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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION (Nov. 1929)

The fiust edition of this Fourth Velume was printed
in November 1919, bui a revision of it became soon
necessary through the acquisition of new materials of
great value and vaiety. Within a month of its publica-
tion, Senhor P. S. Pissurlencar, with ungrudging labour
and liberality, commenced sending me transcripts fiom
the Portuguese records of Goa, among which he has
worked with such tireless industry, scholaly accuracy,
and eminent success, and | have heen thus supplied in
advance with manuscript copies of the mass of papers
subsequently published by him as Portugueses ¢ Maraias,
2 Vols. These have pus an altogether new complexion
on the history of Akbar’s exile and Shambhuji's activities
on the western horder. 1 also secured through the kind-
ness of the India Office, London, the loan of six volumes
of Orme MSS., i.e., transcripts of Factory records made
by the historian Orme the originals of which have i
many cases been lost.

I also critically examined and corrected {from other
sources) the Jedhe Shakavdli, so as to utilize its dates
with confidence. The old Persian records of Jaipur,
{especially a mass of Akhbarat, beginming with 1681 and
being the residue of what Col. James Tod had sent to
the R.A.S., London), were also copied for me in 1924,
The second part of the Portuguese account of the Luso-
Maratha War of 1683, topied from the English translation
preserved in the India Office, London, reached me just
a month too late for use in the first edition, though I
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gave it to the public shoitly alterwards in the Haidarabad
Archaological Society’s Jeurnal,

As the result of this accumulation of new materials
and the recasting of my Shivaji for its third edition (in
1928), a thorough rewriling of the five chapters on Shivaji
and Shambhuji,—forming two-thirds of the present
volume,—had to be undertaken. The Mughal chapters
have stoad the shock of time hetter, and the changes
in them are comparatively fewer, consisting of additions
and corrections only,

All the dates in this edition are given in the Old Style
or unreformed calendar, and the dates taken from the
Portuguese and Dutch records (which are in the New
Style in the ornginal) have been reduced to the Qld Style
{or my book, (This was not done in the first edition,
thus leaving some room for confusion.} An unfortunately
large number of misprints—often due to slips in ihe copy
prepared for the press,—were present in the fist edition ;
these have heen now detected and removed.

182 pages of this book are taken bodily from my
Shivaji and His Times, 3rd. edition, to which the reader is
referred for the authorities on the chapters relating to
Shivaji (viz., 39, 40, and 43.) A larger type has been
used in this edition and the size of the hook increased

by one-&fth.

J. Sarkar
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HISTORY OF AURANGZIB

CHAPTER XXXVII

THe KEYNOTE oF DEccan HISTORY IN THE
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.

§ 1. Muslim Powers in the Deccan,

In the middle of the Fourteenth century the
foundation of the Bahmani kingdom created an in-
dependent centre of Muslim power in Southern India,
The conquest of the western coast-strip (Konkan) by
the kings of this line also put them in possession of
sea-ports like Dabhol, Chaul, Rajapur and Goa,
through which they established direct intercourse
with Persia, Arabia, Africa and the Malay Peninsula,
Thus, the stream of recruits could flow o the
Deccan from the outer Muhammadan world without
being mtercepted by the rulers of Delhi. At a time
when the force of the first Islamic penetration of
Northern India was spent, the Muslim advance
there was arrested by impact on the northern and
eastern natural barriers of our country, and the
Delhi monarchy was seized with decay and dis-
solution,—Indian Islam started on a new career of
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expansion in the south and crushed out the great
Hindu kingdoms of the Deccan which had hitherto
vetained their independence,

This process went on throughout the Fifteenth
century. Even when, at the end of the first quarter
of the next century, the great house of Bahmani fell
almost in the same year that Babur sowed the seed
of a new and mightier growth of Islamic power in
Northern India,—there was no eclipse of Muham-
madanism in the South., The heritage of the Bah-
manis passed into the worthy hands of Nizam Shah
and Adil Shah. Ahmadnagar and Bijapur now be-
came centres which fuily kept up the traditions of
Islamic dominion and Islamic culture founded by the
Sultans of Kulbarga. The greatness of Ahmadnagar
filled the 16th century; but the first quarter of the
17th century saw its final extinction. Bijapur, which
had begun the race for empire in the Deccan a little
later and hithertc stood second, now rushed in to
fill the leadership vacated by Ahmadnagar.

But with the cornmencement of the Seventeenth
century a new combatani had entered the southem
arena. Forty years of vigorous and successful rule
by one undisputed sovereign having settled and
strengthened the realm of Northern India from Bengal
to Gujrat and Kashmir to Sind, the Mughal Emperor
was now free to conquer the Deccan, and this fact
dominated the whole history of Southern India
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throughout the 17th century. Adil Shah found a
rival he had not reckoned with. Long and desolating
wars waged against him by Shah Jahan both during
his father’s lifetime and in his own reign, at last
convinced the ruler of Bijapur that he must give up
the dream of winning the hegemony of the Deccan,
as the heir of the Bahmanis and the Nizam-Shahis,
and that he must find an outlet for his ambition east-
wards and southwards only, so as not to cross the
path of the dreaded Mughals of the north. The last
of these wars for deciding the claim to supremacy
in the Deccan had been fought in 1636, as we have
seen in Chapter 3. By the partition-treaty of 1636,
the southern boundary of Mughal Deccan had been
clearly marked out, and during the following twenty
years Bijapur had risen to the pinnacle of her great-
ness by stretching her sway from sea to sea across
the Indian peninsula, while the capital city had be-
come the mother of arts and letters, of theology and
science, But the warrior-kings of an earlier poorer
and ruder generation were now followed by succes-
sors who preferred the harem and the derbar to the
tented field and the saddle. The great conquestsa
of the middle Seventeenth century were all achieved
by servants of the State and not by its supreme lord
and master. The climax of the Adil-Shahi power
was also the beginning of its rapid decline and dis-
memberment.
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A number of generals who had conquered king-
loms for their master with their own blood and
weat and had been long accustomed to giving the
aw to millions, were not likely to cbey a child or
. sluggard on the throne of a far off capital, nor a
reiled woman or a man of their own class acting as
he power behind the throne. A feudal State cannot
e governed by a faineant king nor by a constitu-
ional prime minister. When the king is no longer
\ hero, the military viceroys of the provinces will
bey him as little as the major-generals obeyed
Richard Cromwell. Only a superman,—a Henry V.
>t a Napoleon I.,—can control the feudal barons and
10ld together the military type* of State, such as all
he lslamic monarchies in India were., Therefore,
ifter the death of the last great Adil Shah (in Novem-
ser 1656), the dissolution of the remaining Muslim
singdoms of the Deccan and their absorption into
he Mughal empire would have taken place as an
nevitable, speedy and almost silent operation of
Nature, but for the entrance of a new factor into
Jeccan politics, ‘

* The State founded by Akbar was an exception to this description
o a limited extent only, as even the Mughal empire did not become
. truly national and constitutional State, but remained subjecl to the
nfluence of the Muslim priesthood and the personal discretion of the
oversign,—more in some reigns, less in others.
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§ 2. Marathas in Deccan History.

These were the Marathas, A small body, no
doubt; but they leavened the entire mass of the
Deccani population, They dominated Deccan history
for the century and a half that followed the acces-
sion of Aurangzib and North Indian history for the
last fifty years of the 18th century. The Maratha
people had been there from time out of mind, but
since the 13th century they had lived dispersed
through many States, as the subjects of aliens in the
land of their birth, without any political organization
or status of their own. A genius ‘was needed to
unite these scattered units into a nation and drive
them like a solid wedge into the Mughal empire,
shivering it to bits. That genius was Shivaji, the
contemporary and antagonist of Aurangzib.

European historians like Elphinstone have
charged Aurangzib with political blindness because
he destroyed Bijapur and Golkonda first, instead of
crushing the Maratha power with the help of these
two States. (Hist. of India, 6th ed., p. 649.) But
this criticism misses the cardinal fact of Deccan poli-
tics in the 17th century. From the day when the
Emperor Akbar launched forth into a policy of con-
quest south of the Vindhyas to the day 94 years
later, when Aurangzib rode in triumph into the fallen

capital of the last of the Qutb-Shahis, the Sultans of
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Bijapur and Golkonda could never for a moment
forget that the sleepless aim of the Mughal Emperor
was their final extinction and the annexation of all
their territories. They had at all times had Maratha
auxiliaries,—Shahji Bhonslé was only the most
eminent among many such,—and now they found in
the genius of Shivaji and the reckless audacity of
Shambhuji their only shield in the hour of supreme
danger. A union of hearts between Bijapur or
Golkonda and the Mughal empire was a psychologi-
cal impossibility,

These European historians further maintain that
it would have been wiser for Aurangzib to have left
Bijapur and Golkonda in independence to serve as
the police of the Deccan against the growing Maratha
lawlessness which finally proved too strong for the
Mughals. This view also attaches too much import-
ance to mere appearances and names and is based
on ignorance of the true political condition of the
Deccan during the period in question. By the time
Shivaji had succeeded in forming a national State as
a nucleus round which the Maratha chiefs hitherto
in Muslim pay might cluster, the kingdoms of Bija-
pur and Golkonda had arrived at the last stage of
decline. Their kings were mere puppets sunk in
pleasure, their capitals ran blood during the frequent
faction-fights for the office of wazir, the administra-
tion had utterly broken down, law and order had
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disappeared, the provincial governors had become
independent, the generals were selling themselves to
the highest bidder. In the touching words of the last
histerian of Bijapur, *‘No man from sardar down to
iyot ate his bread for a single day in peace; none
from the Sultan down to the pauper slept for a single
night in happiness.”” (B. S. 523.) And such Govern-
ments were expected by Elphinstone to tame Sham-
bhuji and chastise Shanta Ghorpare more effectually
than Aurangzib himself could do'!

8 3. Relations among the Deccan Powers.

Briefly put, the grouping of Powers in the
Deccan was thus: The dread of Mughal aggression
drove the Sultan of Golkonda whole-heartedly, and
that of Bijapur distrustfully and intermittently, into
the arms of Shivaji. But the Bijapuri ministers could
never forget that Shivaji was their rebel subject;
they always looked upon him with suspicion and
took precautions lest by entering as their ally he
should end by making himself their master. Hence,
Bijapur's leagues with Shivaji were formed only
when Mughal invasion was an insistent fact and the
situation of Adil Shah was desperate; and these
leagues were soon dissolved by the growing fear
that Shivaji was trying to enrich himself by treacher-
ously seizing its forts and lands, Occasionally
the Adil-Shahi Government made a show of joining
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the Mughals in the war with Shiva, but the aid thus
given was insincere and of no military value (except
in 1660.) Golkonda’s friendship with the Maratha
king was stronger and of longer duration, though
its full extent remained a secret to the Mughals.
It was finally cemented by the influence of the
Brahman minister Madanna Pandit and the dis-
covery of the earnest determination of the Mughal
Emperor to annex the Deccani Sultanates.

Of the three Deccani Powers, Qutb Shah may
be left out of our account, as he never sought a
rupture with the Mughals during this period, (his
war in 1677 was purely defensive), nor refuse to
pay tribute ;—but his failure to clear the arrears of
tribute, his attempt to “retain possession of the
Karnatak ceded to the Mughals in 1656, and the
armed aid he gave to Bijapur during the Mughal
invasion of 1666, were serious breaches of a vassal's
duty., Abdullah, who filled the throne of Golkenda
from 1626, was a fool (as Aurangzib calls him in
the Adab) and a voluptuary, and his successor,
Abul Hasan, was as bad. Such a State hardly
counted in the politics of the Deccan.

The Bijapur Government fell into a hopeless

decline® after 1666, when Al Adil Shah I1. gave

* The downward course had begun much earier, in 1646, when
Mubammad Adil Shah was prosirated by a severe and lingering
illness,
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himself up entirely to wine, while rival nobles began
to fight for the wazirship and the control over the
capital and the fainean! king. Matters grew worse
when the boy-king Sikandar succeeded in 1672,
and the history of Bijapur became in effect the his-
tory of its regents. Great disorder prevailed in the
administration, the country was eternally unsettled
and impoverished, the State gradually became too
weak to defend itself from foreign attack, or even
to continue iis sluggish normal course of exisience.
This was the opportunity which made Shivaji’s rise
to independent power possible, and once secure in
the possession of a kingdom, a capital and an army,
he was strong enough to defy all his enemies
together.

Shivaji could never for a moment be sure of the
Delhi Government’s pacific disposition or fidelity to
treaty promises. Hence he lost no chance of rob-
bing Mughal territory in the Deccan. With Bijapur
his relations were somewhat different. He could
raise his head or expand his dominion only at the
expense of Bijapur. But when, about 1662, an
understanding with him was effected by the Adil-
Shahi ministers, he gave up molesting the heart of
the Bijapur kingdom., With the Bijapuri nobles
whose fiefs lay close to his dominions and across
the path of his natural expansion {e.g., Kolhapur,
Kanara and Kopal) he could not be at peace, though
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he did not wish to challenge the central Govern-
ment of Bijapur. The death of Ali Il. in 1672 and
the faction-fights at the capital that ensued greatly
stimulated his raiding and annexing activities at the
expense of Adil Shah, though still along the frings
of that kingdom.

§ 4. Causes of Mughal weakness in the Deccan.

From January 1658 when Aurangzib left the
Deccan to contest his father’s throne till March 1682
when he returned to the South to wear out the lest
quarter century of his life in ceaseless warfare, a
period of 24 years intervened, during which there
were five viceroys of the Mughal province of
Deccan, among whom Prince Shah Alam held the
office for 11 years, Bahadur Khan for 6 years,
Shaiste Khan for 4, Jai Singh for nearly two, and
Dilir Khan for one year. During these twenty-four
vears the Mughals pursued a vigorous forward
policy against Bijapur only under Jai Singh (1666),
Bahadur Khan (1676—77), and Dilir Khan (1679—
80). Military operations against the Marathas were
actively carried on by Shaista Khan (1660—62),
Jai Singh (1665), Mahabat Khan (1671—72),
Bahadur Khan (1673—75), and by Dilir Khan for

"a short while in 1678—79. A state of war
between Shivaji and the Mughals existed for a much
longer period, but during most of it the imperial
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generals acted languidly, so as 1o hoodwink theix
distani master, while maintaining a secret under-
standing with Shivaji (and, later, with Shambhy;ji)
and accepting bribes from him. From Shivaji’s side
the attacks on Mughal territory were more frequent,
though iwice or thrice varied by pretended submis-
sion to the Emperor, with a view to outwitting the
Mughal viceroy of the Deccan and lulling him inte
inactivity or friendliness.

Only a few clear successes but no decisive result
was achieved by the Mughal arms in the Deccan
during these 24 years. The cause of this failure was
partly personal and partly political. Shah Alam was
a timid unenterprising prince, inclined by nature to
peace with his neighbours and the pleasures of the
harem or the chase, But even if he had been made
of sterner stuff, success would have been beyond his
power, because his father suspected him of a design
to rebel and often saddled him with a refractory
lieutenant like Diliv Khan, whose open defiance of
his authority made the viceregal camp in the Deccan
as powerless as a country torn by civil war. Shah
Alam and Dilir always worked at cross purposes and
thus ensured Mughal failure in the Deccan.

Secondly, the imperial officers were heartily sick
of the ceaseless war with Shiva, the hardships of
campaigning in the Mavals and Konkan or besieging
Maratha hill-forts, and in constant dread of his deadly

NN
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surprise attacks. The Hindu officers in Mughal
pay secretly fraternized with the Deccani champion
of Hinduism,—the defender of cows and Brahmans,
of #ilak and iiki, {as his laureate Bhushan called
him) ; while several of the Muslim generals were glad
to bribe him to let them live in peace. Above all, no
Mughal governor of the Deccan was supplied with
men and money even half adequate to the task of
defeating Bijapur and the Marathas, as the vast
military and financial resources that Aurangzib had
to employ against these two monarchies during his
final campaigns m 1685—89 clearly proved.

The rebellion of Prince Akbar, though it was
fostered by the Rajputs and originated, grew to ful-
ness and expired in Northern India,—changed the
history of the Deccan and hastened the fate of the
Mughal empire as well. His flight to Shambhuji
raised a danger to the throne of Delhi which could
be met only by Aurangzib’s personal appearance in
the South. But for this alliance hbetween the
“Disturber of India™ and ‘“‘the infernal son of the
infernal infidel,”’—as Aurangzib called the two,—
the Emperor would probably have let Deccan affairs
follow their wonted course ; he would have left Bija-
pur and Golkonda to be occasionally threatened and
fleeced by his generals, who were open to bribes,
and his sons, who lacked his own remorseless ambi-
tion and tireless energy. At all events, after Jai
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Singh’s costly failure (in 1666}, he could not have
been easily induced to risk all the material resources
and armed strength of the empire on the speculative
Deccan adventure, and without such expenditure
Bijapur and Golkonda could never have been
forcibly annexed. The Maratha king would have
been tolerated by Aurangzib as a necessary evil, or
even encouraged as a thorn in the side of the
Bijapuris and therefore really an ally of the Mughals,
—which was the very policy towards Shiva advo-
cated by the astute Jai Singh. And the monarchy
built up by Shivaji’s genius would have naturally
fallen down when that master-mind was withdrawn,
if Bijapur and Golkonda had not been driven by a
common danger into the arms of Shambhuji.

But Akbar’s flight to the Deccan forced a com-
plete change on the imperial policy in that quarter.
The first task of Auranézib now was to crush the
power of Shambhuji and render Akbar impotent {or
mischief. For this he patched up a humied peace
with the Maharana (June 1681) and left for the
Deccan to direct the operations of his armies there m
person,



CHAPTER XXXIX

THE RIsE OF THE MARATHA POWER,

8 |. Maharashtra: the land and ils produce.

The dominating feature of the Deccan land is
the Western Ghat or Sahyadri range, forming a
towering wall along the entire western edge of the
peninsula. Between the Ghats and the Indian Ocean
lies a long narrow sirip of land of varying breadth,
called Konkan (between Bombay and Goa) and
Kenara (south of Goa.) It is an area of certain and
heavy rainfall,—from 100 to 120 inches in the year,
—with rice for the predominant crop, and dense
mango-groves, plantain orchards and coconut-palms
adding to the beauty of the landscape and the wealth
of the inhabitants. Here the districts of Thana,
Kolaba and Ratnagiri (with the State of Savant-vadi),
—a tolal area of over 10,000 miles,—are now pre-
dominantly Marathi-speaking.

After crossing the Ghats eastwards we have a
belt of land, some 20 miles in breadth, called Dang
or Maval in the north and Madllad in the south (i.e.,
Kanara.) “‘lt is extremely rugged, a series of table-
lands cut on every side by deep winding valleys.
From the valleys, hills of various heights and forms
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arise, terrace above terrace, with steep sides often
strewn with black basalt boulders, ..., Here and there
are patches of ancient evergreen forests.”” (Bomb,
Gaz., wvil. pt. 1, pp. 2, 13.}

The Western Chats have thrown off a large
number of short spurg eastwards, every two of which
enclose a valley, the bed of some stream rolling east
to add its waters to the mighty Godavari or
Krishna. Towards the east the spurs sink, the
valleys widen out and form Desh or the vast rolling
black-soil plain of the Central Deccan.

This land, almost locked among the hills and
open only in the east, is the cradle of the Maratha
kingdom. Originally Maharashtra was formed by
the Nastk, Puna and Satara districts, parts of
Ahmadnagar and Sholapur, and the western corner of
Aurangabad,—a rough total of 28,000 square miles.
Fast of the Ghats the rainfall decreases rapidly, and
is uncertain and insufficient for agriculture, while the
soill is naturally sterile and broken up by low ranges
of bare rocky hills which neither store water for culti-
vation nor attract the rainfall. “"The Deccan,
generally speaking, vields to much labour a bare
xﬁqgéure of subsistence.’’

§ 2. Character of the Marathas.

The Maratha people had lost their great in-
dependent kingdoms, in the central richer and more
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level parts of the Deccan, early in the 14th century,
and been gradually pushed into the western edge
of the plateau by the pressure of Muslim expansion.
Here in the small lonely valleys isolated by Nature,
their petty chieftains retained a cort of rude local
independence, usually forgotien by the kings of
Ahmadnagar and Bijapur, or offering 'a nominal
obedience when pressed hard. In their rugged and
inhospitable nooks the natives found safety and
peace, while the richer plains were the scenes of
revolution and rapine.

In such a country no one can afford to lead a
sheltered idle life. Every man, and often every
woman, 1n Maharashtra, has to work and work with
the hand. Where Nature enforces a Spartan simpli-
city, there can be no luxury, no learned leisure
(except among the priests), no acsthetic development,
no polished manners even. But such a country and
climate have their compensating advantages. They
develop self-reliance, courage, perseverance, a stern
simplicity, a rough straightforwardness, a sense of
social equality and consequently pride in the dignity
of man as man. In the 7th century, the Chinese
pilgrim Yuan Chwang noted the Marathas for being
*‘proud-spirited and warlike, grateful for favours and
revengeful for wrongs.”’ This racial character was
somewhat modified in the course of the next ten
centuries, and the remnant of the Maratha population
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at last became more cunning and less chivalrous.
But the basis of their character remained the same,—
activity, self-reliance, self-respect and love of
equality. Indeed, in their combination of courage,
cleverness and power of endurance,—in their ability
to plan and execute surprises and night-attacks, in the
skill of their soldiers to extricate themselves from a
tight corner or to vary their tactics according to the
changing phases of a battle without waiting for
guidance from a superior,—the Marathas resemble
the Afghans most among all Asiatic races.

Social distinctions were fewer and much less
sharp among the 16th century Marathas than among
richer and more civilized communities. The rich
man was not immeasurably above the poor in such a
simple society ; and even the poorest man had his
value as a soldier or indispensable lahourer ; at least,
he preserved his self-respect, because where few had
anything to spare, none was tempted to lead the
pampered life of the professional beggars and
hangers-on of Delhi or Agra. The same sense of
equality was fostered by religion. Their popular
saints in the [5th and 16th centuries created a
religious revival, which was truly a reformation in
its spirit. It taught the sanctity of conduct rather
than mere birth, the superiority of a living personal
faith to mere ritual, and the oneness of all true
believers before God, **This religious revival was

2
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the work of the people, of the masses, and not of
the classes. At its head were saints and prophets,
poets and philosophers, who sprang chiefly from
the lower orders of society,—tailors, carpenters,
potters, gardeners, shopkeepers, barbers, and even
mahars (scavengers),—mote often than Brahmans.”
{(Ranade, 10.) They taught in the vernacular and
not in the sacred tongue.

The simplicity and uniformity of early Maratha
society were also reflected in their language and
literature, which were poor, undeveloped, and essen-
tially popular. The spoken tongue of the country
was a rough practical speech incapable of expressing
the ceremonious courtesy indirectness and delicate
shades of meaning of the highly polished Urdu lan-
guage. The democratic temper of the Maratha
people is shown by their having no respectful mode
of address; all ranks are theed and thoued.

The Maratha people’s inborn love of independ-
ence and isclation was greatly helped by Nature,
which provided them with many ready-made and
easily defensible forts close at hand, where they
could guickly flee for refuge and whence they could
offer a temacious resistance. ‘The whole of the
Ghats often terminate towards the top in a wall of
smooth rock, the highest points of which, as well as
detached portions on isolated hills, form natural
fortresses,...... (with) a level space on the summit
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...... In many of them there are springs of the finest
water.”’

Thus a remarkable community of language,
creed and life was attained in Maharashtra in the
17th century, even before political unity was con-
ferred by Shivaji, What litde was wanting to the
solidarity of the people was supplied by his creation
of a national State, the long struggle with the
invader from Delhi, and the imperial expansion of
the race in the 18th century under the Peshwas. Thus
in the end a collection of castes and tribes was fused
into a nation by their political history.

§ 3. Marathas as soldiers.

The backbone of Shivaji's army was composed
of the peasantry belonging to the Maratha and Kunbi
castes. ‘'As a class the Marathas [of today] are
simple, frank, independent and liberal, courteous,
and, when kindly treated, trusting. They are a
manly and intelligent race......No caste supplies the
Bombay army with so many recruits as the Ratnagiri
Marathas. Others go into the police.” ““The
Deccan Kunbis are steady and hard-working.........
a very quiet and orderly class,.....,strong, hardy,
enduring and muscular.”’

The Marathas had been noted as soldiers as
early as the 7th century, when their king Pulakesin
Il. repulsed Harsha-vardhan, the conqueror of
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Northern India. But with the Muslim conquest of
the Deccan and the extinction of the last Hindu
kingdom in Maharashtra in the 14th century, the
fighting classes among the natives gathered round
their own leaders in small bands and hired out their
swords to the new rulers of the land. There were
Maratha auxiliaries and mercenaries in the service of
the Bahmani Sultans, the Nizam-Sheahis and the
Adil-Shahis from the very beginning. And with
the disintegration of the Muhammadan power in the
Deccan, the importance of these local troops greatly
ncreased.

The sterile soil of Maharashtra discouraged its
sons from the thankless task of tilling it. Strong
muscles and stout hearts found greater rewards and
a higher position by serving in the armies of the
many monarchies of the central plateau. An able
partisan leader was sure of high pay, noble rank,
and it might be the proud position of a king-maker,
at any of these Courts, which were constantly at war
with their neighbours, and prepared to bid high for
the lances of useful condottieri from the Desh
country.

Many Maratha families rose to wealth, power
and distinction as captains of mercenary troops in
the service of the Muslim States in their neighbowr-
hood. Some of them claimed to be Kshatriyas and
bore names suggesting their descent from the royal
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dynasties of ancient India,—such as the Mauryas
(Marathi More), Yadavas (Marathi, Zadon),
Yaudheyas (Marathi, [edhe), Chalukyas, &c.

§ 4. Shahji Bhonslé: his carcer.

One such family, bearing the name of Bhonslés,
originally lived in the Patas sub-division of the Puna
district, as the headmen (patil) of two villages.
Towards the end of the 16th century they migrated
to the village of Virul or Elur, within sight of the
hill-fort of Daulatabad and the caves of Ellora.
They followed agriculture and gained much local
credit by their sober honest character and religious
benefactions. Some buried treasure that they dis-
covered in their fields enabled them to buy arms
and horses and develop into captains of mercenaries.
The decline of the Nizam-Shahi dynasty and the
Mughal invasion of the Deccan at the close of the
16th century gave them the chance of rapid rise.
Some of the Bhonslés were won over by the Mughals
with high mansabs and salary, others changed
masters frequently in quest of better pay, during the
first quarter of the 17th centwry.

Such was Shahji Bhonslé, the eldest son of
Maloji. Born in 1594, he was matried when a child
to Jija Bai, the daughter of the high-horn Lakhji
Yadav Rao, baron of Sindhkhed and one of the
greatest Hindu nobles of Ahmadnagar. Shahji first
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saw service probably as the commander of the small
contingent of his family during the rule of Malik
Ambar, the regent of Nizam Shah. On the death
of Malik Ambar in May 1626, the State fell into
rapid decay; there were frequent assassinations at
Court, among the victims being Lakhji Yadav (1630}
and the Sultan himself (1632). During these
troubled times, Shahji first followed the Nizam-
Shahi Government, then ‘‘fought for his own hand,””
jomned the Mughals, deserted them, fought against
the Bijapuris, went over to their side afterwards, and
finally blossomed into a king-maker. After the loss
of Daulatabad, the last capital of the dynasty, he
set up a puppet Nizam Shah (1633) in one of the
hill-forts of the Sahyadri range. He seized all the
Nizam-Shahi dominion from Puna and Chakan to
Balaghat and the neighbourhood of Junnar, Ahmad-
nagar, Sangamner, 1rimbak and Nasik, and for
three vears (1633-36) carried on the government in
the Sultan’s name, occupying districts and forts and
levying troops. During all this time the Bijapur
Government backed him, as a very useful obstacle
to Mughal progress. Treacherously seizing the fort
of Junnar, he made it his capital and lived in great
wealth and power, looting Mughal territory on his
east and conquering Konkan on his west. But in
1636 a grand campaign was opened by the
imperialists against Shahji and his patron of Bijapur,
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which we have described in detail in Chapter 3.
In the end {Oct. 1636) Shahji had to own complete
defeat and give up to the Mughals the shadowy
Nizam Shah and eight of his forts (including Mahuli
and Junnar). Even the name of the Nizam-Shahi
State was now abolished, Adil Shah acknowledged
the overlordship of the Emperor, and Shahji entered
the service of Bijapur. By this Government he was
recognized in possession of the jagirs in the Puna
district.

§ 5. Birth and childhood of Shivaji.

Shivaji, the second son of Shahji and Jija Bai,
was born in the hill-fort of Shivner, which overlocks
the town of Junnar, on 10th April 1627. Scon after
his birth he and his mather were neglected by
Shahji, who had taken a younger and more beautiful
wife, Tuka Bai Mohite, on whom and whose son
Vyankaji (the ancestor of the Tanjore Rajahs) he
lavished all his affection and wealth, The roving
and perilous life that he led during the nine and a
half years following Shivaji's hirth also made it
impossible for him to take sufficient care of his senior
wife and her sons, even if he were so inclined.

After entering Bijapur service towards the end
of 1636, he went away to the Tungabhadra region
and the Mysore plateau, and later on to the Madras
coast to conquer fresh territories for his new master
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and jagirs for himself. But here his favourite wife
and her son accompanied him, while Jija Bai and
Shivaji were sent to live at Puna, in charge of his
land-steward Dadaji Kond-dev.

Shivaji was, therefore, a stranger to his father
for several years after his birth. Her hushand’s
neglect drove the mind of Jija Bal inwards and
deepened her mnatural religious spirit, which she
imparted to her son. Shivaji grew up in solitude,
a mateless child, without brother, sister or father.
The isolation of their life drew mother and son very
close together and intensified his love for her il it
hecame almost an adoration for a deity. From a
very early age, he was thrown on his own resources,
and learnt to carry out his own ideas unaided and to
take the initiative without referring to any higher
authority. Such education as he received was
eminently practical ; he became skilled in fighting,
riding and other manly accomplishments; but the
weight of evidence is in favour of the view that he
wes unlettered, though he mastered the contents of
the great Hindu epics by listening to recitations and
story-tellings and thus learnt their political lessons
and moral maxims. He loved to distraction
religious readings and songs (kirtan) and sought the
society of Hindu and Muslim saints wherever he
went. The want of book-learning, therefore, did
not leave his mind a dull and sterile soil, nor impair
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his efficiency as a man of action in a world that was
medizeval.

The Mavals or western belt of the Puna district,
stretching along the rugged forest-clad side and foot
of the Sahyadri range, were the homes of a sturdy,
healthy, and brave race of peasants called Mavlés.
From them Shivaji drew his earliest cornrades, his
‘most devoted followers, and his best soldiers. In
the company of Mavlé chieftains of his own age,
young Shivaji wandered over the hills and forests of
the Szhyadn range, and along the mazes of the river
valleys, thus hardening himself to a life of privation
and strenuous exertion, as well as getting a first-hand
knowledge of the country and its people. During
his residence at Puna his plastic mind was profoundly
influenced by the readings from the Hindu epics and
sacred books given by his guardian and other
Brahmans, and still more by the teaching of his
mother. The deeply religious, almost ascetic, life
that Jija Bai led amidst neglect and solitude imparted
by its example, even more than by her precepts, a
stoical earnestness mingled with religious fervour to
the character of Shivaji. He began to love independ-
ence and loathe a life of servile luzury in the pay of
some Muslim king. It is, however, extremely
doubtful if at this time he conceived any general
design of freeing his brother Hindus from the insulis
and outrages to which they were often subjected by
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the dominant Muslim population. An independent
sovereignty for himself he certainly coveted; but he
never posed as the liberator of the Hindus in general,
at all events not till long alterwards,

On the question of his future career he came
into conflict with his guardian. Dadaji Kond-dev
was, no doubt, an able and honest land-steward, a
man of methodical habits, leading a sober blameless
and humdrum life, but quite incapable of lofty
ideals, daring ambition or far off vision. Shivaji's
love of adventure and independence appeared to his
guardian as the sign of an untutored and wayward
spirit, which would ruin his life’s chances. He
argued long with Shivaji, advised him to follow the
footsteps of his ancestors and rise to wealth and
position as an obedient vassal and captain of
mercenaries under Adil Shah. The young lad’s
association with the hill brigands and his projects for
robbery and the surprise of forts filled Dadaji with
apprehension about his future. He complained to
Shahji, but without succeeding in effecting a reform.
Worn out by anxiety and age, Dadaji Kond-dev died
about the middle of 1647, and Shivaji became his

own master at the age of twenty.

§ 6. Shivaji’s early conquest of forts, 1646-1647..

The death of Dadaji Kond-dev found Shivaji
ready for his task. He had already been trained in
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martial exercises and civil administration; he had
familiarized himself with the troops of his father’s
western jagir and the people he would have to
govern. Initiative and power of command had been
freely developed in him without check or interference
from his guardian. Administrative orders had for
some time hefore this been issued in his name, as
his father’s representative.

*  The year 1646 marks a crisis in the history of
Bijapur. The king fell seriously ill, and for some
time his life, was despaired of. Though he lingered
on for ten years more, these years were by popular
belief held to be a portion of the life of the saint
Shah Hashim Uluvi, given away by that holy man
to the king. During this time no serious business
was altended to by Muhammad Adil Shah. The
expansion of terriiory in the Karnatak went on under
some of the nobles, but at the capital the king was
inert, and the administration fell into the hands of
the queen Bari Sahiba.

This was Shivaji’s opportunity. Even before
the death of Dadaji, he had begun his annexations.
In 1646 he had sent his captains Baji Pasalkar, Yesaji
Kank and Tanaji Malusare with a force of Mavlé
infantrymen and occupied Torna fort by tricking its
Bijapuri commandant. Here he seized Government
treasure amounting to 2 lakhs of hun. Five miles
east of it, on the crest of the same spur of hills, he
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built a new fort named Rajgarh, with three walled
redoubts (machi) on the successive terraces of the
hill-side.

After the death of Dadaji, Shivaji set himself to
bring all parts of Shahji's western jagir under his
own control, so as to form one compact State ruled
by one authority. But this was effected gradually
and took years to complete.

Chakan in the north and Baramati and Indapur,
in the south-eastern corner of the Puna district, now
passed into his hands from his father’s officers.
And the occupation of Rajgarh, Kondana and Torna
from Bijapuri agents gave him a chain of hill-forts
in the south,

§ 7. Adil Shah imprisons Shahji, 1648,

Shivaji’s annexations had reached this point by
the middle of 1648, when his career of conquest was
suddenly checked by alarming news from the
Karnatak. There on 25th July his father was
arrested and all his property and contingent attached
by the Bijapuri commander-in-chief, Mustafa Khan,
then investing Jinji in the South Arcot district.

Shahji was brought in chains to Bijapur, and
kept under guard until he submitted to his sovereign.

Shivaji was in a terrible dilemma: he could not
submit to Bijapur and thereby sacrifice all his gains
and hopes of future greatness; nor, on the other
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hand, could he leave his father in danger of torture
and starvation. By diplomacy alone could he rescue
his father, and diplomacy pointed to only one path
as open to a man in his position.

Shivaji, therefore, appealed to Prince Murad
Bakhsh,* the Mughal viceroy of the Deccan, entreat-
ing him to secure the Emperor’s pardon for Shahji's
past conduct and protection for him and his sons in
future, and offering to come and join the Mughal
service on recelving a written assurance of safety.
To this Murad replied on 14th March 1649 telling
him to send first a trusty agent to report his demands.
This was evidently done, and Murad after reporting
the case to the Emperor and learning his wishes,
wrote to Shivaji on 14th August asking him to come
to Court with his father and kinsmen, that he might
be created a 5-hazari, while Shahji would get back
the rank he had once held in the Mughal peerage.
Still later, on 31st October, Murad wrote directly to
Shahji to inform him that Shivaji’s appeal for his
release had been received, and that as the Prince
was soon going back to the imperial Court, he would
there report the prayers of Shahji to the Eimperor and

* Shivaji neither wrote nor sent any envoy to the Emperor at
Delhi., AH his negotiations ahout his father were conducted with
Murad, as the four original Persian letters of Murad in Parasnis’s
possession show.
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take his orders. Shah Jahan, however, did not put
pressure on Adil Shah to release Shahji.

The official history of Muhammad Adil Shah
tells us that Shahji was set at liberty, through the
mediation of the Bijapuri noble Ahmad Khan and
in return for the surrender of three forts (Bangalore,
Kondana and Kandarpi) to the Sultan, (at the end
of 1649).

As the release of Shahji had been conditional,
Shivaji kept comparatively quiet during the six years
from 1649 to 1655, instead of giving the Bijapur
Government new provocation by fresh annexations.
His chiel acquisition at this time was the hill-fort of
Purandar, gained by treachery.

§ 8. Conquest of Javli, 1656.

At the extreme north-western corner of the
Satara district lies the village of Javli, which was then
the centre of a fairly large principality including
nearly the whole of that district.

A Maratha family named Moré had received a
grant of the State of Javli from the first Sultan of
Bijapur early in the 16th century, and made the claim
good by their sword. For eight generations they
conquered the petty chieftains around and amassed
a vast treasure by plunder. They kept 12,000
infantry, mostly sturdy hillmen of the same class as
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the Mavles, and succeeded in getting possession of
the entire district and parts of Konkan. The head
of the family bore the herediiary title of Chandra
Rao.

The State of Javli, by its situation, barred the
path of Shivaji’s ambition in the south and south-
west.  As he frankly said to Raghunath Ballal
Korde, ““Unless Chandra Rao is killed, the kingdom
cannot be secured. None but you can do this deed.
I send you to him as envoy.” The Brahman entered
into the conspiracy, and went to Javli, attended by an
escort of 125 picked men, and stabbed Chandra Rao
to death and wounded his brother Surya Rao during
pretended negotiations for a marriage between

Shivaji and the late Chandra Rao’s daughter. Then
they escaped to a hiding place in the forest.

Shivaji had kept himself ready to follow up his
agent’s crime; according to later accounts he had
arrived at Mahabaleshwar with an army on the plea
of a pilgrimage. Immediately on hearing of the
murder of the Mores, he advanced and assaulted
Javli (15 Jan. 1656). The leaderless garrison
defended themselves for six howrs and were then
overcome. [he whole kingdom of Javli now passed
into Shivaji's possession and he was free to invade
South Konkan with esse or extend his dominion
southwards into the Kolhapur district.
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The annexation of Javli not only opened to
Shivaji a door for the conquest of the south and the
west, but brought a very important accession to his
strength, in the form of many thousands of Mavle
infantrymen from among the subjects and former
retainers of Chandra Rao. In short, his recruiting
ground for these excellent fighters along the Sehyadri
range, was now doubled. The Mores had accumu-
lated a vast treasure in eight generations of
undisturbed and expanding rule, and the whole of
it fell into Shivaji’s hands. Two miles west of Javli
he built a new fort named Pratapgarh, and here he
set up an image of his patron goddess Bhavani, as
the more ancient Bhavani of Tuljapur was beyond
easy reach to him. In the Aprl following he
captured Raigarh, his future capital, from the Mores.

The possession of Supa, Baramati and Indapur
rounded off the south-eastern corner of the Puna
district, while the occupation of Purandar, Rajgarh,
Kondana and Torna secured Shivaji's territory by
a strong chain of hill-forts on the south. Another
fort in the same direction was Rohira, gained some
time afterwards. North-west of Puna he acquired
the forts of Tikona, Lohgarh, and Rajmachi,—the
last being on the Sahyadri crest, 6 miles north of the
Bhor pass and overlooking the Konkan plain on the
west.
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§ 9. First war with the Mughals, 1657,

For many years after his first assertion of
independence, Shivaji carefully maintained peace
with the Mughals. For one thing, his power was
not yet secure, and it would have been the height
of folly to provoke both Bijapur and Delhi at the
same time. Secondly, from 1653 onwards Mughal
Deccan was governed by Prince Aurangzib with
singular efficiency and vigour, and his neighbours
nghtly dreaded giving him any offence. When
Aurangzib was involved in war with Golkonda
(January-March 1656), Shivaji was too busy organiz-
ing his conquests in Javli and the northern Ratnagir
district to raid Mughal territory during that Prince’s
absence from his charge.

On the death of Muhammad Adil Shah (4 Nov.
1656), Aurangzib began active preparations for the
invasion of Bijapur, and tried to seduce as many
Adil-Shahi nobles and vassals as he could. Shivaji
then wrote a letter to Multafat Khan, the Mughal
governor of Ahmadnagar, offering to join the
imperialists if his desires were granted. To this a
conciliatory reply was given, in accordance with
Aurangzib's instructions to ‘‘keep the path of
correspondence with him open.” [Adab. 144b.]

Shivaji also wrote directly to Aurangzib, His
envoy Sonaji reached the Prince’s siege-camp before
Bidar (in March 1657) and was assured that the

3
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Mughal Government would grant all the prayers
of the Maratha chief, namely (i) a formal recognition
of his right to all the Bijapuri forts and villages
actually in his possession and (ii) the annexation of
the port of Dabhol and the territory appertaining to
it. A reply in these terms was also written to Shivaji
by Aurangzib on 23rd April, 1657, when about to
start for the siege of Kaliani, and Shivaji was urged
to prove his devotion by rendering armed help to
the Mughal cause.

But long before this date, Shivaji had already
decided on the different policy of fighting for his
own hand. The vague promises of the Mughal
Prince could not satisfy him. Even a less astute man
than he must have known that such promises would
amount to nothing in practice when the need of the
imperialists would be over. He considered it more
profitable to make a diversion in favour of Bijapur
by raiding the south-western corner of Mughal
Deccan while Aurangzib’s forces were concentrated
at the siege of Kaliani, beyond his south-eastern
frontier. He had cunningly prepared for action by
quietly recalling his envoy from Aurangzib’s camp,
on the pretext of consultation, (about the middle of
April); and he launched on war immediately after-
wards.

Two Maratha captains, Minaji Bhonslé at the
head of 3,000 horse and Kashi, crossed the Bhima
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and plundered the Mughal villages in the Chamar-
gunda and Raisin sub-divisions respectively. They
carried devastation and alarm to the very gates of
Ahmadnagar, the chief city of Mughal Deccan.
[Kambu, 3b; Adab. 148a.]

A Maratha attempt to loot the city (peth) which
nestled under shelter of the fort of Ahmadnagar was
defeated, by a timely sortie of the garrison; but so
great was the alarm it caused that Multefat Khan,
the giladar of the fort, removed the property of the
inhabitants for greater safety within the fort.
(Adab. 148b.)

While Minaji was raiding the Ahmadnagar
district in the east, Shivaji was busy looting the
Junnar sub-division in the north. In the dark night
of 30th April, he silently scaled the walls of Junnar
city with rope-ladders and after slaughtering the
guards, carried off 300,000 hun in cash, 200 horses,
and much costly clothing and jewellery. (Sabh. 8;
Adab. 153b.) The success of the Maratha raiders was
due to the negligence of the local Mughal officers
(as the Delhi historian Kambu asserts) and probably
also to their military weakness.  Aurangzih, on
hearing of these disturbances, censured the thanah-
dars and poured reinforcements into the Ahmadnagar
district.

Nagin Khan, Iraj Khan and some other officers
at the head of 3,000 cavalry were ordered there.
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Rao Karmn, who was coming from Aurangabad to
Ridar, was diverted from the way to the same place.
Shaista Khan was ordered to detach 1,000 men
from his contingent there. But Nasiri Khan’s move-
ments were provokingly slow. On 30th Apnl he
eniered the pargana of Bir and four days later
marched towards Ashti.* Thus, there was a great
delay in his going to Ahmadnagar and Junnar, ex-
pelling the enemy, and ravaging Shivaji’s territory, as
ordered by Aurangzib.

Meantime, Multafat Khan had issued from the
fort of Ahmadnagar and relieved the beleaguered
outpost at Chamargunda by defeating Minaji, (28th
April.) But the Marathas continued to rove ahout
the pargana for some time longer. However, the
retainers of Multafat and Mirza Khan followed up
their victory and at last cleared the Chamargunda sub-
division.

Shivaji had stayed in the Junnar sub-division for
some time, robbing the villages, as the Mughal
reinforcements were late in arriving there and he
found the field clear. But, at the approach of
Rao Karn and Shaista Khan, he fled from the
neighbourhood of Junnar city and wandered
over the district for some time, as he could

* Bir (or Bid) is 68 m. e, and Ashti is 35 m. 5. e. of Ahmadnagar.
Chamargunda (or Shrigunda) is 33 m. s. of Ahmadnagar, (Ind. 4t. 3%
N. E.) Raisin is 20 m. 5. e. of Chamargunda.
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not be caught and crushed. But when the
pressure became great, he slipped away to the
Ahmadnagar district and began to plunder it. By
this time (end of May), however, Nasiri Khan had
reached the scene. By a forced march he surprised
Shivaji's army and nearly encircled it. Many of the
Marathas were slain, many wounded, and the rest
put to flight, (4 June.) But there was no pursuit,
as the Mughal horses were too tired.

Aurangzib's letters to Nasiri Khan and other
officers breathed fury and revenge; they must beat
the raiders back from the imperial dominions and
make reprisals by entering Shivaji’s land from all
sides, ‘‘wasting the villages, slaying the people with-
out pity, and plundering them to the extreme’’;
Shivaji’s possessions, Puna and Chakan, must be
utterly ruined, and not the least remissness shown
in slaying and enslaving the people; the village
headmen and peasants of the imperial territory who
had secretly abetied the enemy, must be slain with-
out pity.

Aurangzib’s new dispositions for guarding his
south-western frontier showed excellent combination
and judgment. Kar Talab Khan was posted near
Junnar, Abdul Munim at Garh Namuna, and Nasiri
Khan and Rao Karn at Panda ‘‘opposite Parenda
fort,”’ to guard the Chamargunda, Kara and Ashti
parganas. These officers stood facing the frontier
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and barring every path of the enemy's advance, so
that the imperial ryots behind them might enjoy
safety. The officers were further bidden to make
a dash forward across the frontier, whenever they
got an opportunity, ravage as much of the enemy’s
territory in front of them as they could, and then
quickly return to the defence of their respective posts.

After Nasiri Khan's victory over Shivaji in the
Ahmadnagar district, he was ordered by Aurangzib
to ‘‘pursue the Marathas and extirpate them.”” But
this could not be done. The rains now set in with
the full violence of the monsoons, and the campaign
had to be closed.  Shivaji retreated to his own
couniry and the Mughal officers fell back on their
appointed stations, watching the frontier. ‘‘There
was peace in the whole district.”” (Adab. 156a,
149a.)

June, July and August 1657 passed in enforced
idleness for the imperial troops. In September the
situation was complicated by the illness of Shah
Jahan and the preparations for a War of Succession
among his sons. Bijapur made peace with the
Mughals. But throughout the month of September
Aurangzib continued to urge his officers not to relax
their vigilance, but hold the s. w. frontier in force,
lest Shivaji should remew_his raids. About the
middle of October he wrote to the governor of
Ahmadnagar to take care of the city and keep his
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troops in readiness, lest when Nasiri Khan went
back, Shivaji £nding the field clear should begin to
plunder again. (Adeb. 1496, 157b.)

§ 10. Shivaji makes peace with the Mughals.

When in September his liege-lord, the king of
Bijapur, made peace, Shivaji found it useless and
even ruinous to himself to continue the war with
the Mughal empire single-handed. He must try
to save his patrimony. So, he wrote to Nasiri Khan
offering submission, and the Khan replied in a con-
ciliatory tone, Then Shivaji, as requested, sent a
trusty agent to the Khan to state his demands.
These were reporied to Aurangzib (Adab. 1565,
157a); but no definite agreement followed, Shivaji
now sent Raghunath Pant to Aurangzib directly.
The Prince was just then starting on his march to
Northern India (25 Jan., 1658) and wrote to Shivaji
in reply, ‘“Though your offences do not deserve
pardon, [ forgive you as you have repented. You
propose that if you are granted all the villages be-
longing to your home [i.e., Shahji’s old jagir]
together with the forts and territory of Konkan, after
the imperialists have seized the old Nizam-Shahi
territory now in the hands of Adil Shah,—you will
send Sona Pandit as your envoy to my Court and a
contingent of 500 horse under one of your officers to
serve me, and you will protect the imperial frontiers,
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You are called upon to send Sonaji, and your
prayers will be granted.”*

But while Aurangzib received Shivaji’'s sub-
mission with outward pleasure, his mind was not
really composed about him. He omitted no pre-
caution to maintain peace in that quarter by force,
for he felt convinced that the young Maratha chief
was a raider whose daring was only equalled by his
cunning, and an ambitious adventurer who would
place self-interest above fidelity to his plighted word
or gratitude for favours received, He wrote to Mir
Jumla {(December, 1657), “‘At Nasiri Khan's
departure that district has been left vacant. Attend
to it, as the son of a dog is waiting for his oppor-
tunity.”” (Adab. 924.) Adil Shah was thus urged
by the Prince: ‘'Protect this country. Expel
Shiva who has sneaked into the possession of some
forts of the land. If you wish to entertain his ser-
vices, give him jagirs in the Karnatak, far from the
imperial dominions, so that he may not disturb
them.”” (Adab. 163a.)

Aurangzib, therefore, left the Deccan without
granting peace and pardon to Shivaji. The Mughals
also repaired and garrisoned the old and ruined fort
of Pedgaon, as a convenient outpost for operations

# This letter, dated 24th February 1658, was not actually sent to
Shivaji till after the battle of Dharmat (15 April), as a postscript reports
Aurangrib’s victory there. (Parasnis MS., letter No. 6.)
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against Puna. (Adab. 157b.) But Shivaji was
freed from all fear of the Mughals by the War of
Succession which kept Aurangzib busy for the next

two years, 1658 and 1659.

§11. Shivaji invades Konkan.

In the second half of the year 1657, the north-
ward retreat of Prince Aurangzib, the likelihood of
a civil war for the throne of Delhi, and the wrangles
ameng the Bijapuri nobles about responsibility for
their ill-success in the recent war with the Mughals
(which culminated in the murder of the wazir Khan
Muhammad),—all combined to remove the only
checks on Shivaji’s ambition, and he now launched
forth on a fresh career of conquest and plunder
unhampered by any fear or caution.

Crossing the Western Ghats he buwrst into
Konkan. The northern part of this coast-strip
formed the Kalian (modern, Thana) district and was
then held by an Arab named Mulla Ahmad of the
Nawaiyat (emigrant) clan, one of the leading nobles
of Bijapur. The protracted illness of Muhammad
Adil Shah had detained this governor at Bijapur for
a long time, and during his absence the defence of
his jagir had grown slack and ineffcient. (4. N.
576). A considerable amount of disaffection and
disorder seems to have prevailed among the petty
chieftains of the district, which was a recent



42 HISTORY OF AURANGZIB [cH. 39

acquisition from the Nizam-Shahi State and where
the authority of the new Government sat loose.

He easily seized the rich towns of Kalian* and
Bhivandi (24 Qect. 1657), which were then without
walls, and there took much wealth and costly mer~
chandise. The fort of Mahuli, which had once
been the last refuge of Shahji, was next captured
(8 Jan. 1658.) The Kalian sub-division with some
other parts of the Thana district, thus passed into
Shivaji's possession, and he got a firm footing in
Northern Konkan, which he rapidly improved in
the course of the year. His progress southwards
into the Kolaba district seems to have been assisted
by the petty local chiefs who were eager to throw off
Muslim yoke and wrote inviting him to come.
(T. S. 13a.) Kalian and Bhivandi were imme-
diately turned into naval bases and dockyards by
Shivaji.

By the year 1659 he had extended his domi-
nions in the uplands or Desh to the southern limit
of the Satara district, and in Konkan from Mahuli
to near Mahad. Thus he now became master of
the whole of North Konkan except the ports and
adjacent lands on the west coast (which belonged

¥ Shivaiji’s chivalry to a Muhammadan girl (the danghterin-law
of Mulla Ahmad) captured in the Kalian campaign, T. 5. l4a.
Tavernier (i 205) reports the rumowr that Shiva discovered buried
treasure at Kalian, Jedhe 5. T. §. 13a—l4a.
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to Bijapur, the Siddis, and the Portuguese) and the
extreme north of the Thana district, while the
country from Mahad southwards was yet to be won.

The greatly expanded Maratha kingdom was
now organized on a stronger and more elaborate
plan: Moro Trimbak Pinglé was appointed Chan-
cellor (Peshwa) in the place of the incompetent
Shyamraj Nilkanth Ranjhekar, Nilo Sondev
Accountant-General (majmuadar) vice Balkrishna
Pant, and Netaji Palkar as Master of the Horse
(sar-i-naubat.) Two new posts, those of Surnis
(Superintendent of Correspondence) and Wagnis
(Newswriter} were created and given to Abaji
Sondev and Gangaji Mangaji respectively. The
cavalry now mustered 10,000, out of whom 7,000
were mounted on Government horses and the rest
on their own; the Mavlé infantry numbered 10,000
and their commander was Yesaji Kank. (Sabh.
11.}) The forts, old and newly acquired, held by
Shivaji in 1659 numbered forty. (4. N. 576.) On
14 May, 1657 the newly-founded kingdom was
blessed with the birth of an heir to the throne, the
ill-fated Shambhuji.

§12. Afzal Khan's expedition against Shivaji,
After the Mughal invasion of 1657 had rolled

back and Aurangzib had marched away to Northern
India, the Bijapur Government gained respite and
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some accession of vigour. Freed for the time being
from the constant menace of the Mughals on the
frontier, the Bijapur Government now began to call
its relractory vassals to account. The command
of the expedition against Shivaji, however, went
abegging at the Bijapur Court, till Afzal Khan
accepted it in a spirit of bravado.

Abdullah Bhatari, surnamed Afzal Khan, was
a noble of the first rank, who had risen to power and
honour under the late Sultan of Bijapur. As a
general he was of the highest standing in the king-
dom, being the peer of Bahlol Khan and Randaula
Khan, and he had fought with conspicuous bravery
and skill in the Karnatak expeditions and the more
recent war with the Mughals. But the resources of
Bijapur had been crippled by that war and the dis-
order and impoverishment natural in a regency under
a veiled woman, Only 10,000 cavalry could be
spared to accompany Afzal, while popular report
had raised the strength of Shivaji's Mavle infantry
to 60,000 men as the result of his conquest of Javli,
and he had also enlisted a regiment of valuable
Pathan mercenaries from the disbanded soldiery of
Bijapur. (T. S. 13b.) Atfzal Khan, therefore, did
not prefer an open contest of force with Shivaji.
Indeed, he was instructed by the Dowager Queen
to effect the capture or murder of Shivaji by



1659] AFZAL’S MARCH AND DESIGNS 45

“pretending friendship”’ with him and offering to
secure his pardon from Adil Shah.*

From Bijapur the expedition marched due north
to Tuljapur, one of the holiest shrines in Maha-
rashtra and the seat of Bhavani, the guardian
goddess of the house of Bhonslé. Here, according
to the story current among the Marathas, he ordered
the stone image of Bhavani to be broken and
pounded into dust in a hand-mill, and committed
similar outrages at other Hindu shrines on his way.

In a short time (probably in April), the Khan
reached Wai (20 miles north of Satara), of which
town and district he had been jagirdar and governor
for the last ten or twelve years. At Wai he halied
for several months, hatching plots for getting Shivaji
seized. That chief had taken up his residence at
Pratapgarh, some time before. Afzal sent his land-
steward Krishnaji Bhaskar to Shivaji with a very
alluring message, saying, ‘“Your father has long
heen a great friend of mine, and you are, therefore,
no stranger to me. Come and see me, and | shall
use my influence to make Adil Shah confirm your

# *Apainst Shivaji the Queen this year sent Abdullah Khan with
an army of 10,000 horse and foot, and because she knew with that
gtrength he was not able to resist Shivaji, she counselled him fo
pretend friendship with his enemy, which he did. And the other
[i.e., Shivaji], whether thtough intelligence or suspicion it is net
known, dissembled his love toward him &c.” (Revington at Rajapur
to Campany, 10 Dec. 1659, F. R, Rajapur.)
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possession of Konkan and the forts you now hold.
I shall secure for you further distinctions and mili-
tary equipment from our Government. If you wish
to attend the Court, you will be welcomed. Or, if
you want to be excused personal attendance there,
you will be exempted.”” (Sabh. [3-14.)

Meantime, the news of Afzal’s coming had
caused great terror and perplexity among Shivaji's
followers, and they naturally shrank from the idea
of resistance. At the first council of war which he
held, they urged him to make peace, as the enemy
was strong and hostilities would only cause a great
Joss of life to their side.

Shivaji himself was in a terrible dilemma. For
a night he pondered on his life’s choice and then
chose the manlier part. A legend, dating from his
liferime, tells us that the care-worn chieftain’s sleep
was broken by a vision of the goddess Bhavani who
urged him to confront Afzal boldly and promised
him victory and her full protection.

Then came Afzal’s envoy, Krishnaji Bhaskar,
with the invitation to a parley. Shivaji treated him
with respect, and at night met him in secrecy and
solemnly appealed to him as a Hindu and a priest
- to tell him of the Khan’s real intentions. It was
well known that when Afzal was besieging the fort
of Sera, he had put to death Kasturi Ranga, the
Rejah of the place, who had come to the Khan to
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make his submission. Kirishnaji vielded so far as
to hint that the Khan seemed 1o harbour some plan
of mischief. Shivaji then sent the envoy back with
Pantaji Gopinath, his own agent, agreeing to Afzal's
proposal of an interview, provided that the Khan
gave him a solemn assurance of safety. Pantaji
lenrnt by a liberal use of bribes that Afzal’s officers
were convinced that “*he had so arranged matters
that Shivaji would be arrested at the interview, as
he was too cunning to be caught by open fight.”
On his return, Pantaji told it all 1o Shivaji and urged
him to anticipate the treacherous attack on himself
by murdering Afzal at a lonely meeting and then
surprising his army,

The place chosen for the interview was the
crest of an eminence, below the fort of Pratapgarh,
and overlooking the valley of the Koyna. On both
sides of the forest path leading up the hill-side to
the pavilion picked soldiers were posted in ambush
at intervals by Shivaji. Here he erected tents and
set up a richly decorated canopy with gorgeous
carpets and cushions worthy of a royal guest.

Meanwhile Afzal Khan had started from his
camp at Par, a village one mile below Partapgarh,
with a strong escort of more than a thousand
rausketeers. Pantaji objected to it, saying that such
a display of force would scare away Shivaji from
the interview, and that the Khan should, therefore,
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take with himself only two body-guards exactly as
Shivaji had done. So, he left his troops some
distance behind and made his way up the hill-path
in a palki accompanied by two scldiers and a famous
swordsman named Sayyid Banda, as well as the two
Brahman envoys, Pantaji and Krishnaji.

Messengers were sent to hurry up Shivaji, who
was waiting below the fort. He advanced slowly,
then halted on seeing Sayyid Banda, and sent to
demand that the man should be removed from the
tent. This was done, and at last Shivaji entered the
pavilion, On each side four men were present,—
the principal, two armed retainers and an envoy.
But Shivaji was seemingly unarmed,* like a rebel
who had come to surrender, while the Khan had his
sword at his side. But concealed in Shivaji’s left
hand was a set of steel claws (baghnakh) fastened to
the fingers by a pair of rings, and up his right sleeve
lay hidden a thin sharp dagger called the scorpion
(bichwa). His companions were only two, but both
men of extraordinary courage and agility,—Jiv
Mahala, an expert swordsman, and Shambhuji
Kavji, the murderer of Hanumant Rao Moré. Fach
of them carried two swords.

#* Khafi Khan, ii. 117, states that both Afzal and Shivaji came to
the interview unarmed. But kamar wa karde, ‘with no sword girt
on the waist,” was the customary attitude of the defeated party, so
olten described in Peisian histories.
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The attendants stood below. Shivaji mounted
the raised platform and bowed to Afzal. The Khan
rose from his seat, advanced a few steps, and opened
his arms to receive him in his embrace. The short
slim Maratha only came up to the shoulders of his
opponent. Suddenly Afzal tightened his clasp,
and held Shivaji's neck in his left arm with an iron
grip, while with his right hand he drew his long
straight-bladed dagper and struck at the side of
Shivaji. The hidden armour rendered the blow
harmless. Shivaji groaned in agony as he felt him-
self being strangled. But in a moment he recovered
from the surprise, passed his left arm round the
Khan's waist and tore his bowels open with a blow
of the steel claws. Then with the right hand he
drove the bichwa into Afzal's side. The wounded
man relaxed his hold, and Shivaji wrested himself
free, jumped down from the platform, and ran to-
wards his own men outside.

The Khan cried out, ‘‘Treachery! Murder!
Help! Help!” The atiendants ran up from both
sides.  Sayyid Banda faced Shivaji with his long
straight sword and cut his turban in twain, making a
deep dint in the steel cap beneath. Shivaji quickly
took a rapier from Jiv Mahala and began to parry.
But Jiv Mahala came round with his other sword,
hacked off the right arm of the Sayyid, and then
killed him.

4
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Meanwhile the bearers had nlaced the wounded
Khan in his palki, and started for his camp. But
Shambhuji Kavji slashed at their legs, made them
drop the palki, and then cut off Afzal’s head, which
he carried in triumph to Shivaji.

Freed from danger, Shivaji and his two com-
rades then made their way to the summit of Pratap-
garh, and fired a cannon. This was the signal for
which his troops were waiting in their ambush in
the valleys below. At once the armies of Moro
Trimbak and Netaji Palkar and the thousands of
Mavlés rushed on the Bijapuri camp from four sides.
Afzal’s officers and soldiers alike were panic-stricken
at the news of their chief's death and this
unexpected attack, in that unknown region, where
every bush seemed to be alive with enemies. The
carnage in the Bijapuri army was terrible. “All
who begged quarters holding grass between their
teeth were spared, the rest were put to the sword.”
3,000 men were killed, according to the report that
reached the English factory at Rajapur a few days
later,

The booty taken was immense : all the artillery,
waggons, ammunition, treasure, tents and equip-
page, transport cattle and baggage of an entire
army, fell into the victors’ hands.  Among them

were 65 elephants, 4,000 horses, 1200 camels, 2000
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bundles of clothing, and 10 lakhs of Rupees in cash
and jewellery.

Flushed with their victory over Afzal Khan
(10 November, 1659) and the destruction of his
army, the Marathas poured into South Konkan and
the Kolhapur district, capturing the fort of Panhala,
defeating another Bijapuri army, and making exten-
sive conquests (Dec., 1659—Feb., 1660). But in
the following March, Shivaji was called upon to
meet a dangerous attack on his own dominions by
a combination of the most powerful of his enemies.



CHAPTER XL
SHivajl, 1660-1669.
§ 1. Shivaji besieged in Panhala.

Among the administrative changes made by
Aurangzib at his second coronation (July, 1659) was
the posting of Shaista Khan to the viceroyalty of the
Deccan, in the place of Prince Muazzam. Chief
among the tasks entrusted to him was the suppres-
sion of Shivajl. And in discharging this duty he
was fortunate enough to secure the hearty co-opera-
tion of Bijapur, which forced the Maratha chief to
divide his army into two and therefore to be defeated
in both the theatres of war.

Early in 1660, Ali Adil Shah II. was thinking
of avenging Afzal by leading an army against
Shivaji in his own person. But just then Siddi Jauhar,
an Abyssinian slave who had uswrped the fief of
Karnul and defied the royal authority, wrote to
Bijapur offering to make his submission if his posi-
tion was recognized. The Sultan agreed, gave
Jauhar the title of Salabat Khan, and sent him with
an army to put down Shiva. Jauhar easily swept
away the Maratha resistance in the open, and drove
Shivaji into Panbala (2nd March, 1660), which he

closely invested with a force of 15,000 men.,
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The siege dragged on for over six months ;
all the paths of ingress and egress were closed to
the garrison. Shivaji found himself in a fatal trap.
So, he wrote a secret letter to Jauhar, deceitfully
begging his protection and offering to make an
alliance with him. Next day Shivaji with only two
or three followers visited Jauhar at midnight, and
was received in darbar. After oaths of co-operation
had been taken on both sides, Shivaji returned
quickly to the fort, and the pretended siege was
continued,

But Fazl Khan attacked the Marathas with
relentless vigowr and by seizing a neighbouring
hillock threatened to make Panhala untenable. So,
one dark night (13th July) Shivaji slipped out of the
fort with half his forces, and made his escape to
Vishalgarh, 27 miles to the west. The men he had
left in Panhala held it till 22nd September next,
when, learning that the Sultan himself was coming
to take the fort, they gave it up to the Bijapuris.

A month after Shivaji had been forced to quit
Panhala in the extreme south of his dominions, his
arms met with another disaster in the extreme north.
On 15th August, his fort of Chakan, 18 miles
north of Puna, was captured by the Mughals. To
explain how it happened, we shall trace the course
of the war in that quarter from its commencement.

p
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§ 2. Shaista Khan occupies Puna.
Farly in 1660, Shaista Khan opened the

campaign against Shivaji from the north, after
arranging for an attack upon the Maratha dominions
by the Bijapuris from the south at the same time.
Leaving Ahmadnagar with a vast army on 25th
February, the Khan marched southwards along the
eastern side of the Puna district, methodically captur-
ing and garrisoning all the strongholds that guarded
the approaches to Puna on the east and south.

The Marathas at first retreated before him with-
out risking a battle. By way of Sonwadi (close to
the Dhond railway station) and Supa (16 miles s.w.
of Dhond), he reached Baramati (18 miles s.e. of
Supa) on 5th April. At the last two places were
mud-forts which the enemy had evacuated. He
next worked his way westwards up the valley of the
Nira river, by way of Hol to Shirwal, 26 miles south
of Puna, on 18th Aprl. Like a wise general,
Shaista Khan left detachments at all these outposts,
to guard his line of communication and hold the
forts. A flying column sent from Shirwal sacked
the villages round Rajgarh (22 miles due west.)

From Shirwal the Mughal army moved along
the Nira river 16 miles northwards to Shivapur (near
Khed), and thence due eastwards through Garara,
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arriving at Saswad {13 miles east of Shivapur and
15 miles south-east of Puna) on 1st May.

Up to this point the Mughal advance had been
unopposed, the Marathas only hovering at a distance
to cut off supplies and skirmishing with the foraging
parties. They made their first stand near the pass
leading from Shivapur to Garara. On 30th April a
body of 3,000 Maratha cavalry threatened the
Mughal rear-guard under Rao Bhao Singh, but were
attacked and routed after a long fight.

From Saswad a small Mughal detachment
raided the villages at the foot of Purandar fort.
They were attacked by 3,000 of the enemy, but
held their ground by fighting desperately at close
quarlers, though they lost 50 in killed and wounded.
Reinforcements arnived, routed the enemy, and
pursued them to the pass which was commanded
by the guns of Purandar, The Mughals, flushed
with victory, cleared the pass at a gallop, in the
teeth of a hot fire from the fort-walls, and dispersed
the enemy assembled beyond it. The victors
returned to their camp at Saswad in the evening.
Thence, after a four days’ halt at Rajwah, they
entered Puna on 9th May.

§ 3. Shaista Khan captures Chakan.

Shaista Khan had decided to pass the rainy
season with his army at Puna, then a small hamlet.
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But before his arrival there, the enemy had totally
destroyed the grain and fodder in the country round
Puna and Chakan and removed all traces of habita-
tion. And now the many rivers between Puna and
the Mughal frontier being in flood, no provision
reached his camp, and his army had to undergo
great hardship from scarcity. He, therefore,
decided to remove his camp from Puna to Chakan,
18 miles northwards, as being nearer to Ahmad-
nagar and the Mughal dominion, whence supplies
could more easily reach him.

Leaving Puna on 19th June, the Khan arrived
in the vicinity of Chakan on the 21st, reconnoitred
the fort and distributed the lines of investment
among his officers. The fort of Chakan is a square
enclosure with bastioned fronts and towers at the
four corners. The walls are high, with a ditch
30 ft. deep and 15 ft. wide all around. The only
entrance is in the eastern face, and passes through
five or six gateways. Beyond the walls there is an
outwork of mud with a ditch, the remnant of a
very old fortification,

Shaista Khan, after throwing up defensive
earth-works round the positions taken up by the
four divisions of his army, began to run trenches
towards the fort-walls, construct raised platforms
at suitable points, and mount on them large pieces
of artillery brought from the Mughal forts in the
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Deccan. After 54 days of hard labour a mine was
carried from his own position in the north to under
the tower at the north-eastern corner, and it was
exploded at 3 P.M. on 14th August, 1660. The
work and its defenders were blown away; the
Mughals rushed to the assault, but found to their
surprise that behind the breach the enemy had
thrown up a high embankment of earth which they
held in force and from the shelter of which they
assailed the Mughals with rockets, musket-shots,
bombs and stones. The storming party was checked
with heavy loss, but clung to the blocd-stained
ground for the night.

Next morning (I5th August) they resumed the
attack, scaled the wall, and captured the main fort,
putting many of the garrison to the sword and
driving the rest into the citadel. In a short time
.even the last-named work capitulated. But the
imperialists had to purchase their victory at a heavy
price, losing 268 killed and 600 wounded. The fort
now capitulated with honour and the garrison were
.allowed to return to their master.

§ 4. Desuliory fighting, 1661.63.

Shivaji's defeat at Chakan and Panbala was
followed by a lull in the war during the last three
-months of the year 1660, which he spent quietly at
Rajgath, in planning how to compensate himself

ryﬂbm
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for these losses in the Desh country by transferring
the war to another part of Bijapuri territory, namely
Konkan, or the country west of the Sahyadri range,
where the government was very weakly exercised
by countless petty vassal Rajahs and Bijapuri city-
governors,

Shaista Khan, too, on his return to Puna (end
of August 1660) after the capture of Chakan, spent
the rainy season there in enforced inactivity. Nor
was he eager to lay siege to any more Maratha forts,
as even the small and comparatively weak castle
of Chakan, situated in the plain, had. cost him
nearly nine hundred men to take it. He employed
his time more usefully in inducing Ghalib, the
Bijapuri commandant of Parenda, to surrender that
fort to Aurangzib for a high price. The terms were
approved by the Emperor, and large Mughal forces
were detached from Puna to Parenda to take
possession of it (20th November), overawe any
opposition that might be made at the last moment,
and occupy the district around it.

At the beginning of next year (1661), Shaista
Khan turned his attention to the Kalian district or-
North Konkan. Here a small Mughal force, only
3,000 strong, under Ismail, had been operating since
April last and had occupied a part of the country,
though the important cities and forts (like Kalian)
remained unconquered. These gains had been.
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placed under a faujdar named Salabat Khan Deccani,
with a contingent of friendly Marathas.

But local levies could effect little, and it was
necessary to complete the Mughal conquest of
Konkan and extinguish the last traces of Shivaji's
power there by pouring into the country large re-
inforcements of imperial troops under a high
commander. The general chosen for this purpose

was Kar Talb Khan, an Uzbak.

Marching from Puna by way of Lohgarh, Kar
Talb Khan descended into Konkan by a pass a little
to the south of the Bhorghat. While his soldiers,
encumbered with artillery and baggage, struggled
pamfully and in alarm through the dense jungles,
steep rocks and narrow broken roads on to
Umbarkhind (about 15 miles due east of Pen),
Shivaji by secret and rapid marches came up with
them and cut off their lines of advance and retreat
alike. Kar Talb had to offer battle under these
adverse conditions and suffered heavy losses. His
army seemed doomed to perish from thirst, without
the power to move, In despair he gave up all the
property in his camp and paid a large ransom to
Shivaji and thus bought a safe retreat for his army
(3rd February, 1661.)

The victorious Shivaji now divided his forces;
and while one army under Netaji was detached to act
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against the Mughals, he himself with the other
invaded Bijapuri territory in Konkan, ‘‘to avenge the
loss of Panhala.”” The Kalian district having been
thus fresd from the new enemies, Shivaji left it alone,
and marched southwards, easily capturing city after
city, till all the coast-strip from Danda-Rajpuri to
Kharepatan was commanded by him.

But these successes were chequered by a great
defeat. In May 1661 the Mughals wrested Kalian
from the Marathas and kept hold of it for nine years
more, Maratha activities were resumed in 1662.
Shivaji attacked Namdar Khan, at Mira Dongar
(6 m. s.w. of Pen) and then raided the rich city of
Pen. The Mughal defence was obstinate and the
Marathas suffered a heavy loss.

On the whole, throughout the year 1662 and the
first quarter of 1663, some Mughal generals
(esp. Namdar Khan) showed great activity and
success in attacking the Marathas or spoiling their
raids by close pursuit. The net result of the
operations of these two years was that the Mughals
kept their grip on the extreme north of Konkan, while
Shivaji remained master of the southern part.

In March 1663, the Mughals gave a long and
vigorous chase to Netaji, the Master of the Horse in
Shivaji's army. Netaji got away, though not with-
out the loss of 300 horse and himself wounded.



1663] SHAISTA'S CAMP IN PUNA 61

§ 5. Shivaji’s night-attack on Shaista Khan.

But within a month of meeting with this reverse
to his arms, Shivaji dealt a masterly blow at the
Mughals,—a blow whose cleverness of design, neat-
ness of execution and completeness of success created
in the Mughal Court and camp as much terror of his
prowess and supposed magical powers as his coup
against Afzal Khan had done among the Bijapuris.
He surprised and wounded the Mughal viceroy of
the Deccan in the heart of his camp, in his very bed-
chamber, within the inner ring of his body-guards
and female slaves.

Shaista Khan had, as we have seen, seized Puna
in May 1660 and retired there after the fall of Chakan
in August next. He took up his residence in what
was then the best house of the future Maratha capi-
tal, the unpretentious home of Shivaji’s childhood.
His harem was with him, and around his mansion
lay the quarters of his guards and attendants, the
band-room and offices. Further off, across the road
leading southwards to Singh-garh lay the camp of
his lieutenant, Maharajah Jaswant Singh and his
contingent of 10,000 men.

To surprise him here was an enterprise that
required no less agility and cunning than bravery and
dash. Shivaji picked out a thousand of his bravest
and most expert soldiers and took them with him,
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while two supporting divisions of one thousand each
(including cavalry and Mavlés) under Netaji Palkar
and Moro Pant the Peshwa, were directed to take
post on the two flanks of the vast Mughal encamp-
ment, at a mile’s distance from its outer side. Babaji
Bapuji and Chimnaji Bapuji, of Khed, accompanied
Shivaji as his body-guards and right-hand men in
this enterprise.

The Maratha force, lightly equipped, set out from
Singh-garh, covered the intervening eleven miles
rapidly in the course of the day, and arrived at Puna
after nightfall (Sunday, 5th April, 1663.) With 400
picked men Shivaji entered the limits of the camp,
replying to the challenge of the Mughal guards that
they were Deccani soldiers of the imperial army
going to take up their appointed posts.  After resting
for a few hours in some obscure corner of the camp,
the party arrived near the Khan's quarters at mid-
night. Shivaji knew the ins and outs of the city and
every ncok and corner of the house where he had
passed his bodyhood and youth,

It was the sixth day of Ramzan, the month of
fasting for Muslims. The servants of the Nawab's
household had mostly fallen asleep after their day’s
abstinence followed by the heavy meal at night.
Some cooks who had risen from bed to make a fire
and prepare the meal which is taken a little before
dawn in the month of Ramzan, were despatched by
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the Marathas without any noise. The wall dividing
this outer kitchen from the body-servants’ room
within the harem once had a small door in it, but the
opening had been closed with brick and mud to com-
plete the seclusion of the harem. The Marathas
began to take out the bricks and make an opening
there. The noise of their pick-axes and the groans
of the dying awoke some of the servants, whe
reported the suspicious noise to the Khan, but that
general only rebuked them for disturbing his sleep
for a trifle.

Soon the breach in the wall was large enough
for a man to creep through. Shivaji, with his trusty
lieutenant Chimnaji Bapuji, was the first to enter the
harem, and was followed by 200 of his men. The
place was a maze of canvas, screen-wall after screen-
wall and enclosure within enclosure. Hacking a way
through thern with his sword, Shivaji reached the
very bed-room of the Khan. The frightened women
roused the Nawab, but before he could use his
weapons Shivaji was upon him and severed his
thumb with one stroke of his sword, It was evidently
at this time that the lamps in the room were put
out by some wise woman. In the darkness two
of the Marathas tumbled into a cistern of water;
and the confusion that followed was used by Shaista
Khan’s slave-girls to carry him away to a place of
safety, The Marathas continued their work of
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slaughter in the darkness for some time, killing and
wounding eight of the Khan's women, probably
without knowing their sex.

Meantime the other half of Shivaji’s force, the
200 men, evidently under Babaji Bapuji, who had
been left outside the harem, had rushed the main
guard, slaying the sleepers and the awake and cry-
ing in derision, ‘‘lIs it thus that you keep watch?”’
They next entered the band-room and ordered the
bandsmen, as if from the Khan, to play. The loud
noise of the keltle-drums drowned all voices, and
the yells of the enemy swelled the confusion. The
tumult in the harem, too, now became so great that
the Mughal troops became aware that their general
was being attacked. Shouting ‘‘The enemy have
come,’ they began to take up their arms.

Abul Fath, a son of Shaista Khan, had been
the fArst to hasten to his father’s rescue without wait-
ing for others; but the brave youth was slain after
he had struck down two or three Marathas. An-
other Mughal captain who lodged just behind the
harem enclosure, finding its gate closed from within
by the wily Marathas, let himself down inside by
means of a rope-ladder; but he was at once attacked
and killed.

Shivaji, finding his enemies fully awakened
and arming, delayed no longer, but promptly left
the harem, called his men together, and withdrew
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from the camp by the direct route, while the
Mughals, not knowing where their enemies were,
fruitlessly searched all their camp. ' ,

This night-attack was a complete success. The
retreat from the camp was unmolested and no pur-
suit was made. During the surprise the Marathas
lost only six men killed and forty wounded, while
they slew a son and a captein of Shaista Khan, forty
of his attendants and six of his wives and slave-girls,
hesides wounding two other sons, eight other women
and Shaista Khan himself.

The daring and cunning of the Maratha hero
were rewarded by an immense increase of his pres-
tige. He was taken to he an incarnation of Satan;
no place was believed to be proof against his
entrance and no feat impossible for him. The
whole country talked with astonishment and terror
of the almost superthuman deed done by him; and
there was bitter humiliation and sorrow in the
Emperor’s Court and family circle at this disaster to
his maternal uncle and the “‘premier peer’’ (amir-
ud-umnara) of his empire.

This attack took place on 5th April, 1663, The
morning following it, all the imperial officers came
to Shaista Khan to condole with him in his loss.
Among them was Maharajah Jaswant Singh, who
had not raised a finger to defend his chief or to
oppose the retreat of his assailant, though he had

5
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10,000 horse under him and lay encamped across
the road taken by Shivaji. Shaista Khan, with the
polished sneer of a high-bred Mughal courtier,
turned to Jaswant and merely remarked, ‘“When
the enemy fell upon me, I imagined that you had
already died fighting against them.”” Indeed, the
public, both in the Mughal camp and throughout the
Deccan, ascribed Shivaji’s exploit to the connivance
of Jaswant.

The Mughal viceroy, covered with shame and
grief, retired to Aurangabad for greater safety. The
Emperor heard of the disaster early in May, when
on the way to Kashmir, and ascribed it to the
viceroy's negligence and incapacity. As a mark of
his displeasure, he transferred Shaista Khan to the
government of Bengal, (I Dec. 1663) which was then
regarded as a penal province, or in Aurangzib’s
own words, ‘‘a hell well stocked with bread,”” with-
out permitting him even to visit the Emperor on his
way to his new charge, The Khan left the Deccan
about the middle of January 1664, on being relieved
by Prince Muazzam.

8 6. Surat described,

While this change of governors was going on
at Aurangabad, Shivaji performed a feat of even
greater audacity than he had ever displayed before.
From 6th to 10th January he looted the city of Surat,
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the richest port of the west coast and ‘‘the galeway
to the holy places of Arabia™’ for Indian Muslims,
who here embarked for the pilgrimage to Mecca.

The fori of Surat stood on the south bank of
the Tapti, 12 miles from the sea. It was impreg-
nable to a body of light raiders like Shivaji's troopers.
But the city close 1o the fort offered a rich and
defenceless prize. It had, at that time, no wall to
protect it.  Its wealth was boundless. The imperial
customs alone yielded a revenue of 12 lakhs of
Rupees a year {in 1666, according to Thevenct,
v. 81.)

The city of Surat covered nearly four square
miles, including gardens and open spaces, and had
a population of 200,000 souls. The streets were
narrow and crooked; the houses of the rich were
near the riverside and substantially built; but the
town was mainly composed of poor men’s huts built
of wooden posts and bamboo walls and with floors
plastered with mud. “‘In the greater part of the
town scarcely two or three brick-houses were to be
seen in a street, and in some parts...not one for
many streets together. The whole town was
unfortified either by art or nature and its situation
was upon a large plain of many miles extent. They
had only made against the chief avenues of the town
some weak and ill-built gates [more for show than
for defence.] In some parts there was a dry ditch
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easily passable by a footman, with no wall on the
inner side. The rest was left so open that scarcely
any sign of a ditch was perceivable.”’

Early in the morning of Tuesday, 5th January,
1664, Surat was suddenly alarmed by the news that
Shivaji had arrived with an army at Gandavi, 28
miles southwards, and was advancing to plunder
the town. At once the people were seized with a
panic, and began to flee away with their wives and
children, mostly across the river, to save their lives.
Rich men found shelter in the fort by bribing its
commandant. Later in the day a courier brought
the intelligence that Shivaji had come still nearer,
and at night it was learnt that he had halted only
five miles from Surat. Inayet Khan, the governor
of the town—who was quite distinct from the com-
mandant of the fort,—had sent out an agent to treat
with Shiva for terms of ransom. But when he heard
that the Maratha chief had detained the messenger
and was approaching with all speed, he himself
fled to the fort, leaving the town at the enemy’s
mercy. He used to draw from the Treasury the
pay of 500 soldiers, but had so long appropriated
the money without maintaining a proper force. His
cowardice also prevented him from organizing a
defence or even from dying at his post.

The shame of this cowardice in high and low
alike was deepened by the contrast afforded by the
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manly spirit of a handful of foreigners. The English
and Dutch merchants resclved to defend their own
factories at all costs, thoug}l these were open houses,
not built to stand an attack. The example of the
Europeans also heartened a body of Turkish and
Armenian merchants to defend their property in their
serai, close to the English factory,

§ 7. First loot of Surat, 1664,

At 11 o’clack in the moming of Wednesday,
6th January, 1664, Shivaji arived at Surat and
pitched his tent in a garden a quarter of a mile out-
side the Burhanpur or eastern gate. The night
before he had sent two messengers with a letter
requiring the governor and the three most eminent
merchants and' richest men in the city, viz., Haji
Said Beg, Baharji Borah, and Haji Qasim, to come
to him in person immediately and make terms,
otherwise he threatened the whole town with fire
and sword. No answer had been given to the
demand, and the Maratha horsemen, immediately
after their arrival on the 6th, entered the defenceless
and almost deserted city, and after sacking the
houses began to set fire to them. A body of Shivaji's
musketeers was set ‘‘to play upon the castle, with
no expectation to take it, but to keep in and frighten
the governor and the rest that had got in, as also
[to prevent] the soldiers of the castle from sallying
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out upon them whilst the others plundered and fired
[the houses.]”” The garrison kept up a constant
fire, but the fort-guns inflicted more damage on the
town than on the assailants. Throughout Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, this work of
devastation was coniinued, every day new fires being
raised, so that thousands of houses were consumed
to ashes and two-thirds of the town destroyed. As
the English chaplain wrote, ‘“Thursday and Friday
nights were the most terrible nights for fire. The
fire turned the night into day, as before the smoke
in the day-time had turned day into night, rising so
thick that it darkened the sun like a great cloud.”

Near the Dutch factory stocd the grand man-
sion of Baharji Borah, then ‘‘reputed the richest
merchant in the world,”” his properiy having been
estimated at 80 lakhs of Rupees. The Marathas
plundered it at leisure day and night till Friday
evening, when having ransacked it and dug up its
floor, they set fire to it. From this house they took
away 28 seers of large pearls, with many other
jewels, rubles, emeralds and *‘an incredible amount
of money.”’

Close to the English factory were the lofty resi-
dence and extensive warehouses of another very
rich merchant, Haji Said Beg, who, too, had fled
away to the fort, leaving his property without a
defender, All the afterncon and night of Wednesday
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and till past the noon of Thursday, the Marathas
continued to break open his doors and chests and
carry off as much money as they could. Entering
one of his warehouses they smashed some casks of
quicksilver and spilt a great quantity of it on the
floor. But in the afternoon of Thursday the brigands
left it in a hurry, on being scared by a sortie which
the English had made into the street to drive away
a party of 25 Maratha horsemen whao seemed intent
on setting fire to another house in dangerous proxi-
mity to the English factory. In this encounter one
Maratha trooper was wounded with a bullet, and
two Englishmen with arrow and sword, but slightly.

The English merchants next day put a gusrd of
their own in the house of Said Beg and thus he
suffered no further loss. Shivaji was angry with the
English at being balked of his prey, and in the after-
noon of Friday he sent them a message calling upon
them to pay him three lakhs of Rupees or else let
his men freely loot the Haji’s house, and threatening
that in case they refused to do either he would come
in person, kill every soul in the English factory, and
raze their house to the ground. President Oxenden
took time to consider the proposal till next morning
(Saturday), when he rejected both the demands of
Shivaji and boldly defied the Maratha chief to come
and do his worst, saying, “We are ready for you
and resolved not to go away. But come when you
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please; and [as] you have, as you say, resolved to
come, | ask you to come one prahar sooner than you
intend.”” To this challenge Shivaji gave no reply.
He was surfeited with booty and was too wise to
run a needless risk by facing artillery concealed
behind defences and served by resolute and
disciplined men, for the sake of a few lakhs more.
The plunder of Surat yielded him above a kror of
Rupees, the city “‘not having been so rich [as then]
in many years before.”” The looting was unresisted,
and extended over fully four days and nights, and
he ‘“'scorned to carry away anything but gold, silver,
pearls, diamonds and such precious ware.”

§ 8. Attempt to murder Shivaji.

The cowardly governor Inayet Khan, who had
run into the fort in Tuesday night, formed an
infamous plot from his safe refuge. On Thursday he
sent a young follower of his to Shivaji with pretended
terms of peace. These were so manifestly unreason-
able that Shivaji scornfully asked the envoy, ‘“Your
master is now cooped up in his chamber like a
woman. Does he think of me too as a woman that
he expects me to accept such terms as these?”’ The
young man immediately replied, “We are not
women ; | have something more to say to you;'' and
whipping out a concealed dagger he ran full at
Shivaji’s breast. A Maratha body-guard that stood
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before the Rajah with a drawn sword, struck off the
assassin’s hand with one blow. But so great was the
force of the desperado’s rush that he did not stop
but drove the bloody stump of his arm on Shivaji’s
person and the two rolled on the ground together.
The blood being seen on Shivaji’s dress, his followers
imagined that he had been murdered, and the cry
ran through the camp to kill the prisoners. But the
same guardsman clove the assassin’s skull; Shivaji
rose up from the ground and forbade any massacre.
Then he ardered the prisoners to be brought before
him and cut off the heads of four and the hands of
24 others from among them at his caprice, but spared
the yest,

At ten o'clock in the morning of Sunday the
10th, Shivaji suddenly departed from Surat with his
army, on hearing that a Mughal force was coming
to the relief of the town. That night he encamped
twelve miles off and then retreated by rapid marches
to Konkan.

The Emperor showed his sympathy with the
afflicted citizens by excusing the custom duties for
one year in the case of all the merchants of Surat,
and he rewarded the valour of the English and the
Dutch traders by granting them a reduction of one
per cent from the normal import duties on their
merchandise in future.
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§ 9. Shivaji’s doings in 1664.

The year 1664 that lay between the departure
of Shaista Khan and the arrival of Jai Singh, was not
marked by any Mughal success. The new viceroy,
Prince Muazzam, lived at Aurangabad, caring only
for pleasure and hunting. His favourite general,
Jaswant Singh, was posted ai Puna. From this place
he marched out and besieged Kondana, (Nov. 1663.)
The Rajputs are proverbially inefficient in sieges, and
Jaswant, after wasting some months before the fort,
delivered a rash and fruitless assault, in which he
lost many hundreds of his soldiers, chiefly owing to
a gunpowder explosion. Then he quarrelled with
his brother-in-law Bhao Singh Hada, evidently on
the question of responsibility for the failure, and the
two officers abandoned the siege (28 May, 1664)
and with their armies retired to Aurangabad to pass
the rainy season. The campaign ended with
absolutely no gain.

The field being clear, Shivaji ranged at liberty
in spite of the height of the rainy season, and plun-
dered Ahmadnagar,

§ 10. Jai Singh sent against Shivgji,
The failure of Shaista Khan and the sack of
Surat caused bitter mortification to Aurangzib and
his Court, and he decided to send his ablest Hindu

and Muhammadan generals to the Deccan. Among
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the promotions and transfers on his birthday, 30th
Septernber, 1664, the Emperor appointed Mirza
Rajah Jai Singh to put down Shivaji. Under him
were deputed Dilir Khan, Daud Khan Qureshi, Rajah
Rai Singh Sisodia, lhtishamm Khan Shaikhzada,
Qubad Khan, Rajah Sujan Singh Bundela, Kirat
Singh (a son of Jai Singh), Mulla Yahia Nawaiyat (a
Bijapuri noble who had come over to the Mughals),
and many other officers, with 14,000 troopers.

After making the necessary preparations, and
collecting his subordinates, Jai Singh left Upper India
and crossed the Narmada at Handia on 9th January,
1665. He pushed rapidly on, never wasting a day
by halting, except when strong necessity compelled
him, arrived at Puna on 3rd March and took over
charge from Maharajah Jaswant Singh, who imme-
diately afterwards (7th) started for Delhi, as com-
manded by the Emperor,

Jai Singh's career had been one of undimmed
brilliancy from the day when he, an orphan of
twelve, had received his first appointment in the
Mughal army (1617}, Since then he had fought
under the imperial banner in every part of the
empire,—ftom Balkh in Central Asia to Bijapur in
the Deccan, from Qandahar in the west to Mungir
in the east. Hardly a year had passed during the
long reign of Shah Jahan when this Rajput chieftain
had not seen active service somewhere and received
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some promotion for conspicucus merit. His marked
ability had found recognition in his being given the
command of the Van or one of the wings in the
Mughal armies led by princes of the blood in
campaigns beyond India. Latterly he had com-
manded in chief. In diplomacy he had attained to
a success surpassing even his victories in the field.
Wherever there was a difficult or delicate work to
be done, the Emperor had only to turn to Jai Singh.
A man of infinite tact and patience, an adept in the
ceremonious couttesy of the Muslims, a master of
Turki and Persian, besides Urdu and the Rajput
dialect, he was an ideal leader of the composite army
of Afghans and Turks, Rajputs and Hindustanis,
that followed the crescent banner of the sovereign
of Delhi.

Age and experience had cooled the impetuous
ardour of his youth,~he had once led a forlorn hope,
at the storming of Mau,—and he now employed
stratagem in preference to force, and hribe in pre-
ference to war. His foresight and political cunning,
his smoothness of tongue and cool calculating policy,
were in striking contrast with the impulsive genero-
sity, reckless daring, blunt straightforwardness, and
impolitic chivalry which we are apt to associate with
the Rajput character.

And now this veteran of a hundred fghts
donned his armour at the age of sixty to crush a
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petty chieftain, who in less than ten years had grown
great enough to baffle all the resources of Bijapur
and to challenge the prestige of the empire of Delhi.

§ V1. Jai Singh’s preparations and plan of
campaign,

We can learn from Jai Singh’s letters how he
employed every possible device for dealing with an
enemy, how wide awake and full of many-sided
activity he was, how he looked far ahead, and how
he handled his force so as to cause distraction to the
enemy or deal a concentrated blow at a vital point.

In view of his two enemies, Jai Singh wvery
wisely decided to take up a position between both,
ie., In the eastern part of Shivaji’'s dominion,
whence he could also easily threaten Bijapur, instead
of pushing the war into the Western Chats or the
Konkan plain further west. He knew that if he
could strike fatally at the heart of the Maratha
kingdom, the distant limbs would drop down of
themselves.

Secondly, he played skilfully upon the hopes
and fears of the Sultan of Bijapur, holding forth the
chance of reduction of tribute and removal of the
Emperor’s displeasure, if Adil Shah aided the
Mughals and thus clearly proved his want of
connection with Shivaji. Thirdly, he arranged to
combine against Shivaji all his enemies and distract
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his attention by aitacks from all possible quarters.
As early as January he had sent two Europeans
named Francisco de Mello and Diogo de Mello to
the western ccast with letters to the chief of the
Portuguese settlement of Goa inviting him to help
the imperialists by attacking Shivaji, who had
collected & fleet of his own.

In January he had sent his Brahman emissaries
to various Deccani chieftains, to stir them up against
Shivaji, Every one who bore a grudge to Shivaji
or envied the sudden rise of the Bhonslés, had
been approached by the Mughal general’'s spies.
Baji Chandra Rao and his cousin Ambaji Govind
Rao Moré,—the family from which Shivaji had
wrested Javli,—reached his camp, along with
Mankoji Dhangar, and were enlisted in the Mughal
army (4th week of March). Similarly, Afzal
Khan’s son, Fazl Khan, solicited from Jai Singh
a command and an opportunity of avenging his
slaughtered father on Shivaji. The adhesion of
the petty Rajahs of the Koli country north of
Kalian was secured through Niccolao Manucci,
then chief of Jai Singh's European artillery.

Money and promises of high rank in the Mughal
service were lavishly employed on Shivaji’s officers
to corrupt their lcyalty, and with some success,

Above all, Jai Singh concentrated all authority
in his own hands, as an indispensable condition of
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success in war. 1he Emperor had at first given him
the command of the field-operations only, while all
administrative work, like the promotion, punishment
and transfer of officers, the payment of the trcops,
and the regulation of jagirs, was left in the hands of
the viceroy at Aurangabad. Jai Singh rightly
insisted that in war there should be only one head,
and that the ‘man on the spot’ should be given full
authority, or else the work would suffer. The
Emperor yielded to the argument and Jai Singh
gained absolute civil and military authority alike.
The commandants of the Mughal forts at Ahmad-
nagar and Parenda were also placed under his

orders .

§ 12. Campaign opened, 1665,

Coing southwards from Junnar (which is 55
miles west of Ahmadnagar) and crossing the old
Mughal frontier, we have first the valley of the
Indrayani, overlooked by the hill-forts of Lohgarh
and Tikona in the west and Chakan in the centre,
Next comes the valley of the Bhima, in which Puna
stands, Further south, across a long range, lies the
valley of the slender brook Karha, with the cities
of Saswad and Supa in the plain and the forts of
Singh-garh on the western hills and Purandar on its
southern rocky barrier. Beyond these hills lies the
valley of the Nira, with the town of Shirwal on its
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bank and the forts of Rajgarh and Torna in the west
and Rohira in the south-west,

Puna is almoest the same distance (about 28
miles) from Lohgarh in the north-west and Singhgarh
in the south. Saswad was admirably situated for
attacking Purandar (6 miles south of it), Singhgarh
and Rajgarh (18 and 24 miles in the west), and
Puna (18 miles north-west of it),—while the widen-
ing plain east of it enabled cavalty to make an easy
and rapid dash into Bijapur territory, or bar the
path of reinforcements coming from that side. Even
now fve main roads meet at Saswad.

Jai Singh, therefore, with a true general’s eye
for the ground, made Saswad his base, Puna was
strongly garrisoned. An outpost was established
opposite Lohgarh to observe and blockade it and
guard the road leading north to the Mughal frontier
near Junnar. A flying column was organized to
ravage the Maratha villages embosomed among the
hills to the west and south-west of Saswad. On his
eastern side he was quite secure from attack, from
the nature of the ground, the position of Saswad
close to the boundary line between Shivaji’s
dominion and Bijapur, and the existence of a
Mughal advanced post at Supa.

After amiving at Puna (3rd March), Jai Singh

spent some days in settling the country and
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establishing cutposts, which he regarded as the “‘frst
of the pillars supporting the work of this expedition.”

Deciding, for the reasons given above, to take
up his position at Saswad and besiege Purandar, Ja
Singh marched out of Puna on 14th March.

Arriving on the 29th at a place one day’s march
short of Saswad, he sent on Dilir Khan with the
vanguard and the artillery to cross the pass lying n
the way, advance four miles up the hill, and then
halt.

Next day the Rajah crossed the hill and pushed
on to Dilir Khan’s camp, leaving Daud Khan below
the pass to see to the safe transit of the army up to
noon. The rearguard were to bring up the stragglers,

On this very morning (30th March) Dilir Khan
went with the Van to select a proper place for en-
campment. In this reconnaissance he approached
fort Purandar. A large body of Maratha musketeers,
who occupied an enclosure in the waist of the hill—
called vadi in the local Janguage,~—now came down
and attacked the imperialists, who, however, routed
them and captured the vadi, The houses there were
burnt and the Mughal Van very boldly improved
their victory by at once pushing on as near Purandar
as they could and entrenching just beyond the fire
of the fort-guns.

Jai Singh on hearing of it, at once sent up 3,000
of the troops of his command under Rai Singh

6
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Rathor, Kirat Singh, Qubad Khan, Mitrasen, Indra-
man Bundela and other officers at a gallop. He also
despatched an urgent order to Daud Khan to come
to him, take charge of the camp, and enable the
Rajah to go to supervise the siege. But Daud Khan,
on hearing the news, had hastened to join Dilir
Khan, without coming to Jai Singh.

The day was far spent ; there was no high officer
left to guard the camp, and so Jai Singh had to stay
there perforce. He had already sent forward a party
of pioneers and water-carriers, shot, powder, gun
munitions, and entrenching tools for the use of Dilir
Khan.

Next morning (31st March), Jai Singh carefully
escorted the baggage to a permanent camp serving
as a base, between Saswad and Purandar, only 4
miles {rom the latter. Then he reconnoitred the fort
from the position of Daud Khan and Kirat Singh.
It was not a single fort, but a fortified mass of hills;
hence to surround and closely blockade it was im-
possible.

§ 13. Purandar besicged.

Six miles south of Saswad rises the stupendous
mountain mass of Purandar, the highest point of
which towers 4,564 feet above sea-level and more
than 2,500 feet above the plain at its foot. It is
really a double fort, with an independent and very



1665] PURANDAR FORT DESCRIBED 63

strong sister enclosure, namd Vajragarh, on a ridge
running out east of it. Purandar consists of an upper
fort or citadel with precipitous sides all around and
a lower fort or machi, 300 feet or more below it.
The latter is a ledge running round the waist of the
hill with many a winding, the entire circuit being
four miles. On the north side the ledge widens out
into a broad terrace, containing the barracks and
offices of the garnson. This terrace is hounded on
the east by the high spur named Bhairav Khind,
which starts from the base of the steep overhanging
north-eastern  tower (called Khad-kale or the
Sky-scraper) of the upper fort, and runs for about a
mile eastwards in a narrow ridge, ending in a small
tableland (3,618 feet above sea-level), crowned with
the fort of Rudramal (now called Vajragarh).

This Vajragarh commands the machi or lower
fort of Purandar on its northern and most iraportant
face, as the garrison has to live here. It was by
seizing Vajragarh that Jai Singh in 1665 and the
English in 1817 made Purandar untenable for the
Marathas. Jai Singh, like a true general, decided to
attack Vajragarh first,

Dilir Khan with his nephews and Afghan
troops, Hari Bhan and Udai Bhan Gaur, entrenched
between Purandar and Rudramal. In front of him
were the chief of the artillery, Turktaz Khan, and
the party sent by Jai Singh. Kirat Singh with the
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3,000 troopers of the Rajah and a few other
mansabdars made a stockade opposite the north gate
of Purandar. On the right were the trenches of
Rajah Narsingh Gaur, Karn Rathor, Jagat Singh
of Narwar, and Sayyid Magbul Alam. Behind
Purandar and facing its postern gate {khirki) was the
position of Daud Khan, Rajah Rai Singh Rathor,
Md. Salih Tarkhan, Ram Singh [MHada ?], Sher
Singh Rathor, Raj Singh Gaur and others. To the
right of this position were posted Rasul Beg
Rozbhani and his Rozbhani followers. Opposite
Rudramal, Chaturbhuj Chauhan with a party of Dilir
Khan's followers entrenched, and behind these
Mitrasen, Indraman Bundela and some other officers.

Jai Singh removed his quarters from the camp
to the foot of the hill to be nearer the besieged fort,
while the soldiers pitched their tents along the hill-
side. He visited the trenches every day, encouraged
his men, and supervised the progress of the siege.
At first all his efforts were directed to dragging guns
to the top of the steep and difficult hill. It took
three days to raise a gun, named Abdullsh Khan,
and mount it opposite Rudramal. In 314 days more
a second gun, named Fath Lashkar, was taken there.
A third, named Haheli, was painfully approaching
the summit. The incessant bombardment of the
Mughals demolished the bases of the tower in front,
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and pioneers were sent to its foot to dig a hole under-
neath.

§ 14. Capture of Vajragarh.

At midnight, 13th April, Dilir Khan's division
stormed the tower and drove the ememy into an
enclosure behind it, leaving on the field seven slain
and four wounded. Jai Singh reinforced Dilir Khan
with a party of his own Rajputs. Next day, the
victorious Mughals pushed on to the inner enclosure
and tried to capture it by escalade. The garrison,
oppressed by their fire, capitulated in the evening
{14th April), left the fort, and were disarmed, But
Jai Singh very wisely allowed them to return home
in order to tempt the garrison of Purandar, by this
example of leniency, to surrender instead of fighting
to the last. The heroic leaders of the defence were
chivalrously given robes of honour by Dilir Khan and
Jai Singh alike. The imperialists lost 80-killed and
109 wounded, as the price of this success.

The possession of Vajragarh was the stepping-
stone to the capture of Purandar, or in Jai Singh’s
own language, ‘‘the key that would unlock Puran-
dar.””  Dilir Khan now turned to the latter fort, while
Jai Singh organized raids into the Maratha country,
in order, as he wrote to the Empsror, to convince
Shivaji and the Sultan of Bijapur that the Mughal
army was large enough to be able to spare troops
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from the siege, and also to prevent any concentration
of forces round Shivaji by creating constant terror and
disturbance in various parts of his kingdom,

There was also a secret reason for thus sending
away some generals from the siege-camp. He had
some disloyal officers under him, whose presence was
worse than useless. Daud Khan Qureshi was posted
to watch the postern gate (khirki) of the fort; but
after a few days it became known that a party of
Marathas had entered the fort by that gate, without
being opposed by him. Dilir Khan severely rebuked
Daud Khan for his failure, and a bitter quarrel broke
out between the two. Jai Singh then transferred
Daud Kbhan to his own division and posted Purdil
Khan and Subh-Karn Bundela opposite the postern.
But matters did not improve: ‘‘Subh-Karn did not
at all give his heart to the work, but preferred above
everything else to favour Shiva!”’ Daud Khan, too,
was a source of mischief in his new station. He
constantly declared that the capture of Purandar was
beyond the range of possibility, and that the siege
was a waste of men and money. His intention in
talking in this way was, as Jai Singh detected, to
discourage the commander-in-chief from heartily
supporting the siege-operations, so that Dilir Khan
would be left to bear the burden of the fight unaided
and would have to retire with failure and disgrace.
Jai Singh removed the mischief-maker from the camp
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by creating an independent flying column and send-
ing him at its head, to make raids daily, or on alter-
nate days, on different places in the district,

§15. Maratha efforts to raise the siege.

Meantime the Maratha captains had not been
idle, but tried hard to harass the Mughals and raise
the siege. Early in April, Netaji Palkar, Shivaji’s
kinsman and cavalry leader, made a dash on
Parenda, but a Mughal detachment from Supa
hastened in pursuit, and the Maratha host melted
away at the news and offered no fight. Late in May,
Qutb-ud-din Khan had to advance up to fort Urouda,
to break up a gathering of the enemy of which he
had got news. The villages on the way were plun-
dered, and the enemy dispersed wherever they
assembled round any of their forts. The hill of
Lohgarh was scaled, and a body of Marathas on the
top slain or routed, Daud Khan returning with 300
captives and nearly 3,000 cattle, Then, again, a
body of 300 Maratha cavalry, who were sheltering
at Narkot, were dislodged by a detachment sent by
Qubad Khan, the new thanchdar of Puna (vice
Thtisham Khan deceased), the victors returning with
the captured peasants and catile.

But the Marathas did not invariably fail. As
Jai Singh admits, ‘‘sometimes we have failed to
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prevent the enemy from accomplicshing their hostile
designs.”” Khaf Khan is more explicii: ““The
surprises of the enemy, their gallant successes,
attacks on dark nights, blocking of rocads and diffi-
cult passes, and buning of jungles, made it very
hard for the imperialists to move about. The

2

Mughals lost many men and beasts.’

After the capture of Vajragarh in the middle of
April, Dilir Khan advanced along the connecting
ridge and laid stege to the machi or lower fort of
Purandar, His trenches approached the tower of
Khad-kala at the north-eastern angle of the fort,
At first, the garrison made sorties to drive back the
besiegers. One night they attacked Kirat Singh,
who was quite prepared and repulsed them with
slaughter. Another attack was made in a dark night
on the trenches of Rasul Beg Rozbhani: he was
caught napping, the guns in his trenches were
spiked, and 15 of his soldiers wounded. But re-
nforcements, attracted by the din of battle, poured in
from the neighbouring trenches, and the enemy were
repulsed with loss. Next day there was a sharp
skirmish over the remowval of the corpses, in which
the Mughals lost 8 men.

But Dilir Khan sat down before Purandar like
grim Death, his men *‘doing in a day what could not
be achieved elsewhere in a month.”
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§ 16. Outworks of Purandar stormed.

When, in the course of May, the Mughal
trenches reached the foot of the two White Towers,
which had been dismantled by bombardment, the
garrison began to throw down lighted naphtha oil,
leather bags full of gunpowder, bombs and heavy
stones which effectually stopped the further advance
of the Mughals. Jai Singh ordered a high wooden
platform of logs and planks to be made, on which
guns were to be mounted and parties of gunners and
musketeers placed, to command the enemy’s posi-
tion. His first two attempts were frustrated : on the
first occasion the upright posts had been just set up,
on the second the cross-pieces had been joined, when
the enemy burnt them down. On 30th May, how-
ever, the parts of the third tower were joined toge-
ther in the rear and sent to the appointed place in
front of the White Tower, in charge of Rup Singh
Rathor and Giridhar Purohit, with orders to set up
a defensive wall in front first of all, and then plant
the two rows of posts, Next some Rajput marks-
men were to climb to the top and keep the enemy
down with their bows and matchlocks while the
tower was being completed. This was done two
hours before sunset,

Then the general’s hands were forced by the
impetuosity of his men. Before arillery was
mounted on the wooden tower and the enemy
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opposite crushed, with only two hours of daylight
remaining, some Ruhela soldiers, without inform-
ing Dilir Khan, tried to storm the White Tower. The
enemy crowded on the wall in large numbers and
checked them. But reinforcements rapidly arrived :
the men of the trenches on both hands scaled the
wall with ladders, and ran towards the enemy. Jai
Singh’s officer Bhupat Singh Puar, a commander of
500, was slain on the right side of the smaller White
Tower, with several other Rajputs. On the left
side Balkrishna Sakhawat and some Afghans of
Dilir Khan carried on the fight. Just then the line
of supports, under Achal Singh and Kirat Singh,
arrived on the scene of battle from their shelter be-
hind the wooden structure. After an obstinate
struggle at close quarters, the Marathas lost heavily,
retreated to behind the Black Tower and began to
gall the Mughals by discharging bombs, kettles full
of gunpowder, rockets, stones &c. Finding further
advance impossible, Jai Singh was contented with
the capture of the three bastions made that day and
ordered his men to dig trenches exactly where they
had reached and to hold the White Tower, without
attempting to push on to the Black Tower.

In the course of the next two days the wooden
structure was completed and two small pieces of
cannon were mounted on it. The enemy, unable
to reply to this fire from a superior height, evacuated
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the Black Tower and another bastion near it and
took refuge in a stockade adjoining the wall of the
tower. But they could not show their heads. The
stockade was untenable, and they retired to the
trenches behind it. Thus five towers and one
stockade of the lower fort fell into the hands of the
Mughals,

Purandar now seemed doomed. And, as if to
complete its destruction, the Emperor had at Jai
Singh’s request despatched a train of very heavy
artillery which were now on the way to the fort. The
garrison had suffered heavy casualties during two
months of incessant fighting. Early in the siege they
had lost their gallant commandant Murar Baji
Pyabhu.

Taking seven hundred select men with himself,
Murar Baji made a sortie on Dilir Khan, who was
trying to climb the hill with 5,000 Afghans and
some more troops of other races, The Marathag
dashed forward, mingled with the enemy on all
sides, and there was severe fighting at close quarters,
Murar Baji with his Mavles slew 500 Pathans be-
sides many Bahlia infantrymen, and at the head of
sixty desperate followers cut his way to Dilir’s camp.

His comrades were slain by the overwhelming
body of the Mughals, but Murar Baji rushed straight
on towards Dilir, The Khan, in admiration of his
matchless courage, called upon him to yield and
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promised him his life and a high post under him.
Murar indignantly refused, and was going to strike
at Dilir when the latter shot him down with an
arrow. 1hree hundred Mavles fell with him, and
the rest retreated to the fort. But the garrison, with
a couvrage worthy of the mother of Brasidas the
Spartan, continued the struggle, undismayed by their
leader’s fall and saying, ‘“What though one man
Murar Baji is dead? We are as brave as he, and
we shall fight with the same courage I”’

But at last the steady pressure of Jai Singh bore
frait. Purandar was closely invested, the garrison
had been woefully thinned by two months of fight-
ing, and now the eapture of five bastions of the lower
fort made the stronghold untenable. lts fall was
only a qguestion of time. Shivaji found it futile to
prolong the resistance, The families of the Maratha
officers were sheltered in Purandar, and its capture
would mean their captivity and dishonour. He had
also failed to prevent the Mughal fying columns
from ravaging his country. Failure and ruin stared
him In the face wherever he looked.

The Mughal victory of 2nd June, and the
impending fall of the lower fort decided Shivaji.
He resolved to interview Jai Singh and offer fresh
terms for peace with the imperialists.

Shivaji next demanded and secured from Jai
Smgh an assurance, confirmed with solemn oaths,



1665] SHIVAJT VISITS JAI SINGH 93

that he would be allowed to visit Jai Singh and
return home in safety, whether his terms were
accented or not.

§ 17. Shivaji inferviews [ai Singh.

Raghunath Ballal, the Maratha envoy, returned
to his master on 9th June. On the 10th he sent
word that Shivaji would come next day. On the
11th, at 9 o'clock in the morning, while Jai Singh
was holding court in his tent at the foot of Purandar,
Raghunath came in and reported that Shivaji had
arrived at hand in a palki accompanied by six
Brahmans only. Jai Singh immediately sent his
secretary Udairaj and Ugrasen Kachhwa to meet
him on the way and tell him that if he agreed to
surrender all his forts he might come, otherwise he
should turn back from the place. Shiva agreed to
the terms in general and proceeded forward with
the two officers. At the door of the tent he was
welcomed by Jai Singh’s Paymaster and ushered in.
The Rajah advanced a few steps, embraced Shivaji,
and seated him by his side, while armed Rajputs
stood around to guard against any treacherous move-
ment on the parl of the slayer of Afzal Khan!

Jai Singh had got up a little scene to conguer
any lingering reluctance that Shivaji might still have
had. In anticipation of the Maratha chief’s arrival

he had sent word to Dilir Khan and Kirat Singh,
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whose trenches were the most advanced, to be ready
to deliver an assault on Purandar.  After Shivaji
had entered, Jai Singh gave the signal, the Mughals
attacked and captured the remaining part of the
Khad-kala defences. The garrison made a sortie
to check them, but were driven back with the loss
of 80 killed and many wounded. The fighting could
be distinctly seen from the interior of the Rajah’s
tent. Shivaji then offered to surrender the fort in
order to prevent the useless slaughter of his men.

§ 18. Trealy of Purandar, 1665.

Up to midnight the two sides higgled for the
terms of a permanent peace. But Jai Singh knew
the strength of his position. As he wrote in his
despatches to the Emperor, ‘1 declined to abate a
single fort. Gradually, after much discussion, we
came to this agreement :—(a) That 23 of his forts,
the lands of which yielded 4 lakhs of hun as annual
revenue, should be annexed to the Empire; and
() that 12 of his forts, including Rajgarh, with an
annual revenue of | lakh of hun, should be left to
Shiva, on condition of service and loyalty to the
imperial throne.”

Shivaji, however, begged to be excused from
attending the Emperor’s Court like other nobles and
Rajahs, and proposed to send his son, as his
representative, with a contingent of 5,000 horse, (to
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be paid by means of a jagir), for regular attendance
and service under the Emperor or the Mughal
governor of the Deccan. This was exactly the
favour shown to the Maharana of Udaipur. As he
pleaded with Jai Singh, "By reason of my late
unwise and disloyal acts, I have not the face to wait
on the Emperor. 1 shall depute my son to be His
Majesty's servant and slave, and he will be created
a Commander of Five Thousand with a suitable
jagir...As for me sinner, exempt me from holding
any mansab or serving in the Mughal army. But
whenever in your wars in the Deccan, | am given
any military duty, | shall promptly perform it.”’

In addition to the above terms, Shivaji made
another and a conditional engagement with the
Mughals:  “‘If lands yielding 4 lakhs of hun a year
in the lowlands of Konkan and 5 lakhs of hun a year
in the uplands (Balaghat Bijapuri), are granted to me
by the Emperor and | am assured by an imperial
farman that the possession of these lands will be
confirmed in me after the expected Mughal conguest
of Bijapur, then I agree to pay to the Emperor 40
lakhs of hun in 13 yearly instalments.”” He was
expected to wrest these lands from the Bijapur
officers by means of his own troops.

Here we detect the shrewdness of Jai Singh’s
palicy in throwing a bone of perpetual contention
between Shivaji and the Sultan of Bijapur. As he
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wrote to the Emperor, *“This palicy will result in a
threefold gain: firsi, we get 40 lakhs of hun or 2
krores of Rupees; secondly, Shivaji will be alienated
from Bijapur; thirdly, the imperial army will be
relieved from the arduous task of campaigning in
these two broken and jungly regions, as Shiva will
himself undertake the task of expelling the Bijapuri
garrisons from them.”” In return for it, Shiva also
agreed to assist the Mughals in the invasion of Bija-
pur with 2,000 cavalry of his son Shambhuji’s
mansab and 7,000 expert infantry under his own
command.

Next day (12th June), according to the agree-
meat, 7,000 men and women, (of whom 4,000 were
combatants), left Purandar, and the Mughals entered
into possession of it; all the stores, weapons, artil-
lery, and other property found within were attached
by the Government. Mughal officers were sent
with Shivaji's men to take charge of five other forts
to be surrendered by the Marathas.

On the 14th Shivaji was presented by Jai Singh
with an elephant and two horses, and sent away to
Rajgarh with Kirat Singh, after paying a ceremonial
visit to Daud Khan.

Reaching Kondana at noon of the 14th, Shivaji
delivered the fort to Kirat Singh and left for Rajgarh,
where he arrived on the 15th. On the 17th he sent
away Shambhuji from Rajgarh, in charge of Ugrasen
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Kachhwa and they arrived in Jai Singh's camp on
the 18th.

‘The Maratha forts surrendered to the Emperor
by the treaty of Purandar (4. N. 905) were :—in the
Decean: (1) Rudramala or Vajragarh, (2) Purandar,
(3) Kondana, (4) Rohira, (5) Lohgath, (6) Isagarh,
(7) Tanki, (8) Tikona, (9) Khad-kala near Kondana ;
in Konkan: (10) Mahuli, (11} Muranjan, (i2)
Khirdurg, (13) Bhandardurg, (14) Tulsikhul, (15)
Nardurg, (16) Khaigarh or Ankola, (17) Marg-garh
or Atra, (18) Kohaj, (19) Basant, (20) MNang, (21)
Karnala, (22) Songarh, and (23} Mangarh.

These terms were reported to the Emperor for
ratification, together with a letter of submission and
prayer for pardon from Shivaji {but really drafted by
Jai Singh's secretary Udairaj) and a despatch from
Jai Singh recommending the acceptance of the terms
and the granting of a robe of honour to Shivaji.
They reached Aurangzib at Delhi on 23rd June and
he was pleased to accede to them all.

Thus, in less than three months from the date
when he opened the campaign, Jai Singh had suc-
ceeded in bringing Shivaji down on his knees; he
had made this haughty chief cede a large part of his
dominions and consent to serve as a dependent
vassal of the Emperor. It was a splendid victory.
Shivaji loyally carried out his promises: in the war
with Bijapur he with his contingent rendered

7
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distinguished service under the Mughal banner and
was mentioned in the despatches. (See Chapter 41.)

§ 19. Shivaji’s fears and hopes from a journey

to the Mughal Court.

Jai Singh had undertaken to send Shivaji to the
imperial Court. But it was no easy task. In the
Treaty of Purandar, Shivaji had expressly stipulated
that he was not to be called upon to enter the
Mughal military service {mansab), nor to attend the
imperial Court. Thers were strong reasons for it.
For one thing, he and his countrymen had no faith
in Aurangzib’s word and believed the Emperor to be
capable of any act of treachery and cruelty. Then,
again, the Maratha chief had an inborn repugnance
to bending his head before a Muslim; he had been
brought up in the freedom and solitude of hill and
woodland, away from cities and Courts; he had
imbibed the orthodox Hindu spirit from his mother
and his tutor, from the comrades of his boyhood and
the saints whom he adored; and he had risen to
independent sovereignty without ever filling any
subordinate post as the servant of a higher authority.
He was therefore at first averse to visiting the
imperial Court.

But Jai Singh plied him with hopes of high
reward and ‘‘used a thousand devices’’ (as he
repeatedly wrote in his letters), to induce him to go
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to Agra. The Maratha chronicles assert that Jai
Singh gave Shivaji hopes that after his visit to the
Emperor he was likely to be sent back as Viceray
of Mughal Deccan, with sufficient men and money
for the conquest of Bijapur and Golkonda. The
Ermperor never committed himself to any such pro-
mise, and the Persian histories and Jai Singh's
correspondence are silent about it.

Besides the problematical viceroyalty of the
Deccan, Shivaji had some humbler but more neces-
sary objects which could be gained only by a per-
sonal interview with the Emperor., He had
requested that the Emperor should order the Siddi,
now an imperial servant, to cede Janjira island to
him. According to a modern and unreliable
chronicle, (Chit. 107), he had also hopes of gain-
ing the imperial sanction to his plan of exacting
chauth from Bijapur territory. On these points the
replies from Delhi had been evasive ; but much better
result could be expected from an interview and
personal representation.

In spite of these tempfations, Shivaji hesitated
long. Both he and his friends were as much
alarmed at the idea of his going to the Mughal Court
as at the prospect of his interview with Afzal Khan,
They feared that a visit to Aurangzib would be only
rushing into the jaws of an ogre (Ravan}. But the
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socthsayers whom he consulted assured him of a
safe return home.

Jai Singh took the most solemn ocaths possible
for 2 Hindu that Shivaji would not be harmed during
his visit, while the Rajput Rajah’s son and agent at
Court, Kumar Ram Singh, similarly pledged his
word for the safety of Shivaji during his stay at the
capital. In the Maratha council of ministers the
majority favoured the journey.

§ 20. His journey to Agra.

Shivaji’s arrangements for the administration of
his kingdom during his expected ahsence in
Northern India, were a masterpiece of forethought
and organization. His plan was to make his local
representatives absolutely independent of any need
for his orders or guidance during his absence. The
administration of his territories and forts would go
on as efficiently as before, even if he were impri-
soned or killed at Agra. His mother [ija Bai was
left as Regent.

After making a tour of inspection throughout
his small kingdom, and even paying surprise visits
to some of his forts, he began his journey to Northern
India on the 5th of March, 1666, with his eldest
son Shambhuji, seven trusty chief officers, and
4,000 troops. A lakh of Rupees from the Deccan

treasury was advanced to him by order of the
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Emperor for his expenses, and Chazi Beg, an officer
of Jai Singh's army, was deputed to act as his
guide. On 9th May he arrived in the outskirts of
Agia, where the Emperor was then holding Court.

§ 21.  Shivaji’s interview with Aurangzib,

The 12th of the month was appointed as the
day of his audience. It was the 50th lunar birthday
of the Emperor. The Hall of Public Audience in
Agra Fort was splendidly decorated for the
occasion. The courtiers appeared in their most
gergeous robes.  All things were ready for weigh-
ing the Emperor against gold and silver, which
would then be given away in charity. The nobles
of the empire and their retainers in thousands stood
in marshalled ranks filling that vast hall of pillars
and the ground beyond on three sides of 1t, which
was covered with costly canopies.

Into this Diwan-i-am, Kumar Ram Singh
ushered Shivaji with his son Shambhuji and ten of
his officers. On hehalf of the Maratha chief, 1,500
gold pieces were laid before the Emperor as present
(nazar) and Rs. 6,000 as offering (nisar). Aurangzib
graciously cried out, ‘“‘Come up, Shivaji Rajah!”
Shivaji was led to the foot of the throne and made
three salams. Then, at a signal from the Emperor,
he was conducted back to the place reserved for him
among the third-grade nobles, the work of the
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darbar proceeded, and Shivaji seemed to have been
forgotten.

This was not the kind of reception he had so
long been picturing to himself and expecting® as
almost a cerlainty from his many conversations with
Jai Singh. Ever since coming to Agra his mind had
been ill at ease. First, he had been welcomed on
behalf of the Emperor in the environs of the city by
Ram Singh and Mukhlis Khan, two petty officers
holding the nominal ranks of 2,500 and 1,500
respectively. No costly present, no high title, no
kind word even, had followed his bow to the throne.
He found himself standing behind several rows of
nobles who almost shut him fiom the Emperor’s
view. He learnt from Ram Singh that he was
among the commanders of 5,000. **What!” he
exclaimed, ‘'my little son of seven years was created
a 5-hazari without having had to come to the
Emperor’s presence. My servant Netaji is a
5.hazari. And am [, after rendering all these set-
vices and coming all the way to the Court, to get
the same low rank?”’ Then he asked, who the

#* This view is supported by the Persian and English aceounts.
“Shiva cherished some absurd fancies and hopes. So,...after standing
for a while, he created a scene, retired to a comer and told Kumar
Ram Singh that he was disappointed, making unreasenable and foolish
complaints,” (4.N. 969). "His spirit could not bear such humiliation
as the other Umrahs to wait at a distance with their hands before them,
like mutes.” (Surat to Karwar) Also K. K,
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noble standing in front of him was. Ram Singh
replied that it was Maharajah Jaswant Singh. At
this Shivaji cried out, *‘Jaswant, whose back my
soldiers have seen! I to stand behind him? What
does it mean?’’

Stung to fury by what he considered a public
humiliation, Shivaji expostulated with Ram Singh in
a high tone, and even wanted to commit suicide
rather than outlive such a shame. Ram Singh,
alarmed at this unexpected development and the
breach of Court etiquette caused by Shivaji's loud
voice and violent gestures, iried his best to pacify
him, but in vain. Swelling with suppressed anger
and fretting within himself in bitterness of mortifica-
tion, Shivaji fell down in a swoon. There was a stir
among the courtiers. The Emperor asked what the
matter was. Ram Singh diplomatically replied,
*“The tiger is a wild beast of the forest. He feels
oppressed by heat in a place like this and has been
taken ill.”"  He also apologized for the Rajah’s rude
conduct by saying that he was a Deccani unfamiliar
with Courts and polished manners. Aurangzib
graciously ordered the sick Rajah to be removed to
an ante-room and sprinkled with rose-water, and,
on his restoration to his senses, gave him leave to
go to his quarters without waiting for the close of

the darbar.
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§ 22. Shiveji placed under guard by order of
Aurangzib,

On returning from the Court, Shivaji openly
taxed the Emperor with breach of faith towards him,
and asked to be put to death as a lesser evil. There
were men about him who reported his angry words
and complaints here and in the darbar hall to
Awrangzib, and it only increased the Emperor’s
dislike and distrust of the Maratha chief. Ram Singh
was ordered to lodge him in the Jaipur House
outside the city-walls, and be responsible for his
custody. Shivaji was forbidden the Court, though
Shambhuji was asked to come now and then.
Thus, Shivaji’s high hopes were finally dashed to

pieces and he found himself a prisoner instead.

He took counsel with his devoted followers and
with Raghunath Pant Korde, his agent at the
imperial Court, as to how he could effect his release.
They advised him to play on the Emperor’s greed
of territory and to promise the conguest of Bijapur
and Golkonda® as the price of his restoration to
liberty. A petition to this effect was presented by
the hand of Raghunath Korde, but the Emperor only
answered, '"Wait a little and 1 shall do what you
ask for.” Shivaji knew the answer was evasive.
He then begged for a private interview with the

# Or Qandahar, according to Dil. 69.
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Emperor in which he promised to make a secret
communication very much to the benefit of the
latter. The Maratha chronicles say that the prime
minister Jafar Khan, warned by a letter from Shaista
Khan, dissuaded the Emperor from risking his
person in a private interview with a magician like
Shivaji. But Aurangzib hardly needed other people’s
advice in such a matter. He was too wise to meet
in a small room with a few guards the man who
had slain Afzal Khan almost within sight of his
10,000 soldiers, and wounded Shaista Khan in the
very bosom of his harem amidst a ring of 20,000
Mughal troops, and escaped unscathed. Popular
report credited Shivaji with being a wizard with “‘an
airy body,”" able to jump across 40 or 50 yards of
space upon the person of his victim., The private
audience was refused.

Shivaji next tried to win the prime minister
over, and paid him a visit, begging him to use
his influence over the Emperor to send him back
to the Deccan with adequate resources for extending
the Mughal empire there. Jafar Khan, warned by
his wife {a sister of Shaista Khan) not to trust himself
too long in the company of Shivaji, hurriedly ended
the interview, saying ‘‘All right; I shall speak to
the Emperor and make the arrangements,”” Shivap
knew that he meant to do nothing.

He was now thrown entirely upon his own
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resources. At the same time his position became
worse than before. Fulad Khan, the police chief
of Agra, by imperial order placed a large guard
with artillery round Shivaji’s mansion, and he now
became a prisoner in appearance as well as reality.
*"This made the Rajah lose heart; he felt sad and
lamented long, clasping Shambhuji to his breast.”
In this state he passed three months.

8§ 23. Mughal policy during Shivaji’s confinement
ai Agra.

We now turn to the policy of the imperial
Government and the action of Jai Singh during this
interval.  Aurangzib had intended to present
Shivaji with an elephant, a robe of honour, and
some jewels at the end of his first audience. But
Shivaji's violation of Court etiquette made him
change his mind, and as a mark of displeasure he
withheld these gifts, at least for the time. The
Maratha chief, on his part, complained that the
promises made to him on behalf of the Mughal
Government had not been kept. Aurangzib,
therefore, wrote to Jai Singh asking him to report
fully and exactly what promises he had made. The
Rajah replied by repeating and explaining the
clavses of the Treaty of Purandar, and solemnly
asserting that nothing beyond them had been
promised,
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Jai Singh was placed in a dilemma by this
unexpected tesult of Shivaji's visit to the Court.
True, he had sent Shivaji away to Northern India
“by a thousand devices” in order to get him out
of the Deccan when the military situation there
turned against the Mughals ; but he had also pledged
his honour for the safe return of his ally. He,
therefore, tried to persuade the Emperor that he
would gain nothing by imprisoning or killing
Shivaji, as the Maratha chief’s wise arrangements
had made his Government independent of his
personality ; on the conirary the imperial interests
in that quarter would be best promoted by tuming
Shivaji into a friend, at the same time that such a
course would convince the public of the sacredness
of the imperial officers” words. Al the while ai
Singh continued to write to his Court agent, Ram
Singh, to see to it that Shivaji’s life was safe and
the solemn assurances of the Rajput father and son
remained inviolate.

§ 24. Shivaji’s escape from Agra.

Shivaji turned to his own inner resources to
effect his Liberation. After a few days of captivity,
he made a loud profession of submission and fear
and entreated courtier after courtier to intercede with
the Emperor for his pardon, but with no success,
He, however, succeeded in getting permission for
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his Maratha escort to return to the Deccan. The
Emperor felt that he would then have fewer enemies
to watch and Shivaji would be utterly friendless at
Agra.

The Maratha civil officers, too, at a hint from
their chief, returned home in small parties. Being
thus freed from anxiety about his followers, Shivaji
set about devising plans for his own escape. He
feigned illness and began to send out of his house
every evening sweetmeats for Brahmans, religious
mendicants and courtiers. These were carried in
huge baskets slung from a pole which was horne by
two men on their shoulders. The guards searched
the baskets for some days and then allowed them
to pass out unchallenged. This was the opportunity
for which Shivaji had been waiting. In the after-
noon of 19th August, he sent word to his guards
that he was very ill and had taken to his bed and
that they should not disturb him. His half-brother
Hiraji Farzand, who looked somewhat like him, lay
déxyn on his cot, with a quilt covering all his body
except the outstretched right arm adorned with
Shivaji's gold wristlet,—while Shivaji and his son
crouched down in two baskets, which were safely
sent out shortly afier sunset through the line of
unsuspecting guards, being preceded and followed
by baskets of real sweets.

The baskets were deposited at a lonely spot
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outside the city; the porters were dismissed; and
then Shivaji and his son issued forth and made
thelr way to a village six miles from Agra, where
the trusty Niraji Ravji (his Chief Justice) was waiting
for them with horses. After a hurried consultation
in a jungle the party divided; Shivaji with his son
and three officers, Niraji Raviji, Datta Trimbak and
Raghu-mitra, a low caste Maratha, smeared them-
selves with ashes like Hindu ascetics, and hastened
towards Mathura, while the others took their own
way homewards.

Meanwhile, at Agra, Hiraji lay in bed all that
night and well into the afternoon of the next day.
The guards who peeped in in the morning were
satishied when they saw Shivaji's gold bracelet on
the sleeper’s wrist, and a servant sitting on the floor
massaging the patient’s feet, About 3 pP.M. Hiraji
quietly walked out of the house with the servant,
warning the sentries at the gate, “‘Make less noise;
Shivaji is 1ll and under treatment.”” Gradually the
guards’ suspicion was aroused; the house seemed
strangely deserted ; no crowd of visitors came to see
Shivaji as usual; and there was no sound, no stix
in the house. They entered his room and found
that the bird had flown! They at once ran with
the astounding news to their chief Fulad Khan, who
reported it to the Emperor, ascribing Shivaji’s flight
to witchcraft and saving himself from all blame.
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““The Rajah,”” so he said, “‘was in his own room,
We wvisited it regularly. But he vanished all of a
sudden from our sight. Whether he few into the
sky or disappeared into the earth, is not known,
nor what magical trick he has played.”

Aurangzib was not the man to be taken in by
such a tale. A hue and cry was immediately raised,
and fast couriers and sergeants-at-arms were sent
off to watch the road to the Deccan through Berar
and Khandesh, and to warn the local officers to
look out for the fugitives. The Maratha Brahmans
and other followers of Shivaji were arrested where-
ever found, at Agra or near it. But by this time
Shivaji had had twenty-four hours’ clear start over
his pursuers.

The vigorous inquiry made at the capital
gradually brought to light the details of the romantic
story of the flight. Suspicion naturally fell on Ram
Singh, as he had so often tried to avoid the
responsibility for Shivaji’s presence at Agra, and
it was his interest to effect the Maratha chief’s safe
return home, for which he and his father had
pledged their honour. Some of the Maratha
Brahmans who were caught admitted, probably
under torture, that their master had fled with the
connivance of Ram Singh. The Rajput prince was
punished, first by being forbidden the Court and then
by being deprived of his rank and pay.
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§ 25. Route of Shivaji’s flight.

With consummate cunning Shivaji threw his
pursuers off the scent, by following a route exactly
opposite to that which leads to Maharashtra. Instead
of moving due south-west from Agra, through
Malwa and Khandesh or Gujrat, he travelled east-
wards to Mathura, Allahabad, Benares, and Gaya,
and then south-westwards througk Gondwana
and Golkonda, describing a vast loop round India
before returning to Rajgarh.

Arrived at Mathura, he found the boy

Shambhuji worn out by fatigue and unable to
proceed further. Three Deccani Brahmans,—
Krishnaji, Kashi, and Visaji, brothers-in-law of Moro
Trimbak (the Peshwa), were living at this holy city.
Niraji knew them and confided to them the story of
Shivaji’s escape and his present plight. They nobly
responded to the appeal in the name of their country
and faith, and braving all risks of imperial vengeance
in the event of detection, they agreed to keep
Shambhuji till Shivaji should reach home and write
for him. One of the brothers, Krishnaji, even
undertook to guide the fugitives as far as Benares.
Shivaji had crammed the hollow core of a
sannyasi’s staff with gems and gold coins, Some
more money was concealed in his shoes, and a
diamond of great value and several rubies coated
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with waz were sewn in the dresses of his servants or
carried in their mouths.

At Mathura, which was reached within six hours
of leaving Agra, he shaved off his beard and mous-
taches, smeared himself with ashes, and put on the
disguise of sannyasis.

After going through many romantic adventures
and making many hairbreadth escapes, Shivaji

reached Rajgarh on 20th November, 1666.

regret to Aurangzib. As the Emperor wrote in his
last will and testament: ‘‘The greatest pillar of
Government consists in the keeping of information
about everything that happens in the kingdom,—
while even a minute’s negligence results in shame
for long'years. See, the flight of the wretch Shiva
was due to carelessness, but it has involved me in
all these distracting campaigns to the end of my
days.”’

§ 26. State of Mughal Deccen, 1667.

On returning home from Agra Shivaji found
the political situation in the Deccan entirely changed.
The Mughal viceroy, Jai Singh, was no longer in a
position to repeat his former success over the
Marathas. Worn out by age, toil, disappointment
and domestic anxieties, discredited in his master's
eyes by the failure of his invasion of Bijapur, and
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expecting every day to be removed from his post,
Mirza Rajah was visibly hastening to his grave. In
Moy 1667 Prince Muazzam, the newly appointed
governor, reached Aurangabad and relieved Jai
Singh of his charge. The Rajput veteran set out on
his homeward journey in extreme misery of mind
and sense of public humiliation, and died on the way
at Burhanpur on 2nd July.

The return of the weak and indolent Muazzam
and the friendly Jaswant to power in the Deccan
(May 1667) relieved Shivaji of all fear from the
Mughal side. It is true that soon afterwards an able
and active general, bearing implacable hatred to the
Marathas, joined the Mughal camp. Dilir Khan
returned from the Gond country to the side of Prince
Muazzam in October 1667, but the coming of this
famous warrior brought no accession of strength to
the imperialists. The Prince was jealous of Dilir’s
influence and prestige at his father’s Court, resented
his insubordinate spirit, and regarded him as a spy
on behalf of the Emperor. The proud Ruhela
general, on his part, publicly slighted Maharajah
Jaswant Singh, the right-hand man and trusted
confidant of the Prince. Nor was this the only
source of discord in the Mughal army in the Deccan.
Rao Karn Rathor, the chief of Bikanir, was an officer
in Dilir's contingent. His worthless son Anup

Singh, when acting as his father's agent at the
8
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imperial Court, influenced the Emperor to hansfer
the principality of Bikanir to himself. ‘At the news
of this event, the Rao became even more negligent
of his duties and reckless than before,...disobeying
the wishes of the Khan. His Rajputs practised
gang-robbery in the camp at night, because, his lands
having been given to his son, he ceased to get the
necessary money for his expenses from his home.
It was proved that his soldiers had looted soms
villages also. Dilir Khan, to save his credit with
the Emperor, reported the matter to Court, and the
Emperor [in reply] ordered him to arrest the Rao
if he [still] acted in that manner. The Court agent
of Rao Bhao Singh Hada, learning of the contents
of the imperial letter, wrote to his master about it.
When Dilir Khan, on the pretext of hunting,
approached the camp of Rao Karn and invited him
to join in the chase,...the Rao came to him with a
few Rajputs. Bhao Singh, on getting news of Dilir
Khan having ridden out towards the camp of Rao
Karn that morning, arrived there quickly with his
own troops and carried off Rao Karn to safety from
the midst of Dilir’s guards. The two Raos marched
together to Aurangabad, 24 miles behind Dilir's
army. Dilir Khan did not pull together with
Muazzam and Jaswant. He was sent towards Bidar
to punish the enemy, but the two Raocs remained

behind at Aurangabad by order [of the Prince].”
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The Prince used to help Rao Karn with money in
his distress and enforced idleness at Aurangabad.

Thus, Dilir’s enemies found a ready shelter with
Muazzam. After sending Dilir Khan away to Bidar,
the Prince freely indulged his natural love of hunting
and witnessing animal combats, and no attempt was
made to crush Shivaji.

But even if the viceroy of the Deccan had been
a man of greater spirit and enterprise, it would have
been impossible for him for some years from this
time to get adequate men and money for an attempt
to crush Shivaji. The resources of the empire had
to be concentrated elsewhere, to meet more pressing
dangers. Within a fortnight of Shivaji’s escape from
Agra, a large army had to be sent to the Panjab
to meet the threat of a Persian invasion, and the

“anxiety on this point was not removed till December,
But immediately afterwards, in March 1667, the
Yusufzai rising in Peshawar took place, which taxed
the imperial strength for more than a year afterwards.

It was, therefore, the Emperor’s interest not
to molest Shivaji at such a time.

§ 27. Shivaji makes peace with the Mughals, 1668.

The Maratha chief, on his part, was not eager
for a war with the imperialists. For three years
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after his return home from Agra, he lived very
quietly, and avoided giving any fresh provocation
to the Mughals. He wanted peace for a time to
organize his government, repair and provision his
forts, and consolidate and extend his power on the
western coast at the expense of Bijapur and the Siddis
of Janjira. As early as April 1667 he had sent a
letter to the Emperor professing terror of the imperial
army which was reported to have been despatched
against him, and offering to make his submission
again and send a contingent of 400 men under his
son to fight under the Mughal banners,

Aurangzib had taken no notice of this letter.
Some months later Shivaji made another attempt.
He entreated Jaswant Singh to be his intermediary
in making peace with the empire. He wrote to the
Maharajah, ‘‘The Emperor has cast me off. Other-
wise | intended to have begged the task of recovering '
Qandahar with my unaided resources. [ fled (from
Agra) in fear of my life. Mirza Rajah, my patron,
is dead. If through your intercession | am pardoned,
1 shall send Shambhu to wait on the Prince and serve

as a mansabdar at the head of my followers where-
ever ordered.”

Jaswant Singh and Prince Muazzam jumped at
the offer and recommended Shivaji to the Emperor,
who accepted the proposal. The Emperor
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recognized Shivaji's title of Rajah (early in 1668),
but did not restore to him any of his forts, except
Chakan. Thus a peace was made which lasted
nearly two years.



CHAPTER XLI

Jar SiNGH's INVASION OF Bijapur, 1665-1666.
§ 1. Causes of war with Bijapur.

When appointing Jai Singh to the Deccan,
Aurangzib had instructed him to punish both Shivaji
and the Bijapur king. But the Rajput general had
pleaded, *‘It would not be wise to attack both these
fools at the same time;”’ and so, he had at first
directed all his forces against Shivaji alone {(H.A4.
68 a). By the treaty of Purandar (June, 1665}, the
Maratha chief was shorn of two-thirds of his
dominions and reduced to the rank of an obedient
vassal. [t was now the turn of Adil Shah to feel
the weight of the Mughal arm.,

His faults were many. By the treaty of August
1657, he had bound himself to pay to the Emperor
one krore of Rupees as indemnity and to cede
Parenda fort with its dependent territory and the
Nizam-Shahi Konkan; but he had taken advantage
of the illness of Shah Jahan and the consequent war
of succession to evade the fulfilment of his promise.
True, at Aurangzib’'s grand coronation he had
presented 814 lakhs as part of his tribute and in
January 1665 he had handed over seven lakhs of

Rupees in cash and six caskets of jewels to the
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Mughal envoy at his Court. But these amounted to
only a small fraction of the total indemnity and he
still delayed the delivery of the promised fort and
territory.  In November 1660, the Mughals had, no
doubt, gained possession of Parenda, but it was
effected in despite of Adil Shah and only by bribing
his local governor.

The Bijapur king, when opening his great
attack on Shivaji in 1660, had solicited co-operation
from the Mughal Government, promising to pay a
further subsidy. The Emperor had agreed, and
Shaista Khan's attack on Shivaji’s forts at the time
had made a useful diversion in favour of the
Bijapuris, and Adil Shah had in consequence
succeeded In recovering Panhala, Pawangarh and
many other forts from the Marathas. But Ali Adil
Shah 1I. failed to pay the promised subsidy and even
went so far as to claim that it was he who
had assisted Shaista Khan (by sending an army into
Adil-Shahi Konkan against Shivaji) and got from the
Khan a promise that ten lakhs of his old war
indemnity would be excused as the price of this
assistance

During Jai Singh’s recent campaign against
Shivaji, the Bijapur Sultan had no doubt sent an army
under Khawas Khan to co-operate with the Mughals,
But Jai Singh’s mind was never free from the fear
of a treacherous move by these pretended allies, and
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he accused the Bijapuri general of fighting against
the Marathas in a slack and half-hearied manner.
““Adil Khan in his folly played false with me. He
outwardly sent an army into Shiva’s territory; but
as he considered the utter destruction of Shiva to be
harmful to his own interests and wished Shiva to
stand as a wall between the imperial troops and the
Bijapuris,—he made a secret alllance with the
Maratha chief and helped him with lands, money,
and other requisites. He also induced the king of
Golkonda to enter into this policy and send money
to that infidel, while he was all the time sending
letters breathing loyalty to the Emperor.” (A.N.
910-913, 397; H.A. 66a, 79a, 70a; B.S. 399-
401).

The truth of the matter is that never since the
reign of Akbar did the Mughal Government once
abandon the ambition of annexing the Deccan, and
the Sultans of Bijapur and Golkonda could never
forget this cardinal fact of 17th century Indian
politics. They, therefore, naturally looked round
for allies, and after 1663 found in Shivaji their only
efficient bulwark against the Mughals. It was
impossible for them to enter heartily into any plan
for “‘rooting Shiva out.”

The aim of the Mughals is clear from Jai
Singh's secret despatch to Aurangzib: ‘“The
conquest of Bijapur is the preface to the conquest
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of all Deccan and Karnatak.”” The war with
Shivaji being over, the vast Mughal army assembled
under Jai Singh’s command was standing idly, and
profiteble employment had to be found for it. An
invasion of Bijapur offered the best means of doing

this. (H.4. 90qa, 74a; A.N. 913.)

§ 2. Jai Singh’s diplomacy and intrigues before
war: desertions from Bijapur.

Jai Singh’s clever diplomacy prepared the
ground in advance of the coming struggle. His
first task was to detach Shivaji from Bijapur and,
indeed, to throw a bone of perpetual contention
between the two. With this view, in the treaty of
Purandar he offered to Shivaji the Bijapuri coast-strip
and uplands of the Western Ghats for a price of
40 lakhs of hun (or 2 krores of Rupees). Shivajt was
to wrest these tracts from the control of Bijapur, and
the Emperor agreed to confirm him in possession of
them for ever, A threefold galn was expected by
Jai Singh from this shrewd stroke of policy: first
the acquisition of two krores of Rupees, secondly
the alienation of Shiva from Bijapur, and thirdly,
relieving the imperial army of the arduous task of
campaigning in these two broken and jungly regions
by throwing that work on Shivaji’s shoulders. In
return, the Maratha chief promised to assist the
Mughals in the coming war by fumishing 2,000
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cavalry of his son Shambhuji’s contingent and 7,000
expert infantry under his personal command.*

Jai Singh also inirigued with many other
zamindars of Bijapur and sent to them letters for
seducing them from loyalty to their legitimate
sovereign and offering them service under the
Mughal Emperor. When Adil Shah protested
against this conduct, Jai Singh replied that it had
always been the practice of Mughal viceroys to grant
letters of conciliation to all who solicited their favour.
The zamindars of the Karnatak and the Abyssinian
mercenaries who had established themselves in the
Karnul] district (south of the Raichur Doab) in almost
open independence of the king of Bijapur,—were
invited with tempting offers of reward to join Jai
Singh. He also wrote to the Abyssinians of Janjira
to unite with him, promising them enrolment in the
Mughal peerage and other benefits, though he
secretly plotted with his master to contrive their
destruction and the annexation of their territory to

the empire. (H.A. 77b, 79a.)

#HA, 70a, 8la This shrewd deal in (as yet unconquered}
land is thus described by the Bijapur historian: ‘‘Shiva, despairing
of help from Bijapur {against the Mughals), made peace with Jai Singh.
The two inhidels agreed together to invade Adil-Shahi territory. This
nimak-haram hereditary servant, the worst of base-born traitors, under-
took the wark...Adil Shah was perplexed at the union of his meigh-
bouring enemy with his external foe, because a thief who knows the
secrets of the house san do a harm, the hundredth part of which
no thief from outside can commit.” [B.5. 404,)
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The old policy of seducing the ministers and
generals of Bijapur was followed vigorously and with
a lavish disregard of expenditure. As he wrote to
prepare his master for the financial drain of the war,
“As soon as our army enters the kingdom, many
Deccanis will have to be enlisted in our service and
every one of them will have to be supplied with
money according to his rank, to enable him to arm
and equip [his followers]. Expenditure of money
will be necessary till the conquest of Bijapur, when
our costs will be recovered, as [ hope.” (H.4. 74 b))

§ 3. Bijapur King deceived by Jai Singh: Mulla
Ahmad joins the Mughals.

Mulla Yahia, an Arab of the Navaiyat clan
settled in Konkan, and now an officer in the
Emperor’s service, was the intermediary in corrupting
Bijapuri officers like Randaula (surnamed Rustam-
i-Zaman), Abbas, &c. But the most eminent
of these deserters was his elder brother Mulla
Ahmad, who had held the second place at the
Bijapur Court, being next to the prime minister,
Abdul Muhammad. The whole of Konkan had
been given to him as jagir. Jai Singh set a very
high value on Mulla Ahmad’s adhesion to the
Mughal cause, because, as he wrote to Aurangzib,
“During our recent war with Shiva, the Mulla had
signally helped us by influencing Adil Shah to break
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off his friendship with Shiva, expel Shiva’s agent
from his Court, and send an army into Konkan to
fight the Marathas. All other Bijapuri ministers had
refused to urge this pro-Mughal policy on their
master.”’” The Mulla had secretly offered to quit
Adil Shah's service and guide the Mughal operations
against Bijapur, if the Emperor gave him a high
post. Indeed, his ambition was to imitate the
successful career of another foreign traitor in the
Deccan, Mir Jumla of Golkonda, and for this he had
been coquetting with the Mughal viceroy of the
Deccan since 1661. (H.4. 82 a, 65 a.)

Aurangzib agreed to create him a commander
of Six Thousand and summoned him to the Presence.
The problem now was, how could Mulla Ahmad
leave Bijapur with his family without exciting the
suspicion and incurring the vengeance of his master.
Jai Singh, therefore, cunningly wrote to Adil Shah
that as he had heen ordered by the Emperor
to investigate and settle the questions at issue
between the Mughal and Bijapur Governments, the
Sultan should send Mulla Ahmad, the chief of his
nobles, to him to explain matters personally; and
the refusal to send him would be regarded as a proof
of Adil Shah’s contumacy and provoke an invasion
of his country. (H.A4. 65 b—66 a.}

Ali Adil Shah II., sincerely desirous of peace,
sent Mulla Ahmad to Jai Singh to negotiate and
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remove all sources of difference between the two
Powers. The Mulla thus got with his family
beyond the reach of his master, interviewed Jai
Singh near Purandar on 29th September, 1665, and
was received with high honours. He was at once
created a 6-hazari in the Mughal peerage, given two
and a half lakhs of Rupees for his expenses, and two
months later sent to Delhi. But he fell ill on the
way and died at Ahmadnagar in the third week of
December 1665. (A.N. 925; H.A. 72a, 76b, 80a.)

Before opening the campaign, Jai Singh
employed diplomatic trickery, of which he was a
passed master, to throw Adil Shah into a sense of
false security. To the Bijapuri envoy in his camp
he pretended that he had received no order to invade
Bijapur but only to settle the long-standing question
of tribute unpaid. Besides making this false
declaration, he ‘‘sent Rama (a man of Mulla
Ahmad) and Govind Pandit (Muazzam Kheni) to
lull Adil Shah to sleep by means of smooth words
and false stores of peace. If Adil Shah sends
envoys to me, | shall demand an exorbitant tribute
in one payment, the cession of fort Sholapur and
other Nizam-Shahi mahals, Chincholi and other
villages in the Bidar district, together with other hard
terms which he cannot possibly aceept.”” (H.A4. 65
b—66 a.) Indeed, Jai Singh's secret correspond-
ence fully bears out the Bijapur historian’s statement,
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that “‘Adil Shah sent envoys to Jai Singh soliciting
peace, but the Rajah, proud of his 70,000 troopers
and numerous infaniry, did not listen to his request,

and invaded Bijapur.”” (B.S. 405.)

In the meantime Jai Singh made himself secure
on the Golkonda side. As he wrote to his master,
“It is highly expedient to show imperial favours to
Quth Shah now, and to induce him to give up the
idea of joining the Bijapuris. Therefore, [ have
made {riendly and conciliatory overtures to him......
If the veil is withdrawn [from our real intention
about him] and he despairs of peace with us, then
he will be driven to ally himself with Adil Shah.”
(H.A. 72a.)

§ 4. Jai Singh’s military resources and
preparations.,

Higs diplomatic web having been thus subtly
woven, Jai Singh collected the sinews of war. The
imperial forces® under his banners numbered about
40,000 troopers, to which must be added local
auxiliaries. Shivaji sent him 2,000 troopers whom

ko3l

* AN, 988 gives Jai Singh considerably above 31,500 cavalry;
Manucci (ii. 141} 50,000 horsemen; Dil. (p. 55) 61,000; B.S. (p. 405)
70,000 cavalry and many ahshem; Khefi Khan (ii. 191) 25,000 troopers.
The Maratha contingent, H.A4. 8la. Jai Singh’s praise of the Maratha
auxiliaries, H.A4, 84b, 76b, 81a; also A.N. 1002,
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his son as a 5-hazari was bound by the regulations
to supply, and 7,000 expert infaniry of his own.
The Maratha contingent was commanded by Netaji
Palkar, reputed in the Deccan as “‘a second Shivaji.”
Jai Singh thought that Shivaji could be more usefully
employed in capturing forts and making diversions
in other parts of the Bijapur territory than in accom-
panying the imperial army. He had the highest
opinion of Shivaji’s skill as a general and wrote to
the Emperor, ‘‘In this expedition he can render very
valuable services......His attendance in the present
campaign is very necessary.”” Khafi Khan (ii. 192)
also bears witness to Shivaji’s usefulness, saying
“‘Shiva and Netaji were noted masters and experi-
enced hands in the art of capturing forts.”

Before setting out on the campaign, the Rajah
asked for 40 to 50 large pieces of cannon to be sent
to him from the Deccan foriresses,—at least 30 pieces
in addition to the seven already with him, as Bijapur
was defended by the famous Malik-i-maidon and
other artillery of long range and large calibre. The
Chief of Imperial Artillery was requested to send
him powder, shot and rockets in quantity sufficient
for such an important undertaking. Imperial orders
on the local officers were also solicited for the supply
of provisions regularly during the whole campaign.
(H.A. 64 b, 74 a.)

He was impatient to begin the war, *‘Our
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army Is sitting idle and the enemy are using this
respite to strengthen themselves. The delay of a
day now is equivalent to the loss of a year.”” H.4.,
74 a.) He knew that his success depended on
attacking Bijapur by surprise before Adil Shah had
time to make preparations for defence. He learnt
from his correspondents at Bijapur that ‘‘the enemy’s
troops are disunited and quarrelling among them-
selves; the fort of Bijapur has no protective works,
no materials or provisions for standing a siege; and
as soon ag the imperial army arrives in that tract most
of the Adil-Shahi chiefs and officers will enter the
imperial service, and this fact will bring Adil Shah
down on his knees.”” (H.4., 85 a.)

Such an opportunity must not be allowed to
slip away. But Jai Singh could not move one inch
without money. He had spent more than 22 lakhs
during the three months' war with Shivaji and now
(in October, 1665) his mansabdars’ and artillerymen’s
salary was six months in arrears, and they were
starving. Moreover, large sums would be needed
in buying deserters {rom Bijapur as soon as the cam-

paign opened. So, he pressed the Emperor to send
him money quickly. (H.4. 74 b.)

§ 5. Jai Singh starts against Bijapur,
He had at first decided to start on 20th October.

But ‘‘the treasure ordered from the provincial






