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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

A new edition of the Political History of Ancient

India from the .dccession of Parikshit to the BExtinction of

the Gupte Dynasty is placed before the public. The
‘work has been out of print for some time, and need has
long been felt for a fresh edition. Therefore it goes forth
once more having been revised and re-written in the
light of the new information that is coming in so’ rapidly
and in such vast bulk. No pains have been spared to
bring the book up to date, and make it more attractive to
students. Material emendations have been made in almost
every chapter. Some of the extracts in Sanskrit have
been provided with English renderings. New paragraphs,
sections, appendices and genealogical tables have been
added where necessary, the more important additions will
be found on pages 5n, 14, 48, 50, 72f, 88n, 118, 178n,
TR 008, RO ”“’M 2544, 260n, 267 300, 302,

: Pel ‘”W” ‘j)pt"‘&; w = ‘\.q
1.....3511, & uu, G&Ll, ud;, ey, E 5! Pk ﬂf

Attention may be called here to the fact nob ; ,cheub e

in the text that in the Harivamsa there is a passage (I.
14, 17) which characterises the Pahlavas as Smasrudha-
rinah. Judged by this test, kings of the family of Rafiju-

bula and Nahapana, who are not unoften taken to be ; .
Parthians, could not have belonged to that natmnahty; as

~ their portraits found on coins (JRAS, 1913, bet. pp. 630-
631) show no traces of beards. They were, therefore, almost
certainly Sakas. Regarding the controversy about Patika,
pp. 284-85, itmay be noted that the Rajatarangini furnishes

“an instance of a son being replaced by his father as king’
(¢f. the case of Partha), and of a kmo'abdlcatmg in favour”\',\:‘;_f ;
of his son and again resuming Gontrol over the kmgdom(“ o

Aef. the case of Kalasa who contmued tobea co-ruler a.fte‘ "

the resumptxon of contml by his father)
i R : : oy
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A word may here be added about Dr. Thomas’
citation of the rule of Panini II. 2. 15. This is a
Samase rule and hardly refers to the cases to which
Thomas applies it.

A new feature of the present volume is the inclu-
sion of a number of maps, and a few chronological and
- synchronistic tables, which, it is to be hoped, will increase
the usefulness of the work. The incorporation of
fresh material has necessitated a recasting of the
_indexes.

The present writer never intended his work to be a
comprehensive survey of the political and dynastic his-
tory of every Indian province. He is chiefly concerned
with those kingdoms and empires whose influence tran-
scended provincial limits and had an important bearing
upon the general course of political events in the heart

~and nerve-centres of the Indian sub-continent. Dynasties

of mere local interest (e.g., the Tamil Prachasmtas
- of the far south, or the Himilayan Prafyantas in the
far north) have received very brief notice, as these did
: not acquire an all-India importance till after the Gupta
‘period when a Jayadeva Parachakrakama had intimate
dynastic relations with several rulers of the Indian
_interior, a Lalitaditya pushed his conquests as far as
Kanauj, and a Rajendra Chola carried his arms to the
~ banks of the Ganges.

‘Further, the author does not claim for the period
from Parikshit to Bimbisara the same degree of authen-

 ticity as for the age of the Mauryas, the Satavahanas and
 the Guptas. The absence of trustworthy contemporary
dynastic records makes it preposterous to put forward
such a proposition. Inregard to the early period it has
~been his principal endeavour to show that the huge
fabric of sacerdotal and rhapsodic legends is not based
solely on the mythical fancy of mendacious prissts and
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story-telling Diaskeuasts, that bardic tales sometimes
conceal kernels of sober facts not less trustworthy than
the current accounts of the dynasties immediately pre-
ceding the raid of Alexander, and that chronological
relation of the national transactions before 600 B. C. is
not impossible. In trying to demonstrate this he has
not confined himself to literature of a particular type,
but has collated the whole mass of evidence, Vedic as
well as Puranic, Brahmanical as well as non-Brahman-
ical, Buddhist as well as Jain, Indian as well as Hellenic.

The writer of these pages wishes to acknowledge
with sincere thanks his indebtedness to scholars and
critics who have helped him with valuable suggestions,
and especially to Dr. Barnett, Professor Schrader, Dr. Jarl
Charpentier, Mr. H. Subbaiya and Mr. Asananda Nag. He
is also grateful for the kind assistance which he received
in many difficulties from his friends and colleagues,
among whom Mr. failendranath Mitra, Dr. Sunitikumar
Chatterji, Mr. H. C. Ray and Mr. J. C. Chakravorti
deserve especial mention. His acknowledgments are also
due to Srijut Golapchandra Raychaudhuri who gave him
much valuable help in the preparation of maps and the
revision of the Indexes. The author does not claim that
the Indexes are exhaustive, but he has spared no pains
to include all important references.

Tae UNiversiTy, CALCUTTA : H.C.R.C.

April 12, 1927.



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

The object of the following pages is to sketch the
political history of Ancient India from the accession
of Parikshit to the extinction of the Gupta Dynasty.
The idea of the work suggested itself many years ago
from observing a tendency in some of the current books
to dismiss the history of the period from the Bharata
war to the rise of Buddhism as incapable of arrangement
‘in definite chronological order. The author’s aim has
been to present materials for an authentic chronological
history of ancient India, including the neglected Post-
Bharata period, but excluding the Epoch of the Kanauj
~ Empires which properly falls within the domain of the
historian of Mediseval India.

The volume now offered to the public consists of two
parts. In the first part an attempt has been made to
furnish, from a comparison of the Vedic, Epic, Puranic,
- Jaina, Buddhist and secular Brahmanical literatuve,
such a narrative of the political vicissitudes of the Post-
Parikshita-pre-Bimbisarian period as may not be less
_intelligible to the reader than Dr. Smith’s account of the
transactions of the Post-Bimbisarian age. It has also
been thought expedient to append, towards the end of
this part, a short chapter on kingship in the Brahmapa-
Jataka period. The purpose of the second part isto
provide a history of the period from Bimbisara to the
Guptas which will be, to a certain extent, more up to
date, if less voluminous, tha‘g the classic work of Dr.
Smith. gl

The greater part of the volume now published was
written some years ago, and the author has not had
the opportunity to discuss some of the novel theories
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advanced in recent works like The Cambridge Hz'sfbry of
India, and Mr. Pargiter’s duncient Indian Historical
Tradition.

 The writer of these pages offers his tribute of respect
to the Hon’ble Sir Asutosh Mookerjee for providing
opportunities for study which render it possible for a
young learner to carry on investigation in the subject
of his choice. To Professor D. R. Bhandarkar the
author is grateful for the interest taken in the progress
of the work. His acknowledgments are also due to
Messrs.  Girindramohan Sarkar and Rameschandra
Raychaudhuri for their assistance in preparing the In-
dexes. Lastly, this preface cannot be closed without a
word of thanks to Mr. A. C. Ghatak, the Superintendent,
for his help in piloting the work through the Press.

July 16, 1923. H.C. R.
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Political History of Ancient India

PART I

From the Accession of Parikshit to the Coronation of |
Bimbisara :

N

ForEWORD

No Thucydides or Tacitus has left for posterity a
genuine history of Ancient India. But the patient in-
vestigations of numerous scholars and archaeologists have
opened up rich stores of material for the reconstructmn ~
of the ancient history of our country :

The first notable attempt to * sort and arrange tha .
accumulated and ever-growing stores of knowledge”
was made by Dr. Vincent Smith. But the excellent
historian, failing to find sober history in bardic tales,,y
ignored the period immediately succeeding * the famous
war waged on the banks of the Jumna, between the sons
of Kuru and the sons of Pandu,” and took as his starting
- point the middle of the seventh century B.C. My aim
has been to sketch in outline the dynastic history of
Ancient India including the neglected period. I have
taken as my starting point the accession of Parikshit
which, according to Epicand Puranic tradition, took place“f'

shortly after the Bharata War.
S ~ Valuable information regarding the Pankshita
f‘tha pest'Pankshlta, periods has been given by
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- Davids, Pargiter, Bhandarkar and others. But the attempt
to frame an ouiline of political history from Parikshit to
Bimbisara out of materials supplied by Brahmanic as well
as non-Brahmanic literature is, I believe, made for the
first time in the following pages.

SOURCES

No inscription or coin has unfortunately been dis-
covered which can be referred, with any amount of
certainty, to the post-Parikshita-pre-Bimbisarian period.
The South Indian plates purporting to belong to the
reign of Janamejaya (Ep. Ind., VII App., pp. 162-163)
have been proved to be spurious. Our chief reliance
must, therefore, be placed upon literary evidence. ~Un-
fortunately this evidence is purely Indian, and is not

- supplemented by those foreign notices which have “done

~more than any archeeological discovery to render possible
the remarkable resuscitation ” of the history of the post-
Bimbisarian period.

Indian literature useful for the purpose of the his-
torian of the post-Parikshita-pre-Bimbisarian age may

- be divided into five classes, viz, :—

- I Brahmanical literature of the post-Parikshita-
pre-Bimbisarian period. This class of literature naturally
contributes the most valuable information regarding the

~history of the earliest dynasties and comprises:

(a) The last book of the Atharva Veda.

(b) The Aitareya, Satapatha, Taittirlya and other
ancient Brahmanas.

(¢) The Brihadaranyaka, Chhandogya and other
classical Upanishads, -

~ That these works belong to the post-Parikshita period
is proved by repeated references to Parikshit, to his son
Janamejaya, and to Janaka of Videha at whose court the
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fate of the Parikshitas was made the subject of a philo-
sophical discussion. That these works are pre-Buddhistic
and, therefore, pre-Bimbisarian has been proved by com-
- petent ecritics like Dr. Rajendralal Mitra (Translation
of the Chhandogya Upanishad, pp. 23-24), Professor
‘Macdonell (History of Sanskrit Literature, pPp- 189, 202-
203, 226) and others. '

II. The second class complnes Brahmanical works to
which no definite date can be assigned, but large portions
~of which, in the opinion of competent critics, belong to
the post-Bimbisarian period. To this class belong the
Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Puranas. The,
present Ramayana not only mentmns Buddha Tathagata

(I1. 109. 84), but distinctly refers to the struggles of . the

Hindus with mixed hordes of Yavanas and Sakas, W
gaafafgarqg (I. 54 21). In the Kishkindhya Kanda
(IV. 43. 11-12), Sugriva places the country of the

Yavanas and the cities of the Sakas between the T

‘country of the Kurus and the Madras, and the Himalayas.
This shows that the Greeco-Scythians at that time
occupied parts of the Pafijab. The Lanka Kanda (69-
32) apparently refers to the Puranic episode of the
uplifting of Mount Govardhana (Parlgrlhya glrlmdor- -
bhyam vapur Vishpor vidambayan ').

As regards the present Mahabharata, Hopklns says

(Great Epic of India, pp. 391- 398) “ Buddhist supremacy

already decadent is implied by passages which allude
contemptuously to the edukas or Buddhistic monuments

as having ousted the temp]es of the gods. Thus in IIT.

190. 65 ¢ They will revere edukas, they will neglect the
gods’; 4b. 67 ‘the earth shall be piled with edﬁkas,

 not adorned with godhouses.’ With such GXPTBSSmnsQ\Z“; i

may be compared the thorouuhly Buddhlstw eplthet;_‘“

el ‘ F{n‘{ Ot‘lier;l’ur:ﬁgx‘é aﬂusiqns see Caleutia Rev’i,é;’iv," Mé‘fc‘i;,‘lféz2; pp‘;:’{iOG-v
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Caturmaharajika in XII. 839. 40 and Buddhistic philo-
sophy as expounded in the same book.”

“The Greeks are described as a western people and
their overthrow is alluded to ............ The Romans,
Romakas, are mentioned but once, in a formal list of all

possible peoples II. 51. 17, and stand thus in marked
contrast to the Greeks and Persians, Pahlavas, who are
mentioned very often............The distinet prophecy that
‘ Scythians, Greeks and Bactrians will rule unrighteously
in the evil age to come’ which occurs in III. 188. 35
is too clear a statement to be ignored or explained away.”

The Adiparva (I. 67. 18-14) refers to King ASoka
who is represented as an incarnation of a Mahasura, and
is described as “ mahaviryo’parajitah.” We have also a
reference (Mbh. 1. 189. 21-23) to a Greek overlord
(Yavanadhipah) of Sauvira and his compatriot Dattamitra

 (Demetrios ?). The Santi Parva mentions Yaska, the
author of the Nirukta (342. 78), Varshaganya (818. 69)
the Samkhya philosopher who probably flourished in the
fifth century after Christ (J.R.A.S., 1905, pp. 47-51), and
Kamandaka (123. 11), the authority on Dharma and
Artha, who is probably to be identified with the famous
disciple of Kautilya.

The Puranas which contain lists of kings of the Kali
Age cannot be placed earlier than the third or fourth
century A. D., because they refer to the Andhra kings

~ and even to the post-Andhras. |

~ Itis clear from what has been stated above that the

: Eplcs and Purapas, in their present shape, are late works
- which are no better suited to serve as the foundation of
the history of the pre-Bimbisarian age than the tales of
the. Mahavamsa and the Agokavadana are adapted to
form the hases of chronicles of the doings of the great
Maurya. At the same time we shall not be justified in
rejecting their Jevidence wholesale because much of it






