mata Parvarti, Smt. Parkasho Devi, Smt. Chatru Ram Dogra, 

Bimla Dogra, Smt. Susheela Devi who was known as Reasi wali 

Mata. Smt. Taro Devi, Smt. Chouhan and many others.
    
 Their significant role was organising teams to reach Delhi 

and other important places to apprise the national leaders that 

what kind of atrocities and excesses are being committed by the 

police and other forces on those who have been arrested and 

jailed Satyagrahis.

   In addition to Jammu city the women units were also 

organised at important places including towns and even in 

villages.



W/o. Sh. Sham Lal Sharma 
was a amongst the top women leaders who
 played important role during all through 

Praja Parishad Movement.

was amongst the leadership activists of
 Praja Parishad and Bharatiya Jana Sangh

(Populary kown as Mata Reasi wali)

Prof. Shakti Sharma 

Smt. Susheela Mengi 

Smt. Susheela Devi

Smt. Sheela Chauhan

Mother of V.P. Chauhan held important 
positions in the women wing of 

Praja Parishad & Bharatiya Jana Sangh



 of  Pratap Garh Jammu who held
 party positions in the women wing

W/o Sh Dev Raj (Dabba)
An important functionary of

 Praja Parishad & 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh in Jammu

Parkasho Devi

Smt. Darshna Devi

Lt. Smt. Vinod Kumari Sharma

Grand Mother of Sh. Ashok Khajuria

Smt. Brinda Devi



She remained arrested in 1953 and was tortured 
in Police lockup for more than one month. She 
was kept under illegal confinement she was 
arrested along with six other ladies in Jammu. 
She was real sister of party activists Sh. Kesho 
Ram.

Smt. Sukantla Devi

Bimla Devi (paggad)
Sunder Bani

Smt. Chanchla Devi 
Akhnoor

Smt. Taro Devi Abrol of 
Mohalla Gujaran

 Jammu

Mahila Leader 
Soama Devi

Jammu



D/o Sh Chattru Ram Dogra

W/O Sobha Ram Sharma Ji
R/O Gurah Jattan Ghagwal

D.O.B 1931-1973

She organised several public meeting and motivated people 
towards j&k's accession to Union of India especially in women. 

She also carried out movement against dowry system was
 big supporter of joint families

Vimla Dogra (paggad)

Smt. Darshna Devi Ji

ACTIVIST DURING PRAJA PARISHAD ACTIVELY
PARTICIPATED DURING 

SHYAMA PRASAD MUKHERJEE'S ANDOLAN





FRONT LINE WORKERS

 There was a big team of Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana 

Sangh activists in Jammu and elsewhere who used to organise 

youths to take part in the protest demonstrations in various 

agitations and face the Lathi blows as also catch hold of tear gas 

shells and throw there back on the police itself.

                                 

 As the State Police failed to suppress the agitators, for their 

help at the instance of Shri Nehru, large police possess of Punjab 

Police were also summoned and deployed at number of place. 

These policemen carried long iron capped lathies.

                                      

 In city such daredevil activists Praja Parishad/ Bharatiya 

Jana Sangh who faced the police wrath also included Shri Tilak 

Raj Pandoh, Shri Bhagwan Dass Pahada, Sh. Dev Raj Dhabba, his 

brother Sh. Babu Ram, Sh. Om Parkash, Sh. Amar Nath Bounga, 

Sh. Tilak Raj talwar, Mahashay Yashpaul, Mohan lal Gupta, 

Mulkh Raj, Ishar Dutt Raina, Haider Noorani, Khushi Ram 

Padha, Shiv Kumar Sharma, Om Wazir, Aatma Ram Sharma, 

Sham Lal Sharma, Sh. Kulbir Gupta, Paras Ram, Shiv lal, Ved 

Parkash, Papa Dina Nath and many others.



Lt. Tilak Raj Pandoh

Mahashay Yashpaul
Secretary Jammu Praja Parishad 

& member of 
Pradesh Committee

Sh. Shiv Kumar Sharma
Parchark

Sh. Om Wazir 
of Kathua took part in various

 agitation and suffered Jails

Sh. Baldev Raj of Gajansoo 
district Jammu was a 

moving figure of the area

Sh. Paras Ram Pachialo 
Udhampur Senior activists of 
Praja Parishad who suffered 

Jail for several months



Sh.Mulkh Raj 
Peer Mitha Jammu

Sh. Mohan Lal Gupta
 Bishnah

Sh. Ishar Dutt Raina
Senior Leader Praja Parishad 

Kaniyala Dansal (1910 To 1980)

Vaid Chajju Ram Sharma
Gharota activist of 

Praja Parishad 
and died in year 2006

Sh. Khushi Ram Padha
Senior Leader Praja Parishad

(1922-1978)

Late Sh. Kesho Ram Arora



Sh. Kulbir Gupta 
Udhampur

Sh. Shiv Lal 
Udhampur

Mhant Baba Durga Dasss
(21-7-1920 to 24-6-2000)

Activist of Praja Parishad (Brother 
of Martyr Baba Krishan Dass 

Pukhrani Sunderbani)

Sh. Ved Parkash Chouhan 
was a student leader

Papa Dina Nath
 Udhampur

Pt. Rohlu Ram Akhnoor
(1910-1985) Joined Praja Parishad

 movement during the year 1950-54 
and was jailed several times.

 
Sh. Chhajju Ram Shastri 

Founder Member of Praja Parishad 
(D.O.B 19-04-1923) Age 95 years old 

Village Chirayi, Teh. & Distt. Udhumpur  
He also served as District President of BJP four

 times from Udhumpur Reasi (Combine district)



Shri Yash Puri
Who observed hunger strike 
for several days during 1952 

students' agitation

Sh. Puri Ram 
Manwal

Sh. Suraj Kapoor 
prominent activist of 

Praja Parishad

Sh. Ved Mittar
 leader of the Student wing 

who alongwith others observed
 31 days hunger strike in 1952.

Pt. Vaid Prakash  Raina  
(Kaniyala) Dansal

Sh. Balraj Madok (Delhi)
Sh. Tilak Raj Sharma (Jammu)

Praja Parishad leaders





ROLE OF ACTIVISTS FROM THE VALLEY 

 Several prominent activists from the valley of Kashmir played 

their role in the Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh  

movement. They also included Shri Tika Lal Taploo, Makhan Lal 

Aima, Janki Nath, Som Nath Ugrah, Hyder Noorani, Prem Nath 

Butt, Piare Lal Goja and others.

                

 Shri Amar Nath Vaishnavi played his role in various 

capacities in strengthening the spirit of nationalism. He was 

popular amongst various section of the society for his dedication 

to serve the Samaj.



It was broad daylight when sky came 
under the dark clouds with the 
assassination of Pt. Tika Lal Taploo who 
was voice of Kashmiri Pandits in the 
valley of Kashmir. The terrorists silenced 
this voice on 13 September 1989 with the 
brutal bullets of gun fired by terrorists 
signaling Kashmiri Pandits to remain 
calm or face the same consequences. This 
was considered the start of terrorism in 

Kashmir.

  This noble soul was born iun 1930. He did his 
Matriculation in 1945 from Punjab University and M.A LLB from 
Aligarh Muslim University. Pt. Tika Lal Taploo joined Kashmir 
Bar in 1957 and was taking leading role in promotion of Justice. 
He was enrolled as an Advocate of High Court on April 1971. He 
was a RSS activist and was arrested so many times while fighting 
the cause of the people in Kashmir. He was not charging anything   
to his poor clients and was pleading their case in court 
irrespective of religion.
                  
  In 1975 when internal Emergency had gripped the whole 
nation, on the call of Lok Sangagh Samiti formed by various 
national parties under the leadership of Lok Nayak Jaya Prakash 
Narayan.
                      
 Tika Lal Taploo courted arrest at historic Lal chowk in 
Srinagar with some of his friends.
           
 Pt. Tika Lal Taploo was a politican and rose to high office 
of Vice-President of Pradesh Bhartiya Janta Party. He was a 
fearless, transparent, honest and aan upright politician.

Shri Tika Lal Taploo



Pt. Omkar Nath Kaak Sh. Amar Nath Vaishanavi

Sh. Prem Nath Bhatt
 Member Executive 

Praja Parishad 

Haider Noorani
MP Candidate BJP in 1999 

attacked and killed by Militants 



Every year, on its Infantry Day, the Indian 
Army commemorates saviour of Kashmir 
Mohd Maqbool Sherwani. It has also 
constructed a Memorial Hall in his name in 
Baramulla town. But that is all. None else 
observes a day for this saviour whom the 
tribals captured on November 7, 1947 and 

virtually crucified.

 Highlighting Maqbool's daring deed , his first cousin 
Ghulam Mohd Sherwani, General Secretary, District Congress 
Committee, Baramulla, says, "Way back in 1947, the young Mohd 
Maqbool Sherwani was just 19 but he single-handedly frustrated 
the advance of thousands of raiders (Kabailis) from Baramulla, 
thus giving valuable time to the Indian Army to land in Srinagar 
and push back raiders. The raiders put him on a wooden cross, 
nailed him and fired upon 10-15 times. He remained like that for 
two to three days. His body was brought down only when the 
Army reached the place.”

 Ghulam Mohd says that when the raiders were heading 
for Srinagar, Maqbool Sherwani misguided the infiltrators on to 
wrong routes and made them lose four precious days so that the 
Indian army could reach Srinagar for its defence. When Maqbool 
was captured by raiders, the Amir of raiders softly told Maqbool 
“You are a promising young man. We will forgive you if you 
yourself join us. As proof positive of your change of heart, you 
must tell us the secret position of the militia (state force) and 
Indian troops in Shalteng and also show us the shortest route to 
the Srinagar aerodrome". “No, that shall not be", was the firm 
reply of the saviour Sherwani. The Amir wrote "Sherwani is the 
traitor; his punishment is death" on a piece of paper in Urdu and 
pasted it on his forehead. The Amir ordered his his men, "Tie his 
ears and his drooping head and arms straight to the posts so that 

Maqbool Sherwani



every passer-by can see him.. Fire …" .

 On 8th of November, 1947, raiders were driven out of 
Baramulla. One of the first acts of the freed people was to reclaim 
the dead body of Sherwani and to bury it in the graveyard of Juma 
Masjid of the town with full military honours. Since his childhood 
Maqbool was a dedicated activist of Sheikh Mohd Abdullah. He 
was martyred before he could marry Zeba with whom he was 
engaged. When Mohammad Ali Jinnah visited Kashmir and 
spoke at Baramulla on his 'two-nation' theory Sherwani forced 
him to come down from the platform and this stopped his speech. 
Ever since the founding of the All Jammu and Kashmir National 
Conference in 1939 by Sheikh Abdullah, Maqbool Sherwani had 
been a staunch supporter of the national cause of the forty lakhs of 
Kashmiris who demanded freedom from the Dogra monarchy. “ 
But today the Sherwanis are being looked upon as “traitors'' and 
branded as “Indian agents.. The successive governments have 
ignored them ," says Ghulam Mohd.

 Amir ordered his men, "Tie his ears and his drooping head 
and arms straight to the posts so that every passer-by can see 
him.. Fire …" . On 8th of November, 1947, raiders were driven out 
of Baramulla. One of the first acts of the freed people was to 
reclaim the dead body of Sherwani and to bury it in the graveyard 
of Juma Masjid of the town with full military honours. Memorial 
hall in in the name of Maqbool Sherwani constructed by the army.

 About Sheikh Mohd Abdullah, he says that he was a self 
centered person who never cared for his loyalist workers after 
getting power. That tradition still continues in the National 
Conference. “When my brother was assassinated, Maqbool's 
father Mohd Abdullah Sherwani met Sheikh Mohd Abdullah and 
asked for a livelihood for his other son. Sheikh Mohd Abdullah 
did not care," he says.

 Ghulam Mohd is the only person from the Maqbool 



Sherwani's family who joined politics in 1958 when he was 
serving in the education department. Later, he became an active 
member of Indian National Congress in 1975. Asked about the 
Kashmir problem, he said there would be no end to the ongoing 
dialogues process being held between India and Pakistan and 
Kashmir would remain depressed.

 He said, “those who visited Pakistan or PoK in private 
discussion told me that they have no love for Pakistan”. 
Commenting upon the political scenario of the state, he said, 
"Coalition governments in J&K state never worked. When Mir 
Qasim was Congress chief minister, the party was being 
considered pro-people party and it flourished but after his 
removal the party slipped into lobbyism. The central leadership 
of Congress is responsible for encouraging lobbyism between 
Gulam Nabi Azad, Union Health Minister, and Prof. Saifudin 
Souze (State President of Congress)."

 He said that he met Congress President Sonia Gandhi in 
2009 with a memorandum of the grievances of workers and 
requested her to set the state committee in order, but 'till now 
nothing has happened.' About the Congress-National 
Conference alliance, he said, "both are cutting each other's roots. 
The coalition between the two has never ever percolated  down  
to grass-roots."
 
 





ROLE OF AGED INCAPACITATED:

 To what extent the masses were involved to see the success 
of the Praja Parishad movement can be judged that even dumb, 
incapacitated and aged did not, lag behind.
                            
 Amongst such persons were noteable Jhalla brothers of 
Jain Bazar. They were Ram Lal and Des Raj. Sh. Ram Lal who 
could not speak played his part in pasting the hand written wall 
posters and had been contributing a part their income to Pt. Ji for 
the cause of Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh.
                             
 The Jhalla brothers were having a shop in Jain Bazar 
Jammu. They were famous for preparing Pheniyan and Kutlamas 
(a particular type of preparation for special occasion by using 
Desi Ghee and Maida).
                               
 Though Jhalla brothers have passed away several years 
back but their shop is still known by their name.

SENIOR CITIZENS IN PP

 Though the Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana Sangh was 
known as that young men but some quite elderly persons held the 
party posts.
                         
  In Jammu city Dewan Bishan Dass, Sh. Sham Lal alias 
Shamu Shah and others held important positions in the city 
committee of Praja Parishad.



Sh. Ram Lal Arora

Sh. Sant Ram Arora

Bishan Dass Sharma

Pt. Gyan Chand Raina 
Dansal, Praja Parishad

Sh. Atma Ram Sharma 
Akhnooor

Lal Chand Verma
Udhampur



Sh. Sham Lal Ji (Shamo Shah)

                             Sh. Bishamber Dass Sharma

Sh. Bhagwan Dass 
Padha of Tange wali Gali Jammu

 a leading activistof Praja Parishad/ 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh.                                     

Ch. Waryam Singh Smailpur and his brother 
Ch. Nasib Singh of Samailpur of Bisjhnah area 

of Jammu were leading activits of
 Praja Parishad/ Bharatiya Jana sangh

Sh. Dina Nath Sharma
Deputy Chairman of Jammu 

M.C. and leading activists of BJS

 Sh. Sat Pal Khajuria Secretary 
of Praja Parishad 
from Samba 1953



Master Sohan Lal 
Dedicated leader of Praja Parishad

(26-04-1939 to 18-03-2006)

Sh. Satish Mahajan 
Praja Parishad activist and 

Ex-Councilor, Bakshi Nagar
(23-07-1938 to 21-06-2014)

Subedar Dharam Singh
Senior activist Teh Akhnoor 

Praja Parishad

Sh. Sat Paul Gupta

Bal Krishan Jammu 
Praja Parishad/

Bharatiya Jana Sangh/
 Bharatiya Janata Party 

senior activist of Panjtirthi Jammu

Sh. Brij Lal Sharma
Katra Vaishnooo Devi  

(06-01-1928 to 03-02-1995)



Swami Raj Katal
of Praja Parishad/

Bharatriya Jana Sangh, a
 leading activist of

 Bhaderwah Doda who was
 shot dead by terrorists.

Sh. Ruchir Kumar 
the hero of Doda 

Martyred on
 7th June' 1994

Lt. Sh Satish Kumar Bhandhari 
from Doda

Thakur Santosh 
the hero of doda war.                                                                              



Senior activist of Praja Parishad

Thakur Surjeet Singh 

^^ykokfjl tkxhj ugha**

/kqu %& vkvks cPpks rqEgsa fn[kk;sa----------------
mUgsa d;ker rd feyus dk] tEew o d'ehj ugha] 
vax vVwV gS Hkkjr dk] ;g ykikfjl tkxhj ughaA

1- ftldh [kkfrj yk[kksa ohjksa us nh gal dj dqjckuh] ygw 'kghnksa dk cgrk cu] 
ftldh unh;ksa dk ikuh] ge nq'eu dh pyus nsaxs] ;gk¡ dksbZ rnchj ugha] vax vVwV gS Hkkjr 
dk] -----------

2- ns[kks gjs Hkjs [ksrksa esa] D;k lqUnj gS gfj;kyh] eu eksfgr djus okyh gS] glds Qwyksa 
dh ykyh] cUnj ds gkFkksa nh tk,] ;g ,slh rlohj ugha] vax vVwV gS Hkkjr dk] -----------

3- ftl /kjrh ij dslj Qwy] gjs [ksr gS ygjkrs] lfn;ksa ls d'ehj fuoklh] Hkkjroklh 
dgykrs] dkSu dgs ;g Hkkjr :ih] jk¡>k dh fiz; ghj ugha] vax vVwV gS Hkkjr dk] -----------

4- iwtk ikB] fuekt dk >?kMk+] ;gk¡ ugh rdjkj gS] jxksa esa lcdh ,d ygw gS] HkkbZ;ksa 
tSlk I;kj gS] ftl dh dfM+;k¡ vyx vyx gks] ;g ,slh t+athj ugh] vax vVwV gS Hkkjr dk] ----
-------

5- dne dne ij tks /kedkrs Fks gedks rdjhjksa esa] ns[k fy;s og fdruk ne gS] Hkkjr 
ds j.kohjksa esa] vc rks xkt+h Hkwy ldsaxs] Hkkjr dh 'ke'khj ugha] vax vVwV gS Hkkjr dk] ----------
-

6- gesa jkst+ tks vejhdk ds] VSdksa dk Mj fn[kykrs] L;kydksV] ykgksj xaok dj] flj 
/kqurs Fks iNrkrs] D;k j.k xkFkk viuh xkrk] njkZ gkth ihj ugha] vax vVwV gS Hkkjr dk] ---------
--

7- bl ij dOtk ds eulqcs] cqjh rjg ukdke gq,] gkj ekj [kk ikfdLrkuh] nfu;k esa 
cnuke gq,] lSj djsa ckxs tUur dh] ;g mudh rdnhj ugh] vax vVwV gS Hkkjr dk] ;g 
ykokfjk tkxhj ughaA

8- bl /kjrh djs ygw ls lhapk] yk[kksa ohj tokuksa us] Hkkjr :ih 'kek¡ ij] tyus okys 
ijokuksa us] D;k ¼fuHkhZd½ dh dfork esa] og fctyh dh rklhj ugha] vax vVwV gS Hkkjr dk] 
;g ykokfjk tkxhj ughaA

Poem written by Thakur Surjit Singh



DODA AGITATION

 The Muslim majority big district of Doda in Jammu region was 
created under a design by the interim regime of Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah in 
1950, despite opposition by Praja Parishad and some other nationalists. But 
opponents were dubbed as communalists. There was not much difference in 
the population. The ratio of Muslims and that of Hindus was about 55:45.
 
 Adjoining Kashmir valley, this district became big centre of activities 
of Kashmir Plebiscite Front, which was formed in 1954 after the Sheikh had a 
strayed and was jailed by his own colleagues in August 1953. The Praja 
Parishad / BJS had strong units in some parts of this belt but the activists had to 
face quite tough times, both from the administration and the secessionists.

 In 1990 when the armed militancy assumed alarming proportions and 
the minorities were forced out from the vale of Kashmir, this district of Doda 
district was their next target of the ultras. Some local youths led by an ex-
serviceman Subedar Surjit Singh formed some Village Defence Committees 
but these were not enough to meet the challenge. 

 In 1994 the BJP launched movement at national level viz Save Doda 
district. Thousand of BJP activists including top leadership reached Jammu to 
court arrests. They also included Sh. Atal Behari Vajpayee, L.K. Advani, Dr. 
Murli Manohar Joshi and others.

 In wake of this movement a number of security arrangements were 
taken. These also include large member of VDCS and deployment of forces.

 The extent of threat of the enemy could be well gaudged that between 
1991 to 2002, there were as many as about sixty incidents of massacres to 
terrorise and force migration but about forty were recorded in this district of 
Doda alone.
Since 2009, this vast belt of Doda has been divided into three administrative 
districts viz Doda, Kishtwar and Ramban.

 There had been considerable change in law and order problems as also 
the political activities.
But the BJP had been to make big sacrifices as several of its activists had 
sacrificed their lives at the hands of ultras.
Those who had victims of the enemy bullets, they also include:
i. Adv. Santosh Thakur 
ii. Sh. Swami Raj Kattal of Bhaderwah
iii. Sh. Ruchar Kumar
iv. Sh. Satish Bhandari.





Pt. Ji with Durga Dass Verma, Shiv Charan Gupta, 
Sham Lal Sharma and other activits of 

Praja Parisahd

Sh. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Rishi Kumar Koshal 
with other Leaders at Jammu in 1952



Leaders of Praja Parisad gathering for, 
Satyagrah in 1953

People waiting for message from
 Pt. Ji under national flag for 

Satyagrah in 1953



Youth activists of Praja Parishad in 
Satygrah at Udhampur

                           Photo of Praja Parishad satyagrah



Ladies support to Praja Parishad and sitting for 
Satyagrah

Activists from Akhnoor Satyagrah Lala Ram 

Saroop Gupta, 

Pt. Bachitru Ram, Bava Durga  Dass etc.



Warm welcome of Pt. Prem Nath Dogra 
at Hira Nagar

Jammu and Kashmir Currency in Samvat 1934



Guru Ji and Hari Singh at Srinagar in 1947 
before Accession



Sh. Atal Ji with Shiekh Mohd Abdullah

Sh. Raju Bhaiya at Jammu



Atul Ji with Praja Parishad activists at Jammu after 
the death of 

Dr Shayma Parshad Mookerjee

Balraj Madhok Ji , Atal Ji, 
Raj Mata Vijay rajiya Sandhya



Leaders of Praja Parishad & 
Jan Sangh after meeting

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee with Nehru and
other National leaders

Sh. Balraj Madhok with 
Sh. Atal Ji

All India Jan Sangh President Pt. Ji sitting with Sh. Dev Parshad 
Ghoshe Sh.Rama Rau (All India President of Jan Sangh) and 
Sh. Deen Dayal Upadhay (Gen. Secretory) In 1954 at Jammu



Dr. Mookerjee with other leaders before entering 
the Jammu and Kashmir

Mother and Father of Sh. Guru Jee with Pt. Prem Nath
 Dogra, Sh Bhagwat Saroop, Sh. Sham Lal Sharma, 

Narsingh Dass, youngest Sudesh Gupta &  other Swayan Sewak 
on their visit to Shree Mata Vaishnoo Devi in late forties.



At present one of the party leader of BJP resides in 
the same house where Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee

 is seen in interacting with Sheikh Abdullah & 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohd. 

On 10-05-1952.   

Syama Prasad with Sheikh Abdullah and 
Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad 

in Srinagar on 10.05.1952



Rare photo of senior leaders including 
Atal Ji 



Sh. L.K.Advani ji, Dhan Raj Balgotra,, 
krishan Lal Sharma, Amar Nath Bhanda alng with

 local leaders at Jammu

Senior BJP Leader Shiv Charan Gupta discussing a 
point with Venkaiah Naidu at BJP Rally 

at Janana Park Jammu



Pt. Prem Nath Dogra welcomes Shri Guruji 

Sh. Pramod Mahajan addressing a gathering 
at Jammu.



Datto Pant Thengadi at Jammu

Sh. Atal ji with 
Pt. Deen dayal Updhay

 at Jammu
Statue of Dr. Mookerjee at Lakhanpur 
and L.K Advani, Mohan ji Bhagwat, 

Nitin Gadkari along with other
 Natioal Leaders



Pt. Ji with Megh Raj Bali & Muslim Leaders
 at Rajouri

Kusha Bahu Thakure Ji at Jammu Press Conference
 with local leaders



Mata Vijay Rajya Sindhya delivering address in a 
big Rally of Hindu Samalan in Jammu

Atal Ji, Lal Krishan Advani, with Jammu leaders 
at a Lunch



Pt. Ji at a Public meeting at akhnoor

Pt. ji touring in village area in 1952



Pt. Prem Nath Dogra, Pt. Deen Dayal Updhayay and 
Rishi Kumar Koushal at a press conference in Jammu

Sh. Madhukar Dattatraya Deoras Ji (3rd RSS Chief) 

at the residency of Sh. Sham Sunder Bhatia 
In Jammu 



Sh. Atal ji with Rajnath Singh

Sh. L.K. Advani ji 
with Atal ji  

at his residence



Hositing Flag at Lal Chowk Srinagar on
 26th January 1992

Sh. Murli Mnahor Joshi, Sh.Narendera Modi, 
Prof. Chaman Lal 

Advani Ji in inauguration of Sindhu Darshan 
at Leh 2003



Sh. Atal Bihari Vajpaee at Jammu.

Sh. L. K.Advani, Sh. Kedar Nath Sahani, Sh.Vashanvi, 
Bhagwat Swaroop along with local leaders



Skinder Bakht with 
Prof. Chaman Lal Gupta

Sh. Narendra Modi with Surinder Singh Bhandari



Shyama Prasad Mukhreejee last pic at jammu

Last picture of Dr. Shyma Parshad Mokeerje 

at jammu saying “Bharat Mata ki Jai”

Dr. Mookerjee and his two companions imprisoned in a small 
cottage near Nishat Garden which is designated a sub-jail. The sub

 jail is not equipped with any facilities, not even a telephone. 
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SPEECH  OF  SHRI  N.C.  CHATTERJEE,  M.P., 

In the house of the people on Kashmir Issue on the 26th June , 
1952

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

 Until now India had placed herself under a self-denying 
ordinance with regard to Kashmir. There was a general feeling of 
reluctance to say anything which might help Pakistan in its anti- 
Indian propaganda. But, sir, unfortunately, some of the recent 
speeches of Sheikh Abdullah as the chief Minister of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir compel us to speak out our mind; specially 
the resolutions passed by the Kashmir Constituent Assembly 
compel us to review the Constitutional position and both the 
Government of India and the House of the people should address 
themselves seriously to the situation which is now facing us.

BIGGEST BUNGLING

 Mr. Alam Campbell Johnson has said in his book “Mission 
with Mount batten” that when Sheikh Abdullah was nominated 
to represent India at lake Success, there was uneasiness in high 
quarters because he was known as a “flamboyant personality” 
and when a flamboyant personality makes flamboyant speeches, 
always difficulty comes into being. Sir, we maintain that our 
Govt. has bungled badly over the Kashmir issue. THE BIGGEST 
BUNGLING WAS TO PREFER THE KASHMIR PROBLEM TO 
THE UNO. The big leaders were afraid and succumbed to the 
machinations of the imperialists, supposed to be friends of India. 
The sooner we get out of the UNO and withdraw this problem, 
the better for India and for Kashmir. THE SECOND BUNGLING, 
SIR WAS THE 'CEASE FIRE' ORDER. While the valiant Army 
had gone into Kashmir and was chasing the marauders and 
aggressors who were helped by Pakistan and the whole territory 
was going to be cleared by our valiant soldiers, this unfortunate 



'Cease fire' order went. The result is that Kashmir territory, which 
is under the law, under the Constitution and by all cannons of 
morality and Justice Indian territory, one third of it – more than 
that- is today occupied by these illegal trees passers who are still 
sticking to it and we are passive spectators and cannot do 
anything.

A  TRAGIC  OFFER

 THE THIRD BUNGLING. Sir, to my mind, that is the 
most tragic thing which happened in Indian History, WAS THIS 
OFFER OF A PLEBISCITE, which should never have been given. I 
maintain and I say with al earnestness that under the law, under 
the Constitution, accession to the Dominion of India under 
section 6 of the Government of India Act, as amended after the 
Indian Independence Act, was final and irrevocable, and there 
ought not to have been any question of plebiscite. THIS TRAGIC 
OFFER OF PLEBISCITE LED TO ALL THIS RESULT AND WE 
ARE FACED TODAY WITH A SERIOUS SITUATION. Indian 
blood  had been shed on the valley of Kashmir, 150 crores of 
rupees of the Indian tax payer's money has been spent there and 
more will have to be spent there and yet we are not out o f the 
woods. Not only that Sir, is this responsible for the uncertain 
situation and for the pandering to communalism which the 
Government of Kashmir is today doing. Look at it. Sheikh 
Abdullah says: “How can I face the Kashmir Muslim?”  That is an 
astonishing statement- what about the poor Hindus of J&K?  
What about the people of Jammu?
 
 Shri Ghulam Qader (Jammu and Kashmir): “Kashmir 
me communalism hai, us ka ap kya sabut hai?”

ACCESSION FINAL & IRREVOCABLE

  Shri N.C.Chatterjee: sir, I hope I will go on uninterrupted. 
My hon. friend will have his turn. Sir, we expected a different 



stand from Sheikh Abdullah. He has go to talk like this because of 
this offer of plebiscite, which ought not to have been given. I 
MAINTAIN THAT THE ACCESSION IS FINAL AND 
IRREVOCABLE. Under our Constitution too, Kashmir is an 
integral part of India. Under Article 1 the Union consists of a 
Federation of States, and it is a Part 'b' State. There cannot be any 
going back on that. But the unfortunate thing is that the 
Constituent assembly is doing something there which is against 
the spirit of our Constitution. I know my hon. and learned friend, 
Dr. Katju, will point to me article 370 of the Constitution. Article 
370 itself says, Sir, that “for the purposes of this article, the 
Government of the State means the person for the time being 
recognised by the President as the Maharaja of Jammu and 
Kashmir acting on the advice of the Council of Ministers for the 
time being in office under the Maharaja's Proclamation, sir, 
before, me. It was read out to the Constituent Assembly of India 
by the hon. Mr Gopal aswami Ayyangar on the 17th October 
1949. That Proclamation signed by the Maharaja said as follows:
“I hereby ordain as follows:-

(I) My council of Ministers shall consist of the Prime Minister 
and such other Ministers as may be appointed on the advice of the 
Prime Ministers. I have by Royal warrant appointed Sheikh 
Mohd. Abdullah as the Prime Minister with effect from the Ist 
day of March 1948.
 
 Then, Mr. Gopalaswami Ayyangar pointed out that the 
Proclamation set out another sentence as follows.
“The Prime Minister and other Ministers would function as a 
Cabinet and act on the Principle of joint responsibility.”

A TRAVESTY OF FACTS 

 Sir, I maintain it is absolutely a travesty of facts to say that 
they have achieved a wonderful thing- this wonderful 
Constituent Assembly of Kashmir- by abolishing despotism, or 



tyranny or any Unconstitutional rule of a tyrant who was sitting 
on the throne as the Maharaja. Immediately this Proclamation 
was promulgated by the Maharaja and Article 370 of the 
Constitution came into operation, the Maharaja of Kashmir was 
nothing but a constitutional ruler just as the other Rajpramukhs 
are, and IT IS ABSOLUTELY WRONG TO SAY THAT THEY 
ARE GOING TO REMOVE OR LIQUIDATE THE MAHARAJA 
AND A TRIUMPHANT PROGRESS IN DEMOCRACY IS BEING 
ACHIEVED IN THAT WONDERFUL STATE OF JAMMU AND 
KASHMIR. But, sir what about article 366? I would request my 
learned friend Dr. Katju to remember article 366. It is not in Part 
XXI not in the chapter dealing with temporary and transitional 
provisions. In clause (21) of article 366 there is a definition of 
“Rajpramukh”; it says as follows:-

“RAJPRAMUKH”MEANS-

 (a) In relation to the State of Hyderabad the person 
who for the time being is recognised by the President as the 
Nizam of Hydrebad;
 
 (b) In relation to the State of Jammu and Kashmir or the 
State of Mysore, the person who for the time being recognised by 
the President as the Maharaja of that State;”

SOVEREIGNTY OF PARLIAMENT

 Now this is our Constitution. I am not for any particular 
Raja or Maharaja. I am not one of those who would support any 
vestige of feudalism in the Republic of India. But this is our 
Constitution and the Constituent Assembly of J&K must 
recognise the sovereignty of the Indian Parliament, the 
sovereignty of the Indian Republic and that this Constitution is 
the paramount and organic law which it cannot transgress. Here, 
you place the Nizam of Hyderabad on the same footing as the 



Maharaja of Kashmir and the Maharaja of Mysore. you have 
made all of them Constitutional rulers, Constitutional heads of 
States. What right has this Constituent Assembly to drive this 
kind of wedge in the Constitution and declare by its unilateral 
action that it will liquidate the rule of the Maharaja. This cannot 
be. I say with respect, dealt with by Sheikh Abdullah or by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. This must be done by bilateral action, if at all,, 
by the amendment of the Constitution. Therefore, this must be 
done by this Parliament functioning as the supreme sovereign 
authority. First of all. I maintain that they must recognise the 
sovereignty of the Indian Parliament. They must recognise that 
the Constitution is the Paramount law which the Constituent 
Assembly of Kashmir cannot transgress. They cannot infringe its 
letter and they cannot infringe its spirit; they must act within the 
framework of the Constitution. If Sheikh Abdullah cannot be 
brought to his senses, if he stands for a republic have you heard of 
a republic within a republic-if we allow this to be done, tomorrow 
the constituent Assembly of Kashmir may say-” We shall cease to 
be part B State”. They cannot do that, I maintain under this 
Constitution. Day after tomorrow they will come and say: “we 
shall not accede to India even in three matters-Defence 
Communications and external; Affairs.”I maintain that cannot be 
done that would be an outage on our Constitution.   

A DANGEROUS PRECEDENT

 Once you allow this Constitution to be tampered with in 
that manner, you will be setting a dangerous precedent.
It will have serious repercussions on the other States and their 
constitutional position would be affected, we have got to reflect 
on this. If this Parliament or the Prime Minister of India, or the 
Government of India cannot induce the Constituent Assembly or 
Sheikh Abdullah to come to their senses, if they are determined to 
say, “we shall have a separate flag of our own; we shall have an 
elected head as President; we are not going to recognise article 
366 or the other provisions of the Constitution”. It would mean an 



abridgement of the Power of this Parliament. Sir by this 
Constitution- I have not got the time, otherwise I could read it out 
to you- there is a definite Legislative abridgement of the power of 
this Parliament to liquidate the Rulers.  There is a provision that 
even this Parliament, in exercise of its legislative powers, cannot 
legislate to liquidate the rulers, nor can any legislature of a State 
exercise this power to the detriment of the guarantees given by 
the Government in Instrument of Accession. By certain solemn 
documents guarantees and assurances have been given to the 
Rulers of Indian States, and we will have to implement those 
pledges. Will you, as Members of this Parliament, allow this 
Government, with those support Sheikh Abdullah and his 
Ministry are operating, to do anything to infringe the spirit of this 
Constitution, to do something against this Constitution. They 
cannot do it. But if they cannot induce the Constituent Assembly 
to give up its stand of having a republic within a republic of 
having a separate flag of its own, and if the Constituent Assembly 
is determined to say, “We shall not fully accede to India, and we 
will not allow the people of Jammu to have their legitimate 
expression of self determination and complete accession to 
India” then Sir, I submit that the representatives of Jammu and 
Kashmir should not be allowed to participate in any discussion or 
in any voting in this House excepting in respect of these three 
subjects of defence, Communications and external Affairs what 
right have they to participate in our internal affairs?

THE INCONGRUITY.

 SIR I REMEMBER IN THE Irish debates in the British 
House of Commons, when Ireland was acceding under the Home 
Rule Bill of Gladstone only in respect of certain subjects like 
defence and External Affairs, it was made clear that no Irish 
members could sit in the House and vote on other subjects, sir, 
there is an incongruity that should be faced. I am reading to you a 
very thoughtful address by Mr. Kodanda Rao, a distinguished 
member of the Servants of India Society. He has written:- 



          “If the Maharaja's Dogra administration had its black spots, 
the Nizam's Razakar Government had blacker spots. India had to 
fight to save Kashmir from outside hostiles, the raiders and 
Pakistan. India had to fight Hyderabad to save it from internal 
hostiles, the Nizam and his Razakars. Indeed, if the maharaja 
deserved to be deposed, the Nizam deserved it infinitely more. 
And yet the Maharaja has been deposed while the Nizam has 
been made the Rajpramukh. While the Government of India has 
been chivalrous towards the hostile Nizam who defied them, 
they have been mean towards the friendly Maharaja who sought 
their protection.” 

THE NIZAM &THE MAHARAJA.

 Sir, he is a man who weighs his words. The language is 
strong. But I maintain is a fair description of the position. How 
will you face the country and say that you will keep the Nizam in 
office as Rajpramukh under the article 366, clause (21), and 
tolerate this unilateral action of Sheikh Abdullah and his 
Constituent Assembly to liquidate the hereditary ruler of 
Kashmir? You cannot do it under the Constitution, and it should 
not be left to any powerful personality here. It ought to be 
thrashed out. But if they do it, I maintain that their 
representatives should not be allowed to function here in this 
Parliament, discussing and participating in all votes for grants on 
every possible and impossible matter relating to the internal 
administration of India. That would be most in proper, and that 
should not be tolerated. 

DON'T TAMPER WITH THE CONSTITUTION

   Lastly, Sir, I would say that this flag question cannot be 
brushed aside. I know Sheikh Abdullah has been delivering 
speeches of diverse degrees of warmth and eloquence to suit 
different occasions. The latest Id. Broadcast has toned down his 
previous somewhat indiscreet utterances. We are thankful for it. 



But, Sir, are you going to allow any State to have a separate flag of 
its own? Is it not an expression of hostility towards the Union, 
towards our flag, towards our sacred flag which is the emblem of 
India's sovereignty? Are you going to tolerate that? And would 
you allow all other States to have separate flags of their own? The 
constitution of India says that there shall be one elected President 
and none else who will be the head of the State. The other 
constituent federating units will have nominated heads either as 
Rajpramukh or as Governor. Nobody else will be the elected head 
of India or her constituent units. Will you allow Kashmir to go its 
own way in defiance of the letter of the Constitution, in defiance 
of the fundamental scheme of our Constitution? I hope that will 
not be allowed to be done. Sir, this thing should be made clear, 
that it is not a question of the liquidation of a despotic monarchy. 
It had already been liquidated, finally liquidated. There is no 
question that a Tudor tyranny or Stuart despotism is being wiped 
out by the sagacious wisdom of somebody in Kashmir. It has 
already been done. It is a closed chapter. Sir, my appeal to the 
Prime Minister and to Dr. Katju is: Do not allow this Constitution 
to be tampered with or whittled down. Do not allow these 
disruptive forces to operate by saying they will have as separate 
flag or that  they will not have parity with other Part B. States that 
they will have their own elected President it is a dangerous 
innovation. You should not tolerate that. That would not be 
showing true allegiance to India. What is our predicament? India 
has spent Rs, 150 crores and more and Indian Blood has been shed 
in the valleys of Kashmir. That has been done, but we do not want 
this kind of treatment in return. Then, we shall have to say: 
“INGRATITUDE, THY NAME IS KASHMIR,” that should not be 
tolerated. That should be put a stop to. Our Prime Minister and 
our Minister of States should be firm in dealing with this kind of 
encroachment, which is an outrage on our Constitution, which is 
an outrage on the cherished document which is the supreme 
organic law of the country. 



LOK SABHA DEBATE 7TH AUGUST 1952 BY DR. SYAMA 
PARSAD MOOKERJEE

THE KASHMIR ISSUE

 I agree with the Prime Minister that the matter of Kashmir 
is a highly complicated one and each one of us, whatever may be 
his point of view, must approach this problem form a 
constructive stand-point. I cannot share the view that we creating 
a new heaven and a new earth by accepting the scheme which has 
been placed before the House on the motion of the Prime 
Minister. The question can be divided into two parts. One relates 
to the international complications arising out of Kashmir and the 
other relates to the arrangements that have to be made between 
Kashmir and ourselves regarding the future Constitution of 
Kashmir.

 It has been said that I was a party when the decision was 
taken to refer the Kashmir issue to the UNO..... that is an obvious 
fact. I have no right and I do not wish to disclose the extraordinary 
circumstances under which that decision was taken and the great 
expectations which the Government of India had no that 
occasion, but it is a matter of common knowledge that we have 
not got fair treatment from the United Nations which we had 
expected. We did not go to the UNO with regard to the question 
of accession, because accession then was an established fact. We 
went there for the purpose of getting a quick decision from the 
UNO regarding the raids which were then taking place by 
persons behind whom there was the Pakistan Government. The 
raiders merely acted on behalf of somebody else.... show-how, we 
should withdraw ourselves, so far as consideration of the 
Kashmir case is concerned , from the UNO. We can tell them 
respectfully that we have had enough of the UNO and let us now 
consider and try to settle the matter through our own efforts. I am 
not suggesting that India should withdraw from the UNO. The 
only matter regarding which the dispute still the occupation of 



the enemy. The Prime Minister said today that portion is there. It 
is a matter for national humiliation. We say that Kashmir is a part 
of India. It is so. So, a part of India is today in the occupation of the 
enemy and we are helpless. We are peace-lovers, no doubt. But 
peace-lovers to be occupied by the enemy? Of course the Prime 
Minister the Prime Minister said: thus far and no further. If the 
raiders enter into any part of Kashmir, but war on a bigger scale 
between India and Pakistan.

 It there any possibility of our getting back this territory? 
We shall not get it through the efforts of the United Nations: we 
shall not get it through peaceful methods, by negotiations with 
Pakistan. That means we lose it, unless we use force and the Prime 
Minister is unwilling to do so. Let us face facts- are we prepared to 
lose it?

 It has been said that there is some provision in the 
Constitution, that we bound by the pledges which have been 
given. Pledges? Undoubtedly, so many pledges we have given. 
We gave a pledge to Hyderabad. Did we not say that there would 
be a Constituent Assembly for Hyderabad? It was be decided by 
the Legislative Assembly of Hyderabad. But not Hyderabad 
already a part of the India Union? We gave pledges also to those 
princes whom we are liquidating in different forms today. If we 
talk of pledges we have given minorities in East Bengal. That was 
given after the attainment of Independence. The Prime Minister 
said the other day that even if Kashmir had not acceded in India, 
when Kashmir was attacked by the raiders on humanitarian 
grounds the Indian army could have marched to Kashmir and 
protected the distressed and oppressed. I felt proud. But if I make 
a similar statement, or even a similar suggestion for the purpose 
of brethren and sisters- through whose sacrifices to some extent at 
least freedom has been achieve, I am a communalist, I am a 
reactionary, I am a war-mongar! Pledges? Undoubtedly pledges 
have been given, I am also anxious that pledges should be 
respected and honoured. What was the nature of the pledges? We 



did not give any new pledge to Kashmir. Let us be clear about it.

 What was the set-up we accepted when the British 
withdrew from India? There was the Indian India divided into 
India and Pakistan and there was, if I may call it, the Princely 
India. Every one of those five hundred ruler got theoretical 
independence and they need have acceded to India only with 
relation to three subjects. So far as the rest was concerned it was 
purely voluntary. That was the pattern which we accepted from 
the British Government. So far as the 498 States were concerned. 
They came to India, acceded to India on the 14thAugust 1947 in 
relation to three subjects only, but still it was accession, full 
accession. Later on, they all come in the relation to all these 
subject and were gradually absorbed in the Constitution of India 
that we have passed. Supposing some sort of fulfilment of the 
pledge that we are thinking of so literally in relation to Kashmir, 
was demanded by these States, would we have agreed to give 
that? We would not have because that would have destroyed 
India. But there was a different approach to the solution of those 
problems. They were made to feel that in the interest of India, in 
their interest, in the interest of mutual progress, they will have to 
accept this Constitution made elaborate provisions for nationally 
absorbing them into its fabric. No coercion; no compulsion. They 
were made to feel that they could get what they wanted from this 
Constitution.

 May I ask- was not Sheikh Abdulla a party to this 
Constitution? He was a member of the Constituent Assembly; but 
he is asking for special treatment. Did he not agree to accept this 
Constitution in relation to the rest of India, including 497 states if 
it is good enough for all of them, why should it not be good 
enough for him in Kashmir?

 We are referred to the provision in the Constitution. The 
Member from Bihar... said there was going to be compulsion; that 
we are going to hold a pistol at the head of Jammu and Kashmir 



saying that they must accept our terms. I have said nothing of the 
kind. How can we say that? What is the provision we have made 
in the Constitution? Article 373- read it and read the speech of 
Shri Gopalaswami Ayyangar when he moved the adoption of 
that extraordinary provision. What was the position then? All the 
other States had come into the picture. Kashmir could not 
because of special reasons. They were: first the matter was in the 
hands of the Security Council; secondly, there was War; thirdly, a 
portion of Kashmir territory was in the hands of the enemy and 
lastly and assurance had allowed to be formed and the wishes of 
the people of Kashmir ascertained through a plebiscite. Those 
were the factors that had yet to be fulfilled and that was why a 
permanent decision could not be taken. It was a temporary 
provision.
 
 He said categorically that he and also the Kashmir 
Government hoped that Jammu and Kashmir would accede to 
India just as any other State has done and accept the provision of 
the Constitution. It is not a question of compulsion on our part. 
The Constitution of India does not say that whatever the 
Constitution Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir would ask for 
India would give. That is not the provision. The provision is-
agreement, consent.

 Certain proposals have been made today. Some of us do 
not like them. What are we to do? If we talk we are reactionaries, 
we are communalists, we are enemies. If we keep quiet and if a 
catastrophe comes after a year, then: you were a party to it, you 
kept quiet- therefore, you are stopped from saying anything.
 I am most anxious, an anxious as anybody else that we 
should have an honorable, peaceful settlement, with Kashmir.

 I realise the great experiment which is being made on the 
soil of Kashmir. Partition did not help anybody. I come from an 
area where sufferings are continuous, they are going on. We feel 
every day, every hour, the tragic efforts of partition, the tragic 



possibilities of approaching this national problem form a narrow, 
communal and sectarian point of view. Why did we not utter a 
single word against the policy of Sheikh Abdulla so long? I could 
have spoken. I came out of this Government two and a half years 
ago. On the other hand, I supported, whatever I spoke publicly 
the policy of the Kashmir Government. I said that this was a great 
experiment which was going on and we have to keep quiet and 
see that the experiment is made a success. We must be able to 
show that India is not only in theory, but also in fact, a country 
where Hindus, Muslim, Christians and everyone will be able to 
live without fear and with equality of rights. That is the 
Constitution that we have framed and which we propose to apply 
rigorously and scrupulously. There may be some demands to the 
contrary here and there. But do not regard that, whenever an 
attack is made on certain matters of policy, some narrow, 
sectarian, communal motive is promoting us. Rather it is the fear 
that history may repeat itself. It is the fear that what you are going 
to do may lead to the 'Balkanisation' of India, may lead to the 
strengthening of the hands of those who do not want to see a 
strong United India, may lead to the strengthening of those who 
do not believe that India is a nation but is a combination of 
separate nationalities. That is the danger.

 Now, what is it that Sheikh Abdullah has asked for? He 
has asked for certain changes to be made in the Constitution. Let 
us proceed coolly, cautiously, without any heat or excitement. Let 
us examine each of them and ask him and ask ourselves: if we 
make an allowance in respect of these matters do we hurt India, 
do we strengthen Kashmir? That will be my approach. I shall not 
say anything blindly because it transgresses some provisions of 
this book, the Constitution of India. I would not do so. I would 
have liked the Prime Minister to have sent for some of us in the 
Opposition when Sheikh Abdullah was here. He faces us today 
with his decisions. I do not like these public discussions because I 
know their repercussions may not be desirable in some quarters. 
He might not have accepted our suggestions, but I would have 



liked to have met him- those of us who differ from the Prime 
Minister's attitude on this question. I met him at a private meeting 
and we had a full and frank discussion. But we would have liked 
to have met Sheikh Abdullah and others in a friendly way and 
explained our point of view of them. We want to come to an 
agreement, an agreement which will make it possible for India to 
retain her unity and Kashmir to retain her separate existence from 
Pakistan and be merged with India.

 Since when did the trouble start? Let up look at it 
dispassionately. Since Sheikh Abdullah's return from Paris some 
time ago statements started to be made by him which disturbed 
us. Even then we did not speak out. His first statement he made in 
an interview which he gave when he was abroad about his vision 
of an independent Kashmir. And then when he came he 
amplified it then the speeches which he has made during the last 
few months were of a disturbing character. If he feels that his 
safety lies in remaining out of India, well, let him say so; we will 
be sorry for it, but it may become inevitable. But if he feels 
honestly otherwise, as I have always hoped and wished, then 
certainly it is for him also to explain why he wants these 
alterations to be made.

 ...Sheikh Abdullah spoke in the Constituent Assembly of 
Kashmir about three or four months ago, words which have not 
been withdrawn, but words which created a good deal of 
affiliations. I do not know whether the Prime Minister saw this:
 
 “we are a hundred per cent sovereign body. No country 
can put spokes in the wheel of our progress. Neither the Indian 
Parliament nor any other Parliament outside the State has any 
jurisdiction over our State.”

 It is an ominous statement. I shall make an offer to the 
Prime Minister and to Sheikh Abdullah. I shall give my full, 
whole hearted support to the scheme as an interim measure... The 



prime Minister said today that noting is final. It cannot be final, 
because things have to be discussed in their various details. But 
even then, I am prepared to give my support. Let two conditions 
be fulfilled.

 Let Sheikh Abdullah declared that he accepts the 
Sovereignty of this Parliament. These cannot be two sovereignty 
Parliaments in India. You talk of Kashmir being a part of India, 
and Sheikh Abdullah talks of a Sovereign Parliament for 
Kashmir. It is inconsistent. It is contradictory. This Parliament 
does not mean a few of us here who are opposing this. This 
Parliament includes a majority of people who will not be swayed 
by any small considerations. And why should he be afraid of 
accepting the Sovereignty of this Parliament of Free India?

 Secondly, it is not a matter of changing the provisions of 
the Constitution by the President's order. Let us look at some of 
the changes which are being sought for. We are supporters of the 
Maharaja! That is what is said against us. I have never met the 
Maharaja. I do not know him personally. We are not supporters of 
this Maharaja, or of any Maharaja as such. Bu the Maharaja is 
there not by his own free will. The Parliament of India, the 
Constitution has made him what he is, namely the constitutional 
head of Jammu and Kashmir. And what is the irony? At present 
Sheikh Abdullah's government is responsible to one who is being 
described as a wretched fellow who has to be turned out lock, 
stock and barrel. The Maharaja is there as a constitutional head. If 
you feel that this should be taken out, change your constitution. 
Say that there will be no hereditary Rajpramukhs. It is a matter 
worthy of consideration. Let us consider it. But see the way in 
which it has been put: a Hindu Maharaja is being removed. That 
is one of the war cries in Pakistan. But who finished the royal 
powers of Hindu Maharajas? Not sheikh Abdullah, but the 
Constitution of Free India. We did it. We said that no ruler would 
have any extraordinary powers, that he will be just head of the 
government which may be technically responsible to him but 



later on responsible to an elected legislature. But now great credit 
is being taken that a unique performance is being done in 
Kashmir. In every speech of his he gave it: the Maharaja, the 
Dogra raj is being finished. Is that propaganda? Is that necessary? 
You are flogging a dead horse. It is finished. What is the use of 
saying it? 
                    
 What about the elected Governor?.,,. I have got here the 
proceedings of the Constituent Assembly. The Prime Minister 
will remember that in our own Constitution we at first made a 
provision for an elected Governor, and then later on Sardar Paid 
and the Prime Minister and others felt that in the democratic set-
up that we contemplated an elected Governor had no place. Read 
the speech. It was slated that the Governor will be there to act as 
the representative of the President and if the Governor is elected 
by the people or the legislature and the Chief Minister also will be 
elected: as such there is every like hood of a dash; then again, the 
Governor will be a patty man. And the Prime Minister pointed 
out all these considerations and claimed that there was very 
special reason why In order to retain the unity of India and 
contact between the Centre and all the Slates the Governor should 
be nominated by the President. You just ignore these basic points 
because Sheikh Abdullah says: 'I want an elected head now.' Why 
can you not tell him and others what you have done in the 
Constitution, that organisational we provided for an elected 
Governor but alter a good deal of thought we did away with that? 
Even then I say II today in your Wisdom you feel that an elected 
head as a necessity and it will help you, consider it. Bring it up as a 
specific proposal. Let us discuss the pros and cons of it but 
suddenly my friend Mr. Hiren Mukerjee says: people are calling 
for an elected head. People are clamoring for an elected head 
everywhere. Are you going to have elected heads everywhere? In 
fact, as things are happening we may abolish governors 
altogether. Governorships are often reserved for various classes 
of persons—disappointed. Defeated, rejected, wanted Ministers 
and so forth. We need not have this class at all. Or, if you want to 



have them, have them I am not particularly interested. But this is 
a change for which no justification is given.
 
 And then the flag The flag has a significance, it will not do 
for the Prime Minister to say that it is a mailer of sentiment, II was 
announced in the papers three days ago that the Indian flag will 
fly only on two ceremonial occasions and otherwise the State flag 
alone will fly there. If you feel that the unity and integrity of India 
are not affected and it will not lead to fissiparous tendencies being 
generated, accept it and do it for all. But why do it as a matter of 
surrender to Sheikh Abdullah's demand?

 He wanted to call himself the Prune Minister. That is how 
he first started. Some of us did not like ii. We know one Prime 
Minister of India including Kashmir that is the Prime Minister 
who is sitting here. How can you have two Prime Ministers, one 
Prime Minister in Delhi and another Prime Minister in Srinagar, 
who will not call himself the Chief Minister, but a Prime Minister, 
At first I thought it was a small mailer and we should not look at it 
but see how the process is developing- -some sort of special 
treatment at every step and he must be treated in a very different 
way Look at the citizenship rights and fundamental rights. What 
is it that we are doing? Has the House consider it? Has the House 
discussed the pros and cons of the recommendations which have 
been made. You are changing without giving much thought the 
provisions of the Constitution regarding citizenship, it was said 
that rich people are rushing to Kashmir and purchasing property. 
As the Prime Minister men honed in his statement in article 19(5) 
there is a provision. We discussed this article threadbare when 
we framed the Constitution. There were attempts made by 
various provinces and they wanted to have some special 
protection against unauthorized purchases of land on a large 
scale. What is it that we have said? We have said that any State 
legislature may pass a law, imposing reasonable restrictions 
regarding acquisition of property or movement from one pail to 
another in the public interest or in the Interest of Scheduled 



Castes and Scheduled Tribes. If Sheikh Abdullah feels that in 
Kashmir some special restriction should be done, the clause is 
there. I would like to ask the Prime Minister categorically about 
this. He has not mentioned it. He has skipped over it. Is it 
intended that the restrictions which the Kashmir Assembly will 
impose will be in accordance with its exception or is it proposed 
to give it something more? There are four classes of citizen. I have 
got the details, but I have not the time to go through them. But 
those wore done In the time of the much cursed Maharaja. Are 
they to be maintained or are they going to abolish the four 
different categories of citizenship? I am reminded of a story 
which was written by Lord Curzon in a book. A distinguished 
nobleman from England went to the court of Shah of Persia 50 or 
60 years ago accompanied by his wit o. Both of them were 
presented and the Shah was a bit inattentive and the secretary 
asked: “What should be the honour done to the lady? There were 
three different categories of Order of Chastity and the award was 
made 'Order of Chastity—class three'. That is how the order came 
out and then it was realized that something had been done which 
was of a staggering character, and of course amends were made 
after the damage was done four classes of citizenship in Jammu 
and Kashmir what for? They should be abolished. There should 
be only one class of citizenship. Would Indians take all your 
property? It was not suggested that Indians should go and 
purchase property as they liked. Supposing some Indian comes 
and purchases some property, you may have legislative 
measures. We have accepted it. What is the fear? We have a 
Kashmir Prime Minister of India We have a Kashmir Home 
Minister of India. We are happy in India. We do not mind it. We 
welcome them. What is the fear? Is it feared that Indians will go 
and invade Kashmir and one of them will become the Chief 
Minister of Jammu and Kashmir? We are not going to raid Jammu 
and Kashmir. I have never visited this beautiful part. I would like 
to go and stay there for some time. I have riot got the money to 
purchase a house. In any case, I would like to go there. This is 
what you have in regard to fundamental rights. You are having 



new changes there which are very difficult to justify. The Prime 
Minister mentioned 2 or 3 things scholarships and services etc. 
What is this etc. And why Services. In services, do you want to 
make a difference between one citizen and another. Even there, as 
you know, in our Constitution. Parliament and Parliament alone 
has the right to make special provision regarding entrance to 
services for those who have to be protected now there are similar 
demands made in the South. I have been going through their 
demands during the last few weeks. They also feel perturbed by 
the strict operation of some of these provisions. When you throw 
open the doors to them, they also will want similar protection.

 There is another thing to which Prime Minister has riot 
referred, I was really amazed to find how a special provision 
could be made. As you know two lakhs of people have gone 
'away to Pakistan. There is a provision that a special law will be 
incorporated to get these peop1e back to Kashmir. War is still 
going on. On the one hand Fundamental rights regarding civil 
liberty are proposed to be made more strict., and on the other, you 
are going to throw open the door and allow Pakistanis to go to 
Kashmir; for this there is to be a special law and there Is a special 
agreement. Why this anxiety on the part of Sheikh Abdullah to 
make a special provision for getting back those who ran away to 
Pakistan and who are not prepared 10 come. Is there any point in 
it? How will it affect security?... Those who have been killed 
cannot go back. Those who are alive can come back tomorrow if 
they honestly believe in India and if they ready want to live in 
Jammu. They must be tested. Let them come back. No special 
provision is needed for it So far as Jammu is concerned, as you 
know, it was a most tragic state. It was done by both sides. There 
were Muslims who were bitter and there were Hindus who were 
bitter. That was a dark period when many parts of India were like 
that, but today, what the position. You have alkwicd how many 
thousands I forgot the number. They have come away from 
Jammu and Kashmir and are a burden on India. Why should not1 
there be a special provision here in the agreement that promptly 



they will be taken back to Jammu and Kashmir?' 

 There are several thousand of them who have come. Why 
are they not going back. I do not know how many pandits have 
come away from Kashmir. They also must go back to Kashmir. So 
far as the other portion is concerned, that also is a serious matter. 
In the one-third portion of Jammu and Kashmir which Is now 
under Pakistani occupation, nearly 1 lakh of Hindus and Sikhs 
have come and taken shelter, within die Kashmir territory. What 
will happen to them? They will have to be taken care of. You are 
thinking of those who have become Pakistanis for the limo being. 
You will reconvert them and reconfirm on them the status of 
Kashmiri citizen but those unfortunate beings who today have 
taken shelter, how will  they be given accommodation? Is there 
land enough for them. These are matters which had not received 
any attention.
 
 As regards the emergency provision. It is an amazing 
stand If there is an emergency on account of internal disturbance. 
The President of India will not have the last say. Why this fear of 
the President of India? Can you contemplate a more gratuitous 
insult to the President of India? Here the Kashmir Government 
must conform to the Constitution. Why should they request if 
there is an internal disturbance which is the creation of their own 
misdeeds?
 
 Why should they request you if, for instance they are in 
league with others from the upper side. China or Russia, through 
our other friends? Why should they come and request you for 
your interference? I would expect the Prime Minister to tell 
whether the other emergency provisions apply or not. As you 
know, there are two other very important emergency provisions 
in the Constitution. Article 354 relates to application of provisions 
relating to distribution of revenues while a proclaim action of 
Emergency is in operation and the other article is 356 relating to 
provisions in case of failure of Constitutional machinery in States. 



Has Sheikh Abdullah accepted the application of article 356 or 
has he accepted the more important provision contained in article 
360—provisions as to financial emergency. Has he accepted that 
provision? The Prime Minister does not make any reference to it. 
The Supreme Court's jurisdiction also has not yet been accepted.
 
 I shall conclude, by making this constructive suggestion. 
These comments which I made naturally I had to make without 
commenting In detail on the reactions of Sheikh Abdullah He 
wrote to me and said that he would like to meet me when he was 
in Delhi last time. I was not here on that day. So I could not meet 
him. I sent him friendly reply. Perhaps I would meet him some 
time. II is not a question of his meeting me or I meet him. I submit 
that we must proceed according to certain standards. First of all 
there is no question of the President by virtue of his power to 
make orders altering the provisions of the Constitution in 
material respect.

 If the Prime Minister tools that a case has been made out 
for re-examination of certain important provisions for instance 
land, if you fool that and should be taken without payment of 
compensation, provide for it in the Constitution. You consider all 
these items and make your provisions so elastic that you can 
apply them either to the whole of India or you can apply them to 
only such parts where this Parliament of India will feel that such 
special treatment is necessary. Proceed in accordance with a 
constitutional manner, not just play with the Constitution. It is a 
sacred document, and ii is a document on which much labour and 
much thought were bestowed. If you feel some changes are 
necessary in order to take into consideration the new set up that is 
slowly developing in India, whether in Kashmir or other parts of 
India, by all means let the people of the country have a chance to 
express their opinion.

 Lastly a charge was levelled that some of us have 
advocated separate consideration of Jammu and Ladakh. I would 



assure you and the House that I do not want that Jammu and 
Kashmir should be partitioned. I do not know the horrors of 
partition. I know the results which may ensure if partition comes. 
But the responsibility for preventing partition will rest on those 
who are  today the masters of Jammu and Kashmir and are not 
prepared to adopt the Constitution of India. What is the crime ii 
today the people of Jammu claim that they should be treated 
separately, in the sense that they should be allowed to pint fully 
with India mark it, it is not a question of running away from India 
if they say that they would like to accept in toto the Constitution 
of free India. Is there any crime that they then commit? I am not 
suggesting that you partition Jammu and Kashmir I am not 
suggesting that you send Kashmir or Kashmir valley out of India. 
And it is not for me or for us sitting in this House to decide this 
mailer. As the Prime Minister pointed out very rightly his the 
people of that territory who will have to decide. Now suppose the 
people of Jammu and Ladakh feel that either it should be lull 
accession in relation to the whole of Jammu and Kashmir, or if 
that is not acceptable to Sheikh Abdullah, then, at least these two 
Provinces, the two separate entitles could be justified historically 
or otherwise, that they should be allowed to join with India. Let 
Kashmir continue in any way that It laces, oven with more 
autonomy, with less possibility of interference by India; that is a 
possibility which we cannot rule out. I hope that this question will 
be considered in its full possible implications
.  
 My friend form Kashmir, Maulana Masuodi, for whom I 
have very great regard—I tried to follow his speech this morning 
referred to Jammu, the last question which I would answer. Well, 
If ts demand is made by Jammu, he said Jammu is a Province 
which in 1941 had a Muslim majority. He said that, but did not 
complete the story. Undoubtedly it was a Muslim majority 
Province in 1941, but had  became a Muslim majority including 
those districts which have now fallen into the Pakistani-occupied 
area. So, if you exclude those areas.
  



I am not glad surrender them. I am very glad he has put the 
question. The Prime Minister says that area will not be re-
occupied, but it is a different quest on. You are not going to re-
occupy it, and it is not possible. In any case those people have 
worked against Jammu and Kashmir, they become, as has been 
repeatedly said more friendly to Pakistan than to  India. 
If you take the 1951 census figures—the figures have not been 
published, but ii is on the basis of the territory that is under our 
occupation—75 per cent of the population of Jammu will be 
Hindus. But I am not proceeding on the bases of Hindus and 
Muslim. Let me make it clear. I am proceeding on the basis of the 
will of the people to come to India either in whole or in part. If 
these two Provinces Ladakh and Jammu say that they will come 
to India with all these subjects, make it possible for them to do so.

 The same right which you are claiming for Kashmir may 
also be demanded by the people of Jammu and Ladakh. Let us 
proceed in a friendly spirit. Sheikh Abdullah himself said about a 
month ago that he will have no objection if the people of Jammu 
and Ladakh really felt that they would go to India- I am not 
saying that you have it done immediately of you proceed in that 
way, but let it be possible for the people residing in those areas to 
make up their minds which way it will be good to proceed, and it 
will also be consistent with the same principles of self-
determination which constitute the basic claims of Sheikh 
Abdullah, supported by the Prime Minister.

 



MARTYR'S 
OF 1952-53 
PRAJA

 PARISHAD 
MOVEMENT 

OF 
JAMMU

& 
KASHMIR 



^'kghnksa dh fprkvksa ij yxsaxs gj o”kZ esys oru ij 
feVus okyksa dk ;gh vk[kjh fu'kku gksxk*

1953 ds ,sfrgkfld ,d fo/kku&,d fu'kku&,d iz/kku
 vkUnksyu ds 'kghnksa dks 'kr~&'kr~ ueu

1

 

Mela Ram

 

Chhamb

 2

 

Nanak Chand

 

Dhonchak, Jourian

3

 

Basant Chand

 

Mattu, Jourian

 
4

 

Baldev Singh

 

Rati Dhanda

 
5

 

Sain Singh

 

Bhopur, Sunderbani

6

 

Waryam Singh

 

Bhopur

 

7

 

Trilok Singh

 

Pragwal

 

8

 

Baba Krishan Dass 

 

Pukharni, Sunderbani

9

 

Baba Ramji Das

 

Sodra, Sunderbani

10

 

Beli Ram

 

Nandani Sunderbani

11

 

Bikham Singh

 

Hiranagar (Mandi)

12

 

Behari Lal

 

Hiranagar (Chann Moria)

13

 

Shiva Ji

 

Balot, Ramban

 

14

 

Devi Saran

 

Balot, Ramban

 

15

 

Bhagwan Dass

 

Kanthi, Ramban

 
ft;sa ns'k ds fy,] ns'kfgr fry fry dj ej tkuk lh[ksaA
vfl/kkjk dk ozr viuk&2 dj] cwan&cwan <y tkuk lh[ksaA

vfMx jgs tks tatk es Hkh ,slh T;ksfr txkuk lh[ksaA
tuuh ds ikou pjuksa esa thou&iq”i p<+kuk lh[ksaA



LIST OF SOME 
ACTIVISTS OF 

JAMMU 
AND 

KASHMIR 
PRAJA 

PARISHAD/
 BHARATIYA 
 JANA SANGH



The Dogra’s of Jammu salutes the great patriots for their supreme 
sacrifices and facing atrocities for the honour of the National 
Tricolour during 1953 historic agitation of Praja Parishad.
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MAJOR EVENTS

1947
August
14    British India portioned and a new theocratic State of Pakistan 
 created
15   At the stroke of the midnight hour India attained freedom.
19   Lord Mount batten visited Srinagar 

October
15  Justice Mehar Chand Mahajan took over as the Prime  
 Minister of Jammu and Kashmir.
22    Armed tribesman, supported by Pak Army, entered the Sate 
 territory at several points.
24  Tribal invaders advanced towards Baramulla and  Srinagar;  
 State forces' Chief, Brigadier Rajinder Singh  killed; the 
only  power station at Mohra Destroyed by the raiders, 
plunging  the valley into darkness; the Maharaja sent his 
Deputy Prime  Minister to Delhi with letters seeking 
assistance.
26 Maharaja Hari Singh signed Instrument of Accession to  
 India.
27 Governor General Lord Mount batten accepted the  
  Instrument of Accession; the first batch of Indian 
troops, Ist  Sikh Regiment landed at Srinagar Airport.
30 Maharaja Hari Singh appointed Sheikh Mohammad  
 Abdullah as the Head of the Emergency Administration.

November
17 Birth Day of Praja Parishad 

December
1 Maharaja Hari Singh inaugurated Jammu Radio Station.



1948 
January
1 India approached Security Council for preventing Pakistan 
 from Participating or assisting invasion on State.

February
5 Addressing Security Council, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
 said aggression, not accession as Prime Minister.

March
5  Maharaja announced Interim Government with Sheikh  
 Mohammad Abdullah as Prime Minister 

June 
1 Government Transport Undertaking, the first Public Sector 
 Undertaking , was born

July 
1 Radio Kashmir Srinagar, inaugurated; Gurez liberated.
4 Brigadier Usman killed while fighting the Pakisatni  
 raiders and troops at Jhangar area of Rajouri District.
11 Tribal attack on Leh repulsed.

November 
1 India troops crossed 11578 feet high Zojila with tanks.
2 Jammu and  Kashmir University established 

1949
January
1 Cease-fire took effect from last midnight 
5  UNCIP passed resolution on holding of plebiscite with  
 certain conditions including vacation of aggression on a  
 party of J&K by Pakistan.



April
28 Maharaja Hari Singh left Jammu for Delhi

June
6  Four person were nominated by interim Govt to represent 
  the State in Parliament to enact the Indian 
Constitution. They  were Sheikh Mohd Abdullah, Mirza  
Syeed Massodi, Moti  Ram Baigra. 
16 Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, Maulana Masoodi, Mirza  
 Afzal Beg and Moti Ram Baigra took seats in Union  
  Constituent Assembly Delhi.
20 Maharaja Hari Singh signed proclamation at Delhi making 
 Yuvraj Karan singh as the regent.

October
 17  Article 370 of the Union Constitution adopted 

1952

January
15  Students protests against the hoisting of National   
 Conference Flag by the Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah  
 resulting in student's agitation. 

February
8 Brig demonstration by students outside the then Civil  
 Secretariat in Mubarak Mandi resulting in Police Firing and 
 72 hours curfew in Jammu city. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra and 
  some others arrested.

May
5 First regular budget for 1952-53 presented to Constituent 
  cum Legislative Assembly showing a deficit of Rs 
141.75   lakhs.



June
19 President of India Shri Rajender Prashad visited Jammu and 
 PP delegation by Pt. Prem Dogra submitted a memorandum 
 protesting against separatist moves of Sheikh led Govt.

July 
24 Prime Minister Nehru announced special position for J&K 
 under Delhi agreement; Parliament told Kashmir's  
accession  to  India is complete in law and in fact.

28 Sheikh  Mohammad Abdullah  declared at Lal Chowk that 
 Kashmir is part and parcel of India.

November
14 came to an end of ruling dynasty of Maharajas
15 106 year old hereditary rules abolished. Constituent  
 Assembly elected Yuvraj Karan Singh as Sadar-i-Riyasat
17 Karan Singh took over as Sadar-i-Riyasat
26 Pt. Prem Nath Dogra along with other Satyagrahis arrested 
 and agitation launched for removal of barrier between this 
 State and rest of India.

1953
May
11 Dr. S. P. Mookerjee entered the State without permit  
 and was taken to Srinagar in a jeep.
June
23 Dr. Mookerjee died during his dention shrouded in  mystery.

July   
7 The PP/BJS agitation was withdrawn on the appeal of Prime 
 Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru. 

August
8     Night Sheikh Mohd Abdullah was deposed and arrested. The 



 Same night Bakshi Ghulam Mohd took over as Prime  
 Minister of the State.
9    Sadar-i-Riyasat, Yuvraj Karan Singh dismissed the State   
 Government Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah arrested Bakshi 
 Ghulam Mohammad sworn-in as Prime Minister.

1954
February 
6    Constituent Assembly ratified accession of the State to India

May
14 Constitution (Application to J&K) Order issued by the  
 President under Article 370 extending Union Constitution to 
 the State with exceptions and modifications.
17 Srinagar linked with Delhi by teleprinter.

December
31 Public Service Recruitment Board established.

1955
January   
5 Work on Banihal tunnel began

December
10 Soviet leaders Bulganan and Kruschev arrived in Srinagar 
  and declared that Kashmir question as one of  
States of India  has been settled by people of Kashmir.    

1956
March
16 China's Chou En Lai said that the people of Kashmir have 
  already expressed their will regarding accession to 
India.

October 
19 The Government decided to set up medical college in  



 Srinagar

November
17 State Constituent Assembly adopted Constitution, interalia, 
 declaring State as inseparable part of India.
20 Former British Prime Minister Attlee says “Kashmir has  
 definitely opted for Union with India.”

December 
22 Vice President, Dr Radha Krishnan declared open the  
 Jawahar tunnel.
 

1957
January
26 State Constitution came into force.

September 
2 State Public Service Commission set up in place of  
  Recruitment Board.

1958 
May
1 Comptroller and Auditor General of India's jurisdiction  
 extended to J&K

1959
January
26  J&K High Court brought at par with other High Courts in 
  India.

1960
September
23 Regional Engineering College opened in Srinagar.

November
1 Union Election Commission for the first time conducted an 



 Assembly bye-election in Zadibal Constituency.
5  New Civil Secretariat building at Jammu inaugurated.

 1961
April
26    Maharaja Hari Singh passed away in Bombay at the age of 64

1962 
April
 27 Soviet delegates to Security Council said “Question of  
 Kashmir as integral part of India has been decided by the 
  people of Kashmir.”

October 
20 China launched attack in Ladakh

November
21 China declared unilateral cease-fire after occupying 14500 
  Sq. miles in Ladakh.

1963
March
1 Pakistan illegally transferred 200 sq. miles of State  
territory,  under its illegal control, to china under boundary 
agreement.

October
2 Prime Minister, Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad resigned under 
 Kamraj Plan.

1964
December 
3 Decision to extend Articles 356 and 357 of the Union  
 Constitution to J&K announced.

1965



January
19 Communist Party of India Set up its State Unit in Jammu.
26 National Conference converted into J&K Pradesh Congress 
 committee with  Syed Mir Qasim as its President.

March
30 State Constitution amended; Sadar-i-Riyasat and Prime  
 Minister renamed as Governor and chief Minister,  
  respectively.

August
5 Pakistan pushed armed guerrillas into Kashmir.

September
2 UN Secretary General informed Security Council that  
 violations began with armed men crossing cease-fire Line 
  from Pakistan side. 
3 Security Council immediate cease-fire and withdrawal of 
  forces
4 Indian troops crossed boundary in Lahore sector
5 Indian troops entered Sialkote sector; Security Council again 
 urged withdrawal of troops to pre-August 5 positions.
11    Cease-fire came into force.

1967
November
6 Ganjendragadkar Commission set up to inquire into the  
 complaints of regional discrimination.
18 Srinagar linked with Delhi by direct dialing system of  
 telephone.

1968
December 
3  Ganjendragadkar Commission Report presented to the Chief  
 Minister.
19    Maulvi Mohammad Farooq became Mirwaiz of Kashmir.



1969   
August
9 Panchayat elections held in Kashmir for the first time.

September
5    Separate University for Jammu created
18 Chief Minister laid foundation Stone of Town Hall in  
 Jammu.

1970
May
1 Government announced 8% reservation for Scs, 42% for  
 Backward Classes including 2 % for Ladakh's in Services.
9 Foundation stone of Srinagar Doordarshan Kendra laid .

1971
August
24 Article 226 of Indian Constitution extended to the State.

December
3 Pakistan attacked India; National Emergency declared.
6 India recognised Bangladesh; Pak Air Force attacked Jammu  
16 Unconditional surrender by Pakistani Forces in Bangladesh; 
 India declared unilateral cease-fire on Westren front.

1972
February
10 Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah said “Our quarrel with  
 Government of India not about accession but about quantum 
 of autonomy”. 
20   Pt. Prem Nath Dogra passed away of cancer in Jammu.

July



15 Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad passed away of Cardiac arrest.

October 
2 Jammu back on Railway map after 25 years.

1973
November
10 Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah reiterated Kashmir's  
 accession to India as final. 

1975
February
25 Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah took over as Chief Minister 
  with 3 cabinet Minister, M.A. Beg, D.D. Thakur, 
Sonam   Narboo. 

July 
5     Plebiscite Front dissolved.

March
13 Parliament approved Indira-Shiekh Accord

June
29 Emergency declared in J&K in line with rest of the Country

1984
April 
26  Jagmohan took over as Governor of J&K

1989
September
14 State BJP Vice- President, Tika Lal Taploo gunned down by 
 militants.

December
13  Five militants freed in exchange of Rubia Syed's release.

1990
January



19 Jagmohan re-appointed as Governor; Dr Farooq Abdullah 
 resigned in protest; Governor Rule imposed and State  
 Assembly kept in suspended 
 animation.

May
25    Governor Jagmohan resigns.

1992
January
26    BJP President, Murli Manohar Joshi unfurled tricolour at Lal 
 chowk.

1994
March
13 Governor Rao inaugurated Akhnoor bridge.

September
3 Governor Rao inaugurated new High Court complex at 
Janipora, Jammu.

1995
July
20 Nineteen persons killed, 60 injured in Purani Mandi (Jammu) 
 bomb blast.
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