1. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

8 p.m., January 1/6, 1931
CHI. NARANDAS,

This week, too, | have not received your packet so far. It must
have been posted as unregistered parcel and, if so, | shall probably get
it tomorrow. But | started writing the Ashram letters today, or rather
yes-terday.

| had aletter last time from Danibehn from Bombay. My reply
to her isenclosed. Sheisfrom Marwar, it seems. If you know, inform
me whether that is so. | have given her address in the letter itself,
thinking that you may not have it with you. Last week there were a
few remarks in pencil by way of criticism of Anasakatiyoga by a
Maratha friend; the remarks were unsigned. If you remember the
name, let me know it.

We were both weighed today. My weight came to 100 and
Pyare-lal’sto 122. | have lost a pound; it is nhot worth taking note of.
The wei-ght may increase or decrease by a pound or two even if the
time of weigh-ing changes or according as one is weighed before or
after passing stool. If a person gets himself weighed immediately
after drinking water, his weight will be found to have increased. If he
gets himself weighed after passing urine, there will be corresponding
decrease in his weight. So long as | myself feel quite fit, pass stool
without difficulty, have an appetite and eat well, there is no reason at
all for concern. If | can carry on like this for six months, the
experiment will have succeeded. | have made an inportant change,
which | describe here for those of you who may be interested to know
about it.

Almonds are soaked in hot water and the peel is removed. They
are then crushed into a paste. Thisis mixed with four ounces of water
and the mixture is boiled till the water evaporates and a butter-like
jelly isleft behind. | eat it with vegetables. It not only tastes good but
seems to be more easily digested than almond paste not boiled in
water. It is possible that, even if the ailmonds are crushed into very fine
paste but the latter is not boiled in water, the stuff remains undigested
and passes out with stool. But | have no doubt that the jelly which |
eat is digested. Even aperson with very delicate stomach may be able
to digest almonds cooked in this manner. The jelly may again be
mixed with water and turned into milk. It will, of course, have no
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taste. One can add alittle jaggery or sugar, or even lime juice and salt,
to theliquid. | don’t advise anyone just now to make this experiment.
But the information which | have given may perhaps be useful to
anyone who is interested in making such experiments or cannot digest
milk. Apart from this change, my diet remains what it was. The
guantity, too, remains unchanged.

| hope to reach very high speed on the Gandiv spinning-wheel. |
had never been able to reach 200, let alone 255, per hour before now.
On the takli | have not been able to go beyond 75-80 rounds. |
cannot spin even 75 comfortable. | spin about 60 comfortably. But |
can say that my hand has now set well on a bamboo takli. It still seems
a hard task for me to spin 100 rounds.

2 o’clock, Saturday

| got your packet yesterday. Since it was a parcel and they do
not carry packets during holidays, two days were wasted. But | see
that it cost you only three annas to send the packet as a parcel,
whereas, if it had been sent as a letter, the postage would possibly
come to as much as arupee. You may, therefore, follow whichever
method you think right. | have mentally reconciled myself to getting
the packet on Fridays and adjusted my programme accordingly. Here
they are very careful in handing over the packet immediately to me
after examining its contents. They are equally careful in dispatching
the packets from here.

Who is Palibehn? Her question is the same as Premabehn’s. |
need not, therefore, write separately to her. Send her a copy of my
|etter to Premabehn, or show it to her if sheisin the Ashram.

Asregards printing extracts from my letter, what | have written
about yajna can certainly be given below Chapter 11. Any other
portions which seem useful can also be printed. But where and in
what manner is for you to decide. Y ou can include such material in
the Gitabodh in footnotes at relevant places or as independent
extracts.

Keep the Doctor informed about Ratilal and deal with the latter
tactfully so that he may keep to the right path. Look upon him as an
animal, uncultured and enslaved by passion. When he is overcome by
passion, he goes mad. There are many kinds of passion; Ratila is
enslaved by three: for sex, for eating and for spending money extra-
vagantly. He becomes when these passions are not satisfied. Running
away from the Ashram has a beneficial effect on him in some
measure. He calms down after afew days. God alone knows how he
will end up. Sometimes such persons even attain jnana. He is
certainly not wholly wicked.
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The quantity of spinning which you are able to do seems much
indeed to me. One can do with the left hand any work which the right
hand does. Bhau can spin on the takli equally well with either hand.

It will not be bad if Kanu goes to Wardha and learns Bhau's
skill, and also gets some experience of the place. If there is any other
boy, besides Kanu, who can and wishes to go, | see no harm in
sending him.

Y our body seems to have changed altogether. Personally, | am
confident that ultimately it will become purer in its functioning.

Will not Parnekar leave the Ashram for a while and go
somewhere else to improve his health?

The fact that the bull was brought back and the manner of its
being found were a miracle indeed.

Do you follow our method or some other method in preparing
mava from milk? Do you experience any difficulty in selling it? If
that is so, you may write to Ghanshyamdas, Mahavirprasad, Jivanlal
and others and they will probably buy it up. If you can supply it
regularly, even an advertisement in a newspaper will help.

Do not give up walking. It isa practice worth clinging to at any
cost. If you follow fixed rulesin your work, you can include many
things in the day’s programme.

Devdas had written aletter to me; what has been done in regard
to it? | have requested that he should recall the contents of the letter
and write again to me. | have received no reply to this.

6.45 p.m., Monday, January 5, 1931

| have acknowledged having received the |eather for sandals.

The address of the lady to whom letter No. 82 is addressed is known

to Ramnarayan' (of Ajmer). If you send the letter to Martand of
somebody else, he will post it.

Read my letter to Kashinath. | need not add to what | have
written init.

Jivandasisin Sabarmati Jail. Does anyone visit him? If not,
some-body should go and visit him. Tell him that | often remember
him.

Blessings from
BAPU
January 6, 1931

' Ramnarayan Chaudhary
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[PS]

| started this letter on the first and | described the position with
regard to my experiment in diet asit was on that day. | had afeeling
of indigestion on Saturday night and on Sunday diarrhoea started.
But thistime | suffered no pain at all. There was no griping even.
There were frequent motions. They continued even yesterday, but the
number was less. | am writing this at 5 am., after prayer. | think the
motions will be much fewer today. My work was not interrupted in
any way. Yesterday | sat up for exactly ten and a half hours and
finished all the work. This time there were a good number of other
letters too. Of course eating has been stopped. The cause of
diarrhoea seems to be jowar and bajra. | shall know it by and by. |
have not decided how to resume eating. There is no cause at all for
worry. | have informed you because | thought | must. At present |

take lime juice with jaggery and soda bicarb. | will write again
tomorrow.

BAPU
[PPS]

There are 83 letters.
From amicrofilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

2. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

12 Noon, Wednesday, January [7]* 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,

Y ou must have received the packet dispatched yesterday. Today
| feel better. | started with diluted curds yesterday. Today | ate
raisins and a little quantity, twice, of crushed, cooked almonds. These
is no complaint about stools. That is, after 4 in the morning, | have
felt no call. Don’t worry at all. Ba and Mirabehn must not worry. |
will drop a postcard again tomorrow. | am able to do all my work.

Blessings from
BAPU
From amicrofilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

' The source has“6”, but Wednesday was 7th.
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3. LETTER TO KASHINATH TRIVEDI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 7, 1931

CHI. KASHINATH,

| have your letter. What you say about Shanta is correct. Kuhne
baths cannot but benefit her.

| have written about Mother in my previous letters. Has she
really given up the traditional notions of pollution? | have had no
letter from Mama.

| have read Babu Bhagwandas's article. He has suggested the
first two remedies ironically to show their impossibility. He believes
in the third one. | have thought much about the problem and written
about it and suggested every remedy | could. | don’'t think unity will
be brought about through artificial means. If either we or they display
pure love, the problem would be solved immediately. It isdifficult to
say definitely in what form such love will expressitself. What you say
about the Maulana Saheb is correct. There is no doubt about his
patriotism. He said what he believed. Even if we think someone’s
views to be erroneous, how can we blame him for holding those views?
It is on such occasions that tolerance is required. Leva Patidars in
Gujarat do observe the purdah. It is observed among other
communities, too, in Kathiawar.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5271
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4. LETTER TO KALAVATI TRIVEDI

January 7, 1931
CHI. KALAVATI,

Yes, purdah is observed here and there in Gu[jarat] too. After
all Gu[jarat] isapart of Indial Hirabehn isin apitiable plight. Teach
the people of Ras to spin on the takli and make bamboo takli locally.
| don’t understand about Samalbhai. Do write again. | shall enquire
into the dispute. Keep vyourself fit. Learn shirshasana or
sarvangasana for your feet. Learn the method. Kashinath can read
from the book available at the Ashram and write to you.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 5272

5. LETTER TO SHANTA
YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 7, 1931
CHI. SHANTA,

| have already sent you aletter.* What more can | say? You are
being tested. Be brave.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 5273

6. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

Thursday, January 8, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,

The news about my having had diarrhoea must not be
published. | passed a little stool yesterday at four in the morning.
After that, | passed stool again today at 10 o’ clock. | have therefore,
taken half a spoon of castor oil, and, after | have had a motion, | will
take milk or curds, whichever | think will suit me. Or | may take
something else which may be equally harmless. The body is quite fit.

! Vide “Letter to Shanta”, 1-1-1931.
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The tongue is perfectly clean. Thereis no cause at all for anyone to
worry. As | thought | ought to inform you about the attack, | wrote
about it on Monday and will continue to write every day till | am
completely all right so that you may all feel relieved.

Blessings from
BAPU
From amicrofilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

7.LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 8, 1931

CHI. PRABHAVATI,

| have your letter. It isagood sign that there are some days in
between when you don’t suffer from your usual complaint. Y ou must
have received my previous letter. | am very eager indeed that you
should go over to the Ashram without delay. Why doesn't
Jayaprakash write to me? And what is the position about him now? Is
it now fixed that heis joining that college? |s he waiting for any letter
from Ghanshyamdasji?

Blessings from

BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3393
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8. LETTER TO ANAND T. HINGORANI

Y. M.,
January 9, 1931

MY DEAR ANAND,

Your letter. Your reply to Jairamdas is correct. But now that
Vidya's people will not take back the money, the immediate problem
issolved. Your ideato treat it as a gift to the nation is quite good. The
right course now is so to shape and simplify your life that you will not
henceforth have to fall back upon either father for pecuniary help.
For the past you need not think of returning debt to the nation in coin
but return it in kind, i. e., through your joint labour. And when you
dedicate yourselves wholly to the nation you have repaid the debt. Is
this clear?

There is no question of being physically near me whilst you are
out. If you become a prisoner again, even then there is only a remote
possibility. Your satisfaction must be derived from serving not me
personally but what | stand for.

Love to both of you.

BAPU

From a microfilm. Courtesy: National Archives of India and Anand
T. Hingorani

9. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
January 9, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,
| think | am very well today. | am writing this after the midday
meal. | had a normal motion. In the morning | took almond paste
mixed with water and dates. Just now, | had fenugreek leaves, liquid
curds and dates. The diet tomorrow, God will decide. Thereisno
cause for worry. The weight is bound to go down after four days of
fasting. It cameto 96. If things go well tomorrow, | shall recover
some of the lost weight during the next week. Tell Mirabehn that |
got yesterday the card she posted on Tuesday. | got your packet only
today.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I

8 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



10. LETTER TO VIDYA HINGORANI

January 9, 1931

CHI. VIDYA (HYDERABAD),
| have your letter, Y ou have to improve your handwriting. Y ou
should practise with a printed book before you or you should learn
from someone who can write Devanagari well. Do not be lazy in
taking hip-baths.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a microfilm of the Hindi. Courtesy: National Archives of India and
Anand T. Hingorani

11. LETTER TO SHARDA C. SHAH

January 10, 1931

CHI. SHARDA,

If you get my letters late, is that my fault alone? Are you so
busy that you have to write in the night and spoil your hand-writing?
Why should you not stay there if it suits you?

Blessings form
BAPU
From the Gujarati original : C.W. 9897. Courtesy: Shardabehn Chokhawala

12. LETTER TO ROHINI K. DEXAI

January 10, 1931

CHI. ROHINI,

| got your letter. The handwriting was beautiful, but the letter was
written in pencil. Asfar as possible, you should not write a letter
in pencil. 1 have also understood that Kangjibhai will be released.
When he is released, ask him whether the people outside have done
him any harm that, having up chewing pan during his stay in the rest-
house, he should resume the practice outside and deprive the poor of
the money spent on it.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2656
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13. LETTERTO KUSUM DEXAI

January 10, 1931
CHI. KUSUM (SENIOR),

It pains me every time you fail to keep your resolution.

The books you have sent are not the ones which | meant.
Pyarelal thought that you knew his books and that probably they were
with you. Now don’t worry about the matter. The grammar which
you have sent will be useful to him. The Gita is not required. We
have a good many editions here. Y ou will know about my health from
the general letter. Pyarelal’s is good. You must have noted that |
have had to give up eating jowar and bajra for the present.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 1816

14. LETTER TO GOVIND PATEL
January 10, 1931
CHI. GOVIND,
| got your beautiful letter. The word is not dandvrat but
dandavat and the phrase means respectful greetings offered by
prostrating oneself straight like a stick on the ground. In the original
phrase, dandavat is an adjective and the noun, pranamt, is
understood. But we have been using the word dandavat as a noun
too.
Blessing from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3496

! Salutation
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15. LETTER TO VANAMALA PARIKH

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 10, 1931
CHI. VANAMALA,

If you do not know how to do oral sumsin arithmetic, you should
learn it. Can you tell me orally how much 2% 1b. of ghee would cost if
one maund costs Rs. 30?

Y our handwriting is good, but you can make it better still.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 5759

16. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 10, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,

Thisisthe last postcard about health. Today | feel very good. |
am writing this after the midday meal. The diet today has been the same
as it was yesterday. For the evening meal yesterday | had almonds and
dates, stirred in water. Today, too, | had curds for mid-day meal. | had
a normal motion.

Durga should add potassium permanganate to enema water,
enough to turn it into pink. Two or three crystals make the water pink.
She should also swallow every day 30 grains of soda bicarb with water.
If gas continues even after this, she should give up oranges for a day or
two. If it becomes necessary to write to me about her health, you may
write whenever you wish to.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a microfilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./I
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17. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

January 10, 1931
CHI. GANGABEHN,

Y ou should have no objection to drinking tea as a medicine. Bear
the harmful effect which it may have. After all, one must learn to live
with a delicate body. There would be pride or obstinacy in not taking
tea even if it is necessary for one’s health. One must be humble and
takeit, as| take dates.

Shirshasana can certainly be done in the presence of others. Why
should a woman mind doing so, since she will have tucked up her skirt!

Do not worry about me at all. It had become a religious duty to
give up papaya. Giving it up has done me no harm. Friends can help
each other best by practising self-denial in their own person.

Are there any quarrels among the women inmates of the Ash-
ram? There was a hint about them in Kalavati’ s letter. | would not be
surprised if that is so. We have not become perfect. As we strive to
become so, we shall stumble and fall and rise again.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a copy of the Gujarati : C.W. 8769. Courtesy : Gangabehn Vaidya

18. LETTER TO ISHWARLAL JOSHI
January 10, 1931
CHI. ISHWARLAL,
| was eagerly awaiting aletter from you. | have met Jagannath. |
was glad to learn that Premshankar is all right now. | hope you exer-cise
the utmost care in all that you do.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a copy of the Gujarati : C.W. 9288. Courtesy : Ishwarlal Joshi
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19. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 10, 1931

CHI. MANI (SARDARIJI),

| had guessed what you wrote about Harilal.* | think there was no
harm if the facts had been published. For then perhaps Harilal would
have come to his senses. Whether he does, or does not, the path we have
to tread is straight. Everyone in the world is our kith and kin, or else
everyone is a stranger.

There is a good improvement in your handwriting. Where will
you stay now?
Blessings from

BAPU
[From Guijarati]

Bapuna Patro—4 : Manibehn Patelne, p. 48

20. LETTER TO NIRMALA GANDHI
January 10, 1931

CHI. NIMU,

Y ou just cannot leave Sumitra alone. It will suffice it you do
whatever work of public service you can, keeping her with you. It
should be enough for you that Ramdas has gone back to jail. | think all
the requirements will be satisfied if you stay on in Vijapur. The
atmosphere there is good for Sumitra and also you can do a lot of
service from there.

If Sumitra’'s nose continues to run, it probably means that she

! The source explains : “Harilal asked for an interview with the Sardar in Arthur
Road Prison, but the Sardar refused to see him, as he was drunk and as the interview
asked for appeared to have been arranged by the British Government of India for
propaganda purposes. All the same, an account of the interview—that never took
place—appeared in the Evening News of India and words were placed in the Sardar’s
mouth which he had never uttered. The Sardar strongly resented this and his
contradiction appeared in the papers the next day.”
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is troubled by cold. | understand what you mean by saying that a
baby girl having been born is nothing but Hari-ichcha. She seems to be
keeping well. As for my giving blessings to Sumitra, | will have to think.
For the present . . .!

Blessings from

BAPU

From the Gujarati original: Mrs. Sumitra Kulkarni Papers. Courtesy: Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library

21. LETTER TO HEMPRABHA DAS GUPTA
January 10, 1931

CHI. HEMPRABHA,

| have your two letters together. So far | have received no letter
from Birla about khadi. What is the harm in his taking over charge of
all the khadi stock at the Pratishthan? Let him sell at any price. | want
to understand all this. Do everything with patience. Itis for us to
perform our duty, the result liesin God’'s hands. | have no anxiety as
you are already blessed with patience.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 1681

22. LETTER TO GANGABEHN JHAVERI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 11, 1931

CHI. GANGABEHN (JHAVERI),

Y our handwriting has improved considerably. See that you keep
up the improvement. Regarding your work, follow your conscience.
But first you should examine yourself and decide whether it is your
conscience or your ego that speaks. Do not neglect your health and let
it suffer again. You should feel no hesitation in eating what your health
demands. No one will grudge your eating what is necessary for your

" A few words here areillegible in the source.
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health, and if anyone does you should not mind. Why should we care if
we get no reward for doing our duty?

No one at present can fully appreciate the value of the work which
the women all over the country are doing. But the whole world is
watching it.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 3110.

23. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT
January 11, 1931

CHI. VASUMATI,

Whether a person should be particular about spinning even if he
has not taken a vow to do so, should be left to his own inclination. No
one rule applicable to all persons can be laid down.

Y ou must have heard that the dream castle of jowar-bajra which |
had built lies shattered. | do not, therefore, write more about it here. If
an opportunity occurs, | will try the experiment once again. But perhaps
my stomach is no longer strong enough for such experi-ments. There
is, however, no cause at all for worry. | have lost alittle in weight, too.
Itisnow 96. But | have resumed milk and curds and, therefore, | shall
probably regain the weight lost.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 9317
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24. LETTER TO SUSHILA GANDHI
January 11, 1931

CHI. SUSHILA,

| have your letter. You did well in going round and meeting
everyone. Surendrawas not keeping good health; hasit improved now?
Since you don't write anything about Sita, | believe that she is
improving satisfactorily. Don’t be parsimonious in supplying her fruit.
She must not becomeill.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 4782

25. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 11, 1931
CHI. PREMA,

| got your letter. | could once say which versein the Gita | liked
most. It was the one beginning, “ The impressions of senses, O son of
Kunti.” Today | cannot be positive about it. Different verses appeal at
different times according to the state of mind at the moment. | feel no
interest now in deciding which | like most. The entire Gita is dear to
me. She is the mother. If anyone asks a child which limb of its mother is
dear to it, the question would be meaningless. That ishow | feel in
regard to the Gita.

It was quite cold here for two or three days. It isno longer so
now. Probably that is because of the wall on the four sides. Of course
both of us sleep in the open.

Cannot Kashinath teach Hindi because he has left the Ashram?

Dharmakumar should be treated for his cough without delay.
And Nayan too. | remember Kamalabehn. Send my blessingsto her. |
understand what you say about Dhiru.

| was glad that prayers were offered for Rolland. Even apart from
his relation with me, his sincerity draws one towards him.
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Try and cure the defect in your throat which persists. How are
things with Sarojinidevi? Has Sheela got over her illness?

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 10251

26. LETTER TO MAHALAKSHMI M. THAKKAR
January 11, 1931

CHI. MAHALAKSHMI,
| got your letter. Patience and single-minded devotion to the
service one has undertaken cannot but yield good results. If you
cultivate close contacts with drink addicts and share their joys and
sorrows, their lives will be transformed. They themselves will then start
working, each in his own circle.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 6810

27. LETTER TO RAOJIBHAI N. PATEL
YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 11, 1931
CHI;. RAOJIBHAI,

I hope your asthma has completely left you now. Whenever it is
possible, you should take a sun-bath. We should not feel concerned at
the arrests of Dahibehn and Sharinabehn. | do feel a little worried
about Dahibehn’s health, but | ask myself why we should worry when
there is God to worry for us all and then | straight get back my peace of
mind.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 8990
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28. LETTER TO MAHAVIR GIRI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 11, 1931
CHI. MAHAVIR,

Y our inference, from your experience of carding on a carding-
bow without the usual leather-strip at the end of the string, about the
capacity of the string to bear the blows of the rod is correct. If we have
overcome the fear of death, we shall have progressed very far. Write to
me and tell me what facilities of boarding and lodging you have in
Palanpur, who your companions are, and so on.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 6225

29. LETTER TO TEHMINA P. JOSHI
January 11, 1931
DEAR SISTER,

Y ou seem to be very greedy. Where is the need to write long
letters from here? Y ou can write long ones. | can write long ones if |
write about my speeches to the birds and the talks in silence with the
stars. But how can | expose to the human race my lectures delivered to
the birds? And my talks with the stars are after all secret. Hencel can
write only short letters but must receive long ones from you. Perhaps
they may not pass on to me the cutting carrying your speech. But
don’t | know what you would say? | am glad you went to see the
Ashram.

Blessings from
MOHANDAS
From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 116
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30. LETTER TO SUMANGAL PRAKASH

January 11, 1931
CHI. SUMANGAL PRAKASH,

| have your letter. It is difficult for me to remember what |
wrote. Was the letter long? | do remember having said that you had
done no wrong in going back home. | had answered all your questions.
I hope you have now fully regained your health, What work are you
doing there?
Blessings from
BAPU

From the Gujarati original: Sumangal Prakash Papers. Courtesy: Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library

31. LETTER TO CHANDRAKANTA
January 11, 1931

CHI. CHANDRAKANTA,

It is now 5 o’clock in the morning. It is al right that you
wrote along letter. | think it is your duty to go to your parents once for
afixed period. It will be better if you go there to improve your health
or after you have recovered. It is necessary to take Ganga-behn’s
permission. If there is much pending work there, it would be better to
go after finishing it. That will also be the way to save Brother from
further reproaches. Y our going will appease your parents’ anger. After
all, are they not Sumangal’s elders too? We should put up with our
elders’ anger and even their hostility. As your manner and behaviour
towards them increase in humility, they will gradually calm down.

As for your expenses, you should accept the money from them as
long as they are willing and in a position to send it. But you should
assure them and yourself that you can earn your expenses. Y ou should
now consider yourself a daughter of the Ashram. Y ou may rest assured
that you will be able to earn your livelihood even outside should such a
necessity arise.

I know that you still have a craving for literary knowledge. You
may increase it as and when you get opportunities for it. But do not
think that those who have more of literary knowledge serve better. The
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capacity for service depends solely on selflessness and character. How
much service Gangabehn renders! And what is her store of literary
knowledge—or Mithubehn’s, or Laxmidas’s, or Imam Saheb’s? If you
go over such examples from present and ancient times, you will at once
see the truth of what | am saying. On the other hand, there are hundreds
of highly educated persons in the country. They lack either the ability
or the will to make sacrifices, and therefore they live uselesslives, if they
are not actually a burden on others. All this argument certainly does not
mean that | am against that type of knowledge, or that there is nothing
more for you to acquire. Do increase your fund of knowledge when
you get an oppor-tunity. But consider the present as a time to gain
experience, to serve, and therefore, while cherishing the desire to
increase your knowledge, restrain it just now and cheerfully devote
yourself to service.

It was natural that Mother’s grief made you feel unhappy and you
cried. But we do wish to train ourselvesto control such crying too.
Mother’s grief sprang from ignorant attachment.

About your having been tempted to eat chillies it is not so much
that you did something wrong, but that you weakened in your

resolve and were therefore guilty of alapse. We should never depart
from our resolutions in matters big or small. But don’t worry. Forget
the lapse and start again. No point nhow remains unanswered.

Blessings from

BAPU
[PS]
| have destroyed your letter to respect your wish. Pyarelal has not
read it. But you must give up being so sensitive. Let the world know all
about us, good or bad. | have no secrets from Pyarelal. How can | have
any ?
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: Chandrakanta Papers. Courtesy: Gandhi
National Museum and Library
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32. LETTER TO BUDHABHAI

January 11, 1931
CHI. BUDHABHAI,

| received your letter. Your diet is all right. Be very careful how
you behave towards Parvati. Never be alone with her and never allow
impure feelings to come anywhere near you. Such feelings towards one
whom you have accepted as a sister should be unthinkable. Be content
with whatever she accepts of what you tell her with a detached mind.
Blessings from
BAPU

From the Guijarati original: S.N. 33126

33. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

January 7/12, 1931
CHI. MIRA,
Though the Ashram post has not yet been received asit gene-rally
is, in order to avoid pressure on my time I commence the letters now.
Hereisthe fourth verse' :

“O Goddess Earth, with the ocean for thy garment, mountains for
thy breasts, thou consort of Vishnu (Preserver), | bow to thee; for-give
the touch of my feet.”

Bowing to the earth we learn or ought to learn t o be humble
even as the earth is humble. She supports the beings that tread upon
her. She is therefore rightly the consort of Vishnu. This conception
in my opinion does no violence to truth. On the contrary it is beauti-
ful and is wholly consistent with the idea that God is everywhere.
There is nothing inanimate for Him. We are of the earth earthy. If
earth is not, we are not. | feel nearer God by feeling Him through the
earth. In bowing to the earth, | at once realize my indebtedness to Him
and if | am a worthy child of that Mother, | shall at once reduce
myself to dust and rejoice in establishing kinship with not only the
lowliest of human beings, but also with lowest forms of creation whose

! Of Ashram Bhajanavali; vide VVol. “Let us repent”, 2-4-1931.
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fate—reduction to dust—I have to share with them. And if considered
as mere life without the earthy tabernacle, | regard myself as
imperishable, the lowest form of creation isjust as imperishable as my
soul is.

This attack of diarrhoeais a positive blessing for me. It has
caused no pain, meant no interruption of my work. And it has taught
me lessons. | feel agreedy eater. The bajari and juwari are new foods
for me. | should have taken them sparingly and omitted them
occasionally. Even one bhakhari per day was evidently too much for
me. But | did not do it. | thought | would make up for lost weight
quickly. I know no such thing as full satisfaction of hunger no matter
how much | eat, i.e., within my limitations. | always rise with an empty
stomach. | therefore learn my mistake after the event. And then
everything practically is tasty for me. | went to bajari and juwari for
feeling tangibly akin to the fellow- prisoners. But for me these
bhakharis had a definitely pleasant taste. In these mixed circums-tances
to practise not only moderation but spare eating is a difficult
performance. An occasional fast and at |east once per month is a good
thing it seems even for light weight people. But | seem to have will
control over this crisis, if it can be so called. | am not interrupting the
experiment altogether but shall modify it from time to time as may be
found necessary. | took curds, as you know, yesterday. Feeling quite
well at 11 o’clock | took finely powdered twice cooked almonds and
soaked raisins. Thisis how matters stand today (Wednesday). This will
be posted six days after. You will have further developments either
through this letter or through the general letter. | give you these details
to put you and others at ease. The knowledge that the dlightest
derangement in my health upsets you all causes me more anxiety than
the derangement itself. Complete abandonment of dietetic experiment
will be for me the worst evil. It is part of my search. But the evil is not
in the experiment, the evil isin me. | have not learnt the art of taking
food as medicine pure and simple. That means complete mastery over
the palate. | am far from it still. | believe that if | acquire it, the giving
up of milk will be an easy job. That it is not a healthy human being’s
food | have not a shadow of a doubt. In health, | have lived without it
for six years. Through my folly that health was under-mined. To undo
the effect of that folly, instead of paying with my life for it, | went to
milk aways hoping to struggle out of it again. The struggle must
continue. Every defeat humbles me, chastens me and opens up newer
outlooks. The urge for struggle becomes intenser with defeat. The
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continuance gives one peace. Col. Steele the Civil Surgeon who comes
to see me every fortnight and Major Martin came today. Their first
remark was that | was looking exceptionally well. And this after
practically three days’ fast! And they wereright. | am not feeling any
the worse for the ‘crisis'. Then and in any case be careful for nothing.
January 12, 1931

| take up the letter where | left it on 7th. | seem to feel quite all
right. The bowels are again quite regular. My food is almond paste
dissolved in water and dates in the morning, curds and dates at noon,
dissolved almond paste and dates in the evening. Hot water lemon and
salt 7.30 am. Cold water lemon and soda 1.30 p.m. If all goes well and
the bowels become constipated, | may take vegetables. So again thereis
nothing further to report. | would warn you against publishing anything
about these interrup tions in health, as they will be magnified by the
public and there will be unnecessary alarm and unwarranted reflections
against the Government. In this case, at any rate, no blame of any kind
can be cast on them.

| have your letter and the postcard. Let usthank God that Rolland
is quite out of the wood. The world needs him for many years yet. His
work, so far as we can see, is not finished. Please send him my loving
regards and say he must hold on for awhile. Premabehn has described
to me the prayer you had for his recovery. | do not know that these
prayers add a single second to the life prayed for. But they elevate
those who pray and comfort those for whom the prayers are offered.
The comfort has the appearance of prolongation of life.

| finished the translation of the preface two days ago and have
taken up nothing further. But | feel like taking up the original plan.
| am likely to come to a decision tomorrow, after the Ashram post is
finished.

Having taken up the news-sheet, you will giveup the
formal editor shipif it can be without any disturbance. Not to take up a
service iswisdom, but it isfolly to give it up afterwards unlessit is
found to be demonstrably immoral. Such is the general principle of
ethics. Of the particular application you and those who are outside
are the only judges. Asto secrecy, there seems to be some confusion
of thought as expressed by you. If a butcher asks me in which
direction a cow is gone, | am in no way bound to disclose the
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information to him. | may not mislead him but nor may | lead him to
where the cow is. Not only that, | may even hide away the cow.
Indeed, it would be my duty to do so. From this instance one may
shape one’s conduct in given circumstances.

Love.

[PS]
Y our description of Totaramji’s love of gardening is enchan-ting.

| wish some youngsters will learn the art from him. Y ou should discuss
this with Narandas.

From acopy : C.W. 5428. Courtesy : Mirabehn; also G. N. 9662

BAPU

34. LETTER TO JAMNA N. GANDHI
January 12, 1931

CHI. JAMNA,

Y ou are welcome to the Ashram, but see that you do not lose there
what you have gained in Bombay. If you think that your health suffers
in the Ashram, you should see no harm in staying in Bombay for
education. Really speaking, we should know the art of adjusting our
mode of living to any climate. If we do not know it, however, and if we
can easily go and live where we can keep good health, it is best that we
do so.

Blessings from
BAPU

From Gujarati : C.W. 846. Courtesy : Narandas Gandhi

35. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 12, 1931
CHI. PRABHAVATI,

I got your last letter, but not the one which you wrote before
that. | am making inquiries. If you think it necessary to live in the
U.P., by all means do so. How was Brijkishorebabu’s health? What
arrangements have been made about his meals? Give me a detailed
report. Tell Swarupraniji that she should keep up courage. My blessings
to Swarup and Krishna. Where is Jayaprakash at present?

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 3394
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36. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 12, 1931

CHI. PRABHAVATI,

| am writing this letter though | have nothing specia to write
about. Probably you will get this letter at the Ashram. Y ou must have
received my previous postcards. | keep very good health.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 3410

37. LETTER TO BRIJKRISHNA CHANDIWALA

YERAVDA MANDIR,
[January]* 12, 1931

CHI. BRIJKRISHNA,

| have your postcard. | did not get your earlier letter. When were
you released? Who else were released with you? How is your health?
How isDr. Ansari? What are you doing at present?
We are both well.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 2387

38. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

Monday Morning, January 12, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,

Thistime | take up your letter last for replying. | have started
writing after the evening prayer. Y ou must have received the postcards |
wrote including Saturday’s. After that, my health has remained all

! The source has “12-12-1931” which appears to be a slip, for on that date
Gandhiji wasin Rome. From the reference to the addressee’ s release from Gujarat Jail
which, according to the addressee, took place some time during the last week of
December 1930, it is clear that the letter was written in January.
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right. You will find details in my letter * to Mirabehn. It contains
something else, too, which will interest you. It is desirable that the news
about my health should not spread outside.

Though Mahadev’s name was in your list, | believe that you carry
the impression that there was a letter by Mahadev because Chandra-
shankar’s handwriting is very much like Mahadev’'s. Wastherereally a
letter by Mahadev in his own handwriting? If there was, what were its
contents? Durgawould certainly know. There has been no specia
letter about her health, so | believe that sheis all right. Y ou must have
got the letter in which | made a suggestion about her. Champa
recovered even the lost ring! All this seems a miracle. Perhapsthisis
how God protects the fools. Champa had said in her letter that they
might all go to Rajkot for some time. She said that that was the advice
she was given by Nanalal’s wife. If she wishesto go, | certainly like the
idea. Y ou must have thought about the matter independently and done
what you thought proper, or you will do what you think proper. | don't
remember to have encouraged Parasram to hope that we might give him
some help. If, however, hiswork is efficient and clean, | would certainly
be tempted to help him. Before you do anything, consult Shankerlal
and follow his advice. Y ou can send to me the small box received from
Polak. If it isof akind which you think should be preserved carefully,
keep it there or put it in the Gujarat Vidyapith museum. If you don’t
think that necessary, you can send it to me through Trivedi. A lady
from as far away as Canada had sent to me a bag containing about two
pounds of salt. The authorities passed it on to me.

Take careful measures and help Kusum to get rid of her fever.
Consult a doctor, if necessary. Chandrashankar has discovered a Punjabi
vaid. He will probably give you some ordinary medicine. If you think
it worth while, inquire about him.

Have a quiet talk with Bhagwanji and draw his attention to his
shortcomings.

| let you off with this today.

Blessings from

BAPU

! Vide “Letter to Mirabehn”, 7/12-1-1931.
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[PS]

Two conclusions can be drawn from my experiment. Perhaps
three. One of them is as good as proved. Two require to be tested
further. Those who suffer from constipation should live for some days
only on fenugreek leaves, tandalja, tanko and spinach. That is how |
overcame my constipation. Pyarelal, too, seems to have overcome his.
For the past four days he has been eating only fenugreek leaves. The
jelly of almonds which | have described, besides being nourishing, is
free from the defects of milk and so does not cause constipation. The
rotlas of jowar and bajra seem to have a laxative effect on those who
are not used to them. Ghee should not be taken during this experiment.
All the vegetables should be merely boiled. But | cannot say that the
experiment of jowar and bajra has proved successful. | do not think,
either, that it has failed. If | have had to suspend it just now, itisin
order that people there may not feel worried.*

BAPU
[PPS]
There are 83 letters.

From amicrofilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./I

39. LETTER TO VIYOGI HARI
January 13, 1931
BHAI VIYOGI HARI,
| have your letters and the books. | did devote five to ten minutes.

How shall | find more time? | remember our meeting.
Yours,

MOHANDAS
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 1079

40. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
January 14, 1931

CHI. PRABHAVATI,
| have your long letter. Since you have stayed on there of your
own free will, what can | say? Personally, | don’t like your decision at

! For the text of the Gita discourse (Ch. X) which followed, vide “Letters on the
Gita”, 21-2-1932.
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all. There will always be something or the other in a home requiring
one’s presence to attend to. | fear the longer you stay on there the
greater will be the delay in your recovery. From what source did you
arrange to get the money to pay your rent? Whenever you happen to
be in such difficulties about money, you may write to the Ashram. My
daughter is a daughter of the Ashram. Y ou have, therefore, every right
to request and get money from there.

Blessings from

BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 3395

41. LETTER TO PREMLILA THACKERSEY

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 14, 1931

DEAR SISTER,
| got the loving gift of dates sent by you. | have now alarger
stock of them than | require. The quantity sent by Shri Jerajani is still
not exhausted. May | request you to maintain an account of the dates
which you send to me, as you do of the cotton? Y ou may send them
whenever | request you to do so. | shall require some more cotton in
four days time Kindly, therefore, send four pounds a your
convenience.
Blessings from
MOHANDAS
From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 4819. Courtesy : Premlila Thackersey

42. LETTERTO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

After Morning Prayers, January 15, 1931

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

It isgood that you sent me. . . ’s' letter. He also may write to me
direct. | agree with you that he should discuss the whole matter with
Kakasaheb.

Asfar as | have been able to understand the situation, it seems to
' The names have been omitted.
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me that he should make . . .* free. It isunlikely that she will marry
again, but in her heart of hearts she will welcome her freedom. If even
now she is leading an immoral life, . . . will not be able to reform her,
just as he cannot reform any other woman like her. He should not mind
what effect his action, right in itself, produces on society. He should
get rid of the idea that she belongs to him. And if he sincerely repents
having married a second time, he should regard . . .2 purely as a friend
and live with her accordingly. But one cannot force oneself to act in
such amanner. If he cannot live thus, he should humbly live with . ..
as her husband, exercising as much self-control as he can. There are
many other issues which arise from this, but | do not wish to discuss
them here.

The criticism about camps in your letter is a painful story. Truth
and non-violence have not yet found a place in the hearts of people.
They are accepted only as policy. Hence, even public workers have not
realized that truth and non-violence in social life depend upon their
practice by individuals, that is, upon self-purification by them. The
Ashram was established to demonstrate the truth of thisidea through
actual practice. Our duty is to go on serving, unaffected by the
atmosphere round us no matter how polluted it is. Thisis true about
women workerstoo. All of them should be as strong as Khurshedbehn,
who will never fall in any atmosphere however evil it may be. Itistrue
that we have not yet reached this level. We have got this golden
opportu-nity of testing our strength. Maybe some of us, both men and
women, will receive burnsin this ordeal. Let that be so, if it cannot be
helped. If on the whole our effort in the Ashram is sincere, God will
protect us. The prayer-song of the turtle and his wife is worth
meditating over in this connection.

The second part of your letter also is interesting. What can | say
inreply? Work as hard as you can but not at the cost of your health.
We ought to preserve good hedth, and not merely refrain from
sacrificing the body unnecessarily.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 5498

! The names have been omitted.
Zibid.
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43. LETTERTO RAOJIBHAI N. PATEL

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 15, 1931

CHI. RAOJIBHAI,

| have your letter. You should try to check a disease as soon as it
makes its appearance. | hope you have consulted a nose specialist and
taken proper treatment. | had read Father Elwin’'s articles. | was glad to
learn that Dahibehn and Sharinabehn had been arrested. | used to
complain, too, against the . . .* khadi in the Kheda district. | would be
happy if the cause is removed now. | am sure the people of Kheda at
any rate will continue their sacrifices.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 8991

44. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 15, 1931

CHI. MANI,

| have your letter containing news about the Sardar. We know
about Harilal. How long is Father likely to stay on for dental treatment?
Eveniif it* isinfested with mosquitoes, it is desirable that this course of
treatment should be completed. | believe that you too will stay on there?
during that period. We are both all right.

Blessings from
BAPU
PS.
How is Sumitra® ? Can Yashoda move about? Is Vithalbhai
staying on there?
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—4 : Manibehn Patelne, p. 78

' A word here is not legible in the source.
% Arthur Road Prison

* Bombay

* Dr. Kanuga's daughter
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45. LETTER TO RADHAKRISHNA BAJAJ

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 15, 1931

CHI. RADHAKRISHNA,
Tell Chhotelalji to write to me if he is permitted to write letters.
Has he also been released under [Section] 160? Essential silk means
that which isrequired for the borders in khadi or without which khadi
itself cannot be sold. If the question of principle is settled, the rest can
be done as suits the occasion.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 3037

46. LETTER TO R V. MARTIN

YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON,
January 16, 1931

DEAR MAJOR MARTIN?,

With reference to your talk about interviews, | regret that | am
unable to depart from the position | took up at the outset. It is the only
position that | can take up. For years | have erased the distinc-tion
between blood relations and others. There are friends and inmates of the
Ashram who are, if possible, moreto me than blood relations, But |
have endeavoured to appreciate theGovernment’s position and
therefore submitted a list? of possible friends who should be per-mitted
to visit me on the same terms as relations by blood and marriage. | have
excluded from the list all noted political leaders. | offered too that if
there was any specific name to which the Govern-ment had objection |
should be informed. Further than that | could not go then and cannot
now.

Yours etc.,
M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat : S.N. 19985

! Jail Superintendent, Y eravda Central Prison, Poona
2 Vide “Letter to R.V.Martin”, 8-7-1930.
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47. LETTER TO R V. MARTIN

YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON,
January 16, 1931

DEAR MAJOR MARTIN,

Babu Ramananda Chatterjee of The Modern Review has, as you
know, written to me asking me to sign an appeal for a Golden Book* of
appreciations to be presented to the Poet Rabindranath Tagore on his
forthcoming 71st birthday. The appeal is signed by Sir J. C. Bose, R.
Rolland, and Einstein among others. | would like, if | may, to respond
to the invitation. If you feel that you have no authority to give me the
permission, will you please ascertain the Government’ s wishes in the
matter? | should like an early reply.?

Yours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat : S.N. 19986

48. LETTER TO KUSUM DESAI
January 16, 1931

CHI. KUSUM (SENIOR),

| have already written to you about the books. Don’t worry
about my health on any account. Itiscertainly good. How old is Tara?
I hope you write the diary regularly. It is my experience and of many
others that doing so helps us to keep awatch over our truthfulness.

! The Golden Book of Tagore, 1931

? The permission was given on January 26, the day Gandhiji was released. The
following notings, reproduced from Bombay Secret Abstracts, were recorded on this
letter :

“| see no reason why he should not be allowed to sign this appeal. Thereis
nothing political about it. He and Tagore have been friends for many vyears.
Hotson/22.1.

“May go U.O. to |.G. of Prison to issue the necessary orders. G.C/22.

“The prisoner may be permitted to sign the appeal. E.E. DoyLE. 25-1-31.

“The appeal has been handed over to the prisoner. R. V. MARTIN. 26-1-31.”

For Gandhiji’s tribute, vide “Letter to Jaishankar Trivedi”, 27-1-1931.
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What is the position about Chandubhai’ s hospital now? For what
purpose isthe rest of the building being used? Pyarelal is in fine
health.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 1817

49. LETTER TO MATHURI KHARE
January 16, 1931

CHI. MATHURI,
| got your letter. So you did not like staying in a hut in
Bochasan? Before the Ashram was built, we also lived in such huts.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : C.W. 259. Courtesy : Lakshmibehn Khare

50. LETTER TO PRABHUDAS GANDHI

After the morning prayer, January 16, 1931
CHI. PRABHUDAS,

You are fortunate to have Vallabhdas's company. Without being
impatient, do what you can with readily available means. Cultivate, the
attitude of detachment even while doing such good work. It was awise
statement of Raychandbhai based on his own experience that one
should cultivate equimindedness even in one’s striving for moksha.
To say that | have been trying to invent a new model of
spinning-wheel is an exaggeration, if not an untruth. | know my
limitations fully well. | have no skill at all for inventing a new model
of the spinning-wheel. What | am trying to do is to effect some
improvements in the Gandiva model. But even in that, there is some
element of imitation of the Jivanchakra model. Even so, the
information you give me will help mein effecting even the modest
improvement | am trying to bring about. | see some difficulty in
adopting the 'V’ shape pulley. The one | have, has a shape between
that of ‘V' and ‘U’. | have felt no neces-sity at all for a ball bearing.
| therefore likeits design. The takli will be a child’s play for you if
you wish to try the experiment. But you may forget about it. The one
object of your devoted effort is your spinning-wheel.
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Rambhau’ s foot must have got all right. Do not get tired of him.
Be content with what he does. Keep reminding him of his duty and that
too by mero hints. What ‘You’ or ‘I’ cannot do, ‘He’ will do. Who is
this'He' ? ‘He means ‘ Time' which has arisen to destroy the peoples'.
Their destruction includes destruction of their bad habits, too. Good
habits even Time cannot destroy, for they are sat®>. That which is sat, can
never cease to exist. But let us leave alone such learned talk. In
Rambhau’'s case, forbearance is the only remedy. These forces are
operative in everyone's life—the tendencies acquired in one’s previous
existence, the present environment and one’s own effort. The answer to
your question why two persons of opposite characters are found born in
the same family, is that we do not know all the good and bad qualitiesin
the characters of Panditji and Lakshmibehn and their forbears, and
therefore do not have sufficient material to base our decision on. We
should not even wish to have such knowledge. We will have sufficient
explanation if we accept the law of karma.

You are unnecessarily making yourself unhappy regarding
Chandradutta. It is not incumbent on you to give up anything. If an
ant aspires to kill an elephant, it is aform of pride. You were impelled
by your nature to do some service to Chandradutta. He accepted from
you what he could. You may write to him if you can do so gently but
at the same time intelligently. Otherwise give up the thought of even
writing to him. “What you have written to me is not proper. If itis
proper God will make me see my error. It is not right for you to do
what an unhealthy man like me does. But since you no longer have
the loving faith in me, I cannot guide you. God will make somebody
else the instrument of guiding you. Meanwhile you do what you think
proper. God is looking after you and me. We are but perishable
creatures.” Write to Chandradutta this or something to this effect and
then stop thinking about him. If you have not followed what | have
written, ask me to explain. Devdas's interpretation of the verse ‘ Tena
Tyakten Bhunjithah’® can by analogy be applied to this case.
‘Renounce it and then enjoy it’. So, we can enjoy all thisthat belongs
to God, can we? From the point of view of grammar, the meaning |
have given to the verse will appeal to those whose knowledge is

' Thereferenceisto verse 32, Chapter X1 of the Bhagavad Gita.
2 *That which is'; the reference is to verse 16, Chapter 11 of the Bhagavad Gita.
% Part of the first verse of the I shopanishad
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imperfect. After all we are concerned with the spirit of the verse, and
that is observed by both readings of the verse.

Blessings from
BAPU
From the Guijarati original: S.N. 32999

51. LETTER TO CHANDRAKANTA

Y.M.,
January 16, 1931

CHI. KANTA,

There is no cause for you to be scared. Man is shaped by
difficulties. One need not therefore be scared of them. And if we do feel
scared we should remember what the Gita says. It teaches us to be
equi-minded in happiness and suffering, We should not get elated by
happiness and depressed by suffering. And what reason do you have to
feel unhappy ? It is all a matter of the mind. If a person who gets food
to eat and water to drink and a place to live and sleep in feels unhappy it
may be said that he does so only because he wishes to be unhappy. It is
surprising that your cough still persists. Take only milk and papaya.
Drink warm water with soda bicarb. Take deep breaths. Consult a doctor
if necessary. Y ou can engage yourself in service even there. He who
spins and cards in the spirit of yajna does serve.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: Chandrakanta Papers. Courtesy: Gandhi
National Museum and Library

52. LETTER TO MOOLCHAND AGRAWAL

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 17, 1931

BHAlI MOOLCHANDJ (CARE KASHIRAMJI),

| have an impression that | have answered your letter. Your
guestion is not such as to warrant a reply from me. Rising early can
become effortless by practice. In order to rise early one must go to
bed early. Even the habit of evacuating the bowels immediately upon
rising can be acquired by and by. During winter you can begin
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studies after taking some exercises. The primary thing is to acquire the
habit of rising early. If we cannot be firm even in such a small matter,
the capacity to carry an important job to its conclusion will be difficult,
if not impossible, to achieve.

Yours,
MOHANDAS
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 835

53. LETTER TO KALAVATI TRIVEDI
January 17, 1931
CHI. KALAVATI,

Y our letter. Pay no heed to anyone’s criticism. Pay attention to
what the chief says. Shamalbhai and Gangabehn do not wish to save
you. Resolve this problem by talking it over with them. No father has
the right to forcibly send away his daughter to her husband’s house.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 5275

54. LETTER TO RAMACHANDRA TRIVEDI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 17, 1931
CHI. RAMACHANDRA,
You are making great effort to write a good hand | like it.
Similarly continue your effort to be good too.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi : G.N. 5276
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55. LETTER TO VASUMATI PANDIT

January 17, 1931

CHI. VASUMATI,

It would be cowardice to run away to the Himalayas. Every page
of the Gita teaches us to regard equally respect and disrespect. We
should not feel hurt by anything that somebody may say about us. We
should pay attention only to what our conscience tells us. But | know
that you have merely poured out your heart.Since you continue to do
your best, everything will be all right. Surendra’s help was certainly
very valuable.

The work of educating children is of very great value. While
giving them a knowledge of letters, we should also try to mould their
ideas and behaviour. We should pay proper attention to their general
habits too. We should examine their nails, ears, eyes, teeth, etc., and, if
they are not clean, make the children wash them in the school itself.
They should be quick in oral sums. We should also pay attention to
children’s habit of using foul words among themselves.

| keep good health. Pyarelal isfine, too.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 9318

56. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 17, 1931
CHI. PREMA,

What courage | must have! Or love for Indian languages! How-
soever incorrect, was it not Marathi? But the time for writing to you in
Marathi is not yet.

Y ou have taken upon yourself afairly difficult responsibility. Do
not lose hope about Durga. If you continue to coax her, that very
Durgawill begin to take interest in reading.

You can get some general knowledge about plants from
Totaramji. Shouldn’t the children be able to recognize the trees and
plants growing in the Ashram, and should they not know how they grow
and when they bear fruit and be able to tell their age? | of course
cannot do this.

| would not have remembered the Sankranti Day, were it not a
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half-holiday here. | got the tilgul* sent by you. They again reminded
me of it. For us, one may say, every day is a Sankranti Day.

With Narandas's permission, you can send to people any extracts
from my letters which you wish to.

“Hero” means one worthy of reverence, a god, so to say. Inthe
political field, Gokhale holds that place for me. The persons who have
influenced my life as awhole in a general way are Tolstoy, Ruskin,
Thoreau and Raychandbhai. Perhaps | should drop Thoreau from this
list.

Great men seem to be the cause of revolutionsin the world. In
truth the people themselves are the cause. Revolutions do not take
place by accident but obey laws as rigid as the law governing the
motions of the planets. Only we do not know those laws and causes and,
therefore, regard revolutions as accidents.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 10252; also Bapuna Patro—5 : Ku.

Premabehn Kantakne, pp. 40-1

57. LETTER TO KASHINATH TRIVEDI
January 17, 1931

CHI. KASHINATH,

| think the more important reasons for your decision to live
outside the Ashram were your own wish to do so and the facilities which
you would enjoy thereby. | too do not believe Narandas to be a perfect
man. But | believe that his mistakes are unintentional, and that he
makes fewer mistakes than others would. |, therefore, think that we
should put up with his method of running the Ashram. Y ou may take
your own time to return to the Ashram, but if you realy had no
objection to showing your diary, you should show it even now, and ask
to be admitted to the Ashram when you wish and are ready to go there.
| have not been able to understand why the teaching of Hindi at the
Ashram was discontinued. Did Narandas forbid it, or did you yourself
stop teaching?

| am glad that your father has joined you. But you should
continue to maintain a firm attitude. | have no doubt that, no matter

' An offering prepared from sesame and jaggery
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how much he insists, you should prevent her from going. |, however,
hope that in the present circumstances she will not wish to go. If that
man decides to marry again, we need not object.

It seems that Mother’s health isimproving. It will get even better
if she observes the restrictions on diet, remains in the open air and takes
other precautions.

| was satisfied with Kalavati’s answer. Just now at any rate she
seems to be progressing.
| know Gadreji. | have carefully gone through the extract quo-ted
by you. | felt that it showed more emotion than calm reflection. It
attributes to me something that | have never held or said. | have never
asserted that the Pandavas, Krishna and other characters are not
historical persons. My view is that, though al of them might be
historical persons, the Mahabharata is not a work of history in the
modern sense of the term. Caesar, John, Henry, etc., were historical
kings, but we know that Shakespeare’s plays named after them are not
works of history. He used historical events and characters for his
dramatic purpose in the plays. Further, | never thought or said that the
Gita was composed for expound-ing non-violence. On the contrary, |
have believed and have said, that at the time of the Gita, war was
accepted as normal, though they believed in the dharma of non-
violence. Nevertheless, | believe that the teaching of the Gita does not
justify war, even if the author of the Gita had intended otherwise. | hold
that physical warfare, armed warfare can never be non-violent. Those
who perform animal sacrifice may, and do, say that belief in non-
violence does not forbid such sacrifice. But whatever they say, animal
sacrifice isaviolence. And this also istrue about armed warfare. To
regard it as a necessity and not subject to the general rule, and then to
regard it as sanctioned by religion is one thing, but it is quite another to
say that it is non-violent. | fed that Gadreji’s article suffers from
looseness and confusion of thought. Being a prisoner, | cannot make a
public reply, but it is open to you to send my reply to Gadreji for his
information.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 5283
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58. LETTER TO VANAMALA PARIKH

YERAVDA MANDIR,
Saturday [January 17, 1931]*

CHI. VANAMALA,

What an intelligent girl you are! A sum which would seem diffi-
cult to other children, you found quite easy. Here is another, alittle
more difficult, sum. If agirl spins 252 rounds in an hour, how many
would she spin in twenty minutes?

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 5760

59. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

January 14/18, 1931
CHI. MIRA,

Again | commence the Ashram letters with yours and that just
after the morning prayer.

The 5th verse? is : “May the Goddess Saraswati (of learning) the
Destroyer completely of black ignorance, protect me, she who is white
as the mogra flower, the moon and a garland of snow, who has worn
white robes, whose hands are adorned with the beautiful bamboo of her
veena (a kind of violin), who is seated on a white lotus and who is
always adored by Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva and the other gods.”

January 18, 1931

To me the thought here is very beautiful. Learning of course
means wisdom. The emphasis on threefold whiteness-that of snow,
moon, f lower-and the white dress and white seat is intended to show
that uttermost purity is an indispensable part of wisdom or learning.
As you explore the deeper meaning of these and kindred verses, you
will find every virtue personified and made a living reality instead of a
dead diction ary word. These imaginary gods are more real than the
socalled real things we perceive with our five senses. When | recite
this verse, for instance, | never think that | am addressing an imaginary

 Vide letter to the addressee, “Letter to Vanamala Parikh”, 10-1-1931. This

letter was presumably written on Saturday week.
2 Of Ashram Bhajanavali; vide “Ashram Bhajanavali” .
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picture. The recitation is a mystical act. That when | analyse the act
intellectually, | know that the goddess is an imaginary being, does not in
any way affect the value of the recitation at prayer time. If all thisis not
clear to you, you must unhesitatingly tax me.

So you are to be travelling again. | can only say ‘do not over-do
it, do not strain yourself endurance.’

| telegraphed about Surendra'. He must have given up his fast. For
me, | am quite right. | have not yet gone back to vegetables or bread.
Almonds, dates and a little milk or curds and lemons seem to keep me
perfectly fit. To be able to keep standing at the takli for nearly two
hoursisnot abad feat for me and | sit at the wheel for nearly two
hours without any support to the back. Add to that nearly 45
minutes for carding and sliver making.

Love.

BAPU
From the original : C.W. 5429. Courtesy : Mirabehn; also G.N. 9663

60. LETTER TO DURGA DEXAI

5a.m., January 18, 1931
CHI. DURGA,
| hope that your experiment of eating orangesis going on. | also
suppose that you are taking enemas regularly. The belching must stop.
If you suffer from headaches, you may apply mud packs to the head.
Tell Mahadev that | have not seen Hill’ s translation of the Gita. |
have written to Kaka and asked him to suggest any changes that he may
wish to in Anasaktiyoga and ask me any question he may want in regard
toit. | shall be glad if he does. | send to Mirabehn the transl-ation of
one bhajan every week. If itisdecided in future to publish them,
Mahadev will certainly see them. Even otherwise, you may get the
translations from Mirabehn. | have got with me transations of all
bhajans except the Bengali ones. It would be afine thing if Devdas
turns out a Sanskrit scholar. It would be good if he improves his Urdu
too. If Mahadev has not read what Mathuradas has written on the
carding-bow, he should do so. It is necessary to make this science as
exact, and introduce as much art in it, as possible. My love for the
spinning-wheel increases as | take more and more interest init. The

' Who taught Hindi to Mirabehn
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spinning-wheel means all the processes through which cotton passes.
God is no doubt the sole help of the poor, but the spinning-wheel is His
hands and feet, and, the poor man or woman who holds it holds God.
We may not be able to live on simple fare as the poor do, but we ought
to ply the spinning-wheel for their sake. And to ply the spinning-wheel
means to examine its infinite capacity and reveal it to the world. Thisis
a study of no ordinary value. And to pursue it means to live the
teaching of the Gita. | need not say all this to Mahadev, but, at this hour
of prayer, these deeper sentiments of my heart come out spontaneously
as | think of him. Perhaps | would not be able to express them before
othersin the same manner.

Blessings from

BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 16901

61. LETTER TO SHIVABHAI PATEL
January 18, 1931
CHI. SHIVABHAI,

| have your letter. | understand the situation in which you are
placed. If you only remain firm in your vow about the struggle, many
of your problems will be solved. | don’t remember having written
anything special to you in reply to your letter about jail life.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 9504

62. LETTER TO JAMNA N. GANDHI
January 18, 1931
CHI. JAMNA,

| don't at all remember having received a letter from you about
Dharmadas and Kalyandas. If | had received any, | would have replied
toit.

If you don’t keep good health in the Ashram, | should certainly
like you to go to Bombay and adopt the diet | have suggested.
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Tell Kusum that she should not be impatient to start eating solid
food. One can live on fruits and milk for the whole of one’slife. She
must fully regain her health. There is nothing wrong with my health.

Blessings from
BAPU
From Gujarati : C.W. 847. Courtesy : Narandas Gandhi

63. LETTER TO FULCHAND K. SHAH
YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 18, 1931

BHAI FULCHAND,

| was eagerly waiting for a letter from you. | know your en-
thusiasm. | need not say anything from here whether or not picket-
ing would be proper. It will be enough, so far as | am concer-
ned,

if people do not swerve from the path of truth and non-violence
even for the sovereignty of the three worlds.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a copy of the Gujarati : C.W. 2865. Courtesy : Shardabehn Shah

64. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA
January 18, 1931
CHI. GANGABEHN,

When children grow up, they become our friends. One can only
advise afriend. He may then do what he thinks best, and one should
not mind if he does so. Moreover, we hold all human beings in equal
regard; how, then, can we be pleased with some and offended with some
others? Y ou should not, therefore, feel hurt about Kaku in any way.

Take care of your feet. Y ou should keep them in warm water for
along time and then apply kokum oil. That will be enough.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a copy of the Gujarati : C.W. 8770. Courtesy : Gangabehn Vaidya
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65. LETTER TO JANAKIBEHN BAJAJ

January 18, 1931

CHI. JANAKIBEHN,

Shouldn’t | say that you have done me a favour by writing to me
after many days? The task in Calcuttais a difficult one, but not so for
you. Ghanshyamdasji is making a good contribution through his work.

Blessings from

BAPU
[From Guijarati]

Panchve Putrako Bapuke Ashirvad, p. 73

66. LETTER TO SHARDA C. SHAH
January 18, 1931
CHI. SHARDA,

If your health remains good in Ras, | would like you to stay there
for the present.

Blessings from
BAPU

From the Gujarati original : CW. 9898. Courtesy : Shardabehn Chokha-
wala

67. LETTER TO RANI VIDYAVATI

January 18, 1931
CHI. VIDYAVATI (LUCKNOW JAIL),

| was very happy to have your letter and more so to learn that
Laxmi Devi is also there. When next you have the opportunity to write,
let me know your routine there. Jang Bahadur is also showing courage.

What food do you get? Blessings to all sisters. | am well.
Blessings from

BAPU

From the Hindi original: Rani Vidyavati Papers. Courtesy: Gandhi National
Museum and Library
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68. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

8 p.m., January 14/19, 1931

CHI. NARANDAS,

| got the post today at 8 in the morning. | found on the cover
stamps worth eleven annas. On the packet, the stamps used to be three
annas worth. | don't feel, however, that paying the extra eight annas
every time will be an extravagance. This time at any rate | didn't
feel that it was so, for your letter contained news of Surendra’'s fast
and | could send awire to you to persuade him to give it up. These
days the officials here are careful about the post received from and
addressed to the Ashram. At both ends, therefore, we are likely to
receiveit regularly.

Inform Surendra. Show this to Nathji or write to him. | see igno-
rance and impatience in Surendra’s step. The ignorance is on two
counts. There isignorance in the belief that, when imprisoned, oneis
prevented from doing work of service and, secondly, in the belief that
one does service by giving up one’'slifein this manner. The duty of
everyone in Surendra’s circumstances is to preserve his body carefully
and useit for service. Injail one can spin and weave and do many other
kinds of productive work. Upright conduct will have its effect on the
masses. That is also part of service. | see cowardice and lack of
understanding in ending one’s life by fasting. Surendra’s motiveis
noble, but the good-ness of the motive does not by itself condone the
intrinsic badness of an action. Considered from every point of view,
therefore, Surendra’s action 102 in embarking on a fast was
blameworthy. Obtain Nathji’s opinion and let me know what he thinks.
If Surendra has anything to say in defence of his action, let him. |
don’t wish to suggest that one may not give up one's life in any
circumstances. All that | mean is that Surendra’ s circumstances are not
such as will justify his doing so.

Madhavji has decided to follow my example in experimenting
with jowar and bajra. Dissuade him from doing so. For one thing, my
experiment, cannot be considered to have succeeded. Even if itisso
considered, an experiment of this kind should not be imitated too
hastily. Milk and dates have agreed with him, and let him cling to
them. | may say that | have earned the right to make experiments and
play with my body after many years practice till it has become
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accustomed to such experiments. This can be said about few others.
Moreover, thisis not the time for such experiments.

Let us not shed tears over your not having received my postcards
regularly. After all, am | not a prisoner? What facilities are given
should be accepted as a kindness. | have no complaint to make about
my health now. At present my diet consists of dates, almonds, curds and
lime juice. | am watching the effects of these. | do not take more than
ten tolas of curds, whether in liquid or semi-liquid form. | take them
only once. | don't think I can digest more just now. The total number
of almonds at two meals comes to forty, and that of dates, at three meals,
to seventy. | will not increase the number for some time. Perhaps |
may reduce it. | am proceeding cautiously. This quantity of food
contains plenty of ener-gy. It is yet six days before this letter will be
posted. If | make any changes during this period, | will write about
them. There is not the slightest cause for worry. The almonds are first
soaked in water and peeled, they are then roasted and crushed into a
jelly. | follow this method in order to save time. The other method of
crushing the almonds without roasting them and then boiling the paste
in water is of course an excellent one.

We should redlize that we can never do our yajna work too
methodically. The vigilance which we exercise in such work will
keep us vigilant in all other matters, provided of course we are sincere
at heart.

If even now Keshu calms down and devotes himself to work, | will
not believe that he has wasted his time so far. Y ou took a very good
step indeed.

Tell Devdas that | agree with what he says. | would be ashamed
to be released on the ground of illness. | would rather prefer to take
milk and curds and preserve my health.That is actualy what |
am doing. The primary aim of my experiment is to keep up my
health here by exercising self-restraint. The experiment was started
entirely for the sake of health, but, since it also satisfied my cons-cience,
aspiritual motive has entered it.

Do what is necessary to settle the affair of Nanibehn and Budha-
bhai. When you think it necessary that | should write to anyone in the
matter, let me know.

Tell Sarjathat | regard her as very fortunate. She should now
pick up great courage and go forth and make good use of every
moment of her time.

Mathew should not be permitted to use the name of the Ashram
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for working outside. In any case he cannot be paid money for doing
so. If he can, he may do some teaching work in the Ashram or the
Vidyapith. But shouldn’t he first acquire sufficient proficiency in
spinning, carding, etc., and obtain a certificate? And in Hindi, too? Till
he has done this, he cannot be entrusted with responsibility for outside
work. | will write to him also to this effect.

| suppose Mirabehn’s paper has closed down completely. Did she
issue any statement or let the public merely guess as much? What about
the money received from people? Who was, or is, in charge of the
financial affairs?

Befirm in dealing with Sarojinidevi. If Padma herself wants to
leave, | think it would be best to let her go. Y ou should tell her plainly
that if, after leaving once, she wants to return, you will have to consider
then whether to re-admit her. If the mother or the daughter or both
leave, they should understand just now that they will be leaving for ever.

Ask Devdas to send my compliments to Lala Hansra and tell him
that every thread which he spins brings swaraj nearer. | hope that he
will excel mein speed.

Night, January 18, 1931

Read my letter to Sarojinidevi. If she has calmed down and if you
fear that she will be upset again by my letter, do not give it to her.
There was a complaint in one of the letters (I forget whose) that the
children have again started playing mischief among themselves and
making noise at prayer meetings. Please look into the matter if thereis
any substance in this complaint.

Night, January 19, 1931

Prabhavati’s husband has gone to Delhi and may, therefore,
send for some inmate of the Ashram. If he does so, send some-
one immediately to bring her to the Ashram. If she recovers, we shall
have earned the merit of saving a cow from the slaughter-house. My
health has remained very good. | continue the same diet and in the
same quantity.

Blessings from

BAPU!

' For the text of the Gita discourse (Ch. XI) which followed, vide “Letters on the
Gita”, 21-2-1932.
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[PS]
There are 78 |etters.
From amicrofilm of the Gujarati : M.M.U./I

69. LETTER TO E. E. DOYLE
January 19, 1931

DEAR MAJOR DOYLE,
Sit. A. Patwardhan is an old associate of mine in political,
educational, social and religious work. Heisat present in R. prison. |
read in the papers that he is fasting because he is not permitted to spin
during leisure hours. | hope the report is not true. The prohibition is
unthinkable when A and B class prisoners are permitted. | may say that
with many of us the duty of spinning comes before the pleasure of
eating. Will you be so good as to let me know whether there is any truth
in the report? | am sure you will appreciate my anxiety.*
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat : S.N. 19987

70. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI

January 19, 1931

CHI. PRABHAVATI,
| have all your letters. | get them fairly regularly. | understand
that | should wait for awire from you. But | don’t understand now the
reasons about home affairs which you give. What help can a
person who is aimost bed-ridden give? And even if she can give any
help, others should not let her give it. But| understand your argu-
ment. Since | have not lived in a home of mine for many years, |

! The Inspector-General of Prisons replied the same day :

“The report is perfectly true. The privilege of spinning has not been extended
to C class prisoners—as it would be impossible, for administrative reasons, to have
charkhas, taklis and cotton all over the prison.”

“If any C class prisoner can show special reasons why this privilege should be
extended in his case, | am sure his request will receive sympathetic consideration.

“The case of the prisoner in point is now before Government for orders.”

S. P. Patwardhan, popularly known as Appasaheb Patwardhan, was later
allowed to spin; vide “Letter to E. E. Doyle”, 20-1-1931.
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have lost the faculty of understanding the problems of a home. | very
much hope there will be no unexpected difficulty on the 24th. My
health is very good.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati : G.N. 3404

71. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

YERAVDA MANDIR,
Tuesday [On or before January 20, 1931]*

CHI. GANGABEHN (SENIOR),

| do not know where you are. | am sure your agitation must have
subsided now. The central teaching of the Gita is that we should
preserve peace of mind and be happy in all conditions of life. The first
verse of the morning prayer, too, speaks of sat-chit-sukh.? Till we have
attained that state, all elsein usisimperfect. We should be indifferent to
honour and insult. We should, therefore, do, to the best of our ability,
the task that has fallen to our lot.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a copy of the Gujarati : C.W. 8772. Courtesy : Gangabehn Vaidya

! Gandhiji was released from Y eravda Prison on January 26, 1931.
% Vide “Letter to Mirabehn”, 20-12-1930.
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72. COMMENTS ON GALLEY-PROOFSOF “HOW TO
COMPETE WITH FOREIGN CLOTH” *

YERAVDA MANDIR,

POONA,

January 20, 1931

| have gone through the pages of your book in the form of

proofs. Y ou have presented some good statistics in the book. The
information given about mills is more than that of handlooms.

After reading it, | feel that “How to compete with Foreign
Cloth” will be more appropriate as its name.

You have not referred very minutely to the importance of
hand-spinning in the achievement of boycott of foreign cloth. If you
are convinced that hand-spinning is the master key, you ought to
present that fact clearly. It is my growing conviction that a permanent
boycott of foreign cloth is impossible without hand-spinning, and
without hand-spinning, it is difficult for hand-weaving to exist. If you
agree with this opinion, you must make this very clear. In spite of my
partiality for hand-spinning | do not agree with the contention of Mr.
Talcherkar that machine-spun yarn is weaker than hand-spun yarn. |
consider this claim of superiority of hand-spun yarn unfounded and it
is unproved by experience. But what does it matter? The
machine-made bread, in spite of its being more round, smooth and
attractive than hand-made bread, will always be considered
unacceptable when compared to the hand-made bread.

| visualise some difficulty in sending back your letter. You are
at one with me in regard to hand-spinning. Therefore, what more can
I wish? Make this point as clear as you can.

Mills and handlooms are mutually antagonistic. Mills do have a
place the national economy of Indiawill surely continue for many

' A note written by someone on top of the item reads: “ Comments of Mahatma
Gandhi on the Draft galley-proofs of Mr. M.P. Gandhi’ s forthcoming book titled How
to Compete with Foreign Cloth received in his handwritten letters in Gujarati dated
1.1.1931 and 20.1.1931 from Y eravda Mandir, Poona, and translated into English”.
The first part of the comments sent with Gandhiji’s letter dated 1.1.1931 is already
reproduced in Vol. XLV, p. 47. Hence, only the latter part, presumably sent with the
letter dated 20.1.1931, is being reproduced here. For Gandhiji’s final preface to the
book, vide“Preface to Pardeshi Kapadni same harifai kem karavi”, 25-2-1931.
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years to come, perhaps they may live for ever. My contention is that
those who understand should not argue that they are mutually helpful.
Mills are independent. They do get help from Swadeshi movement,
and they should get it, but in saying that both handlooms and mills
deserve help, the handlooms get less help.

The import of artificial silk deserve to be objected to at all times.

| personally believe that we can take necessary raw cotton from
other countries, but at the moment, | would not bother about
elaborating on this matter.

What you have suggested for protection to hand-weaving is
quite proper. Regarding the name of the book, | still feel that what |
have suggested will be better. But you may keep whatever name you
like.*

MOHANDAS GANDHI

From a copy: S.N. 33159

73. LETTER TO E. E. DOYLE

January 20, 1931
DEAR MAJOR DOYLE,

| thank you for your prompt reply. The Times of India’s latest
report says that Sjt. Appasaheb Patwardhan commenced his fast on
10th instant. | know that he has not superfluous flesh on him and it is
a matter of great anxiety to me to feel that he may be still fasting.
Could you please ascertain how he is doing and let me know also
whether permission has been granted him to spin.

Y our reply raises what isto me avery big question. You call the
labour of spinning a privilege. But to all who spin for sacrificeitisa
sacred And why is it impossible for administrative reasons to have
instruments of this labour all over the prison if it is not impossible to
have instruments of labour? In 1922 all the prisoners who wished
were allowed to spin in this prison and their work was used for the
prison as may be done again. The wheels too were made in the prison.
I am not idly raising this question of spinning. Itis, asyou aswell as
the Government are aware, a matter of vital importance for me and
some of my associates. It goes politics and economics. With some of

' A note by M.P. Gandhi, the writer, reads: “ The necessary alterations were
made in the book in the light of Bapu’s comments and certain paragraphs were
elaborated as suggested by Bapu.”
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us life would not worth living if we could not serve God through this
little labour. Evidently C class prisoners who have been spinning in
Sabarmati, Nasik and perhaps other prisons have been doing so
without authority and with the unwarranted connivance of the local
officials. But such a sacred duty cannot be performed in a precarious
manner under connivance.Either the Government should recognize
the right of prisonersto spin even as they recognize their right to pray
and eat and perform the other necessary functions although their
performance may, asit does, cause inconvenience or they should say
they are not prepared to recognize thisright in which case in justice it
should be withdrawn from al classes of prisoners. In reality the
discrimination in such a matter between A class and B class prisoners
on the one hand and C class on the other shows clearly the absurdity
and the injustice of the classification of prisoners. And | feel myself
with all the conveniences given to me regarding spinning to be a
much pampered and privileged prisoner. | have no desire to enjoy a
single privilege that any other prisoner may not for similar reasons
enjoy. | would ask youplease therefore to treat this matter of
sacrificial spinning as one of urgency. | am sorry again to put you
and the Government to trouble but you and they will appreciate my
position.*

Yours sincerely,

From a photostat S.N. 19988

74. LETTER TO MANMOHANDAS GANDHI

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 20, 1931
BHAISHRI MANMOHANDAS,
| foresee a difficulty in returning your letter.

1. Since you agree with me about the importance of hand-
spinning, please make it as clear as you can what more you expect
from me.

2. The interests of the mill and handloom industries are
mutually opposed. Thereis certainly a place for the mill industry. It
will have a place for many more years to come, perhaps for ever. My

! To this Doyle replied the next day: “Provisional sanction has already been
accorded to S. P. Patwardhan to spin, pending receipt of Government orders. To
enable me to understand your point of view on the subject of spinning—I shall be
glad if you will explain what exactly you mean by the term ‘sacrificial spinning’.
Vide also “Letter to E. E. Doyle”, 22-1-1931.
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position is that those who understand the problem should not argue
that the two industries are complementary to each other. The mills
require no support. The swadeshi movement itself hel ps them, cannot
but help them. If we plead, however, that both require help, the
handloom industry will receive less help. Perhaps | am not able to
explain my meaning clearly. Even if we do not plead for the mill
industry, it doesreceive help. If we plead for it, we may possible
harm it and will certainly harm the other.

3. The manufacture of artificial silk should aways be
opposed.

4. Personally, | believe that we can import the required cotton.
But | would not bother to explain this just now.

5. The measures which you suggest for protecting the
handloom industry seem quite all right.

The title which you have suggested does not appeal to me. |
prefer the title which | have suggested. You may, however, give
whichever you like.

| keep good health. | don't eat fresh fruits these days.

Vandemataram from

MOHANDAS
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9

75. LETTER TO PREMLILA THACKERSEY

January 20, 1931
DEAR SISTER,

You must have received my last postcard in which | had
acknowledged receipt of the dates and requested you to send cotton. |
got the tin box of cotton on Sunday. It contained 1314 pounds. That
will last ten days. At present | require exactly four pounds every
month. Please, therefore, send the balance before the end of this
week. You need not put the cotton in atin box. It will be enough if
you pack it in paper which has not been used. Here | store the cotton
in a bag.

Blessings from
MOHANDAS
From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 4820. Courtesy: Premlila Thackersey
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76. LETTER TO E. E. DOYLE

YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON,

January 22, 1931
DEAR MAJOR DOYLE,

| thank you for your prompt reply.* Will you please tell me
how my friend is doing?

With reference to your inquiry, sacrificial spinning means
spinning in the name of God for the sake of the poor without any
expectation of personal gain. | suggest that all those who wish to do
sacrificial spinning should have permission to do so. Two more cases
of fasting have occurred for prohibition to spin. Both the men are
connected with the Ashram. They have observed the rule of spinning
for some years. | would therefore ask you, if you can, to issue

provisional instructions in such cases.
Yours,

M. K. G.
From a photostat: S.N. 19989

77. LETTER TO SHARDA G. SHAH

January 22, 1931
CHI. SHARDA,
Since you like to stay there rather than at your home, do stay
there and get rid of your ailment.
Blessings from
BAPU
From the Gujarati original: C.W. 9899. Courtesy: Shardabehn Chokhawala

! Vide “Letter to E. E. Doyle”, 20-1-1931 footnotel.
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78. LETTER TO NIRMALA DEXAI

January 22, 1931
CHI. NIRMALA,

The correct word is anasakti and not anashakti. Shakti means
strength. Asakti means desire, ignorant attachment. Anasakti means. .
. absence of such attachment. . . 2 Do you understand the
Anasaktiyoga?

Y ou should keep a diary and write your thoughtsinit. If wedo
so, we are able to keep a watch over our minds. That makes us good.
Today. . .*> after many years. . .* can.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9458

79. LETTER TO KUNVARIJI MEHTA

January 22, 1931
BHAI KUNVARJI,

It seems doctors have let you off quite soon. Before you get
this letter, you will probably be on your feet. But see that you are not
overhasty and, in consequence, become bed-ridden again. My
blessingsto Shivlal.

Tell Abbas Saheb that the hospital seems to have done him
much good, and that, having come out of it a young man again, heis
bound to do something striking. | keep good health.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2692

! The original appears to have been damaged at these places.
% ibid.
* ibid.
* ibid.
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80. LETTER TO JAMNA N. GANDHI

January 22, 1931
CHI. JAMNA,
| advise you to put yourself under the treatment of the Punjabi
vaid who had treated Chandrashankar. Chandrashankar says that he
practises in a spirit of service. Y ou and Kusum ought to get strong.
Blessings from
BAPU
From Guijarati: C.W. 848. Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

81. LETTERTO MANIBEHN PATEL

YERAVDA MANDIR,
January 22, 1931
CHI. MANI,
| have your beautiful long letter. Do | have to send back an
equally long reply? My travels are from one end to the other of the
compound. Thereis no guard or anybody else here to quarrel with.
The sky isthe ceiling of my train. If | were to attempt a description
of itsinnumerable stars, | would fail. And the stars | see, you too see
them. So | have nothing to write about. | too understand that you will
remain outside prison for only afew days. For at present jail is our
real home.
Blessings from
BAPU
[From Guijarati]
Bapuna Patro—4: Manibehn Patelne, pp. 78-9
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82. LETTER TO KRISHNAMAIYA GIRI*

January 22, 1931
CHI. KRISHNAMAIYADEVI,

What has happened to you? How did you fall from the terrace?
Give mefull details. Get well.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 6232

83. LETTER TO KALAVATI TRIVEDI

January 23, 1931
CHI. KALAVATI,

Be patient with people. The lethargic will become industrious
by observing your scrupulous diligence. We become forgetful by
thinking about too many things. Therefore we must concentrate only
on the task on hand and nothing else. The memory is thus sharpened.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]

Y ou are now entering the seventeenth year. Keep growing in

character aswell asin age.

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 5278

84. LETTER TO KASHINATH TRIVEDI

YERAVDA MANDIR,

January 23, 1931
CHI. KASHINATH,

| got your letter. You should lovingly bear Father’s anger. If
Shanta herself cannot show firmness, | don’t think it will be possible
to protect her. The self isits own friend or enemy. About that matter
of child-marriage, you may try to do what you can and should then
stop worrying about it. We cannot fight every wrong. Solving the

' Widow of Dal Bahadur Giri
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then stop worrying about it. We cannot fight every wrong. Solving
the problems of family and social life is not unconnected with the
struggle for swaraj. A reform effected in any field takes us a step
nearer to swargj.

As regards the oppression in the Badvani State, you may make
due representation to the Kathiawar Political Agent and try to rouse
public opinion against it, and then leave the matter. You may carry
on such public agitation about it as you can. The remedy for every
evil is self-purification. If there is but one self in all, you sould have
faith that self-purification contributes to the welfare of the entire
world. And through it we, too, immediately know our duty in
particular circumstances. Self-purification is tapas. Think over what
Tulsidasji saysin “Bal Kand” in praise of tapas and its power.

Blessings from
BAPU

From aphotostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 5277

85. LETTER TO MATHURADAS PURUSHOTTAM

5a.m., January 24, 1931

CHI. MATHURADAS,
| heard about your request for permission to leave the Ashram.
If you have made the request so that you may cultivate greater purity
outside, what you have doneis all right. But if you 