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Foreword

Tue mistory of India of the last forty years is inextricably
wound up with the life story of Jawaharlal Nehru who will be
completing his threescore years and ten on the 14th November
1959. It is, therefore, appropriate that the various facets of his
life and character, work and achievement are brought out
in a series of articles by eminent personalities to mark this
happy occasion. A4 Study of Nehruis a valuable addition to the
literature that has grown round his name.

Jawaharlal is the greater son of a great father who, when
handing over charge of the Indian National Congress as its
President to his son in 1g2g, declared the father’s wish and
uttered a prophecy in Persian:

Harche Pgdar natawanad
Pesar tamam Fkunad.

It means: What the father is unable to accomplish, son
achieves.

And so it has been. The Swaraj, to the attainment of which
Motilal Nehru had dedicated the last years of his life, was
achieved after he was gone, the son playing a leading role in
the struggle.

Jawaharlal Nehru drew inspiration and guidance from)
Mahatma Gandhi, but it is not as if he was a dumb follower. 3
On many an occasion he differed and made his own substantial -
contribution to the making up of the programme which
Mahatma Gandhi followed. Those who are familiar with the |
history of the Indian National Congress know how on many
an occasion he was able to give important turn to Congress
policies. It was not without reason therefore that Mahatma
Gandhi named him as his successor, knowing full well that
while Jawaharlal differed from him in some important respects,
he was firmly fixed in the most fundamental elements of his
thoughts and ideas.



Vi FOREWORD

Since Independence, which unfortunately coincided with
Gandhiji’s disappearance from the scene, Jawaharlal has}
played a most important role in framing the internal as welli
as external policies of the country. In fact, except in one
respect, namely the integration of the princely States, his has
been an almost exclusive role both in framing and executing
the national programme. He, more than anyone else,
has been responsible for planning and making the country
Plan-minded.

In the domain of foreign policy, Jawaharlal has evolved
from India’s age-old principles of non-violence and tolerance,
the theory of Panchshila, which has been accepted by many
countries of the world, big and small. It is idle to speculate
what Mahatma Gandhi would have done with the armed
forces of his country if he had lived to carry further his own
ideals. It redounds to Jawaharlal’s credit that he has managed
to reconcile idealism with the realistic demands of the situa-
tion. It is no small matter to get the principle of peaceful
co-existence accepted even while large armed forces are main-
tained. Undoubtedly the tremendous progress of science andé’
technology has made it possible, if not necessary, even for big’
powers to think in terms of peaceful co-existence by presenting:
them with the inescapable choice between co-existence and
non-existence. '

Jawaharlal is essentially a man of science and technology,!
with undoubted faith in their progress and achicver.nfants.
All the same, at the back of it all, there is in him a spiritual
strain which is marked. While placing full reliance on the
development of science and harnessing scientific kno?vledge
for the eradication of misery and poverty, he is conscious of
the limitations of such material progress without sul?nu551on
to some kind of spiritual principle.

Jawaharlal is a man of culture in the widest and best sensef ','Y
of the expression. He is a man with ideas'l?orn of studY of]
books and widespread contact with men, Indian and foreign.
His emotional nature and his innate independenc.e of th(.)uglft .
have helped him in developing 2 style of expression whl.ch 1S
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direct and captivating. He is a gifted writer wielding the pen
as an artist.

He is a man of ideals aiming principally at raising that
part of humanity, in particular, which inhabits India. He
is a2 man of independence of thought and action, and he is not
afraid to express himself. He is a man of determination. When
he has once set his heart on a particular objective, he will
work for it for all he is worth and will not count any sacrifice
too great for it.

Above all, he is human. It is this milk of human kindness
which underlines and inspires all his work in connection with,
and for the furtherance of] his social programme. The dominant
idea underlying such a programme is genuine and real sympathy
for the underdog. While this natural humaneness inheres all
his noble efforts, he is also subject to some of the nobler failings
and weaknesses natural to it. He is loyal — loyal not only to
ideals but also to individuals.

All in all, here is a man the like of whom treads this earth '
but rarely and only in a crisis. He has been born and has lived
in a critical period in India’s history, and has played his part
nobly and well.

May he live long to see the trees he has planted in such
plenty bear fruit, is the prayer of one who has been a privileged
co-worker for the greater part of each other’s lives ‘and
practically through the whole course of their political careers.

RajenDprA PrAsaD
Vijayadasmi, Samvat 2016.
11¢h October 1959.






‘The Project

For THE purpose of assessing and evaluating the great experi-
ments that are being conducted in our country in diverse
fields—social, economic, cultural—and in regard to interna-
tional relations a study of Jawaharlal Nehru, principal director
and organiser of these experiments, was decided upon by
Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. about six months ago. The
result is the book A Study of Nehru published on the occasion
of his 7oth birthday.

This study will not only help future historians to under-
stand contemporary happenings in their proper perspective
and to appreciate the basic thoughts behind them, but also
provide guidance and food for reflection to future admin-
istrators and planners.

Jawaharlal Nehru is essentially a democrat in action and
even more so in thought, although he was brought up in an
aristocratic tradition and has all the potentialities of a dictator.
The motivating force of his approach to all problems is high
idealism. Equality to him is the inner core of democracy.
He is full of ideas; and new situations always find him con-
centrating on one or more of such ideas with singleminded
devotion. As an idea begins to take wings, he welcomes
criticism by all, experts and others, and gives it a concrete
shape, often adjusting it to the criticism, perhaps un-
consciously. This constitutes the secret of his more successful
schemes.

Nehru’s democratic methods have earned the country rich
dividends. He has maintained its secular character in spite
of the upsurge of emotions aroused by the great killing after
partition and resultant migration of several millions of people.
India’s national consciousness and sense of unity have conti-
nued to grow even after the linguistic division. Nehru has
been able to make even the khadiwallas, who are the prota-
gonists of village self-sufficiency, realise that application of
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science and modern technology is essential for the economic
uplift of the country. S

Nehru has recently launched upon a great experiment of
decentralisation of power from the State authorities to the
panchayats in the villages. This is going to lay a solid founda-
tion for our edifice of democracy. New social changes and the
underlying concepts supporting ‘them, will, henceforth, be
subject to the scrutiny of the democratic forces thus created,
which alone can determine the shape of future policies in
keeping with the high traditions of the country. ‘

Since the time .of Ashoka;-India has never been so large an
administrative unit, ruled by one centre and dominated by
one central figure, as it is today. That central figure is
Jawaharlal Nehru. He is the repository of our democratic
inheritance. In the domain of philosophy India has known
since time immemorial the highest freedom of thought. Here
man has been viewed as the sole arbiter of his destiny, working
his way to salvation and Godhood through his own efforts.
This philosophy of man’s individual grandeur is our greatest
heritage. When the division of labour degenerated into the
formation of vamas, high and low, great revolutionaries in
social thinking like Mahavir and the Buddha emerged to
regenerate democracy. In the political field too, India had
a.tradition of democracy, though it was largely of a regional
type and though it was often eclipsed because it lacked the
broad base of nationhood. ,

 Today Nehru’s democratic rule embraces 400 millions of
people in different stages of material and spin’t\.lal advance-
ment and open to influences from inside and outside. T. h.e .task
of making democracy a living force in the lives of these rm%hm?s
and at the same time securing their material prosperity 13
his unique privilege. —

Democratic planning has to.be distinguishe'd. frf)m totalita-
rian planning. It has to inspire individual initiative, prevent:
wasteful channelisation of resources and create conditions for
economic development through individual .and cooperative
efforts and. also through the agency of the State with ifs
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emphasis on collective endeavour. In substantial sectors, the
State has already been accepted as the only instrument of
economic and social activity. But planning should not result in
substituting the State for the individual. Germany and Japan
are fine examples of democratic planning. When policies which
would enthuse people to work for the plan are not drawn up
or their spirit is marred in the process of translating them
into_action planners and administrators blame democracy
for their shortcomings and .suggest tighter authoritarian
controls. At times it seems as if Nehru would succumb to
this suggestion, but democracy has such a hold on him that
he can resist such pressure.

My first association with Nehru was when, fresh from college
and being greatly enthusiastic about industrial development,
he asked me to become a member of the Industrial Planning
Committee established under his chairmanship. by the Indian
National Congress. In the course of many contacts with him
I always found him extremely human, ever anxious to appre-
ciate the view-point of others and ready to help.

Nehru is the flowering of the best of what India has inherited.
He is also the embodiment of our future hopes and aspirations.
May his leadership continue for many more years to guide
India towards the realization of its cherished dreams.

I am grateful to the President of our Republic for writing
a foreword to this Study and to the many distinguished states-
men and men of light and learning for honouring us with
their contributions. I thank Mr. J. C. Jain, the General
Manager, our staff and particularly the editor, Dr. Rafiq
Zakaria, for the success of this project.

SHANTI PRASAD JAIN
Naint Tal,
15tk October 1959.






Preface

A Siudy of Nehru, though issued on the occasion of his 7oth
birthday, is not a felicitation volume. It is a many-sided
assessment of the man and his life. It is unusual both in its
conception and in its content. Starting with a fairly long
biographical sketch, which serves as a background to the
succeeding sections, the book contains 62 contributions on
various aspects of the Prime Minister’s personality.

There are “Impressions and Reflections” of some of the
most eminent world figures, who speak about Nehru from
their personal contact with him. Then there are “Intimate
Glimpses” of him by his relatives and firiends. These are
followed by “‘Appraisal and Analysis™ of his work and achieve-
ment by many prominent public men, at home and abroad.

In the two succeeding sections a number of experts, both
foreign and Indian, discuss and analyse Nehru's foreign and
domestic policies. In “Facets and Aspects”, which is primarily
a non-political section, several people distinguished in different
walks of life, throw light on his interest in literature, arts and
culture, tribal people, religion, science, education and history.

The cartoons add a light touch to an otherwise serious study.

In the last two sections an attempt is made to present both
a factual and a pictorial record of Nehru’s crowded life. In
arranging the different sections and articles some overlapping
was inevitable. But the reader will appreciate that, by and
large, they are based on a rational demarcation.

In acknowledging my deep gratitude to the President of our
Republic and to the distinguished contributors, I must express
my profound sorrow at the passing away of Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike and Mr. George Padmore after they favoured
us with their valued contributions.

For sponsoring the project and giving me the opportunity
of being associated with it, I am grateful to Mr. Shanti
Prasad Jain, the Chairman of Bennett, Coleman & Co., and to
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his brother and colleague on the Board of Directors,
Mr. Shriyans Prasad Jain. My gratitude is all the more for the
complete freedom they gave me in the choice of contributors
and in the editorial work. This study could not have been
completed in such a short time but for the initiative, dynamism
and sustained interest shown by Mr. J. C. Jain, the General
Manager of The Times of India and allied publications. I am
specially thankful to him for his guidance, unstinted help and
unflagging personal encouragement in the day-to-day progress
of the project.

To Mr. K. C. Raman, the Production Manager, I am
indebted for the technical excellence of the volume and the
speed with which and the accomplished manner in which
it was produced despite many delays and handicaps. Finally
I must acknowledge the considerable assistance of Mr. T. K.
Seshadri, 2 member of the Editorial Staff of The Times of
India. T am grateful to him for his valuable suggestions at every
stage.

I%Iy thanks arc also due to the Press Information Bureau
and the Films Division of the Government of Indig for lending
some valuable photographs. Also to Karsh of Ottawa for the
photograph appearing on the jacket and to Baron for the
frontispiece. : :

RAFIQ ZAKARIA

Bombay,
October 22, 1959.
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AN ESSAY IN BIOGRAPHY



A biographical account of Nehru, tracing the progress of
his many-splendoured life before and after independence, is
given in this section. It is primarily meant to be a rapid
background study to facilitate an intelligent appreciation of
the succeeding sections which dissect and evaluate Nehri's
life and work from one perspective or the other. )



Rafiq Zakaria

A Many-Splendoured Life'

IN 1929 when Jawaharlal Nehru was rising in all his youthful
splendour as the new star in the political firmament of India,
Gandhiji, whose word was law unto his people, spoke of him
thus: “He is as pure as crystal; he is truthful beyond suspicion.
He is a knight sans peur, sans reproche. The nation is safe in his
hands.” Since then Nehru has received—as he himself has
admitted—in abundance and extravagance the love of his
countrymen. They have idolised him; they have worshipped
him. Even in the inaccessible tribal areas, his name is a house-
hold word; to the illiterate villagers he has become almost
a god. To most Indians he has symbolised everything that is
good and noble and beautiful in life. Even his faults are admir-
able; his weaknesses, lovable. In a land of hero-worship he
has become the hero of heroes. To criticise him is wrong; to
condemn him is blasphemous. In the days of the struggle
against the British, he was the arch-rebel who inspired the
people; in his role now as Prime Minister he is the embodiment
of their hopes and aspirations. They may be dissatisfied with
his party; they may be unhappy under his Government, but
such is their devotion to the man that he is not blamed for
anything. He must remain above reproach. Like the Pope in
the middle ages, Nehru has become infallible :

O! he sits high in all the people’s heart :

And that which would appear offence in us,

His countenance, like richest alchymy,

Will change to virtue and to worthiness.

3 |30



4 A STUDY OF NEHRU

o I— EARLY CHILDHOOD

Even in his birth which took place at Allahabad near the
Chowk, in quarters known as Mirganj, on November 14, 1889
Jav;vaharlz}l. was most fortunate. His father was Motilal,
a Kashmiri Brahmi.n with a Roman appearance, and hi;
motheli, Swarup.ram, a gentle and noble lady steeped in the
})cst Hindu traditions. They gave him not only their affection
in plenty—he was “Nanhe” or the “little one” to them—but
also an aristocratic training with the latest Western stamp.
As a leader of the Bar, Motilal had all the wealth at his
command; as a friend of the British officials, he was familiar
with their style of living. In the result, he was anxious
to bring up his son as a gentleman in the then accepted
sensc of the word. He was so particular about it that he
did not like to spoil Jawaharlal by sending him to a local
school. He, thercfore, entrusted his training exclusively to the
carc of Europecan governesses and later to European tutors.
From his childhood, therefore, Jawaharlal had the best of both
riches and the new culture.He was born in luxury and bred in
affluence.

When Jawaharlal was about ten, Motilal moved into a
palatial house on Church Road near the University which he
named “Anand Bhawan”; it had a huge garden, two beautiful
swimming pools and all the amenities and comforts of modern
life. In its luxurious scttings Jawaharlal found amusement;
his pastimes were swimming, horse-riding, cricket, etc. .How-
ever, being the only child—his sister, Vijayalakshrm’xt'as
born when he was eleven—the new residence did not diminish
his loneliness. There were no companions of his age to play
with him and therefore the bigness of the house made him feel
still more lonely. Then there was the patriarchz_:ll sl'la‘dOW of
his father, affectionate but domineering, awe-inspiring but
still grand to look at, which enveloped his life. He did not

have to ask for anything. He was a spoilt child. Nor was he
anything; decisions for him were
had no reason to complain against
waharlal became

ever required to decide

made by his father and he
them. That is why even in later years when Ja
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a leader and almost lived with millions of his people he could
not shed his loneliness, or his vacillation. Today also he remains
a lonely man, often hesitant and rather indecisive.

Of his many friends who used to visit their house frequently
in those days the nearest to the family was the late Tej Bahadur
Sapru; he was like a little uncle to him and though both of
them later plunged into politics taking different paths, their
affection for each other remained unchanged. From his death-
bed on December 2, 1948 Sapru wrote to Nehru: “....I must
be prepared for the end soon. I must bless my stars that I
have seen the freedom of India with you at the helm.”

Of the early confidants of his father, Munshi Mubarak Ali
was closest to Jawaharlal. He was, to use Nehru’s own words,
a “‘sure haven of refuge whenever I was unhappy or in trouble™.
The Munshi amused the boy by telling him stories and playing
pranks with him; he, however, had no hold over him. The
real influence on Jawaharlal during this very formative period
was of his Irish tutor, the youthful Ferdinand T. Brooks who
was a theosophist and a disciple of Annie Besant who had
recommended him for the job to Motilal. For nearly three
years until Jawaharlal sailed for England with his father,
Brooks taught him at “Anand Bhawan’ and laid the founda-
tion of his future make-up. In his outlook on life, however, the
teacher was more a Hindu than a Westerner; he believed in
plain living and high thinking, was a strict vegetarian and
rarely touched alcohol.

In particular Brooks inculcated in Jawaharlal love of read-
ing; the young disciple found great delight in books by
Scott, Dickens, Thackeray, Wells and Mark Twain, and
also the Kipling and Sherlock Holmes stories and the fables
of Lewis Carrol. Brooks also developed in him a love for poetry.
Furthermore, Jawaharlal used to be thrilled by the mysteries
of science and spent many hours with Brooks in a laboratory
that they had managed to set up in “Anand Bhawan”.

Because of Brooks, Jawaharlal also became interested in
theosophy and made some study of religion including Hindu
mythological tales and their inner significance. He was
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initiated into the Theosophical Society by Mrs. Besant personally,
but Jawaharlal was more attracted to her by her silver-tongued
oratory than her theosophical mission. He loved to hear her
at public meetings and became almost enamoured of her
charm and brilliance. Intelléctually, she exercised—perhaps
morc than his father—a most domineering influence on
Jawaharlal. Otherwise it was under the grand umbrella of
Motilal with all his pride, imperiousness, grandeur and even
ferocious temper that Jawaharlal grew up. His mother, who

was a pocm in sclf-effacement, provided a feminine and conse-

quently a softer touch, but the hand that cast the boy was that
of the father with the result that the attachment between the

two was always deep and strong, and survived all the political

differences that later arose between them. '

II — HARROW, CAMBRIDGE AND LONDON

For Motilal who almost doted on Jawaharlal, his son’s
future was of great concern; he had made up his mind to put
him in an exclusive British public school and after long deli-
beration, he decided upon Harrow and through his influential
English fricnds was able to get his son admitted there. Accord-
ingly, when Jawaharlal was hardly fifteen, his father took him
to England and personally put him at Harrow. Fo_r two years
the boy remained in the school, but made no par.ucular ma-rk
there. Quict and reserved by nature, he took httlfa pz.art in
extra-curricular activities except for sports and enlisting in the
volunteer corps. Sometimes he indulged in r(.)wing and occa-
sionally went mountaineering. Otherwise by his own admission
“he was never an exact fit”’ at Harrow. In his studies, hf)\vever,
he did not lag behind and once or twice even topped his forrr,l,
for which he received prizes. One such prize was Tfevelyan ;
biography of Garibaldi. He read it and was much 1r}i1iprf;:0-
by the Italian hero’s deeds. As he later wrote 11}1J ; s -
biography ‘‘visions of similar deeds in India came be (‘)zr;eres;
of a gallant fight for freedom”. In ,:Harrow hc. tOOk.SOfnC 1 o
in British politics, but was more l.nterffsteq in awi’uotn’h‘é e
had just then caught the world’s imagination. In fact, ;
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so thrilled by it that he dreamt of paying soon a week-end
visit to India by air. Perhaps his love of air journeys, which he
has made so often and so widely throughout the world, dates
back from that time. Though at Harrow his contemporaries
included scions of many distinguished English families, he
did not develop any personal friendship with them. He re-
mained aloof and confined himself to his own work. Though
Jawaharlal retains some love for the institution, it is doubtful
whether he really imbibed the so-called Harrow spirit or
cared much about it in later life.

In the autumn of 1907 Jawaharlal went to Trinity College,
Cambridge, which in the 19th century and earlier was regarded
as the training ground of British Prime Ministers. He took
natural science tripos, though in second class, and studied
chemistry, geology and botany. In Cambridge, however, he
came out of his shell a little and read books on literature and
politics. He was particularly impressed by the Fabians and
took pains to understand modern economic theories. He
became familiar with socialism, but was not particularly
drawn to it then. His political thinking, if any, was essentially
of a nationalist type—more Tilakite than Gandhian in its
approach. Racialism created far greater resentment in him
than the plight of the underdog.

From Cambridge Jawaharlal moved to London and joined
the Inner Temple to qualify for the Bar. At first there was
some talk of his competing for the Indian Civil Service, but
it was soon abandoned. Motilal wanted his son to be a barrister
and to succeed to his lucrative practice; he did not like the
idea of employment, even if it were of the imperial kind.

In London Jawaharlal found enough leisure ; the law studies
did not entail much work; and there were so many attractions
to occupy his time. He had ample allowances; he could always
get more if he wanted. He ate well; he dressed well; his clothes
were tailored in Bond Street; he frequented the best of places;
he moved in aristocratic circles; he visited social clubs and
saw plays and ballets. To quote his own words, “I enjoyed life
and I refused to see why I should consider it a thing of sin.”
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He was attracted by a kind of cyrenaicism — “the desire for a
soft life and pleasant experiences”—-—partly because of his
youth and partly, as he has revealed, because of “the influence
of Oscar Wilde and Walter Pater”.

‘Hence by the time Nehru had qualified for the Bar in the
summer of 1912, he had become a typical British public school
product — handsome and elegant to look at, gay and carefree
in his attitude, polished and urbane in his manner albeit a
little snobbish towards those whom he considered socially his
inferiors. As at Cambridge so also in London he participated
neither in dcbates nor in other student activities; even from
the Indian Majlis he kept himself aloof. The summer holidays
he spent in touring other parts of Europe, where he moved like
a prince, from place to place, motoring, ski-ing, sight-seeing
and wandering. Life to him — then as now, though in a
different context — was an adventure of absorbing interest,
where there was so much to be done, so much to be seen.

At last after a stay of seven long years Jawaharlal returned
to India in August, 1912. In between he had no doubt visited
his parents twice—once in 1906 and again in. 1908. ]?.ven
while returning finally he did not entertain the idea of either
entering politics or leading the kind of life the quure' held for
him. As he himself disclosed during his first trial in 1922
“Less than ten years ago, I returned from England after 2
lengthy stay there. I had passed thr.ougy the usual course of
public school and university. I had lmbll?ed mos.t of th:::1 I()ir.e-
judices of Harrow and Cambridge :'md in my likes aIn L 1;-
likes I was perhaps more an Englishman t}}an an In 1ad:
I looked upon the world almost from an Englishman ds St?lnin
point. And so I returned to India as much pre'_]ul 1?3 -
favour of England and the English as it was possible for

Indian to be.”

IIT — AT THE BAR AND MARRIAGE

The India to which Nehru returned was somewhat different

from the one he had left behind se‘ven.year§ earl
was the aftermath of the Bengal “anti-partiion

rlier. There
agitation
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and the fight between the moderates and extremists in the
Congress. Then there was the excitement among the rich and
educated about the Minto-Morley Reforms. These develop-
ments, however trivial they may look in retrospect, were
important enough then and must have made some impact on
Jawaharlal’s mind. Though brought up in the British tradition
or rather because of it he hated the racial superiority dis-
played by the British in India. Their overlordship created
a sense of resentment in him. Also, his father had begun
to take part in politics by joining the moderates with
the result that Jawaharlal could not keep himself completely
aloof from it. Nevertheless he took the legal profession seriously
and devoted much time to it so that he could make his mark
at the bar. He joined his father’s chambers and studied his
cases, ransacking the law for him, and going through all the
plodding, which is the lot of a junior. Somehow he was not
able to make much of an impression; whether it was due to his
own deficiencies or the overpowering personality of Motilal
who was then the unchallenged leader of the bar or whether
he found the atmosphere as he put it “not intellectually
stimulating’, the bar did not satisfy him. He found it dull,
drab and almost lifeless. Gradually he began to find an outlet
in politics and like most educated Indians of those days in-
dulged in arm-chair discussions on current affairs. He had
already attended the Bankipore session of the Congress as
a delegate but he found nothing interesting or invigorating in
its deliberations. The following year he joined the U.P. Con-
gress Committee, but in its activities also he hardly took any
part. For some time he was attracted to Gokhale’s Servants
of India Society, but he hesitated to join it, because it specialised
more in a kind of missionary work which did not have much
attraction for him. Because of his father, Jawaharlal received
public attention wherever he went, but he was still so shy and
reserved that he kept to himself. In fact, it was in 1915 at a
public meeting in Allahabad that he made his maiden speech.
This came as a pleasant surprise to Sapru, who was present
at the meeting ; immediately after the speech he rushed to the
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platform and kissed Jawaharlal openly. In 1917, however,
more because of the Home Rule agitation unleashed by Tilak
and Mrs. Besant, Jawaharlal was awakened to the realities of
the Indian situation and started thinking seriously about them.
Moreover, Mrs. Besant always exercised almost a hypnotic
influence on Jawaharlal. He admired her bold and fearless
revolt against the British; in particular, her arrest in 1917
moved him greatly. : :
Meanwhile, life at “Anand Bhawan® went on in the usual
luxurious manner. Apart from his father there was his mother,
ever proud of her young son; and his two sisters—Vijayalak-
shmi and Krishna, growing ever more fond of their elder
brother, who was an embodiment of grace and charm. For
some years his parents had been on the lookout for a suitable
bride for Jawaharlal, but it was not until he was twenty-six
that they finally decided upon Kamala Kaul, the daughter of a
well-known Kashmiri business man belonging to the same
Brahmin sub-caste. The girl was hardly seventeen then and
like a doll — demure, slim and tender. The parents were much
impressed by her; and so they selected her for fcheir’ son and on
February 26, 1916, Jawaharlal was married at De}h1 in lavish
and grand manner, the like of which even the capital had not

scen before.

IV — PLUNGE INTO POLITICS

Though interested in politics, Nehru’s plunge nto 1t was
a rather reluctant one ; it was more the circqms.tance than any
personal urge that brought him into }.)l:lbllc %1fe. True,' as a
member of the bar he indulged in political fil'SCUSSlonS-, as a
sensitive Indian he resented the rule of the British and.did not
like the idea of being considered a slave to them. But 2(11(}110,1;
rather than talk appealed to him; that was .wh}f G:}? g}l} :
struggle in South Africa evoked more interest in him than |

Congress proceedings. ' _ )
‘ Itgxiras tl())r the first time in 1915, as a Tesult of1 th.e fox;rvril:h

tion of a Kisan Sabha by Madan Mohan Malaviya it

the object of ameliorating the plight of the peasantry
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the U.P., that he became somewhat active and started
thinking seriously of political work. The same year, in the
last week of December, he met Mahatma Gandhi at the
Lucknow Congress, but their meeting was casual and did not
produce any particular effect on Jawaharlal’s mind though
even at that time he had developed some respect for the
Mahatma’s sincerity and boldness, if not for his orthodox
approach or appearance. It was the kisan movement which
began to engage more and more Jawaharlal’s attention
as he slowly took to public activities. In 1918 he became
the Vice-President of the Kisan Sabha and toured Oudh
exhorting peasants to fight for their rights and for the
betterment of their lot. As a result of his contacts with them
his outlook on life as also his whole mode of living changed.
He discarded wearing suits and started putting on achkan.
He gave up moving in cars and went walking to villages,
sometimes even barefooted. He gave up European food and
ate with the farmers whatever they cooked and gave him. He
spent several nights in their huts and did not mind sharing
his life with them. This was too sudden and too much of a
transformation in Jawaharlal for the liking of his father who
was still too attached to the Western style of living. He did
not mind his son’s participation in the kisan movement, but
he was opposed to such a complete identification with their
rustic lot. He, therefore, argued with his son and tried to
persuade him to take a more constitutional attitude, but the
son had seen too much poverty and misery to be satisfied with
that kind of an approach. He wanted action. He had, there-
fore, no interest in the controversies between the moderates
and the extremists or the differences between the Hindus
and the Muslims. At the Lucknow session of the Congress in
1916 he was, no doubt, a witness to a rapprochement between the
Congress and the League, but it made no impress on his mind.

It was then that Gandhiji entered the political scene and
gave a new call to his people. He did not talk of submission or
loyalty, but of assertion of people’s rights. Jawaharlal liked
his politics. There was a call for action in it, an emphasis on
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shedding of fear and braving troubles. Gandhiji wanted tc
fight first for the vital needs of the poor and said that all the
graces and ornaments of life would follow thereafter. Foi
India’s toiling millions his message was one of “eternal vigil”;
'he declared that his mission was to wipe away every tear from
every eye. To such a message Jawaharlal could not fail tc
respond and hence in spite of the initial opposition of his
father who dreaded the idea of his son languishing in a British
jail, Jawaharlal plunged heart and soul into the non-
cooperation movement launched by Gandhiji. Those were
the days of protest against the Rowlatt Acts; and Nehru took
full part in organising India-wide hartals on April 6, 1919
These resulted, however, in the notorious Jallianwala Baugh
massacres in Amritsar a week later and horrors of martial
law administration in the Punjab. Nehru was horrified at these
developments and began to identify himself more and,morc.
with the movement. Under his pressure, even Motilal relefltec
and gavc up his lucrative practice. In the inquiry comuittec
that the Congress sct up into these tragedies notonly Jawaharla:
but Motilal and C. R. Das took active part. .
On account of what Jawaharlal had seen in the Punjak
ined to fight the
and heard from the people, he was determine ‘ g
British and to end the slavery and disgrace of his peop}g aI;l[f
was young; he was sensitive; and he had. become politic y‘
alive. To him the fight represented an ideal; and he Y}?
prepared to die for it. Morcover, he was attracted by b :]
method of that fight. Ashe put it, “The 1flea of non-coopera or
is simple enough, clear to the meanest }ntellect, but none o
ised it, excepting partly durnng the
less few of us had realised 1t, P b call to
Bengal partition days, till the Mahatma 1s S it
action. Evil flourishes only because we tolerate an , carry‘
the most despotic and tyrannical government Canb::i 3 o
on because the people it governs themselvgs: su T ate
England holds India in bondage because In 1an]saﬂﬁShPmIe‘
with the Englishmen and thereby streng?henf forcign rule
Withdraw that co-operation and the fabmc1 0ho o aking
collapses.” In the result Nehru went the whole hog
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a success of Gandhiji’s new movement which consisted primarily
in shedding fear of the British by picketing at liquor shops,
giving up the use of foreign goods specially cloth, and by
renouncing British titles and awards and even by boycotting
courts, colleges and schools. It was a novel method of non-
cooperation. But to Nehru’s mind, it was more than a plan
for action; there was a touch of romantic dynamism about it.
However, as the movement was in full swing an incident
occurred in Chauri Chaura in the district of Gorakhpur in
Nehru’s home province in February, 1922 when an infuriated
mob set fire to some police chowkies and burnt twenty-one
policemen including an inspector ; this upset the apostle of non-
violence so much that he called off the struggle. For Jawaharlal
it was too much. He became not only angry with Gandhiji but
almost furious. He was in jail at that time having been arrested
earlier and imprisoned for six months. He did not know what
to do. Frustrated and depressed, he wrote to Gandhiji and gave
him a piece of his mind. Gandhiji, however, was unrepentant.
To him, non-violence was a creed; he, therefore, could not
countenance any exhibition of violence by his people. For
Nehru it was a matter of expediency. He used non-violence
because it suited the peculiar conditions in India; he was not
prepared to sacrifice freedom at its altar. On his release Nehru
found awaiting him a different world than what he had left
behind. There was frustration and dissatisfaction everywhere.
More than 8,000 people languished in jails, and many more had
braved lathi charges and given up their schools, colleges and
professions. But what was the result? The British grip on the
people had become tighter and there was little hope of an
immediate revolt. Early in 1924, Mahatma Gandhi took
seriously ill and was convalescing at Juhu. Nehru accompanied
by his father had several talks with him. He, however, returned
more hopeless and despaired of the future.

V — HINDU-MUSLIM TENSION

There was another development which troubled him greatly
at this time : the worsening of Hindu-Muslim relations. Against
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the backgreund of unity that was brought about by Gandhiji
and the Ali Brothers during the non-cooperation and Khilafat
movements, it was heart-breaking to see communal riots sully di-
flerent parts of the country. First came the tragic Moplah riots of
1920 and then similar outbreaks in such towns as Delhi, Nagpur,
Lucknow, Shahjahanpur, Allahabad and Jabalpur—most of
them in Nehru’s home province of the U.P. In 1924 the tragedy
reached its peak at Kohat in the North-West Frontier Province,
where more than a hundred persons were killed. In a desperate
cffort to stem the tide of communal hatred Gandhiji embarked
on an almost perilous fast of twenty-one days. It resulted in a
unity conference and eased the tension to some extent, but
Jawaharlal was not much impressed. by these sentimental
efforts. He looked at the problem rationally and in its economic
context; he was anxious that the Congress leadership should
also tackle it accordingly. His proved to be a voice in the wilder-
ness and found little support even among his colleagues. The
communal situation did not necessarily deteriorate but it never
really improved; in fact, until the British left, Hindu-Muslim
conflict became a regular feature of Indian life. In a letter to his
friend, Syed Mahmud, who later became a minister in his Cabi-
net, Nehru poured out his heart, “I do not attach much inr'lp‘ort-‘
ance to political squabbles, but the communal frenzy is awful to
contemplate. We seem to have been caught in a whirlpool of
mutual hatred and we go round and round and down and
down this abyss.” Nehru developed a hatred for religion and
declared that religion had become like “the old man of the sea
for us”; it had not only “broken our backs but stultified and
almost killed all originality of thought and mind”. He was
convinced that unless India got rid of “this terrible burd.en )
it could not “breathe freely or do anything useful”. In __thls 'h.e
made no distinction between the “legitimate”. and “illegiti-
mate’ offspring of religion. To Lenin re%igion r.mght have been
‘“the opium of people” ; to Nehru it was just poison.
dll)eeplliessed agd fI;ustrated at the turn of events Nebru foun?1
.ome solace in municipal affairs. In 1923 he was elected
~hairman of the Allahabad Municipality and he approache
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his work with vigour and enthusiasm. He became the General
Secretary of the Congress and busied himself with organisa-
tional matters; he continued in that position until the end of
the presidentship of Gandhiji in 1925. After a two-year recess,
he was again persuaded to take it up in 1927 and remained
as the General Secretary until 1929 when he was elected the
Congress President for the first time. The municipal experience
was not pleasant, but it proved instructive and gave Nehru a
peep into the working of administration ; it was there that the
foundation of his future role as an administrator was laid.

Though the relations between Nehru and Gandhiji at that
time were rather strained because of the difference in their
outlook and approach, it did not bring him politically nearer to
his father and C. R. Das, who advocated constitutional
agitation. The fight between the “pro-changers” and ‘“no-
changers”, as the cooperators and non-cooperators were
called, was at its height then, but the younger Nehru found no
interest in it, nor was he enamoured of fighting the British in
the council chambers as his father was. He kept aloof from
these controversies. His father also never pressed him to take
any part in the Swaraj Party which he along with Das had
organised as a group within the Congress.

For his part, Jawaharlal had enough organisational
work on hand; and he occupied himself with it. In 1924
Mohammed Ali became the President of the Kakinada session
and though Jawaharlal was not eager to continue as the General
Secretary, the President-elect forced him to do so. The Maulana
remarked, ““It is just because some members of the Working
Committee distrust and disiike your presence as Secretary
that I like it.” The two got on very well despite their difference
in approach, particularly to religious beliefs.

As Jawaharlal became less involved in political activity, he
found a little more time to devote to his family affairs. Twenty
months after his marriage, his only child Indira was born,
but Kamala became weak and developed an infection of
tuberculosis which troubled her greatly in the following years
and eventually took her life. In 1925 Kamala’s condition
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suddenly became serious and she had to be kept for months in
a hospital in Lucknow. Jawaharlal was much disturbed and
Spent many an hour with his ailing wife. Her health did not
improve and ultimately on the advice of his friend Dr. M. A.
Ansari, who later became Congress President, Jawaharlal
decided to take her to Switzerland for treatment. In March,
1926 Jawaharlal with Kamala and their eight-year-old daughter,
Indira, sailed from Bombay for Switzerland via Venice.

VI— TRIP TO EUROPE
Accompanying them during their trip to Europe, were his
sister Vijayalakshmi and her husband, Ranjit Pandit. Later,
Jawaharlal’s second sister, Krishna, also joined them. Nehru
intended to stay in Europe for six or seven months, but as
there was little improvement in Kamala’s health he had to
delay his return until December, 192%. However, t.his l.ong
sojourn in the West had a tremendous effect on his mind.
It widened his horizon and broadened his vision. As the
late Narendra Deva had testified, “....it is deﬁnitf: thz?t
he came decisively under the impact of socialism during his
sojourn in Europe in 1926-27”’. Though holidaying, he 1.1t1hsed '
the period for a serious study of political and economic pro-
blems. Mostly, he remained in Switzerland because of Kamala,
but he visited France, England, Belgium, Holland, Germany and
lastly the Soviet Union as well. In Brussels he represented th;
Congress at the anti-imperialist Congress of Oppresse
Nationalities held in February, 1927 and made va!uable con-
tacts there ; these were of great benefit to him. In their compialny
he found a new vigour and hope. In one of her letters to I}I e ;:11
in Europe, Sarojini Naidu rejoiced “that your soul has fou
its chance to renew its yout}lz and g}org’.
Of the interesting people he met in kur
one was Romain Rglland, the biographer of Gandhljl,danlcrlntohsi
other was Earnest Toller, with whom Neh}'t.l developed 2 ‘
Moscow visit Jawaharlal per
personal attachment. For the Mosc s Burone
i ed the family in pe,
suaded his father, who had by then join : Tore
icipated as official guests 1n
to accompany them. They participate

ope, two stood out:
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tenth anniversary celebrations of the Bolshevik Revolution,
On their arrival in the Soviet Union they were given a great
welcome; they missed the mammoth parade in the Red
Square but, otherwise, they had a full programme. Though
Nehru and his father visited only Moscow and were there for
about four days, the visit had a great impact on Jawaharlal.
He became more sympathetic to the Soviet Union, more
understanding of the role of the communists and keen on
developing Indo-Soviet friendship. On his return he wrote
articles in the form of “random sketches and impressions™ of
the Soviet society for the Indian press, which showed his deep
sympathy and even affection for the Russians. As he told his
countrymen, ‘“The contrasts between extreme luxury and
poverty are not visible, nor does one notice the hierarchy of
class or caste” in the Soviet Union. In particular, he was
impressed by the simplicity of the life of Soviet officials and
members of the Communist Party and by their campaign to
eradicate illiteracy and poverty and their jail reforms. He also
admired the manner in which they had tried to solve their
minorities problem. As he put it, “It is difficult to draw any
final conclusions about anything Russian at this stage but it
would certainly appear from the progress made in the last
five years that the problem of minorities has been largely
solved there.” He applauded their efforts to establish equality
between the sexes. Lenin was no more but in the well-known
mausoleum he found in his remains “a strange beauty”,
even his eyebrow looked ‘“‘peaceful and unclouded”. Nehru’s
tribute to the Soviet leader was unequivocal. To quote his
words, “By an amazing power of will he hypnotised a nation
and filled a disunited and demoralised people with energy
and determination and the strength to endure and suffer for
a cause.” He was also clear about Indo-Soviet relations.
He emphasised, “Russia again cannot be ignored by us because
she is our neighbour, a powerful neighbour, which may be
friendly to us and co-operate with us or may be a thorn in our
side. In either event we have to know her and understand her
to shape our policy accordingly.”

2



18 A STUDY OF NEHRU

As Kamala’s health improved, Jawaharlal was anxious to
return. He sailed for India, but this time he came back not so
much a nationalist as a socialist determined to give a new
content and meaning to Indian nationalism, as much economic
as political.

VII — SOCIALIST TREND

From Europe Nehru returned via Colombo and from there
arrived straight in Madras to attend the Congress session.
In its deliberations he took full part and sponsored many
resolutions, particularly on foreign affairs; from then on, he
emerged as the Congress spokesman on international develop-
ments and in his voice there was a new direction. Moreover,
he committed the Congress to the goal of “complete national
independence”, by making it pass a resolution to that effect.
Gandhiji was not present when this happened, but when
- he came to know of it, he rebuked Nehru. He thought that
“the Congress stultified itself by repeating year after year
resolutions of this character when it knows that it is not capable
of carrying them into effect. By passing such resolutions we
make an exhibition of our impotence. We have almost sunlf
to the level of a school boys’ debating society.” Gand.hijl
was also disturbed by the violent tone of Nehn%’s radica-
lism; he told him so in several letters, and sometimes even
publicly. . . .

Jawaharlal, however, did not give in easﬂ?f. He’was too fu
of the new ideas that he had imbibed during ¥11s European
tour and too impatient to put them in practice. Gandhiji
realised this and moaned, “Differences between you and me
appear to be so vast and so radical that there seems tc: be ,E?
meeting ground between us. I cannot conceal-fg;n; }(;uablz
grief that I will lose a comrade 50 valiant, so fa_lt. ul, s 2ble
and so honest that you always have bec?n; but in serving

iT be sacrificed.” But despite
. cause comradeships have got to oo
these differences there was no break between 11t)he tx;l cz,the
usual, adjustments were made and the master broug

erring disciple round.
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After the Congress session Nehru made a country-wide tour
addressing hundreds of meetings and presiding over several
provincial conferences. Because of his emphasis on socialism
he also came nearer to labour and was elected, almost without
his knowledge, President of the All-India Trade Union
Congress. So far he had aligned himself with the peasants;
now the workers also looked to him for a lead. He was able
to give a new content to the national struggle, which was both
radical and socialistic. He emphasised that thie fight against
the British was not only political but economic. From the
youth, whose unchallenged leader he became, he demanded
action. He sought for ““the dynamic element” in Indian revolu-
tion, and made no secret of the fact that it was “‘the function
of the youth to supply it”.

Nehru could not have found a better time to propagate his
new ideas. India was in ferment; labour was restless; and the
peasantry was discontented. Specially in Bardoli, a district
in Gujarat, the situation due to enhancement of land tax had
become tense. The people were angry and to give their wrath
a forceful direction there appeared on the scene—Vallabhbhai
Patel, who later became the ‘“‘Sardar’ of the Congress and a
co-architect with Nehru of India’s freedom. Patel organised
with Gandhiji’s blessing satyagraha against the Government
in Bardoli; the Government, on its part, rctaliated with mass
arrests and wholesale confiscation of lands. Patel did not
budge. He asked his supporters not to worry, reminding them
that the British could not take their land with them to Britain.
The heroic struggle in Bardoli had its repercussions on other
parts and even in the U. P., where the Congress was anxious
to avoid a clash between peasants and zamindars, the tillers
showed a new awakening.

In the field of labour also the position was no better; there
were strikes and lockouts in many industrial centres. Trouble
was in the air everywhere and it reached its climax at the time
of the historic Meerut trials. Nehru raised funds and personally
arranged for the defence of the accused, most of whom were
members of the Communist Party and at the helm of the new
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movement among the workers. There was violence ; British
officers were murdered ; . trains carrying British dignitaries
were derailed. Terrorism was used for gaining freedom and
Bhagat Singh became a hero. All in all, India was on the verge
of a revolution, essentially a non-violent mass upsurge be-
smirched by sporadic violence. '

Such was the atmosphere when the Simon Commission
arrived to study India’s political conditions and to suggest
constitutional remedies. It was .an all-British commission ;
wherever it went it was greeted with black flags and boycotted.
Processions and hartals became the order of the day. There
was total non-coopcration and it gave a new fillip to the national
movement. Further, it was while leading one such proces-
sion that the Punjab Congress leader, Lala Lajpat Rai was
severely beaten by the police; within a week he succumbed
to his injuries and died in a hospital. Nehru was horrified,
If this could happen to one of India’s foremost leaders, he
asked, what security was there for others. He himself led a
procession in Lucknow and received, as he admitted, “a tremen-
dous hammering’’ at the hands of the police. “I felt half blind
with the blows,” he explained.

Meanwhile, efforts were being made for a rapprochement
between the Hindus and the Muslims, which finally led to
an All-Parties Conference in August that year, attended by
both the delegates of the Muslim League and thc? Congress,
already gathered in Lucknow for their respective z?nnual_
sessions. After long deliberations the “Nehru Repor?’ was
signed, named after Motilal, the motive f.orce behu.ld it.
Jawaharlal did” not bother much about it, nor did he
show any enthusiasm for it. He was particularly peev_tid
at its adherence to the goal of “dominion status’’. To Gandhiji,
Jawaharlal’s deflection bega{n to cause concern. He '“ﬁif
conscious of the latter’s growing hold on the P‘?OPIC: SPCC;? }r
the younger generation. He was also anxious to allow

Jawaharlal to play his natural role ; nevertheless the Mahatma

i fore, suggested his
4 m to be tempered and, there s .
e or ; identship in supersession

name for the next Congress presl
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of his own and Patel’s nomination. Furthermore, the one-year
deadline given to the British for declaring India a dominion
was also to end by then, and there could be no better person
to herald the call of Purna Swaraj or “‘complete independence”.

The British did not remain quiet. The new Viceroy, Lord
Irwin (later Halifax) was too alarmed about people’s upsurge
to ignore it. He pressed London to re-affirm India’s goal as
that of “dominion status” and to take steps to sponsor
a Round Table Conference of British and Indian leaders,
to draft a constitution. This was a clever move and it
succeeded to some extent in diverting the current of popular
reaction. At first, Nehru under pressure from his elders wel-
comed the move; later he realised the full implication of the
Viceregal statement and retraced his step. He even resigned
along with Subhas Bose from the Congress Working Com-
mittee. At that time Sapru and Jayakar, two Liberal leaders,
who were to play a prominent mediatory role between
the Congress and the Government, came on the scene and tried
to heal the breach. It took several months but their efforts
culminated in the famous Gandhi-Irwin Pact, under which the
Congress agreed to participate in the Round Table Conference,
and the British, in return, made several concessions to the
Congress including the release of political prisoners and the
restoration of confiscated land. Nehru did not like the Pact;
he thought it almost humiliating but as Congress President
he reluctantly accepted it. He did not have the heart to break
away from Gandhiji and his elders but neither did he make
any secret of his dislike of their approach and methods. He
was torn between the two forces, tossed in a sea-saw struggle
between them. In such a mood of hesitancy and uncertainty
he accepted the leadership from his father and embarked on
his presidential task, determined to give a more revolutionary
and radical turn to the affairs of the Congress.

VIII — CONGRESS PRESIDENTSHIP

At Lahore in 1929 Nehru as well as the Congress came of
age. The historic session ushered in a new era—an era which
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gave out a declaration of an all-out war against the British.
A new zeal was generated among the people by Nehru and
the whole country was charged. The struggle could, no longer,
be delayed; the Congress authorized it under the leadership
of Gandhiji. There was no doubt much excitement, but the
final programme of civil disobedience was yet to be chalked
out. Though thrilled at the awakening, as Nehru admitted,
he was anxious to canalise it properly. As the first step in this
direction, the Congress legislators at the Centre and in the
provinces were called on to resign; more than 178 of them
immediately responded. As a symbolic expression the 26th
day of January was christened as “Independence Day”.
Thousands of meetings were held all over India that day in
1930 and in a solemn tone the people pledged: “It is the
inalicnable right of the Indian people, as of any other people,
to have frcedom and to enjoy the fruits of their toil.”” They
also resolved that ‘““if any government deprives a people of
these rights and oppresses them they have a further right to
alter it or abolish it”. Exactly twenty years were to elapse before
this pledge could be redeemed and a free India could give to
her people a constitution of her own making. .

Soon after, Gandhiji met the Viceroy several times and
carried on ncgotiations. Irwin was himself anxious for. a
settlement. He had gauged the intensity of popl.llar feeling
and was eager to arrest the widening of the rift between
the Congress and the Government. Finally he succeec.led in

i i i the Indian leaders in the
persuading Whitehall to associate - ;s
task of framing a constitution for Il’.ldla:. The response from
the other political parties was enthu.smst]c; but the gongrzz:
paid little heed- to the move. Iru.fm was keen or3th :ngirde
participation, but there were difficulties on eithe ‘

All the goodwill between Irwin . and Gandhi, therefore,

i t on fundamentals,
to be of no avail ; both were adaman
o : And so in the early hours of

and these were irreconcilable.
March 12, 1930 Gandhiji, with a small band of follq;vers, iil;lt
his Sabarmati Ashram and began his famous 200-mz¢ Izjv o
to Dandi on the shores of the Arabian sea with a solemn v
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‘break the salt law. This was a novel move, symbolic of a
new mood of defiance, and it electrified the entire country.

For his part, Nehru was most jubilant and gave vent to
his feeling in these words: ““Today the pilgrim marches onwards
on his long trek. ... The fire of a great resolve is in him and
surpassing love of his miserable countrymen. And love of truth
that scorches and love of freedom that inspires. And none that
pass him can escape the spell, and men of common clay feel
the spark of life.”” His people, especially the youth, he asked :
“Will you be mere lookers-on in this glorious struggle?”
reminding them that, “the field of battle lies before you, the
flag of India beckons to you and freedom herself awaits your
coming”. And with deep emotion he cried out, “Who lives if
India dies? Who dies if India lives?” -

As President of the Congress, Nehru busied himself with the
details of the new movement and issued like a Commander-in-
Chief directions to soldiers of freedom in different parts of the
land. Within a fortnight, however, he was arrested in Allahabad
and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment. This time his
destination was the Naini Cerntral Prison. Soon after Gandhiji
himself was whisked away in a car and taken to Yeravda
Prison, near Poona.

These arrests released a wave of resentment among the
people; there were strikes in textiles mills, hartals all over
India. A most extraordinary situation developed. Irwin could
not rule India with ordinary laws; he had toissue one ordinance
after another. He assumed almost dictatorial powers but still
the upsurge could not be crushed. He, therefore, prevailed
upon his Government to make a gesture of a substantial consti-
tutional advance; the result was the Round Table Conference,
hurriedly called in London.

To Nehru such a gesture meant little; he was more excited
about civil disobedience and particularly the role of women
in it. He felt proud of the part that his wife Kamala took;
and was greatly moved by the heroic manner in which his
aged mother participated. On the whole, the movement was
non-violent, but here and there some lapses were inevitable,
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as for instance, in Chittagong, where the police and the army
fired on an unarmed crowd ; in Sholapur, where people took
over the administration and then clashed with the military;
in Pcshawar, where under the leadership of Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, popularly known as “Frontier 'Gandhi”, the
Red Shirts faced police bullets, which killed more than thirty
and wounded an cqual' number. However, what upset the
authoritics considerably was the refusal by two army platoons
to firc on their own unarmed countrymen in Peshawar. It
showed not only a new alliance between the Congress and the
Muslims but a new spirit of defiance in those officers and men
upon whom the Raj relied for its existence.
Al this time, Nehru languished in a small cell in the Naini
Central Prison with no contact beyond. It was an exasperating
cxpericnee and wrecked his nerves. He organised his life to
a schedule—rising carly, spinning a few hours, doing yoga
and rcading. He conformed to strict discipline and kept }.xim-
sclf occupied most of the time. A month later, he was joxnefl
in prison by his ailing father and Syed Mahmud. Despite ‘hzs
age — he was seventy then and in poor heaIth.—— Monla}
plunged into the struggle and was sentencc:d to six mont-hs
imprisonment. He was taken to Naini and his one consolation
was his reunion with his son in the jail. Motilal became worse
steadily and by September, 1930, he had to be released. His
father’s condition shocked and saddened jawz?harlal who was
soon joined by his brother-in-law, Ranjit Pandit.

Outside, the two Liberal leaders, Sapru and Jayakar, were
trying to bring about peace between thf:a (?o.ngress am}il tge
Government. They contacted the Nehrus in jail, but bot the
father and son refused to commit themselves, one way or_t e
other, unless they had met Gandhiji and he%d consulta_tl;ms
with the other members of the Congress Working Committee.

. ith Syed Mahmud
They were, therefore, taken along Wi y s lasted
to Yeravda, where Gandhiji was detained. The ta :

- ’ ‘ after but before
several days. Jawaharlal was %*c.leased' soon e rushed to
taking any further part in political ‘dlscussxons,h e r:)lved -
his father’s bedside. Finding him a little better he m
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for keeping the agitation alive. Hardly had he enjoyed a week
of freedom when he was again arrested and sentenced to
twenty-eight months’ rigorous imprisonment. He returned-to
his old cell in Naini—isolated and cut off. Though dying,
both the son’s arrest and the severity of his sentence angered
Motilal who called on the people to observe Jawaharlal Day,
on November 14, the day he was born. The response was
enthusiastic. More than 5,000 persons courted arrest and
hundreds of thousands showed their sympathy with their
beloved prisoner. In jail Nehru read avidly and wrote a
series of letters to his daughter which he later published as
Glimpses of World History.

Outside the jail, there was a lull in the storm. In London
the Round Table Conference had just been inaugurated and
the first session adjourned after discussing only the prelimi-
naries. The socialist Ramsay Macdonald wds then the Prime
Minister and in order to win over the Congress, he promised
that the British would make the executive responsible to
the legislature subject to certain safeguards. His statement
created a more congenial atmosphere and Irwin improved it by
releasing as an earnest all the Congress leaders. Meanwhile,
on February 6, 1931, Motilal passed away, plunging not only
Jawaharlal but millions of his countrymen in mourning. In
his last days, Gandhiji remained with Motilal; Jawaharlal
found a haven of solace and peace in the Mahatma.

Politically there was less of tension especially because of
the frantic efforts that were being made by Sapru and Jayakar.
These paved the way for the Gandhi-Irwin negotiations on
February %, which culminated in the famous Delhi Pact on
March 5. At the Karachi Congress the Pact was approved and
Gandhiji left soon thereafter for London, accompanied by
Sarojini Naidu. He participated in the Second Round Table
Conference in the autumn of 1931 ; but returned by the end
of the year empty-handed, disillusioned and disheartened. For
Nehru neither the Pact nor the London Conference gave any
comfort. He did not expect anything out of them. He even
expressed a sneaking admiration for the terrorists. As he told

|3°
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i tl}c Karachi session of the Congress, “The corpse of Bhagat

it Singh shall stand between us and England.” He was all for a

\{fight but he found that neither Gandhiji nor the country was
rcady for it. At the session, therefore, he busied himself with
drafting a resolution on “fundamental rights”. Earlier, he had
met M. N. Roy and under his influence and guidance, prepared
“a minimum programme” for the Congress, which guaranteed
such frecdoms as those of expression, religion, thought and
asscmbly; equality before the law, irrespective of sex, creed
or castc; protection to regional languages and cultures; for
the industrial workers, living wages, limited hours of work,
old-age insurance; safeguards against unemployment ; aboli-
tion of untouchability ; universal adult franchise; free primary
cducation; prohibition; state control and management of
key industries, services and public undertakings; and the
establishment of a secular state. The resolution, despite some
opposition from the right wing, was passed, and most of it.has
since then found an honoured place in the new Constitution.
For Nehru, it was a personal triumph; it laid the found'atmn
of the welfare state that he was to try and build in free India.

IX — DIFFERENCES WITH GANDHI]JI

Trustrated, tired and exhausted, Nehru left for Ceylon on a
holiday with his wife. In India the political situatifm threatened
to become worse, with tension mountipg in GuJer-at, Beng?}l,
Bombay-and the Frontier Province. Irwin had retlr'ed and Im
his place Lord Willingdon took over as the new Vlceroy;l n
London also the Round Table Conference headed towar f‘s a
communal deadlock. Finally, the Mahatma lost hop(? of a
constitutional settlement and returned home by Christmas

of 1931.

On his arrival he fo
sipated. There were ordi
and the Frontier. Many
The truce had not only been bro
had declared war against the Gongres
interview with him, but in vain. Soon he

und his followers disorganised and dis-
nances in force in Bengal, t.he U.P.
Congress leaders were behmc.l bar.
ken, but the new Viceroy
ss. Gandhiji sought an
himself was taken into

-
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custody. To quote Sir Samuel Hoare, who was then the Secre-
tary of State for India, “I admit that the ordinances that we
have approved are very drastic and severe. They cover almost
every activity of Indian life.” Furthermore, the Congress was
banned; its records destroyed; its properties seized; its funds
confiscated. Even affiliated or sympathetic organizations were
not spared the onslaught. Political meetings were prohibited.
Processions were not allowed. The press was gagged. Thousands
were put in prison. Huge fines and penalties were imposed.
Willingdon struck pitilessly with all the force that his adminis-
tration could generate. He struck so suddenly and severely
that even a stoic Congress was taken aback.

Nehru continued to languish in prison. In his helplessness his
anger rose. He learned of the savage attack of the police
on his aged mother in Allahabad. She was leading a procession
when she was battered and left on the road, alone and uncared
for. He was so hurt that he began to doubt the very efficacy
of non-violence; on such brutes would human goodness have
any effect, he wondered. In February, 1932 the Government
transferred him from Naini to the Bareilly District Jail and
thereafter to Dehra Dun Jail, where he spent the last 14 months
of his imprisonment until August, 1933. This time Nehru did
not keep his health. He often fell ill and suffered from exhaus-
tion. Soon he realised that he must reconcile himself to a futile
existence in jail. He, therefore, occupied himself with odd jobs.

Abroad, Hitler had risen to power and the great economic
depression had hit the Western world. He feared that there
would be another world war. He saw darkness all around in
Europe, perceiving a ray of hope in Sovict Russia. As he said,
“I do believe that fundamentally the choice before the world
today is between some form of communism and some form
of fascism and I am all for the former.” He did not then
see any “‘middle road” as he putit.

At home, the Communal Award of the British Prime Minister
Ramsay Macdonald had created a new situation; and as
a protest against it Gandhiji decided to go on a fast unto
death unless the award, which provided for separate electorates
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for the untouchables, was revoked. Nehru did not like the fast
~or the manner in which it was undertaken., One thought alone

troubled him: What would happen to India if Gandhiji died?
Asaresult of the efforts of several people, a settlement was, how-
ever, brought about between the Mahatma and the leader of the
untouchables, B. R. Ambedkar, who later became a minister
in Nehru’s Cabinet and forged free India’s Constitution.
Scparate electorates were given up. The Government accepted
the Poona Pact, as it was called, and Gandhiji ended his
fast, only to begin, some time later, another 21-day fast. It
was strictly for sclf-purification. A perplexed Nehru then
told Gandhiji that he felt lost “in a strange country” where
“he groped his way in the dark but stumbled”. As the fast was
non-political, the Government released Gandhiji. He suspended
the civil disobedience movement. Soon after, he sought an
interview with the Viceroy, but it was denied again. To Nehru
all this came as “one of the biggest shocks I ever had.” He
almost lost faith in Gandhiji’s leadership. To quote his words,
“I had a sudden and intense feeling that something broke
inside me, a bond that I had valued very greatly snapPed.”

As if groping for some light, Gandhiji offered ind%wdual
satyagraha. The Government arrested him. True to his own
technique, he began yet another fast. The quc?rnment released
him. This time he decided to abjure all agitation f9r one year.
Meanwhile, Jawaharlal’s mother took seriously ill. He was
released and rushed to her bedside in Lucknow; then he
came to Poona to see the Mahatma. They talked at lengtll}
but instead of understanding each other they found the gﬁl
between them yawning both politic':ally and ideologica 5;
Their affection for each other remained, but there was 1nd

d for action. To Nehru, Gandhiji’s new‘-fang ¢

common groun . ’ e his moral
emphasis on constructive work seemed meaning ’I P
fads irritable. To him, the uppermost task before In A
the attainment of freedom. Still he lacked the courag

break away from the Mahatma. As SubﬁasrBose, WI’IIS a::gsr
Nehru’s chief lieutenant then, pointed out, With 3 %op el
only second to that of the Mahatma, with unbounded p
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among his countrymen, with a clear brain possessing the finest
ideas, with an up-to-date knowledge of modern world move-
ment” he lacked “the essential quality of leadership, viz. the
capacity to make decisions and face unpopularity if need be”.

Agitated, Nehru became more conscious of his role in the
national struggle and began to strengthen the leftist forces. For
this purpose he openly condemned the reactionary part played
by capitalists, communalists, zamindars and princes. In an
address to Banaras Hindu University he attacked the Hindu
Mahasabha; and later entered into correspondence with the
famous poet of Islam, Igbal, on the destructive role of Muslim
communalism. To Nehru there was only one solution to India’s
problem: a free constitution framed by a fully representative
Constituent Assembly and a plan for the economic uplift of all
sections of the people. At the Bombay session of the Congressin
1934 held under the presidentship of Rajendra Prasad, now
President of the Republic of India, Nehru moved the resolu-
tion for convening a Constituent Assembly to frame a suitable
Constitution for free India.

About this time an earthquake shattered the landscape of
Bihar, rocking some 20,000 people to their doom and destroy-
ing a million homes. Nehru with Prasad rushed to the sham-
bles to give immediate succour to the victims and floated a fund.
Gandhiji called the earthquake a punishment for ‘the sin of
untouchability’. Nehru reacted angrily and said that there was
only one sin and that was the continuance of British rule in
India. Until it was ended he was not prepared to relax or
relent. He carried on with his fiery orations both in Bengal and
the U.P. and was again arrested on February 11, 1934. He was
first kept in the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, and then taken to the
Alipore Central Jail. By now Nehru had become so used to jail
routine that he found no difficulty in adjusting himself. Most
of his time he spent reading books and contemplating the
next step. He was puzzled by Gandhiji’s methods, especially
the manner in which he terminated all forms of civil
disobedience on the slim ground that some valued comrade of
his had not performed his prison task fully. Nehru could not
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r-cstrain hims?lf and called the decision “a mMonstrous proposi-
uoi) and an immoral onc”. In Alipore Jail he began to lose
weight. He was transferred to Dehra Dun Jail.

Outside, the political situation grew none the better; nor
was there any improvement in Kamala’s health. Nehru rushed
to Allahabad and was released temporarily. The parole lasted
only cleven days and he was back in prison. This time he was
taken to Naini in order to be nearer his wife, in case of any
cmergency. .

Politically also he was becoming more and more disillusioned. .
He found it difficult to comprehend Gandhiji’s tactics, The
Mahatma found him rash and impetuous. But such was their
affection for each other that ncither was prepared for a break.
Nehru was young and thercfore he could be erratic. Gandhiji

“was older and more understanding. He could not react
in the same manner as Nehru did. As he told Patel, “No
amount of political differences will ever separate him from
me.” To Gandhiji, Nchru was “the rightful helmsman of the
Congress”. Perceiving that he was becoming out of tune with
Nechru, and out of court with the radical trend, Gandhiji
decided to retire from Congress politics. He gave up his
Congress membership. He declared, “I am a dead weight in
the Congress now.” At the Bombay session of the Congress,' his
retirement was announced. Gandhiji, none the less, exercised
his leadership but now more from outside -tpan inside the
Congress; it became more moral than political and hence
less controversial and more effective.

As Kamala’s condition grew worse Nehru was movefi to
Almora District Jail so that he could visit her in t.he sanatoriumt.
He added a few pages, now and then, to his Aﬂf"blogf‘fﬁk]
or visited Kamala. In May, 1935 her health b.ecame critical
and she had to be taken to Europe for special treatmlint.
Jawaharlal saw her off, bl{t was not all.owed to accomparlly tt;re-
A few months later as life was ebbing out of Kamala

‘f Government released him. Nehru flew to Europe to facea great

e. On February 20, 1936 Kamala passed

| personal misfortun .
o which, as Mahadeo Desal commented,

W away. His Autobiography,
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“carried many honest Englishmen off their feet”, was about
to be published ; he dedicated it “To Kamala who is no more.”

X —ELECTORAL SUCCESS

Forlorn and heart-broken, Nehru returned to India in
March, 1936; in his absence he was elected President of the
Lucknow session of the Congress. He was touched by the
gesture. As he said, “I am weary and I have come back like a
tired child yearning for solace in the bosom of our common
mother, India.” Apart from his colleagues that solace came
from his people in abundance. He was moved and exclaimed,
“How can I thank you, men and women of India? How can 1
express in words feelings that are too deep for utterance?”

Gloom continued to envelop the national scene. Gandhiji
had withdrawn into his ashram. All round, there was frus-
tration and despondency. In the Congress, the orthodox
group, which had never sympathised with Nehru’s views, was
in control of the organization, while his socialist friends were
bitter and frustrated. They organised themselves into a separate
group within the Congress and asked Nehru to join them. At
first he vacillated but finally said no. Nehru was not prepared
for an open fight with his colleagues; he felt that it would put
Gandhiji in an awkward position and that, at any rate, he
wanted to avoid. His love for his leader was deep-rooted ; and,
despite differences, he did not want to weaken that leadership
in which somehow he had faith. Nehru also knew that but
for Gandhiji he could never have been elected President.
Leaders like Patel, Prasad and Bajaj did not like his ideas nor
were they willing to play his tune. They gave him latitude
because of Gandhiji.

For his part, Nehru was anxious to use his influence with
Gandhiji and his personal popularity in taking the Congress
along a more radical course of action. That is why, though
reluctant at first, he accepted the presidentship so that he
could act as ““a link between various groups within the Con-
gress”. The Mahatma also believed that Nehru alone would
be able to bridge the gulf between different groups in the
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Congress and give to the movement that unity of purpose and
action which it badly nceded.

The immediate task before the Congress was the preparation
for a fight against the Government of India Act, 1935, which
Nchru described as “a new charter of slavery to strengthen the
bonds of impcrialist domination and to intensify the exploi-
tation of our masses”. It bestowed a kind of provincial autonomy
on the provinces in British India and provided for a federal
legislature with restricted responsible government at the Centre.
To Nchru the Act was a challenge, which if not met earnestly
would bolster anti-national forces. He was, therefore, deter-
mined to tear it to bits, to burn it.

In Europe the crisis was deepening and Nehru was anxious
that the Congress should give—both nationally and intef'-
nationally—a correct lead to India. He believed in a socialistic
approach to Indian and world problems and towards t'hat. end
wanted to play his full part. He became less and less inclined
to put up with the rightist leadership in the Congress ax.ld
demanded a radical approach to the main issyes. But while
the rightists were not bothered about th.e outside world and
gave Nchru all the latitude in the inter.na.tlor.lal sphere, approv-
ing resolutions bristling with socialistic interpretations, in
internal matters they refused to budge and stuck to their views.
There Nehru gave in. He was caught in an atmo§phere of gn;e
and take and lacked the courage to be firm fwth the result
that the Congress decided to contest the elections under t}lie
new Act which Nehru had threatened to wreck. Ev?n ont 5,
question of office acceptance his opposition was resmt_ed an

] : bt, distressed. Three times he

finally rejected. He was, no doubt, e e
decided to resign but, as usual, he was af-raId to weaken th

i i in vi f the international crisis.

forces of unity, especially 1n view o s

True, in his new Working Committee he drc?p}?e our ngt o
; i d socialist leanings; bu

and nominated Othgs ‘fx[]ltfl] I;rorrlg;g(;?x rightist leaders, includ-

soon there was trouble. In july, I o esigna

ng Trud, Pl s Ragopocor s
i rote, “We iee ! :

:)1; :()S(;i'zﬂ}ilsz ;’artic,ularly at this stage by the President and othér
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socialist members of the Working Committee while the Con-
gress has not adopted it is prejudicial to the best interests of the
country and to the success of the national struggle for freedom,
which we all hold to be the first and paramount concern of the
country.” Furthermore, they told Nehru that “the impression
of your propaganda on the political work immediately before
the nation, particularly the programme for election, has been
very harmful.” On the intervention of Gandhiji, the resig-
nations were withdrawn. Nehru was bitter and decided to
tender his own resignation and place it before the All-India
Congress Committee. But Gandhiji put pressure on both sides
and patched up their differences for he did not like “family
linen” being washed in public.

Abroad, the Spanish Civili War had broken out and
political developments in Europe began to cause concern.
Nehru, therefore, decided not to weaken the Congress leader-
ship by quarrelling among themselves or create an internal
crisis. On their part, the rightists also realised that Nehru could
not be dispensed with and in drafting the election manifesto
they yielded on many points; many of Nehru’s radical views
on both social and economic problems were thus incorporated
in it. For the next session of the Congress, there was again
talk of putting Patel in the saddle. Gandhiji did not agree; he
believed that it might alienate the radical element. He, there-
fore, persuaded Patel and his followers not to contest the
election and Nehru was re-elected President of the Faizpur
session.

Soon after the session Nehru plunged into the campaign for
the elections held under the new Act and toured the country
from one corner to another canvassing support for Congress
candidates. In less than five months he travelled more than
50,000 miles and used every means of transport — aeroplane,
car, train, horse, camel, elephant, steamer, canoe, bicycle and -
sometimes even walking miles on foot. Thousands of people saw
and heard him and during those months he worked on an
average eighteen hours a day. He was thrilled at the sight of
people gathered in their millions to see him and their enthusiastic

3
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response acted as a tonic on him. The successful India-wide
tour confirmed the tremendous popularity of Nehru; it
proved that next to Gandhiji he was the nearest to the
people’s heart. The .electoral results were further proof. Of
'1,161 scats that the Congress contested, it won 711. In the
“‘gencral constituencies” particularly, it swept the polls every-
where. In five provinces it won an absolute majority and in
three others it emerged as the largest party. The achievement
was great. It was the inevitable triumph of a single man’s
devotion and, probably, of the spell cast by the magic and
charm of the Nehru name, which persists even today.

XI—CRISIS IN CONGRESS

Having secured an assurance from the Viceroy that the
Provincial Governors would co-operate with popularly
clected Miristers, the Congress Working Committee agreed to
form Ministries in provinces, where it was in a majority.
Initially Nehru was opposcd to this decision, but pressure from
the High Command made him accept it. He though:t 1F might
prove “‘a new step” in the fight against “the coming of t.he
Federation”. He was, however, against any coalition with
other political parties, particularly the Muslim Lea.gue. He'
belicved that there were only two parties in India — the
British and the Congress. Even in the U.P., w.here the League
offered co-operation, he showed no enthusiasm and cold- .
shouldered its overture. Jinnah was hurt and accepted the
challenge. He began organising the Muslims under the bannfg
of the League. He toured India from one end to another Znn
raised the cry of “Islam in danger”. To N e.hru this was rea}c1 0’S
at its worst and he hit back. Jinnah, on his part, used Nehru
unbending opposition to the League to his own advanta%g
and talked of Hindu domination. Tl.le Muslim responstem,
Jinnah’s call was instantaneous; soon 1t gather_ed momen 1(1) n_.
Nehru became alarmed and in 1938 entered into com;i)}:J o
dence with Jinnah; but there was no meetng g

iti i t. Ere long the League

propitious for an amicable settlem?n. e pvievances
published . the Pirpur Report, which liste
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of Muslims against the Congress Governments. Nehru was
annoyed and saw little chance of an understanding with the
League. By that time a world war had broken out and both the
Congress and the League adopted a wait-and-watch policy.

To strengthen the Congress internally Nehru paid more
attention to organizational work and particularly to the
relationship of the Congress with the kisan sabhas and the
trade unions. As early as in 1937, he had appointed various
committees of experts to work on India’s planning and from
their deliberations emerged a National Planning Committee
with Nehru as Chairman. For the first time, people were being
made plan-conscious and Nehru was its motive force. He was
not very happy with the slip-shod manner in which the Con-
gress Ministries were working ; instead of becoming the spear-
head of a national movement against the coming of the
Federation, they had become ease-loving and power-conscious.
For Nehru this was a danger signal and he reacted at once.
He criticised the Congress Ministers and said that they were
behaving as ‘“counter-revolutionaries”. He made it clear to
the people that ‘“Ministries may come and go, but the Cong-
ress goes on till it fulfils its historic mission of achieving national
independence for India”.

In April, 1938 Nehru went abroad expressing his sense of
frustration to Gandhiji at the rot that had set in; he said he
had “become out of place and a misfit”. He wanted ‘“‘to
freshen up his tired and puzzled mind” by detaching himself
from the prevailing environment. In particular he was disgusted
with the constitutional garb that the Congress had assumed and
resented its having “sunk to the level” of a group of “ordinary
politicians™.

From Europe also disquieting news came and Nehru became
alarmed at the victories of Nazism in Germany and of Fascism
in Italy. By June, therefore, he reached Europe, meeting Nahas
Pasha, the noted Egyptian Wafdist leader, at Suez. His first
halt was in London and then he proceeded to Genoa and
Marseilles. Along with V. K. Krishna Menon, who was
later to play a prominent role in the making of Nehru’s forcign
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policy, he also paid a five-day visit to Barcelona,; where the
International Brigade was fighting against the forces of Franco.
He was all praise for the Republicans and ultimately when the
Spanish Republic fell, he bitterly criticised Britain and France
for their hostile role. During the time he spent in London, he
addressed many meetings, condemning British imperialism
and stressing the urgency of granting freedom to India.

In November, 1938 Nehru returned home and was soon
drawn into the crisis that had overtaken the Congress as a
result of Subhas Bose’s leadership of the Congress and his fight
with the leaders of the Gandhian school. As a way out, Gandhiji
requested Nehru to take over the presidentship but he
declined and suggested the name of Azad, who also
demurred and finally Pattabhi Sitaramayya was chosen as the
Gandhian candidate. Bose decided to stand again and opposed
Sitaramayya. In the contest Nehru took a neutral stand.
The result was a surprise to all. Bose was re-elected
by a 1,580 to 1,375 vote. Immediately, fifteen members of the
outgoing Congress Working Committee resigned. Nehru was
not one of them, but he issued a separate statement saying
that he would not serve on the new committee. Was it not
another form of resignation, he was asked. “Not quite correct”,
said Nchru, “and yet correct enough.”” Nehru was neither here
nor there. He preferred to be neutral but his neutrality leaned
more on the side of Gandhiji.

A few days later, Bose took seriously ill and was not able even
to read his presidential address at Tripuri. On the second (.iay,
he became worse and was unable to come to the session;
instead, Azad took the chair. Bose’s followers cr.eated un-
manageable trouble and as Nehru descn'.bed it, it was "2
grievous sight, a painful sight. ..”. During the twepty—;lx
years he had attended the Congress, he had mever seen such a
scene. According to him, it was nothing short of hoohgamsn};
and “fascist behaviour”. In the open session, however, t 6;
Gandhians scored and Bose was censured. He ?ccused Ne.hrli };Jc
betrayal. Nehru was unrepentant, for he beheved‘ tha;:r:n i
next few months India was bound to face 2 big struggle.
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As he told Bose, “That struggle without Gandhiji’s active
participation and leadership was not likely to be an effective
one.” He admitted that though Bose had always shown great
affection and regard for him, the two were temperamentally
different and ‘“‘our approach to life and its problems is not the
same”. He did not like Bose’s softness towards Nazi Germany
and Fascist Italy; or his political methods at home. Nehru
was, no doubt, aware that many of his own followers did not
understand or even like the stand he had taken in this
controversy. As he put it, “I have succeeded in becoming
very unpopular with them, quite a remarkable feat — to
displease almost everybody concerned.” But until the last
he tried to bridge the rift between Gandhiji and Bose.
He did not succeed. Ultimately, perhaps inevitably also,
Bose had to resign the presidentship. In his place the
A.-I.C.C. elected Prasad. To prove his impartiality Nehru
kept out of the new Working Committee but the
gesture did not bring Bose any the nearer. In fact, he left
the Congress soon thereafter and formed his Forward Bloc.
Amidst the internal confusion, Nehru took advantage of an
invitation from China and spent four weeks there as the guest
of Marshal and Madame Chiang Kai-shek, then in power in
that land.

XII—WORLD WAR

As a result of the deepening of the international crisis, which
soon engulfed the world in a catastrophic war, Nehru had to
cut short his Chinese visit and rush back to India. Stung by
the victories of the Nazis he cried out in anguish, “The world
is tragic to those who are sensitive, heart-breaking to those
who feel”. And as Europe sat on the edge of the sword, he
sought new thoughts on the situation at home. The country
was declared belligerent by Lord Linlithgow, who had taken
over the Viceroyalty from Willingdon. For Nehru this was not
a patriotic war but a struggle between fascism on the one side
and imperialism as represented by Britain and France on the
other. In such a conflict, India could have no place and hence
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the Viceregal ukase was criticized, condemned and totally
opposed by him. His heart was, no doubt, with the Allies,
but he made it clear that if India were to participate in the
war, it would have to be on equal terms. Freedom was a pre-
requisite for India joining the Allies.
~ Nehru’s reaction was later endorsed by the Congress Work-
" ing Committee in a resolution, which stated: “If the war
is to defend the status quo, imperialist possessions, colonies,
vested interests and privilege, then India can have nothing
to do with it. If, however, the issue is democracy and a world
order based on democracy, then India is intensely interested
in it.” The British must first declare “in unequivocal terms
what-their war aims are” and in particular how these were
going “‘to apply to India and to be given effect to in the present”.
Gandhiji hailed the resolution, described its author as an artist
who had the friendliest feeling towards the English. He spoke
of Nehru’s “nationalism” being “enriched by his fine inter-
nationalism” and cmphasised that his disciple stood not
only for India, but “for all the exploited nations”.
However, as the war situation worsened and there was
serious talk of active co-operation with the British, dii'Terences
in approach between the master and the disciple again came
to the fore. Linlithgow made an offer to include re-
presentative Indians in his Exccutive Council, but rejected
the Congress demand for an immediate transfer of power a;
impracticable. In the circumstances, the Congress decl"cl'r(;1
that it could not possibly give any support to the Bnt:; .
The Viceroy became rigid in his appr.c?.ach. Nehru. Wgs 12;
appointed and fell in line with Gandhiji, whose attitu tetszk
hardening. But at the same time another de\{clogmen L ohe
place which was equally tragic: the growing rift ‘;}t‘f’gee e
Congress and the League. In a desperate effort to n.lg T
innah several times, but to no avatl. -
gulf, Nehra e e ce of his personal regard for him
League leader liked Nehru, spoke of his p R he dis-
and even admired “his character and integrity :“];1 \or Pan
approved of his politics and ‘?ompared bum t(:: bet‘»eveen the
who never grows up”. Meanwhile, as the cleavag
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Congress and the Government widened, Congress Ministries
resigned. Jinnah, as a shrewd politician, exploited the situation
and proclaimed a “Day of Deliverance” for the Muslims.
Nehru was hurt. He believed that Jinnah had become in-
possible. He disliked his politics as much as he detested his
tactics.

As the war situation worsened further, there was renewed talk
of wresting freedom for India; there was a feeling that despite
Jinnah and his League it could be achieved. At the Ramgarh
session of the Congress, held under Azad’s presidentship,
there was a move for a struggle against the British,
but no concrete plan was formulated. In Europe, Hitler’s
armies were on the march, overrunning one country after
another; even France collapsed. Nehru was aghast and
did not want the Congress to exploit Britain’s perilous position.
His heart went out to the Allies and he yearned to help them.
Gandhiji agreed with his logic but was not prepared to offer
armed assistance. At the A.-I.C.C. meeting in Poona, Raja-
gopalachari, ignoring Gandhiji’s stand, made an offer to the
British of armed co-operation if there was a political settlement.
Nehru supported him in spite of the misgivings that his attitude
caused among his socialist supporters who wanted no truck
“with this imperialist war”. The Viceroy, however, showed no
enthusiasm and Nehru reconciled himself to a struggle which
Gandhiji was planning. As in the past Gandhiji first held talks
with Linlithgow and these having failed, as they were bound to,
he embarked upon an individual civil disobedience movement
in 1941.

His first satyagrahi was Vinoba Bhave—now world
famous as the Bhoodan leader—and the second Nehru.
The British reacted strongly and arrested the satyagrahis.
At his trial Nehru was sentenced to four years’ rigorous
imprisonment ; it shocked even Churchill. India was stunned;
hundreds of meetings were organised to protest against it. For
Nehru neither the punishment nor the sentence was of any
consequence because, as he told the judge, “It is a small
matter to me what happens to me in this trial or subsequently.
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Individuals count for little; they come and go as I shall go
when my time is up. . . . Butit is nosmall matter what happens
'to India and her millions of sons and daughters. That is the
issuc before me, and that ultimately is the issue before you,
sir.” He lamented the parting of the ways but declared
that it was inevitable. To use his own words, “Let those who
seck the favour and the protection of this imperialism go their
way, we go ours.” :

Not long after, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour took
place and it brought the United States into the war. In conse-
quence, Nehru along with other Congress leaders was released.
The external situation became critical enough for the British.
It was too risky and unwise to keep any longer the Indian
leaders in jail. Nehru still showed no bitterness and continued
to believe that the progressive forces were with the Allies; but
he could not co-operate with them, unless his' co-operation
could be effective. Under his pressure, therefore, the Congress
made another bid for a settlement with the British, but failed.
On his part, Gandhiji was still averse to the idea of zirrr-led
co-operation but in deference to Nehru’s wishes remained quict.
He had faith in hisleadership ; on international issues especially
he preferred to rely on Nehru’s judgment. He believed that the
future lay in his hands. To quote the Mahatma, “Jawaharlal
will be my successor. He says that he does not understand my

" language and that he speaks a language foreign to me. This
may or may not be true but language is no bar to a union of
hearts. I know this that when I am gone he will spef:lk my
language.” The declaration was unambiguous and unequlv.ocali‘
From then on, Nehru became the acknowledged heir o
'(}Z}I:ldgé];th-East Asia, the Japanese forces overran Hongkongg
the Philippines, Malaya, Singapore, Th.alland ; they conquere,S
Burma and came to the doors of India. For. Nehru, Iapatllll
“co-prosperity sphere” theory. held no attra.ctJorf.th&;Sé)lzﬁe:
intransigence of the British his h?art was still wit N adame
He, therefore, welcomed the visit of Mrflrshal an B ont
Chiang Kai-shek to India. They prevailed upon
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Roosevelt to use his good offices with Churchill and arrange
for an immediate transfer of power to Indian leaders to ensure
the successful prosecution of the war. Churchill sent Sir
Stafford Cripps to Delhi for a political settlement with the
Congress and the League, but his mission failed.

Jinnah and his League had propounded by now their
two-nation theory and refused to compromise on their
demand for Pakistan. But the failure of the Cripps Mission
generated a new bitterness in the Congress and there was once
again talk of a fight to the finish. The issue was debated with
much heat and passion at the A.-I.C.C. meeting in Allahabad,
where the Congress decided on a programme of parallel resist-
ance to the Japanese by resorting to a ““scorched earth’ policy.
The British would no doubt be hindered in their war efforts
but the Congress could not help it; it had to organise people’s
resistance to Japanese invaders.

At the next meeting of the A.-I.C.C. in Bombay on August 8,
1942 Gandhiji gave the dramatic slogan of “Quit India”
and with those two simple, clear words, he asked the British
to pack up and go, so that India could mobilise her full strength
against a Japanese invasion. Nehru was not happy with
Gandhiji’s unbending attitude for he believed that it might
jeopardise the chances of an Allied victory. But he was also
aware that the Congress could not remain idle; inaction on its
part would be suicidal. Until the last, therefore, Nehru tried for
a settlement and, as Gandhiji later revealed, he almost “forgot
his old quarrel with the imperialists”. But the British did not
respond ; on the contrary, within a few hours of the passing of
the “Quit India” resolution, which had left the door open for
negotiation, the authorities swooped on Gandhiji, Nehru
and other Congress leaders and whisked them away in a special
train. Gandhiji was taken to the Aga Khan’s Palace in Poona ;
the rest, including Nehru, to the Ahmednagar Fort, where they
remained detained until June 15, 1945. These arrests sparked
a new rebellion in the whole country and, for a few months,
India was caught in a fire of agitation and revolt unparalleled
in her annals. The people took Gandhiji’s manfra of “Do or
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Die” literally to heart; in consequence, they set out either to
free India or to dic in the attempt. For months chaos prevailed.
A sense of insccurity overwhelmed the Government. Gandhiji
later regretted these happenings; but to Nehru they were in-
cvitable and showed people’s impatience. As he observed, “If
we did not pacify them, I think we would have lost all strength.”
For the three years that Nehru remained in the Ahmednagar
Fort with his colleagues like Azad, Patel, Kripalani and
Narcndra Deva, he read a lot as usual and took an active part
in the community life within the jail. His special interest was
gardening and he devoted a great deal of time to it. He
also did much writing and completed his last book,- entitled
the Discovery of India, which gives his interpretation of
the currents and cross-currents in Indian life through
the ages. ‘ o

XiII — TRANSFER OF POWER

As the world war neared its end in 1945, with the Allies
emerging victorious on all fronts, there was re.newcd talk of a
political settlement between India and Bntam.. But tl}c un-
precedented stress of a bloody holocaust into which India had
been unwillingly drawn, the phenomenzjll shortage of fc.)od for
her civilian population, and the insensitivity of: an unimaginative
bureaucratic machine — all these had cuhmnatesi in mass
starvation and widespread famine, the situation being partic-
ularly serious in Malabar, Bijapur and O‘rissa. But the wors;
happened in Bengal, where thousands .d.led of hunlgl,{e.rt atlas
millions lay- starving. More than the political deadlock 1 “As
the economic challenge that perturbed the authontlcs.t y
. months passed, tension mounted. It shook up even the stee

e of the Raj. . _
fraé;wrchill hac% sent Wavell, a general with a magx;lj:;lf
war record, to India as the Viceroy; bu‘t before he couted "
bark on his unenviable task, the Tories wers uns«s::zlmﬂee
home and a Labour Government, headed by leemenhis woﬂ; |
captured power. Nevertheless, Wavell plundged mig;consﬁmte
with energy and earnestness. He offered to
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his Executive Council so as to make it representative of the
people and towards that end called a conference in Simla on
June 25, 1945. Invitations were sent to many leaders but the
focus was on the participation of the Congress, whose leaders
were released for the purpose, and the League. Although Nehru
took part in the conference, he neither showed excessive
enthusiasm nor pinned great hopes on it. He knew Jinnah
and the obstacles that he would create in the way of a
settlement. About the attitude of the Government also he was
not very sanguine. As the conference dragged on, Nehru
escaped for a fortnight’s holiday in the “loveliness of the land”
of Kashmir to enjoy “its beauty of river and valley, lake and
graceful creeks”. Meanwhile, the new Labour Government,
determined to break the political deadlock, summoned Wavell
to London, where he held talks for about a month. He returned
to India with a fresh constitutional offer, much more radical
than before. As an earnest of British intentions general elections
were ordered and the decision to convene a Constituent
Assembly was announced. Efforts were simultaneously made
to reconstitute the Viceroy’s Executive Council. At first the
Congress entertained several misgivings, but later it appeared
convinced of the change in the British attitude.

The elections, however, did not improve the situation ; they
confirmed the hold of the Congress among the non-Muslims and
of the League among the Muslims. The latter won all Muslim
seats in the Central Assembly and about 75 per cent of the
Muslim seats in the provincial legislatures. Only in the North-
West Frontier Province it lost to the Red Shirts of the Khan
Brothers who obtained a clear majority. Consequently, the
Congress formed Ministries in eight of the eleven provinces,
the League in Bengal and Sind, and the Unionist Party, with
Congress support, in the Punjab.

The next stage was the reconstitution of the Viceroy’s
Executive Council and the convening of a Constituent As-
sembly. As further proof of their earnestness, the British
Government sent to India a three-member high-power
Cabinet Mission consisting of Lord Pethick Lawrence, the new
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Sccretary of State for India, Sir Stafford Cripps and A. V.
Alexander. At the same time, two other developments took
place. One was the trial of the members of the Indian National
Army (I.N.A.) which had been organised in South-East Asia
by its Netaji, Subhas Bose, from among the Indian prisoners-
of-war in South-East Asia, and the second was the naval
mutiny in Bombay. To Nehru both were symbols of a new
resurgence in India. Some officers of the I.N.A. were picked
and brought for trial as deserters; to Nehru and his followers
they were a “fine body of young men” whose “‘dominant motive
was love for India’s freedom™. “They deserve to be treated”,
he said, “as prisoners-of-war” because they “functioned as
rcgular, organised, disciplined and uniformed combatant
forces.” Their alliance with Japan was only to facilitate India’s
freedom. Nor could Nehru doubt, as he pointed out, Bose’s
“passion for independence”. An I.N.A. Defence Committee
was, therefore, set up by the Congress to assist the accused at
their trial. Nehru himself put on the robes he had discarded
years carlier and in the company of Bhulabhai Desai, Sapru,
Katju, and Asaf Ali, appeared for the defence. The tn'a% took
place in the Red Fort. Though the officers were conv1cte(.i,
such was the popular adoration of their valour and the public
resentment against their conviction that the authorities had to
commute their sentences. .

On February 18, 1945 in the wake of an R.A.F. d1sturba1}cc
at Dum Dum airport, Calcutta, ratings of the Royal Ind'lan
Navy in Bombay rose in revolt. There was tremendous exc%te-
ment among the people and even talk of an armed usurpa-UIOIn
of power. Nehru disapproved of violent methods, especially
when a peaceful transfer was in the offing. The r?tmgs evchlI}-
tually surrendered both in Bombay as well as in Karachy,
where a similar revolt had been orgamsed.. . i

As the negotiations with the Cabinet Mission progressed,
Nehru became convinced that the British meant to quit a?h,
hence, he went about his task seriously. For several months fti
Mission endeavoured to bring about an agn?ed :c,e_tt;lcl?cir:s
between the Congress and the League. Having failed in that,
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members produced on May 16, 1946 a scheme of its own
under which there was to be a Union at the Centre with three
subjects : Foreign Affairs, Defence and Communications; three
groups of provinces, one predominantly Hindu and the other
two predominantly Muslim, dealing with the other subjects,
and below them the provinces themselves. This three-tiered
plan, as it came to be called, was not drafted in precise terms
and, therefore, a battle of interpretations raged between the
Congress and the League, especially on the question whether
grouping was optional or compulsory. The Mission also outlined
a scheme for the formation of an Interim Government at the
Centre. Nehru did not care much for the Mission’s long-term
or short-term plan but as the former provided for a Constituent
Assembly, he saw no harm in accepting it. On the other hand,
he saw too many catches in the Interim Governmentarrange-
ment. The Mission, therefore, left India without achieving any
results; both the Congress and the League stuck to their
viewpoints.

Meanwhile, Nehru was elected President of the Congress in
succession to Azad. Tired of the deadlock, the Congress accepted
the long-term plan with its own interpretations. So did the Lea-
gue with its interpretations. But a storm broke out as a result of
a speech made by Nehru at the A.-I.C.C. meeting in Bombay
on July 10, 1946, when he declared that the Congress was not
bound by any conditions and that the Constituent Assembly
would function as a completely sovereign body. On that pretext
Jinnah at once pulled the League out of its earlier commit-
ment and rejected the plan. Further, he called for direct action
to achieve Pakistan. Suddenly the atmosphere became so
charged that widespread communal riots took place and broke
the peace in many parts of India, particularly Calcutta. In a
desperate attempt, Nehru met Jinnah but their talks were
fruitless. In their failure crashed all hopes of a settlement
between the Congress and the League.

From London the Labour Government demanded swift
action by Wavell. He was perplexed, unable to bring the
Congress and the League together. Finally he called on
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Nchru on September 2, 1946 to form an Interim Government, -
In a brqadcast, five days later, Nehru outlined the
broad policies, both domestic and foreign, of the new
G‘.ovc1:nmcnt and sought the co-operation of all people in this
hlstot:xc: undertaking. He emphasised the urgency of raising
the living standard, appealed for communal harmony'and
promised to ameliorate the condition of the untouchables and -
the backward tribes. In foreign affairs, he declared non-
alignment with power blocs as the kernel of his policy and
called for the liberation of the colonial people. He urged the
League to join the Interim Government in a spirit of harmony
and co-operation and said that the door would be kept open
for its representatives. A month elapsed before Wavell was
able to bring the League into the new Government; but,
instead of improving the situation, its coming in created new
problems. Squabbling became the order of the day and the
Government a house divided, with the result that there were
two Governments instead of one, each functioning against the
other. Nehru was fed up and at the next session of the Congress
. declared, “Our patience is reaching the limit and if these things
continue a struggle on a large scale is inevitable.” He could
notsay how “long we will remain in the Interim Government”.
Jinnah was not impressed. He ridiculed Nehru’s efforts to
turn the Viceroy’s Council into a Dominion Government. As
the League leader put it, “Little things please little minds; you
cannot turn a donkey into an elephant by calling it an
elephant.” As allegations and counter-allegations worsened
the situation, Attlee invited two representatives of the Cpn-
gress, two of the League and one Sikh leader to L.ondon in a
final effort to bridge the gulf. Both Nehru and Jinnah were
among those who went to London; for four days the talks
lasted but to no avail. Distrust had gone too far and any under-
standing between the Congress and the League was found

impossible.

Immediately
stituent Assembly met in Delhi on
League boycotted it. In moving th

on Nehru’s return from London, the Gon-
December g, 1946. ’.I‘he
e Objectives Resolution,
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Nehru, in a memorable speech, declared, “Itis a resolution
and yet it is something much more than a resolution. It
is a declaration. It is a firm resolve. It is a pledge and an
undertaking and it is for all of us, I hope, a dedication.” He
pleaded with the League to abandon its boycott, called upon
the princes to play their proper role, but made no secret
of his determination to go ahead, with them if possible, without
them if necessary. He declared, “India, as she is constituted -
today, wants no one’s advice and no one’s imposition upon.
her.” She would be proclaimed a sovereign, democratic
republic and whatever Constitution her representatives
in the Constituent Assembly framed would become
the Constitution of free India — whether Britain accepted
it or not.

At this time Nehru faced another difficulty: the growing
rift between himself and his principal deputy, Patel. At times
it was ideological; often temperamental. Gandhiji intervened
and brought them together; but there was no real unison.
From outside Jinnah gave trouble and obstructed the finali-
sation of a constitutional settlement. The Congress tried to woo
him by compromising on the grouping issue; but the League
leader was no longer interested in a united India. The challenge
of Pakistan had become real; and even Nehru with all his
antipathy to the two-nation theory began to have second
thoughts. Patel had already reconciled himself to partition.
Wavell continued to waver and was eventually replaced by
Lord Mountbatten to bring a fresh mind to the problem.

In his desire to put an end to the stalemate, Attlee
was agreeable to any solution. Hence, without waiting
for an agreement between the Congress and the League,
the British Prime Minister announced on February 20, 1947
in the House of Commons that the British would quit India
“by a date not later than June, 1948”, transferring power “as
a whole to some form of Central Government for British India,
or in some areas to the existing Provincial Governments, or in
such other way as may seem most reasonable and in the best
interests of the Indian people”. At last, the die was cast. Nehru
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hailed it as a “clear and definite declaration” which was “a
challenge to all of us”. Though not very happy, Jinnah also
welcomed it. Only Gandhiji was sad ; he saw in the declaration -
the germs of Pakistan. As he told Nehru, “It may lead to
Pakistan for those provinces or portions which may want it.”
Strangely enough Churchill also raised his voice against it; he
foresaw that it might lead to “partition” and even “fragmen-
tation” of India but the British leader was more concerned
about his country’s “shameful flight, by a premature, hurried
scuttle”, which only added “the taint and smear of shame” to
Britain’s glorious heritage.

X1V — FULFILMENT

At last, there was fulfilment. But the dawn of freedom
brought in its wake partition and its terrible aftermath. Nehru’s
joy was, therefore, warped by a tragic touch in an unexpected
manner. In hastening the coming of independence, Mount-
batten’s dynamism, no doubt, played a helpful part; but it also
added to the tension. Clear in his mind about the objective, he
imparted to his mission all the military speed and efficiency
of which he was capable. He knew that the British had to quit
and, hence, ensured that they withdrew in good time and
good grace. Of its internal consequences he was not so careful.
Power was transferred to Nehru on the one side and Jinnah
on the other hurriedly, much earlier than scheduled; in fact
within less than six months of his arrival, Mountbatten had
completed the operation, irrespective of the blood that it spilled.
One reason for this extraordinary haste was, no doubt, t%le
rapid deterioration in Hindu-Muslim relations, whicl3 %n its
train, had sapped the morale and vitality of the administra-
tion. Mountbatten foresaw the outbreak of a sanguinary
conflict. The atmosphere, especially in North India, was tense.
Blood flowed in Lahore, Amritsar, Multan, Rawalpindi,
~ Sialkot and Jullundur in the north-west, anfi in several Places
in Bengal. To these terrible events, Nehru himself was witness.
He visited many areas reduced to a shamblcs-by notﬁm. I'II;
was appalled by such behaviour of human beings as ~wou
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have disgraced brutes”. There was growing insecurity and fear
among the Hindus and the Sikhs of West Punjab and the
Hindus of East Bengal. There was transparent nervousness
among the Muslims living on the proposed frontiers of Pakistan.
Slowly but steadily, massacre and looting became the order of
the day and hooligans made no distinction between children
and women, or between the aged and the young. Millions,
in search of safety, left their hearth and home on both sides
of the border. They recorded the biggest migration in history.

But, while India was in the grip of such unprecedented
violence, Nehru organised in Purana Qila on March 27, 1947,
the first Asian Relations Conference. Present at the conference
were representatives of many countries of Asia, including the
Arabs from West Asia and comrades from Soviet Central Asia.
To Nehru, this was indeed a great occasion. He declared in his
inaugural address, “Asia after a long period of quiescence has
suddenly become important again in world affairs.” Though
it was only the beginning of that awakening and the period
ahead would still have to be a period of transition, Asia was
determined to take, as Nehru put it, “her rightful place with
other continents”. He was proud that India was playing “‘her
part in this new phase of Asian development”. But to others
engaged in the task of finalising the transfer of power, the
conference did not mean much. Neither Nehru’s colleagues in
the Congress nor the League leaders bothered about it. To
them, the task nearer home demanded all attention; nor were
they, temperamentally or politically, much enamoured of such
assemblies. To Nehru, India ever remained a part of Asia and
the world and, hence, even in the midst of her tragedy, the
internationalist in him could not forget her obligation to the
rest of the exploited people.

True to his task, Mountbatten busied himself with giving the
finishing touches to the last act. He met Gandhiji, Jinnah,
Nehru, Azad and other leaders, of both the Congress and the
League, several times. Having satisfied himself that there was
no basis for a united India, he made them accept the inevitable
— Partition. Time and circumstance had already brought

4
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Nehru and Patel round. Jinnah first ridiculed the idea of a
“moth-eaten” Pakistan, as he called the Mountbatten plan, and
then reconciled himself to whatever he could get. Even the
British initially were not happy over partition but Mountbatten
brought home to them that there was no other choice; it
was the only plan which could produce the minimum agree-
ment among the parties for the withdrawal of the British. He
paid a hurried visit to London and secured the imprimatur
of the British Government on his scheme. Returning to India,
he called a conference of prominent leaders on June 2, 1947,
and after receiving their endorsement, announced the details
of his partition plan the next day. Nehru, sad at heart, declared,
“It is with no joy in my heart that I commend these proposals,
though I have no doubt in my mind that this is the right
course.” The distinction between the “heart’”” and the “mind”
was significant. At a historic A.-I.C.C. meeting held two weeks
later, Gandhiji was the unhappiest person present; he could'not
approve of the plan but was too unnerved to say anything.
Apparently, he did not have either the heart or th.e courage to
oppose his own proteges and plunge the country into a.nother
struggle. Nehru tersely commended the. p.lan and it was
approved by 153 votes to 29 with 36 abstentions.

For two months, thereafter, until the zero hour on Aug.ust 15,
1947, the communal situation steadily deteriorated despite tht{:‘
agreement between the Congress and the League. In the lam;o
the jungle, loosed by the brutes, where was the place for
security of life or property? -

In tiondon, t}?e IZc)xfzt:itutional forr.nalities were ruslfl;?g
through and by the end of July, the Indian ]Fndependex;lcc At:t
had been passed by both Houses of Pz}rhament. The o
brought into existence the Dominion of Ind-la and theTDO}I:uT i
of Pakistan consisting of the Provinces of Sind, the I\OHI - e
Frontier and West Punjab in the west, and East Benga Iintten
east. Nehru and the Congress decided to let Moul.lt‘ 9;1 o
continue as the first Governor-General of thede;‘HII)l:Ii; o
India, but Jinnah appointed himselfas’ the hea i‘; rotaining
Though criticised at that time, Nehru’s gesture

B e vt ey
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Mountbatten proved beneficial to India. He not only helped
Nehru and his colleagues to settle many thorny problems of
partition but exercised a moderating influence on Indian
princes who, on a characteristic interpretation of the lapse of
paramountcy, seemed to aspire to freedom. Mountbatten was
clear in his mind about the role the princes would have to play
in the new set-up and, consequently, advised them, in private
and in public, to take a realistic view of the constitutional
position and to accede to one Dominion or the other, mindful
of their geographical position and the religious character of
their subjects.

At the stroke of midnight on the appointed day, Nehru rose
to the occasion and to the full stature of his leadership. In the
Constituent Assembly, he declared, “Long ago, we made a
tryst with destiny and now the time comes when we shall
redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure but very
substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the
world sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom.” He con-
cluded with the exhortation, ‘““This is no time for petty and
destructive criticism, no time for ill-will or blaming others. We
have to build the noble mansion of free India where all her
children may dwell.” Most of India celebrated the birth of
free India with great rejoicing and enthusiasm but there was
one who, though the architect of it all, kept himself aloof. He
sensed no happiness in his heart or fulfilment of his dream. He
continued his one-man mercy mission in far-off villages in
East Bengal, bringing help to the needy, comfort to the dis-
tressed and balm to the lacerated — all victims of independence
in the country’s very hour of glory.

XV —BLOOD AND SACRIFICE

True, independence brought joy to millions but it plunged
Bengal and the Punjab into an agony unknown in India’s
history. As months passed both Hindus and Muslims, on either
side of the border, realised that partiion might have solved
the constitutional tangle, but at a price immeasurable in terms
of human misery. The uprooted did not know where to go. To
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many of them it was a journey to doom. Protection iyas
guaranteed to the minorities by the infant Dominions ; but
neither was able to implement it. In the wake of the holo-
caust came.the Radcliff Award, demarcating the boundaries
between the two States, but instead of settling the dispute it
only fanned the flames of communal frenzy, especially in the
border areas. More than half a million people died in search
of rchabilitation ; those who survived came to a new soil free
but not their own. »

As trainloads of refugees from West Pakistan poured into
India, the atmosphere in Delhi and East Punjab became
charged with hatred. There was indiscriminate looting, and
even murder and rape. Gandhiji was a disillusioned soul. His
faith in the intrinsic goodness of humanity was shaken. As he
saw those orgies he was appalled by the cruelty of man to man.
Every day, at his prayer meeting, he enlarged the theme of
peace and communal harmony with a messianic fervour. People
heard him but he did not find in them the proper response.

Nehru, as he confessed in a broadcast, was also “full of
horror with the things I saw and that I heard”. To the Prime
Minister, it was a challenge, a challenge to his leadership and
to the secular character of India. He was distressed to find even.
some of his own colleagues in the Congress and the Cabinet
wavering in their faith in secularism. But in no circumstance
could he be untrue to himself; in that flood of hostility he st.ood
firm as a rock. Alone he gave battle to the communalists,
without ruth or fear. He braved the wrath of fana.tics who,
_ with dagger in hand, sought to stab at the back of his secular
state. He declared, unmindful of his popularity, t’hatwhatever
Pakistan might have done, he would not let India shape as a
Hindu State. He said, “India is not a communal state 1’3,11t a
democratic state in which every citizen has equal rights. TO
this pledge, he received the unequivocal support of Ganghtli];
In retrospect it emerges as a miracle how the master ;n o
disciple held back the dark forces of communalism t atth

i end of the country to another.
gripped the people from one

Was freedom worth the price of partition?
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Nehru ruefully admitted, “We consented to partition because
we thought that, thereby, we were purchasing peace and
security.” He was not sure, if he had the same choice again,
what he would do. The period of trial and anguish brought
Nehru much closer to Gandhiji, perhaps closer than at any
time. He rushed to him every day for advice and guidance,
even on trifles. He looked to him for moral support in his
differences with Patel, which were ever widening on account
of a fundamental divergence in outlook. Nor were his other
colleagues, particularly J. B. Kripalani, who was then the
Congress President, very happy with him or with the relations
that subsisted between the Government and the Congress.

. His socialist friends like Narendra Deva and Jayaprakash

Narayan considered Nehru weak-kneed and wanted him to
break away from Patel. In the midst of growing disaffection
all round, he found reassurance and renewed faith in Gandhiji.
In October, 1947 Pathan tribesmen from Pakistan invaded
Kashmir, Maharaja Hari Singh acceded to India and Nehru
had to rush his troops in order to defend the frontier State
from the advancing raiders. The tribal invasion hardly helped
to restore faith in the dona fides of Pakistan; or in her declara-

-tion of protection to the Hindu minority. Hence, there was a

sudden communal flare-up, especially in Delhi. Pained by
these developments Gandhiji embarked on a fast unto death
so that he could persuade all Indians, irrespective of caste or
creed, to “‘live like brothers”. Nehru believed that “the loss
of Gandhiji’s life would mean the loss of India’s soul”. He
told the people so. )

The Mahatma’s fast had its moral eflect. Within five days,
not only did the communal situation in Delhi improve but, as
a corollary to it, even the gulf between Nehru and Patel was
bridged. But that was not enough. There was no genuine
meeting of hearts. Little did the nation then know that a
supreme sacrifice would have to be made in the next few weeks.
During those anxious days, Nehru vindicated, as a British
observer said, ‘“‘one’s faith in the humanist and civilised
intellect”. In the ‘“‘turmoil of communalism, with all its
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Nehru returned to his post to redeem that pledge, to carry on
that task, with unswerving faith in the nation, with unreserved
loyalty to the master, with the unbending response of a
karmayogi to the call of duty.

XVI — ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS

One immediate good that the Mahatma’s martyrdom did
was to bring home to the people the degeneration into which
Indian society had fallen. There was a welcome spirit of
repentance among them and a rededication to the ideal of
communal harmony. The tidal wave had been checked for the
most part. Nehru and his colleagues were anxious to put to
constructive purpose the new spirit of amity at home. But
while the atmosphere in India was improving there was a fresh
outburst of communal hatred in East Bengal which promptly
had its impact on West Bengal. Thousands of Hindu refugees
crossed the border into West Bengal ; and the intensity of their
distress evoked sympathy with them as also resentment against
Pakistanis and those Indian Muslims who had supported the
conception of Pakistan. Again, Hindu-Muslim relations became
strained. Several responsible people demanded a war against
Pakistan, unmindful of its repercussions. Their cry was a big
challenge to Nehru’s leadership; but it was a benevolent
circumstance that at that crucial moment Patel stood firmly
by the Prime Minister, even though he showed no particular
concern for the fate of Indian Muslims. He was anxious that
Nehru, without being bellicose, should be tough towards
Pakistan. This policy bore fruit, and the Pakistani Premier,
Liagat Ali Khan, rushed to New Delhi from Karachi and
held a series of talks with Nehru. An agreement was eventually
signed on April 8, 1950 under which refugees were guaranteed
the right to return to their original homes, protection in transit
and the right to transfer movable property and to dispose of
immovable property. Safeguards were also provided for the
recovery of looted property and abducted women.

The two Premiers promised to provide equal rights for -
minorities in both countries. Nevertheless, West Bengal leaders
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considered the Nehru-Liagat Pact an act of appeasement
and the two Bengali members of Nehru’s Cabinet, S. P.
Mukerjec and K. G. Niyogi, resigned. Had it not been for the -
uncquivocal support that Patel gave to the Pact, the situation
might have worsened.

The Sardar, however, was not too happy at Nehru’s ungquali-
fied secularism; nor did he like his radical attitude towards
social reforms, in particular the codification of Hindu law and
his insistence on socialistic measures in the economic field. He
was indifferent to the Planning Commission, which Nehru so
eagerly set up; nor did he approve of Nehru’s hostility towards
the landed and moneyed interests. In selecting Purushottamdas
Tandon for the Congress Presidentship in 1950, he threw a
challenge to Nehru because Tandon stood for orthodox values
in social affairs and for economic development on private
lines. He also favoured a strong policy towards Pakistan.
Against Tandon, the Nehruites put up Kripalani, who is
now one of the chief opponents of Nehru, but Tandon won,
proving the superior hold of Patel on the party machine.
Nehru himself kept aloof from the contest, but later refused to
co-operate with Tandon or join the latter’s Working Commut-
tee. At the Nasik session of the Congress, over which Tandon
presided, Patel saw that for the masses, Congress meant Nehru.
He, therefore, relented and persuaded him to accept the
membership. Nehru agreed, unwillingly, for the s.a}ke of party
unity. A few months later, Patel died and with Lim the only
serious challenge to Nehru’s leadership in the Congress e.nded.
Nothing could thereafter happen in the Congress - without
Nehru’s approval ; he was the lord-and master of the party. t

That was why Tandon, with his peculiar ideas, could no
continue as President and by September, 1951 he had to resign.
Nehru took over the presidentship and the dual role .of co}rll-
trolling the executive as Prime Minister and_managmgf th]:
party as President continued until 1954, when one o y
nominees, U. N. Dhebar, took charge of the Congress Orgarilil
- sation. Dhebar guided the organisation for five years un
Nehru’s own daughter, Indira Gandhi, succeeded him.
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Meanwhile, the Constituent Assembly concluded its labours
at the end of four years and adopted a constitution on November
26, 1949. It came into force on January 26, 1950 making India
a sovereign, democratic Republic.

While Nehru was busy giving a new dynamism to people’s
aspirations and occasionally a necessary lead to the rest of
Asia—as he did by calling a 1g9-Nation Asian Confer-
ence in January, 1949 in New Delhi to protest against the
Dutch “police action’ in Indonesia — Deputy Prime Minister
Patel was engaged in integrating 650 odd princely States into
the Indian Union. By August 15, 1947, he had managed to
bring about the accession of all but Junagadh, Hyderabad and
Kashmir. These taxed the patience and resourcefulness of
India’s new administrators. Of them, Junagadh proved to be a
storm in a tea cup. Hyderabad with the Nizam at its head and
fanatical Razakars running amuck among its people, was a
tough affair. Its size and historical background could not be
ignored. Nehru and Patel gave a long rope to His Exalted
Highness, who dreamt of an independent kingdom and whose
advisers even flirted with Pakistan. Ultimately, on September
13, 1048, Indian troops marched into Hyderabad, launched
police action and took over the State.

Broadcasting on the occasion, Nehru declared, “We are
men of peace, hating war, and the last thing we desire is to
come into armed conflict with anyone. Nevertheless, circum-
stances, which you know well, compelled us to take this action
in Hyderabad. Fortunately, it was brief and we return with
relief to paths of peace again.” He was pleased with the
“restraint and discipline” shown by both Muslims and non-
Muslims. He was happy that, despite the communal danger
inherent in the situation, “not a single communal incident
occurred in the length and breadth of this great country.”

In Kashmir, the situation was different because of the
aggression committed by Pakistan and the consequential com-
plaint of India to the Security Council. In a speech to the
Constituent Assembly in March, 1948, Nehru explained the
position thus: . .. Kashmir is not a case of communal
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conflict; it may be a case of political conflict, if you like; it
may be a case of any other conflict, but it is essentially not a
case of communal conflict. Therefore, this struggle in Kashmir,
although it has brought great suffering in its train to the people
of Kashmir and placed a burden on the Government and the
people of India, nevertheless, stands out as a sign of hope that
we see a certain kind of co-operation, combination and co-
ordination among certain elements, Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and
other, on an equal level, and for a political fight for their own
freedom. I wish to stress this because it is continually being
said by our opponents and critics on the other side that this
1s a communal affair and that we are there to support the
Hindu or the Sikh minorities as against the Muslim masses
of Kashmir. Nothing can be more fantastically untrue. We
could not for instance send our armies and we would not be
there if we were not supported by very large sections of the
population, which means the Muslims of Kashmir. We woul.d
not have gone there in spite of the invitation of the Maharaja
of Kashmir if that invitation had not been backed by the
representatives of the people of Kashmir and may I say to the
House that in spite of our armies having functioned with great
gallantry, even our armies could not have succeeded (éxcfpt
with the help and co-operation of the people of Ka}shr?ur.
Nearer home, two major problems— rehabilitation of
refugees and economic planning — engaged N ehru’s attention.
In less than a year more than five million Hindus had cr.ossed
over from West Pakistan, and three million from East Pakistan.
Their absorption was a gigantic task. But, by November., 1 9513,
Nehru could report to Parliament that “compare'd \v}'lth 1tl e
way in which the refugee problem has bf:en do,s,alt V\:lth in (Z{: fr
countries, our results have been credltabl.e . In regard | 3
planning, the Planning Commmission .constltuted by Cllumftlr
March, 1950, with himself as Chairman, prepiIlrr_C P?ive-
labouring for fifteen months the blue print of ‘-che irst o
Year Plan, which primarily aimed at self-suﬂimencyf in ofo;
Nehru created two sectors, the public and thf: pl;lva;e;mer
undertaking the work of national development, with the fo
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exercising, as the Prime Minister emphasised, “strategic
control” over the latter. Under the Plan, multi-purpose
irrigation and power projects were given priority. Of such, the
gigantic Bhakra-Nangal project in the Punjab, the massive
Hirakud dam in Orissa, the sprawling Damodar Valley
project in West Bengal, the Kosi project in Bihar, the Tunga-
bhadra project in Andhra, the Mayurakshi project in West
Bengal, the Koyna project in Bombay and the Kundah Valley
project in Madras are all monuments to Nehru’s planning.
He often refers to them as places of pilgrimage in modern
India.

Speaking about the targets of the First Five-Year Plan in
1952, Nehru declared, “Our ideals are high and our objectives
are great. Compared with them, the Five-Year Plan appears
to be a modest beginning. But let us remember that this is the
first great effort of its kind and that it is based on the realities
of today and not on our wishes. It must, therefore, be related
to our present resources or else it will remain unreal. . . .”

The first general election under the new Constitution in
1951-52 was a triumph of Nehru’s leadership ; it was a historic
experiment carried out magnificently. The electorate was
colossal and consisted of 17g million voters — the biggest in
the world — more than eighty per cent. of whom were too
illiterate to understand the technique of voting. They had to
elect 4,000 representatives, 489 to the Lok Sabha and 3,375 to
the various State Assemblies. They were required to vote at
one of 196,000 polling booths. True, Nehru was anxious to
canvass their votes for the Congress candidates; but he was
more particular about building a sound and solid democratic
structure. As he reported to the A.-I.C.C., “The coming
elections are important, but it is far more important to know
exactly what we stand for and how we want to function in the
future. It is better to keep our soul and to lose an clection than
to win that election in the wrong way and with wrong
methods.”

Electioneering was not new for Nehru; he had done it in
1937 and 1945. But the present election was different; it was
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based on adult franchise. The 170 odd million voters were
spread over thousands of villages .and huridreds of towns;;
to reach them all was an impossible task. But Nehru toured
extensively, covering about 30,000 miles and addressing no
fewer than 3o million people. The result was that the Congress
swept the polls. In Parliament it won 362 of 48q seats and
secured a majority in most of the States. Nehru had good
reason to be satisfied with the outcome, even proud of it. He
was victorious both in his experiment of democracy as well as
in bringing his party back to power.

XVII — FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Under her new constitution, India ceased to be a Dominion
and became a Sovereign Democratic Republic; nevertheless,
she did not leave the Commonwealth. For years Nehru had
advocated a complete severance of the British connection, but
the man®r in which the British left and the new forces, “full
of strife”, looming on the world horizon compelled him to takea
more realistic view. Hence, at the conclusion of the conference
of the Commonwealth Prime Ministers in London on April 27,
1949 he agreed to a declaration endorsed by all ot}qer mem.l)f:rs
that India, though a Republic, would remain within the Brft}sh
Commonwealth of Nations. Under the new formula, the British
Sovereign became the symbolic Head of the Cor'nm.onwealth-

On his return home, Nehru defended his decision 1n 2 broad-
cast to his people. As he put it, ““I have naturally looked to the
interests of India, for that is my first duty. I have always
conceived that duty in terms of the larger good of the world.
That is the lesson that our master taught us and. he tf)ld us also
to pursue the ways of peace and of fri.en(.ishlp with o’t’heHrS;
always maintaining the freedom and dignity of India. iy
saw hatred in men’s hearts and fear and suspicion clouding
their vision. He was, therefore; anxious to welcome every zltleyi
that would lead to a lessening of the tension in the world. In tha

‘light, it could not but be a good augury for the future that the

d England should have been

i ia an :
old conflict between Ind e oaatics.

resolved in a friendly way, honourable to
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- There were too many disruptive forces in the world and the
Prime Minister was averse to throwing ‘‘our weight in favour
of further disruption, and any opportunity that offers itself
to heal old wounds and to further the cause of co-operation
should be welcomed”. He, however, made it clear that “the
evil part” of the Empire would have to be broken; as also
anythihg that came in the way of any member-nation’s growth.
He added “. .. it is better to keep a co-operative association
going which may do good in this world rather than break it.”

In less than a week after his arrival, Nehru took steps for
the ratification of the London decision in the Constituent
Assembly and, despite opposition from socialists and commu-
nists, was able to obtain overwhelming support of the members;
thus was put India’s seal on the new relationship with Britain.
Later, the Congress also approved the decision at its Jaipur
session. In Britain and other Commonwealth countries, it
created a further reservoir of goodwill for India. To the rest of
the world, it was a fine lesson in co-existence; it enhanced the
prestige of India.

Before returning from his historic visit to London, Nehru
stopped at Paris, where the General Assembly of the United
Nations was in session. He was invited to address it. In an
eloquent appeal for a revaluation of Asia’s role in world
affairs, Nehru declared in a passage which has assumed historic
importance: “May I say, as a representative from Asia, that
we honour Europe for its culture and for the great advance in
human civilisation which it represents? May I say that we are
equally interested in the solution of European problems; but
may I also say that the world is something bigger than Europe,
and you will not solve your problems by thinking that the
problems of the world are mainly European problems. There
are vast tracts of the world which may not in the past, for a
few generations, have taken much part in world affairs. But
they are awake; their people are moving and they have no
intention whatever of being ignored or of being passed by.
It is a simple fact that I think we have to remember because,
unless you have the full picture of the world before you, you
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will not even understand the problem, and if you isolate any
single problem in the world from the rest, you do not under~
stand the problem. Today, I do venture to submit that Asia
counts in world affairs. Tomorrow, it will count much more
than today.”

To convey the same message, Nehru undertook a year later
at the invitation of President Truman a trip to the United
States. It was his first visit to America. He was impressed by
the gigantic strides in technological and material fields made
by Americans, but he did not find depth in their approach to
life. He was amazed by the reaction to his policy of non-
alignment. He took pains to explain it but he found little
responsc among responsible Americans. He assured the House
of Representatives, “We have to achieve freedom and defend
it. We have to meet aggression and to resist it, and the force
employed must be adequate for the purpose. But even when
preparing to resist aggression, the ultimate objective, .the
objective of peace and reconciliation, must never be lost mght
of, and heart and mind must be attuned to this supreme aim,
and not swayed or clouded by hatred or fear. Tl}is 1s thf.: basis
and the goal of our foreign policy. We are neither blind to
reality nor do we propose to acquiesce in any challenge to
man’s freedom, from whatever quarter it may come. Where
freedom is menaced, or justice-threatened, or where aggression
takes place, we cannot be and shal.l not be ngutral. What w:z
plead for, and endeavour to practice in our own important wa};}z
is a binding faith in peace, and an unfailing endeavour of thoug
and action to ensure it.”” He hoped that the great .democr?c’y
of the United States would understand and appreciate .Indla s
approach to life’s problems because Nehru was amo;ﬁi ctso
develop friendship and co-operation between fhe two r CP‘; herf;
In a tone ringing with sincerity he told _Amenca, I stan”
to offer both in the pursuit of justice, liberty and peacft;.ui .

Nehru’s first visit to America was, however, not Yeryd that it’:
it only hardened his_attitude to the West. He believe ;

‘ jal complex and continued t0
had not yet got over the colonia p o he Fast:
take Asia and Africa for granted. That was not so ;
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from there he received both admiration and sympathy, even
public support to his international stand.

In the latter half of October, 1954, Nehru visited China
and in a triumphant tour was able to see the many changes
that the communists had brought about in a short time.
He saw, as he himself said, “This ancient country in new garb,
and it is the face of youth here that I shall especially remember,
the vital, active joyful faces of young men and young women,
boys and girls and children, that is the memory especially
that I shall carry with me.”

He was convinced that China was anxious to be friends with
India and emphasised that both could learn something from
each other. To use his own words: “Both can co-operate in
many ways even though their problems may differ to some
extent and their methods might not be the same. The essential
thing between two nations and two peoples is tolerance and
friendly feelings. If these are present, then, other things follow.
I am convinced that these are present in China and India.”
Earlier, during the visit to India of the Chinese Prime Minister,
Chou En-lai, concrete shape to this understanding had been
given by a re-affirmation of the five principles incorporated
in the preamble to the Sino-Indian agreement on trade with
Tibet. In a joint declaration the two Prime Ministers declared
in June, 1954 that they would abide by those principles which
came to be known as the Panchshila; these are (1) mutual
respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty;
(2) non-aggression ; (3) non-interference in each other’s internal
affairs; (4) equality and mutual advantage and (5) peaceful
co-existence and economic co-operation.

In their opinion, if these principles were applied not only
between various countries but in international relationship
generally, they would surely lay a sound foundation for peace
and security, and the fears and apprehensions that exist today
would give place to a feeling of confidence. In their subsequent
meetings, which took placé periodically, the two Prime
Ministers tried to apply them in practice in their relation with
each other but on the question of Tibet and the undemarcated
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Sino-Indian frontiers, the Chinese were always stiff and became
“aggressive” towards India after the revolt of the Dalai Lama
and his followers in 195g.

However, at the Afro-Asian Conference held in Bandung
in 1955, where both Nehru and Chou played a prominent
part, these principles held sway and were elaborated into Ten
Principles for world peace. They were approved by 29 parti-
cipating Governments of Asia and Africa. Since then, “Ban-
dung” has become a symbol of the new awakening of the
Afro-Asian world and of its determination to take its rightful
place among the nations.

Soon after Bandung, Nehru made his ‘historic. journey to the
Soviet Union; two years later he went again to the United
States but this time at the invitation of a friend, President
Eisenhower. Both the visits were of tremendous significance.
The,one because it brought India and the Soviet Union closer
together than ever before; subsequently the return vis'it to
India of Bulganin and Khrushchev strengthened that friend-
ship still more. The other, because of the clearing of several
misunderstandings between the two great republics.

Despite the risk of Western reaction Ne}?ru ShOWt?d
courage in undertaking the visit to the Soviet Union and still
more in inviting the Soviet leaders to India but he was :amplly
rewarded by the firm attitude taken by the Soviet Union in
favour of India on the questions of Kashmir and Goa—a part
of India still in Portuguese possession—and the large-sc.ale eco-
nomic aid that came from Russia. In fact, these visits reinforced
Nehru’s position, both nationally and internationally. Though
the West was not happy at first and did not ma%:C any
secret of its misgivings about these developments it soon
realised that India could not be taken for granted and
hence there was a keener desire on its part to come to terms

with India. '
On his second visit to the United States in 1956 the treatment

given to Nehru was different. He was listened to more respecg-
fully and even his non-alignment policy was not dev;lu}fm;
In this, Eisenhower, no doubt, played a great part; but Ne |
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also assured the Congressmen and Senators of America that
though India might be neutral in her international dealings,
she would not be neutral where freedom was in peril or
democracy was threatened.

In his meetings with Western leaders in Europe on several
occasions, especially during the Commonwealth Prime Minis-
ters’ Conferences, Nehru sought to clarify his foreign policy.
It goes to his credit that despite the adverse and sometimes
hostile press in the West he was able to convince those who
came into personal contact with him about the sincerity of his
approach and his bona fides. In consequence, there was better
understanding even in the West of the role of India in world
affairs. In the newly-freed countries of Asia and Africa Nehru
‘had already won a reservoir of goodwill and affection. To
most of them he was the inspirer and guide of their own
liberation. That was why Kings and Prime Ministers came
to India, paid glowing tribute to Nehru’s leadership and
in return invited him to their countries and publicly idolised
him. This was so specially in Burma and Indonesia in South-
East Asia and Egypt, Syria and Saudi Arabia in West Asia.
Leaders from Africa also came to him, including the Prime
Ministers of the Sudan and Ghana. In particular, Nkrumah
impressed him greatly. Nehru hailed him asa “shining starin the
new firmament of Africa”. Africa is one of the few continents
which Nehru has not yet visited. He has been invited and
even pressed by the African leaders but he has as yet not
been able to fulfil his promise. He has declared that
nothing would make him happier than to do so as soon as
time permitted because he has always had a great fascination
for the African people and their culture.

XVIII — PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
In India Nehru’s leadership, though criticised sometimes by
the left, sometimes by the right, continued unchallenged. In
1957, it was put to another democratic test in the second
general election. The ruling Congress Party relied more on
his personality than on its programme for its electoral success.

5
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A vote for the Congress was openly solicited as a vote for Néhru.
But the Iee}der himself spoke more about the achievements of
the party in power—of the Five-Year Plans, the community
development projects, the objective of a socialistic pattern of
society and finally, India’s growing status in the world. It
was, however, accepted on all hands that with most voters, it
was the magic of the Nehru name which weighed. As a result,
the Congress won 75 per cent. of the seats in the Lok Sabha
and 65 per cent. of the seats in the State Legislatures. For
Nehru it was a magnificent achievement; it confirmed his
immense hold on his people and added to his international
stature. Except in Kerala, the Congress was able to form
ministries in all other reorganised States. At the Centre its
sway was overwhelming.

Soon after the formation of a new Government, Nehru faced
a crisis in India’s economy, caused by an acute shortage of
foreign exchange and food. The Prime Minister exhorted the
nation to produce more food and warned his Party that unless
the economic situation was retrieved, freedom would be
jeopardised. He also called for the speedy introduction of land
reforms and eventually made the Nagpur session of the Con-
gress approve such radical measures as State trading in food
grains, co-operative farming and service co-operatives. Never-
theless, the economy.was giving way at many points and there
was strong criticism of his policies from different quarters;
the left attacked him as being weak-kneed and the nglft
thought he was going too fast. There were alsp attast' on -hlS
policy of non-alignment, which had resulted in a diminution
of Western aid to India. Nehru replied, “I say with a challenge
that even if Jawaharlal Nehru were to go mad, the Congress

and the country will not depart from the policy of n?n-ahg:n-
ment and socialism.” He was conscious of the difficulties

the country faced; he was worried about thef sef:bz;ck to
some of his cherished programmes. Still, he said, We 1}&11
riever change our policy. If somebody. doe§ not want to give
us aid, well, let him keep his money with him. We will go on

without aid.”
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However, there was a time especially after the Gauhati
Congress, when he felt “‘stale and flat”. He wanted to give up
office. As he told the Congress Parliamentary Party in April
1959, “I feel now that I must have a period when I can free
myself from this daily burden . . .””. He did not want to escape
from responsibility but was anxious to operate for at least six
months as a private citizen untrammelled by office. The
announcement came as a bombshell to the Congress, to the
country. Neither his colleagues in the Cabinet nor the rank
and file of the Congress Party were prepared to allow him to
retire. From everywhere, pressure was put on him to continue;
eventually he relented, rather grudgingly. “The atmosphere
is getting heavier, murkier, more difficult for a sensitive person
to breathe easily. What is one to do, I do not know,” he said.

The episode over, Nehru returned to the saddle with
renewed dedication to planning for the future. He was in a
hurry to build the India of his dreams. Under his inspiration
the framers of the Second TFive-Year Plan had set specific
tasks: (i) a sizable increase in national income so as to raise
the level of living in the country; (i) rapid industrialisation
with particular emphasis on the development of basic and
heavy industries; (iiz) a large expansion in employment
opportunities and (i) the reduction of inequalities in income
and wealth, and a more even distribution of economic power.

Looking to the backward conditions and poverty of the
people, these were not ambitious undertakings. By the end
of the Plan in 1961, the national income would increase by
25 per cent.; there would be 10 million new jobs; production
of food grains would go up by 25 per cent., cotton by 31 percent.
and jute by 25 per cent.; 21 million more acres of land would
be brought under irrigation; industrial production would

- rise by 64 per cent., steel recording 231 per cent., partly because

of the Soviet-aided Bhilai, the West-German-aided Rourkela,
and the British-aided Durgapur—all fruits of Nehru’s policy
of non-alignment.

Moreover, railways would be modernised and ecxtended;
transport—both sea and land—would be enlarged; education
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:would be widely spread; medical facilities would be greatly
Increased; and finally, the shape of rural India would be
changed by the extension of the community development
programme. At the inauguration of this last programme,
which assured a new existence to 325 million people, Nehru
exclaimed, “The work which has been started here today spells
the revolution about which some people have been shouting
for so long. This is not a revolution based on chaos and the
breaking of heads, but on a sustained effort to eradicate
poverty.” Essentially a scheme of self-help, it has brought to
thousands of villages new roads, buildings, schools, hospitals
and helped them in reclaiming virgin and waste lands, and
given them more food, more clothing, better health and a
modicum of education. Rightly Nehru boasted, “Nothing
has happened in any country in the world during the last few
years so big in content and so revolutionary in design as the
community development projects in India.” His statement
was supported by an acknowledged American authority on
rural development—M. L. Wilson, who, after an extensive
survey of these projects, recorded, “My admiration ar}d
enthusiasm for the programme as a whole, its vastness, 1ts
organisation and its objectives is such that I can -hardly express
my judgment and opinions except in superlau.ves. In many
aspects, there has been nothing approaching its scope and
objectives in the history of rural improvement and adult
education throughout the entire world.” .
But the emphasis in the Second Plan has been on 'rapld
industrialisation; according to Nehru it could be ac.hleved,
especially in the field of heavy industrie§ by e.nlal.‘gmg t]};e
public sector. By the resolution on Industrial Policy issued by
his Government on April 30, 1956 the scope of Ste.Lte entfzr-
1 iderably expanded and included “all mdustrl(?S
prise was consi oly exp . oy
of basic and strategic importance, or in the Pature of pu ]
utility services,” as also “other industries which are essentia

and require investment on a scale which only the State, in the
In pursuance of this

i could provide”.
present circumstances, P Slant

policy, Nehru went ahead with the installation of heavy

-

i
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and machinery for iron and steel production; with machine-
tool manufacture; with mining and heavy electrical plants.
In other industries the State’s interference in larger public
interest was clearly stated; and though industrialists were
assured that there would be no nationalisation of their private
concerns, they would have to function within the new frame-
work of a socialist economy. Naturally there was panic in the
private sector. Nehru, however, assured it, “I do not want
State socialism of that extreme in which the State is all-power-
ful and governs practically all activities ... I should, there-
fore, like decentralisation of economic power. We cannot, of
course, decentralise iron and steel and locomotives and such
other big industries but you can have small units of industries
as far as possible on a co-operative basis with State control
in a general way. I am not at all dogmatic about it.”” His
economic adviser, P. C. Mahalanobis, had a solution: large
machine-building industry as the basis for secondary indus-
tries ; and cottage industries as the basis for large-scale employ-
ment. The private sector was alarmed at this approach; under
its pressure considerable modifications were made, with the
result that there is much greater harmony now between the.
public and private sectors than previously.

Nevertheless, as an earnest of Nehru’s socialism, his Finance
Minister, T. T. Krishnamachari, who later resigned under
unhappy circumstances, presented a novel budget for increasing
taxation and raising more revenue for financing the new schemes.
It was such a radical departure from all budgetary precedents
that it shook the whole economic structure. Krishnamachari,
however, remained firm. He declared, “We could not have
taken a different course; in democracy it is very difficult to
get credit from people unless you do something substantial.”

In 1958 the Second Plan faced serious trouble due to a large
foreign exchange gap; it had to be pruned and one of the
victims of pruning was the community development programme,
which had to be slowed down. Nehru was, naturally, sad and
distressed. Similarly, in the field of land reforms, despite his
own convictions and personal enthusiasm, he had to mark time.
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The subject falls in the State list and the State Ministries do
not share to that extent his ideological concern for giving land
to the tiller; some drastic measures have, no doubt, been
taken by them but the situation has not improved. In his
anxiety to hasten the process Nehru even amended the Con-
stitution making compensation for acquired land non-justici-
able and leaving the executive free to determine its quantum—
a measure which provoked considerable opposition in various
quarters. Equally slow and haphazard has been the progress
of education, 8o per cent. of the population still remaining
illiterate. Again on the question of over-population he is
neither clear nor firm; in fact he seems to believe, much to the
surprise of his own experts, that “India can support a larger
population given economic growth’.

In scientific and technological development, Nehru has
always taken great interest; that is why he has set up twelve
national laboratories in various parts of the country to flo
research in subjects as diverse as agriculture, industpal
technology, nutrition, malaria, cancer, fuel, drugs, tropical
medicine, leather, glass and céramics. For nuclear research he
has almost a passion ; ever since its formation he has kept the
Department of Atomic Energy under his own (.:harge and
established two nuclear-research institutes, one in Bombay
and the other in Calcutta. One atomic reactor———Apsara——l}as
already been commissioned; another is under way, with

Canadian help.

XIX — STRESSES AND STRAINS

OnE of Nehru’s outstanding contributions to the building up
of free India is the sense of unity and stability that he has given
to the administration ; his personality itself has been the strongc{.
est cementing factor. In fact, people sometimes becpme alar}rlneis
and wonder what will happen to the whole fabric whenh et !
gone. That is why the persistent question: A.fter Nehru, Wh?t1 t'o
Even in his life-time, disruptive tendenm'es h.av.e sotlgﬁon
raise their ugly heads; one of these was the linguistic agiltiiles o%
Though based on sound, scientific and cultural princip
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administrative organisation, the language issue was exploited by
interested parties and became a challenge to Indian unity. The
first to wage a campaign were the Telugu-speaking people of
- Madras, who demanded a separate State of Andhra. A Congress -
worker, Potti Sriramulu, fasted to death. Atlast, Nehru gave in
and formally inaugurated the new State in October 1953.
Once Andhra was conceded, the other demands for linguistic
reorganisation could not be resisted. Although Nehru de-
nounced them as “foolish and tribal attitudes’”, he was con-
scious of the intensity of the people’s feelings and appointed a
States Reorganisation Commission to go into the whole ques-
tion and to suggest appropriate measures, bearing in mind the
need to preserve and strengthen Indian unity. After two years
of survey and investigation, the Commission reported, recom-
mending the redivision of the country into sixteen States and
three Territories. Not all were satisfied; in some parts like
Bombay and the Punjab, discontent took a most violent form.
Nehru vacillated, suggesting one modification after another.
Finally, solutions were announced by him and even approved
by Parliament but these did not resolve the conflict. In fact, in
Bombay, the Congress suffered heavy electoral reverses and
the Opposition parties forged a united front, took full advantage
of popular discontent and strengthened their party positions.
Equally disturbing has been the opposition in the South to
the introduction of Hindi as the official language of India;
the appointment of an Official Language Commission to
suggest the time and methods for the change-over from English
to Hindi intensified it. In 1957, the report was published,
recommending the replacement of English by Hindi by 1965;
it made the situation worse, and some forty Congress
M.P.s from the South petitioned for a delay until 1ggo. In
Madras, particularly, popular agitation rose to fever pitch;
Rajagopalachari publicly spoke of Hindi imperialism. Nehru
favoured gradualness, rebuked Hindi fanatics and assured
South Indians that he was himself “partial to English”. But
he was not prepared to give English an equal status with Hindi
—recognised as the official language by the Constitution—but
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guaranteed the former’s continued use for all official purposes as
an “associate language”. He declared, “I don’t want peoplein
the non-Hindi areas to feel that certain doors are closed to them.”

From the left, Nehru had been facing organised opposition
since independence ; but recently the right also, alarmed by the
speed of his socialism, took courage and came out openly
against him. His lifc-long colleague and friend, Rajagopala-
chari, gave the lead and in a short time was able to organise
a new party—the Swatantra (Freedom) Party—to halt what
he described as the Congress march to communism. At first,
Nehru scoffed at it, saying that it was a reactionary group
having no roots among the people, but later he showed some
concern at its growing influence, especially among the capita-
list, middle-class and educated circles, and warned the Con-
gress to be prepared to face its challenge.

From Kerala, where the Communists had obtained a
majority in the State Legislature and formed the Government,
came disquieting news of a mass upsurge ; there was discontent
all round and it threatened to paralyse the administrative
machinery. Reluctantly Nehru intervened, dismissing the
Communist Government and imposing President’s rule in t‘he
State. He justified the action on grounds of internal securty
and peace, and said, “Everyone concerned, 1'vhether he salg
it or not, wanted this done in the totality of circums:tances.
The communists were furious and damned his action as a
“betrayal of democracy”; in certain other quarters also,
doubts were expressed about its legality and ‘constltut.lonahty.

From across the frontiers, Nehru’s foreign policy was
subjected to unexpected stresses. First came the danger fron;
the rise of a military dictatorship, headed by General Ayu
Khan in Pakistan; it made the relations between the two
countries more tense. There was talk of a possibility of xYar,
but the Pakistani General showed commendable restraunicti
The clouds disappeared. On September I, 1959% N-elllznil taZn
Ayub Khan met at Palam Ai.rpO{t, New Delhi, G?r :n?ments
hour and pledged the determination of the t‘\:zo (;V e
to formulate relations between them on “a ratio
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planned” basis, abandoning the old system of tackling issues
in an ad hoc manner. The Pakistani leader spoke appreciatively
of Nehru and said that he was inspired by ‘“his personality
and by his thoughts and feelings of goodwill”.

From Communist China, whose case for admission into the
United Nations he had been fighting valiantly, trouble came
in a distressing and acute form. First was the internal revolt
in Tibet, regarding whose autonomy Chou En-lai had per-
sonally given a guarantee to Nehru in 1954 ; but despite it the
Tibetans were subjected to brutal communist repression, with
the result that the Dalai Lama and his followers had to flee and
take refuge in India. Because of cultural and historical affinities
between India and Tibet, Nehru was pained at the Chinese
behaviour. He told the Lok Sabha on April 27, 1959, “We
have no desire whatever to interfere in Tibet; we have every
desire to maintain the friendship between India and China;
but at the same time we have every sympathy for the people of
Tibet, and we are greatly distressed at their hapless plight.”
A week later, he declared in the Rajya Sabha that he was
“grieved beyond measure” at the developments over Tibet
and reminded the Chinese leaders who accused India of
interfering in China’s affairs and harbouring imperialist
plans that all that India had donec was to give shelter to the
Dalai Lama and the Tibetan refugees. Though Nehru remained
unshaken in his belief in the Panchshila, he admitted that it
was losing some of its glitter.

A few weeks later, he received a still bigger shock; the
Chinese started indulging in “continued aggression” against
India’s northern borders. Reporting the “incidents” to the
Lok Sabha in the middle of August 1959, he declared, “There
is no alternative to us but to defend our borders and our
integrit