1. LETTER TO CHILDREN OF BAL MANDIR

KARACHI,
February 4, 1929
CHILDREN OF BAL MANDIR,
The children of the Bal Mandir*are too mischievous. What kind
of mischief was thisthat led to Hari breaking his arm? Shouldn’t there
be some limit to playing pranks? Let each child give his or her reply.

Question Two: Does any child still eat spices? Will those who eat them
stop doing so? Those of you who have given up spices, do you feel
tempted to eat them? If so, why do you feel that way?

Question THree: Does any of you now make noise in the class or the
kitchen? Remember that all of you have promised me that you will
make no noise.

In Karachi it is not so cold as they tried to frighten me by
saying it would be. I am writing this letter at 4 o’ clock. The post is
cleared early. Reading by mistake four instead of three, | got up at
three. | didn’t then feel inclined to sleep for one hour. As aresult, |
had one hour more for writing letters to the Udyoga Mandir?. How
nice!

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9222

t Aninfant school in the Sabarmati Ashram
% Since the new constitution published on June 14, 1928 the Ashram was
renamed Udyoga Mandir.
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2. LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN

KARACHI,
February 4, 1929

SISTERS,

| hope your classes are working regularly. | believe that no
better arrangements could have been made than what has come about
without any special planning. Take full advantage of these arran-
gements.

Rasik’s condition can be described as really very serious. | do
not know whether he will be alive when this letter reaches you. But we
try to learn every day that birth and death are two facets of the same
thing. He who is born dies, and he who dies is born again. Some do
escape this cycle, but neither they nor the others need rejoice at birth
or grieve over death. | realize this and, therefore, remain unconcerned.
Rasik has recently become a votary of the Ramayana, and we feel,
therefore, that he enjoys complete peace inwardly.

| should like you women to make the kitchen and the infant
school a shining success. Do not tempt the children to eat spiced food.
Y ou will seein future that such restraint has benefited them. Y ou must
have discovered by now that abstaining from spices ordinarily does
the body no harm. It is a different matter, of course, if some persons
who have become addicted to spiced food cannot change their habit.
Think over this matter. It is entirely in your hands to stop the children
from making noise. Y ou should try and lighten Gangabehn’s burden.
Y ou may get from her other services too. Y ou should fix her hours of
work and, during certain hours, should not permit her to enter the
kitchen at all.

Y ou should give up the idea of getting ghee from anywhere
except Chharodi. If you can get no ghee from there, you should learn
to do without it. It has practically been proved now that linseed oil
does no harm whatever. So long as we get milk and curds, it does not
matter too much if we do not get ghee.

Do set alimit to the quantity of vegetables cooked. Make it a
rule that not more than ten tolas of cleaned vegetables are cooked for
each person.
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These changes require your mental co-operation. That is, you
should accept them with your heart and mind.

Y ou have got to train yourselves for work in the Bal Mandir.
Now that a teacher has been appointed specially for this—and heis an
able person—you can get all the training you need.

| shall reach there on the 16th evening instead of the 15th. Since
| arrived here a day late, one day will be wasted.

Blessings from
BAPU
[From Guijarati]

Bapuna Patro—1: Ashramni Behnone

3. LETTER TO PURUSHOTTAM GANDHI
February 4, 1929

CHI. PURUSHOTTAM,

Y ou ought to see to it that your physique improves. And it
would be a great thing if you could do this while you live in the
Ashram. However, | do not insist on that. If you are not confident that
you can build your body in the Ashram you may go to Hajira. It is
the best place we can think of. For my part, | am certain that you will
do well to take water treated with the sun’s rays admitted through
glass bottles of different colours. | have again gone through the
chapter on the subject. Fill with water a bottle of orange yellow colour,
keep it in sunlight and use the water for drinking. Note the effect. The
gruel made from wheat bran taken in the morning is also likely to
help. Consult Chhotelalji about how to prepare it. He himself will
prepare the bran for your use. Personally | would like to keep you
with me for some time during my tour and help you to make your
body strong. Y our idea about Wardha is of course right. Till | return,
adopt the remedies which | have suggested and make up your mind
about what you will do afterwards.

Blessings from
BAPU
From the Gujarati: C.W. 895. Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi
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4. LETTERSTO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

Slence Day, February 4, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,
| hope you got the two letters | wrote to you during the journey.
A postcard, too, is aletter.

The portions concerning women in the accompanying letters —
to Kishorelal and to the [Ashram] women—are of general inte- rest;
therefore show them to all. Y ou should read all letters en- closed in an
envelope addressed to you. When any such letter is not meant to be
read by you, | shall write the word “personal”on it. Y ou should spare
sufficient time from your daily work for general supervision over
everything. Think in advance of the time which each matter is likely
to require, and try your best to finish it within that time. Keep a note
of things to be attended to later and make it a habit to consult this
note every day. Such a practice lightens the burden on one's
memory. No one can carry in his memory all matters to be attended
to.

| shall return there a day later. The programme here got upset
and, owing to Monday being a silence day, alternative arrangements
could not be made except by extending the programme by a day.

Make your body strong as a rock; thisis possible. Y ou should
take more milk and ghee. If oil agrees with you, | am not particular
about ghee. If your stomach can digest almonds, | think you will need
no ghee at all. But you may make that experiment after | return there.

Y ou yourself should take charge of Vimu* and Dhiru?, or Rama®
should learn how to bring them up. They are fine children, and only
require proper attention.

| am writing all the letters for today in the early morning. The
post is cleared early and, since | chanced to get up at three, | sat down

! Addressee’ s daughter and son
%ibid
¥ Addressee’ swife
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to write letters. Compared to the temperature there, it is less cold here.
People say that the weather has changed since yesterday.

I experienced no difficulty in travelling third class. For half of
the way there were very few passengers in the train. Everyone had
enough space to sleep during the night. The only difficulty was about
the lavatory. We, therefore, bought a second-class ticket for the
professor from Abu to Hyderabad, and he and Subbiah* went and sat
in that compartment by turns. This enabled the latter to do his typing
work and the articles for Young India to be typed and dispatched. We
saved nearly fifty rupees by travelling in this fashion, apart from the
greater peace which | enjoyed. | could see that people liked my
having resumed third class travelling.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a phootstat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5383

5. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA
Silence Day, February 4, 1929

CHI. GANGABEHN,

Remember well the two things | mentioned to you in connection
with Kaku's clothes.

Give up your desire to work as hard as you possibly can. You
ought to spend at least four hours a day outside the kitchen. To guide
the other women assisting you, maintain an inventory of all the things.
If even after that something should get lost or spoilt you need not
worry. Think what you would do if you were to fall ill for four hours
every day. Our aim, after all, isto see that the organization runs.

Running an organization means that the work is carried on not
by one individual but by even new persons trained for the purpose.
This should be so for all our departments without exception. No work
should depend on any one person doing it. This means that we who
are working at present must train others for our jobs.

Don't think that it is Kusum alone who should have fixed hours
of work. Having fixed hours of work is part of running an

'Gandhiji’ s secretary
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organization. No organization can run without rules. An accident does
not occur every day. What occurs everyday is not an accident. If
bread gets spoiled everyday, we may do without it. We should think
out beforehand what we should do when accidents like bread being
spoiled occur. Even for that, you ought to enjoy some rest and peace.

| see that this kitchen has become a hard school in which you
learn something every day. You are being daily trained through new
experience.

Take care of your health. For the present, your food should be
milk and fruit. Take in small quantities at atime as much milk as you
need in the day. One is likely to feel tempted to eat fruit, in
unrestricted quantity. Y ou should, therefore, find the right quantity
for yourself. Avoid altogether coffee and sugar or sugar-candy.

Blessings from
BAPU
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro—6: G. S. Gangabehnne, p. 21

6. ALETTER

KARACHI,
February 4, 1929

CHI... %

| received your letter. You will have got more information about
Rasik from Ramdas's letter of yesterday. | am beginning to feel that
he is as good as gone. | am carefully searching my heart. | travel, |
eat, and all this only seemsright. It seems a religious duty. What
would | do by going to Delhi? Rasik is being looked after. Having
learnt the Gita by heart, how can one rejoice over birth and grieve
over death? Such illnesses are a test whether our study of the Gita is
bearing fruit.

Young India’ thistime is worth reading. | can always makeit . . .
While travelling | wrote everything in the third-class compartment.
Giving up travelling second class and giving up milk seem to have
benefited me at least for now and | therefore feel delighted like a

! Omission as in the source
2Vide “Third-Class Travelling”, February 14, 1929.
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child. I likeit. I now feel embarrassed and ashamed to travel second
class. Praise be to mother almond. | may perhaps start saying the same
about linseed oil also. Please do not make light of these experiments
of mind. They are as dear to me as the struggle for swargj. | find in
them the same peace as | do in the latter. They do not involve any risk
and may do some good.

In the event of my going to Europe, Jamnalalji had persuaded
Rajaji [to accompany me]. Both of them were of the opinion that |
should go. | think my decision is correct. It would have been
improper to have gone.

From a copy of the Gujarati: Kusumbehn Desai’ s Diary. S.N. 32577/47

7. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

February 4, 1929

CHI. MIRA,
| have been awake quite by accident since 3 am. It is now
nearing 5 am. and | have nearly finished the U.M.* post.
| travelled 3rd class again without any mishap and without any
discomfort worth the name. And it added to my mental peace. | am
never at peace with myself travelling 2nd class.

There is no more news to give you about Rasik?. There was no
wire awaiting me at Karachi and today | shall get nothing before this
is posted. The post closesat 9 am.

Did I tell you that last week it was so cold at the U.M. that the
water in the buckets and the little reservoir had frozen. The
thermometer registered 28 degrees—an unheard of temperature for
Sabaramati. We had a most magnificent crop of vegetables, cotton, etc.
Poor Somabhai had given his whole soul to the thing. Well, practically
all was destroyed by the terrible frost, even the beautiful papaiya
orchard gone. The whole fields looked like weeping. It was an
unbearable sight. And yet behind this tragedy Nature has a kindly
purpose which we cannot perceive, but believe in full faith—yes, faith
is evidence of things unseen and unseeable.

! Udyoga Mandir
2 Harilal Gandhi’s son who died of typhoid fever on February 8, 1929
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| hope you have now completely regained your normal health.
Y ou will—won’t you—recognize the limitations of your body and
insist on having the things it may need for its upkeep even as a trustee
would be bound to secure the well-being of his ward. Be sure that you
do not pamper the body, that you are treating [it] as a trust from God
to be used for your unfoldment and you will be justified, nay bound,
to supply its primary wants.

It is not enough merely to postdate the programme by two days.
It has been rearranged but it would be wise to treat Hyderabad Sind as
headquarters. | have not spent money on wiring as, whenever you post
your letters, | am bound to get them.

Love.

BAPU

[PS]
Of course you have read my articles' about the European visit.
Do you not agree? Y ou will write to Rolland.

BAPU

From the original: C.W. 5340. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9395

8. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, KARACH] 2

Februray 4, 1929

Mahatmaji in accepting the purse thanked the citizens of Karachi for having
contributed so liberally but he said that taking into consideration Lal&ji’s services to
the country and for that matter to the whole world the amount could not be very large.
Lalaji’ s services could not be adequately measured in terms of money. But money was
needed to continue and expand the work started by him. Mahatmaji hoped Sind would
give him avery big amount for this Fund.

!Vide “My Apologies’, January 31, 1929.
% The meeting was held in Rambagh grounds presided over by Narayan Das
Anandji, M.L.C. A purse for Lajpat Ral Memorial Fund was presented to Gandhiji.
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Lalaji’s work was not confined to any particular community or province. So
was his Society’ s'work. Members are from different provinces and its work is being
carried on in different provinces. So it should not be thought that Sind could not
profit by the Society’s work. Lalgji loved the whole world, but he had realized that
one who did not serve his country could not serve the world. He was a true patriot. He
lived for his country and died in its service. The money that they were offering to his
memory would be spent in furthering the work that he had started.

Coming to the second part of his speech Mahatmaji said Lalaji wanted the
same thing as Lokamanya Tilak, Swami Shraddhanand, Hakim Ajma Khan and
Deshbandhu Das had wanted. It was freedom of India

If we could cultivate the same spirit of sacrifice and win swargj that Lalaji had
aspired to win in his lifetime, we would be building a true memorial to him.

If good work was put in during the course of this year swaraj may come next
year and if it did not, non-violent non-co-operation and non-payment of taxes will be
launched upon. This could be done only if preparatory constructive work was done
during this year.

Speaking on important items in the constructive programme he spoke of
khaddar as being the only effective way of boycotting foreign cloth. He also
emphasized the importance of discarding liquor.

Further, he said he would still repeat what he said in 1921 that swaraj could not
be achieved until there was unity between all communities. A particular community
could no doubt carry on the struggle of non-violent non-co-operation. He in his
person was non-co-operating with the Government but that did not bring swaraj for
the country. Next year some section of people or some province or some taluk might
launch upon the campaign of non-violent non-co-operation but the Congress wanted
the whole country to prepare for this struggle. Again Swami Shraddhanand and Lal gji
had told us of our duty to the depressed classes. He (Mahatmaji) claimed to be a
Sanatanist Hindu though he feared his claim was disputed. But even Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya who was universally recognized as a true Sanatanist was taking
untouchable brethren to the banks of the holy Ganges and giving them holy mantra
and good advice and making them one with the Hindus.

The Tribune 7-2-1929

! Servants of the People Society
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9. TELEGRAM TO MOTILAL NEHRU

[February 4/5, 1929]*

YOUR WIRE. SIND TOUR ENDS FIFTEENTH. CAN'T DETAIN
COMMITTEE SO LONG. SUGGEST YOUR SENDING REPRESENTATIVE OR
REPRESENTATIVES SABARAMATI AFTER SIXTEENTH.
KARACHI TILL WEDNESDAY .2

GANDHI

From a photostat: S. N. 15327

10. SPEECH AT BHARAT SARASVATI MANDIR, KARACH]I *

February 5, 1929

Gandhiji made a brief but powerful speech in vindication of the existence of
national educational institutions. The national institutions were a most important
fruit of Non-co-operation. That their number had gone down was unfortunate; it
betrayed the apathy of the parents. Those that had servived the depressing political
atmosphere were like oases in a desert and Gandhiji was sure, would be found at the
most critical moment to answer the national call when the balconies of palace-like
schools and colleges would be used as soldiers' barracks from which they would be
shooting down innocent fighters for freedom. The Sardar of Bardoli was able to work
wonders because of the volunteers that were supplied either directly by the national
institutions of Gujarat or that were otherwise a product of the atmosphere of
service that these national institutions spread round them as a flower garden
spreads its fragrance in its vicinity. During the distress that overtook

! Thiswas sent in reply to Motilal Nehru' s telegram, dated February 4, reading:
“Working Committee considers consultation with you necessary regarding boycott
foreign cloth programme. Could you visit Delhi or Lahore for day on way back Sind
or any other date for meeting committee? Wire.”

> To this Motilal Nehru replied on February 5: “Y our consultation with full
Committee greatly preferable. Many members Committee staying on Delhi. Anyhow
others can come back. Y our presence would also help solution Punjab difficulty.”

® Extracted from Pyarelal’s account of Gandhiji’s tour in Sind
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Gujarat after the Phenomenal floods of 1927, it was the same atmosphere created by
the existence of national institutions that gave Vallabhbhai his army of staunch and
hard-working volunteers through whom he was able to overtake distress when the
Government machinery had become impotent to render aid to the people.

Young India, 14-2-1929

11. SPEECH AT UNTOUCHABLES MEETING, KARACH]I *

February 5, 1929

In reply to their address, asking him to secure further assistance, Gandhiji told
them that they should first deserve what they had already received and they would get,
without asking, more even than their needs. To this end he exhorted them to give up
drink, gambling, carrion-eating and to observe the rules of sanitation and hygiene. If
they succeeded in achieving that reform they would make themselvesirresistible. He
told them never to be ashamed of their occupation which he considered to be noble,
sacred and necessary for the very existence of mankind. The sweepers gave a purse for
the Lalaji Memorial.

Young India, 14-2-1929

12. SPEECH AT DEPRESSED CLASSES MEETING, KARACHI®

February 5, 1929

Gandhiji told them that it was good that they claimed Rajput descent® but they
should make good the claim by exhibiting in their own persons the qualities that the
Shastras attributed to the Rajputs. They should show chivalry towards women, and be
embodiments of fearlessness. They should be able to protect the weak and the
helpless and they should never beg as they had begged Gandhiji for help.

Young India, 14-2-1929

! Extracted from Pyarela’s account of Gandhiji’s tour in Sind

%ibid

® The members of the “Depressed’ classes had described themselves as
Mayavanshi Rajputs.
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13. SPEECH AT SKHS MEETING, KARACHI *

February 5, 1929

Gandhiji told them that neither the Mussalmans nor the Hindus had the
slightest intention of establishing their own exclusive rule. They must not take the
speeches of a few individuals as representative of either Hindu opinion or of
Mussalman opinion and above all they should not forget that even if any one
community entertained any such sinister desire it was doomed to disappointment. If
there was to be rule of any one class over another the English were there resourceful
and powerful enough to insure their own rule. All that was possible in the prevailing
circumstances was either the overthrow of the present rule and establishment of
swaraj by the joint effort of all the classes that formed the Indian nation or the
perpetuation of the present slavery. He denied that the Congress or the Nehru Report
had disregarded the Sikh claim. He reminded them that Sikh representatives were party
to the recommendations of the Nehru Report and that in any case the All-Parties
Conference had been postponed instead of being wound up for the purpose among
others of considering the question of Sikh representation. In connection with the
complaint about Dominion Status Gandhiji reiterated his well-known opinion and
adjured the Sikhs to be patient and not to lose faith in the Congress and therefore
themselves. For, he told them, the Congress could only be what all combined would
make it. It had no separate existence apart from the nation’ s will.

Young India, 14-2-1929

14. SPEECH AT D. J. S  COLLEGE HALL, KARACHI

February 5, 1929
SISTERS AND BROTHERS,

| thank you for your giving me the address’ and the purse,
which you have collected for the Lalaji Memorial Fund. Whatever you
have given me will go to the Fund and nothing shall be left
with me. You have said in your address many things in praise

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s account of Gandhiji’s tour in Sind
® Presented jointly by the students of the Law College, the Engineering
College and the Arts College
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of me. Thereis, however, an English proverb which | want to remind
you of. It says, “Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.” If | praise
anybody, | must act according to what he says. But | see that you have
gone precisely the other way about. Y ou have, asit were, praised me to
the skies, but have done nothing according to my wishes. I am not
profited by this, nor are you. What have you done? You have
presented me with an address written in English. You have
appreciatively mentioned in it all my activities, but it is now clear that
you have failed to understand me. | wish that all the students, inclined
to serve India, must work in someway. They must try to speak in their
own language. Perhaps, you thought that if you gave me an addressin
Sindhi, | would not be able to understand it. But then you could have
supplied me with a Hindi translation of it and | would have
appreciated your patriotic sentiment and felt thankful to you for it. |
would have then said, ‘Well, whatever else the Sindhis may or may not
have done, at least they have followed one of my precepts, by giving
me an address in Sindhi.” Not that | want to do away with English
altogether. English will, no doubt, have its place in India under swargj
as a medium for international commerce, but that does not mean that
it should be allowed to usurp the place of your mother tongue. Even
when foreigners come to see me, they at least try to speak as many
Hindi or other non-English words as they might be knowing in my
presence and end their conversation with a Vandemataram or a
Salaam. An English Lady came to me yesterday with her daughters. |
wanted to speak to her daughtersin English, but they preferred to talk
to mein Urdu. But what have you done? Y ou have as it were said to
me: ‘Y es, we know what you like, but we shall give you that which you
do not like.” It isjust like the story of the fox and the stork, you know
how the one called the other to a dinner and then kept him hungry.
Similarly, you have called me here. Y ou have called me the greatest
man of the world, but you have forgotten the first essential of
courtesy, viz., to address me in the mother tongue. Or was it that you
wanted only to pull my leg raising me to the frozen Himalayan
heights of mahatmaship and absolving yourselves from the duty of
following me in practice? Do not think, because | am smiling, that |
am happy at heart. Really speaking | am weeping in my heart. My
heart is bleeding to see you dressed in foreign [cloth]. Thisis very
strange to me. The Nehru Report has recom-mended that
Hindustani should be the lingua franca and officia language
of India under swarg. But, perhaps, you will turn round and
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say, ‘Oh, these are old ideas, suiting old fossils; we are not going to
follow them. We are Independencewalas.” But then | would remind
you of the example of Gen. Botha who at the time of the South
African negotia-tions after the Boer War, refused to speak in English
even before the King, but preferred to use Dutch only, taking the help
of an interpreter. That was the only thing that the representative of a
freedom-loving people could do. How dare you refuse to put on
homespun khadi prepared by the pure hands of your poor sisters?
Y ou have garlanded me with a khaddar garland, how dare you then
yourselves put on collars of foreign textures! If you must need put on
collars, why can't you put on the khaddar collars prepared by
Vithaldas Jerajani? These foreign fripperies are not decorations, they
are your fetters since they result in an annual drain of 69 crores of
rupees to India every year and help to keep her in bondage. That is
why | am crying from the housetops: Boys and girls, look to the
money that you are wasting over fripperies, remember your fellow-
beings who are starving and dying. Y ou will have one day to answer
before God’ s judgment seat the dread question, ‘What hast thou done
with thy brother?” The condition of our massesis steadily becoming
waorse. Even our commerce has been [turned] into an instrument of
our exploitation. Generally with the advance of commerce, thereis a
corresponding advance in prosperity. But in India the position is just
the reverse. Instead of adding to national prosperity our foreign trade
is only serving to take the bread out of the mouths of millions of our
artisans. No doubt, your Karachi, the Key to India, is flourishing like
Bombay, Madras and Calcutta. Land is becoming scarce and its value
isincreasing day by day. From this it might be inferred that Indiais
getting richer. But thisis a false inference. Sjt. Rajagopal achari has
prepared a beautiful chart illustrating this paradox. In that chart it is
shown how when you buy khaddar every pie that you pay goes into
the pockets of the toiling poor of Indiawhile in the use of foreign
cloth 95% of what you pay is taken out of the country and only about
5% is left in the pockets of our countrymen. Our commercial classes
have been reduced to the position of mere commercial agents for
Lancashire and it is out of the 5% which they get as their share of the
exploitation that the seeming magnificence of our big ports like
Karachi, Bombay and others is built. It was Lord Salisbury who had
observed on a historical occasion that since India had to be bled the
lancet must be applied to the congested part. If revenue had to be
derived by the process of bleeding in Lord Salisbury’s time, how
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much more so it must be now when India has become poorer as a
result of all these years of exploitation.Then have you ever considered
at what cost to the country you are receiving your education. As
students of economics you ought to know that the fees that you pay
hardly cover afraction of the amount that is spent on education out of
the public exchequer. Have you ever thought as to where the rest of
the money comes from. It comes from the pockets of the poor, the
walking skeletons of Orissa. They do not know what college education
means; their eyes lack lustre; their bodies are emaciated; when arich
Guijarati bania or arich Marwari happens to go there he flings at them
half-cooked rice, and thus they manage to eke out their existence.
What have you done for them- Nor should you forget that your
education is financed out of the notorious “excise revenue”which
spells the moral ruin of so many of your countrymen. If Lalgji’s spirit
ismoving in this hall, it will surely say: “Well, Sind has given so much
money towards my memorial, but is swara] going to be won like this,
when so many people are starving?’Y ou have contributed so much
money but the spirit of Lalaji is not satisfied, nor am I. | am weeping
in my heart, although | am trying to keep my face cheerful and to
make you laugh. Oh, how can you win swargj in this way? They alone
can win swara] who are ready to be pierced by the bayonet, who pray
to be imprisoned in jails, to be tortured for the nation’s sake; when
they are brought to the block, refuse to get their eyes bandaged,
saying: “Why bind our eyes? We are not afraid of the sharp edge of
your axe; do your work, we do not fear, for we know that out of the
blood of patriots shall grow the full-bloomed flower of liberty.” You
seem to be very enthusiastic. Outside this hall are standing many who,
if they were permitted, would break the glasses and force their way in.
But let me remind you that you have been weighed and found
wanting in my test. There is another thing which | want to tell you.
During the flood days in 1927 Prof. Narayandas Malkani had written
to me about the trouble here. He thought it necessary to import some
Gujarati volunteers here. |s it not a shame that you should require
Guijarati swayamsevaks to come here and serve you? At the most you
might accept financial help from outside, but is it not a humiliation
that you must ask Gujarat to help you with men also? In spite of all
your professors teaching, in spite of al your knowledge, you
are not ready to help yourselves? Then there is a third
thing even more important. | am told that as soon as marriage
is proposed to a Sindhi young man he wants to be sent to
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England at the expense of his prospective father-in-law and that even
after marriage misses no opportu-nity of exacting money from the
bride’' s father. Y ou think yourselves very clever. Y ou get agood lot of
money and try to become barristers or I.C.S. Now what is the meaning
of all this. Y ou thereby tyrannize over your own women, over your
wives. Wife in our language has been described as ardhangini or the
better half of man. But you have reduced her to the position of mere
chattel to be bought and sold. There is a word in Hindi—
ardhangavayu. Can anybody tell me a proper English word for
ardhangavayu?

A VOICE FROM THE GALLERY: Paralysis.

Yes, paralysisis the exact word for it. This shows that you know
Hindi very well and a vote of censure should be passed for Mr.
Lulla s having presented to me the address in English. Well, | was
going to say that it is the suppression of the better half of society by
you menfolk that is responsible for the state of paralysisin which we
find our society today. You read your Milton, your Browning,and
your Whittier, all right. Is this what you have learnt from them to
reduce your wives who should be the queens of your hearts and your
homes into londis'. Shame, shame on you! Tell me that you will starve
but you will never make your women your slaves. Promise me that
deti-leti* shall be wiped off. Swear that you will cherish the freedom of
your women, as much as your own, that you will die to restore to them
their full status and dignity. Otherwise, remember the whole world will
shower its contempt on you. The other day Prof. Narayandas Malkani
wired to me that he got his daughter married with only a sari for
dowry. He wanted me to send my blessings to the couple. But |
hesitated as a Sindhi friend to whom | mentioned the thing told me
that it was impossible for a man to get his daughter married in Sind
with that much dowry. That shows what sort of reputation you have
established for yourselves. Promise me that you will die rather than be
party to the humiliation of your women- folk by allowing the custom
of deti-leti to prevail. Then | will understand that you are ready for
the freedom of your country. If | had a girl under my charge, | would
rather keep her amaiden all her life than give her in marriage to one
who demanded even a pie as a condition for marrying her. Remember

! Slave girls or maid servants
2 Dowry system
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these four things then.use your mother tongue, wear only home spun
cloth, free your women folk from social disabilities, and do something
to help poor. Finally, let me warn you that if you do not act up to my
advice after all your profes-sions of regard for me, you will be called
bhats or bards! Y ou must give addresses even to the foreignersin
your own language. Y ou may have interpreters to translate them for
the addressees. Keep in mind the instance of General Botha who knew
English and yet when he met Edward the King, he talked to him in
Dutch taking the help of an interpreter. Even if you have to present an
address to the Governor you must do so in your mother tongue. Y ou
must restrict the use of English to such occasions only when it is
absolutely essential, then alone will you be able to do justice to
English even. Try to do away with foreign style of dress which is
unsuited to Indian conditions. Do you want to be slaves or free men-
There is no shame in putting on thick clothes when they are prepared
by your own sisters. If my mother prepares thick loaves, do you mean
to say that | must throw them away, and go to a hotel for nicer ones.
No. You know the story of Hazarat Umar—the great caliph; how when
his soilders took to using finely ground flour and thin clothes he
asked them to take themselves away from him as they were no true
followers of the Prophet who always ate bread made out of coarse
flour and wore coarse homespun. | wish you could take a leaf out of
that great godfearing caliph’slife. Now let me see how many are
prepared to make the sacrifices that | have mentioned? Are you
ready?
All boys shouted ‘ Yes' thrice.

From a copy: S.N. 16105

! |ater Gandhiji opened the New Library of Karachi Sweepers’ Union. In an
address the sweepers stated that they had decided to reform their lives and that they
would not touch drink. Gandhiji replied that they should not be ashamed of their
profession and should cultivate their minds by reading newspapers and books.
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15. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

KARACHI,
Wednesday, February 6, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,
| have realy no time to write. | know how much you are
working. After the work in Sind is over, | may have to go to Delhi. |
know that some things go on more smoothly in my absence, for the
excitement and agitation caused by my presence subside then.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5384

16. SPEECH AT PARSI MEETING, KARACHI *
February 6, 1929

Gandhiji as usual let himself go in his parise of his Parsi friends and said that
it did not surprise him that the Parsis of Karachi had contributed altogether to the
Lalaji Memoria Fund a handsome purse of Rs. 7,000, but he reminded them that Parsi
munificence, greatest though it was in the world, should not satisfy them. They
should give something not merely of their wealth but of themselves for the service of
humanity and this they could do easily by adopting khadi and thus forging an
unbreakable link between themselves and Daridranarayana, represented by the semi-
starved millions of India. He appealed to them also to emulate the hard work and
simplicity of the great Parsi philanthropists of the previous generation and wean the
community from the drink evil.

Young India, 14-2-1929

! Extracted from Pyarelal’ s account of Gandhiji’s tour in Sind
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17. SPEECH AT STUDENTS MEETING, KARACHI *

February 6, 1929

Here Gandhiji delivered aremarkable reply, urging the Indian students to learn
two Indian languages just as Europeans in England learnt Greek and Latin. He then
deprecated the use of the word “Mahatma”, while anyone was alive. “Mahatma’ was an
appreciative term that ought to be used after death.

Finally, he touched upon the question of headgear and demonstrated the
unhygienic nature of the usual headgear worn by Indians. Talking of the cap of a
young boy near him and pointing towards it, he drew attention to the dust, grease,
hair oil and dried perspiration on the cap, which was un- washable. Y et, he said, men
wore such filthy things year in and year out and refused to discard them because they
were rather costly. The scientists had proved that all dark colours, particularly black,
attracted and held heat. Most of the caps worn in India were of black or some other
dark colour. Mr. Gandhi then offered to exchange his khaddar-made Gandhi cap free
with anyone who would consent to his foreign cap being burned on the spot. Several
hundred students did so and Dr. Tarachand Lalvani, Secretary of the Karachi Congress
Committee, collected all the foreign caps and made a bonfire of them before a
bewildered crowd.”

The Leader, 10-2-1929

18. ON DEATH

Death continues to haunt man as the terror of terrors. Whilst we
have much in our literature that teaches us to be indifferent to death,
there is also much that inculcates in us a paralysing fear of death. In
these times when we wish to contemplate death in the cause of the
country as a matter of joy and honour, the following extract® sent by a
friend from Lecky’s History of European Morals will be of interest.

There was much difference of opinion and of certitude in the judgments of
the ancient philosophers (the Stoics) concerning the future destinies of the

! A public reception for Gandhiji was organized by the Karachi Vidyarthi
Samagam.

% Later, purses were presented to Gandhiji by students and women of Karachi.
Gandhiji left for Jacobabad at 7 p.m.

® Only the first paragraph is reproduced here.
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Soul, but they were unanimous in regarding death simply as a natural rest, and
in attributing the terrors that were connected with it to a diseased imagination.
Death, they said, is the only evil that does not afflict us when present. While
we are, death is not; when death has come, we are not. It is afalse belief that it
only follows, it also precedes life. It is to be as we were before we were born.
The candle which has been extinguished is in the same condition as before it
was lit, and the dead man as the man unborn. Death is the end of all sorrow. It
either secures happiness or ends suffering. It frees the slave from his cruel
master, opens the prison door, calms the qualms of pain, closes the struggles
of poverty. It isthe last and best boon of nature, for it frees man from all his
cares. It is at worst but the close of a banquet we have enjoyed. Whether it be
desired or whether it be shunned, it is no curse and no evil, but simply the
resolution of our being into its primitive elements, the law of our nature to
which it is our duty cheerfully to conform.

Young India, 7-2-1929

19. THE INHUMAN SYSTEM

The Imperial Indian Citizenship Association, Bombay circulated
during the Christmas week the following note' to the Press :

It will be remember that in the month of September last, Reuter reported
the death of 37 repatriated Indians on board the s.s. Sutlgj returning to India
from British Guiana. . . The investigations were conducted by Major W. O.
Walker, |.M.S., Protector of Emigrants, Calcutta and Mr. E. H. Blandy, I.C.S,,
Collector of the 24 Parganas. The report of this official enquiry says that there
were 745 passengers on the s.s. Sutlej out of which 37 died. Of these deaths,
thirty were due to respiratory diseases and seven to other causes such as heart
diseases, nephritis, enteritis, senility and malaria. The report further observes
that the deaths were practically confined to old people, who were not strong
and who, but for their great anxiety to return to their homeland, would
probably have been advised not to undertake so long a voyage. It also shows
that the incident was no exception to previous years; as since 1923, deaths
among the repatriated Indians on these boats have regularly occurred. . . .

Asit was received at atime when | was hardly able to rest my
head on a pillow, the note was placed by my assistant in the Young
India file. It is only during my journey to Sind that | am able to reach
this important note.

! Only extracts are reproduced here.
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The system of Government which holds usin bondage is so
wicked that it successfully deniesjustice by making a pretence of
rendering justice. An inordinate mortality occurs on an immigrant
ship. Lest it might attract public opinion, a guilty conscience appoints
apublic inquiry so called but in reality a white washing inquiry which
finds that such deaths have always occurred on such ships, as if a
wrong becomes right by prescription. The Committee consists of a
person called the ‘ Protector’ of Immigrants and a Collector both of
whom by the very nature of their occupation are inured to such
occurrences. | know these boats and | know how the ‘exiles are
‘packed like sardines’ (not an expression of my coining but that of
those concer ned with emigration) in ill-ventilated and worse-lighted
holes. Add to this the habit of our people to shun air and light when
there is the least cold. These habits do not affect them much when
perforce they have to be outdoor for the better part of the day. They
do affect them mortally as on the s.s. Sutlef when they haveto bein a
dungeon-like closed deck practically during the whole of the voyage.

In my opinion the Imperial Indian Citizenship Association
should not allow the matter to rest at the so-called inquiry but having
drawn public attention to the terrible mortality should demand an
impartial public inquiry which should include an examination by
experts of the build of the boats designed for emigration purposes. It
will be found then that more than one department was concerned in
the tragedy which as is admitted is of periodical occurrence. It will be
found too that the greed of the owners of these ships is no less
responsible for this mortality than the callous indifference of masters
and officers of these ships who regard the emigrants not as fellowmen
to be gently treated but as beasts needing no attention. As a matter of
fact even beasts are better kept for the simple reason that their owners
will exact damages if they are not properly tended.

Young India, 7-2-1929

20. ‘MY ATTITUDE TOWARDSWAR’

My article under the above heading published in Young India,
13th September, 1928 has given rise to much correspondence with me
and in the European Press that is interested in war against war. In the
personal correspondence thereis aletter from Tolstoy’s friend and
follower V. Tcherkoff which, coming as it does from one who
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commands great respect among lovers of peace, the reader will like
me to share with him. Here is the letter :*

22

Y our Russian friends send you their warmest greetings and best wishes for
the further success of your devoted service for God and men. With the liveliest
interest do we follow your life, the work of your mind and your activity and we
rejoice at each one of your successes. We realize that all that you attain in your
own country is at the same time also our attainment, for although under
different circumstances, we are serving the one and the same cause. We feel a
great gratitude to you for all that you have given and are giving us by your
person, the example of your life and your fruitful social work. We feel the
deepest and most joyous spiritual union with you. . . .

Your article “My Attitude towards War”, printed in Young India of the
13th September of this year, has grieved many of your admirers and friends.
And | have felt the need of expressing that which | feel and think on this
subject. . . .

Y ou justify your past participation in three wars waged by the British
Government. Alluding to the same subject some years ago you in an article
expressed yourself, if | remember right, in another spirit. Then you did not
justify yourself, but recognized your former inconsistency. And | remember
that this readiness of yours to recognize your past mistake greatly touched and
consoled me and your other friends here. Whereas now, on the contrary, you
justify yourself, referring to the usual arguments put forward in defence of
war. . ..

Neither may one solve this question according to whether one
sympathizes or not with a given government. And yet you do so when you
say: “If there was a national government | can conceive occasions when it
would be my duty to vote for the military training of those who wish to take
it.” In this way you justify others who also vote for the preparation for war
because they sympathize with another Government. And what a snareis placed
in people’ s way by a man who denies war to such an extent that he refuses to
serve in the army and who at the same time votes for military training?

Further you say that “all its (the Government’s) members do not believe
in non-violence” and that “it is not possible to make a person or a society
non-violent by compulsion.” But by abstaining from voting for military
training | compel no one to do anything, just as by refraining from voting for
training pickpockets | do no violence to pickpockets.

! Only extracts are reproduced here.
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You refer to the example of a harvest eaten by monkeys. But by
transferring the case from men to monkeys you obscure it. If your harvest were
attacked by men not beasts, would you not deem it your duty to sacrifice the
harvest rather than destroy the men ?

You say that it would be madness for you to sever your connection with
the society to which you belong and that as long as you lived under a system
of government based on force and voluntarily partook of the many facilities
and privilegesit created for you you were bound to help it to the extent of your
ability when it was engaged in war.

Firstly, by abstaining from approving those evil deeds which men are
engaged in around me | not only do not “sever my connection with the society
to which | belong,” but, exactly the opposite. | utilize this connection for the
best possible way of serving this society.

Secondly, if living as | live, | am obliged to assist the State in waging
war, then | ought at all coststo ceaseto liveas| live, evenif | had in doing so
to sacrifice my life, and in no wise to help people in the slaughter of their
brothers. Besides it is quite possible to make use of certain facilities afforded
by the State, which could be obtained without violence, and at the same time
to abstain from supporting the evil deeds of the State.

Perhaps the misunderstanding partly arises from your not having
sufficiently rigidly drawn the line between violence and killing. There are
cases when it isindeed difficult, without careful consideration, to make clear
whether definite violence is being committed. But in the question of war there
is no room for doubt as to its being founded on the killing of man. In thiswe
probably agree. . . .
| need hardly assure M. Tcherkoff that not only do | not resent

his letter but | welcome it for its warmth of affection and for its
transparent sincerity.

| do not propose to enter into a detailed replay to the points
raised in the letter. For me the matter does not admit of reasoning
beyond a point. It is one of deep conviction that war is an unmixed
evil. I would not yield to anyone in my detestation of war. But
conviction is one thing, correct practice is another. The very thing that
one war-resister may do in the interest of his mission may repel
another war-resister who may do the exact opposite and yet both may
hold the same view about war. This contradiction arises because of the
bewildering complexity of human nature. | can only therefore plead
for mutual toleration even among professors of the same creed.
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Now for some points in the letter. | do not recall the writing or
speech in which | expressed repentance for my participation in
Britain’s wars. What | am likely to have said is that | was sorry that |
aided Britain though her policy was afterwards discovered by me to
have been one fraught with harm to India and danger to humanity. If
I had felt remorse for having taken part in the three wars as wars, |
should have remembered it and repeated it unless | had changed my
opinion about my participation.

Whatever | have done was not done from expedience as we
understand the term. | claim to have done every act described by me
for the purpose of advancing the cause of peace. That does not mean
that those acts really advanced the cause of peace. | am merely stating
the fact that my motive was peace.

What is possible however isthat | was then weak and am still too
weak to perceive my error even as a blind man is unable to see what
his neighbours are able to see. | observe daily how capable we are of
utmost self-deception. For the time being how- ever | am not aware of
any self-deception. What Ifeel isthat | am looking at peace through a
medium to which my European friends are strangers. | belong to a
country which is compulsorily disarmed and has been held under
subjection for centuries. My way of looking at peace may be
necessarily different from theirs.

Let me take an illustration. Supposing that both cats and mice
sincerely desire peace. Now cats will have to adjure war against mice.
But how will mice promote peace- What will they abjure: |s their vote
even necessary- Suppose further that some cats do not observe the pact
arrived at by the assembly of cats and continue preying upon mice,
what will mice do- There may be some wise heads among them and
they may say, ‘We will offer ourselves awilling sacrifice till the cats
are oversatisfied and find no fun in preying.’ These will do well to
propagate their cult. But what should be their attitude, peace-lovers
though they are, towards the mice who would instead of runnig away
from their oppressors decided to arm themselves and give battle to the
enemy? The effort may be vain but the wise mice whom | have
imagined will, | apprehend, be bound to assist the mice in their desire
to become bold and strong even whilst maintaining their attitude of
peace. They will do so not out of policy but from the highest of
motives. That is exactly my attitude. Non-violence is not an easy thing
to understand, still less to practise, weak as we are. We must all act
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prayerfully and humbly and continually asking God to open the eyes
of our understanding, being ever ready to act according to the light as
we daily receiveit. My task as alover and promoter of peace therefore
today consists in unflinching devotion to non-violence in the
prosecution of the campaign for regaining our liberty. And if India
succeeds in so regaining it it will be the greatest contribution to the
world’s peace. European war-resisters therefore may well formulate
public opinion in Europe that will compel Britain to retrace her steps
and stop the continuing spoliation of India.

Young India, 7-2-1929

21. ANOTHER TRIBUTE

Last week | reproduced Prof. Bell’ s tribute to the Rt. Hon' ble
Srinivasa Sastri.* Now that our great and good countryman’s return is
imminent, | must share with the readers a semi-public letter? addressed
to him. Though the letter is full of praise, thereis not aword that is
not deserved. It is evidence of the way in which Sjt. Sastri has stolen
into the hearts of many South Africans. This work of silent conversion
will be a far greater help to our people in South Africa than any
amount of official concessions. The conversion makes even these
possible.

Young India, 7-2-1929

22. THE TERROR OF THE PENAL CODE

A lawyer friend writes:

| read Young India of 3-1-1929, p. 8. You write, ‘My advice to this young
man is that if he has the courage he should repudiate the marriage. . . . If they
do not, it will be the clear duty of the boy and the girl respectfully to disregard
parental authority and follow the light of reason and conscience.’*

The ties of Hindu marriage once performed are indissoluble. The boy may
forsake his wife and marry another when he chooses later in life when he
grows up. The girl can never remarry, the marriage once performed being
indissoluble among the higher classes. If she does, she commits the offence

! Vide “A South African Tribute”, January 31, 1929.
* Not reproduced here
® Vide “Notes”, January 3, 1929.
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of “bigamy”. So please enlighten us as to what is the fate of the girl who is
once married and who cannot remarry if the boy is allowed to repudiate the so-
called marriage as you suggest. Gour’s Penal Code, p. 2019: ‘ And since Hindu
men are permitted polygamy while women are strictly confined to monogamy
it follows that while women may be exposed to the risk of this offence, men
are by their personal law exempt from its provisions.” Please now correct your
advice in accordance with the Penal Code that now guides the couple you
advise.
| do not need to correct my advice. The only code that guides a
reformer is his own conscience in the last resort. The marriage | had
in mind was in reality no marriage at all. But should it be held
otherwise in a court of law, the law would be corrected through the
righteous suffering of afew if public opinion had not already secured
either correction or disuse. If Hindu society were to wait for statutory
help in order to rid itself of innumerable abuses, it would have to wait
for aeons. The history of reforms shows that legal recognition has
come after the fact, not before. We know too from experience that
where law is imposed upon an unwilling people, it has failed in its
purpose. Where the so-called husband who has never even seen the so-
called child-wife releases her from a supposed obligation, the sword of
the Penal Code need not be hung over the devoted head of the poor
girl, who probably does not even know that she was ever married.

Moreover let people like the lawyer correspondent read the
signs of the times. Society bids fair to be disrupted if much-needed
and overdue reform had to be indefinitely delayed by legal pedantries
and subtleties.

Young India, 7-2-1929
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23. THAT GRAZ EPISODE

The Secretary for Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom writes to Mademoiselle Rolland as follows :

Number 35 of Young India has a leading article by Gandhi, “Europe-
goers, Beware”', in which he speaks of the Graz meeting and makes a very
unfair reference to our League due no doubt to Professor Standenath’s hostility.
| think you knew enough particulars about that meeting to correct this
unfortunate impression. | wonder whether it would be possible for M. Romain
Rolland to write to Gandhi and correct this information which has been given
from a source so unfriendly to our League.

| think there is no question that our League was not in any degree to blame
for the occurrence in Graz. The militaristic element in Austria, which is
causing such grave apprehensions, especially in regard to the demonstrations
last Sunday, came out in force at that Graz meeting specially in order to injure
General Schonaich. This was not foreseen by any of the participants at the
meeting who themselves ran very great risks of personal injury, as indeed
many of us did who held pacifist meetings during the War. But it is certainly
very regrettable that Gandhi should be preaching against our movement which
stands for all the things which he advocates.

| think perhaps in this affair you and your brother would be able to set
things right better than anyone else could.
Miss Rolland has sent this letter to me. | gladly give it publicity.
The letter refers to the meeting at which Babu Rajendra Prasad was
assaulted last year. Though at the time of writing this (in the train
taking me to Karachi) | have not the number of Young India before
me, | feel sure that the article referred to contains no attack or
reflection upon the League. | have had a chat with Rajendra Babu and
he too is decidedly of opinion that the League could have and had
nothing to do with the attack. | hope therefore that those who think
that my article implied and made any reflection on the W.I.L.P.F.
would dismiss the idea from their minds. | am sorry for the pain
caused to the members of the League.

Young India, 7-2-1929

! Vide “Europe-Goers Beware”, August 30, 1928.
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24. TELEGRAM TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

JACOBABAD,
February 7, 1929

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
11 CLIVE ROAD, NEW DELHI

YOUR WIRE. CAN ATTEND WORKING COMMITTEE SEVENTEENTH. WIRE
SHIKARPUR.
GANDHI

Gandhi-Nehru papers, 1929. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

25. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

JACOBABAD,
February 7, 1929
CHI. MIRA,

| have got all your letters. And they are all good. Y our last |etter
dated 2nd instant gives me an account of your doings up to date. It is
a splendid arrangement. Only you must not break under the strain.
Do not overdo it. If you can stand al the rigid programme
commencing from 3.45 a.m., nothing can be better. But if you find it

too taxing, do not please hesitate and revise it and make it easier.

| did not suggest that all your judgment about K. was based on
inferences. | know about the lying. That became a closed book when
he made the confession though it was not adequate. What | meant was
that your judgment in Calcutta and after confirming your original
judgment was based on inferences. But | shall not strive with you in
this matter. Only let not your mind become prejudiced against him.
For me, my after-experience confirms me in my opinion that heis a
clean man and a good man. He has some ways that are not attractive
but who is there on earth with[out] a blemish- Let us, however, agree to
differ on this matter. Y ou should pray that my judgment may prove
right not because it is mine but because it is in favour of afellow
being.
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Rasik seemsto be sinking. He is still lingering unconscious and
helpless. It isterrible. Devdasis the hero in the tragedy. He is nursing
him and managing those that have gone to Delhi merely to watch. For
now Rasik’s aunt has gone there. She dotes on Harilal’ s children.

| am keeping well and bearing the strain without difficulty. Of
course non-milk diet continues. | take oranges in the journeyings, but
otherwise the food is as at Sabarmati. The cold is bearable.

Love.

BAPU

From the original: C.W. 5341. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9396

26. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, JACOBABAD *

February 7, 1929

Gandhiji in his speech while thanking the respective committees and
organizations for partiotic sentiments in presenting their respective purses for the
Lalai Memorial warned them against the dangers of developing a separatist
tendency.? Why could they not, he asked them, present him a single consoli- dated
purse on behalf of all of them? Was he to infer that they could not find any single
person whom they could accept as their common representative? Again, it had been
suggested to him that response to appeal for the Lalaji Memorial Fund would have
been more liberal if the people had the assurance that at least a substantial part of
Sind’s money would be earmarked for use in Sind itself. The suggestion to him
betrayed a narrow outlook. He wanted them to feel that in the Service of India
consisted the service of Sind also. And since every pie of the Fund was to be utilized
for the service of India, Sind would be a participator in the benefit of the Fund not
only to the extent of its contribution but to the entire extent of the Fund. Lalgji’s
Servants of the People Society was at the beck and call of any part of Indiawhere its
services were most needed. It was trying to enlist members from all parts of India; if

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”. Purses and addresses on behalf of
seven different organizations were presented to Gandhiji.

? Fearing that sanatani Hindus might object to untouchables attending the
same meeting the organizers had arranged separate meetings for them. On learning
this Gandhiji said: “Y ou may keep your purses and all your addresses. | am going to
have the meeting with untouchables only. Let all others who want come and present
their addresses then.”
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no name from Sind was on itsroll yet, the fault was not of the Society but of Sind.
Finally, since a part of the Lalaji Fund was earmarked for untouchability work, if they
prepared a suitable scheme for work among the untouchables of Sind, they could
apply to the trustees of the Fund for financial aid, and their claim would be favourably
considered. He then went on to make an impassioned appeal to the workers to purge
their hearts of all base feelings of personal rancour, suspicion and distrust that were
poisioning the political atmosphere of Sind and paralysing all useful activity. It had
pained him very much to find that aspersions were cast even on a person like
Jairamdas whom he regarded as a cent per cent good servant of India. Instead of
indulging in recriminations, they should prepare for the fiery ordeal that awaited them
by going through the process of self-purification and purifying the Congress
organization during the present year of probation and grace.

Young India, 21-2-1929

27. LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU

SHIKARPUR,
February 8, 1929

DEAR MOTILALJI,
There has not been a moment to spare for writing work beyond
what | have been able to snatch for Y.I. | have your wire today. | hope
to reach Delhi on 17th instant via Marwar junction. The train reaches
Delhi about 9.30 am. Rasik, my grandson, is lying on his deathbed in
Delhi. He went there to teach carding to the Jamia boys. If heis still
alivel shal drive straight to the Jamia and then attend the W.C.
meeting. | do not know where | should stay thistime. Usually | at Dr.
Ansari’s. May | look to you to decide and fix up wherever it is the
most convenient. You will not detain me there longer than two days, |
hope. 18th isa Monday. | would like to leave Delhi on 18th night.
| am under promise to finish Burma and Andhra before the end
of April. I do not know how | shall cope with the two provinces now.
There has been a very good response to the Lalaji Memorial
appeal in Sind.
Hope Kamalaiis better.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
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[PS]
| reach Hyderabad on 13th and leave it 15th morning.

From the original: Motilal Nehru Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

28. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

SHIKARPUR,
February 8, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,
| got your letter. | understand the matter about Shivabhai. | am
dictating this letter while eating. It is time for a meeting. | had
certainly intended to return there on the 16th but this time everything
goes wrong. There is an urgent message from Motilalji and so | shall
have to go to Delhi. | must reach there on the 17th. The 18th is
Monday. | shall, therefore, return there earliest on the 19th. | did not
go to Delhi for the sake of Rask. | shall be going now for the
Working Committee, and shall see Rasik if heisalive then. Thereis so
much disturbance during the journey that | can barely manage to
finish the work for Young India, and that too after quarrelling with
people. | have to disappoint many. Y ou are one of them, for it was my
intention to write to you every day but cannot manage to do that.*

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5385

' The letter was signed by Girdhari, nephew of J. B. Kripalani, on behalf of
Gandhiji.
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29. SPEECH AT STUDENTS MEETING, SHIKARPUR®
February 8, 1929

Gandhiji spoke to them on the duty of wearing khadi. But the boys werein a
rather impish mood. When Gandhiji asked them whether they would still wear foreign
clothes after what he had told them about khadi there was a mischievous chorus of
“All" “All’. Gandhiji next asked them whether there were any among them who
occasionally indulged in lying. Some students boldly confessed their failing by
raising their hands but the general spirit of exhilaration soon got the better of their
earnestness. Gandhiji then too asked them whether there were any among them who
would persist in the habit of lying. But this time not a single hand was raised and the
erstwhile frivolous faces of the children at once became serious and drawn up in agrim
resolve. Gandhiji was deeply touched. He spoke to them about the necessity of
personal purity and of the greatness of truth.

Put all your knowledge, learning and scholarship in one scale
and truth and purity in the other and the latter will by far outweight
the other. The miasma of moral impurity has today spread among our
school-going children and like a hidden epidemic is working havoc
among them. | therefore appeal to you, boys and girls, to keep your
minds and bodies pure. All your scholarship, all your study of the
scriptures will be in vain if you fail to translate their teachings into
your daily life. | know that some of the teachers too do not lead pure
and clean lives. To them | say that even if they impart al the
knowledge in the world to their students but incul cate not truth and
purity among them, they will have betrayed them and instead of
raising them set them on the downward road to perdition. Know-
ledge without character is a power for evil only, as seen in the instan-
ces of so many talented thieves and ‘ gentlemen rascals' in the world.
Finally let me tell you, teachers and students, that even if you did not
contribute a single pie to the Lagi Memoria Fund but made
yourselves immaculately pure in thought, word and deed you would
have rendered the greatest service to Lalgji’ s spirit and to the country.

Young India, 21-2-1929

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”
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30. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, SHIKARPUR*

February 8, 1929

At the public meeting in the evening Gandhiji made this incident’ the text of
his appeal to the merchant princes of Shikarpur to use their splendid business talents
and energy to become the trustees of Daridranarayana instead of being his
spoliators—as they at present were, taking out one hundred rupees out of the pockets
of the poor of which they got only five rupees as commission, and the balance of Rs.
95 they exported to their foreign principals. He further exhorted them to rid
themselves of the evil custom of deti-leti, child-marriages, marriage of young girls
with old men and breaking off out of sordid considerations betrothal s solemnly made.
At the end of the meeting there were questions which drew important observations on
the canons of scriptural interpretation. He warned them against accepting everything
that was written in Sanskrit verse as Shastra. Even the Shastras had to stand the test
of reason and moral sense. The first qualification for the interpretation of the Shastras
was that one should have purified oneself by a rigorous preparatory course of the
observance of yamas and niyamas.

Young India, 21-2-1929

31. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

February 9, 1929
CHI. MIRA,

Have just had awire saying Rasik passed away yesterday. God's
will isour law. My day’s work goes on uninterrupted. Whatever | feel
isfelt from selfishness. | had built so much on Rasik doing much in
the present body. But that was not to be. Rasik’s soul has gone to a
higher state. Such was his transformation during the past two months.

| reach Hyderabad on Wednesday. | leave it on Friday morning,
pass the day at Mirpurkhas, and entrain in the evening for Delhi, not
for Sabaramati. Motilalji wants me there for a day or two. | hope to

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”
> At awomen’s meeting held earlier in the afternoon, a detailed report of which
is not available, afew cowries were received among the collections made.
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reach the Mandir on Tuesday night. But | do not know. Better send
anything you want to, between Sunday and Tuesday, do Pandit
Motilal Nehru, Clive Street, New Delhi.

No time to give you more just now. Y our letters continue to be
good and informing. | am purposely refraining from sending you a
wire about Rasik. Let us work.

Love
BAPU

From the original: C.W. 5342. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9397

32. LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI

February 9, 1929

CHI. DEVDAS,

| have just now got your two telegrams here at Larkana. | also
got Dr. Ansari’ s telegram. The telegram arrived while food was being
brought in for me. | took my meal as usual and kept on working as |
ate. Now | sit down to write this. My programme here will remain as
already fixed. Thisiswhat | feel now. Rasik’s death certainly pains
me, but that is only because of selfishness. | love the boy. | had placed
high hopes on him. God will in some mysterious way fulfil through
him the hopes we had of him. But how are we, human beings, to
remain steadfast in such faith? Our pain at his departure is the result
of our selfishness. As for Rasik he has been freed from the pains to
which the body is subject. | have no doubt that he isin a better state in
the other world, for he was a devotee of Rama.

Y ou will feel the greatest pain of all, though you may not show
it. What you did is beyond praise. You will have the reward of your
services to him. Your fortitude will lead to your progress. Rasik died
through no fault of yours. He went to Delhi to collect the debt owing
to him, and departed when it had been paid. You did your duty well.
God will certainly bless you.

Let metell you what | feel inwardly. It is of course God’ s will
that prevails,and human intelligence follows the law of karma. Man is
however entitled to use his reason. Accordingly, it appears to me that
the best remedies are the remedies | or we employ and are based on
nature-cure methods. It seems to me that both Maganlal and Rasik
could perhaps have been saved if simple remedies had been applied.
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One may put the same idea in another way. If Rasik had been destined
to live, he would have been put in such circumstances that only
nature-cure methods would have been used in his treatment. This
thought, however, is no consolation, nor do we seek any. By saying all
this, | do not express regret at having sent him to Delhi or at his being
put under a doctor’s treatment. You did what was pr for him in
respect of Maganlal. We should never grieve over anyone's death.
Dharma liesin doing one’'s duty, not in making no mistake at all. But
after all, mine is only a conjecture. What was best Rama alone knows.

Incidentally, | have to go to Delhi on February 17, and that is
exactly as | would have it. | shall be able to see you. Detain Ba. But let
her go if she wished to. | know you must be comforting Kanti. | shall
expect a full account from you then. | still have enough attachment to
be eager to know from you about the last days of Rasik’s life. Do not
disappoint mein that.

Blessings from

BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2122

33. LETTER TO BALI VORA

Saturday [February 9, 1929]*
CHI. BALI,

It is good you went there. To you, Rasik was as dear as life. |
can understand that, among us all, you will suffer the most. But |
know that you are wise. Keep up courage. Console yourself with the
thought that nothing was wanting in the care of Rasik. | do not write
separately to Kumi. We shall meet at Delhi on the 17th, if you have
not already |eft.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2155

! From the reference to Rasik’ s death
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34. LETTER TO KASTURBA GANDHI

Saturday [February 9, 1929]*

BA,

Y ou have acquired true knowledge. Y ou showed great patience
when you went to Delhi. |, therefore, hope that you are not grieving
excessively. These children were brought up by you and, therefore,
you are bound to suffer. But all of uswill follow Rasik one day. Why
should we, then, grieve when someone goes before the others? If you
happen to stay on at Delhi, we shall meet on Sunday, the 17th.

BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 2156

35. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

LARKANA,
Saturday [February 9, 1929]*

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

| have no letter from you today. Rasik has passed away. As |
came out after finishing my bath and was preparing to sit down for
my meal, | got atelegram from Devdas. | read the telegram and sat
down for the meal. Work is going on as usual. | feel grief at Rasik’s
passing away, but see plainly that it is the result of selfishness. | had
entertained hopes of getting much work done through his body and
certainly, therefore, | am suffering today as we suffer for selfish
reasons when a machine breaks down. If we think of the one within
who was driving the machine, we should, on the contrary, be happy,
for the cage had become old, was decaying and the swan flew away.
There is no cause in this for mourning. | know this and that is why,
suppressing my selfish grief, | go on with my work. When one
machine breaks down, the rest of us should improve our own
machines, make them work more and thus make up for the loss of the
one that has broken down.

! From the reference to Rasik’ s death, which occurred on February 8
2 Gandhiji was at Larkana on February 9.
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| shall reach Hyderabad on Wednesday evening. | shall leave the
place on Friday morning to go to Mirpurkhas. From there | shall take
atrain to Delhi.

Let me say one thing. After the death of Maganlal and Rasik, |
put increasingly greater value on Ashram work, that is, on ordinary
activities. | feel that, if we had served the bodies of these two, they
would not have perished. This does not imply any want in the service
rendered to them at Patna or Delhi, but has reference to the scientific
method of service in the Ashram. Their destiny, however, took them to
distant places and they received royal service at those places.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 5483

36. LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI

February 9, 1929
CHI. KUSUM,

| have your letter. | am not at all in a position to write a letter
every day. | can understand somewhat why you feel uneasy and sad.
Y ou should, however, remove the cause. We may not always be able to
remove the external causes but we can control them. Our duty liesin
enduring them.

After writing thus far | went for my bath. Coming out of the
bath | saw the wires about the passing away of Rasik'. Nevertheless |
took my meal. Then | sat down to work. After finishing with the Delhi
letters | have taken up this unfinished letter. It seems as if an age had
passed in an hour. You may have now understood my meaning
without any need for further explanation. The remedy for all
suffering liesin enduring it. Then why should we pay any attention to
what somebody says or does or how he or she behaves? We should go
on with our own work quietly and cheerfully. Y ou have the strength
for this. If you do not have it, then strive hard to cultivate it.

Do your work but guard your health. Go deeply into the
problem of the Bal Mandir and do whatever is needed. Are you not

'Who died of typhoid fever on February 8, 1929 at Delhi; vide also “Letter to
Devdas Gandhi”, February 9, 1929.
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now in charge of it? Accept a responsibility which comes to you
unsought and do the job well.

Look for the virtues of other people and think of them. When
you discover faults, you should remind yourself that there is nothing
perfect or flawless in this world. Recite the couplet jadachetana
gunadoshamaya' and ponder it.

No more today.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 1776

37. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

LARKANA,
February 9/10, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,
| have already mailed you today’s post. But | had kept aside
some letters of Mirabai for being sent to you, and | enclose them with
this. These letters are evidence of her clean mind, her love and her
devotion to duty. Her remarks about Hinduism are worth pondering
over. Convey asummary of these letters to the inmates of the Mandir,
and particularly to the women. After you have read them, send them

to Mahadev.

| wrote the above lines yesterday evening. | am now writing this
after the morning prayers on the 10th while waiting to leave for the
station. We wish to reach Sukkur at 8-30 a. m. | shall spend the silence
day also there. The whole of Tuesday will be spent in visiting people.
We shall reach Hyderabad on Wednesday evening. On Friday
morning we shal leave Hyderabad for Mirpurkhas. | should,
therefore, get the Friday post at the latter place. The mail from
Ahmedabad arrives there at 9 in the morning. On Sunday morning we
shall bein Delhi. Address the post there ¢/o Pandit Motilal Nehru,
Clive Street, New Delhi. If | can remember it | shall write to you the
number. | hope to return there on Tuesday, the 19th, but | cannot be
sure. Does it happen that we feel inclined to run to a doctort he

! By Tulsidas; it means: “The Creator has made the world full of things animate
and inanimate, of good qualities and bad. ”
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moment we get toothache or similar pain? Our standard is avillage far
away from arailway station. We may not receive what people in such a
village do not get. In ninety-nine per cent cases the pain we suffer is
due to our own fault, and in 95 per cent cases again it is such as we
can bear. In most cases mere fasting diminishes the pain. In every
matter we should cultivate the capacity to endure. We ought not to
bear, in any circumstances, what we can avoid by some means which
lies within us and what it would be wrong on our part not to get rid of.
For instance, uncleanliness, external or internal. Explain this to
everyone. | have not written this by way of criticism of those who have
gone to Broach; these reflections were provoked by the news of their
having gone there and as part of the train of reflections following
Rasik’s death. We live near doctors and have learnt to take their help.
Since they offer it, we shall certainly avail ourselves of it. What | have
said is only by way of caution so that we may keep within limits.

Are things smooth now between Narandas and you? Do not rest
content with cultivating indifference to each other. Y ou should shower
love on Narandas and convince him that his suspicion is groundless,
that you want his presence. Use his services whenever you can.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]
| got your long letter after arriving here. If it is necessary to
reply toit, I can do so only tomorrow.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 5487

38. THIRD-CLASS TRAVELLING*

Now that | have resumed third-class travelling after many
years,myeyes are opened to the fact that the condition is about the
samethat ruled five years ago. Third-class carriages and especially
latrines are just as dirty and unkempt as they ever were. Nor have the
third- class passengers learnt better manners. They are as indifferent
as before about their own comforts and those of others. They would
squat in the passage and in the corridor and remain there not minding
passengers fromthe other pats of the compartment treading on their

! The Gujarati original of this appeared in Navajivan, 10-2-1929.
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clothes, and even themselves, in their passage to and fro. They will not
take the troubleof getting up for the time being to give them passage.
They are utterly oblivious of the simple rules of sanitation. Let us not
mistake this kind of indifference for virtue or regard it as a sign of
India’ s proverbial patience and forbearance. Indifference to physical
comforts is good when it comes from enlightenment; but it is criminal
when it is the result of dlothfulness or ingnorance or both.
Indifference to sanitation is ever a crime. Such indifference as one
notices during railway travelling is surely due to slothfulness,
ignorance of the elementary laws of sanitation and want of
consideration for others’ feelings. Here then iswork for the Railway
Passengers’ Association. It is no doubt absolutely necessary to
complain against the indifference on the part of authorities to the
well-being of third-class railway passengers. But | am afraid that no
amount of complaints and protest will wake them to a sense of duty
unless the third-class passengers themsel ves demand redress and show
energetic impatience of neglect on the part of the authorities. Nearly
three-fourths of the discomfort of third-class travelling can be avoided
without much extra expense. Proper cleaning of the compartments
and latrines and ensuring obedience to the bye-laws framed for the
comfort of passengers will remove the most glaring difficulties of
third-class travelling which should be as free from risk as first-class
and second-class travelling is or is supposed to be. If third-class
passengers are duly instructed about the need of insistence upon
elementary comfort and to complain about it every time that
avoidable inconvenience is felt, the disgraceful condition under which
third-class travelling has to be undertaken can be remedied. This
instruction is, | know, much more difficult to impart than the simple
task of swearing a the authorities and sending a basketful of
complaints. But it isjust this more difficult task which it is the duty of
the Railway Passengers Association to take up. It should have
courteous, well-versed, patient and cultured agents travelling third
class, reading notices to the third-class passengers, telling them of the
insanitation and the discomfort they should feel and strive to
remove,insisting, wherever possible, upon immediate redress. These
missionaries, if one may use that term for the class of persons| have
in mind, should become a binding link between the railway officials
and the passengers; they may not treat the former as the natural
enemy of the latter but regard them as trustees for their welfare. Much
improvement can be effected by tactfulness on the part of these
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missionaries.

Then, there is the larger question of improvement in accommo-
dation by the construction of more and better carriages. This no
doubt involves considerable expense. But as it is the third-class railway
traffic which is the most paying part of railway administration, it is
due to that vast travelling public that at least a minimum of comfort is
ensured for them.

To mention one glaring instance, the latrines on the other
systems that | know are somewhat tolerable; but the latrinesin the
Jodhpur State Railway are, in my opinion, absolutely intolerable,
insanitary and unfit for human use. They are little black holes without
ventilation, without light, without latches to close the doors from
inside. A bulky man like say Maulana Shaukat Ali would not perhaps
be able to enter the latrines or having entered would certainly not be
able to use it. Lean man like me cannot use them without the clothes
touching the walls. The whole construction was evidently conceived
without reference to the primary human want. It is up to the railway
management to alter this disgraceful state of things without a
moment’s delay. The State railways should really be a model to the
British system; whereas the actual state of thingsis the other way. The
construction of the State railways that | know is any day inferior to the
construction of the carriages in British India

Young India, 14-2-1929

39. MY NOTES

SAROJINIDEVI' SSERVICES
| have been receiving letters from friends in America to the
effect that Sarojini Devi has been doing there work of great
importance and that she has been using all her God-given giftsin her
country’s service. There is no doubt at al that she has won the
heartsof the American people. A sister from Canada has sent me a
long letter* about her experiences from which | take the following

! Miss Helen Reed’ s letter which also appeared in Young India, 7-2-1929,
along with Gandhiji’s comments is not reproduced here. She had described the great
impact Sarojini Naidu’s personality and speeches had made on the Canadians. With
her knowledge, poetic fervour, humour and command over English, she awakened the
sense of justice in her listeners and melted their hearts. Great popularity did not turn
her head.
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excerpts: | do not think this correspondent is guilty of any
exaggeration in her description of Sarojini Devi’s powers. She has a
great capacity to grasp a given situation in an instant. She understands
herlimitations. She never goes into little details which economists and
political leaders concern themselves with. She never pretends to
possess knowledge of this kind. She employs her fund of common
sense so skilfully that the opponent is never able to put her in an
awkward situation. And he has a feeling of satisfaction that whatever
he has learnt from her is somehow complete.
ON BEHALF OF CARDERS

A lover of the spinning-wheel who regards himself as a judge of
carding writes :*

I am not very well versed in the kakar? science, but, as the writer
of the letter appears to have that knowledge in ample measure, |
publish his suggestions. Other carders may, if they can, compare their
own experience with this and furnish me with any additional
information that they may have.

The above letter indicates that there is such alot to learn about
even these simple implements. While | was at Y eravda | was unmindful
of the kakar and my soul. * Now | can card better and so know their
value. But | am unable to judge the merits or demerits of a kakar.
From the letter referred to above, | see that in choosing one we have to
go right into its very origin.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 10-2-1929

! The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had sent Gandhiji some
hints about kakar in a carding-bow, saying that it was best to use kakar made from a
goat’s hide instead of one from the hide of a calf.

% A leather strap fastened below the gut in a carding-bow

® Probably Gandhiji meant that he had been, without knowing it, using a
carding-bow with a kakar made from the hide of a calf.
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40. A DEMONIACAL SYSTEM

There is a steamer called the Sutlej. Some months ago that vessel
called at the Calcutta port bringing as passengers some Indian
labourers returning from British Guiana. There are a number of
steamers in which steamship companies carry passengers to distant
Colonies and back. The Qutlgl is one of them. Of the passengersit had
on board 37 died during the voyage. This is a shocking figure. As
soon as the fact became known the Imperial Citizenship Association
sent a telegram to the Government suggesting that an inquiry be held
into the matter. The Government, it appears, already had an
explanation. Two officials had been appointed to investigate the
matter. They had reported that such deaths were a common
occurrence on such steamers; that those among the passengers of the
Sutlef who had died were old people, who, as a matter of fact, ought
not to have left British Guiana, as they were not fit enough to
undertake a sea voyage. Having obtained such a report the
Government has exonerated itself.

Let us try to see who the investigation officials were. One held
the post of the Protector of Emigrants, the other wasa Collector from
that area. The point to note in these appointments is that neither
officials can be regarded as neutral or impartial because the task of
both is to inspect steamers of the kind in question. They are supposed
to be responsible for the health, etc. , of the passengers. Hence it isin
thier interest to show at the end of an inquiry that there has been no
oppression, injustice or irregularity. In fact as they were the interested
parties they ought to have been made to stand in the dock. Whether or
not they had properly discharged their duty was the subject-matter of
the inquiry. That meansin plain language that the accused were made
their own judges. Could there be anything wanting in the verdict they
would give?

| call this sytem a demoniacal system. To pretend to render
justice instead of doing so, to fuss outward formalities in order to
throw dust into people’s eyes, to build dykes beforehand, never to
accept any mistakes as far as possible, to cover up the guilt of the
guilty officials—these are marks of a demoniacal system. We observe
these marks every day in the British administration.
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Let us now examine the Sutlg affair alittle more fully. If the
number of deaths that occurred on the Sutlej occur on every voyage,
surely this cannot be used to cover up these deaths. It only shows the
cruelty and callousness of the officials. If deaths on this scale had
occurredonly on this occasion it might perhaps be treated as
anaccident. But if they occur regularly they are unpardonable and
indefensible. Instead, the officials gave a contrary verdict asif sins or
crimes ceased to be so if they took place everyday. The guestions
which arise from the Sutlgj incident are: How is the Sutlgj built? Does
she have enough accommodation for the passengers? Is there
provision for enough light and air? Is there protection from cold, heat,
rain, etc.? Also, did the passengers have enough clothing? In
considering these questions the inquiry should further cover the
owner of the steamer, the mates and other officers, the British
Guianese officials and Indian officials connected with this department.
Who will conduct such an impartial inquiry and in whose interests?
Who will care for poor indentured labourers? Who bothers whether
they live or die, whether they eat or do not. The Association has done
the right thing in drawing attention tothe tragic incident of the Sutlgj.
I hope the Association will not rest satisfied that the Government has
exonerated itself. This shocking occurrence cals for an impartia
public inquiry. It need hardly be stressed that persons other than
officials should be appointed to conduct it.

[From Guijarati]
Navajivan, 10-2-1929

41. OVERFLOWING LOVE

Shri Lakshmidas writes as follows about the article entitled
“Khadi in Hyderabad” published in Navajivan:*

| publish this letter, not for its intrinsic merit, but for the
brimming love for khadi it evinces. | do not suggest that it has
nosubstance. That it does have, but as compared to the love, it seems
slight. While | write this, a verse of Narsinh Mehta comes to mind. He
sang:

! The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had supported a
suggestion that one must begin spinning by learning to card. He also said that every
agriculturist should utilize his leisure for khadi work.
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Compared to drinking the nectar of Thy love,
O Wearer of peacock’ s feather,
Meta physical wrangling seems trivial.

My faith in khadi is fortified because there are in India votaries
of khadi like Lakshmidas. Many principles deserve to be supported in
the world, commentaries have been written on them, and yet they do
not catch on, because they have no votaries. History shows that those
principles which had votaries attained permanence. Now a few words
about the subject. Thereis no doubt about what Shri Lakshmidas
writes. Khadi will become cheaper than all other cloth when Indian
agricul- turists manage to perform all the operations up to weaving in
their own families. Had we forgotten the art of making rotlis at home
and begun to live on factory-made biscuits, we would have got the
flour ground in one place and, perhaps, got it kneaded in yet another
place and would have rolled the rotlis at first in our homes; so too it is
in regard to spinning. In Europe today wheat is grown in one place,
ground and sifted in another, kneaded and made into small lumpsin a
third and made into bread in a fourth. One may say that in European
cities bread has almost ceased to be made in homes. The practice of
cooking at home has ceased in many parts of America and people
take their mealsin restaurants only. They do so not as an expedience
but because they consider the practice good.

Hence though in principle | wholly agree with Shri Lakshmidas,
| nevertheless feel that during the transitional period those who know
spinning should be supplied slivers for some time and ultimately they
should be made to do the carding for themselves. In order not to be
deceived by such hope and to be on our guard, | believe thereis need
for men of one-sided views like Shri Lakshmidas. | have no doubt that
spinning without carding is like building without a foundation. Hence
we need carders who will do carding not as an occupation but as a
sacrifice. | have already written on this subject. * The fact is that the
progress of khadi depends on the increase in the number of those who
engage themselves for the good of others in the processes beginning
with sowing of cotton and ending with weaving, because it is only they
who, by going to the villages, can make the farmers conscious of their
duty.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 10-2-1929

"Vide “Good Carding”, December 9, 1928.
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42. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

February 11, 1929
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

Y ou have been slack in writing this time. Why should then |
write to you?

Y ou would have already known about the death of Rasik'. | have
been constantly comparing the circumstances of his death to the
calf’s. We were happy in the death of the calf. We rejoiced in having
poisoned him. Rasik passed away on his own. Why should we then be
unhappy? If we are, it is because of our selfishness. Moreover, for the
last two months, he had immersed himself in prayers and so he has
risen high. The saying in the villages that the candles return to their
original form of wax after they are burnt up, is beautiful and is worth
pondering over. You must have seen that in Young India and
Navajivan. 2

| have given you full freedom as far as your coming to stay here
is concerned. So, do whatever you feel is proper.

| feel the same about Prabhudas as you do. | assume from his
letter that he is obliged to go and stay with Kaka whenever the latter is
in difficulty. Kaka no doubt needs help and he is also fond of
Pra[bhudas]. Pra[bhudas] had been writing to him that his health had
improved and he was fit enough to live in any condition. So Kaka
wrote to him to which he replied that he was not in any way bound to
go to Tadikhet and could go wherever Kaka wanted him to go. Under
the circumstances, | also agree with P[rabhudas]. | want to write to him
that after taking into consideration everything, he should do what his
duty is. Let things take their own course.

Shantilal has not yet calmed down. He writes long letters to
Prabhudas. | have written to him a short but stern letter.

If Sakhi Gopal’ s lands are owned by trustees of the temple, then
does it also mean that the houses built on them aso belong to

! Son of Harilal Gandhi; he passed away at Delhi on February 8, 1929 after
prolonged illness.

® The reference, presumably, isto the article referred to in the item vide “ Letter
to Vasumati Pandit”, February 11, 1929. The article, however, could not be traced.
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them? If that is so, who will pay for the repair of the houses? Do find
out more about this and write to me.

It seems that Kashi’s health would not be fully restored. | do
feel like recommending fasting as a treatment. It is possible she may
not benefit by it but what harm could it do? Fasting certainly cannot
have any adverse effect. See the details of a recent case which has
been published in Young India.

| write this letter from Sakkar. My Sind tour will come to an end
on the 15th. | was expected to reach N. W. F. P. on the 16th. Now
Motilalji has called me to Delhi. So | will have to go there for two
days. Immediately after that, | intend to leave for Andhra Desh. The
temple [authorities] have been sounded, and if they give me
permission, | will go there. | do have to reach Morbi on March 30.

My health has been all right during my travels. Even now, | live
on mother almond and have given rest to mother goat.

Perhaps you know that Krishnadas has stayed on in Delhi
because of the cold. Let me see when he moves further. From his
letters, | learn that the Delhi weather suits him. | hope you know about
the changes in the Mandir.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]

Look after Govindbabu's Ashram and his work. Observe
carefully who the workers are, how they function, how they maintain
the accounts, etc. | have recommended that he should form a trust
for the Ashram and have suggested your name and that of Jivrambhai
for that. | have been given the impression that the report published
by him is full of exaggeration. | have even told him that. He wants
you to stay there permanently. However, that is a different thing. But
do stay there for a few days so that you may observe the work
properly.

BAPU

From the Gujarati original: S. N. 3286
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43. FEAR OF THE PENAL CODE

While advising a young man several weeks ago,| had suggested
that he should repudiate his child-marriage and, if his doing so pained
his parents, he should put up with it. A lawyer friend writes on this
subject thus :*

| see no reason to withdraw my advice. The law isno guideto a
reformer; in the final analysisit is only hisinner voice that shows the
way. He who fears the law can bring about no reforms. With regard to
all the great reforms in the world it can be said that they came about
because the reformers never bothered about the law.

In the present case the marriage whose repudiation | advised
cannot, truly speaking, be regarded as a marriage at all. Where agirl is
so young that she does not even understand what marriage is,
marriage has no meaning. A marriage implies a certain kind of
relationship entered into withunderstanding between a man and a
woman, and a certain kind of contract. And about a contract the law
says that both parties must understand it.

A contract effected without either party understanding it or one
concluded by force can never be binding. Hence, | feel that the advice
| gaveispractical. And so long as we do not have youths brave
enough to act in accordance with such advice, it will not be possible to
protect poor, innocent girls. If we have to wait for the law to be
amended, aeons will pass. | do not mean to say that there should be no
agitation to amend bad laws or that laws should not be amended. The
remedy suggested by me is a potent weapon for having the law
scrapped. A law, truly speaking, should follow public opinion. It is
only in an autocratic regime, in aregime indifferent to public opinion,
that laws opposed to public opinion are made. Consequently, the
people always look for loopholes to circumvent those laws, and indeed
do so successfully and, finally, the respect based on understanding
that one should have for the laws disappears.

I think the remedy that | have suggested is the first step towards
abolishing child-marriage and similar other wicked practices. In this
way the people’s attention is at once drawn to the evil customs. They
begin to think and participate in abolishing laws which support evil

' For text of the letter, vide “ A Terror of the Penal Code”, February 7, 1929.
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practices. Hence, my advice to every enthusiastic reformer is that
heshould not bother too much about the intricacies of the law; he
should rather, where he sees his duty clearly, act unhesitatingly and be
prepared to face the punishment provided by the law.

The Penal Code may well be necessary for a criminal and may
be so for all time. But for an innocent reformer, the Penal Code is
meaningless and ineffective. Punishment has two objects: to deter a
criminal from committing crime and to protect society. Neither of
these things affects a reformer, because he does not have to be
deterred from committing any crime and his reform too cannot be
halted. Punishment actually accelerates reforms. In this poor country
the innocent harbours more fear of the Penal Code than criminals do.
A real criminal cares atwopence for that law, while the poor weakling,
who has committed no offence and who is not guilty at heart, being a
victim of circumstances trembles from fear before the Penal Code.
This sort of fear has lessened since satyagraha appeared; but the
lawyer friend’ s letter shows that it still persists. Let all reformers save
themselves from such fear.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 10-2-1929

44. LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI

February 10, 1929
CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,

Your letters reached me only today during my tour of Sind.

It will grieve you both to learn that after an illness of 15 to 20
days, Rasik passed away on the 8th at Delhi. Dr. Ansari spared no
painsin looking after him. Ba, Kanti, Harilal and Bali had by that time
run up to Delhi. Devdas, Krishnadas and Navin were also there. For
the last two months, Rasik had become a devotee of God and took
great interest in the Ramayana. There is no reason at all for sorrow in
this matter, as all of us have to go the same way sooner or later. Our
sorrow results from selfishness. | did not let it interfere with any of my
work.

For Dhairyabala | send you another name, Sita, which is sweet,
easy for all to pronounce and a sacred name. Y ou have now no cause
for complaint. | have today aletter from Nanabhai also.

Sushila’s present weight, 90 |b. , is good enough. She can easily
reach to 105 Ib. She can do that with some exercise and enough food.
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Vasumatibehn’s weight, which had gone down to 74, is now alittle
over 105. She was frightened by some people who told her that she
had tuberculosis, but she now weighs more than she did at any time in
the past. The cause of her losing weight was mainly mental.

After my tour of Sind | shall return to the Ashram via Delhi.
Another tour programme will be decided there.

I have explained the reason why | did not write about the new
Agent. Describe to me what kind of a person heis.

| keep pretty good health.

A grant can certainly be made for Mr. Doke’ s biography from
the Rustomji Trust. If necessary, you may use this letter for the
purpose. If required, however, | shall write separately.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 4752

45. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

SUKKUR,
February 10, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

| expect that you will get this letter along with the big envelope.
| intend to send it with a special messenger who is going to
Hyderabad.

Venkatappayya of Andhra Pradesh is getting impatient and so |
am thinking of proceeding to Bezwada directly from Delhi. It seems
you are managing things fairly well there. When | arrive there,
something or the other is bound to happen. Instead of that, it is better
that you should have peace for about two months. Even if | come, |
shall not be able to spend more than five days. Why should | take a
circuitous route just for so many days? | think | should go directly via
Manmad or Bombay. If, however, you wish my presence in the
Mandir even for five days, wire or write to me. | expect that you will
get this letter on Wednesday morning. | shall reach Hyderabad [Sind]
on the evening of that day. Y ou can wire to me there up to Thursday.
A letter will reach me only at Delhi, and so may be too late. Discuss
the matter with all others and let me know.
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The incident concerning Abbas and Rajaram was painful, but |
am happy that it is over.

Do not get frightened and give way to despair. When you have
done your duty, let the Mandir go up in flamesif it will. What more
can a person do than give of his best? One cannot control the
outcome. If, despite this, anyone makes himself unhappy or worries
unnecessarily, one can only say that heisafool. Do not work beyond
your strength and do not do anything in a hurry. Do everything at its
proper time and, if you cannot do something, be humble and admit
your inability. Everything will become easy then.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 5386

46. LETTER TO NANABHAI MASHRUWALA

[February 10, 1929]*

BHAI SHRI NANABHAI,

| have your letter. As for the summons, | shall wait for more
information. | have sent an alternative name to Sushila® | have
selected Sita. Her friends will like it and, in any case, it is a sacred
name. Sushila complains that there has been no letter from Tara. At
presentl am in Sind. | shall be reaching Delhi on the 17th. | may be
there for two days. After that | may proceed direct to Bezwada.

Y ou have probably learnt that Harilal’ s son, Rasik, passed away
on the 8th at Delhi. | have thought much on the subject of death and,
therefore, | do not grieve over it. There is some suffering, of course,
because of selfishness, but that is only momentary.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 4751

! From the postmark
> The addressee had earlier suggested the name ‘Dhairyabala for Sushila
Gandhi’s new-born daughter.

VOL. 45: 4 FEBRUARY, 1929 - 11 MAY, 1929 51



47. SPEECH AT STUDENTS MEETING, SUKKUR!

February 10, 1929

Y ou have presented me an address whose contents you do not
know. ? Y ou have praised khadi in your address but have comehere
dressed in foreign cloth. Y ou have asked me questionswhich appear to
be a mere pose. Y ou wasted your good time which you could have
much better utilized by sweeping clean the streets or doing some other
piece of honest labour and giventhe earnings to the Lalaji memorial
Fund. Knowledge can be im-parted to the jijnasu® only. But seeing
that you never knew thecontents of the address, you could have no
desire to know the answers. | must therefore decline to take them
seriously. If the framer wishes to have the answers, he must seek
another opportunity.

Young India, 21-2-1929

48. SPEECH AT MUNICIPAL MEETING, SUKKUR!

February 10, 1929

Gandhiji’s reply was a dissertation on the functions and limitations of our
existing municipalities. Whilst he agreed with what they had observed in thier
address that they could win swaraj through the municipalities, he cautioned them that
the statement held good in respect of free and independent municipalities only, not
municipalities that were dominated by the Government, as was largely the case in
India at present. But though the existing municipalities might not by themselves
enable them to wrest swaraj from the Government, efficient working would certainly
be a great step towards swaraj. The first condition of municipal efficiency was that
those who entered municipalities should be actuated by a spirit of service, not by
considerations of personal gain. Secondly, it was necessary that the municipal
commissioners should qualify themselves for their work by themselves becoming

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”

2 The address presented on behalf of the students included some “ethical
questions which did not seem to be in keeping with the atmosphere. ” On cross-
examination the students admitted that they had not been consulted before or after the
address was drafted.

¥ Seeker after knowledge

* Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”
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sweepers first and by learning to distinguish pure milk and ghee from impure. It would
be their duty to see that there was not a dirty street or an unswept lane within
municipal limits.

Young India, 21-2-1929

49. SPEECH AT WOMEN' SMEETING, SUKKUR

February 10, 1929

If you want to establish swaraj in India, which for you and me
can only mean Ramarajya, you must become pure in mind and body
like Sita, for then alone you will become the mothers of heroes. And
as afirst step towards attaining bodily purity you must wear pure,
homespun khadi just as Sita did in days of old. And lastly you must
emancipate yourselves and your daughters from the thraldom of the
various social abuses and tyrannies that are prevalent in your midst at
present.

Young India, 21-2-1929

50. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

[On or after February 10, 1929]*
CHI. PRABHAVATI,
| got your letters on reaching Sukkur. | am writing to father. Do
as he says. Await hisreply.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi; G. N. 3313

' Gandhiji reached Sukkur on February 10, 1929.
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51. LETTER TO AGNES

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,*
February 11, 1929

MY DEAR AGNES,

| was filled with delight to hear from you after so many years.
Of course | knew all about your movements from Henry? when he was
here. But it is a different thing to hear of you and to hear from you. |
am glad too that you are getting on so well. Do please remember me
to uncle and aunt when you write to them. | often think of them and
their many kindnesses.

Y ou might have seen from the papers and from Young India, if
you are getting that paper, that | have again been obliged to cancel
my proposed European tour. Now | don’t know when | shall be able
to manage it. | was sorry to have to cancel it, but it was absolutely
necessary.

Yours sincerely,
AGNES
BULSTRODE HOUSE
BULSTRODE STREET
LONDON W-1

From a photostat: S. N. 15138

52. LETTER TO OAMER AHMED

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 11, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

| have your letter for which | thank you. | cannot agree with
you that the Nehru Report has disregarded Mussalman interest. Y ou
may not agree with its treatment of that interest. But | am convinced
that there has been no desire on the part of the framers of that Report

! Here and in the subsequent letters of this period the permanent address was
given for purposes of correspondence.
>H. S. L. Polak
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to belittle or ignore the Mussalman claim. In any case there is no
guestion of solving the problem of swaraj without the co-operation of
all classes concerned. For my part | can only say that | am as fervent
as ever about the Hindu-Muslim unity.

Yours sincerely,
OAMER AHMED, ESQ.
KHILAFAT HOUSE
BOMBAY-10

From a photostat: S. N. 15324

53. LETTERTO H. T. HOLLAND

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 11, 1929
DEAR FRIEND,

It isonly now | am able to acknowledge your note. | had not
one minute to spare in Shikarpur. | had to disappoint many who had
more or less expected | would visit their institutions. In the
circumstances | was unable to make time for your institution. Y ou will
please therefore forgive me.

Yours sincerely,
REV. H. T. HOLLAND
SETH HIRANAND CHARITABLE HOSPITAL
SHIKARPUR

From a photostat: S. N. 15006
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54. LETTER TO RAMA RAO

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 11, 1929

DEA RFRIEND,

Here are my answers to your questions :*

Liberation as | understand it is complete freedom from the
bondage of the flesh, that is, from birth and death.

(1) Yes.

(2) Lifeisthat which is permanent, that is, ever was, ever is and
ever will be and it is superior to all that we can see or sense with our
organs.

(3) Doubt isthe mother of understanding.

(4) Truth and Lifein its essence are one and the same. | should
give the same definition for Truth as | have given for life.

(5) I entirely agree with Mr. Krishnamurti. What he has said is a
paraphrase of the aphorisn?.

| have purposely made my answers cryptic. It is difficult to enter
into a detailed examination of your questions. That is possible only in
the course of a discussion. But my answers will perhaps give you an
idea how | feel about the paramount questions that agitate al

! The addressee had asked :
Could you explain your idea of liberation or perfection ?
(1) Do you consider it possible for any man to attain liberation at any stage
of evolution ?
(2) Mr. Krishnamurti explains life as “thought feeling”. Could you kindly
give us an idea of your conception of life ?
(3) The place and position of doubt in the understanding of things:
(4) Are Truth and life one and the same? Y ou have written the book My
Experiments with Truth. What do you mean by truth ?
(5) Mr. Krishnamurti maintains that “individual problem isworld problem”.
How far do you agree with his view?
2 « As with microcosm, so with macrocosm. ”
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thoughtful men.

Yours sincerely,
SJT. RAMARAO
C/OSJT. JAMSHEDN. R. MEHTA
BONUSROAD
KARACHI

From a photostat: S. N. 15008

55. LETTER TO KAMALA SATTHIANADHAN!

February 11, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,
Here is my message—as with men, so with women: Salvation lies
in their own hands. They must resist with all their power every evil
custom that keeps them under its heels.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
Sarojini Naidu, p. 199

56. LETTERTO RUTH F. WOODSWALL

SATYAGRAHAASHRAM,SABARMATI,
February 11, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

| have your letter. It was delivered during my Sind tour, hence
the delay. | am to be in Delhi on the 17th and | shall be there on the
18th also, but 18th is my day of silence. As| am going to Delhi on
special work | shall have no time left. | expect to reach Sabarmati
about the 20th instant and remain there only for a few days. Y ou will
be welcome during those days. | am likely to be there at |east till the
25th instant.

Yours sincerely,

RUTH F. W OODSWALL
C/OY.W. C. A.
NEW DELHI

From a photostat: S. N. 15005

' Editor of Indian Ladies Magazine

VOL. 45: 4 FEBRUARY, 1929 - 11 MAY, 1929 57



57. LETTER TO ASHRAM WOMEN

February 11, 1929
SISTERS,

| have your letter.

| am ever content with whatever you can do sincerely. My
happiness lies in your peace and contentment.

Deep in my heart there is no sorrow over the death of Rasik. |
have enough attachment to make me suffer for selfish reasons. All of
us will go one day where Rasik has gone. The difference is only about
the time of going. Then why feel grief or fear death? After death,
there is either another birth or moksha. We do love life. If we long and
strive for it we may even attain moksha. There is no third state. If we
do not ceaselessly strive for moksha, then another birth isinevitable.
And since we love life, we have no cause to feel sorrow. Grief isthe
result of our ignorance. Knowing this, | did not stop my work even
for a moment.

This time my tour seems to have begun at such an inauspicious
hour that the date of my return is being postponed again and again.
Y ou will know about this from the letter to Chhaganlal.

Blessings from
BAPU

[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro—1 : Ashramni Behnone

58 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



58. LETTER TO CHILDREN OF BALMANDIR

SUKKUR,
February 11, 1929

BIRDS OF THE BAL MANDIR,
| got your answers.

Indu, Vasant and Madhuri state that they will not give upspices
as they like them. What isthis! Our practice isto eat, speak or do, not
what we like, but what is good. Some of you might like chillies, but
should you eat them? Suppose you havefever and at that time you feel
tempted to eat rotli; should youeat it then? Eat only what, and as much
as, is good for thebody. If as children we learn to control the mind, we
shall go far. Nani says she desires to wear bangles of yarn. Thereisno
harm in wearing yarn bangles, but it is best to wear no bangles at all.
Therefore, even though one may feel tempted to wear yarn bangles,
one should suppress the desire. Such bangles are bound to get dirty
and will have to be washed. Wouldn’t it be better, then, not to wear
them?

| had hoped that | would be there in person to hear your
answers to this letter. But that may not be; in that case you should
keep your promises and preserve silence in the class-room, the kitchen
and at the prayer-meeting.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 9221

59. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

SUKKUR,
February 11, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,
If the peace in the kitchen becomes a permanent feature, it will
probably be kept even after | return there. A string, they say, can
make a dent in granite. Is there anything we cannot do through
practice?
Y ou have solved the problem of ghee quite well. Our exper-
iment will proceed satisfactorily now. Weigh its results and examine its
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merits and demerits. Also consider its effect on the purses, the bodies
and minds of those who eat it.

The knives made by Ishvarlal will give excellent service if
whetted from time to time. Get all of them cleaned after use.

Shankarlal knows the matter about Badrul. Do not accede to his
request immediately. He has not given a proper account of Rs.
30,000. If the skin of your soles still cracks owing to cold, the remedy
is to wash them at night in hot water mixed with soda-bi-carb, to fill be
the cracks with ghee and bandage the feet. One who keeps watch at
night may do this during the day. There were cracks in the skin of my
toes and under them. | applied this remedy and the cracks healed up
in two days. | had not stopped any work. | had even continued the
walks.

It is necessary that you should not arrange the cleaning of
lavatories and night-watch for yourself on the same day. Divide your
work among the days of the week and lighten it in that manner.

If Saraladevi feels that the mava' which you send to her is too
much, send less. About the price, too, inquire the market rate and
charge her alittle less than that. Keep all our dealings with others
above board. We need not force on her or anybody else anything
which they do not want. We can easily find other customers for mava.
Has the quantity of milk increased?

Employ for making bread only those who can do the work. Y ou
have not explained why Dhiru had to be relieved. Ramniklal should
learn to make bread.

If anyone who cannot say that he span one lea during the day
has good reason for his not being able to do so, there is nothing to be
said in the matter.

Y ou need not feel the slightest hesitation in writing to me about
Ashram matters, small or big. Just as one must take interest in news of
births and deaths, so also must one in other matters of joy or sorrow.
One must cultivate the strength, or the art, whatever you call it, of
listening with interest to such matters too, without getting upset. Who
knows if what we feel to be a cause of happiness or unhappinessis

! Milk dehydrated
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really that? Bhang is pleasant to drink, but we know the effect it
produces. We do not know the results of other things which seem
pleasant, and so are often deceived.

Let me know about the condition of Totaram’s eyes. What was
the matter with them?

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 5388

60. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

Slence Day, February 11, 1929

CHI. GANGABEHN,

What is this that | hear? Why should you feel offended because'
read my letter to you with Chhaganlal’s permission? | have always
thought that you and | have nothing private orconfidential. Why
shouldyouthentakeoffenceif someonehappens to read my harmless
letter? But now | shal be careful. I will send this letter to you
separately. Of course, Chhaganlal has been told that neither he nor
anybody else should read a letter marked * personal’. All the same, till
you reassure me | shall continue to send you letters separately.

| suppose you are now quite all right. | did expect aletter from
you today. But, you seem to sulk and would not write. Get rid of the
sullenness. Remember the very first verse we recite every day: “When
a man puts away al the cravings . . . " ? Further on we recite
“Craving begets wrath. ”?

If ... *does anything wrong, you have every right to twist her
ear, but you have no right to be angry. Take heed.

To save postage | put half the number of lettersin the envelope
for you and the other half in that for Chhaganlal.

Blessings from
BAPU
[From Guijarati]
Bapuna Patro—6: G. S. Gangabehnne, p. 22

! The name is omitted in the source.
? Bhagavad Gita, I1. 55

% Ibid

* The name is omitted in the source.
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61. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

[February 11, 1929]*

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

While | was busy looking into the old letters, some more have
arrived from Rohri. Rohri means Sabarmati and Sukkur means
Ahmedabad; here, however, the distance between the two placesis|ess.

| am surprised to know about Gangabehn being angry. | have
today written separately to her. Such things are bound to happen from
time to time.

| wrote to you about mava in this morning’s letter, and nowl
read in your letter that neither of them wants it. Anasuyabehnknows a
shop where good mava is sold. Y ou can arrange with itsowner. If you
fail in that, let me know. He will surely buy if you offer it at one anna
less than the market rate. There will beno problem if they buy the
milk a Ambalal’s place. Nevertheless, it is necessary to become
familiar with the mava shop.

Y es, that iswhat Chhoteld is. If you cannot keep him, | shall not
say that you have failed. Those who can retain him would be
occupying a high place even in the “Honours” list.

| have just got up after the midday nap. | dreamt about you in
sleep. Y ou were singing with me. | remarked that you knew singing
quite well. You replied that you certainly did and that it was onlyin
Ahmedabad that people took no notice of you. Before you joined the
Ashram, you said, you had been thrice elected president of
conferences of poets, and that you had had an invitation from as far as
Srinagar. Y ou added that after you had joined the Ashram your pride
had been humbled and you had ceased to be regarded as a poet. We
laughed at this; the dream ended there and | awoke.

| for one am sure that we shall not find it convenient to employ
labourers in the Ashram. This practice which we cannot bring
ourselves to end voluntarily now, we shall be eager to end after bitter
experience. Therefore, think again. But do not end it reluctantly so
long as you do not feel that we are strong enough to do so. It would
be

* From the reference to the sale of mava, it is evident that the letter was written
later on this date; vide “Letter to Chhaganlal Joshi”, 11-2-1929
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al right for the present if you put some restrictions. | suggest two: (1)
that the labourers should wear khadi, and (2) that we should not
exceed the present or any other fixed number.

| remember Abdullabhai. He must have left by now.

There was a telegram from Motilalji asking me to stay on [in
Delhi] till Tuesday—and to put up at Vithalbai’s. Make a change,
therefore, in the address and add one day.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 5563

62. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT

SUKKUR,
Slence Day, February 11, 1929

CHI. VASUMATI,

Y our letter written from Valiped reached me only yesterday. I,
therefore, address this letter to you at the Udyoga Mandir.

It is good that you mention the death of Dada’s son as an
ordinarypieceofnews. Thatisasignofone’ shavinggiven up the fear of
death. | have had recent experience of thisin Rasik’s death. The pain
felt by us on account of death is only due to our selfishness. As for
Rasik, he is now happy in every way. His body had become incapable
of work. It was decaying inside; how would it have served him to keep
it? A little before his death, | wrote in Navajivan something about
death, which you should read and ponder over. And if we have learnt
to be unconcerned at the death of our loved ones, we should be even
more so at the thought of our own death and remain ever ready to
meet that great friend.

You have now in your own hand the key to your health.
Whatever the circumstances, never lose your peace of mind. Bear with
what cannot be changed, and change what you can. Non-co-operate
with anything which is immoral and which therefore should not be
tolerated. Apart from these three conditions, there is no fourth.

| may not be able to return to the Mandir immediately, as you
may have seen from my yesterday’ s letter to Chhaganlal.
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| have been doing quite well without goat’s milk, and may have
no difficulty at all.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C. W. 429. Courtesy: Vasumati Pandit

63. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, ROHRI*

February 11, 1929

Gandhiji made a powerful appeal to the audience, among other things, to cast
out the demon of drink from their midst. If they did that it would not only clip the
wings of the Government by depriving it of 25 crores of revenue every year, which
would fructify in the pockets of the poor, but also would to certainextent purify the
connection between the Government and the people. He asserted that the boycott of
liquor and of foreign cloth were the purest expression of ahimsa. In this there was no
ill will against anybody.

Young India, 21-2-1929

64. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

February, 13, 1929
CHI. MIRA,

| could not write to you on Monday but | have been writing
fairly frequently. So you won'’t notice the absence of Monday |etter.
And in the midst of daily travelling neither you nor | know when you
may expect my letter.

The last from Motilalji tells me | must be in Delhi till Tuesday.
Where | shall go on Tuesday | do not know. | aminclined to go
straightway to Andhra from Delhi without going to Sabarmati or
Bombay. But you shall know as soon as | have settled. My addressin
Delhi will be care Hon'ble V. J. Patel, Speaker, Delhi.

What a slaughter in Bombay ! It makes me sad but perhaps this
was inevitable.

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”

64 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



Devdas has sent me a poetic letter describing Rasik’s last days.
If all he saysistrue the Ashram has justified its existence. He is
described as having become a godly boy full of tenderness. Ba,
Harilal and Kanti are still in Delhi awaiting me. No more today.

Love.
BAPU

From the original: C. W. 5343. Courtesy: Mirabehn

65. SPEECH AT WOMEN'SMEETING, PADIDAN*

February 13, 1929

Our Shastras say that God is incarnate in the person of a pure
woman—a sati. You should legitimately occupy the position of
gueens in your homes. But that will only be when you have rescued
you men-folk from the drink habit.

The curse of drink had resulted in the total destruction of the great Y adava
dynasty to which Lord Krishna himself belonged. And history recorded the fact that
the drink habit had a share in bringing about the downfall of the Roman Empire. In
shor wherever it succeeded in obtaining a footingit brought misery and degradation in
its train. But the women had at their disposal the great and powerful weapon of
satyagraha. If Kaikeyi could obtainall that she wanted from Dasharatha by dint of
duragraha what could they not achievewith the help of satyagraha? Their cause was
just and they had an unlimited capacity for self-sacrifice and self-suffering. Victory
would assuredly be theirsif they tried and persevered to the end.

Young India, 28-2-1929

66. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, HYDERABAD (SIND)?
February 13, 1929

Gandhiji in his speech while noting with satisfaction the fact mentioned in it,
viz., that the Municipality had made primary education free within its limits,
reminded them that it could not be regarded as having done its duty by the public fully
till it had stamped out the drink evil from Hyderabad and solved the question of a
cheap and pure milk supply for the people making milk as commonly and easily
obtainable as a postage stamp. Lastly he regretted to miss all reference to khadi in the

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”
% ibid
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Municipal address. He had found evidence enough of poverty in Sind. The Hyderabad
Municipality could by introducing spinning in its schools produce cheap khadi worth
thousands of rupees with an inconsiderable expenditure of capital and time and thus
help to establish aliving bond of fellowship between the cities and villages of Sind.

Young India, 28-2-1929

67. NOTES

SWORDV: SPIRIT

A friend sends the following interesting extract from an old
number of My Magazine :*

Nepoleon knew that it was folly to rely on force. “ There are only two
powersin the world,” he said, not after he had been defeated and exiled, but
while he appeared to be at the height of his success. “ Those powers are the
spirit and the sword. In the long run the sword will always be conquered by the
spirit.”

But why, we may ask, did Nepoleon, if he saw so plainly the usel essness
of war, continue to make war? Why did he use the sword untilit was wrenched
out of his hand at Waterloo? Partly because Nepoleon,like the rest of us, could
not always practise what he preached, but partly because other kings and
emperors would not let him alone. They were not as wise as he. When he
pleaded for peace they would not believe he wassincere. To the Emperor of
Austria after a fierce battle he addressed this personal appeal :

“Amid grief and surrounded by 15,000 corpses, | implore Y our Mgjesty,
Ifeel bound to give you an urgent warning. You are far from the scene, your
heart cannot be so deeply moved asmineisonthespot....”

Would that India which through her Congress has subscribed to
the policy of non-violence will adhere to it and demonstrate to a world
groaning under the curse of the sword that the spirit does triumph
over the sword in national affairs asit has ever been shown to have
triumphed in individual affairs.

PROHIBITION IN AMERICA

One reads conflicting reports in newspapers about the great
experiment in prohibition that Americais making. | question about it
the many American tourists who visit me and the majority have
assured me that the experiment is working well. Among these visitors
recently there was an American authoress Madame Sara M. Algeo.

! Only extracts are reproduced here.
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She claimed to have worked in the cause of prohibition and was an
ardent reformer. | therefore asked her to put down in writing as
briefly as she could her impressions of the experiment which she very
kindly did. Here are relevant parts of her enthusiastic letter :*

In my interview this afternoon you asked me to write you about our
recent great victory for prohibition in the United States. It is with rea
pleasure | do this, for there are so many wild stories afloat about its being a
failure that | welcome the chance to put before you the facts. Y ou have been a
prohibitionist for many years like me. We have seen our highest hopes
smashed many times and have wondered if our dreams would ever come true.

Mine were more than realized in the last election in America. Asyou
know we have two dominant parties—the Republican and the Democratic
party. Every four years sees them drawn up in battle regal over certain issues.
InNovember all other issues paled beside the great one of prohibition which
hashbeen in force since 1919 and which had reached a crisis; so many of the
richer classes seemed to want their liquor back.

Governor Alfred Smith of New Y ork State who represented the ‘wets'
staked his hopes of election on the vote of the ‘wets' and came out boldlyand
noisily asin favour of repeal of prohibition laws. Mr. Herbert Hoover on the
contrary and his running mate Senator Curtis were equally strong in favour of
the continuance of prohibition. . .. Asyou know the victory for prohibition
and Mr. Hoover was overwhelming not only for the Presidency and Vice-
Presidency, but for the Senate and Congress as well—8 wet senators going
down to defeat and 14 wet Congressmen doing likewise.

The Women Did It. It was the quiet little homebody of the South who
contrary to all political expectations deserted her party, the Democratic, that
ofMr. Smith, and voted for Mr. Hoover. Not only did they vote for Mr.
Hoover but they formed clubs and shamed many of their menfolk into
supporting him. It was indeed a victory for prohibition, a victory for woman
suffrage, but especially a great triumph of good over evil.

WHAT ISCOMMON ?

“What is common to us except Pax Britannica?’ isthe question
that has been often put to me. The last time it was put to me was by
the editor of the Daily Gazette of Karachi. | was sorry | had not the
time to answer the question in full detail though my answer was
comprehensive enough. | suggested that birth, manners, distress and
bondage were more common than Pax Britannica. But what is this Pax

! Only extracts are reproduced here.
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Britannica? Does it not mean that it more often keeps us from fighting
against one another than protects us from foreign invasions? And do
we not see that even that condition is more often observed in the
breach than in the performance? Pax Britannicais unable to prevent
Hindu-Muslim feuds. What it successfully does is to ensure the
protection by means of extraordinary military and other dispositions
of the few Europeans who are exploiting the country. Pax Britannica,
therefore, so far asit is common to the whole of the country, is not a
blessing calculated to advance the nation either economically or
politically. It has emascul ated the people and reduced them to a state
of helplessness. My suggestion, therefore, is that common birth,
common distress, common manners and common bondage are each
initself and all collectively areal cohesive force, not Pax Britannica.
Consciousness of distress and consciousness of bondage are unifying
the people in amanner in which they have never before been unified.
And when these become a thing of the past as they are bound to,
common birth will prove aforce that will make the nation irresistible.

EVIDENCE BEFORE THE SIMON COMMISSION

Among the questions put by the Editor besides the one on Pax
Britannica was also one referring to the value of the evidence tendered
to the Simon Commission. My emphatic opinion is that that evidence
has little national value. The evidence is mostly from official sources
and sources that have always been at the disposal of officials and it
was surely a waste of money and effort to bring all the way from
London a Parliamentary Commission for the purpose of collecting
evidence which could easily have been sent from Delhi to Downing
Street at a cost of a few hundred rupees. A Government that is
irresponsive to public opinion may do any thing it likes over the
heads of the people, but it will solve no problems. It will make
confusion worse confounded. Persistence in keeping the Commission
in Indiain defiance of strong public opinion is proof positive of the
desire and capacity of this Government to ignore the political opinion
of India, no matter how strong, consolidated and unanimous it may
be.

FOR CONSCIENCE' SAKE
Pax International is a monthly journal issued at Geneva, 12 Rue
du Vieux-College, on behalf of the Women'’s International League for
Peace and Freedom. | have before me a copy of the November
number of this monthly which has the following paragraph :
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In Yugoslavia 72 members of the religious body of Nazarenes have been
condemned by the military court of the Save District to 10 years
imprisonment for refusing to take up arms. All of the condemned have already
served 5 years' imprisonment for the same offence. All friends of peace in the
whole world should protest against these inhuman sentences and demand the
revision of the sentence.

It is aremarkable awakening in the Western world, this peace
movement. That 10 years' servitude for the mere refusal to take up
arms is possible under asystem in respect of 70 honourable men who
follow the law of love rather than the law of hate which the system
promulgates is proof of its barbarity. Whether the world conscience
disapproves of these savage sentences or not and whether such
disapproval produces an effect on theY ugoslavian Government or not,
it is certain that the system must be at its last gasp that needs for its
sustenance the infliction of barbarous sentences on innocent and
honourable citizens. | tender my respectful congratulations to the
brave Nazarenes whom, let me hope, the conscience of Yugosavia
itself will not allow to lie buried in itsjails for 10 long years.

‘WITHOUT NATIONALITY’

Pax International has another paragraph of equal tragic
importance under the heading “ People without Nationality”. It
Says:

As aresult of the post-war upheavals especially in Hungary, Rumania,

Poland, Czechoslovakia and Austria, thousands of people have found

themselves without a home, without a nationality and without a passport.

Think of the condition of aman and his family conducted to the frontier
by gendarmes and expelled from the country. From then on the life of
thatfamily has been one of hunted animals going from country to country,
unable to remain anywhere permanently because they lack the requisite papers.
They are heimatlos, and without nationality.

This situation has been solved for the Russians and Armenians without
nationality by means of the “Nansen Passport” which is at present accepted
inabout 32 countries of the world as alegal paper.

But until now nothing has been done for all the other homeless people.
And in order to help them find some way out of their difficulty a committee has
been formed in Geneva called the “World Committee for the Homeless,” whose
object is to draw up statistics so that the material may be given to
the Press, public opinion educated in the matter, and an international
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conference calledunder the auspices of the League of Nations, and measures
taken, so that these homel ess people may have some standing.

The director of the Committee is Walter H. Furgler, and the officeis at
3Rue General-Dufourr.

The whole of the European system is based on mutual distrust
and fear. Well did Wallace the contemporary of Darwin say that the
amazing material progress of the West had made little or no difference
in the moral condition of the peoples of the West. Even liberty in
many cases is amisnomer. But it is a happy sign of the times that a
large number of the Westerns have become awakened to a sense of
this very grave limitation of their civilization and are making a serious
effort to overcome it. Meanwhile we would do well not to be carried
away by the glamour of the material splendour that comes to us from
over the Indian Ocean. All is not gold that glitters.

‘HALF-STARVED AND UNDERFED’

There is evidently a direct connection in India between the
poverty of the people and that of their cattle. Orissais an epitome of
human poverty. Rai Saheb P. N. Das, Assistant Director in charge
Orissa Range, Civil Veterinary Department, is thus reported to have
spoken at a meeting of the Cuttack Gorakshani Sabha at which he was
presiding the other day. *

The condition of cattle of Orissais most deplorable. . . . Supply of milkto
the people is hoplessly how. There are many people in the villages who have
never tasted milk in their life and there are many villages where a chhatank of
milk is not available.

Regarding goshalas :

He suggested that in future there should be two sections in such
institutions, i. e. , one for the purpose of giving shelter to the maimed, old
and useless animals and the other for the improvement of breeds by adopting
up-to-date methods of breeding and rearing.

Enough evidence has been produced in these pages in support
of the Rai Saheb’s suggestion. Would that the trustees of the
numerous goshalas of the country would take to heart the advice
given by the speaker.

Young India, 14-2-1929

! Only extracts are reproduced here.
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68. LETTER TO DR. GOPICHAND BHARGAVA

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 14, 1929

DEARDR. GOPICHAND,

| had your two letters. You will not consider me guilty of
discourtesy because | have not answered them hitherto. The fact is |
am terribly in arrears with my correspondence. It was only day before
yesterday that | was able to get Jagannath to give me the purport of
the Urdu cutting you have sent me. | understand the position more
clearly now than before. | am in correspondence with Motilalji and |
shall presently put myself in touch with Dr. Satyapal too.

Yours sincerely,
DR. GOPICHAND BHARGAVA
WACHHOWALLI
LAHORE

From a photostat: S. N. 15335

69. LETTERTOD.*

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 14, 1929

DEARFRIEND,

| have your letter redirected to me in my Sind tour. | would like
to help you. But beforel could do that | would like to know a little
more about you. What you tell me about Malaviydji is flatly contrary
to my experience of him. Yoursis a case that would make aforcible
appeal to him, and | know him to be capable of going out of his way
to take up cases like yours. There must be, therefore, so | presume,
something wrong with you apart from your deformity which need in
no way interfere with your capacity for teaching. | would like you
therefore to give me such satisfaction as you can on this point.

Meanwhile as | am reaching Delhi next Sunday, | shall be
meeting Malaviygji and | shall discuss your question with him
personally.

! The full name is not reproduced here.
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Assuming that Malaviyaji can not accommodate you, | would
like to know whether you would be prepared to take up teaching post
anywhere else, say in Ahmedabad or any other place where | might be
able to find alocation for you. Please tell me also in detail what things
you can teach and what your own choice would be if you had a blank
card. -

Yours sincerely,
From amicrofilm: S. N. 13314

70. LETTER TO GANGADHAR RAO DESHPANDE

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 14, 1929

MYDEAR GANGADHAR RAO,

| sent you a telegram on receipt of your letter. | now findit is
impossible for me to tour in Karnatak during February. Itwon’t be
possible perhaps before June. | must finish Burma andAndhra first
though dates are not yet fixed. But when | do tourin Karnatak it won't
be possible for me to divide the collectionsbetween Congress
Committees and the A. |. S. A. The tour would be wholly in the
interests of khadi and in continuation of the previous interrupted tour.
I am firmly of opinionthat Congress Committees to be worthy of the
name should be able to command men and money without the
assistance of al-India men.

Yours sincerely,
SJT. GANGADHARRAO DESHPANDE
P. O. HUDLI
BELGAUM

From a photostat: S. N. 15337

72 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



71.LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 14, 1929
DEAR MOTILALJI,
| have your wire. | know now where | am to be housed in Delhi.
| shall remain there till Tuesday, but you will please make the way
clear for me to leave Delhi on Tuesday night.

Y ou must have heard from some source that Rasik died on the
8th instant. Probably therefore | shan’t need to go to the Jamia before
going to Vithalbhai’ s place. But Devdas might want me for the sake
of Mrs. Gandhi to go to the Jamiafirst.If so, | shall abide by his wish
though | feel | am sure that she will not want me now to go to the
Jamia merely for sentiment’s sake.

Yours sincerely,
PANDIT MOTILAL NEHRU

11 CLIVEROAD
NEW DELHI

From a photostat : S.N. 15336

72. LETTER TO KARNAD SADASHIVA RAO

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 14, 1929

MY DEAR SADASHIVA RAOQ,

| have your letter. You don't know evidently al about
Chhotalal. Chhotalal has proved a broken reed. He has been found to
have misbehaved himself. He has made the confession himself and in
his letters that | have seen he has clearly stated that he must not stay in
Nileshwar. That he says that Nileshwar is a good khadi centre | can
well understand and believe. And if he could have restrained his
carnal aptitude, he would certainly have done good work. But when
Chhotalal is removed who can take charge of the work and build up
what is broken to pieces? | am surprised that Chhotalal has not told
you all about himself. You are at liberty to show thisletter to him. He
is supposed not to hide his sin, if he has done elementary penance as
he claims to have done.
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With reference to the tour, it cannot come off this month. | have
to go to Delhi in obedience to Motilalji’s call. It won't be possible
now before June. And June perhaps would not be proper month for
you. And when | tour in Karnatak, | could do so only to resume it at
the point where it was suspended and in the interest of khadi. | must
not be expected to collect funds for the local Congress Committees.
To be worth anything they must be able to command the confidence
of the public independently of the services off all-India men.

Yours sincerely,
SJT. KARNAD SADASHIVA RAO
KODIALBAIL
MANGALORE

From amicrofilm : S. N. 15010

73. LETTER TO DR. PARASHURAM SHARMA

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 14, 1929

MY DEAR PARASHURAM,

| have your letter.* It is a strange letter for you. | thought that
you had unreservedly permitted me to make what use | liked of your
letter so long as | did not use the names you had given. Y ou had even
permitted me if | chose to use your name. And can whatever
Santanam or others might have done or might not have done be any
excuse for the things that were done in Calcutta and that you have so
graphically described? | should certainly like to know what crooked
things Pandit Santanam and others have in their mind. Of course |
know Dr.Satyapal’ s energy, his capacity for work and his fearlessness;
but for me they do not carry much weight if there is any crookedness
with these splendid qualities. Believe me that you and | would render a
real serviceto Dr. Satyapal by telling him plainly where he errs.
Friendship either in private life or public is of little value if it hesitates
to find fault with friends when they err. It is the specia privilege of
friendship to do so without being misunderstood and without hurting.

' Vide “Not That Way”, January 31, 1929.
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You are at liberty to share this letter with Dr. Satyapal. How |
would love to have afull conversation with him and ajoint conference
with him and the others with whom he finds it so difficult to get on.

Yours sincerely,

DR. PARASHURAM
PUNJABP. C. C.
BRADLAUGH HALL
LAHORE

From amicorfilm : S.N. 15295

74. SPEECH AT P. C. C. MEETING, HYDERABAD*

February 14, 1929

In abrief speech Gandhiji explained the inwardness of the function that was
going to be performed. A flag was after all a mere piece of cloth. And even a child
could hoist it. Wherein then consisted the merit of hoisting, he asked. It consisted in
its being the symbol of a nation’s honour and the determination to stand by it though
one were all alone. The Englishmen had shed their blood freely to upold the honour of
the Union Jack and that was what gave it its prestige. Again it was to the potential
sacrifice which a standard-bearer represented that the importance of the office of Alam
bardar in Islamic history was due. The vindication of the honour of the flag has often
called for areckless sacrifice as was typified in the case of the Moroccan soldiers who
throwing away their arms rushed at the French gunners in the face of awithering fire
with shouts of Allah. The latter were so overcome by the reckless bravery shown by
the Moroccans that they threw up their caps in admiration and fraternized with them.
That was an example for Congressmen to emulate. Their unfurling of the Congress
flag would be nothing more than a childish mock-heroic if it did not carry with it a
determination to keep it flying all alone even if everybody else deserted it. Similarly
their unveiling of the portrait of Lalaji would be reduced to a mere act of idol worship
unless it represented their grim resolve to lay down their lives to fulfil the mission
for which Lalgji had lived and died, the emancipation of India from bondage. The
sight of his portrait should evoke a reverence in them for the ideals for which Lalaji
stood and render impossible any act unworthy of his memory. The installation of
Lalgji’s portrait in their building should thus not mean idol worship but what in Hindu
ceremonial was known as prana-pratishtha’.

Young India, 28-2-1929

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”. The meeting was held at the
office of the Provincial Congress Committee, where Gandhiji had unfurled the
Congress flag and unveiled Lajpat Rai’ s portrait.

% Induction of the spirit
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75. SPEECH AT STUDENTS MEETING, HYDERABAD*

February 14, 1929

To own up one’s defects is the first step towards reform. | will
not therefore speak to you about the failings referred to in your
address as | take it that having confessed them you will spare no effort
to eradicate them. But | will speak to you on one or two other moot
guestions.

He then proceeded to exhort them to stamp out the liquor habit from their
midst. They might think that moderate drinking might be allowed since it seemed to
do them no harm. But, as the Gita said, one had to shape one’s conduct not merely
according to one’'s own requirements but also with an eye to the effect that it would
have on others. And if they saw the terrible havoc that this fell habit was causing
among the working classes of India they would take a solemn vow not to touch liquor.
He next warned them against the baneful poisonous literature from the West that was
inundating the country and sought under the respectable and attractive garb of science
to seduce them from the path of purity and self-restraint. Manifestos justifying self-
indulgence were sometimes issued over the signatures of bishops, doctors and other
men of weight and influence, but they should never allow themselves to be drawn
away from the strait and narrow path of virtue. The path of self-indulgence and moral
indiscipline was the surest way to perdition. He appealed to them to cultivate a snow-
white purity of mind and body and prayed to God that He might give them the wisdom
and strength for it.

Young India, 28-2-1929

76. SPEECH AT SWEEPERS MEETING, HYDERABAD

February 14, 1929

Gandhiji in addressing the sweepers who mostly hailed from Gujarat and
Rajputanaidentified himself with them and their occupation which he asked them to
feel proud of instead of looking down upon it. He noted with satisfaction the progress
that was being made in the removal of the curse of untouchability. There was atime
when it would have been unthinkable to hold a sweepers’ function in a high class
mandir or to admit them to a select temple like the Lakshminarayan temple of
Jamnalalji at Wardha.

! Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”. The meeting was held in the
Sindhi National College. The students presented an address in Sindhi which was “a
bold confession of their weaknesses and shortcomings”.
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But whilst the progress so far made in this behalf was a matter of all-round
congratulation it was up to the depressed classes themselves to smooth the way for
the reform by ridding themselves of such habits as drinking, carrion-eating,
gambling, etc., and by arigorous observance of the principles of hygiene and
sanitation. It might not be given to everybody to study Sanskrit and Sanskrit
scriptures or to go into the subtleties of dharma, but surely it was the right and duty of
everybody to be perfect in the practice of cardinal virtues.*

Young India, 28-2-1929

77. SPEECH AT KOTRI CONGRESS COMMITTEE MEETING?
February 14, 1929

Gandhiji in his reply thanked the Chairman for his frankness.® For if there was
anything that was criminal on the part of Congressmen at the present juncture when
things were all in the crucible it was to sleep over the Congress programme in a state
of half-hearted indecision. They must either loyally work it out or, if they thought it
to be unworkable or otherwise harmful, report to the Working Committee
accordingly. It was however neither right nor proper to ask him to move for the
rescission of the khadi clause. It was not as a result of pressure on his part that the
khadi clause was retained in the Congress constitution. At Gauhati the attempt to re-
move it had failed. He did not even remain there to oppose it. He confessed he was
glad to hear that it was thrown out. At Madras the attempt could not even be made as
elections were won on khadi. No one so far as he was aware even thought of the khadi
clause. The khadi clause had thus remained unchanged in the midst of other changes of
Congress policy because of the silent and unexpressed pressure of mass opinion.
Holding the opinion as he did that there was no escape from khadi if swaraj was to be
won by non-violent and truthful means, he could only advise them rigorously to en-
force the condition about the habitual wearing of khadi, even if it resulted in only one
member being left on the Congress rolls. It was better that one man should loyally
keep the flag of the Congress flying than that a hundred lukewarm members tear it to
pieces. The history of great deeds was the history of men who had the courage to stand

! Later Gandhiji addressed members of the Jhatia and the Kalal communities
and exhorted them to do away with the invidious distinction of high and low that was
poisoning their atmosphere and to regard all sections of their community as children
of the same Father.

2 Extracted from Pyarelal’s “Weekly Letter”

® The Chairman had said that if strict compliance with habitual wearing of
khadi for Congress membership was insisted on, most Congress Committees would
become defunct and Kotri Congress Committee would have hardly two members left
onitsrolls.
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alone against the world. Krishna was alone sufficient to inspire the wavering hosts
by his presence, he never relied on the strength of numbers. The Prophet touched the
high watermark of his greatness not when he was acclaimed by Arabia as the all-
conguering hero but when he was glad to stand by God in a minority of one. Pratap,
deserted by all, carried on alone a desperate and losing fight to his dying day but
refused to lower the flag for a single second, even so did Shivaji, and the world
remembered their names with pride. Speaking for himself he could only pray that God
would give him the strength to testify his faith in khadi even though everybody else
were to desert it. He considered his work in connection with khadi to be the most
universal, the most fruitful and the most permanent part of his activities. It was the
one thing by which he would be remembered when everything else about him was
forgotten. For instance he could not expect even his message of ahimsa to be
accepted as a creed by non-Hindus. But his message of the wheel was meant for all—
for young and old, Hindus, Mussalmans, Parsis, Christians and Sikhs alike. The
message of the spinning-wheel was inwoven in the very texture of our language. The
name for God wasgz=’, the universe was interpenetrated by the Supreme Being like
beads in a necklace by a cotton thread, ¥ wftron 5@ Even so cotton thread was the one
thing that could hold together millions of the masses of India and create an
indissoluble bond between them and the Congress. People were free to hold a different
view as to the utility of khadi or as to what the most fruitful activity of his was but
then they ought to leave him severely alone; they could not separate him from his
message of khadi.

Gandhiji commenting on it® said that one could accpet the will for the deed
only when the deed represented the maximum sacrifice that one was capable of. The
62 students of Kandiara who had presented Rs. 65 could make that plea, but in their
case they had paid nothing in proportion to their capacity to pay. He therefore refused
to accept their plea and hoped that they would still retrieve their position by
increasing their subscription.®

Young India, 28-2-1929

! One who holds the thread

 The Congress Secretary while presenting a purse of Rs. 200 had expressed
the hope that Gandhiji would not see the sum but the spirit behind it and accept the
will for the deed.

¥ The amount was then raised to Rs. 500.
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78. NOTE TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

February 15, 1929
Ever be dutiful, courteous in behaviour and firm in action.
MOHANDAS GANDHI

From a microfilm. Courtesy: National Archives of India and Anand T.
Hingorani

79. STATEMENT ON SIND CONGRESS AFFAIRS'
[On or after February 15, 1929]?

At an informal meeting of the Sind Provincial Congress
members which was held at Mirpurkhas on 15th instant to consider
various domestic questions, | was invited to be present. This meeting
was originally convened by Manilal Kothari in connection with certain
disputes that were referred to him by the two wings of the P.C.C. for
disposal and for the election of the Executive. But, in view of the
tension between the parties, | have advised them to elect Swami
Govindanand as President by consent. He has named the following as
members of the Provincial Executive and the following as members of
theA.l.C.C?

| am aware that opinion is sharply divided over the nomination
of the President as well as the members of the Executive. But | am
sure that the interests of Sind will be best served by giving the above
arrangement an honest trial, those aggrieved remaining passive and
never obstructing the working of the provincial body. | have advised
and all the parties concerned have agreed that there should be no
personal references or comments in the Sind Press controlled of
influenced by the respective parties in respect of their opponents, that
each party should be alowed to do its work without interference
directly or indirectly by the other. As many members were absent and
as Swami Govindanand suggested that the meeting should be
informal, the elections were not held.

From a photostat: S.N. 5341

Vide the following item and also “ Sind Impressions”, February 21, 1929,
sub-topic “ Congress Squabbles’.

? Gandhiji was at Mirpurkhas on February 15, 1929.

® The names are not found in the source.

VOL.45: 4 FEBRUARY, 1929- 11 MAY,1929 79



80. LETTER TO SWAMI GOVINDANAND

MARWAR JUNCTION,
February 16, 1929
DEAR SWAMI,

| was sorry | was not able to have more time with you alone than
| was able to have. | would now share with you my innermost thoughts
through the more imperfect medium of correspondence.

| look to you to discharge your responsibility and shed
sweetness around and about you, as you have promised. Y ou have to
stoop to conquer. Y ou should become a real sannyasi with out anger,
without malice, without desire for self. | was not unobservant of the
fact that you had no power behind you outside the ranks of your own
immediate and very limited following. You are evidently unable to
command money when you need it for public work. All this must be
altered. You have sacrifice behind you. You have courage. What is it
that keeps you from possessing greater influence over the people for
their own good?

Why do you want office when the office does not want you? The
narrow majority by which you may be able to retain office can bring
no real satisfaction, can give you no real opportunity for service. If
you will interpret office in terms of service, why will you not refuse to
hold it unless your opponents too insist upon your holding it?

| have given effect as much as possible to your wishes in so far
as | have been able to interpret them. But | would like you after the
election is over or even before, if you have the humility, to confer with
Jairamdas and others and think of another president whom you will
unanimously elect. Anyway | look to you to run the Congress
machinery in Sind smoothly and honestly. Verb. sap. You will not |
hope misunderstand or misinterpret this letter.*

Yours sincerely,
[PS]
| am in Delhi between Sunday and Tuesday care Speaker Patel.
Then Sabarmati for a Week.

From a photostat: S.N. 15339

Vide also “Sind Impressions”, February 21, 1929.
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81. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI
February 16, 1929

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

| had got your letter at Mirpurkhas. Raojibhai may go through
an operation in his nostril, if he wantsto. | have no news this time, too,
about the condition of Totaram’s eyes. The incident concerning . . .
bhai* was painful from beginning to end. Perhaps he will not return at
al.

Malkani will arrive there on Tuesday. He will write to you. The
final decision about him is altogether different. He isto be paid Rs.
150 per month from the Birla fund. He will work in Sind. He is going
there in order to learn the constructive science of khadi.

| shall arrive there on Wednesday evening. | have decided to
postpone the Andhra tour and to proceed, instead, to Rangoon. | shall
leave on a date so that | can reach Rangoon on March 8. | shall,
therefore, get about ten days in Ahmedabad. | shall leave Rangoon on
or before the 21st and return to the Ashram some time about the 28th.
From the Ashram, | shall go to Kathiawar and spend 30th, 31st and
April 1 there. Immediately after that, | shall leave for Andhra Pradesh
and spend one month there. Thereafter, where the fates take me.

Blessings from

Baru
[PS]
Pay Jaisukhlal from the [Udyoga] Mandir funds and draw the
money for the purpose from any accounts that it may be necessary to
do. He and we should take it that he belongs to the Mandir.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5389

! The name is omitted here.
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82. LETTER TO KUSUM DE3AI

LARKANA,
Saturday, February 16, 1929

CHI. KUSUM,

| have your letter. My programme has changed again. The visit
to Andhra Desh has been put off* and | shall again be staying in the
Ashram for some days. You will know more from my letter to
Chhaganlal Joshi.?

Y our contentment is in your own hands. You are striving for it
and | am therefore confident that everything will turn out well. Y ou
will have read my letter to Sulochana. | want you to show the qualities
that your names stands for. A flower spreads it fragrance without any
conscious effort. It isin its nature to spread fragrance. Let it be so in
your case. It should be so for everyone but it is not. For we are human
only in form, in our nature we are like beasts. We have to make heroic
efforts to get out of our animal nature.

Y ou are guiding Manu® very well.

Blessings from
BapPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1777

83. LETTER TO SHANTIKUMAR MORARJI
Saturday [February 16,1929]*

CHI. SHANTIKUMAR,

| have to reach Rangoon on March 8, but | do not wish to leave
the Ashram before March 2. Which route should | take? Going via
Calcutta takes the least time, doesn’t it? | think of travelling as a deck
passenger. Have you any suggestion to make in this regard? | am

Vide “Forthcoming Andhra Tour”, March 7, 1929.
? Dated February 16, 1929.

® Harilal Gandhi’ s daughter

* From the postmark.
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writing this on my way to Delhi. | shall be in Delhi from the 17th to
the 19th. My address there will be c/o Speaker Patel. | expect your
mother is quite well by now. What happened in Bombay? L et me know
if you have discovered the real cause.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 4712. Courtesy: Shantikumar Morarji

84. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
Saturday [February 16,1929]*

CHI. PRABHAVATI,
| have your letters. | have written to Father and expect to receive
his reply at Delhi. Whatever happens you are not to worry. The rest
when we meet, since | hope to reach the Ashram on Wednesday.
Blessings from
BApU

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3314

85. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
[After February 16, 1929]?

CHI. PRABHA,
| still hope to reach there on Wednesday. But in case the work is
not finished in time for that, on Thursday morning at the latest. Y our
patience is bound to be rewarded.
Blessings to Gomati and Rajkishori.
Blessings from
BAapPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3306

! Following the Sind tour, Gandhiji, after a halt at Delhi, reached the Ashram
on Wednesday, February 20, 1929.

% From the contents this letter appears to have been written after the one to the
addressee dated February 16, 1929
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86. PROHIBITION IN SURAT DISTRICT

Regarding the prohibition work that is going on in Surat district
as aminor consequence of Bardoli Satyagraha, Smt. Mithubehn Petit
writes:

When Mithubehn backs up a movement, thereis little fear of its
fizzling out. Hence one can hope that if the movement continues at the
present rate, no trace of liquor will be left in Surat district in avery
short time. If thisresult does follow it may well be looked upon as a
minor consequence of Bardoli, but very often minor consequences
turn out to be more important than the main consequence.

[From Guijarati]

Navajivan, 17-2-1929

87. FEAR OF OSTRACISM

Having read my article on child-marriages, marriages of the old
and ill-matched marriages, a gentleman belonging to the Dasha
Shrimali caste of Godhra has written a long letter, the substance? of
which isasfollows:

If | had the power to remedy this situation, | would certainly use
it. But my capacity is limited. To stop such marriages, agitations
should be organized by all castesin all the villages; these should be
conducted by respectable people or by those who have the capacity to
win respect. | however feel that local agitations need not necessarily be
confined only to particular castes. But it is the duty and the right of
respectable men even of other castes to prevent such cruel marriages.
The belief that one caste has no right to interfere in the matters of
another may be regarded as outmoded. It is the duty of men who love
justice and carry influence to prevent injustice wherever it occurs.

People need to give up the fear of ostracism. In many cases
ostracism is to be welcomed. The Mahajan of a caste loses its stature

! The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had reported that
prohibition was making progress.

% Not translated here. The correspondent had said that in his community many
such marriages continued to take place.
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by doing injustice. To continue to belong to such a caste is like living
under an immoral regime. One should get out of such a caste
beforethe caste boycotts one. Moreover, the elimination of sub-castes
isdesirable in all circumstances. And if alarge number of people get
out of a caste, then that caste will automatically cease to exist. People
can be happy even where there are no caste barriers, and there is no
reason why this should not happen so in Hinduism.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 17-2-1929

88. TRIUMPH OF JUSTICE

The students and staff of Gujarat College deserve to be
congratulated upon the victory scored by the former.* The Director of
Education also deserves congratulations for fearlessly administering
justice. Mr. Shirras® has done nothing to deserve congratulations. He
can earn congratulations now only if he voluntarily submits his
resignation. The teacher who has lost the affection of the pupils, one
who does not keep his word, does not deserve to remain ateacher.

The main features that were to be found in the Bardoli
Satyagraha were present here. In Bardoli the demand was for justice.
L eaders of the agitation were competent men. People obeyed rules and
were determined. The peasantry of Bardoli was able, through peaceful
conduct, to win over public opinion, hence the Government finally had
to bow.

All these things were true in the case of the students. Here too,
the leaders were competent, the students has faith in them. The
students were firm and their demand was just. The students obeyed
rules and, by their peaceful behaviour, were able to win over public
opinion.

| hope that the students in the pride of their victory will not

! The students of Gujarat College had been on a prolonged strike in protest
against punishment meted out to them for staying away from their classes on Simon
Commission Boycott Day. For details, vide “Duty of Resistance”, January 24, 1929
and “Notes’, January 31, 1929.

2 Principal of Gujarat College.
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insult the Principal or their professors. Anyone who wages a non-
violent war does not become proud of his victory and does not
overstep the limits. But, just asit is hecessary for students to be polite
and keep within their limits, it is necessary for them to recognize their
own strength. In spite of studying in Government colleges, they should
maintain their freedom and never let their self-respect be
undermined.To do this, they should learn to become indifferent
towards ‘degrees’. Thereisno virtue in a ‘degree’. But there is virtue
in the acquisition of knowledge. And that is worth while only so long
as one’s self-respect is preserved. In this manner if they study with an
attitude of detachment, they will increasingly add to their own
strength. They have proved by their prowess that no one can stop them
from participating in national work. We hope that, by accumulating
such strength, they would contribute their share to the swaraj yajna.

[From Guijarati]
Navajivan, 17-2-1929

89. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

February 18, 1929

CHI. MIRA,

| have all your letters. | am writing thisin New Delhi. | leave
tomorrow for the Mandir and leave the Mandir probably on 1st March
for Rangoon returning to Sabarmati about 27th March. Burma
address: 8 Pagoda Road, Rangoon, care of Dr. Mehta.

Your letters are al most consoling. Your work is evidently
prospering. When you think that you can speak with some degree of
certainty, | would like to publish an account in Young India. But | am
in no hurry. You will report to me your progress about soft spindles. |
discussed the thing with Keshu and he was unconvinced. It would be a
good thing if all the inmates learn the habit of keeping Ashram hours.

Dr. Ansari is amazed at the success that has hitherto attended my
diet experiment. He is indifferent about the weight, if | do not
decrease.
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Devdas has borne the grief* wonderfully. Ba and Kanti are still
here. Probably they accompany me tomorrow.
Love.
BAPU
PS.
Y es, you have to hurry up with corrections of the autobiography.
Andrewsisnow in New York and so is Gregg.
BAPU
From the original : C.W. 5344. Courtesy : Mirabehn; also G.N. 9399 and 9400

90. LETTER TO KUSUM DE3AI

February 18, 1929

CHI. KUSUM,
| have your letter. When | am there you may read al my
incoming and outgoing letters; but it is alittle ticklish doing so when |
am away. | do not, however, mean to rebuke you. | have merely
indicated what propriety requires when you and Gangabehn® are not
on good terms. | wish that you should not do anything that would
lead to a misunderstanding. A delicate sense of ahimsa and a
charitable disposition are needed to know what actions may have such
aresult. Unfortunately Gangabehn is easily hurt by you and you by
her. Do not take this as a rebuke but only as an experienced man’s
advice. | know that you are progressing to the best of your ability.
That makes me happy. But | wish to see the speed of the progress

increased.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1778

! Over the death of Rasik; vide “A Boy of much Promise”, February 21, 1929.
2 Gangabehn Vaidya
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91. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
Slence Day [February 18, 1929]*

CHI. PRABHAVATI,

| have your letters. Y esterday there was a telegram saying you

need not go back home. So you can stay on with a light heart. Thereis
nothing more to write since we shall be meeting on Wednesday.

Blessings from

BAapPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 3333

92. SND IMPRESS ONS

Asitis, everything in India attracts me. It has everything that a
human being with the highest possible aspirations can want. But when
| first visited Sind in 1916, it attracted me in a special way and a bond
was established between the Sindhis and me that has proved capable of
bearing severe strains. | have been able to deliver to the Sindhis bitter
truths without being misunderstood. | did not mince matters anywhere
during the last extensive but hurried tour in Sind. The audiences took
my remarks in good part and where it was possible, they gave
immediate effect to my advice. The warning to the Karachi students
against presenting addresses in English and filling them with empty
(empty because of lack of action behind it) praise had instantaneous
effect. The numerous other addresses that followed were much more
subdued and were read in easy, smple and graceful Sindhi or in
equally easy and graceful Hindi instead of being in high-flown and
bombastic English which 90 per cent of the audience could never
follow. Perfection was aimost reached at the students' meeting in
Hyderabad. The address was first composed in Sindhi and a good
translation in Hindi was supplied to me. | must deal with this separately
next week.? The only defect was that although it purported to come
from the students they knew nothing of the contents. There is too

! From the reference to the anticipated meeting on Wednesday; Monday was
February 18.
2\fide “Be True”, March 14, 1929.

88 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



much of laxity observable among us about such simple matters. Surely
addresses presented on behalf of institutions must be duly approved
by them before they are presented.

LALAJ MEMORIAL

The response to the Lalgi Memorial appeal was up to my
expectations and even beyond those of the ever sanguine and ever
successful national beggar Manilal Kothari. It amounts to over Rs.
70,000, much more than Sind’s quota calculated according to any of
the methods mentioned by me in these pages. If the other provinces
do half aswell as Sind, the amount mentioned in the Memorial appeal
will be more than covered. And this can be easily done, if those who
cherish Lalgji’s memory will bestir themselves to make the collections.
Our people have not yet acquired the habit of doing their duty without
persistent reminders even as we need the loud call of the temple bell to
remind us that there is God watching over us and summoning us to
prayer.

KHADI

Asin Travancore so in Sind there is unlimited scope for khadi
propaganda for the simple reason that the women of Sind, young and
old, do not go in for coloured saris with picturesque borders. They
wear white scarfs without borders. If men of Sind will but do alittle
national propaganda among the womenfolk, they should have no
difficulty in inducing them to take to khadi. But the painful fact is that
with a few honourable exceptions they are not interested in khadi.
They will not part with their foreign clothing. The terrible poverty of
the people which they do not see fails to move them. Hence Sind is
perhaps one of the most backward provinces in point of khadi.

Of production there is next to nothing. Acharya Kripalani
who now better deserves the title of khadi hawker than of Acharyais
emphatically of opinion that there is great scope for khadi production
in Sind as he thinks that in spite of the prosperous appearance of the
Amils and the Bhaibandhs there is much poverty in Sind. He quotes in
proof of his statement that the pieis still current coinin Sind. | can
bear testimony to the fact that apart from Orissa, | have never found so
many piesin my collections asin Sind. In one collection of about ten
rupees from among over a hundred men, forty pies were counted. This
phenomenon cannot be explained away by saying that the people were
stingy or unwilling to give. Stinginess | have never experienced in
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Sind. A people who gave over Rs. 70,000 in twelve days could not be
considered unwilling. And the fact that they had pies to give shows
that a pie can fetch something in the Sind villages not even far away
from the railway. In one place | found even cowries among the
collections. Upon inquiry | found that a pice was equal to five cowries.
At the same time, | am free to confess that this khadi hawker’s
evidence must be taken with a certain amount of reserve because of the
fact that for years together he has lived in self-imposed exile. But this
is certain that no serious, sustained, methodical effort backed by expert
knowledge has been made to test the capacity of Sind for khadi
production. Add to this the fact that Sind is a cotton-producing tract
and has compulsory primary education as in Hyderabad. If there was
khadi atmosphere, sacrificial khadi could always be produced through
the numerous schools of Sind. A methodical daily manufacture of
yarn under proper inspection in the schoolsif not even in the colleges
should yield good and durable cheap khadi in large quantities. But
want of faith isthe father of an innumerable brood of doubts.

CONGRESSPOSITION

The courageous chairman of the Kotri Congress Committee told
me at its public meeting that he had only twenty members on the
Congress register and that if the Khadi franchise was to be faithfully
and honestly worked, there would be probably only two members on
the Congress register. My answer was simple. The chairman was bound
to work the franchise honestly and report the result to the Working
Committee and, if he had faith in khadi, he should not hesitate to stand
alone.

The position of the Congress is no better in the other parts of
Sind. Everywhere the Congress is functioning only in name. To
paraphrase immortal Tulsidas, the nameis greater than its bearer. The
Congress instead of permeating every walk of life and every section
of society is known only in time of some political excitement. Asa
whole it can show no steady progress, no constructive activity in this
province of sandy desert. Probably the condition is no better in the
other provinces. In my opinion therefore the greatest problem before
the Congress politician is to restore the Congress to the position of
dominance it had attained in 1921. | have no hesitation in saying
that if it cannot do so without sacrificing the khadi franchise, the latter
should be unhesitatingly sacrificed. Camouflage, dishonesty and
inanity should be removed at any cost. My own opinion is that the
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organizers and |leaders have themselves not much faith in khadi. But
my opinion has no value in face of the fact, if it is the fact, that
thekhadi franchise has not worked. However whilst | am giving my
opinion in this matter, | may as well give my further opinion that even
if the khadi franchise is removed we are not going to have people
clamouring to find their names on the Congress roll.

CONGRESS SQUABBLES

For the cause of the decline lies so far as Sind is concerned in
Congress squabbles. | had little expected to be called upon to help to
remove them. As it so happened Sjt. Manilal Kothari was deputed by
the Working Committee to supervise elections, etc. He timed this work
with that of helping the Memorial collections. | was therefore naturally
drawn into the net. At every place visited an hour was set apart for a
quiet chat with workers. The burden of their talk almost everywhere
was, ‘Our work suffers owing to our squabbles; do please settle these
before you leave Sind.” The quarrel was over what appeared to me a
trifle, division of power. And yet the painful fact is that thereis no
power to divide, there is no purse, no patronage to share. In all perhaps
there are hardly 400 members on the Sind Congress register. There
are 45 members of the Provincial Committee. Its Working Committee
has 15, far too many in my opinion. If the central body manages with
15 the provincial body should manage with 5. But we have not yet
become business-like enough to save all available energy, money and
time.

There are two Congress parties in Sind. These function largely
for the purpose of owning the executive. Every one of the workers
told me that the provincial organization, once homogeneous, was split
when the unfortunate Council-entry became a live issue. The question
of the separation of Sind later intensified the division. Swami
Govindanand represents one party and Jairamdas the other. Swami
Govindanand has been chairman for the past 3 years, or more (I forget
the number of years). Jairamdas's party has averred many
irregularities. Into these | did not go. But at Mirpurkhas where | had a
final chat with the workers representing both the groups, | tried to
bring the two together. And after surveying the situation, | suggested a
compromise which, | confess, was a patchwork, a trial solution. | could
observe that the Govindanand group was keen on the Swami
remaining President. The Swami himself seemed to me to be insistent
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on retaining the reins of government in his hands. So far as |
could see, Jairamdas had no such desire, though he and his party
were desirous of having another who they thought was neutral. | saw
that this could not be brought about without forcing a conteste
delection. A chairman to command respect should, in my opinion, be
elected by unanimity or at any rate by an overwhelming mgjority. The
parties appeared to me to be evenly balanced. | was not prepared
therefore to advise an election by the party vote. And if Jairamdas and
his principal supporters were not eager or even willing to hold the
reins, | thought that they should give proof of their unwillingness by
letting the Swami’s election go uncontested. The election of the
executive was then simple. | suggested the central body’s convention
for adoption, viz., election of those nominated by the chair. Every
president should be able and be allowed to choose his own executive. |
therefore put the pen in the Swami’s hand. He selected five from the
Jairamdas group, thus having ten of his own group over five of the
rival. | suggested too that he should select the names for the A.1.C.C.,
thus avoiding all contest over election of office-bearers. | hope that
these elections will be held without delay and without friction.

| know that the arrangement has not pleased the Jairamdas
group. They would have preferred to act on my original advice to
them, viz., to retire altogether from the provincial body and work in
those districts where they had a clear, undisputed majority. | asked the
Swami which he would prefer, and he said he would like the Jairamdas
group to be represented on his executive. | therefore pressed the
advice upon the Jairamdas group that it would be greater self-
effacement on their part to let their names appear on the executive and
to become passive co-operators and let the Swami work out the
Congress programme during this year of trial for the nation. | have
advised them not to appear at the executive meetings except when the
Swami requires their presence and to resign if they find that things are
being done or policies followed to which they would not conscien-
tiously lend their names.

Now a word to Swami Govindanand. His sacrifice is
unquestioned. His courage is beyond doubt. But | think that he will
increase his power for service, if he steps out of office and insists on
someone el se occupying the chair.
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‘SERVANTSOF SIND’

There was much talk though confined to a few to the effect
that the money for the Lalaji Memorial should not all be sent out of
Sind. | explained that the signatories to the appeal had already defined
the purpose to which the funds would be devoted and that | had no
power to alter the purpose. But | pointed out that much of the money
could be used for Sind if some eligible Sindhis offered to joinLalgji’s
Society which was an all-India organization or if they could submit a
good scheme for suppressed classes work. | have assured them that
neither the trustees nor Lalaji’s Society would neglect the claims of
Sind that had given the magnificent response it had to the Lalgi
Memorial. Indeed | may inform the Sind public that negotiations are
already on foot to bring some Sind workers within the fold of Lalgji’s
Society. But whilst this discussion was going on Swami Govindanand
brought forward the suggestion that there should be a provincia
organization, analogous to Lalaji’s Society. The idea appealed to me
forcibly. Thereis nothing to prevent anybody having a following
from founding such a society. The question of maintenance need
cause no worry. A labourer isworthy of his hire. A volunteer working
in any national organization works or ought to work always for less
than his market price. He need therefore never excite jealousy or
suffer privation so long as he gives a good account of himself to the
nation. But as Dr. Choithram is the oldest national worker | have
known in Sind and as he has dispossessed himself of everything he
ever had, | approached him about the Swami’s suggestion and he told
me they had already some such thing. | have therefore asked him and
Jairamdas to draw up a proper scheme, publish it and invite candidates.
Though they have resources and influence, and have always had
response to their appeals for funds, they are not without misgivings as
to the support they might expect for the project. | have urged them as
| urge everybody to dismiss such vain fears and to have confidence in
themselves and the cause they espouse. | have never known a good
cause backed by good men ever to have died for want of funds. Only
we often mistake a bad cause for good and bad men for good and
then complain that the cause fails for want of funds.

Young India, 21-2-1929
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93. ABOY OF MUCH PROMISE

| tender my humble thanks to those who have sent me telegrams
and letters of condolence on hearing the news of the death of a
grandson of mine. Rasik was only seventeen years old and was from
his infancy being trained to become a national servant. He was clever,
pushful and ambitious. He was an expert carder and had gone to Delhi
to help my son Devdas who is teaching spinning and Hindi at the
Jamia Millia. Hehad grown considerably in wisdom during the past
few months. Only a few days before he lay on his death-bed he wrote
to me to show how devoted he had become to the Ramayana and the
Gita. He had developed a fine sense of responsibility. With the views |
hold on death Rasik’ s death has caused me no grief, or such grief as |
have felt is purely based on selfish considerations. | had built high
hopes on getting much national service from Rasik with his body
which is now no more. But for him, he has gone because he had
outgrown the use of his existing body. And he has gone the blessed
way which every one of us must tread. His death therefore only brings
me closer to God, makes me realize my responsibility more fully than
before. The thought that he died at his post fills me with joy. His death
has enabled me to come closer to the Mussalman world. Rask’s
Mussalman comrades, | hear from Devdas, were ever kind to him. Dr.
Ansari gave him the attention not merely of afirst-class physician but
bestowed upon him afather’s loving care. The principal and staff of
the Jamia were never failing in their attention. My respectful thanks
are due to them all, to Dr. Sharma of the Tibbia College, to the
devoted nurses under whose charge the patient had been placed and to
the numerous Hindu friends who helped Devdas in the task of nursing
Rasik. But for the loving and unsolicited aid given by his Hindu and
Mussalman friends Devdas might easily have been broken by the
strain of nursing his patient and ward whom he loved so dearly during
the prolonged unconsciousness that had overtaken Rasik. His was a
death not to mourn but to envy.

Young India, 21-2-1929

94. CHARKHA SONG

Rev. Donald Miller of Purulia Leper Asylum sends me a cutting
from the Watch Tower containing Rev. F. W. Ross's description of a
Bengali woman leper, an inmate of the Raniganj Leper Asylum. | take
the following abstract' from Mr. Ross' s interesting account including

! Only extracts are reproduced here.
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Saro’ s charkha song:

Saro is one of our ‘characters’, a person really worth knowing. When any
distinguished visitor comes to our Leper Home the occasion is not complete
unless Saro bestows a blessing. . . . “May you be happy, may you increase in
wealth and children, may you live as many years as you havehairs on your
head, and may your body be as strong as iron.” This formula she never varies,
so it is perhaps fortunate that no entirely bald person has yet presented himself

to be blessed. . . . It was when weaving was being introduced that Saro really
blossomed forth. . . . "Did she know how to use a charkha?" . . . Then to our
amusement as well as amazement she broke forth into an old song of her
youth. . . .

Charkhais my husband, son and grandson;
By the favour of charkha we can now keep elephants:
Hum-m-m, hum-m-m goes the charkha.

Similarity between this folk song and the similar songs | have
from Guijarat and other parts of Indiais striking and remarkable.
Young India, 21-2-1929

95. MY IMPENDING VIS T TO BURMA

It wasin 1915 that | last visited Burma, that is, Rangoon only.
Since then though | have had many a call | have not had the time to
visit that great province. | am now looking forward to visiting it early
next month. I am going there principally in the interest of khadi and
the Gujarat Vidyapith which has always had munificent support from
the Gujarati colony in Burma. | hope also to receive donations for the
Lajpat Rai Memorial. And the forthcoming visit gives me added joy in
that it will enable me to meet my life-long friend and companion Dr.
P.J. Mehta. | hope too to renew the acquaintance of Burmese friends
from whom | have already received invitations. But let all the friends
know that | have limited time at my disposal. | must return to Gujarat
during the last week of March to enable me to attend the Kathiawar
Political Conference which meets at Morbi at the end of March under
the presidentship of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Moreover let the friends
know that | do not possess now a body that used at one time to stand
an infinite amount of wear and tear. Add to this the fact that | must
attend to the editing of two weeklies and the daily correspondence.
The Reception Committee will therefore kindly give me an unbroken
period of six hours to attend to the ablutions, food, rest and the
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editorial and the other writing work. And as | must rise at 4 a.m., the
Reception Committee will kindly see to it that no appointments are
made after 8 p.m. so as to enable me to retire to bed by 9 p.m.

Young India, 21-2-1929

96. WILL THISPOOR COW BE SAVED?

Shri Kashinath Trivedi livesin the Ashram and helps in running
the Hindi Navajivan. He has in Ujjain a sister aged thirteen years. He
does not want that she should be married off at such a young age. But
Shri Kashinath says that his father has arranged her marriage with a
widower of thirty, who lost his wife in January last. He is a doctor
employed in a State in Centrad India. Kashinathji’'s father is very
orthodox in following socia tradition and having failed to find a
suitable groom for his daughter he has been obliged to agree to
having the poor girl married to a widower. The ceremony is fixed for
March 11, 1929. Kashinathji has opposed this alliance in the clearest
terms and has written to his father saying that his conscience prevents
him from attending the wedding to obedience to his father’s wishes.
But | have told Kashinathji that mere writing will not do; so he wants to
go in person and try to have this sinful affair stopped. It is my prayer
to the girl’ s father that he turn away from hisintention. But if he does
not do so, if he obdurately sticksto it, | hope al the responsible,
thinking men of Central Indiawill help Shri Kashinath in his sacred
undertaking and stop the marriage.

One word to the widower doctor who has ventured upon this
misadventure. | hope the doctor will realize his duty and purge his
mind of the evil thought of marrying this girl, innocent as the cow. It
will not be amiss here to remind the doctor that decency and duty
demand that he should restrain his animal passions for at any rate one
year after the death of his wife.

[From Hindi]
Hindi Navajivan, 21-2-1929
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97. LETTERTOD.

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM SABARMATI,
February 21, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

| have your two letters. Before | received your letter in Delhi, |
had already had atalk with Pandit Malaviygji. | gave him the contents
of my letter and he told me that | was quite right in telling you that he,
Maaviygji, could never keep you out because of your bodily
infirmity. In any case, he gave you a very good certificate and he said
that if | could take you up, he would be delighted as he might find it
difficult to accommodate you at once. He recognized that you
deserved immediate help. Sjt. Ghanshyamdas Birla happened to be
present at the time of the conversation. He felt interested in it and in
you and straightway offered to take you up in his college or high
school, | forget which, at Pilani. He needs a good professor there. And
there should be no difficulty in your getting there the salary you want.
If you will accept that post, please write to Sjt. Ghanshyamdas Birla,
and go there by appointment. His address is. Birla Brothers,
Subzimandi, Delhi.

Please keep me informed as to what you are doing. | am
forwarding to Sjt. Ghanshyamdas Birla a copy of this letter as also
your second letter. | leave Sabarmati for Burma on the 1st of March,
before which | should like to see you fixed up.

Yours sincerely,

From amicrofilm: S.N. 13298

98. LETTER TO SATISCHANDRA DAS GUPTA

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 21, 1929

DEAR SATISBABU,

| have your letters. The report about your health and
Hemprabha Devi’sis bad. | do not like the idea of always harbouring
the thought of never taking without giving. Once the attitude of
selfishness is destroyed there is never any taking without giving but it
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is all an unconscious performance. If | always have to prove to myself
that as against one tola of rice taken by me from you | have given you
2 tolas of dal, | am giving nothing and | am merely taking from you.
Because the consciousness that | have given you more than you have
given me destroys the value of my gift. Why should it not be a
privilege to Hemprabha Devi to be a the Abhoy Ashram and
apparently be receiving all service without giving anything in return?
Is that how you act towards each other in every little thing weighing
exactly to find out whether the balance is preserved? And if you are
not, why calculate when it is not husband and wife, but two different
organizations in which there is even alittle coolness? | wonder if |
have made my meaning clear. Of course this argument is based on the
assumption that the Abhoy Ashram is ready and willing to harbour
Hemprabha Devi.

| am glad about your dietetic experiments. The changes made
are good. And now that you are on the track, you are better able to
find out than | can the exact qualities of different oils. So far, in my
estimation, linseed oil holds the field. But what it is that makes it free
fromirritation | do not know. And then, if your oil experiment isto be
scientific, you must press your own oil, for you never get pure oilsin
the bazaar. And some how or other oils don’t keep nice for along
time.

Y ou must carefully study the contribution in Young India on
"Fasting Cure".' The writer is a learned man and seems to be a very
methodical man. More even than change of climate, | regard fasting as
a good cure for Hemprabha Devi and Tarini at any rate. | am not quite
sure about you. But it should be judiciously taken. That can be taken
only when the superstition that something must be taken inside to keep
up the strength is given up. And | would add to the fasting sun-baths,
which have got to be taken absolutely naked. Therefore there must be
an enclosure. And whilst the fasting cure is taken, bowels must be
regulated by the enema. It is remarkable how hard faeces are
sometimes received in the discharge of enema water even after three
weeks' fasting, as happened in my own case.

' For Gandhiji's comments on this, vide “A Marvellous fasting Cure’,
February 28, 1929.
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| do not know what lead | can give you about khadi beyond
what | have written in Young India. The scheme* | drew up has been
accepted. | would simply suggest workers, wherever they are found,
carrying out the scheme, or as much of it asis possible, in their own
persons.

Purging the Congress is not an easy process, but let us hope that
it will come. It will have to come if—the foregoing was dictated in
Delhi on Tuesday?. But every one of us was so busy that even the
unfinished letter could not be typed or fairly written in order that it
could go to you. | was interrupted when | was dictating the letter
because the members of the Working Committee came in. Now to
resume the connection—we are to get swargj through Truth and
Ahimsa. With out self-purification, we shall never secure purification
of the Government. | can only therefore tell that in my own way, and
in the manner | know, | am trying to perform that double purification
of my own and that of the Congress. And you may almost take it that
the two will go side by side. Imperfections of the Congress are a
resultant of the imperfections of each one of us, and as | am the
primary mover in this matter, my limitations must count the most
against the progress of the Congress in the direction of purification.
My only satisfaction is that | am not conscious of leaving a single
stone unturned in order to remove my limitations.

I have your telegram regarding the instructions about enforcing
the khadi rule. No instructions need be issued just now. | hope to write
about thisthing in Young India. For the present then you must look to
the pages of Young India about all these matters. Many things might
be done through suggestionsin Young India rather than through the
resolution of the working Committee.

Thisis my programme. | leave here on the 1st of March, on the
2nd for certain. | then reach Calcutta either on the 3rd or 4th
morning. There might be some alternation about the timings
according to the train that | take. My inclination is to come via Delhi,
by doing which | save Rs. 8 per passenger and save a little time also. |
shall look up the time-table. | leave Calcutta on the morning of
Tuesday the 5th March for Rangoon. | return from Rangoon during
the last week of March, so timing myself as to reach Sabarmati at the
latest on the 27th March.

Vide “ Scheme for Boycott of Foreign Cloth through Khadi”, January 24,
1929.
2 February 19, 1929.
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The award about Ram Binod is causing me the greatest anxiety.
Rajendra Babu is deeply hurt.* And he and his co-workers consider it
as a reflection upon themselves. He has tendered for himself and his
companions resignation. | have pooh-poohed the idea, consoled
Rajendra Babu and told him that after all |1 was to be the final authority
in this matter and that therefore | should gladly go through every
particle of evidence and consider your award in the light of the
evidence and then deliver my own. | shall let you know the further
developments. Y ou need not worry about this at this stage. | shall seek
your assistance when | need it. | hope to be able to tide over the
difficulty. But it means an extraload of work at the time when | am
heavily laden. But that is inevitable.

Another thing | wanted to write to you about before | went to
Sind and forgot. That was in connection with the letter from Niranjan
Babu regarding the security resolution of the A.I.S.A. Council. The
resolution is not as inelastic as Niranjan Babu imagines. It is
sufficiently elastic and subject to that elasticity, | think it is necessary.
As our organization grows, security will have to be demanded. And no
one may refuse to give security on the score of his being a patriot or a
national servant. Security will be and should be waived in the case of
those who are beyond suspicion and are of proved integrity but cannot
find security. Do you not agree with this proposition?
Yours sincerely,
Baru

From a photostat: G.N. 1603

' Ram Binod Sinha, a khadi worker of Bihar, was given aloan of Rs. 25,000
for furtherance of his projects. Later he was charged with considering the institution
he had built up with public fundsas his own proprietary concern. Satis Chandra Das
Gupta, who was deputed by Gandhiji to investigate, declared that the affairs of the
Bihar branch of the Charkha Sangh were mismanaged. Dr. Rgjendra Prasad who was
in charge of it protested against this and requested Gandhiji to look into the
accounts himself. After some time Gandhiji placed the matter in the hands of
Narandas Gandhi who approved the accounts submitted by the Bihar Charkha Sangh.
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99. LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 21, 1929

MY DEAR JAIRAMDAS,

This letter you had least expected from me, but thereit is. | have
taken charge of the Committee for Boycott of Foreign Cloth. | must
have a whole-time secretary if that thing isto work. And | can think of
nobody so suitable like you. Unless therefore you think that the
country’s interest demands your presence in the Council, | would like
you to resign at once and do the secretarial work. Y ou may ask to be
relieved at the end of this year. Though of course | would like you to
remain on so long as | require you. Nine months’ absence from the
Council ought not to matter much and may possibly be good for you
even from Council standpoint. | do not want to or need to argue with
you. Nor have [I] the leisure for it. Read all the pressure into this letter
that you can, but after having done so, let you[rs] be the unfettered
decision. | shall accept it without complaint even though it may be
adverse. If you are at all inclined to entertain my proposal favourably,
please come to Sabarmati, if possible, in reply to thisletter. | must
leave for Burma on the 1st March—at the latest 2nd—and | shan’t be
passing through Bombay.

Malkani joined me yesterday at Marwar Junction.

| expect awire from you.

Yours sincerely,
SJT. JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM
BomBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 15349
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100. LETTER TO BEHRAMJI KHAMBHATTA

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 23, 1929
BHAISHRI KHAMBHATTA,

| have your letter. On March 9, | shall be in Burma, April 5
seems feasible. When, at the earliest, do you have to be informed of the
decision? On March 1, | shall leave Ahmedabad for Delhi en route to
Calcutta and leave for Burma from there.

Vandemataram from
MOHANDAS
SHRI BEHRAMJ KHAMBHATTA
275 HORNBY ROAD
FORT, BOMBAY

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6591

101. LETTER TO BECHAR PARMAR

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 23, 1929

BHAISHRI BECHAR,

| have your letter. Asfor the Antyaja teacher you mention, if he
puts off marriage and is a man of character, he can be taken in the
Vidyapith and a scholarship too may be given to him. If he is
agreeable, an application stating all the facts may be forwarded to
Kakasaheb along with your covering letter.
VANDEMATARAM FROM
MOHANDAS

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5577
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102. LETTER TO MADHAVJI V. THAKKAR

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 23, 1929

BHAISHRI MADHAVJI,

| got your letter. Do not eat bananas. There is no harm in eating
afew apples after boiling them without peeling and then removing the
skin, seeds, etc. Pineapple may also be eaten, if it is sweet. The number
of fasts should be limited by your capacity to go without food. | do
not understand why you cannot have a sun-bath in Calcutta. Even
when a sun-bath is not possible you can, and should, take Kuhne bath
in the tub. | do believe that it would be better if you can continue to
wear a kachchha.

Vandemataram from
MOHANDAS
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6762

103. OUR HELPLESSNESS'
Sjit. Jethalal Govindji writes from Bijolia (Rajputana):

It may not be possible for me to leave this place for another six months.

Even so about 6,000 people at the least are today spinning their own yarn.

Most of them weave their own cloth. But the question of dyeing is a great

stumbling-block. Red, yellow and pink colours are a great necessity. Today we

have to depend on foreign dyes. If this dependence continues, the exploiting

spirit of the middlemen is likely to betray us and drive people to the bazaar to

purchase their coloured cloth. To consolidate the khadi work already done, it

will be necessary to teach people the use of indigenous dyes. Some way out of

the difficulty must be found and suggestions in this behalf may be invited from

thereaders of Young India and Navajivan. Unless this is done there can be no
ending of our present helpless state.

| see no reason why it should not be possible to place home-

made dyes within the easy reach of all and | hope that those who know

this art will co-operate towards this end. But | cannot help uttering a

warning to khadi lovers like Sjt. Jethalal. He has set before him an

' The Gujarati original of this appeared in Navajivan, 24-2-1929. The
translation is by Pyarelal.
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ambitious ideal that did not obtain in our country probably at any
time even in the past. The cultivator had always to depend for certain
necessaries of life on the middleman and it seems to me that thisisjust
as it should be. Interdependence is and ought to be as much the ideal
of man as self-sufficiency. Man is a socia being. Without inter-
relation with society he cannot realize his oneness with the universe or
suppress his egotism. His social interdependence enables him to test
his faith and to prove himself on the touchstone of reality. If man were
so placed or could so place himself as to be absolutely above all
dependence on his fellow-beings he would become so proud and
arrogant as to be a veritable burden and nuisance to the world.
Dependence on society teaches him the lesson of humility. That a man
ought to be able to satisfy most of his essential needs himself is
obvious; but it is no less obvious to me that when self-sufficiency is
carried to the length of isolating one-self from society it almost
amounts to sin. A man cannot become self-sufficient even in respectof
all the various operations from the growing of cotton to the spinning
of the yarn. He has at some stage or other to take the aid of the
members of his family. And if one may take help from one’s own
family why not from one’s neighbours? Or otherwise what is the
significance of the great saying, ‘ The world is my family’?

Deep at the root of Sjt. Jethalal’s distress | find a lurking distrust
of the dye-sellers. Why should it be taken for granted that the
middlemen are bound to betray us? The khadi movement stands for
an all-round purification. It requires us to establish contact with every
sphere of social life and to exercise a purifying influence. We do not
want to take away from the middleman his occupation, but only to
give anew orientation to it and to change his mental outlook. We must
have an abiding faith in the middleman, and in their developing one
day a high sense of business morality and a burning patriotism. Even
today instances of such ideal businessmen are not lacking. Fanatical
excess is athing always to be shunned. The ‘middle path’ is the royal
road. Self-dependence is a necessary ideal so long as and to the extent
that it isan aid to one’s self-respect and spiritual discipline. It becomes
an obsession and a hindrance when it is pushed beyond that limit. On
the other hand interdependence when it is not inconsistent with one’s
self-respect is necessary to bring home to man the lesson of humility
and the omnipotence of God. One must strike a golden mean between
these two extremes. A fanaticism that refuses to discriminate is the
negation of all ideal.

Young India, 21-3-1929
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104. WHAT DID | DO IN DELHI?

From Sind | went to Delhi. | stayed there for three days. | met
His Excellency the Viceroy aso. Naturaly therefore people are
anxious to know what happened there. However, if people were truly
self-reliant, they would have no such curiosity. What if | met the
Viceroy? But as a nation, we have been unable to cultivate such
indifference. We are still awed by the grandeur of British rule. Aslong
as thisis so, we shall continue to be inquisitive about the Viceroy’s
activities, his utterances, and what persons who have met him have seen
and heard. So | should satisfy this curiosity in some measure.

When | went to Delhi, | did not have the dlightest inkling of
Vithalbhai’s scheme. Motilalji invited me to Delhi in connection with
the boycott of foreign cloth and the meeting of the Congress Working
Committee was postponed. Putting up with the inconvenience, | wired
to Motilalji that | would be in Delhi from the 17th to the 19th. On
reaching Delhi | came to know of Vithalbhai’s scheme.

Since entering the Legidative Assembly Shri Vithalbhai has
rendered the most efficient service to the nation that any Indian is
capable of rendering. By his bold conduct he has brought credit to his
office and to his country. He does not let go a single opportunity to
display his independence, his fearlessness and his patriotism and in
spite of this he maintains the impartiality and self-restraint befitting his
position. He believes that even if he could do nothing else it would be
enough if he could bring together the leaders holding different views
and it would be even better if he could bring them in touch with the
Viceroy. So he took advantage of my visit to Delhi and invited His
Excellency the Viceroy and some leadersto tea. As his guest, my
presence there was natural. The Brahmin’s duty is to perform the
marriage ceremony, not to run the household. Similarly, Vithal bhai
brought together leaders holding divergent views, but except for
drinking tea and indulging in casual chit-chat what can such a
gathering do? Vithalbhai had desired a great deal. He made attempts
to broach the subject through jokes and broad hints. But these
attempts have their limits. So One may say that we did not discuss the
subject which | believe he wanted us to discuss. In other words, the tea-
party brought incompatibles together or, to use an English expression,
the ice was broken; in the language of the Rajputs, they drank
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casumbo*. Or to use plain speech, they got rid of mutual fear. The
reader must realize that nothing more happened. If he is sensible, he
will know that anyone who says something else has happened is naive.
In fact it could not have been otherwise. Our salvation liesin our own
hands. A fruitful meeting can only take place when we have gathered
strength and become conscious of it. Today we lack self-confidence.
We have achieved nothing. And so long as we do not accomplish
something which would give us self-confidence, all the meetings we
may arrange will not bring about the desired result. We must not hope
forit. So my summing up of the Delhi meeting isthat people
should forget it and get on to doing some work or other for swarg.
Considering the matter thus, | wish the readers would ask not what
happenedat the party but rather what happened in the Working
Committee. They should not rest content with the report appearing in
newspapers. Hence | shall come to the point. The main discussion in
the Working Committee was about the boycott of foreign cloth. It was
in that connection that | was invited to Delhi. | placed before the
Committee my experience of Kotri which | have related in an article
on Sind.? | suggested that, if the members of the Working Committee
agreed, the clause about khadi should be deleted and that we should
take the risk of doing so before the Congress session. No one was
prepared to take that risk. All felt that the question of doing away with
khadi could never be raised when there was a tak of boycotting
foreign cloth. Everyone also felt that the boycott of foreign cloth was
the best weapon we had at present. The scheme which | have already
published was endorsed unanimously. A specia committee was
appointed for the purpose. And it was authorized to nominate the rest
of the members. | was appointed Chairman of the committee and |
accepted it with humility.® But | must confess that | do not have the
strength or the self-confidence to bring credit to that office. That |
lack self-confidence does not mean that | have softened on boycott.
But | have no idea what support we can get from people in this respect.
All the same | prayerfully agreed to shoulder the responsibility of the
office which | could not have very well refused. | hope that the
Gujaratis will lighten my burden by sharing this responsibility with me
and in this everyone—men and women, young and old—will be able

' An opium preparation drunk at social or formal get-together
*Vide “Sind Impressions”, February 21, 1929.
*Vide “Letter to Jairamdas Doulatram”, February 21, 1929.
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to take part. Those who possess articles of foreign cloth should
voluntarily discard them and if they wish to go a step further, they
should send these to me or to the Provincial Congress Committee. If
the sender does not give any instructions, the clothes will be burnt.
Those who do not send the clothes should themselves burn them. They
should give up the use of such clothes for good and use khaddar
instead. If the people whole-heartedly accept this boycott there will
certainly by some scarcity of cloth, but to avoid this we must be
economical in our use of cloth and use only the minimum amount of
khadi that we need. If people do so, there will be sufficient khadi to
meet everyone's requirements and we can prove the efficacy or
boycott of foreign cloth without any difficulty. People shouldbegin
with themselves, and then approach their neighbours, friends and
relatives who use foreign cloth. If people take upon themselves the
responsibility, the task of boycotting foreign cloth will be relatively
easy. So much for the boycott of foreign cloth. Another important
resolution was one sponsored by Bharat Bhusan Malaviyaji. It was to
the effect that processions should be taken out everywhere on the 10th
of March and resolutions should be passed about the Nehru Report.
The idea behind the resolution is that unless the Nehru Report is
accepted, people will not be satisfied. The 10th of March is a Sunday.
On the following Sunday people should propagate khadi by selling it
from door to door and holding exhibitions. The Sunday after that
should be spent mainly in prohibition work. And the Sunday
following, in lathi display and other such ancient sports. In this way
these three types of constructive work should be undertaken on three
consecutive Sundays. The resolution of 10th March is not to be
repeated every month. No one should interpret this resolution to mean
that since all Sundays of a month are devoted to khadi, prohibition
and sports, nothing has to be done on week days. As | have said above,
the day-to-day programme of khadi has been framed by the Working
Committee. For the remaining two activities and for the ones designed
to develop strength in people, different organizations should frame
their own programmes. The object of Malaviyaji’s resolution is to
extract from people work connected with these three things on three
different Sundays of every month.

Other resolutions were also passed in the Working Committee.
But | cannot cite them in answer to the question posed in the title. But
the work in Delhi does not end with the two important resolutions
already mentioned. | do not attach less important to the discussions |
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had with Mr. Jinnah and others on the Hindu-Muslim question. |
cannot of course point to any immediate result of these discussions.
However, it is my firm belief that such efforts can never bein vain.
This was the reason behind Motilalji’s calling me to Delhi. It is
necessary toinform the readers that these efforts were limited in
scope. They were within the framework of the Nehru Report. We
discussed fully how to meet with the complaints of Muslims with
regard to the Nehru Report. We came to the conclusions that although
changes may be made in it, with the approval of the people when the
time comes, for the present and for this year this Report should,
from the people’s point of view, be considered a final and definite
demand and wherever it is accepted it should be done unconditionally.
Then alone can the consolidationof the people’s strength be achieved
through the Report. It can never be achieved through something
regarding which no determined public opinion has been created. The
rule applies to al types of struggles. But it is indispensable for
satyagraha, that is, non-co-operation. Satyagraha strengthens and is
possible only over an issue on which a definite opinion has been
formed. How can we insist on truth regarding something which can be
varied at will? For anything which is variable a potent weapon like
satyagraha which is constant for all time cannot be used. That isits
beauty and also its limitation.

[From Guijarati]
Navajivan, 24-2-1929

105. SUNSET AT MORNING

There have been letters and telegrams of condolence on the
death of my grandson Rasik. Instead of replying individually | have
thought it proper to express my gratitude to al of them through
Young India and Navajivan. Those who have sent messages will
forgive me for not being able to reply to them individually.

It was not my intention to notice this death, but as the news
appeared in the newspapers and people have written to me, it seems
proper for me to take some note of it.

As for me, the death of friends and relatives does not hurt as
much as it used to. All religious forbid fear of death or grief over
death. Yet we are afraid of death and grieve over the death of a dear
one. And if someone dies in the prime of youth, there is greater grief.
Truly speaking, death is God’s eternal blessing. The body which is
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used up falls and the bird within flies away. So long as the bird does
not die, the question of grief does not arise.

When despite this there is grief on the death of arelative, it only
shows our selfishness and delusion. For the past many years, | have
been trying to rid myself of this delusion. Hence the shock on hearing
news of Rasik’s death was not severe. What shock there was, was due to
selfishness.

Rasik was seventeen years of age. He had been under my care
from childhood and, like other boys, he was being given training in
national service. He was an active, clever and bright boy. He was sturdy
and brave. He was aways first in taking up work that called for
courage. During the past one year his boisterousness was turning into
strength. He was a student of the Gita. He was an expert carder and
spinner. Once or twice he took to spinning continuously for twenty-
four hours—and did it successfully.

My youngest son Devdas is working at the Jamia Milliain Delhi.
He teaches spinning and Hindi to the students there. About four
months back, he had asked for the services of Rask and another
grandson of mine, Navin, to teach carpentry and weaving. Both Rasik
and Navin had gone to Delhi and were doing good work there. Earlier,
because of his keen desire to serve, Rasik had gone to Bardoli. He
became popular wherever he went. The selfish thought that providence
took away such a promising worker made me grieve; but then |
thought that Providence is always just and is therefore kind and it
would get work out of Rasik. By thisfaith | have been consoled.

After going to Delhi, Rasik turned a devotee. When | was on my
way back via Delhi after the Congress session, Rasik had told me that
he had entered his seventeenth year. At that time, like many other
boys, he took certain vows: first to eat only three things at a meal;
secondly, to have only three meals a day, and thirdly, to complete
within two years the study of the Ramayana with commentary.
Knowing his restless temperament, | had warned him. But he told me
that he found nothing difficult in this and that he liked to read the
Ramayana. | was pleased.

With reference to these vows, Rasik wrote to me the following
lettert, on the 18th of January. On the 8th of February he passed away.

Very few get the care that Rasik received. He was a dear nephew and
student of Devdas and had received his matchless service. Dr. Ansari
was not merely his physician; he was like a father to him. Dr. Sharma
was always at his beck and call. Two nurses were appointed by

! Not translated here.
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the doctors to nurse him. Muslim friends from the Jamia left nothing
to be desired so far as nursing him was concerned. The Hindus who
learnt of hisillness were at his service, day and night. | am indebted to
al of them. Rasik had realized at such an early age the value of service
and duty and engrossed himself in it; taken difficult vows, regarded
them as easy to fulfil and read the Gita with enthusiasm having vowed
tofinish study of the Ramayana in two years' time. He met deathwhile
cherishing such noble sentiments and receiving unsurpassed care.
Everyone will envy such a death. And if a grandfather like me feels
grieved at this, it is purely selfishness and infatuation.

[From Guijarati]
Navajivan, 24-2-1929

106. LETTER TO JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 24, 1929

MY DEAR JAIRAMDAS,

| have your letter as also your telegram. Nothing concrete could
possibly result from the tea-party. But you will see my account* of it in
Navajivan issued today. Get somebody to read it to you.

Of course the auditor and inspector will have to go to Sind also.

| did discuss the Sind affairs with Motilalji. He was glad that |
had gone into the thing and agreed that wherever there was
irregularity, it should be put down. My note in Young India has, |
hope, cleared the matter.?

With reference to your telegram, | am glad you are coming. | am
leaving on the 1st March for Burma via Delhi. Y ou should therefore
try to come on before the 28th. More when we meet.

Yours sincerely,

From a microfilm: S.N. 15353

Vide “What did | do in Delhi”, February 24, 1929.
®Viide “ Sind Impressions”, February 21, 1929.
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107. LETTER TO GIRDHARILAL

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 24, 1929

DEAR LALA GIRDHARILAL,

| have your two letters. It is difficult to say beforehand that
whenever | go to Delhi | shall stay with you. Whenever | go there, itis
a special purpose that takes me. And my residence is determined by
the purpose, as it was during my last visit to Delhi.

The Punjab is included in my programme. And | hope to be
there in June. But this should be fixed up with Jawaharlal.

| must not discuss your long letters about what | have written.
Y ou will discuss them personally when we meet.

| understand what you say about the Exhibition. | have no doubt
that the provincial committee is quite competent to make all necessary
arrangements about it. But | have no doubt also that the provincial
Congress Committee will make a thorough mess of it so far as khadi is
concerned and so far also as the swadeshi part of it is concerned. But |
have said my say.

Y our suggestion about the other conferences not being held at
the time of the Congress is worthy of consideration. There is much to
be said in its favour. | have already written at length in reply to Dr.
Satyapal’s letter.

Your remarks about Mahantism, Political mutts, and Udyoga
Mandir are interesting. We must agree to differ on this point. Y ou have
evidently not cared to remember that Udyoga Mandir is an humbler
name adopted because of our weaknesses and when we feel that we
have somewhat surmounted our weaknesses, we propose to revert to
the original name.*

"In this letter dated February 18, 1929, the addressee had written: "I am dead
against personal deification and canonizing of institutions. Personal regard, respect
and affection are things apart. We have had too much of ‘mahantism’ in this country.
Itis time that we protest against the revival of this policy. Religious ‘mutts’
abounding all over the country are bad enough. We cannot afford to add to them by
creating political mutts now. Anything that savours of this unreal attitude of
sacredness or sanctimoniousness will find young men revolting. For this reason |
am sorry for the change of the name of ‘ Satyagraha Ashram’ to ‘Udyoga Mandir’.”
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Equally interesting is your homily about younger men.

Yours sincerely,
LALA GIRDHARILAL
DiwAN BHAWAN
DELHI

From amicrofilm: S.N. 15346

108. LETTER TO JASWANTRAI

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 24, 1929

DEAR LALA JASWANTRAI,

| have your letter of the 13th instant. Acharya Gidwani saw me
during my visit to Mirpurkhas and talked to me about the Antyaja
boys and khadi and told me that | was to expect a letter from you. The
letter | got only on my return to Sabarmati from Delhi. | hardly think
that | need interfere with you and Acharya Gidwani. | am sure you will
do just what is right. | would have shown your letter to Sjt. Manilal
Kothari if he had been here. Asitis, heisin attendance upon his
father who is ailing in Wadhwan.

Yours sincerely,

SJT. LALA JASWANTRAI
JASWANTRAI & SONS
COMMISSION AGENTS
KARACHI

From a microfilm: S.N. 13367
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109. LETTER TO KANTHIMATHI

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 24, 1929
MY DEAR KANTI,
| have your letter. If your mother-in-law is so unreasonable, |
suppose it is better that you let her buy two Bangalore saries. Y ou will
wear them only when you find it absolutely necessary for the sake of
your mother-in-law. | am sure that if you persist, you will infect your
surroundings with your faith in khadi.
Yours sincerely,
SMT. KANTHIMATHI
C/oDRr. C. B. RamA RAO
KANTHI NIvAS
BASAVANGUDI
BANGALORE CITY

From amicrofilm: S.N. 15012

110. KHADI AND SWARAJ!

[February 24, 1929]?

Because mills must depend for their existence on the goodwill of
the Government whom people resist and are therefore bound to fail
the nation at the most critical moment and

Because mills are always dependent upon foreign machinery and
largely foreign skill.

From the original: C.W. 5345. Courtesy: Mirabehn

! The two paragraphs were added to answers drafted by Mirabehn to the
question: “why can khadi help us to win swaraj better than Indian millcloth?” For
Mirabehn’s draft, vide Appendix “Khadi and Swaraj”, before May 23, 1929.

2Vide the following item.
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111. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 24, 1929
CHI. MIRA,
| have now carefully looked at your notes on khadi, and your
chart. The chart is quite good. The khadi notes are also good. Y ou will
touch up the spelling and wherever there is the slightest doubt, 1ook up
the dictionary. There must be no room to correct your spelling and in
anything you get printed, there must be no error.
| have added two paragraphs' to your note on mills. Therest is
al right. | am not quite clear that the notes may not bear your
signature. Y ou will therefore discuss with Rajendra Babu or use your
own judgment. They must be authorized notes; therefore, if they do
not bear your signature, they must be from the Bihar branch of the
All-India Spinners’ Association.
Love.

BAaPU
SHRIMATI MIRABAI

From the original: C.W. 5345. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9401.

112. LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 24, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

| had your telegram, which relieved me. Y ou quite realize why |
had to decide upon going to Burma. | am now making every
preparation to fulfill the obligation about Andhrain April. If | had not
the Kathiawar Political Conference demanding my presence, | should
have come directly to Andhra from Burma. As it is | shal leave
Guijarat for Andhra Desh during the first week of April. Please draw
up a provisional programme and let me have it. | am wanted to be
present at the All-India Congress Committee meeting in Allahabad on
the 14th of May. Y ou will therefore disengage me from Andhra so as

'Vide the preceding item.
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to enable me to reach Allahabad on the 14th of May.

Hereisatypical letter from Nellore. | enclose also a copy of my
reply.

| am at the Ashram up to the 28th instant. | leave on the 1st
March for Delhi, reaching there on the 2nd. | have to stop there before
| can get the connecting train for Calcutta. The Delhi address is: Care
Lakshmi Narayan Gadodia, Gadodia Stores, Chandni Chowk, Delhi. |
reach Calcutta on the night of the 3rd March. | am in Calcutta on the
4th which is Monday. My address at Calcutta will be: C/o Sjt. Satis
Chandra Das Gupta, Khadi Pratishthan, Sodepur (E. B. Rly.). On the
morning of the 5th March | leave for Rangoon. My address at
Rangoon is: C/o Dr. P. J. Mehta, 14 Moghul Street, Rangoon. | am
giving you these particulars so that you can establish communication
with me at these different places if hecessary.

Yours sincerely,

Sir. KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA
GUNTUR

From a photostat: S.N. 15352

113. LETTER TO DEVCHAND PAREKH

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
[February 24, 1929]?

BHAISHRI DEVCHANDBHALI,

There is one Mahant Gopalnath Bholanath in Junagadh. He is an
Antyaja. His address is: Ravra Mandap’ s Premises, Inside Vagheshwari
Gate. It is a place sacred to the Antyajas. At the place there is a well
whose construction has been left unfinished. It has been so because, as
he says, there is no money to complete it, and nobody to do the work.
If you know anyone at Junagadh through whom we can get the well
completed, | can make arrangements for the money required. If you
can help in this, please write to me immediately. Let me also know
your estimate of the expenditure.

' Thisis not available.
% From the postmark of clearance.

VOL.45: 4 FEBRUARY, 1929- 11 MAY,1929 115



Champa must be doing well. | am leaving for Burma on 1st and
hope to reach in time for the Conference'.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5688

114. TELEGRAM TO F.W. WILSON?

[On or after February 24, 1929]°

WHILST | REJOICE  WITH ENGLISHMEN OVER KING'S RECOVERY
| MAY NOT  ASSOCIATE MYSELF WITH MOVEMENT  THAT HAS
NECESSARILY POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND THAT WOULD
IMPLICITLY COMMIT ME TO A SYSTEM FOR WHICH KING
STANDS AND WHICH MY LIFE IS PLEDGED TO DESTROY.
GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 15351

115. LETTER TO GANGADEVI SANADHYA
Slence Day [Before February 25, 1929]*

DEAR SISTER,

Bhai Chhaganlal writes that you have again had arelapse. As
you are resolved not to go out of the Ashram for treatment all | can
say is may God give you peace. Sickness and death are ever with the
body. Since we revere the Gita why should we grieve over illness or
death? Of course, we should not deliberately fall ill.

! Kathiawar Political Conference.

> F. W. Wilson, editor of Pioneer, Allahabad, had in a telegram suggested
starting a thanksgiving fund, on the recovery of King Emperor, which would be
utilized for the “poor and needy throughout India” and sought Gandhiji’s permission
to publish his name in the list of subscribers.

® The telegram under reply was received at Sabarmati Ashram on February 24,
1929.

* From the reference to the addressee’ s health and from Gandhiji’ s addressing
her as “Dear Sister” this letter seems to have been written before the letter to her dated
February 25, 1929.
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Should you feel like going out of the Ashram for a change of
air there would be no shame or sin in doing so. “May Tulsidas by
whatever means find refuge at the feet of the Lord.”*

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2547

116. LETTER TO JASWANTRAI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 25, 1929

DEAR LALA JASWANTRALJI,

| am sending by separate registered post receipts for the
individual members who paid for the Laai Memorial Fund at
Karachi. The total amount for which receipts have been sent comes to
Rs. 40,935-15-0. Thisis according to the list you sent to us and to the
Treasurer at Calcutta. In sending the receipts the treasurer has asked us
to request you to remit the balance amount of Rs. 935-15-0 at an early
date.

What have you done with ornaments? If you have disposed of
them, please let us know the amount realized thereby.

We are leaving Ahmedabad on the 1st March for Rangoon
via Delhi and Calcutta. Our address at Delhi is: C/o Lakshmi Narayan
Gadodia, Gadodia Stores, Chandni Chowk, Delhi, where we stay on
the2nd March. And our Calcutta addressis: C/o Sjt. Satis Chandra Das
Gupta, Khadi Pratishthan, Sodepur (E. B. Rly.), where we reach on the
3rd night and stay till 5th morning. We take steamer on the 5th
morning for Rangoon which place we reach on the 8th March. Our
address at Rangoon is. C/lo Dr. P. J Mehta, 14 Moghul Strest,
Rangoon.

Yours sincerely,

Encl. (Receipts sent by separate registered packet)
From amicrofilm: S.N. 13368

' From averse from Tulsidas's Vinaya Patrika
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117. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
Monday [February 25, 1929]*

CHI. MIRA,

| daily recelve your instructive letters. Your work bears the
promise of abig future. It is good that you are working along the line
of least resistance. The introduction of Y ogendrababu’s wife makes
your miniature ashram a good model to work upon.

| leave here on 1st March and go through Delhi. Probably Patnha
is on the way. The Delhi route is the quickest and the cheapest. | reach
Calcutta Sunday night, 3rd March. 4th March is the silence day. |
|leave Calcutta Tuesday morning, 5th March.

Balkrishna came here yesterday. He will attend to the weaving
department. Fresh effort is being made to put the Gita reading on a
firm footing.

Chhotelal is still an uncertain factor but he is slaving away as
usual. Mahadev will accompany me.

Love.

BarPu
From the original: C.W. 5347. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9403

118. LETTER TO KASHI AND CHHAGANLAL GANDHI
Silence Day, Monday Evening [February 25, 1929]2

CHI. KASHI,

Do | ever write to you ? But this letter | am writing to you
instead of Chhaganlal. Y ou have done well in deciding to live with
Nirmala. Instead of actively taking up any work, you should only
supervise what others do. Look after Lakshmi. Do not indulge the
children overmuch. Y our staying there has relieved me of my worry.

! The letter appears to have been written on the Monday preceding March 1,
1929, that is, February 25.

% Gandhiji left Ahmedabad on March 1, 1929 and was in Delhi on March 2, a
Saturday. He left for Calcutta on March 3. The Monday, prior to his leaving for
Ahmedabad, fell on February 25.
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CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

Give Budhabhai whatever articles of food he needs. Induce
him to drink as much milk as he can digest. Less of foods heavy
to digest. Less of pulses and rice aswell. A diet of wheat, milk and
alittle quantity of vegetable should be sufficient to build up his
health.

Chi. Jamnadas wishes to come along with me. He is making
amistake in that. It seems to me that | will not at all need him. |
will have with me one shorthand writer also. Bamanji has sent him
to me.

There is opposition to the idea that the sums provided by
Dr. Mehta' should be used only for the purposes of the Ashram
but we will think about it when we have more time.

1 see no harm in spending Rustomjee Sheth’s* money here.
I will have to go to Delhi and will stay there for two days, Friday
and Saturday. My plan is to return to Bardoli, but | may have to
go to Calcutta.

Y ou must have sent replies to the questions which Rustomjee
Sheth put to you.

I's the pressure of work there as heavy as before?

Blessings from

BAapPU
From the Gujarati original : S.N. 33097
! Dr. Pranjivandas Mehta
2 Gandhiji’ s co-worker in South Africa
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119. LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI
Slence Day [February 25, 1929]*

CHI. MATHURADAS,

Y ou have become somewhat dlack these days. | was glad to
know that you have made it up with Gangabehn. If the three* of you
become one at heart, then others may join you and the women’s wing
which seems to be cracking up may become whole again.

Blessings from
BapPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1779

120. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI
Slence Day [February 25, 1928]°

CHI. MATHURADAS,

I am so much burdened with work that even some urgent letters
remain unwritten. What then to say of writing to you?

It was for your convenience that | had written about reimbursing
the money you had given to Shankaran. For the rest you know that |
have not felt, and | would not feel ashamed to rob you. | gave the
instructions | did because | am not aware of your present
circumstances. | do not feel any hesitation in incurring such
expenditure on your behalf.

Shankaran had written to me also. He is sensible and he will
have undertaken the fast only after due consideration.

Let Shankaran come there if you need help. | shall pay his
monthly allowance of Rs. 12/- from here. He is a man who can be
easily accepted. It is another matter if | keep him for work in his own
home-town. But it is not acceptable to me that you should spoil your

! In Bapuna Patro—3: Kusumbehn Desaine, this letter is placed between the
letters dated February 18 and March 4, 1929. Monday, the silence day, between these
two dates fell on February 25.

% Gangabehn Vaidya, Vasumati Pandit and the addressee

® The addressee received the letter on February 26, 1929. The Monday
preceding fell on this date.
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health by straining yourself. Rather than that you should have
Shankaran. | shall certainly arrange to send somebody else if he
cannot come. Let me know frankly. | should of course be happy if
you could and would do without any help.

| keep myself informed about the Ali Brothers. | do not read
anything. But friends keep me fully informed. | am aso
corresponding with them. We have only one criterion for judging
people; so how can their behaviour affect us? However, | shall read
what you send.

Asfor Rasik, | have written about him in Navajivan' and Young
India*

Mahadev is still in Bardoli. He will accompany me to Burma. |
shall leave here on the morning of Friday the 1st. | shall go via Delhi.
Devdas is there. He has detained Pyarelal. You must be observing
Pyarelal’s work.

Ba had been very patient. She will not be accompanying me this
time.

| shall return from Burmato be here on the 27th or 28th. Then
| shall bein Kathiawar for three days and immediately after that |
shall be in Andhra Desh. It is to be seen how long the body can take
the strain.

Blessings from

BapPU
[PS]
| shall not write a separate letter to Shankaran now. In your
letter to him you may give him a hint of what | have said. Taramati®
must be enjoying herself. How shall | recognize Dilip* now?

From the Gujarati original: Pyarelal Papers, Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy: Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

'Vide “ Sunset at Morning”, February 24, 1929 and “ A Boy of much Promise”,
February 21, 1929.

% ibid

® Addressee’ s wife

* Addresse's son
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121. LETTER TO GANGADEVI SANADHYA
Slence Day [February 25, 1929]*

CHI. GANGADEV/,
| was very glad to have your letter. Take a sun-bath early in the
morning and only as long as you can stand it. No giddiness should
occur. Rash on the body is a good sign. | cannot understand the cause
of the pain in the bones. If you find it tiring to sit up for awhole hour,
sit up for half an hour. Certainly you should feel thirsty. Drink plenty
of boiled water. It will be good to add four or five grains of soda
bicarb. We shall see later about your taking sunlight passing through
glass. Keep me informed about your condition. You have written

nothing about Totaramji’s eye. Why?
Blessings from

BaPU
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 2542

122. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 26, 1929

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,

| have your letters. | want to send you a longish thing, but | must
not now. | have wired to you about Sitla Sahai.? | have wired® to you
today that | shall be passing through Allahabad and that | shall be in
Delhi for seven hours. | wish that we could see each other either in
Delhi or in Allahabad and you may even travel some distance with me
if itispossible.

| am trying to procure the services of Jairamdas as Secretary for
the boycott committee.* He is coming here tomorrow. If he consents,

! From Gandhiji’s recommending of sun-baths to the addressee this letter
seems to have been written on the silence day preceding the letter dated March 4,
1929 to Chhaganlal Joshi.

% The telegram is not available. Jawaharlal Nehru in his letter dated February
20 had asked whether Gandhiji would like Sitla Sahai to go to the Ashram
immediately or to spend the next month or six weeks in U.P. making arrangements
for Gandhiji’s tour and then go to the Ashram.

® The telegram is not available.

*Vide “Letter to Jairamdas Doulatram”, February 21, 1929.
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of course, he has to leave the Council at least for this year. We shall
talk about the future programme of the boycott committee. About the
use of the purses to be presented to me, what you have said is quite
correct. It will be predominantly used for khadi work. The tour was to
be undertaken for khadi, but naturally 1 will now talk about the
constructive programme. But if the people give the money
unconditionally as they should, and if you think that some other use
might be made of a part of the purses, we shall discuss about it. But
you may put down this also as an item for discussion when we meet,
lest | forget when we meet.

| would like you not to arrange a hurricane tour but give more
time to a few centres where people from surrounding places may
gather, and not many functions at one village. If you have not read my
note' about thisin Young India please do read it now.

Yours sincerely,

A. SUBBIAH
for BAPU

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1929. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library;
also S\N. 15354

123. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 26, 1929

| have your telegram. | am publishing it with a note.* But |
repeat my complaint. Whatever the cause, you fail to back your appeal
with facts and figures from week to week. Y ou may not plead want of
time or if you want to plead want of time, then don’t expect any
response. You may not have the cake and eat it. | myself after the
publication of the appeal was utterly in the dark as to what was
happening. Surely Santanam or whoever isin charge can say from
week to week how much relief has been given, what kind of relief has
been given and to whom it has been given. You are talking about
volunteers going to the villages taking notes. Some telling experience
might be given. The condition of the homes of these people might be
given. A hundred things suggest themselves to me. How do you expect

Vide “My Impending visit to Burma’, February 21, 1929.
2Viide “Need for Immediate Relief”, February 28, 1929.
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people to respond when very telling figures [are not] thrust upon their
attention from week to week, indeed from day to day? Y ou can say if
you send such reports they won’t be published.

Y ou will see from my notes that | have justified your telegram
somehow or other. My complaint against you is that the telegram was
not absolutely inevitable. The facts related in the telegram do not
suddenly come under your notice. You can send telegrams about
landdips, overflowing flood to a terrible extent, but you cannot
telegraph about the daily happeningsin a famine area, unless you send
news to a distant newspaper from day to day. Do please wake up. | will
find the Rs. 5,000/- somehow or other. But what is the use? That won't
be in answer to your appeal, that would be merely from friend to
friend and that is not how you want this relief, if | understand it
rightly. And if you wanted it that way, you could simply have
telegraphed: you must send me Rs. 5,000/- for my starving people.
Verb. sap.

SJr. C. RAJAGOPALACHARIAR
GANDHI ASHRAM
TIRUCHENGODU

From a photostat: S.N. 15355

124. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI

Tuesday Evening [February 26, 1929]*

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

| see from Nirmala’'s letter to Ba which | read today that Ba
should not accompany me?’. Deep down in her heart, Nirmala is
restless. Most probably Bawill arrive by tomorrow night’s train and
reach Ahmedabad the next morning.

Blessings from
BAapPU
From the Guijarati original: S.N. 33097

! In the source, the letter is placed alongside the preceding item which bears
the date 25.2.1929. From the contents too, it appears that this was written on the
following day as the datelines on the two letters suggest. Also the letter does not bear
a separate S.N. No. and is hence given the same S.N. No. as that of the preceding
item.

% Presumably to Rangoon for which Gandhiji sailed from Calcutta on March
5,1929
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125. LETTERTO D. G. AMBEKAR

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 27, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

| have your letter. | had your previous letter also. But owing to
tour in Sind and intense pressure, the letter remained unanswered.

| am not inclined to believe that Sjt. Avari is denied the use of
khadi because he wants to wear khadi. If you have any written
documents about it, | should like to have them and if | know the facts,
I might be able to guide you.

Yours sincerely,

Sir. D. G. AMBEKAR
SECRETARY
NAGPUR TOWN CONGRESS, ARMSACT SATYAGRAHA COMMITTEE
NEAR DAJI SCHOOL
CIRCLE NO. 8, NAGPUR

From amicrofilm: S.N. 15014

126. LETTERTO G. D. BIRLA

THE ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 27, 1929
SJar. GHANSHYAMDAS BIRLA
TREASURER, L ALAJ MEMORIAL FUND
8 ROYAL EXCHANGE PLACE
CALCUTTA

DEAR SIR,

Attached please find the supplementary listt of donations for
Lalaji Fund from Karachi. The total amounts to Rs. 45,000/- out of
which Rs. 43,223/- have been so far realized in cash.

Rs. 40,000/- have already been sent to you. | now enclose a
cheque for Rs. 3,223/- for the cash balance. As soon as | receive the
balance from the Treasurer at Karachi | shall remit you the same.

! Thisis not reproduced here.

VOL.45: 4 FEBRUARY, 1929- 11 MAY,1929 125



Kindly arrange to issue receipts for the individual members and
also a cutcha receipt for me for my office file.
Yours sincerely,

Encl. 1 cheque (No. A/cc. 11109 on Imperial Bank of India)
From amicrofilm: S.N. 13369

127. LETTER TO ROMAIN ROLLAND

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
February 27, 1929
DEAR FRIEND,

This letter introduces you to a young friend B. B. Desai from
whom when | was convalescent | received kind treatment in his
bungalow at a seaside place. Young Desai is an earnest student of
French. He has been professor of French in a Bombay College. He
wants however to increase his knowledge of French and therefore
wishes to place himself under the influence of French savants. If you
could give him any help in this direction | shall appreciate it.

Yours sincerely,
M. ROMAIN ROLLAND
VILLA OLGA
VILLENEUVE
SWITZERLAND

From a photostat: S.N. 15015

128. LETTER TO CHAMAN

SABARMATI,
February 27,1929

BHAISHRI CHAMAN,

| have your letter. | feel that you have seen many things with a
prejudiced eye. If all that you write is correct, | see no reason for your
faith in me. Just as we know the tree from the seed and the fruit, you
should know me through my work.

If Chhaganlal, Panditji* and the others are bad and useless, how

'N. M. Khare
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can | who am responsible for bringing them, be good? Maybe | have
made a mistake. But after having been warned by someone like you,
should | not be able to see the mistake? If | am unable to do so you
should say the same thing about me which you say about my co-
workers. Similarly, if there is nothing in the spinning-wheel, can there
be anything in me? But | am sure that your opinions about the
Ashram, about my co-workers and about the spinning-wheel will
change in the end. It is wrong of us to believe that those who do not
do what we want are bad.

Remember the couplet: “All things, animate and inanimate, have

both virtues and defects.” | hope you are well. Restrain your anger.
Blessings from

Baru

From amicrofilm of the Gujarati: S.N. 15372

129. AMARVELLOUS FASTING CURE

As | had and still have no desire to turn Young India into a
herald of health, not because it would be wrong to do so, but because |
have neither the time nor the qualifications for the task and because |
undertook the charge of Young India in the interest of the movement
for India's freedom, | have hesitated, for the four weeks that the
report* referred to by K. G. D. has been on my file, to give it publicity.
| have twice read the report and it reads so true and is so well written
that | can no longer resist K.G.D.’s appeal. As the reader is aware |
believe in fasting both for its spiritual and its medicinal value. | daily
advise it at the Udyoga Mandir and almost invariably with beneficial
results. | know that if the medical profession courageously
popularized fasting among their patients, there would be infinitely less
suffering than there is now and that many would be saved who now die
through the drug and the feeding treatment. | therefore gladly find
room for K.G.D.’s accurately-drawn report of hiswife’'s case. | must
however warn others interested in fasting and kindred experiments
against hoping that their reports too would find room in Young India
if they sent them. They are at liberty however to send authentic reports
for my private information and guidance.

Young India, 28-2-1929

! Thisis not reproduced here.
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130. THE DELHI VIST

| have dealt with the Speaker’s party elsewhere! but | would like
to enlist the reader’ s serious attention for the business that took me to
Delhi. The Working Committee needed my presence for
understanding my scheme of boycott of foreign cloth before passing
it. The Committee was in earnest about it. | had therefore to interrupt
my programme after Sind and go to Delhi at Pandit Motilalji’s call.
The Working Committee discussed it at great length and finally
accepted the scheme without any material alteration. A specia
committee has been formed to give effect to the scheme. Not without
much hesitation have | shouldered the burden of beingits chairman.
My hesitation was due to the feeling that those who could, if they
meant, bring about the boycott would not respond and that probably
they did not believe in khadi. But | saw too that | had no business to
refuse to shoulder the responsibility, merely because of a feeling
which after all might have no foundation in fact. Mine was but to try.

The scheme is now before the country. The Committee will try
to bring it home to everyone it can reach. But meanwhile it is so
incredibly smple that everyone can enforce it in his or her own
person. Let everyone who has any foreign cloth in his or her
possession discard it and replace it by genuine khadi. Too much stress
cannot be put upon the adjective genuine. The scheme therefore
provides that no khadi should be considered genuine unless it is
certified by the All-India Spinners’ Association. Thisis easily done by
merely buying from depots certified by the All-India Spinners
Association or from trustworthy persons. Let no one belittle his or her
own individual effort. Complete boycott means an aggregate of
individual effort. Every yard of foreign cloth given up brings the
boycott nearer, every yard of khadi bought relieves some distress.
Even as constant dropping wears away stones so will constant and
continuing boycott of foreign cloth stop the greatest drain from India
and bring about all the inevitable implications of such boycott. Itis
therefore sinful to sit still and do nothing on the plea of futility of
individual action and wait for a call from a committee or for action on
anational scale. It isthe individual effort that will have precipitated the

'Vide “Notes”, February 28, 1929.
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national response whenever it comes.

Pandit Malaviyaji’s resolution too deserves the earnest attention
of every national organization and national worker. It seeks to rivet the
nation’s attention on the Nehru Report on the 10th March which is a
Sunday. During this year of grace that Report is the national war-cry.
The swaraj of our coining is to be found in the Nehru Report. Self-
respect demands that we should work for the attainment of swaraj as
defined in it. We shall find ourselves unready on the 1st January 1930,
if we have not ceaselessly worked for the acceptance of the Nehru
Report till the midnight of December 31st next. But it may be asked
what is the use of harping on the Nehru Report when many
Mussalmans and many Sikhs are intensely dissatisfied with it? My
answer is: no document has received so much support as this and no
other is likely to receive greater support. And when | say that we
should concentrate upon securing approval of the Report, | do not
exclude the possibility of alterationsin it. What | however excludeis
the possibility of aterations in it a the point of the bayonet.
Alterations will be and must be made wherever justice demands it. It
was for that reason that the Convention instead of being wound up was
adjourned sine die. And these alterations should be made not now but
when the Report has gained weight enough to compel acceptance, and
when it has arrived at that stage it may not be delivered for acceptance
without such alterations as may be absolutely necessary and as may be
agreed upon by mutual consent. Subject to this reservation, | submit
that the Nehru Report should be presented at all public meetings for
unconditional acceptance without mental reservations. After al that
Report is the result of much labour and in the nature of an award
delivered by arbitrators. No party may lightly repudiateit. | therefore
whole-heartedly support the proposal that the Nehru Scheme be the
subject or resolutions all over the country on the 10th proximo.

The other parts of Malaviyaji’s resolution follow as a matter of
course. The other parts expect the nation to concentrate on particular
Sundays during every month on particular items of constructive
programme. It does not mean that on week days we should go to
deep; but it means that on the Sundays in question we should
concentrate more fully than on week days on the matters for which
those Sundays may be specifically reserved. The Congress has
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seriously devised the constructive programme as a sanction behind the
Nehru Report. It behoves us therefore to give full effect to the
Congress programme which Malaviyaji’s resolution seeks to do in
part.

Young India, 28-2-1929

131. TO THE BURMA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

The Congress Working Committee has asked me in terms of its
resolution to have the finances of the Burma Congress Committee
audited and to do the inspection myself. | invite the Committee
therefore to keep its accounts ready and have them audited by an
auditor of standing and to have its register and everything else in order
at the time of my arrival in Burma, so that | might carry on my work
without any loss of time. What would be required is a register
containing the names of original members with their addresses,
occupations and the amounts received fromthem, a digest of work
done by the Committee, first in respect of Congress resolutions,
secondly of the work done for the Congress, aregister of volunteers,
the amount of donations received in the Committee's office,
description of the office staff, dispatch book and a note upon the
working of the khadi rule in the Congress constitution.

Young India, 28-2-1929

132. NOTES
THE SPEAKER'SPARTY

No one has asked me what was done by the Working Committee
or what happened during the talks with Mr. Jinnah and other
Mussalman friends. Everyone is eager to know what happened at the
tea-party given by that marvel of a speaker—Sjt. Vithalbhai Patel. This
eagerness to know what happened there at the tea-party because H.E.
the Viceroy was there shows that we ill expect more from
Englishmen than from ourselves. The change from 1920 to now is no
doubt great in spite of the so-called set-back since 1922 but it is not
yet great enough to inspire us with self-confidence. The want of it is
the greatest stumbling-block in our progress towards our goal.

The party was the Speaker’s creation. Though he never hides his
colours he does not overstep the constitutional limits of his office and
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within those limits he never misses a single opportunity of serving the
cause to which he is wedded—attainment of swarg. He therefore
brought about this party to break the ice as it were. But there cannot
be much breaking of ice at a private, informal tea-party. And in my
opinion, it cannot lead to any real advance or action unless both are
ready. We know that we are not yet ready. England will never make
any advance so as to satisfy India’ s aspiration till sheisforced to it.
British rule is no philanthropic job, it is a terribly earnest business
proposition worked out from day to day with deadly precision. The
coating of benevolence that is periodically given to it merely prolongs
the agony. Such occasional parties are therefore good only to the
extent of showing that the bringing together of parties will be easy
enough when both are ready for business. Meanwhile let the reader
rest satisfied with the assurance that no political significance attaches to
the event. The party was one of Speaker Patel’s many creditable
freaks.

A YOUNG OCTOGENARIAN'S OFFER"

Babu Hardayal Nag is aleader in Bengal. He is an octogenarian
but like Dr. Besant has the energy and enthusiasm of youth. He now
and then favours me with the enthusiastic optimistic letters. Hereis his
latest:

| have just passed through a serious attack of hiccup. It appears God has
spared my life thistime to enable me to take part in the war of India's
independence which | am sure will commence from the mid-night of 31st
December of this year of grace. God has bestowed upon you the leadership of
that war. And | understand you are making preparations for India’s fight for
freedom. | know my life is not worth much. | also know that | must pay my
quota of the price for India’s independence. In the Russo-Japanese war, a
Japanese commander had to cross an unbridged ditch. He asked his soldiers to
throw themselves into it and to make a bridge of human bodies so that his
troops might pass over it. | know in the coming struggle you will also have to
cross certain unbridged ditches. Please enlist my name as one of those who will
voluntarily fill up those ditches with their bodies to enable your troops to
cross them, if for no other purpose.

| have no notion that after the midnight of 31st December next
the war of India’ s independence will commence and that | shall have
to take up the leadership of the war. Nor have | made up my mind like

' A similar not appeared in Navajivan, 24-2-1929.
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Babu Hardayal Nag that the national demand will not have been
granted before 1st January next dawns upon us.* Just as | believein
living till death embraces me holding myself in readiness for that
warm embrace, so do | believe in the vindication of my just demand
holding myself in readiness for a fight on the rejection of the demand
by the appointed time. Many things are impossible forman, nothing is
impossible for God. We witness the unexpected happening. | refuse to
think that in our case alone, the unexpected will never happen. On the
contrary, | cherish the belief that swaraj will come to usin a manner
least expected by us. Ours is but to do what we think is the right thing
for its advent. All the same | welcome the letter for its enthusiasm and
commend it to the youth of the country. | invite them to prepare even
as this Bengali octogenarian is preparing. And he who would prepare
must fulfill the conditionslaid down in the constructive resolution
which isdesigned to prepare the nation for the next year’s battle. The
question of leadership will settle itself when the proper time comes. It
is the cause and not the leader that matters.

DINABANDHU IN AMERICA

The following two cables were received from America regarding
Dinabandhu Andrews’s visit to America. The first from Boston dated
18th instant runs as nearly as| can make it out:

On occasion of Andrews’s visit Boston had luncheon in his honour
where representatives from many influential organizations were present.
Resolution was unanimously passed of goodwill and fellowship to people of
India. American Board Women'’s prayer group, students Y.M.C.A., Boston
Federation Churches, Massachusetts Federation Churches, Fellowship Y outh
represented. —R. A. Hume.

The second from Tuskegee dated 24th instant runs:

Gracious fellowship with Andrews. His words and presence a
benediction. India, Africaand America joined hands last night. Love and
greetings from Tuskegee.—Moton, Principal

Andrews had expected when he decided to go to Europe to give
himself a little rest. But he had practically none. India's cause

! The note in Navajivan here adds: “Babu Hardayal Nag is an optimist. But my
optimism surpasses that of his.”

? The note in Navajivan here adds. “The cause isthe swaraj, we are living for it
and we are preparing to die for it.”
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demanded his unwearied labours in England, and now in response to a
pressing call from the New World he has gone there. In his letters he
tells me he will have to go to British Guiana and he thinks that he must
go also to South Africa. Marvellous as the Rt. Hon’ ble Sastri’ s work
has been in that subcontinent Dinabandhu is of opinion that in view of
impending general electionsin South Africait is necessary for him to
go there as the self-chosen ambassador of peace.

Young India, 28-2-1929

133. NEED FOR IMMEDIATE RELIEF

Chakravarti Rajagopalachari is a busy man. He is now touring all
through the South with Sheth Jamnalalji in the interest of Hindi
propaganda. That accounts for his sending me the following telegram
instead of sending a letter which might easily have been sent but for
his touring. Here is the telegram:*

In response to appeals in Young India in October and December last the
Pudupalayam Gandhi Ashram has so far received over Rs. 769. Of this Rs. 225
were received by us direct and Rs. 544 through the Sabarmati Ashram. . .. We
have restricted our relief work to Adi-Dravidas of five villages within a mile of
the Ashram. . . . A card is given to each family entitling them to buy at
concession prices from the Ashram every Saturday not more than five measures
of jovari per adult and half this quantity for children below twelve. . . . So far
108 families with 344 adults and 179 children have been registered and are
receiving relief as above from 2nd February, 1929. . . . Even then the cost of
relief will be Rs. 1,312 of which we have received only Rs. 769. But there are
other villages near the Ashram whose Adi-Dravida population isin a pitiable

condition and is clamouring for relief. . . . Large numbers are emigrating. But
very poor and old persons, especially women and children, have not even this
escape out of an intolerable situation. . . . We would very much like to give

them food free. But our funds are limited. . . . We need at least Rs. 5,000 more

to do work fairly satisfactorily. The call is very urgent.

This telegram hardly needs any supplementing. A Latin proverb
says. bis dat qui cito dat. He gives twice who gives soon. Thisis a case
in point. Donors have been sending money in driblets for which he
and | are duly thankful. But meanwhile the famine-stricken people are
starving. Instead of reporting that they are starving Rajagopal achari

! Only extracts are reproduced here.
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might have any day to report that people are dying for want of food.
Relief then might be too late. Let the donors who want to give, give
now. Rs. 5,000 is not much to give. The telegram contains enough
details to prove the necessity for relief.

Young India, 28-2-1929

134. TELEGRAM TO SATISCHANDRA DAS GUPTA

SABARMATI,
February 28, 1929

KHADISTHAN

CALCUTTA

YOU MAY SETTLE ANYTHING YOU LIKE WITH
CONSENT RAMJIBHAL.

GANDHI
From a photostat: G.N. 8714

135. LETTER TO SATISCHANDRA DAS GUPTA
February 28, 1929

DEAR SATISBABU,

| reach Calcutta via Delhi by the Delhi-Calcutta Express on
Sunday 3rd March about 8 p.m. | do not know the exact time of
arrival. | do not know where you would want me to pass the silence
day. | have in mind Jivanlal’s bungalow. It is no use my coming to
Sodepur. The steamer leaves early morning on Tuesday, 5th March.
This however would mean my missing Hemprabha Devi. But it seems
to beinevitable. | shall have with me much writing work.

Hope Hemprabha Devi is now out of the wood. She must not
strain herself. Did | suggest sun-baths for her? | am daily having
experiences of the treatment.

Love.

Yours,
Baru
[PS]

Of course you will guard against the new Sangh coming in
conflict with the Congress. If it does, you will dissuade the Sangh from
the Congress and still carry on work later.
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| have just heard from Rajendra Babu. | have wired saying |
shall gladly hear them all on Monday night after the silence is broken.
Have you any papers [with you?]*
Baru
From a photostat: G.N. 8713

136. LETTER TO PONAKA KANAKAMMA?
February 28, 1929

DEAR FRIEND,

| have your letter. | am averse to any earmarking. The best thing
isto leave the matter to my judgment and discuss the institution with
me.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
From ablockprint of the original: C.W. 9237

137. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK
February 28, 1929
DEAR FRIEND,
| have your clearly written letter. | remember you well. You are
free to come whenever you like. There is no difficulty about your
earning your way here.
| leave tomorrow morning and return end of March only to
leave again for Andhra Desha. | do not know when | shall be able to
stay at the Ashram for any length of time.
Yours,
SHRIMATI PREMABAI KANTAK
P. L. LADIES’ HOSTEL
WACHHA GANDHI ROAD
GAMDEV
BomBAY

From a photostat: G.N. 10212

! The words are illegible in the source.
2 Founder of the Kasturba Vidyalaya, Nellore
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138. INSTRUCTION ON LETTER

February 28, 1929

Reply to these two letters. Use the money as you think proper,
after reading the Marathi letter.

BAaPU
From a microfilm of the Gujarati: S.N. 15374

139. LETTER TO BECHAR PARMAR
February 28, 1929

BHAISHRI BECHAR,

| have your sincere letter. | will not argue with you now. You
may certainly resume your barber’s occupation and leave the school
if you wish to. Do what will give peace to your soul.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5578

140. LETTER TO V. L. PHADKE
February 28, 1929

BHAI MAMA,

| have your letter. Here is the hangman come to put the noose

round your neck. Wear it if you have the courage. You have not

proved afailure at the Antyaja Ashram. You will not faill even as

Secretary. Restrict your work to constructive activities. Don’'t do even

thiswork if it islikely to interfere with your work for the Antyajas.
Write about Jagu.

Blessings from

Bapu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3824

! The letter, dated February 25,1929, was from Shankarrao Deo and concerned a
sum of Rs. 51 sent by a donor.
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141. SPEECH AT UNVEILING OF TILAK STATUE,
AHMEDABAD

February 28, 1929

It is clear beyond doubt that after Vallabhbhai’s entering the
Municipality, it too has become courageous, and | compliment it for
the courage it has shown in installing the statue of the Lokamanya.
There was a time, only a few years ago, when such acts were
considered impertinent, because, formerly, if any library displayed a
photograph of the Lokamanya, the Government either compelled the
library to remove it or stopped any assistance given to it. But now
times have changed, which is a matter for rejoicing.

The late Lokamanya Tilak had sacrificed all his energies for the
cause of Swargj. Only one who is ready to lay down hislife for swargj
and is capable of winning swargj for us within a short time can
perform the ceremony of unveiling Tilak’s statue. Today you have all
joined me in performing this ceremony; so, it is your duty too to
prepare yourselves to win that swargy for which the Lokamanya
sacrificed hislife. That being the directive of the Congress also, it is
the duty of everyone to prepare himself for it.

Though, at the moment, the political sky of Indiais clear, one
cannot predict when clouds will gather. The Municipality should
display, even in difficult times, the same courage that it has shown
today in having this statue unveiled and in hoisting the national flag.
Formerly the very mention of the word ‘swara’ was considered an act
of high treason. The mantra of Swadeshi and swarg which the
Lokamanya breathed into our ears even during such difficult times
should find a place first in our minds and then in our hearts. We
should be ready to lay down our lives for it.

The other great quality of the Lokamanya was his simplicity.
Although he could collect funds running into lakhs yet he was
extremely economical and simple in matters of food and clothing.
Our country is very poor compared to rich countries such as England
and America. Here the average daily income of a person is just seven
pice. If we exclude from consideration millionaires like Seth Lalbhai
and Seth Ambalal, we shall immediately get an idea of the wretched
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condition of ordinary people. Hence, everyone should be simple and
economical in food, clothing, and so on, and should encourage
Sswadeshi.

[From Gujarati]
Prajabandhu, 3-3-1929

142. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, AHMEDABAD!
February 28, 1929

My relations with Sastriji are such that it is unnecessary for me
to describe them. Even if our political thinking is poles apart a bond
firmer than the one that unites our hearts will not be found between
any other two persons. In spite of differences between usin many
matters, this bond endures. | do not know who between the two of us
is the more generous. He has even said of me that | cannot tolerate
others' ideas. Y et friendship, or opposition, between us has remained
sweet. Such is our relationship. This is not the proper time for us to
assess the services that Sastriji has rendered to Indiain South Africa. A
man standing at the foot of the mountain cannot admire its beauty.
But standing at a distance he recognizesit. Similarly, as you go farther
and farther away from the twenty months of Sastriji’s career there,
you will be able to assess the value of his achievements. He has freely
spent all his wealth after going to South Africa. His ambition was to
think out ways in which he could add to the glory of Indiain South
Africa. As he had his critics too in South Africa, | have received
accounts from both sides. But it is by no means certain that the work
of one who has no critics is always valuable. By his stay in South
Africa, Sastriji has served Indians residing in all the Colonies. Sastriji
has impressed them with his determination and purity. His presence
there as a representative of the people has certainly brought swaragj
also a step nearer. Now we have to learn from his experiences and |
hope that he will live long to serve India

[From Guijarati]
Prajabandhu, 3-3-1929

! The meeting was called to hear V. S. Srinivasa Sastri report on his work in
South Africa where he had gone as the Agent of the Government of India. Gandhiji
presided at the meeting.
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143. SPEECH AT FLAG-HOISTING CEREMONY,

AHMEDABAD
February 28, 1929

| had tho ught that | wou ld onl y hav eto unf url the flagin the
pre sence of afew councill ors, but here, too, as the Presdent has
sai din his speech, | would hav eto say afew wor ds. | am grateful to
you for the opportunity that you have given me to hoi & the
national flag and | once again con gratu late the Municipality on
ado pting the national flagas its own. | do not thi nk that many of
you know what the national flag sgnifies. Since | gave my
int erpretation® of it the country has largel y acc epted it. There are
no dou bt afew differ ences of opi nion, but by and large, so far as |
hav ebeen &bl eto see, Indiahas acc epted it.

The flag has three colours—orange, green and white. The
orange is for Hindus, green for Mudims and white for other
communities. There is a great thought behind it. It is a confluence of
three currents, and the three colours express the hope that al
communities would live in harmony, and bestow this blessing upon
all; the spinning-wheel in the centre suggests that we all have to seek
its assistance. This national flag certainly contains the outward
symbols, but though the spinning-wheel is there and the different
colours are there, if we do not have within us the spirit that underliesit,
then, as | said before in the park, it is nothing but a rag.

Today, in India, some people hold that Hindus and Muslims will
never get on well together, that these incompatibles can never be on
good terms now or in the future, that independence here could either
be for the Hindus or for the Muslims. Others who do not belong to
these two communities feel that we shall not be able to escape the rule
of Japan or Germany. If this line of thinking till persists, it is
meaningless to hoist this national flag. Y ou who are present here to
witness the unfurling of this flag should take a vow that the Hindus,
Muslims and Christians or any other community which regards India
as its home, will co-operate with one another for securing swaraj for
India. What the President has said is true, namely , that we wish to be
free.

Vide “The National Flag”, April 13, 1921.
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The swargj that we aspire for is to be secured with the strength of
these three colours. If we have the conviction that swaraj cannot be
won by any other means, then the hoisting of this flag is worth while.
The resolve which is signified by the spinning-wheel should be shared
by all—the President and al others. Different circumstances may
confront you tomorrow and you may be asked to take down this flag.
In many a municipality in India this flag has been hoisted and also
taken down. I, therefore, warn you that you are never to take down
this flag once it has been hoisted and for that not only you, the
members of the Municipality, but every citizen who is a voter has to
struggle till the very end. We have added to our strength by
performing this task and | pray to God that this flag may be an
inspiration to us all.

[From Guijarati]
Prajabandhu, 3-3-1929

144. TELEGRAM TO DR. P. J. MEHTA
[February, 1929]*

CRUEL FORCE MANILAL PRESENT STATE HEALTH, DO
WHAT IS POSSIBLE WITHOUT HIM .2

GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 15139-a

! The date of this telegram is not ascertainable. It was written at the end of C.F.
Andrews's letter dated January 15, 1929 written on board s.s.. Majestic. The letter
must have been received by Gandhiji some time in February.

% The source bears the following instructions from Gandhiji: “ Post copy of
this and Dr. Mehta' s wire to Manilal K. Ashram address” from which it is evident that
the telegram was sent by Gandhiji while he was away from the Ashram.
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145. LETTER TO SHANKERLAL BANKER

ASHRAM,
Sunday [About February, 1929]*
BHAI SHANKERLAL,

Anasuyabehn says you have again fallenill. You just cannot go
on falling ill like this. The handful of people who understand this
struggle have now greater responsibility. Their work has also
increased. Such people cannot afford to fall ill.

If you live in a separate room at the Ashram, you will soon be
well. In my opinion you should go to Abu and such places afterwards.
Y ou will have more rest if you live in aroom at the Ashram attended
by someone. | see no harm in your engaging someone in your
present condition. | would like you not to worry at all. It may be
necessary to make a fresh declaration for the Navajivan and Young
India.? Thisis because we are changing the premises. Y ou and Indulal®
may be required.

Vandemataram from

MOHANDAS
[PS]
Has the money been sent to Badrul ?
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 32693

146. LETTER TO JAGANNATH

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
[Before March 1, 1929]*

DEAR JAGANNATHJI,

| have your letters from Shikarpur and Sukkur. With the former
I received ahundi for Rs. 1,700/- which | have duly forwarded to the
treasurer at Calcutta.

! From the reference to the money to be paid to Badrul; vide “Letter to
Chhaganlal Joshi”, February 11, 1929.

2 For the declaration dated November 26, 1929, vide “Declaration of Trust”,
December 1, 1929.

® Indulal Y agnik

4 From the contents it is evident that the letter was written before March 1,
1929 when Gandhiji |eft for Burma.
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According to your letter which you wrote on the 17th instant from
Hyderabad, | ought to have received a cheque for Rs. 2,677-2-6
(which you say you have posted to Delhi on the 15th). | have up till
now, after | left you, received only one draft on the Punjab National
Bank for Rs. 2,009-4-0 which | received at Delhi and another hundi
for Rs. 1,700 which | got at Ahmedabad. | should therefore be much
obliged if you would kindly enlighten me as to whether you sent three
instalments and if so to make immediate enquiry about the cheque for
Rs. 2,677-2-6 which you say that you have posted to Delhi on the
15th instant.

We are leaving Ahmedabad for Rangoon via Delhi and Cal cutta
on the 1st March. We reach Delhi on the 2nd morning and take Delhi-
Agra-Calcutta Express which takes us to Cal cutta on the 3rd evening.
We take steamer on the 5th morning and reach Rangoon on the 8th.
Our address at Delhi is: C/o Lakshmi Narayan Gadodia, Gadodia
Stores, Chandni Chowk, Delhi.

Our Calcutta address is: C/o Satis Chandra Das Gupta, Khadi
Pratishthan, Sodepur (E. B. Rly.) And our Rangoon addressis: C/o Dr.
P. J. Mehta, 14 Moghul Street, Rangoon.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

From amicrofilm: S.N. 13320

147. INTERVIEW TO DR. JOHN MOTT*
[Before March 1, 1929]?

[DR. mOTT:] What do you consider to be the most valuable contribution that
India can make to the progress of the world?

[GANDHIJ:] Non-violence, which the country is exhibiting at the
present day on a scale unprecedented in history. But for it, there
might have been a blaze, for provocation of the gravest kind has not
been wanting on the side of the Government. There is no doubt a
school in the country that believes in violence, but it is a mere
excrescence on the surface and its ideals are not likely to find a
congenial soil in the country.

! Based on the report by Pyarelal
® The date of the interview, which appears to have taken place at the Ashram
on aMonday, is not ascertainable.
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What causes you solicitude for the future of the country?

Our apathy and hardness of heart, if | may use that Biblical
phrase, as typified in the attitude towards the masses and their poverty.
Our youth are full of noble feelings and impulses but these have not
yet taken any definite practical shape. If our youth had aliving and
active faith in truth and non-violence, for instance, we should have
made much greater headway by now. All our young men, however,
are not apathetic. In fact without the closest co-operation of some of
our educated young men and women, | should not have been able to
establish contact with the masses and to serve them on a nationwide
scale; and | am sustained by the hope that they will act as the leaven,
and in time transform the entire mass.

From this they passed on to the distinctive contributions of Hinduism, Islam
and Christianity to the upbuilding of the Indian nation.

The most distinctive and the largest contribution of Hinduism to
India’s cultureis the doctrine of ahimsa. It has given a definite bias to
the history of the country for the last three thousand years and over
and it has not ceased to be a living force in the lives of India's
millions even today. It is a growing doctrine, its message is still being
delivered. Its teaching has so far permeated our people that an armed
revolution has almost become an impossibility in India, not because,
as some would have it, we as arace are physically weak, for it does not
require much physical strength so much as a devilish will to press a
trigger to shoot a person, but because the tradition of ahimsa has
struck deep roots among the people.

Islam’ s distinctive contribution to India s national cultureisits
unadulterated belief in the oneness of God and a practical application
of the truth of the brotherhood of man for those who are nominally
within its fold. | cal these two distinctive contributions. For in
Hinduism the spirit of brotherhood has become too much philos-
ophized. Similarly though philosophical Hinduism has no other god
but God, it cannot be denied that practical Hinduism is not so
emphatically uncompromising as Islam.

What then is the contribution of Christianity to the national life of India? |
mean the influence of Christ as a part from Christianity, for | am afraid thereisawide
gulf separating the two at present.

Ayethere’ stherub. It is not possible to consider the teaching of
areligious teacher apart from the lives of hisfollowers. Unfortunately,
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Christianity in India has been inextricably mixed up for the last one
hundred and fifty years with the British rule. It appears to us as
synonymous with materialistic civilization and imperialistic exploi-
tation by the stronger white races of the weaker races of the world. Its
contribution to India has been therefore largely of a negative
character.

It has done some good in spite of its professors. It has shocked
us into setting our won house in order. Christian missionary literature
has drawn pointed attention to some of our abuses and set us a
thinking.

What has interested me most is your work in connection with the removal of
untouchability. Will you please tell me what is the most hopeful sign indicating that
thisinstitution is as you say on its last legs?

It isthe reaction that is taking place in orthodox Hinduism and
the swiftness with which it has come about. As a most illustrious
example | will mention Pandit Malaviyaji. Ten years back he was as
punctilious in the observance of the rules with regard to
untouchability as perhaps the most orthodox Hindu of that day.
Today he takes pride in administering the mantra of purification to
the untouchables by the bank of the Ganges, sometimes even
incurring the wrath of unreasoning orthodoxy. He was al but
assaulted by the diehard section in Calcutta in December last for
doing this very thing. In Wardha a wealthy merchant Sheth Jamnalal
Bajg recently threw open his magnificent temple to the untouchables
and that without arousing any serious opposition. The most
remarkable thing about it is that from the record kept in the temple of
the daily visitorsit was found that the attendance had gone up instead
of declining since the admission of the untouchablesto it. | may sum
up the outlook by saying that | expect the tide against untouchability
to rise still more swiftly in the near future, astonishingly swift asit has
already been.

Where do you find your friends? Do your get the backing of the Mussalmans
and the Christians in this work?

The Mussalmans and the Christians can from the very nature of
the case render little help in this matter. The removal of untouch-
ability is purely a question of the purification of Hinduism. This can
only be effected from within.

But my impression was that Christians would be a great help to you in this
connection. The Rev. Whitehead, Bishop of the Church of England Mission, made
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some striking statements about the effect of Christian mass movement in
ameliorating the condition of the untouchables in the Madras Presidency.

| distrust mass movements of this nature. They have as their
object not the upliftment of the untouchables but their ultimate
conversion. This motive of mass proselytization lurking at the back in
my opinion vitiates missionary effort.

There are conflicting opinions on this point . There are some who seriously
believe that the untouchables would be better off if they turned Christians from
conviction, and that it would transform their lives for the better.

| am sorry | have been unable to discover any tangible evidence
to confirm this view. | was once taken to a Christian village. Instead of
meeting among the converts with that frankness which one associates
with a spiritual transformation, | found an air of evasiveness about
them. They were afraid to talk. This struck me as a change not for the
better but for the worse.

Do you then disbhelieve in all conversion?

| disbelieve in the conversion of one person by another. My
effort should never be to undermine another’s faith but to make him
a better follower of his own faith. Thisimplies belief in the truth of all
religions and therefore respect for them. It again implies true
humility, arecognition of the fact that the divine light having been
vouchsafed to all religions through an imperfect medium of flesh,
they must share in more or less degree the imperfection of the vehicle.

Isit not our duty to help our fellow-beings to the maximum of truth that we
may possess, to share with them our deepest spiritual experiences?

| am sorry | must again differ from you, for the simple reason
that the deepest spiritual truths are always unutterable. That light to
which you refer transcends speech. It can be felt only through the
inner experience. And then the highest truth needs no commu-
nicating, for it is by its very nature self-propelling. It radiates its
influence silently as the rose its fragrance without the intervention of
medium.

But even God sometimes speaks through His prophets.

Y es, but the prophets speak not through the tongue but through
their lives. | have however known that in this matter | am up against a
solid wall of Christian opinion.

Oh, no, even among Christians there is a school of thought-and it is
growing—which holds that the authoritarian method should not be employed but that
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each individual should be left to discover the deepest truths of life for himself. The
argument advanced is that the process of spiritual discovery is bound to vary in the
case of different individuals according to their varying needs and temperaments. In
other words they feel that propaganda in the accepted sense of the term is not the
most effective method.

| am glad to hear you say this. That is what Hinduism certainly
incul cates.

What counsel do you give to the young men who are fighting a losing battle
with their lower selves and come to you for advice?

Simply prayer. One must humble oneself utterly and look
beyond oneself for strength.

But what if the young men complain that their prayer is not heard, that they
feel like speaking to brass heavens as it were?

To want an answer to one’'s prayer is to tempt God. If prayer
failsto bring relief it is only lip prayer. If prayer does not help
nothing else will. One must go on ceaselessly. This then is my
message to the youth. In spite of themselves the youth must believe in
the all-conquering power of love and truth.

The difficulty with our youth is that the study of science and modern
philosophy has demolished their faith and so they are burnt up by the fire of
disbelief.

That is due to the fact that with them faith is an effort of the
intellect, not an experience of the soul. Intellect takes us along in the
battle of life to a certain limit but at the crucial moment it fails us.
Faith transcends reason. It is when the horizon is the darkest and
human reason is beaten down to the ground that faith shines brightest
and comes to our rescue. It is such faith that our youth require and
this comes when one has shed all pride of intellect and surrendered
oneself entirely to His will.

Young India, 21-3-1929
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148. INTERVIEWS TO FOREIGN VIS TORS
[Before March 1, 1929]*

The first was with a British labour Imperialist. This fair visitor began
apologetically, “Of course you would like us to clear out of the country altogether.”

GANDHIJ: No, on the contrary | should like to keep the English
here, but on our terms—not as lords and masters but as true servants
of the people. In afree Indiathe English shall have to be content with
an equal status with the sons of the soil which means that they must
renounce the specia privileges which they at present enjoy as
members of the ruling race.

“But they may not like to remain here on those terms,” continued the fair
visitor, “and yet don’t you think that there is much that England can teach India-
certain things for which she has a special gift?” Gandhiji asked her to explain
further. She mentioned England’s political sense, her gift for evolving and managing
democratic institutions, which she could impart to India.

I question this claim to exclusive political sense that the English
arrogate to themselves. It is one of the greatest superstitions of the age
and the surprise to me is that even the most level-headed among the
English sometimes succumb to it. There is much in British political
institutions that | admire. But | am no fetish worshipper. 1 do not
believe that they are the paragon of perfection or that they must be
adopted by India at any price. The English have not been able to
make a perfect success of them even in their own country, much less
to demonstrate that they are the best model for the whole world to
adopt. There are Englishmen who admit that the mother of
Parliaments has not fulfilled all the expectations that were entertained
of her.

“The air of superiority apart,” interposed the questioner, “Which | believeis
merely on the surface, could not the English help Indiain certain things in which
Indiais deficient?’

| do not deny that England can help Indiain a variety of ways. |
only question her claim of trusteeship. What is excellent in British
political institutions is there for the whole world to see and copy. The
British need not come al the way to India as rulers to teach us
political wisdom. Whatever is worth adopting for India must come to

' Based on the report by Pyarelal
? The dates on which these interviews took place are not ascertainable.
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her through the process of assimilation, not forcible superimposition.
For instance the Chinese possess the cunning of the hand in painting
which is all their own. It is there for the whole world to admire and
imitate. You would not expect the Chinese to come and take
possession of England to teach to her the Chinese fine arts, would
you?

“No!” exclaimed the English friend, realizing the false position into which
she had unconsciously betrayed herself.

The conversation next turned on how the mutual relations between England
and India should be adjusted.

They should be adjusted on the principle that each nation
should refrain from a policy that might be in conflict with the interests
of the other.

The second was with afair American.... “Is the plight of the untouchable as
hard as that of the Negro in America?’ she asked.

There can be no true comparison between the two. They are
dissimilar. Depressed and oppressed as the untouchable isin his own
land, thereis no legal discrimination in force against him asit isin the
case of the Negro in America. Then, though our orthodoxy
sometimes betrays a hardness of heart that cannot but cause deep
anguish to a humanitarian, the superstitious prejudice against the
untouchable never breaks out into such savage fury as it does
sometimes in America against the Negro. The lynching of the Negro
is not an uncommon occurrence in America. But in India such things
are impossible because of our tradition of non-violence. Not only that,
the humanitarian sentiment in India has so far prevailed against caste
prejudice as to result even in the canonization of individual
untouchables. We have several untouchable saints. | wonder whether
you have any Negro saints among you. The prejudice against
untouchability is fast wearing out. | wish somebody could assure me
that the tide of colour prejudice had spent itself in America.

The third was with a highly educated Negro from South Africa. . . . Hewas very
much pained at the apathy of educated Negroes towards their own race. “ They become
altogether like aliens, they are lost to the race,” he bitterly complained. . . ."We are
crushed, trampled upon and oppressed. We do not know which way to turn. The bulk
of us are ignorant. The daughter of ignorance is poverty. The two processes go hand
in hand and move in avicious circle. Then there is the outside force, pitiless and
unrelenting like a blind force of Nature without any possibility of reprieve or appeal.
We feel stricken and overwhelmed. Instinctively we turn to India for a message of
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hope and deliverance, for we believe that India has a mission to fulfil with regard to
all the oppressed races of the world.” Gandhiji was deeply touched.

| had occasion to discuss this subject with the natives while | was
in South Africa. | told them that they had got to help themselves and
alwaysto work in the hope that help would come to them from
somewhere when the hour for it arrived. In the meantime they had to
prepare themselves for it by a process of self purification.

| see your point, but what we want to understand from you is how to relate this

inner process with the actual problems of the day that confront us—how to set this
process of self-purification in motion.

The first step is to turn the searchlight inward, to proclaim your
failings to yourself and the world. There is nothing so debasing and
demoralizing as to conceal your weakness and to profess to have
strength which you do not possess. The second thing would be to set
about boldly and fearlessly to purify public life. Unfortunately a
belief has today sprung up that one’s private character has nothingto
do with one’s public activity. This superstition must go. Our public
workers must set about the task of reforming society by reforming
themselves first. This spiritual weapon of self-purification, intangible
as it seems, is the most potent means for revolutionizing one's
environment and for loosening external shackles. It works subtly and
invisibly; it is an intensive process and though it might often seem a
weary and long-drawn-out process, it is the straightest way to
liberation, the surest and the quickest, and no effort can be too great
for it. What it requires is faith—an unshakable, mountain-like faith
that flinches from nothing.

Gandhiji thought that he had said enough and that the conversation was
finished, but the African friend sprang a big surprise upon him by telling him how
much interested he had been in India’s effort to revive the cottage industries of
spinning and weaving. He was, he said, anxious to introduce it among his own people
who were victims of the economic and moral consequences of unemployment and
idleness. What appealed to him most about spinning was its possibilities for
awakening and fostering a sense of solidarity and oneness among his people. “We
have some villages that grow their own food. We have experimentally begun to grow
cotton also. We now want to teach our people to manufacture their own cloth and thus
to make our villages practically self-contained. It will give us a new social vision,
and a new mass consciousness.” He was sure that spinning could become a most
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potent means for mobilizing race consciousness against imperialistic exploitation.
He inquired whether Gandhiji could send ateacher to South Africa. Gandhiji said his
son Manilal could teach spinning.

But | make a better and sporting offer. | would undertake to
take six young men here free of charge and give them afull course of
training here. Only they will have to accommodate themselves to the
discipline and simplicity of life that prevails here.

The African friend was pleased with the offer and said,” Certainly, my people
should lead a simple life. | shall certainly try to avail myself of your generous offer. |
hope to write to you from South Africa.”*

Young India, 28-3-1929

149. TELEGRAM TO SATISCHANDRA DAS GUPTA

DELHI,
March 2, 1929
KHADISTHAN
CALCUTTA
YOUR WIRE. WILL ATTEND  WITH PLEASURE.

GANDHI
From a photostat: G.N.8715

150. LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPAYYA

DELHI,
March 2, 1929

| hope to leave Bombay on the 5th or 6th of April and you will
please disengage me so as to be able to reach Allahabad on the 14th
May for the All-India Congress Committee meeting. | wish | could
have given you more time, but if | am to do all the work in front of
me for the year, what | have given you is really more than enough.
Please draw up a tentative programme and let me have it at Rangoon,
8 Pagoda Street. Do not draw up awhirlwind programme. Let it be a
business programme, avoid separate functions. Let all addresses be
presented at one place, i.e., at a public meeting. They should not be

' The two paragraphs which follow are not reproduced here. Under the caption
“Blessed are the Peacemakers’ they described the interview with an Australian.
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read, but copies should be furnished in advance. The originals should
be in Telugu and should be duly passed by the organizations that may
wish to present them. Copies of translations in Hindi should be
supplied to me. It is unnecessary to print them. Save every pie that
you can and save also my energy. Let me have plenty of time for my
correspondence and editorial work and rest.

I am sending you an advance copy of the note' that | have
written for Young India that really gives you much information.

My food does not now include goat's milk. It consists of
almonds, turned into paste, some fresh vegetable and lemons. No
other food is required.

Please instruct me where | should go first from Bombay.

Let me repeat what my hours are:

4 to 7.30 am. : No work to be taken from me.

7.30to 10 am. Y ou may have a programme.

10 am. to 5 p.m. :No programme.

5p.m. to 8 p.m. : You may have a programme.

My eating hours are 10.30 am. and 4.30 p.m. The usual hour is
5.30 p.m. In order to have time from 10 am. to 5 p.m.
uninterruptedly for my work and for my rest and for my meals, | am
altering the evening meal hour. No other time is suitable because |
don’t eat after sunset.

The Hindu, 7-3-1929

151. HOW TO CONQUER DES RE

A reader who is trying to conquer passion writes:’

There are many people in the position of this reader. It is
difficult to conquer passion, but it is not impossible. It is God’'s word
that he who conquers passion conquers the world and attains moksha.
So, we know that to gain a victory over passion is the hardest job.
Those who would conquer sexual urge do not admit that a great deal
of patience is needed to achieve results. We know how much
perseverance, patience and concentration are needed to acquire a
knowledge of the alphabet. From this if we apply the rule of three we

'Vide “Forthcoming Andhra Tour”, March 7, 1929.
2 The letter is not translated here.
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shall see that, in order to conquer sexual desire, we need myriad times
the patience, etc., needed for acquiring a knowledge of the alphabet.

So much for the patience. But we are equally indifferent with
regard to the remedy for conquering passion. We scour the whole
world in order to cure an ordinary disease, visit every doctor, do not
leave out even talismans. But we do not employ all the remedies to
cure a great disease like sexual desire. We tire after trying out a few;
on the contrary we even demand of God or the one who suggests a
remedy that, though we shall certainly not be able to give up a
particular thing, we should be cured of our lust. The reason is that we
are not really in earnest about getting this disease of sexual desire
cured. We are not willing to sacrifice our all for it. This weaknessis
the biggest hurdle in our way to victory. It is indeed true that such
urges are controlled in one who fasts, but the desire does not depart
without a vision of the Self. This verse' however does not mean that
fasting is of no use in conquering desire.

It means that we should not tire of fasting, and the vision of the
Self is possible with such determination and effort, so that longing will
also cease. Such fasting cannot be undertaken at the instance of
another person, nor out of hypocrisy. It should have the co-operation
of mind, speech and body. We can surely win the divine grace and
when that is gained there is bound to be an end to desire.

But prior to fasting, there are many easy steps to be taken. By
taking them, even though the desire may not be calmed, it will
certainly become weakened. We should avoid al occasions for
indulgence. We should cultivate a distaste towards it, for a sacrifice
without distaste will merely be external sacrifice and will not endure. It
is not necessary to say what constitutes indulgence. We should give up
everything that gives rise to desire.

The question of diet also deserves consideration in this
connection. That isavirgin field. | believe that he who wishes to
subdue passion should make a minimum use of ghee and milk. If he
can live on uncooked food, he should not take cooked food or should
take only alittle of it. Many fruits and a number of greens can be
eaten uncooked, and he should do so. The proportion of raw greens
should be very small. Sufficient nourishment can be had from two or
three tolas of raw greens. Sweets, condiments, etc., should be totally

' Bhagavad Gita, 1. 59.
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avoided. While | suggest this | know that brahmacharya cannot be
fully safeguarded by means of diet alone. But one cannot hope to
observe brahmacharya while one resorts to a diet that stimulates the
sexual urge.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 3-3-1929

152. BOYCOTT

In connection with the movement for boycott of foreign cloth,
one good sign is that Shri Jairamdas has agreed to resign his seat in
the Bombay L egislative Council and has accepted the secretaryship of
the Boycott Committee. Thisis an occasion for the reader to rejoice.
The Boycott Committee saw in Delhi itself the need for a secretary
who would think of this work all the twenty-four hours and devote
himself to it. | at once thought of Bhai Jairamdas. In my opinion, heis
well qualified for such work. | wrote him just a short letter* suggesting
that it would be a good thing if he resigned from the Legidative
Council for this great work. He sent me atelegram in reply informing
me that he would come and see me. Before leaving Bombay and
coming to see me he had made up his mind to resign. After some
discussions with me he has returned to Bombay in order to make
preparations and will have resigned from the Council by the 17th of
March. So his work as secretary can be said to have begun since last
Wednesday. | had not expected less then this from Bhai Jairamdas.

The boycott movement can achieve success this very year if we
all realize our duty from the sacrifice that Jairamdas has so promptly
made. It is my firm belief that the boycott of foreign cloth is the one
task which the nation as a whole can easily accomplish and which will
be highly effective. Everything else is simply futile. To those who
shake their heads | would only say: It is meaningless to shake one’s
head over atask which can be undertaken and accomplished.

This boycott will be a thousand times more effective than that of
the Simon Commission. The latter was necessary; there was some
awakening through it; but it did nothing to eradicate the poverty of
the people. The cure for that widespread malady is nothing but the
boycott of foreign cloth.

"Vide “ Letter to Jairamdas Doulatram”, February 21, 1929.
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It is not necessary to tell readers of Navajivan that this boycott
cannot be achieved without khadi.

To those who are engaged in the production of khadi | suggest
that the essence of boycott liesin production of khadi. They should
get busy in producing as much khadi and of as good quality as
possible, without bothering about its sale. For be it today or tomorrow,
it is certain that there is going to be an upsurge among the people
when all will ask for khadi. If the producers are unable to meet the
demand, they are going to suffer disgrace. They should not let this

happen.
[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 3-3-1929

153. WHAT DOES ‘CONSTANT WEARER' MEAN?

Everywhere there is a desire, more or less, to put into practice
the Congress resolution on the constructive programme. That there is
more of it in Gujarat is not surprising. This being the casg, it is
understandable that the workers seek clarification of the clause
regarding the wearing of khadi.

According to the constitution of the Congress, one has aright to
become its member even if one does not wear khadi, and one cannot
be prevented from becoming a member. But a member thus enrolled
cannot take part in the working of the Congress, its committee or
subcommittees, nor can he speak, vote at or contest the elections of
any of its committees, if he is not ‘a constant wearer of khadi’.
Therefore, as aresult of the khadi clause, one who is not a constant
wearer cannot enjoy any of the rights of the Congress and is debarred
from rendering certain kinds of service; for instance, he cannot
become a volunteer. In fact all privileges enjoyed by Congressmen
should be and must be in the form of service to be rendered by them.

Since | deduce this meaning, it is necessary to explain the
meaning of the phrase ‘constant wearer of khadi’. If we literaly
translate the equivalent English word, it means one who habitually
wears khadi. But anyone who is a habitual wearer is a constant wearer.
If the clothes of a constant wearer are stolen and he is unable to obtain
khadi immediately, he will wear whatever clothes he can get for the
time being, and will obtain khadi at the first opportunity. Despite this
he will still be regarded as a constant wearer. Hence a person who
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wears khadi only while attending to the work of the Congress, but on
other occasions wears foreign or mill-made clothes is not a constant
wearer. Similarly, one who wears foreign cloth inside and puts on
khadi on top is not a constant wearer. Likewise, a man who wears a
dhoti of mill-cloth and a cap and shirt of khadi is also not a constant
wearer.

In thisway, the meaning of ‘constant wearer’ in my view is quite
clear. How, then, should workers enrol members? My advice to them is
that if a non-wearer has faith in khadi and is prepared to wear it; he
accepts the Congress ideals and contributes 4 annas or yarn spun by
himself—they should explain the khadi clause to him and enrol him
as a member of the Congress. If alarge number of such members are
enrolled, they will have little to do in the way of exercising their right

except participating in the elections of the subcommittees. If they are
not constant wearers, they should forgo this right, help the Congressin
avariety of other ways and should, at the very first opportunity, begin
to dress in khadi from head to foot.

It isthe duty of the workers not to forget about the members
after enrolling them, but to keep a constant watch over them and to
persuade them to wear khadi. The workers should go out with them to
sell khadi from door to door and should familiarize themselves with
the latter’ s problems and resolve them.

The greatest difficulty in Gujarat is that of dhotis for men and
saris for women. Gujarat seems unwilling to spin fine yarn and it finds
khadi dhotis expensive. It is possible to produce dhotis in Gujarat if
we have the will. We do produce good cotton. In Gujarat, there isa
great awakening and there are volunteers also, as well as National
Schools. | have found from experience that those who card well can
also spin well. For drawing out fine and strong yarn we should have
slivers made of well-carded cotton. Carding has made the maximum
progress in Gujarat. Plenty of carding-bows can be produced here,
and there are also people eager to learn the work. But the will is
lacking. If Gujarat so desires, it can produce fine yarn quite soon. But
if it istoo lazy to do so, and also unwilling to pay for fine dhotis, the
men and women here should wear half-length dhotis of coarse khadi.

But all thisis meant for wise, sensible people and for khadi-
lovers. Where there is awill there is away. But where there is no will,
in spite of the way, we remain stone-blind. One who cannot dance will
find the ground uneven.

[From Guijarati]
Navajivan, 3-3-1929
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154. A BEAUTIFUL SATYAGRAHA

Something appeared in the newspapers about the satyagraha that
was offered in Mirg a few months ago. But what appears in
newspapers is incomplete and sometimes even incorrect, so | did not
pay any attention to it. But in this context, | came across the name of
Pundalik. I know him very well, since he has stayed in the Ashram,
and is afollower of Gangadharrao Deshpande. So | sent for all the
information from him. What he says deserves to be considered. |
therefore give the main portion of the letter below. The original letter
isin Hindi.*

We can well regard this smal satyagraha as having been
beautifully concluded. There are here three points worth noting. The
first is that the duty of the leader was only to maintain peace, because
that is the foundation of satyagraha. Secondly, the leaders did not
provoke the people to fight to satisfy their own vanity, and allowed the
panch appointed by the people to go to negotiate a settlement. This
means that the satyagraha leaders should be without pride. Thirdly,
there is no need whatsoever for the satyagraha leader to be a scholar, a
lawyer or a barrister. He should possess the qualities of truthfulness,
placidity, steadfastness, courage, simplicity, etc. The real leader of this
satyagraha was Pundalik. He cannot be regarded as an intellectual. His
knowledge of English is almost nil but he displayed all the requisite
gualitieswhich | have listed above.

But this work cannot be said to have been finished yet. The
remaining work is as important as the work already done. The
awakening of the people should be utilized to make them realize their
own condition, their own strength and their own limitations. Only then
can we preserve the gains achieved which would then spread in the
surroundings like the fragrance of flowers.

[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 3-3-1929

! The letter is not retranslated here. The correspondent had described how he
had successfully led a satyagraha movement in Miraj taluk against an unjust increase
in land revenue.
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155. AN IDEAL STUDENTS HOSTEL*

Since a conference about Hostels is to be held this month in this
city, | was asked to express my views as to what would be an ideal
hostel. | have been running students’ hostels since 1904 according to
my lights. | am therefore inclined to clam that | have some
knowledge and experience of how hostels should be run and
managed. Here, we would do well to take a wider sense of the term
‘hostel’. Every person who is learning anything is a student; and the
place where more than one such student lives | consider a students’
hostel.

The first and the most important condition for the success of
such hostels is that the superintendents must be men of good
character.

A hostel should never be alowed to degenerate into a mere
boarding-house, that is, a place where students live together for the
sake of obtaining their meals.

Students should cultivate a family feeling towards one another,
and the superintendent should take the place of a father. He should
take an interest in them, take part in their social life, and also have his
meals with them.

An ideal hostel would be almost more important to the student
than school. In fact, the hostel is the real school. In schools or colleges
the students get only verbal knowledge, while in the hostels they get
all kinds of knowledge. An ideal hostel should not be a separate
institution from the school; hence, both should be under the same
management, and teachers and students should live together. Thus, we
should make the hostels like home, and create in them ideal
conditions for growth and development such as do not obtain even in
real homes. Therefore, the thing to do would be to turn the hostels
into gurukuls.

There are many defects in our hostels. The reason lies in the fact
that students lack a sense of belonging to a family group, and those
who run them do not enter fully into the life of the students.

Then, these hostels should be outside the city limits, and all the
reforms which are considered necessary for the villages or cities
should be carried out in them, that is, there must be the necessary
arrangements for hygienic and sanitary living and the rules of such

! Thetranslation used here is from True Education, pp. 133-5.
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living should be strictly followed. An ideal hostel cannot be set upina
rented building. There should be good bath-rooms and latrines. The
building should be well-ventilated and have a garden attached to it.

An ideal hostel should be swadeshi in all respects—in the way
the building is constructed, furnished and decorated. There should too
be a reflection of village arts and crafts and way of life. The building
itself should be in keeping with our needs and our means, considering
the poverty of India. Thus, hostels, as built in prosperous and affluent
Western countries, cannot serve as models for ours. Climatic
conditions abroad and here differ. Hence, the type of building put up
must be in accordance with prevailing conditions.

There must be nothing in the idea hostel which might
encourage indolence and softness, or lead to waywardness. Therefore,
the food served there should be simple—as becomes the life of
seekers of knowledge. There should be regular prayers, and rules
governing work, rest and sleep.

Anideal hostel will be a brahmacharya ashram, i.e., a colony of
students living the life of brahmacharis. The word ‘student’ is of
recent origin—a modern word. The old word for a student—
brahmachari—is richer in meaning and connotes the ideal of student
life more truly. Brahmacharya or spiritual discipline—control of the
senses, purity of body and mind, and devotion to studies with aview to
attaining the Ultimate Reality—is absolutely necessary during the
period of study. In the rather topsyturvy conditions obtaining today, |
would like married students also, if admitted into the hostel, to observe
brahmacharya until the completion of their studies. This means,
among other things, that during this period they should live away
from their wives.

The reader should remember that | have described what would
be an ideal hostel. It is understandable that all hostels may not be able
to realize this goal. But, if the ideal described above is accepted as the
standard, every hostel should strive to reach it, and assess its
achievement by comparison with the ideal.

[From Guijarati]
Navajivan, 3-3-1929

158 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



156. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
Unrevised March 4, 1929

CHI. MIRA,
This sheet tells you where | am writing from.

Tomorrow takes me away from you for a far distance. My
third-class travelling is becoming a fraud in away. From Delhi | had a
whole compartment given to me and the party. There was thus greater
freedom than in the 2nd class and | had the satisfaction of having the
whole company with me. The separation pained me. The being
together gives me joy.

The Mandir is making visible progress, so | fancy. The joint
kitchen is becoming more and more popular, and | do not think, at
the end of the year, anybody would want to break it up. But let us see.

Do not be anxious about me. There are three services from
Rangoon per week. | hope to write to you therefore three times a
week. The sailings from Calcutta to Rangoon are Sundays, Tuesdays
and Fridays. So you too need not write more than three times per
week. The steamer always leaves in the morning.

Y ou will not forget to give me a summary of your work after
some time now. | want your informed opinion on the soft spindles
and a description of your improvements on the bow, also your digest
of comparison between the results of well carded slivers and what they
used to have before. | hope you are keeping a diary of these bare
experiences. | want you to treat your experiment scientifically.

| want you also to tell me from time to time all about the
morning and the evening prayers and what you sing there. And give
me also your final changes about food. | am attaching more and more
importance to your experiment, for | know you are accurate about
these things, and will not easily deceive yourself.

| have a curious party with me thistime. It includes a mad girl
graduate. She is the daughter of a well-known Tamil leader—Rajaji’s
friend. Last time | was in Delhi, she and her cousin came in to see me.
| suggested their coming to the Ashram for a change. The father
jumped at the idea. And there they are. In order to be able to look
after her more easily, | have cropped her hair. Now she and the cousin
are going with me to Burma. She will listen, if at all, to me and no one
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else. It isaserious responsibility. But it is God’'s, not mine. Then
thereis Champa with her two babies—Dr. Mehta's daughter-in-law
whom you know. Dr. M. wanted me to take her with me. | expect she
will be left in Rangoon. The rest are Pyarelal, Girdhari, Subbiah,
Mahadev and Purushottam. Mahadev arrives this morning. As
Purushottam was still somewhat constipated, | suggested his joining
me. He being with me, | am able to avoid the lights for the prayers. He
recites the Gita without any assistance.

| am more and more reverting to uncooked food. During the
journey | had raw vegetable, chopped up with bread. So bread was the
only cooked preparation. Fruit is now becoming a superfluity. Raw
green vegetable is proving a perfect and cheap substitute. Cabbage,
cauliflower or any bhaji serves the purpose. And one needs such a
small quantity when you eat the vegetable in araw state.

Love,

Bapru

From the original: C.W. 5348. Courtesy: Mirabehn; also G.N. 9404

157. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

Silence Day [March 4, 1929]*
CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

We arrived in Calcutta yesterday evening after a very quiet
journey. They had given us a whole carriage. The mad Rukmini is
also with us. Her father has given up all hope about her. | do not have
the courage to abandon her. Mahadev has not arrived yet. It isjust
seven in the morning.

Send Rs.500 from the Birla fund to Jawaharlal Nehru for
famine relief in U.P. The money will be spent in Allahabad through
Kripalaniji.

| see that people already feel the shortage of khadi. We are only
adrop in the ocean but we should produce as much khadi as we can.
If they can manufacture more in Chalala, let them do so. The stocks
which you will send will be bought up in no time.

Take firm measures in every department of the Ashram and
clear up things. It is necessary that we should not remain in a state of

' Gandhiji arrived in Calcutta en route to Burmaon March 3.
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constant fear. A firm decision in every matter will save us from many
difficulties.

Take care of your health.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]

Get Padmavati’s eyes examined in Dr. Harilal’ s' dispensary, get
the prescription for her glasses and send it to Sitla Sahay. He will buy
the glasses and send them to her.

Totaram’s eyes must be all right by now. | hope you have made
the necessary arrangements to enable Gangadevi to take sun-bath.

BAaPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N.5390

158. LETTER TO KUSUM DE3AI

CALCUTTA,
March 4, 1929
CHI. KUSUM,

| am expecting a letter from you today. But | must write this
immediately.

Travelling third class has become an easy thing for me. The
whole compartment was placed at my disposal from Delhi.

Meet your relations to your heart's content, look after your
health and return soon. But take as much time as you need.

Keep writing to the women at the Ashram.

| have afear that | have not yet been able fully to explain to you
that only a person who willingly accepts bonds becomes free from
bondage. But this needs to be understood at once. A ship without a
rudder is not free, it is tossed from this side to that and in the end
founders and is wrecked. It is at the mercy of the waves. On the other
hand, the man who marks his limits from the beginning can struggle
against the stormy sea of life and keep his calm. Ponder over this
carefully and then do what you think proper. | have not come across
anyone in this world freer than myself. But | have achieved my
freedom by binding myself, that is, by taking certain vows and

' Dr. Harilal Desai.
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observing them. | see that in this world we have got to bind ourselves
to many people. Thisis necessary for a being living in society. One
can live in society only if one so binds oneself. But enough of this
sermonizing. Perhaps you understand this as much as | do. But |
wrote all this thinking that you do not.

The mad Rukmani iswith me.* Her father has washed his hands
of her. When | met him he said: “If at all my daughter is going to
recover and live, it will be through you. | have given up all other
hopes. Please, therefore, keep her with you if you can.” What else
could | do after that?

Write truly reassuring letters to Prabhavati. Do not forget Ba,
Gangabehn and Vasumati.
Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1780

159. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

CALCUTTA,
March 4, 1929
CHI. PRABHAVATI,

Y our nervousness caused me pain. Y ou have to get rid of it. |
can get solid work out of you only when | can make you live
anywhere by yourself.

| hope you are continuing the study of the Gita. Don't let
anything tell on your health. Do take ghee if you feel the need.

Blessings from

Baru
[PS]
Rajendra Babu is here.

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 3336

"Vide “Letter to Mirabehn”, March 4, 1929.
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160. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, CALCUTTA

March 4, 1929

Asthe Congress has directed we must boycott foreign cloth, not
only British cloth but all foreign cloth. It will not do to boycott British
cloth alone, for it will find its way into the country along with other
foreign cloth. Bengali friends know this from their experience during
the swadeshi movement.

Indiais an extremely poor country. | wish to draw strength from
having the poor of India with me. That is why | place so much
emphasis on the propagation of khadi. The author of the Mahab-
harata has dwelt at length on the glory of serving the poor. Buddha
has also spoken of this. The people of India sorely need food and
clothing. Tormented by the pangs of hunger our countrymen have
been known to abandon their children. There is no remedy for their
suffering other than propagation of khadi. | have reached this
conclusion after having travelled all over India. | shall bow to the man
who can show an alternative way of removing the distress of the poor
millions of India. | shall accept him as my guru. The only way isthe
boycott of foreign cloth. | have the fullest faith in this measure.

I hope you will take off such foreign cloth as you may be
wearing and burn it here and now and collect all foreign cloth in your
homes and bring it to the spot indicated by the Congress and burn it.
And now please take off all your foreign cloth.?

(As my speech at the foreign-cloth-burning-demonstration
campaign at Calcutta on the 4th instant and the statement made to the
Press have a significance beyond the Indian border and as they define
the scope of the boycott campaign as also of civil disobedience, |
transcribe them below from the daily Press.

M. K. G)

FRIENDS,

| do not propose to transate what | have been saying in
Hindustani. It is sufficient for me to say that the boycott of foreign

! The meeting was held in the Shraddhanand Park.

% The three paragraphs above are a translation of Gandhiji’s speech in Hindi as
reported in Aaj. What follows is the report of his speech in English taken from Young
India.
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cloth, not merely boycott of British cloth, isin my opinion indispe-
nsable if we are to attain swargj in terms of the hungry millions.

The Congress accepted this proposition last year. The Working
Committee by accepting the scheme drawn up by me at its instance
has also set its seal of approval upon the proposition that | have laid
down before you. The Working Committee has invited me to shoulder
the burden of guiding its deliberations. | have faith in you, my
countrymen, | have faith in God. | have faith in the absolute
righteousness of this cause and so in fear and trembling and full hope
| have shouldered the burden and now ask you to share that burden
with me. This meeting is not of my seeking,you have chosen to call
this meeting, you have come here well knowing what is to happen
here. | hope that thisis a sign of your determination to lighten the
burden that | have shouldered. | do not want to argue out the pros and
cons of the boycott of foreign cloth through khadi. Remember that is
the proposition enunciated in the scheme. Before the Working
Committee would accept this scheme it wanted to subject me to afire
of cross-examination. The proceedings lasted for four hours and the
Working Committee was fully satisfied that this was the only thing we
could possibly do if we were to go through this programme during
this year and if need be wake up on the first of January next with the
whole country as Independencewallahs. If we are to achieve our
purpose thisis the only effective programme. | want you therefore to
be true to this programme and to yourselves. No longer deceive
yourselves and the country by crowding at meetings of this character,
by giving applause and then going away forgetting everything about
what might happen at such meetings. | want you to translate every
word that you say into effective action. | want you to pledge
yourselves not before me but before your God that henceforth you
are not going to use any foreign cloth, that you are going to give up
foreign clothes in your possession, that you will burn them even as
you burn rags in your possession which may require to be
disinfected,even as a drunkard suddenly become teetotaller empties
his cupboard and destroys every bottle of brandy and whisky in his
possession, ho matter what it might have cost him. Y ou will count no
cost too great against the causethe liberty and honour of your
country.
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But there is afly in the ointment. | have seen a notice served
upon the Secretary of the Provincial Congress Committee which
proceeds somewhat on these lines: That at this meeting no burning of
clothes should take place because it is an offence under the Police Act
or Police Regulations, whatever that may be called. The clause runs
after this fashion that no burning of straw or such other things can
take place in or near any public street or thoroughfare. Well, | have
been taxing my mind as to whether to call this Park a thoroughfare or
not. Two lawyers put their heads together—I do not count myself as a
lawyer, | am disbarred—they put their heads together and advised me
that by no stretch of meaning could this Park be caled a
thoroughfare. They drew my attention to another section in the Act
where a public street, a public thoroughfare and a place of public
resort were also mentioned. In this section the place of public resort is
specifically omitted. | can well understand this Park being a place of
public resort.

In this circumstance what am | to do? | accept this notice as one
served upon my humble self. | do not want to avoid the consequences
of thislaw. But today | do not appear before you as a civil breaker of
law, | do not appear before you as a civil resister, | do not want you to
commit at this moment a breach of any Regulation. I am quite
capable of breaking all the Regulations that may hurt my moral sense
but that time is not yet for me—that time may come tomorrow, but it
is not tonight. But | have got to discharge a public duty in front of
you and in interpreting thislaw as | do or as | am advised to interpret
it | venture to submit that this notice has no effect upon me, assuming
the argument that the service of that notice upon the Secretary is equal
to service upon me. If | am taken before a court of law, | make this
definite promise that | shall not raise this issue that the notice was not
served upon me. | claim thisis not a public thoroughfare, | claim also
that I am not doing anything that is dangerous. It is well known that it
is the settled policy of the Congress or rather of the Working
Committee. The Working Committee has got a duty to discharge. | am
amember of that Committee, | am the Chairman of the Boycott
Committee and | feel that | shall be running away from my duty if |
shirk this issue and avoid a prosecution against me.

If | am allowed to go away, | shal be going away
tomorrow and | shall return on the 25th or the 26th of this month
to undergo and stand a prosecution against myself for having
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undertaken to burn foreign cloth in a public park which | claimis
not a public thoroughfare. That is the important statement |
wanted to make before you. You are not burning, the act of
burning is by me and it will be on my sole responsibility. Y ou are not
hurt by being witnesses—I| wish you were hurt. But today the
campaign is not of civil resistance but one of conducting a
boycott, afierce boycott of foreign clothes, remaining aslong asit is
possible within the four corners of the law. | do not want you today to
be guilty, consciously or unconsciously, of a breach of laws of this
kind whatever some of those laws may be. You will get the
opportunity if you care to obey the directions of the Working
Committee when the proper time comes to break certain laws or all
non-moral laws of the country. But as | have said before, the timeiis
not yet and | do not want to precipitate that time and | do not want
also to anticipate that time. And if the Government will play the game,
if the police will play the game, | promise we shall settle our business
with Government without having to resort to civil disobedience,
without the public having even to resort to no-tax campaign which isa
part of civil disobedience. Believe me | shall strain every nerve to
avoid that issue. Speaking with a full sense of responsibility over my
shoulders, | know the tremendous consequences of civil disobedience
and of no-tax campaign in avast country like this—a country which
has undisciplined masses—but a man who is mad as | am now after
freedom, a man who is hungry after freedom—and a real hunger for
freedom is infinitely more painful than hunger for mere bread—has
got to take tremendous risks, to stake everything that he has in order
to gain that precious freedom, and it is because | am hungry for that
freedom—although | am on the threshold of death, | want to see
swaraj whilst | have still breath in me—that | want to take all those
risks. But at the same time | want to take every precaution and
therefore | shall plead with the Government and the powers that be, |
shall ask them to come to their senses.

But if you alone will help me we shall be able to avoid all these
risks and still find the dawn of freedom breaking upon us before the
31st of December next.

If you will [be truthful, if you will]' carry out honestly,
faithfully and completely the programme that will be set before you

! Portions in square brackets are taken from Anrita Bazar Patrika, 5-3-1929
and The Hindustan Times, 7-3-1929.
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from time to time | promise no heroic measures will be necessary
to be taken by you. Is boycott of foreign cloth such a heroic
measure? |s the putting of the Congress house in order such a
heroic measure? Is the registering of thousands upon thousands of
members for the Congress or the habitual wearing[of] khadi [on
the part of the rich and the poor] a heroic act? If you think these
are heroic acts | can honestly tell you that you do not know what
heroic acts are; heroic acts are made of sterner stuff. Do not run away
with the idea that the programme before you is heroic stuff. These
easy things have been placed before you for the simple reason that
you are millions against one hundred thousand men.

If we were not under the spell of hypnotism or if we were not
being acted upon by that great force [of] inertia, or want of self-
confidence, we would find it the most natural thing to breathe the air
of freedom which is ours to breathe. If we were not under this
hypnotic spell we would not have to go through even these easy
stages. [Try and do these things during this year and then come to me
and ask me, “Where is swargj?’ Y ou will not need coming to me. You
will find it within your grasp. The millions of the masses will smile
upon you. They will bless you for making a common cause with them
by understanding their real grievances. Therefore | ask you to do this.

| have faith in you. This notice from the Commissioner of
Police has enabled me to make my appeal to the authorities. | am here
to take therisk. | propose to burn the clothes that have been handed
to me and | want you before | perform the sacred ceremony to throw
al your clothes at me on the platform. Do not make any noise.]

No violence [or force] must be used so long as you want to have
me as a participator in this ceremony. | swear by non-violence—that is
my creed. | can see no other way open to me to regain my freedom.
[So long as you choose to have me in this campaign, in spite of my
creed, so long do | plead with you to observe the law of non-violence,
you will find that you have done well.]

The responsibility for this act of burning is entirely on my
shoulders—please remember too that we want the boycott of foreign
clothes and not merely of British clothes. Let that confusion be
dispelled from your minds. Take it from me that the men who have
been a party to this scheme are not thoughtless men. They went into
the question of foreign clothes versus British clothes and they came to

VOL.45: 4 FEBRUARY, 1929 - 11 MAY, 1929 167



the conclusion that the proper thing was boycott of foreign clothes. |
do not want to go into the question of the Indian mills; they will take
care of themselvesif you will take care of khadi. [Otherwise the mills
will be a halter round your neck.]*

Aaj, 8-3-1929, and Young India, 14-3-1929

161. STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

[March 5, 1929]?

| was pained and amazed at the uncalled-for and wholly
unnecessary police interference, especially after the speech that |
delivered in connection with the burning of the foreign clothes. Out
of consideration for the Commissioner of Police | went out of my way
and delivered my speech in English so far asiit referred to the burning
incident.

| had full hope that, after the clear statement | made that we were
not out for breaking any laws by way of civil disobedience but that we
did not accept the interpretation put upon the clause in question of the
Police Act, there would be no attempt in interfering with the burning.
| have alittle experience of the Police Actsin many other parts of the
world. Unless there is imminent and grave danger, the police never
interfere with acts of the public even though these may amount to a
breach of laws and regulations. They summon them before a court of
law and it isthe most natural thing for a police that are humble
enough to recognize their limitations to seek redress through courts of
law instead of taking the law into their own hands. They know that
tonight there was no danger imminent, there was not certainly serious
danger, the crowd was quite peaceful and responsible men were in
charge of the whole demonstration. They knew that the demonstration
was a part of a big public campaign and on the top of that they had
the clearest possible pronouncement from me. The act of burning too
had actually taken place and | was confident that the police were there
merely to watch when all of a sudden | saw them with their big sticks
shoving out the crowd that surrounded the fire and then with their
sticks putting the fire out.

! The speech was followed by a bonfire of foreign clothes. Shortly afterwards
the police entered the scene and put out the fire. Vide also the following item.
? The statement was issued at 2.30 am.
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What followed | need not describe. | was not able to watch all
the things that were going on around me, surrounded as | was by
friends, but | saw that there came a stage when the police used their
sticks against the crowd. | have since understood from Sir Charles
Tegart that some constables were hurt with brickbats more or less
seriously. | am sorry to hear this. | hear from my friends that
members of the public also have been more or less seriously hurt.

By alittle tact, by alittle forbearance, by following the tradition
of civilized police all the world over, the whole of the scene could
have been avoided. | could have understood the police interfering
with the burning of foreign cloth if there was a proper prosecution, a
proper interpretation of the Act, and if in defiance of such
interpretation by a court of law we had in pursuance of a plan of civil
disobedience or otherwise persisted in the burning ceremony.

| am glad that though the police have, in the high-handed
manner | have described, interfered with public demonstration, they
are prosecuting® me and those who took part in setting fire. |
recognize the courtesy of the Commissioner of Police in not insisting
upon the trial tomorrow and in stopping it till my return from Burma.
It was but right that he should expect me to give him an undertaking
that till this case is decided there would be no burning of foreign cloth
in Calcutta public squares. After consultation with the local Congress
friends | have already given that undertaking and | hope that the
public will scrupulously respect it.

Let me, however, make it perfectly clear that this does not mean
a stoppage of boycott demonstration, of collection of foreign cloth or
even of burning it. The undertaking means that pending the
authoritative interpretation of this particular section of the Police Act
there shall be no burning in Calcutta public squares and naturally in
the public streets of Calcutta. But whenever it is considered necessary
and whenever the Congress authorities so decide they will not hesitate

! At about 11.15 p.m. on March 4, Gandhiji was intimated by the Assistant
Commissioner of Police that he was required to appear before the Court of the Chief
Presidency Magistrate at 10 am. on March 5 and was asked to sign a recognizance
bond. Gandhiji said he “could not sign such a bond for promising to appear in court
on Tuesday as it had been previously arranged that he would |eave for Burma on that
day . . . he could not disappoint thousands who expected him in Burma. The Police
might take the responsibility of preventing him from going there. If the Police liked
they could arrest him.” Later in the early hours of March 5, Gandhiji signed a personal
recognizance bond of Rs. 50.
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to burn collected foreign cloth in private places or in places that
manifestly do not come under the section in question even in
accordance with the

interpretation sought to be placed upon it by the Police.

| shall be very much surprised indeed if after the unwarranted
and premature interference by the Police with the demonstration at
Shraddhanand Park the whole of the people do not discard foreign
cloth and complete the boycott. The most effective answer to this
interference would be for the people in mofussil and the people of
other provinces to collect all the foreign clothes available and consign
them to the flames. | have given many an anxious hour to this
guestion of burning foreign cloth. I know some friends differ from
me but if it is afact that foreign cloth means the largest drain on the
country’s resources and the enforced pauperization of the starving
millions, then this foreign cloth, charged as it is with such poisonous
germs, deserves only to be destroyed.

Forward, 5-3-1929, and Young India, 14-3-1929

162. THE ETHICS OF BURNING

[March 5, 1929]*

It will be aslate as March 17 before this article isin the reader’s
hand. | write this on the steamer on my way from Calcutta to
Rangoon, so that the spectacle of what took place on March 4 in
Shraddhanand Park is still fresh in my mind. | hope that the lathis of
hundreds of thousands of policemen will not be able to extinguish the
fire that was kindled in that park on that day.

For dharma will not be extinguished by anyone trying to do so.
Once it manifestsitself in a man’s heart, it does not perish even when
his body perishes. The fire of dharma lit by the world’'s men of
destiny, prophets, and Hindu and Muslim saints has continued to burn
even after their bodies have perished.

But some may ask: Can burning of clothes be dharma? It is my
humble opinion that the dharma of burning clothes can be proved.
We burn or bury a body from which life has departed. We burn the
things which have been contaminated. He who discards liquor will
throw it away. However costly the ligquor, when one has given up

' Gandhiji left Calcutta for Rangoon on the morning of March 5.
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drinking, one will not commit the sin of selling it to another. If costly
things are contaminated by the plague, they are burnt. It has been
regarded as a dharma to do so. The Johannesburg Municipality did
not feel hurt in burning down the expensive building of the market
and the provisions contained in it when the plague broke out in
Johannesburg. It considered it a duty to do so. There may well be a
difference of opinion on the necessity of consigning these things to
the flames. But even those opposed to it will concede that burning
may become a dharma for those who believe that it is necessary to do
so. Likewise, it is my humble view that it is the dharma of every Indian
to burn foreign cloth. After the insolent and cruel performance of the
Calcutta police, that dharma has acquired a new urgency. Those who
before that event had doubts about the need to burn foreign cloth
should have none after it.

No one will doubt that it is our dharma to boycott foreign cloth
which has impoverished out country and through which over 60
crores of rupees are drained out of India every year. If this is
conceded, what are we to do with the boycotted cloth if not burn it?
Some say that it should be given away to the poor. Those who make
this suggestion do not see that thereby they insult both themselves and
the poor. They insult the poor when they consider them inferior to
themselves, and insulting the poor they insult themselves. Do not the
poor have self-respect? Do they not want swaraj? Why should we give
to the poor a thing which we regard as infected? We do have the mean
habit of offering to the poor left-overs from our plates. Shall we add
to that meanness by giving them the clothes which we ourselves have
discarded?

Let us consider what sort of clothes they are. The clothes | have
burnt till today comprised handkerchiefs, clean or unclean black caps,
neckties, collars, socks, thin long shirts, blouses, fine saris, etc. What
clothes out of these could one give to the poor? And how strange
would it be to create in the poor a fondness for them ? If we do so,
how shall we seek to boycott foreign cloth?

And, finally, no one can doubt the necessity of the bonfire after
that scene at Shraddhanand Park. | had told the police that there was
no intention of breaking the law for the purpose of burning foreign
cloth. Only after the lawyers had given their opinion that the police
had not correctly interpreted the section of law on the basis of which
the order prohibiting the burning was issued, was it decided to burn

VOL.45: 4 FEBRUARY, 1929 - 11 MAY, 1929 171



clothes in that park. Despite this when the police attempted fruitlessly
to put out the fire merely to annoy the people, the latter were certainly
agitated and then started burning at many spots in the park. And that
led to some exchange of blows between the police and the people. |
believeit will be agross insult to Indiaif, even after such insolence,
foreign cloth is not burnt in every home in every village. After this
action of the police, people should have confidence in place of
whatever doubt they may have had about the success of the boycott.

[From Guijarati]
Navajivan, 17-3-1929

163. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI
Tuesday [March 5, 1929]

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

| got your letter. How could | expect to take rest in Calcutta?
Last night | could go to bed only at about two. | am writing this letter
on the ship on the 5th . The events in Calcutta have been fully
reported by Mahadev in Navajivan.

Y ou did well in speaking firmly to Y ashodabehn. In a matter in
which we have no doubt that we are following dharma, it is not wrong
to be hard; on the contrary we ought to be so. | had only been joking
about her hair. | had told them all that, if Rukmini felt afraid, others
should be ready to part with their hair. Such things are bound to take
a secretary’ stime. Y ou should not believe that it is wasted.

Do not mind if the arrangement for the technical school* is for a
year. The reason behind thisis not distrust, it is Jamnalalji’s cautious
nature. Even if the reason is distrust, you need not worry about the
matter.

Apart from suspiciousness and a tendency to be hasty, | have
seen no other defects in you. These two defects will disappear in the
course of time, for from the very first day that | came to know you |
have observed you to be hard-working and straightforward. | have no
doubt that you will succeed.

It is fixed that we shall return to Calcutta on the 24th . The case
in on the 26th. | wish to take the train to Ahmedabad on the same

day.
' Khadi Technical School
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Whether | shall succeed or not is a different matter. “1 do not know, O
Lord of Janaki, what will happen tomorrow morning.” Who had
anticipated what happened in Calcutta?

Blessings from
Baru
[PS]
Y ou will see from what | have stated above that | shall barely

reach the Ashram on the evening of the 28th or the morning of the
29th. | shall have to leave for Kathiawar the same evening.

BAaPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5564

164. LETTER TO PRABHUDAS GANDHI

Tuesday [March 5, 1929]*

CHI. PRABHUDAS,

| have your letter and the translation. | do not mind your having
written along letter. | am going to entrust to Kaka the job of revising
your translation. | had wanted to compare your virgin pure style of
language with our style, particularly with my adulterated style. That
has been done. Y ou have not been able to achieve as natural a style of
language as | had expected you would. Maybe your being
over-careful has made the languageartificial or perhapsit only seems
so to me. | am now thinking of entrusting to you ajob of quite a
contrary nature. The purpose is to see how much you can improve my
translation from the point of view of language:

1. The Gita does not follow the present style of writing. We find
in it one and the same thing elaborated in all the chaptersin different
ways. Out of all that, we may accept what appeals to our heart. This
much, at least, is clear that the first thing is to attain a state of
actionlessness, and then faith in knowledge. The state of actionlessness
bears fruit in the heart opening to knowledge. But even when we have
attained both, if thereis any trace in us of ‘I-consciousness’, that state

! From the reference to Gandhiji’s mentioning the sea journey (last sentence);
Gandhiji left Calcutta for Rangoon by sea on March 5, 1929, aboard the steamship,
Akonda. Also, March 5 was a Tuesday.
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would not be of complete self-surrender to God. A rasik* may work
without attachments but even a particle of knowledge may not touch
his heart. One may have both knowledge and non-attachment in
action, but if one does not at all have faith in something Divine, the

sense of ‘I’ will certainly not disappear. Have you not observed
anyone with such a condition of mind?
2. This guestion of the sense of ‘I’ is quite relevant here.

Ultimately, everything has to be given up. How, then, can we avoid
bringing it in? It is our intellect which makes the distinction between a
last and afirst step. That is the cause of lack of utmost purity in us,
and that is the reason why we are unable to reduce ourselves to a zero.
Such a state cannot be cultivated by an intellectual effort. This applies
to you. But you should not make yourself unhappy by so applying it
to yourself. “Learn it by worshiping the feet of the teacher and
questioning him again and again and by service.? Anyone who wearies
of again and again asking till he has thoroughly understood, will be so
much the loser.
3. ‘Will belost” means *will lose both the worlds'®.

4 But being unable to describe God’s ways, man resorted to
words like ‘delusion’ and ‘maya’*, etc., and that seems right. He who
acts under a delusion, does not believe that he is deluded. If Arjuna
had acted in conformity with his nature, he could not have been
described as acting under delusion, but if he had acted contrary to his
nature, he could have been so described. Mirabai let herself be ruled
by God and therefore sang ‘| let myself be pulled as He wills'. Arjuna
resisted [Shri Krishna] for a while and therefore believed that he was
being misled. What else could [Shri Krishna] do but threaten him [that
he would be lost]?

5. | see nothing wrong in the meanings you have given to the
terms abhakta® and bhakta®. Those meanings would not have
occurred to me.

I like what you have written regarding prayer because | seefrom
it that you do not wish to deceive either me or yourself. | also see that
you have still not understood the meaning of prayer. But it isin no

! A person with attachments

% The reference is to the Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 1V, verse 34.

® The practical aswell as the spiritual

“Illusion

®*One who has no devotion to God and one who has, respectively
® ibid
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way your fault. Even we elders have barely begun to understand it,
that is, if we have understood it at all. Though seniormost among the
elders, | certainly do not understand its full meaning. What | have is
the greatest faith in it, and hence | cannot have the least doubt about
its usefulness. Without mentioning your name, merely on the basis of
your question, | explained the meaning of prayer during the two days
| spent in the Ashram. Prayer saves you from impure thoughts; that is
no small benefit of prayer. But that is only the first step. It is not that
while praying one has to remain absorbed only in the meaning of the
prayer for, when one is realy absorbed in the prayer, one is not
conscious of its meaning. In a state of purest prayerfulness, we arein a
state which is beyond meaning. In that state, we are aware only of
God. Language becomes an obstacle at such atime. | am unable to
describe this state of mind. The purpose of prayer is to be
single-minded in devotion. The purpose of collective prayer isto be
single-minded in devotion collectively and the individual has to lose
himself in the group. The individual loses himself or herself in the
group and the group loses itself in God. What is the meaning of
reciting of Aum or Ramanama? The shlokas and other verses we recite
at prayer time have the same meaning as Aum and Ramanama. | have
not the shadow of a doubt that those who recite the prayer in this
spirit, will attain the supreme state of peace. He who lives in the social
group, must have no aversion to social work, that is, collective prayer.
He who loses himself in God, sees the whole world