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INDIA WITHOUT JAWAHARLAL

ans The towenng personality who was in our mdst till but
afew days ago1s no longer with us tolead and gwde us  The
last of hus mortal remams have gone to join the soil and water of the
India that he loved  Even though Jawaharlalit has passed from our
sight, his work and his mspiration Jive on  And we, to whom was
given the privilege of being hus countrymen, contemporaties and col-
leagues must now brace ourselves to the new tasks ahead, and face
up to the situation whose very prospect we once used to dread—the
situation of an Indja without Jawaharlal

There comes a tume sa the Iife of every nation when 1t stands at the
cross roads of histery and must choose which way to go  But for
us there need be no difficulty or hesitation, no looking to night or left
Our way 1s straight and clear—the bwlding up of a socialist demo-
cracy at home with freedom and prospenty for all, and the mante-
nance of warld peace and fricadship with all nations abraad  To
that straight road and to these shuning 1deals we re-dedicate ourselves
today

No better beginning could have been made than by my colleagues
of the Congress Party, who n the hour of decision resolved to come
together T am also grateful to the nation for the way it has re-
cetved my taking over of the heavy burden cast on me What I need
in the discharge of these heavy responsibilities 15 the willing coopera-
tion of our people  They are our real source of strength and 1t 1s from
them that T shall seck to draw my mspiration

Among the major tasks before us none 15 of greater importance
for our strength and stability than the task of bulding up the umty
and salidanty of our people  Our country has often stood as a sohd
rock 1 the face of common danger and there 15 a deep underlying umty
whuch runs like a golden thread through all our seemng diversity But
we cannot take national umty and soldanty for granted, or afford
to be complacent, for there have been occasions when unfortupate
and disturbing divisions, some of them accompanied by violence,
have appeared m our soctety I know that these disturbances gave
2 detp shark end cansed geal angush to Yawahaghly, wha bad, all
through s life, worked untiningly for communal harmony and mutual
toleration  Let not people 1n different parts of the country, however
strong therr feelings nught be on particular sssuss, ever forget that

Broadeast to the pation, June 11 1964
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they are Indians first, and that all differences must be resolved within
the unalterable framework of one nation and one country Let us
make every endeavour to foster this fechng of oneness and to carry
forward the work of national mntegration started with the National
Integraton Conference m 1961
Political democracy and the way it has functioned 1 our country
15 surely a great achievement Here dgan we owe an 1mmeasurable
debt to Jawaharlaln for his deep attachment to democracy as a form
of government and as a way of hfe  There 15 something :n our older
cultural hentage too X have particularly m view that endunng strand
1n Indsan Life which can best be desenbed as respect for the human
personality and the spint of tolerance I have no doubt sn my mind
that 1t 1s only by methods of and mutual d
and by & constant search for areas of agreement as the basis for action
{hat democracy can work out It 1sin thus spint that I shall devote
myself to the duties and responsibthties of the office T have been called
upon to fill
Of all the problems facing us, none 13 more distressing than that of
the dire poverty 11 which tens of millions of our countrymen continue
to Iive It 1s my great desire to be able to highten 1n some measure
the burden of poverty on our people  In this, I remember particularly
the claims of the most backward sections ltke the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tnbes, who have suffered neglect, and havehad to
endure disabibties for many centunes It would be my proud pn
vilege to work for the establishinent of a more just sotial order
At the moment we are in the process of building up out defences
‘The burden 15 a heavy one, but recent events have left us with no choroe
There can be no let up mn these preparations, but we are deternuaed
that they should not affect our first and foremost prionty—the
development of our economy
The main question before us 1s that of executing our plans and  polt-
cies and finding ways of introducing the vigour and efficiency that they
require
Thus paturally takes me to the problem of efficiency and integnty
of the administration  Our public services on the whole responded
well to the numerous calls that have been made upon them since Inde
pendence  But there 15 @ widespread feeling—which 1 share—that
extensive reform of the admumstration 1s essential 1f the tasks of eco-
nomuc dexel and social are to be accomplished
Apart from this, 1t 1s essential in a democracy that the public services
should be sensitive to the feelings and sentiments of wdividpal eitizens
They should under all circumstances function not only with forma)
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courtesy but m a spint of service, sympathy and humamty The ad-
' or and 1ts hods and must be
modernised 1f 1t 15 to become an effective instrument of economic
change T shall do my best to see that these major problems recetve
systematic attention and I shall apply myself closely to the problem
of admmstrative reform an its vanous aspects
I know that our people are full of enthusiasm and that they are
prepared to accept many sacnfices in order 1o keep the nation stable
and strong But somctimes therr impatience gets the better of them and
then there are unfortunate happenings which cause pam to everyone
Distipline and united action are the real source of strength for the
nation May I also appeal to the members of the vanous political par-
ties to fend us a helping band in thetask of national reconstruction?
Stumulacly the Press can play a very useful role as mdeed they have
been domng all this time  Theurs 15 2 position of great strength and
mfluence and T have no doubt that their influcnce will always be exer-
aised for the public good  We are all of us different elements, work-
1ng in different ways towards a common goal—-the service of the people
T shall respect these difle but T shall to lay h
on the oneness of our objective
In the realm of foreign affairs we shall contipue to seek friend
shup and develop our with all LTSS of their
1deology or political systems  Non alignment will continue to be the
) basis of our approach to world problems and our rela
tions with other countries It wall bc eur spccxal endeavour to further
our rel with With most
of our nesghbours we have friendly and coaperative relattons We
have probfems with some of them which we would hike to settle peace-
fully and amicably on an equitable and honourable basis
India and Pakistan are two great countries ltnked together by com
mon hstory and tradiion Tt 15 thewr natural destiny to be fuends
with each other and 1o enter mto close cooperation 1n many fields
Goodwill and fnendship and mutual coop between these coun
tries will not only be of immense benefit to them but will make a great
contribution to peace and prospenty m Asta
Far too Jong have Inda and Pakstan been at odds wath each other
‘The unfortunate selations between the two countnes have somehow
had therr rep on the rel between m the
two countries, giving Ts¢ to tragic human problems  We must reverse
the tide  This will requre determmation and good sense on the part
of the Governments and peoples of both India and Pakistan  Pre
sident Ayub Khan's recent broadcast showed both wisdom and under-
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standing and it has come just at the appropnate ime  However, a
great deal of patience wall still be necessary

Tt had always been our desire to establish frendly relauons with
China But all our cfforts were nulliied by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China China has wronged us deeply and offended
our Government and people by her premeditated aggression agamnst
us Despite our strong feclings about thuis aggression we have shown
our desire for a peaceful settlement by accepting In tofo the Colombo
proposals  We adhere to them and at 1s for China to reconsider her
attitude towards these proposals and to give up the antt Indian cam-
paign that has been carried on 1 Cluna and also amongst our fricnds
m Asia and Afnca

For the greater part of this century the names of Gandhs and Nehru
have been symbols of the movement of subject peoples for freedom from
cofomal domunation We who have gone through our own struggle
for freedom cannot but Iook wath sympathy at peoples struggling
for freedom anywhere  Our country has, for many years, been a stout
hampran of the freedom of dependent nations at the United Nations
and elsewhere in the counails of nations  Unfortunately there are still
some parts of the world where colomalism remains and where farge
sections of people are demed freedom and fundamental nghts We
would consider st our moral duty to lend all support to the ending
of colonialism and impertalism so that people everywhere are free to
mould therr own destiny -

Our late Pime Minster was one of the founders of the Afro-Asian
movement We concetve of Afro-Asian sohdanty not as an end 1n
itself but as a means for achueving certain noble objectives These are
to wotk for the freedom of the people of Asia and Afrca, to build up
the area of peace and understanding among all nations, and to promote
economic growth and hugher fiving standards among our peoples
‘We seck no leadershup of the Afro-Asian group We are content to
be humble collaborators with our sister nations 1n Afnca and Asia in
the common cause of world peace and freedom of peoples

‘We have always been a staunch supporter of the Umited Nations
As a member of that august body India has undertaken its full measure
of responuibility 11 all aspects of the Umited Nations® activities My
Government reaffirms 1ts unflinching support for the United Nations
‘The Umted Nations 1s the one hope of the world for bringing peace
and freedom to humamty Towards the achievement of these goals
India has played an active role m the past and will continue to do the
same in the future

The problem of problems that faces mankind today 1s the achieve-
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ment of peace and d For P mankind
has been yearning for peace The supreme tatk facmg the United
Nations 1s to ensure not only that war 1s banished but that war 1s made
mpossible  As Prestdent Johnson has said, a world without wir
would be the most fitting memonal to Jawaharhalp  We pledge our
sehes, tn cooperation with other peaceful nations of the world to con-
tinue to work for the realisation of this ideal

Before ¥ conclude, may T repeat that T am only 100 consctous of the
magmtude of the tasks before us and the responsibility placed on my
shoulders for the service of the people of my country ¥ approach
these tasks and responsibilities 1n o spint of humility and with love
and respect for all my countrymen 1 wall try to serve them to the
lumt of my capaaty The memory of our departed leader s still
fresh with us  With fum has ended the great age which Gandhi
began and Jawaharlaly consohdated  'We have now to build on the
firm foundations they have Jeft behind  Let us then bend ourselves
to the great tasks before us—an India free, prosperous and strong
and a world at peace and without war These would be the most fitting
memonals to Gandhi and Jawaharlal

MARING OUR COUNTRY STRONG

Bmmm AND S1sTERS  As I stand here today 1 recall how we
took a vow to plant the national flag on the Red Fort forty years
apgo when we were volunteers in the national movement It was our
brave Jeader, Jawaharlaip, who inspired thus :dea  We can never forget
him He was one of the greatest leaders of the freedom struggle
and afier winning independence he Jaunched the massive tash of India s
reconstruction For seventeen years he worked unceatingly, day and
rught, to consolidate our freedom

We alf ber the joy and enth which surged through the
country on August 15, 1947, when we regained our long lost freedom
For seventeen years you wilnessed every year the unfbrgertadle scene
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru standing at this spot and unfurling the
national flag  We cannot forget the digmity and courage with which he
led the country He became a part of our life Now he 13 no longer
wath us, His anspinng voice 1s mute but he has left us an myaluable
hentage which we must preserve We have to surmount the difficulties

Speech from the Red Fort, August 15 1964
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that face us and work steadfastly for the happmess and prospenty of
our country
The food problem has become very acute during the last month
and a half  The States of U P, Bihar, Bengal, Maharashtra, Gujarat
and a part of Rajasthan are facing food scaraity I can assure you
that we are doing our best to meet this situation  'We have rushed
foodgrains from surplus States like Punjab, Onssa, Madhya Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh and also from imported stocks  Though we are
not yet out of the woods, there has been a perceptible improvement
‘We will have to intensify our efforts dunng the coming months We will
also have to hmit our consumption and help to feed those of our
countrymen who are less fortunpate than ourselves We should not
store foodgrams 1n excess of our req 1 am confident that
we will face this problem with pe and far sighted; We will
have to stop lavish feasts duning the comung two or three months
Minssters will not patticipate s feasts and will oot hold any
parties  This may not result 1n much saving of foodgramms but 1t
will have a psychologcal effect and set a good example before the
people
The basic question to which we have to address ourselves s that of
ncreasing the production of foodgrams I do not want 1o go snto the
details of the steps we are going to take  Broadly, we want to assure a
fair price to the producers and procure grain without causing hard
ship I am sure we wiil be able to mmprove our position considerably
within a year or two
1 do not want to nummse the other problems that face us  The
prices of everyday necessities like cloth, otl, sugar and matches have
nsen. This bas naturally affected the farmer alse Dunng the last
15 years, we have mvested Rs 20 000 crore 1z our development plans
Unless this huge investment results 1 a corresponding increase 1t
production, 1t 15 bound to lead to mfiation and high prices  We wili
have to devise steps to arrest nising pnces  There 15 no question of
going back on our oby of establishing a new 1 Y society
but we will have to take firm action to control prices I am sangune

that the Government will be able to find a way out of the present
economic difficulties

T want to easure that 1 d are lable at far
prices dunng the coming years I am not very much concerned about
the prices of luxury goods but T do want the common man to be able
to get food, cloth and arucles of everyday use at fair prices Every

shop will have to display 2 price st and Government officials wall
have to enforce 1t stuctly




MARING OUR COUNTRY STRONG 9

We want peace at home and abroad  We have to pay particular
to our rel with our neighb The Chingse invaded
our country Therr atttude has not changed  Therefore we cannot
change our attitude esther  Ja consonance with the prnciples lad
down by Gandhi and Jawaharlalj we are always prepared to hold
talks, consistent with our dignity and self respect, but our country 15
not going to bow down to any threat of force or of an atomic bomb
YWeareconfident of the strength of our people, and are capable of fac-
ing every danger
1 am happy that President Ayub Khan has expressed fnendly
sentiments | welcome tus plea for amity between Indsa and Palastan
We also desire amuty  Border incidents are not good either for Pakis-
tan or for India 1t also does not redound to our eredit that we are
not able to stop the migraton of lakhs of people from across the
border 1 hope that we shall be able to hold talks within thgynext
fow months and  create an atmosphere of goodwill which may Jead
102 setilement
‘We have friendly relations with our neighbours—Burma, Ceylon,
Nepal and Afghanistan Some problems do crop up sometmes
1 am happy that the Prme Minuster of Ceylon has accepted our mavita
tion to come here during October I am confident that we will be able
to find a solution to the problem of the people of Indian ongm in Cey-
fon  Our Foreign Minsster, Sardar Swaran Singh, 13 gomg to Burma,
and T hope he wll be able to resolve the present difficulties with that
country
Jawaharfalp showed us the path of peace  We will work for world
peace withaliour strength  We wall steer clear of alignment with power
blocs and pursue an independent policy  We adhere to the policy of
non ahgnment, co-existence, disarmament anti-colomalism and ant:
racalism  We are firmly opposed to colonialism and we want to see
the end of Portuguese colomalism  We cannot tolerate racial policies,
whether 1n South Afnica or elsewhere We stand for truth and justice,
not 1 an aggressive manner but with dignity and restraint
We can win respect 1n the world only if we are strong internally
and can banish poverty and unemployment from our country  Above
all we need nationat umty  Communal provincial and lingwistic con-
flicts weaken the country Therefore, we have to forge national umty 1
do not say that opposttion parties should not cniticise the Government
They are free 16 do so but this should be done 1n a demaeratic manner
We welcome such entiosm But there are questions which have to
be tackled on & national basis.  The problem of food 13 one such ques
tion Ttssnotapartysssue  Ileavest to the good sense of my friends
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1 appeal to them to work for national unuty and usher i a social re-
volution to make our country strong.

In the ultimate analysis, the strenpth of the country does not lie
i matenal wealth alone A country 1s made strong by people like
Gandhi, Jawaharlal and Tagore, by the force of character and moral
strength  Therefore, T appeal to our young men to anculcate in them-
selves discipline and character and work. for the umty and advancement
of the nation, If our young men and women work 1 this sperst, [
have no doubt that the future of our country will be bright

NO DEVIATION FROM NLHRU’S POLICIES

I SAD ON the very first day of my election, and on more than one

occasion later, that the Government of India would continue to
follow the polictes of Nehru in international matters and that demo-
cratic socizlism would continue to be our objective at home

In a democracy there 1s full freedom for rethinking and ndependent
thinking 'What happened when Mahatma Gandhi took over the
lcadctshxp cf thc freedom strupgle ? There was a complcte mcxhaul~
mg of phy, pchcy, 3 and pr
Gardh deviated pletely from 1 ) ya'mak, Aurobindo Ghosh
and Lala Lajpat Ra:

In a way, Ganduyt was the preceptor of Jawaharlaly, tus guru tn a
sense  But did Jawaharlaly always agree entirely with Gandhip? No
And yet could you find a more loyal and devoted follower of Gaodhyji
than Jawaharlalj1? He loved Gandhyt immensely and he gave um his
fullest loyalty, yet, he had hus own tndependent way of thinking  When
he joined the Gosernment, it was not possible for hum to put into
effect each and every 1dea of Gandhyt  But thus does not mean  that
he was i any way disloyal to Gandbyi or be did not do what was
nght.

Wenill &3 to work oa cur own as facas possrble  We do oot waat
to drag in the name of Pandit Jawahaxlaljl 1o cover our lapses We
must own the entire responsibility for what we do  But we cannot
help remembening our great leader, our Pnme Minsster with whom we
worked for about half a centory  We can never forget hum, we will

always remember lum and we will try to follow 1 hus footsteps 1n the
best manner possible

From seply 1o debate on motion of no confidence, Lok Sabhy, September 18, 1964
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1 have also to add that 1 cannot function entirely on my own 1
am s member of a political orgamsaton and 1 st i this place on
bdm)l' of that poliical or That has adopted

tism as its oby The date 1s quite clear and
1t 13 under that mandate that this Government has to functon It ss
not an or of some mdividuals It 1s the biggest political
orgamisation in the country today And all T can say s that the
Congress, the Congress President and all ns members are in the hands
of the common people It 1s on account of thus that the Congress will
always find 1t impossible not to identsfy wself with the masses and with
the common people  Members of the Cabinet do express their views
sometimes i one way and sometimes 1n another  But by and large
they have a collective responsibility and every Mimster has to reahse
and understand the fact that nothing should be sad aganst the deci-
sons taken by the Government as a whole

In ntetnatronal matters, we have followed a well set course for a
number of years We believe 1n non alignment and 1n the pursust
of peaceful methods for the settl of 1 disputes  We
are equally clear that colonies should not exist and that racialism should
be resisted  C 18 a who and absolutely sound policy
which was imtiated and sxn:nglhened by our late Pnme Mimster
Pandit Jawaharlalp  We whe dly endorss it, and 1t 15 a great
achievement of the palicy of co-exsstence that in certain matters even
the biggest powers are comung closer to one another Any threat or
danger of war would be rmnous for the wotld, specially for countnes
hike India who are engaged in fighting an exceedingly difficult problem
the problem of poverty and unemployment.

1 would Iike to conclude by aflirming our firm faith sn democracy
and socialism Thus 1s the objective and goal as 1 saud, of the Indian
National Congress I am part of this great political organisation which
has not only fought for and aclueved radependence for our country
but has also, duning the last 17 years of independence, striven conti-
nuously to provide poliical stability as well as socal justice to our
people

‘To my nund, socialiam 1n India must mean a better deal for the great
mass of onr peopic Wno are tngaged an ngricrivure, Yoe darge mumRT
of workers who are engaged in the vanous factones and the middle
classes who have suffered much duning the pertod of nsing prices
Thess are what I call the common raen of my country ~ As the head of
the Government, it would be my continyous endeavour to sec that
these objectives are realised and that a social and economie order 1s
established 1n which the welfare of our people 15 assured




THE NEW INDIA

TO\{ORROW the country will observe National Sohidanty Day
It was exactly twe years ago that our northern borders were
attacked Thus was a surpnise sprung on us "quite suddenly Butin
that hour of penl, we saw an upsurge of patrotic feelings throughout
the country Differences of state, caste, creed or language, which bad
often scemed superficially to dwide us, disappeared 1 a moment
1t was a visible d 10n of the fi unity of our people,
which has presenved the ntegnty of India through the ages The farmer
1n the field, the worker 1 the factory and indeed people from all walks
of Iife came forward to make their own contnibution in order to defend
the country’s freedom  On the borders our soldsers fought wath valour
and with determination  So many of them made the supreme sacn-
fice and gave thewr lives so that the country mught live The whole
nation remembers them with feehings of admiration and grattude
We have, however, to remember that we should not be satisfied
with what happened 1n the past.  We have to realise that preservation
of the freedom and terntonal integnty of the motherland calls for
meessant effort, viglance and alertness The problems that we
face today are serious indeed  The Chinese are trying to buld up a
mghty war machine and to create fear in the minds of alf China
has gone a step further and has recently exploded an atomic bomb
We are thus confronted wath a nuclear menace 1n Asta, something new
for thus peace-loving continent  These are serious developments and
we must take due notice of them  Even otherwise, in recent days, we
bave seen events of greater sigmficance taking place 1n other parts of
the world,
Within the country, we are going through a peniod of difficultes
The production of food 1s stll inadequate Harvesting of nce has
begun and the new paddy and nice will be comung into the market
This will ease the situation 1n respect of rice for the present. The farmers
are avnare that the Government 1s very particular that they should get
reasonable and cemunsrative poces for thaat paddy | hope they are
anare of the fact that the producerx prices have already been fixed
and It s, 1 nof le to expect that the
Kusans wil come forward to sgll tlmr paddy or nce to the Government
at fixed pnices also, 1f they do 1ot resist the temptation to sell 1t quietly
to others n order to get a higher price, 1t wall only cause misery to
thear own kith and kin  In the present situation specially, their

Broadeast to the mauon, October 19 1964
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responuibility is grest ¥ am sure they will go all out to cooperate in
the vital fask of feeding the people

The sowing of the rabl crop will soon start  Let us try to produce
much more of wheat than we did in the year 1962, which was a normal
year It 1s essential that the distnet admmsstration should help in
the supply of edequate seeds, manure and sumide other facibities
‘Water for trmpation purpases s the most important stem.

The problem of water logging has greaily increased in recent years
Every effort should be made to sec that areas hable to water fogging
are provided with necessary dramns  Besides major srngation projects,
mimor and medium schemes should also be taken n hand Al tanks
and ponds should be decpened T am told that the construction of
tube wells sometimes diverts attention from the exsung rmigation
works and even Jeads to avordable duplication It should always be
borne 1n mind that new investment sn tube-wells should not make the
older investment safructuous, nor should 1t result 1n the neglect of the
exsting works  These are some of the reasons why the rrngated area
i a number of States has not appreciably increased n spite of
considerable investment

The distnct admmstration has to be much more alert and active
to gne all creouragement and assistance to the Kisanswith 2 view to
ncreasing the production of ther rabf crop  While wheat 12 import-
ant, there must be greater production of pulses also  The shortage
of pulses has considerably added to our present difficulties  Ihmow
we all understand and fully realise that the solution of all our present-
day food difficulnes lies 1o J d: 1t a5 theref
essential that Government officials 1a the districts and others at the
State or Central level as also the farmers should work hand 1n hand to
produce a much better result Let us show to the country that we can
tackle our problems effectively by our own efforts and perseverance

‘The of } has also d great imp
The cooperatives and the fair price shops have helped to a consider-
able extent 1n the present With smp: ¢ methods and with

more effective supervision they can do stll better Morcover, if

P can be org: d by local mstrative they can
be of much assistance 1n ensunng supplies to the consumers at steady
prices I am sorzy to say that gram dealers do not seem to haye fully
reahised the gravity of the situation  This has led me to sectous think-
sng and st now seems essential that Government must make some
radical changes 1n the present system of distnbution 1 do not say
that the alternative system will be hundred per cent good It has,
howeves, become essential to ensure by all possible means that every
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man gets the necessary quantum of food at a reasonable pnce We
may, therefore, have to take new measures However, I would not
like to take any new steps till we hase consulted the Chuef Minsters
Luckily they will be bere in the last week of this month and ¥ propose
to bave a full discussion with them.,

Let me assure my countrymen that there 13 no cause for dejection
Our food position, as I saxd earkier, will surely smprove on account of
the new paddy and some other crops  Besides that, we wall be getting
mported wheat from the Uruted States of Amenca. We will also try
to get it from other countnes We wll, therefore, not be short of
stocks so far as essential supplies to our countrymen are concerned
1 am, however, keen that 1n the coming few months, while we should
try to produce more, we must necessarily build up a2 better machumery
for proper and equitable distnbution.

In the long run, the economic conditons of the country will 1m-
prove only if we plan our economy 1n a rattonal and scentific manner
We are 1 the mudst of prepanng our fourth Five Year Plan  Agn-
culture 1s bound to get & ligh pnionty  Industty 15 equally important
and the combnation of iedustry and agriculture alone will take the
country out of the morass we are tn and present a cheening picture
before our people  This 15 thus 2 period of travall apd of bard
labour We have to make a determined effort as a people 1o rase
ourselves above poverty and misery

Tt may be obvious, but often we scem to forget that 1t 1s not the
endeavour of a few people but the bard work of the many that makes
the country great and prosperous We are passing through 2 new
and revolutionary phase m our lustory and all the people should
stand united as one man, as they have done before mn the hour of

penl. Let us then resolve this day to meet the challenge of our time
with forutude and determmation and with 2 sense of national umty
and mational purpose

‘While we must be prepared to meet any situation or to deal with any
eventuzlity, we must not allow our faith 1n peace and peacefo} methods
to be dunmed. In fact, peace 13 of fundamental importance to 2
country like India that 15 trying to busld herself up economically But
peace 15 of even greater importance from the point of view of humanity
atlarge  We cannot 1gnore the real truth that war has ceased to bean
event between one country and another, war hereafter will engulf the
whole world. Some days ago, I was m Care attending the Non-
Aligned Nations Conference The basic theme of that Conference

also was peace and peaceful co-exstence and there we did our best
to promote these noble objectives.
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On this day }avite 21l my countrymen 1o join together as brothers
and sisters in this great and challenpng task of budding up 2 new,
awalened and strong India I ask you to pledpe yourselves anew to
the dedicated service of our motherland

NATIONAL SOLIDARITY DAY

CTOBtR 20 has come 16 acquire & specsal significance for us all
It was on this date two years ago that our northern nesghbour,
whom we had treated as a fnend, launched an attack en our borders
Dunng the weeks that followed this fateful day, the world witnessed
2 most beart warming demonstration of the hasic unity and solidanty
of the Indian people
The observance of National Solidanty Day 1s an anaual reminder of
this fundamental unity  On this day, the thoughts of the who'e nauon
tum toour Armed Forceswho gallantly guard our borders and
whohave, throughout tustory, been famous for their courage and stamma
We beheve in peace and peacefu] development, not enly for our-
sclies but for people all over the world OQur man preoccupation 1t
with and soaal develor at home and peace and fnend-
shipabroad  To our Armed Forces, who bave been guarding our
frontiers, facing the figours of winter 1n the mountains, who have
been taking part in peace keeping programmes under the auspices
of the UNO and of the Geneva Agreements on Indo-China,
whose scnse of disciphine, unity and loyalty anspires the whole naton,
1 send my on Ni Soldarity Day  The whole nation

remembers them ;’odny with de, afle and

ATOMIC ENERGY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES

Tm: Atomic memay Commussion have been able to bwild up this
Platonium Plant on their own  Itas a great tnbute to them
Duning the last few decades there has been a tremendous develop-
ment of science and technology  ‘This holds great hope for a develop-
g country such ns India, ‘The lecwny of ages can perhaps be made

Mewage to the Armed Forces, Ortober 20, 1964
¢ openng of the Plotonlum Plant of the Atomic Energy Department.

Speech &
‘Trombay October 22, 1964
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good 1 a decade or two by determuned efforts on the part of our scien-
tists and technologists Science, therefore, has a special place and m-
portance 1n our country Our great leader Pandit Jawaharial Nehru
Jaid the utmost emphasis on the setting up of new laboratanes for
research  There has no doubt to be fundamental research 1n science,
but applied research 15 equally important for new improvements and
changes 1 our techmques I am glad that the mportance of this
aspect 15 fully realised by our scientists  The policy enunciated by our
1ate Pime Muruster 1n regard to the growth of sciznce has to be pursued
and followed up We have to utilise the exploits of saience n every
branch of our actwvities and I do hope and expect that despite our diffi-
cultses, necessary funds wall be found for it
The atomic energy estabhshment 1n Trombay has been a great
venture We are grateful for the Canadian Government’s aid and assis-
tance 1 am very glad indeed that every effort has been made 1n this
establishment to tram up our own scientists and thus bwild up 2 cadre
of efficient scientists 1 our country It 1s also pleasing to know that
the first reactor, Apsara, was established by our own scientists and
engineers  They are young and they have a great future before them
Naturally much more 1s expected of them. Iwish themall success m
ther efforts
We have developed this plant with a view to utilising atomic energy
forp ful purp It 1 that this } y tech
sn atomic energy should be made use of for bettering the lot of the
people and changing the face of the world
It 1s most regrettable that nuclear energy 15 being harnessed for
making nuclear weapons This constitutes a grave threat to the
waorld  If there 1s a nuclear war, God forbid, 1t would mean destruc-
tion on a very big scale, indeed, complete devastaion. We cannot
play with the lives of human beings  We have, therefore, to work for
peace
Tt 15 unfortunate that no further advance has been made ever since
the signing of the Moscow Partial Test Ban Treaty It 1s smportant
that this Treaty should be further extended to underground tests eic.
The world 15 passing today through one of the most cnucal phases n
human history and time 1s the essence of the matter If we want to
stop further prolferation of nuclear armaments, the Disarmament
Commuttee will have to be more actne and more eamest. And I want
to take this opportunity 1o appeal to you, our distngaished guests who
have come from 50 many friendly countres, to do all that you can
to rouse world opinton and world conscience agamst the destructive
use of the mighty atom, The peoples of the world must be made
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nware of the danger that they face from the possibility of the most
glotious discovery achieved by the mind of maa being used in a
perverted manner for the destruction of humamty jtself.

‘lndin has decided not to enter this race for nuclear armaments.
._'\Sl:m and Afncan nations have many more important things to do
in order to build up their own countsy and countrymen, We cannot
{!ﬂom to spend millions and millions over nuclear arms when there
is paverty and unemployment all around us. India will, therefore,
have (o rouse world opinion against the destructive use of atomic
energy, The Trombay establishment is, therefore, an instrument
of pezee.

ADMINISTRATION IN THE DISTRICTS

HERE USED to be d and ari but now
the new word “technocrat’ has achicved some importance. Some
experts who hold political office function very ably  They can scruti-
nis¢ cverything to the minutest detml. Everything concerning their
department or their subjects is attended to with the utmost care
This is all very well. But the real function of an admmistrator
or a Minister does not lie merely in doing certain specific things com-
petently, What is important is that he should have tus finger on the
pulse of the country. He should be in a posuion to know about the
thinking, the approach, and the attitude of the peaple. A techno-
crat knows his subject; but he may not bother about what other
people have to say, Therefore a layman may sometimes be better,
People judge the Government by what they get in therr villages or
smal] towns, by what response they get from the adminstration there,
by whether the admnistrators deal with their various problems quick-
Iy enough, Quite a number of the people’s dufficulties can easily be
solved by the district authoritics. At the present moment, unfor-
tunately, our best officers have come over to the Secretartats, whether
it is the State Secretariat or the Central Secretariat  Our district jobs
are being manned by young officers which is a good thing in itsell.
But there should also be some experience, some maturity, before an
officer takes over as District Magistrate or Collector of a distnct.
People from the villages tell me that while they cantalk to a Munister

», l;rgam specch st Tadian Insttute of Public Admmistratan, New Delhi, October,
64
h



18 SPEECHES OF PRIME MINISTER LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI

or even the Prime Mimuster, 1t 13 not easy for them to talk and discuss
matters with the District Magistrate or the C Ths
type of feehng must be removed Of course, the admunistrators
have to keep themselves somewhat aloof from the people I
quite appreciate that, but they must not lose the human touch It
has become common for us to crticise the admumstration  Every-
one feels he has something to say agamst the admumstration and the
adminsstrator  The fact of the matter 15 that our admumstration,
with all sts defects and lapses, has functioned admurably well 1n the
mdst of entical penods 1n our national fe 1 am refernng to the
days of the partitton of 1947, and duning the transitional peniod which
was beset with many difficultses It 15 often sad that the army 1s a
gr:at stabilising force But I feel that the admimstration and the

too, undoubtedly play a very important role 1n the
siabibty of the country I must express my appreciation 10 our admi-
mustrators who have functioned during the last fifteen years, thesr con-
tnbution has been most valuable

ON JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

DAY, the nation 15 celebrating the 75th birthday of Jawaharlal
Nehru The day has been full of events dedicated to the children
and the youth of the nation as 1t used to be during his lfeime  And
torught 1 should like, of I may, to address myself particularly to the
young. To them belongs the future 1n the shaping of which
Jawaharlalj made a unique contnbution
1 should ike to rermnd every young man and woman 1n the country
bat 5o many things which they take for granted today are 1n the
nature of a legacy which Jawaharlalp has lcft to lhe nation, Heit was
who 1 1928 procl d that ) and not mere
Domnon Slalus was the pohiical goal of India—a goal which was
adopted offically by the Congress on December 31, 1929 And on
January 26, 1950, dunng s Prime Mimsterstup, India became a
Sovereign Democratic Republic. Tt was he who took the lead 1n
putting forward the concept of planned development for India even
before the Second World War broke out He presided over the

faunching of Inda’s first vac Year Plann 1951 and dunnghxs lfetime
the nation made ph and tect It

Broadeast to the nation, November 14 1964
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was he wha first pointed out that without soctalism democracy cannot
be complete, and it was i hus Wfetime that socialism was accepted
at the goal towards which we must move It was Jawaharfalp who
evolved the doctnne of non alignment nnd peaceful cocustence to
which an ever ircreasing number of countries 1n the world subsenbe
And 1t was lus wisdom and counsel which, on many an eccasion,
reduced the tensions which were burlding up and remosed the threat
of wir
Yet 1t 1s not with hus acluevements alone, great as they were, that
we should try to sdentfy him  We should rather sdenufy lim with
the forces which he penerated throughout the country, forces wlich
umparted 8 new dynanusm 1t ¢s for us o keep the flame burnung, the
spint alive
‘There is hardly any aspect of Indian hife—socual, political or eco-
nomic~-to which he did not give @ new mmpetus  Let us remind our-
sedves of some of the penls winch he fought and brought under contro}
and which, 1f we are not careful, may rawse there heads sgan He
was, as You know, apunst communalism  His attitude towards the
minonities was one of equality, indeed of gencrosty The secular
State which he shaped was born out of the fecling so deep in tus heart
1hat every aitizen of India—whether he 1s a Hindu or a Mushm, ora
Chnstuan, or a Sikh, or a Parsee, or a Jew, or 2 Buddhust, or a Jain—
has equal nights  Let alf those who remember Jawzhaclal with affec-
tion on hus 75th birthday dedicate themselves to the task of national
id. and pledge th 1ves to fight \f hoguism and
casteism, 10 whatever shape or form they may appear
‘The same humanitanan approach was at the root of his thinking
an economic subyects, hus passton for planntag and his desire to create
a sociabst society  He wanted to banish from thus land hunger,
disease, illiteracy and all the 1lls that attend upon poverty and towards
this end, he sought the cooperation of everyone—of labour of the bust-
ness y, of the ad of teachers and of people
in polties  Speaking shortly after Independence, he bad sad that
Qure was 4 graemtan seatenced to hand fxhaur . arder that the vast
potential of progress could be converted nlo actuality
It was in thus same spint of Tove for humanity that he approached
intemnational problems When he spoke on international affairs,
he had only one thought—to promote peace He did not take up
positions calculated to help Inda m one way or another, but mther
he thought of humanity a¢ @ whole The same peacefu! approach
was to be found even when India hersell was a party taa dispute . Twice
sn his Ifetime, India was exposed to naked aggression  Even while
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fighting 1nvaders with the force of arms and the gallantry of our soldiers,
be never abandoned the peaceful approach He went to the UN
over Pakistan’s aggression  For Jawaharlaly, no other course was
passible for he believed 1n peace and 1n setthing international disputes
by peacefu! methods We cannot be enemies for ever, he declared,
refernng 1o Pakstan m 1950 Thus 15 as true today as st was when
heutteredst  Andn the same spint of peace, he accepted without any
reservation the Colombo proposals regarding the Chmese invasion

We must, he used to say, quoung Gandhiy, look at international
problems not with blood shot eyes, but with eyes whuch are clear

Jawaharlalj was a great devotee of science It was only through
science and technology that India could hft herself out of centunes
of stagnation and the depths of poverty Only through science
could the farmer flounsh and factones mcrease their production.
But s scientific approach was not somethng different from his
human approach to all the problems of life but an ntegral part of 1t

He was at once a visionary and a saentist  The scientific spint
1s an atutude, rather than an aptitude It pertains to the mmnd It
should not be confused with manual skills or mecharicat devices Tt
15 based on a passion for truth, truth sought relentlessly, rejecting
dogma apd doctnne, through actual lving expenment. It 13 not
without sigmficance that Gandhi chose to call his autobiography
“The Stery of my Experzments with Truth.”

Let us not lose the capacity to make expenments, to try things
out aad to discaver the truth for ourselves Truth s not somethug
which 1s shented not something which s prescribed by authonty
Saence rejects authonty No saentist would defend a theory by
quoting another Galileo, Newton, Emstain and now Narhhar
have upset the theones built up by their predecessors  Science 18
always revolutionary The slogans which domunate politics and
the p which envelop our daily life can be
dispelled only through a scientific approach, a rauonal approach to
Tfe which Jawaharlalp always had.

At the same tune, fet us not forget that science and ratonalism,
dwvorced from human values, can produce ruthless efficiency symbolised
by the atomic bomb It 15 not enough to have the mind of a scientist
1f we do not have the heart of a ¢ n It was the
of Jawaharlalit that he bad them both, Indeed, he was at pams to
emphasise how important it 15, to quote hus own words, “for the
human mund and human spint to control science and direct st 1n the
nght direction™.  “The great path of science™, he said, *has to be

pered by hing and that 15 spintuality”
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As long ago as 1947, speaking 1n the Constituent Assembly, he
saud ¢
¢ We hear a lot about the atom bomb and the vanous kinds of
encrgy that it represents and in essence today there 15 a confhict
1 the world between two things, the atom bomb and what it re-
presents and the spint of humanity I hope that while India
will no doubt plty & great part yn all the matenal spheres, she
will always fay stress on the spint of humamty and 1 have no
doubt 1n my mund that ultimately 1n this conflict that 1s confront-
1ng the world, the human spint wall prevail over the atom bomb ™
In teen years of independ: Indsa has Jast many great men
who had waged a non violent war agamst forign domination  Gandhie
3, Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad and now Jawaharlalp humself, who,
forturately for us, presided over the desumes of free India throvgh the
most difficult period of her hustory, are no more  But the country
whom they served so devotedly fives and 1s moving on the road to pros-
menty  As Jawaharlalp had sd so mghtly 1n 1949, *'a naton goes
onand on A nanon does hot die ™
1t will be for the youth of today to assume the responsibility to-
morrow of runmng the affairs of this great country  And so, to the
youth of the country on the 75th birth anninversary of Jawaharlaly,
1 say, the future s yours  Let the humanism and the saientific spinit
which Jawaharlaly had in such d. ennch your hearts, ennoble

your munds and guide your actions

BUSINESS ETHICS

e prosLiy of the socal responsibilities of the business

18 essentially a part of our outlook on hfe 1t has largely to do
with the kind of society we mm at,

Wc 1 India are passing through a penod of trans:ion from 2

{y rural agneul economy to ind 1 on a

compr:hcnswe and widespread seafe  In our recent hustory we have
had a foretaste of the problems and the sowal instabilines that stem
from economse transsyon and the process of industriabisation

In a pre-ndustrsal socicty the change is gradual and slow It is
govemed by the general acceptance of certamn patterns of nghts and

h inaugurat nx 8 eminar on the Social ResponsibTtes of Business,
lpom’:rcd 'bp;‘&c lO:mﬁ“hl:m Insurute of Stud cs, New Delhl, March 15 1965
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obligattons  This kccps is Tevel of materal well-besng low, but socially
3t 15 more peacef}  Industnal has a tend to disrupt social
peace  In several ways 1t upsets the established order of the social
system and the scales of social balance  Certain adjustments and the
rezdaptation of a new set of soc:a\ relationships become necessary
Industnal diately d a stnhung change 1n the
whole lex of social rel hy This  causes two kinds of
stnfe  First, those who participate 1n 1t argue about the diviston
of proceeds as between workers and entrepreneurs  The second kind
of strife anses from the protests of those sections and regons which
do not immediately gzt a share m the expanding mndustral activities.
In the imtial phase of industnalisation there 1s an exodus of labour
from the villages to the towns Towns begin to attract labour and ex-
pand much faster than housing, transport, water and other amemties
cen  Ths results m congestion and over<crowdiog and throws up
the problems of slums, samtation and the like Later, when the pat-
tern of industnalisation bepins to duersfy, new mdustnies based
on new and laboumavxng wcbmques are set up This creates the
difficslt problem of The pomt of all
this 1s that the process of economc grow!h has an mherent tendency
towards imbalance  Basically it 1s 2 problem of growth rtself, but
the consequences enstung from this seep down to the very roots of the
country's life
Gandhip had foreseen these problems and had given considerabls
thought to them Tt 18 2 well known fact that the Indian Natonal
Congress under his leadership was not concerned with the winmng
of poliical freedom only It had 2 socal objective also  Gandhyt
was a strong advocate of the 1deal of Sarvodaya which meant the
moral and materal well being of all sections of the commumty He
pad special heed to the requirements of the poorest and the lowhest
strata of society
1t 15 wadely believed that Gandhip was opposed to heavy industry
In his writings, there ts abund. d that he d the evils
that comme @ the wake of beavy ad {; Bat, althowgh x
protagomst of the Charkha, at heart he was no enemy of the mill-
owner  As he humself once sad, “Do I seek to destroy the myll
industry, T have often been asked  If I did, I should not have pressed
for the abolitton of the excise duty T want the mull imdustry to pros-
per, oaly T do not want 1t 1o prosper at the expense of the country **
He, however, held very strong views about the share that labour should
have 1n mndustry Many a time he sad that labour was supersor
to capital and hebad always beena champion of the Jegitimate
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nights of labour But at the same time he wanted harmony and
cooperation between thetwno, or, as he putit, “a marrtage between
capital and labour
Gandhy recognised that while all men shauld have equal oppar-
tunity, all did not have the same capacity Some had the ability to
eam more than others But he behieved that those who had talent
would be performing the work of society if they used their talent
wisely and well  Gandhy said that he would allow a man of intellect
to e2m more and not suppress hus talent  But 2t was his view that the
bulk of hus larger earmings should be used for the good of the State,
3Just as the incomes of all earmung sons of the father go to the common
jout famdy fund Those with talent and opportumty would find
therr laghest fulfilment as trustees This concept of trusteeship was
one of the dommant trends in Gandbyp s political and socsal philo-
sophy, and he extended this concept of trustseship to cover ali fields
of Ife
Gandhi was a saint and not all that he preached and prachsed can
be applied 1n our mundane society But 1n our own humble way
we are trying to bwild a welfare State on a socialist democratic pattern
The ententon for determining the lmes of advarce must not be private
profit but social gain  The benefits of economic development must
accrue more and more to the x:lau\'ely less prnvileged classes of
soctety, and there should be prog of the
of ncome, wealth and economuc power
The importance of the role to be played by the busmessman m
the establishment of the new order cannot be over-emphasised It
15, T venture to think, even greater than that of the economust and the
politiran  Too oflen the views the & s ams
as selfish gan rather than advancement of gegeral welfare That
impression can be removed only 1f business becomes fully alive toits
social responsibilities and helps our society to function 1n harmony
as one organic whole
There 15 a fecling that the present laws regarding Companies con
cern themselves more with the nights and pnvileges of the sharcholders
and workers and tend to ignore the ngh(s of the consumers and the
Under the of shareholders and trade unions,
the Company management has a tendency to become less sensttive
to the interests of the consumers and the community The Company
‘must act as 2 citizen of the commumty It can be transformed iic a
social entity through a combination of public spint and shrewd business

sense
Instances where employee participation 1 equity has been lughly
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horef tarehold

1 to are forth i the case of a few pro-
gressive concems 10 the USA and the UK. It 1s possible that the
good example set by such progressive Companies will in dus course ra-
diate to countnes where there are such orgamsations  Where, however,
the Companics are not voluntanly going to follow this lead, legislauon
to that effect has been suggested It has also been felt that democratic
principles of consent and participation of the governed must be -
corporated 1 the Company Law by suitable amendment whereby the
workers, the and the shareholders voree their
views 1 the counail not as a matter of grace but of nght.

1 do beleve that India must ever preserve her soul We must
develop but we must not allow the profit motive to be the only goal of
economuc actvity  Men of business and industry must accept a vo-
luntary ceidling on profits and dividends as a first step  This would
surely help in some measure to remove the feching that seems to divide
those who have and those wbo arestllmnwant  Secondly, the workers
must be d eff ly with the sa that the thrll
of partictpation 1 the tash of buslding up the caunuy can be tmpartcd
to them  Only then can a truly P
I fee! confident that labour wiif respond with digmity and rcsponsnb'luy

Finally, we must reject the doctnne that in business what matters
15 the end and not the means  Let us look not to the immediate profit
but to the long term gamn. Let vs bwld on strong foundations that
will stand the test of ume 1 would suggest that men of business
and ndustry might consider the adoption of a code of conduct for
themsehves  Taken together, these deas might help in the establish-
ment of a new society which meets the matenal requirersents of our
people by giving them a better standard of hving without denuding

them of what we have always held precious through the ages

THE ADMINISTRATOR AND THE GOVERNMENT

AN ATOR has ob ly to the laws of the
State and the polictes of the Government  The laws of a State
are a product of certain basic ethical and socml valuw. of socral condi-
tions of polical of b p and of socal
and economic objectives  The laws, thus, reflect the policies of the

From speech i N
Maxch 22, 1965 : on Science, New Defhu,
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people and the State However, laws tend to be conservatine They
have to be so because they prowde the framework around which a
society deselops  Polictes, on the other hand, arc more flexible
They produce the laws and also flow out of them  So an admunistra-
tor, when he admumsters the laws and their progeny~—tho rulcs, re-

1 and direc has 1o be ¢ of the policies behind
these regufations and the purpose which they are ntended 1o serve
An ad 15 also & ref of the Government

Goverung, ¥ realise, 15 not 2 very fashionable word these days But
1t 1s the basic duty of 2 Government to govern  Therefore, it also
becomes the yob of the adminustrator through whom the Government
functions  The basic wdea of governance, as I see 1t, 15 to hold the
sotiely together so that ot can develop and march towards certam
goals The task of the Government 13 to facilitate this evolution,
this progress It must provide proper conditions and a proper chmate
for thus purpose While governing, the admimistrator must, therefore,
keep certan trends an view  He should be aware of the policies which
he has to implement and of the methods wiich are open to lum for
thetr implementation  He should koow what the Government wants
snd at the same tme be attuned to the needs of the people.

We have adopted & policy of planned development Planming
tn vanous fields—agnicultural, industnd and social—ts bewng attempted
on 2 truly massive scale  As far as the admimstration 1s concerned,
this raises two smportant 1nter-connected 1ssues planning stself and
s implementation  Some projects, for mstinee big mdustrial ven-
tures, can be both planned and executed centrally But the vast
majonty of plans have to be ptepared and executed at the local fevel
and the local plans have, through the State plaas, to fit into the larger
framework of the natonal plan  How far the process of planning
and ats 1mpl should be d, and to what extent
and m what ways hised p wssues  The
national objective has to be fulfilled At the same time local miative
must be fostered

These 1ssues cannot be resofsed 1n any simple fashion  Balance
has to be actueved at different pornts i dfferent sectors, the emphasis
has 1o shift as develop as 18 ganed, and
as technical and managenal shills develop

The enormous task of social and economuc revolution can be carned
forward successfully only with the participation of the people  Ob-
viously, the admunistrator has to go to the people  He has o identify
tumsell with them  Yet he must retain lus own jdentity and main-
tain & certain aloofness, so that he does not get cmbroved in local
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pohitics  To a certaun extent cach man has to strike hus awn balance,
but certamly ks task would becomic casier if the admnistrator s
genuinely dedicated to the cause  Nothing influences people more than

true ded and the sy enth which it g

The post Independ cra has | d another problem that
mvolves social and individual adjustment  This deals with the rela-
tionship between the pol and the ad » to be more

preaise, between the public leader and the Government servant The
problem has to be faced both at the focal fevel and at the Governmental
level If I may share a secret with you, at the district level the politi-
cian generally prefers to be on the right side of the local admumsteation
An admumistrator has to see that the politician continues to feel that
way He can ensure this only if hus integnty 1s above board and 1f he
15 reasonably industnous  He must also realise that things have
changed much 1n the Jast 20 years and are bound to change further
The admimstrator may be among the most enhightened men locally,
but even if he 15 conscrous of that, 1t should not make fum feel
supenor or act supertor

At the Governmental level normally we have experienced adminis-
trators and also expenenced public men Y would bke to ask their
pardon for saying so, but I believe that in the course of
gething to this stage, many angulanties get rubbed off Tt 1s, therefore,
comparatively easter for them to work topether and to complement
each other

I would Iihe to refer to certain specialised areas of ad|
Take, for instance, the Distnict Magistrate  To large sections of the
people he represents the Government  He has always been res-
ponstble for law and order and 1s now increasingly responsible for the
developmental activities at the local level He needs both prestige
and authonty and at the same time humility and dedication  Efforts
to sustain his authonity will bave to be continued for quite some time
Therefore, the persons who are placed in charge of distncts must be
carefully selected They should be expenenced and should be mven
enough time to understand local problems

In the case of industnal undertakings 1n the public sector and
other large nationalised services, the admimstrator should be reason
ably famibiar with the techmical and the 1 problems
mvolved He must also develop the art of man management The
younger executives must recetve the necessary trammg. This aspect
must compel the attention of top executives

Our ndustral undertakings should be able to provide the neces-
sary goods and services to the people at the lowest possible cost and




THE ADVINISTRATOR AND TIlE GOVERNMENT 27

as effioemly and as quiclly as possible  Cost consciousness and the
need for an efficient system of accountng are, therefore, very neces-
sary

To sum up, we have o develop a cleant efficrent, versatile, sense
tive and responsive admunistration Above all 1t has to be an admms.
travion 1 which people wall have faith and confidence  This holds
good today  But the demands on admimstration will become greater
tomotrow It 15 the tomorrow on which you should kecp your
eye



INDIAN ECONOMY



HEAVY INDUSTRY AND THE PLANS

IT 15 NOT my view that there 1s a contradiction  between the setting
up of heavy industnes and the promotion of well bang amongst
the masses  But clearly, there has to be some kind of balance between
outlays on heavy industry and outlays on measures which would be of
immediate benefit 1o the common man It 1s the task of the Planning
Commission to study this problem 1n alf 1ts mtricacies when formu
laung the Fourth Plan and 1t 15 only after the Planning Commssion
has gone into thus difficult question, with all the care that ot needs,
that the Government and I can take a definite stand on this

I feel that it 1s necessary to make sizeable cutsia Govemment expea
diture, both at the Centre and 1n the States To achieve such economues,
we must examune the possibiliies everywhere The many short-
ages which exist—of cement, stecl, foreign exchange, imported mache
nery and the hike—act as limuing factors in the development of heavy
mdustiies I defimtely consider that it would be wise not to dissipate
our resources by startng too many fresh projects at this stage and
nstead to all on the speedy completion
of the projects already under construction  Such a policy, I feel, wall
accelerate rather  than retard the desclopment of beavy mdustnes
1n the country, 2 development which has to be gssessed not 1n terms
of the number of foundation stones lud but 1 tenms of output
achicved

CHALLENGE OF THE FOURTH PLAN

Tms 13 TR first mecung of thus Council which will not have the
gwdance of Jawahaclalje It was his viston that led to the mtro-
duction of planning 1n India and 3t was hus example and advice that
wnspiced many qther developug countues Lwas i Cauro the other day
and President Nasser smid that be had hadlong talks with thelate Pnme
Mimster and 1t was in pursuance of thase talks that he bad deaded to
set up a Plannng Board President Nasser smd that he took the
3dea from Shr Jawahasrlal Nehru  As long ago as 1938, soon afler
From letter to Shri Bhupesh Gupta, M P., New Delht Auzust 21 1964

% Inaugurating the twenty first meetiog of the Natonal Development
CmnP:x]“N .l'gekl(;ﬂ. October 27 1564
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popular Gosernments were formed 1a the Provinces, when Subhas
Rose was the Congress President, a2 Nationa) Planning Commuttee svas
set up under Jawaharlalp s chaurmanship Again, it was he who deaided
as the first Pnme Munster of India to set up the Planming Commussion
1 1950, and 1o constitute the National Development Councit
There 1s no doubt that what we achieved, spectally an our First
Plan 15 something to be proud of The natonalincomerose by
18 per cent, surpassing the Plan tarpet of 12 per cent We started
well in the Second Plan but half way through we ran into serious
difficultics regarding foreign exchanpe and we had to prune dowe
many projects  Nevertheless, wath the additional external assistance
which we recened, we were sble to aclieve an inerease of 21 5 per
cent 1n our nauonal mcome apminst the ongnal target of 25 per
cent  Talang the decade covered by the first two Plans as a whole,
the nauonal mcome increased by 44 per cent, per capita income by
18 Spercent and per capita consumption by about 16 per cent,
despite the fact that the population bad ncreased by 216 per cent
duning the penod
The mud term appraisal of the Third Plan which was undertalen
last year revealed that the progress n the first two years had been very
slow indeed  Some of the reasons for this were undoubtedly outside
our contral  But we would be less than honest if we did not face up
to the fact that our own performance was, 1n many respects, poor
Fortunately, ta the third and fourth years of the Plan, progress has
been somes hat better than in the first two years. But it 1s pot good
enough  The growth 1 national income was 2.6 per cent 1n 1961 62,
2.4 per cent 1n 1962-63 and a little above 4 per centin 1963-64, while
our aum was 10 have an increase of more than 5 per cent each year
T h 1 our growth ob ly calls for a redoubling of
our efforts  If we are lagstog belund, we must tncrease our speed
Unfortunately, the slow sate of growth has Jeft us with Litle resources
and has engendered a sense of f The present shortages
and high pnces are themselves the result of our slow rate of progress
The real problem before us 1s to overcome these difficulies We
must, I think, look at the past 1n order to tdentify our acluevements and
failures, and to ascertarn the reason for them for our future gurdance
Apart from the consideration which the Council would be giving to
the Memorandum on the Fourth Plan, we should apply our minds to 2
few speaific and concrete problems confronting us First and foremost
theres the problem of rusing agr d

of p
of l‘oodgraws and therr distribution and of the regular sUppIy ofafew
other articles of daily necessity
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All of us know that our achievements in the agnicultural sector
bave not been up to the mark  What we need now 1s 2 programme of
concrete action  To produce diate results such a p hag
to be coneesved 1n terms of the resources and facilives which are avail-
able and not in terms of what might be done 1 1deal conditions or in
the distant future  All to0 often there are complamts about the shor-
age of fertilizers because we do not produce enough and cannot smport
enough  But are we making the fullest possible use of compost, tna-
nure and other indigenously avalable sources of nutniion for the soil ?
We are planning many major ungation projects But even while these
are under construction, are we doing all we can n the field of mnor
imgation?  Cannot more wells be dug, cannot ponds be deepened,
cannot the avadable waters of wngation projects already completed
be more fully unlised? Surely these are within our reach if we go
about our task 1 a spirtt of self help  We have to make a determuned
effort to find our requirements from within the country and not always
depend upon umports and foreign matenals which we can afford 1o do
without

All too often we think of these things at the national level and the
State level, while there 1s neglect and even confusion at the village level
‘The farmer has now to deal separately with representatives of different

each owing all to a dep or mms-
try at the headquarters of the State or the Central Government  The
coordmating role which the District Officer used to play in the past
hasbeen Jost 1 would suggest to all the Cluef Mrnisters present here
today that they should restore to the Distnict Officer, whether beis known
as the Collector or the Deputy Commussioner, the status of a co-
ordmnator of all governmental activities i the distnct and confer upon
tum the responsibility for gnding all the efforts undertaken on behalf
of the Governmeat, Central or State This may well mean sphitting up
the farger districts into more compact admunistratve units  Thus task
should be treated as an urgent one. J would like to emphasise this point.
Some of the districts, for instance those it Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
West Bengal, are very large indeed Tt would be 1 the wnterests of
better admimstration to break up these districts, and even if st means
more expenditure, 1t will be well worth it
This tomng up of the admumstration 1s essential whether we think
of our short term problems, or of our Jong term problems of agncul
ture or of industry, Without improving the adnunsstration 1t will not
be possible to control prices, effect a more equitable distnbution of
avaglable supplies or do any of the other things which we must do to
tmpart stability to the economy Agam, 1t 1s only through better
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admimstration that the public sector projects can be completed with
speed and the private sector can discharge 1ty responsibiities in the
way that 1t shouid
Even while we concentrate on measures to deal with our current
problems and take steps to unprove our efficiency and performance
1n the remaiming months of the Third Plan, we cannot but start think-
g of the Fourth Plan and the Memorandum prepared by the Plan-
ning Commusston  Indeed, that 1s the mam tem of business before
us today  What should be the mam objectine of the Fourth Plan 7
It must ensvre that desprte the unantierpated  difficulties we have to
overcome, the move towards a better Iife for the common people ma-
tams its ‘We have, therefore, to aim at as large a Plan
as we can find for The p hined 1n the Memo-
randum envisages an outlay in the public sector rangmng between
Rs 14,500 crore and Rs 15,500 crore against the estimated resources
of Rs 14,500 crore for the public sector  Even this order of resources
1s based on certain assumptions
One of the mam tasks to which the Council should apply sts mmd
today 15 the mobilisation of resources There have been shortfalls
1n the State sector dunng the Third Plan  We cannot take such a
1isk m the Fourth Plan T say thus not to find fault with the State
Governments whose contnibution to our resources 15 below the target
I know the States have had difficulties and problems In the Fourth
Plan, we must anticipate these difficolties and problems and not give in
1o them when the time actually comes
So far as the yural population 15 concerned, we certainly do
not want to add to the burdens of the farmer  Yet I know the Indian
farmer would be willing to pay more of he sees some tangible results
befare luseyes  Perhaps one reason why we find it so difficult to secure
the cooperation of the farmer is that we do not establish  the kind of
wisible ok which 15 needed between the contnbution which the farmer
makes and the benefits that accrue to bur  The [armer sees the
Government 2s 2 colfector of revenues through its Distnet Admintstra-
tion. He also sees a number of other people who are bulding roads,
bndges, hospitals and schools, providing fertibzers, seeds aad credit.
He docs not sec the link between the two sets of operatons  In my
opinion, we shall bave greater success i ratung additional revenues
from the agncultural community if we can give them the onentation
and appearance of a betterment levy  Thus f 2 new brdge 15 budt
and a toll charged for 1t, the user understands uts logc and feels that he
15 paying for a service and not bewng taxed  The same logic applies to
the other amemues which we provide,
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Another matter connected with fesources ta which we must all
make a combined effort 15 the earning of foreign exchange  Ever since
1958 the shortage of foreign exchange has been one of the most serious
handicaps to our development One reason why our decisions cannot
be quick, why many factones have idle capacity, why machinery whach
1s damaged or broken down cannot be replaced immediately, 1s the dire
shortage of foreign exchange This shortage has persisted despite
the aid we have received, and contiues to be a major matter of concern
for our Fourth Plan

It 1s thus essentral that our export dnve should do even
better  Here agan 15 a subject for which the Centre s responsible
matter of form, but 1n substance the effort o increase our exports
depends very considerably on the support and cooperation of
the State Governments Tt has also to be realised that sales tax and
other things which are not really meant o affect the export trade are
levied 1n a way which hampers our exports and rases their pnces  May
T suggest to the State Governments that 1t would be desirable to have 2
special cell in the appropriate Department 1n the States which will
concentrate attention on exports and give support and cooperation to

for our of foreign exchange Perhaps
such cells already exist in some of the States

Another matter m which cooperation between States 1s most essea-
tial 15 10 respect of programmes relating to wngation and flood control
1t often happens that steps taken 1n one State lead to senous difficulties
1n another For tstance there (s the problem of water logging which
has a vital beanng on agneultural production,  We have seen 1n recent
months how vast areas of good agricultural land have been rendered
unusable by flood waters which cannot be drained out  The worst
situation 1s in Punjab, Delhi and parts of Uttar Pradesh This 1s a prob
lera which has to be dealt wath on a regronal basis and 1 think 1t would
be desirable to consider the establishment of a special body to study
thus problem and to make concrete recommendations I feel certain
that if we can deal with this problem effectively, we would
bave wade a ) h towands g foed

production.
The more 1 think of our problems today, the more convinced [ am

that there 15 much greater need for coordination and soldanty thanis
generally realised The mam task of the National Development
Council should be to promote thinking on a pational plane for the
attainment of our national objectives State Governments must
certanly attach the greatest imponiance to the State Plans  They have
to be discussed, however, within the framework of the national Plan
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and T feel that discussion at this meeting should be mamly on the
national Plan and the national effort needed to sustam it

1 should like to say a word about the relative roles of the pnivate
sector and the public sector  Our objective 1s socalism  This does
mean an immense growth of the public sector  Each Plan sets out
what the private sector will do and what the public sector will do
Failure in exther sector affects the Plan and creates imbalances 1n the

y We have, therefare, to ensure that the targets allotted 1 our

Plan to the private sector, Tio fess than those allotted to the public
sector, are fulfilled. The private sector has had and will continue to
have a role to play 1n our expanding economy

The Industnal Policy Resolution has already brought out that the
two sectors cannat work i water tight compartments  In the context
of nsing prices and the difficulties which the common man has to face
about basic consumer goods, 1t 15 necessary for some of the consumer
goods sndustnes to be developed 1n the public sector I believe that
the Government should also set up textie mmils, sugar factones and
plants for the manufacture of cement, drugs and medicines  Only
then can we be assured that the shortages which we have been expenen-
cing 1n the recent past will not become chronic  Such industries will
also give us better profits and larger scope for employment.

Heavy industries will, of course, continue to be the backbone of
our economic development Much more steel machmery must be
produced, but care must be taken, as T have had occasion to emphastse
1n the past, that we get the most out of the imvestment which we make
n heavy industry in the shortest possible ume. Planning of heavy
wndustnies for the Fourth Plan has 1o be on the basis of performance
Only then can our planmng become more real and more accurate

1 have deliberately confined myself to certain practical ssues which
seem 10 me to be of paramount importance.  They are issues for us to
face here and now  Unless we can stabilise pnees, increase production
and inprove gur admumstration, the most careful Plan will not help us
We who clum to be responsible to the people have to be responsive
to the people. Tt 15 up 10 us 1o restore to them a sense of digity and
bope  Unless we are able to do 1hus 1n the remaimng year and a half
of thus Plan, our Fourth Plan may not succeed, no matter what resour
ces we mobilise.

The Fourth Plan presents a challenge to the nation  The challenge

can only be met of we are prepared to undertake the many tasks which
confront us with & trely national approach
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IN THE 1mbal months of the emergency created by the Chinese
inyasion, we were able 10 absorb the stress and  stram of higher
defence and developmental outlays without senious disturbance to the
economy Despite the diversion of scaree resources 1o dcl'cnce pur-
poses, we were able to the tempo of m
production and add modestly 10 our depleted formgn exchange reserves
Industrial production n 1963-64, the first full year efter the Chinese
attack, increased by 9 2 per cent 2s agunst an increase of 8 per cent 1
1962-63 and 6 4 per cent tn 1961-62.  During the same year, our foreign
exchange seserves showed a modest increase of Rs 108 crore and we
were able to tepay some 50 mdlion dollars to the International Mone-
tary Fund  The general level of whalesale pnices increased by sbout
9 per cent 1 1963-64, but this i atself was not a very senous disturb-
ance, particularly as it occurred after two years of virtual stability
in the index of wholesale prices
Unfortunately, agricultural output in the 1963-64 season did not
show as great an increasc as was expected at one tme It turned
out to be wirtually the same as was achieved three years ago at the
end of the Second Plan  The stagnation in agricultural output taken
as a whole over the past few ycars and the ant: socal acuvities of
some people have bined to create sh and price
over (he past year There are certan fessons which, I feel, can be
demved from the expencnce we have had
First and foremost, efforts to (merease agneultural production on
a steady, long term basis deserve u:e h|ghest prionty Y have not thc
shightest doubt that our 1 p can b
stepped up  Our agr \ di d at the rate ol'
3 5 per cent per annum dunng uzc first tho Plan periods A sigrufi-
cant feature was that mn some parts of the country, 1 Gujarat, Punjab
and Madras, an increase of more than 5 per cent per annum was
achieved, while sn Assam, Onssa and West Bengal, there was only 2
marginal sncrease of about § per cent per anpum
There 13 1o reason why the tugh rates of growth afready attamed
1 some parts of the country should not be actueved all over the country
The farmer has to be provided with the necessary impetus—better
seeds, better manures and irngation and credit factlities The Govern
ment 15 trying to do 1ts uimost i this regard However, the agncul-
tural departments 1n the States have to be much more active  They

Address to the Associgicd Chambers of Commerce and Jodustry of Inda,
Calcutta, December 21 1964
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must have more accurate figures about the production of different crops
The agricultural department and the Commumty Development Blocks
must work for the proper supply and provision of these facihities
"They must also see to 1t that they are fully utihsed  There should be a
apd Ink b these departments and the farm-
ers 5o that one helps and supports the other A special spint has to
be generated amongst the farmers so that they resolve to produce
more, so that they can feed the country and also earn more for
themselves A concerted effort has to be made to achieve this result
There was a refe to the possibility of agnicultural
output by all gt large-scale prod on a selected basis  Some
people are of the opmion that we have not carried out land reform
far enough 1n many places and that thus has come in the way of the
farmer doing his utmost to increase output It seems to me that both
these view points have validity in the night place and for thenghtcrop
Ceilings on land holdings are meant to reduce dispanties and, along
with the other measures for bnnging waste lands under cultivation,
afford better opportumities to the landless section of the population
At the same time, the Plan does visuahse an exemption from ceiling
1 certan b hes of agneul such as pl dairying, etc,
which require large scale 1avestment on a long term basis  The Plan
also provides safeguards for efficrently managed farms which consist
of compact blocks on which heavy wnvestments have been made
‘We are now o a stage of transition, moving from one Plan to
another  This 1s undoubtedly the time for a cool apprasal of the
effort that we have to undertake  There are and will be difficulties at
cach step 1n our march towards the goals of agricultural and ndus-
tnal development, of better social services and of a society which
ensures equality of opportunity to all the people—objectives which we,
as a nation, have placed before ourselves since Independence At
each stage, we shall have to take note of any specal difficulties that
might anse and make pecessary adjustments 1n our policies and
operation devices  In today’s situation we have to take measures to
curbwnflation  Some of these may seem somewhat irksome to Govern-
ment departments who have been called upon to curtall expenditure,
as well as to the private sector But the steps necessary to check
mflaion are far less panful than the consequences of persistent
flation
Even while we deal with our present problems and difficulties,
we cannot lose sight of the future, we cannot afford to be faint hearted
We must continue our efforts We must find new ways of domg
things better than 1n  the past and we must seek new resources to
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sustamn this performance in the future  This 1s a task (0 which your
b can be & signib one
A bnef Memorandum on the fourth Fise Year Plan has already
been prepared  In o way, this Memorandum s essentially an snvitas
tion to Central Mimistnes, State Governments, pnivate jadustry and
others to submit or prepare more detailed proprammes and projects
s well as to work aut supporting policy measures so that & draft Plan
could be prepared and presented to the covntry for discussion and
camment, Without even o rough prehminary framework, the vanous
agencies responsible for making detmled proposals do not have a
reasonable baus for doing so At this stage, therefore, the numbers
and proportions and targets tn the Memorandum on the Plan should
not be tooked upon as representing final or fully conndered wiews
and deaisions  Much work remains to be done before even a daft
of the Plan could be submtted
The accent in the Tourth Plan must be on the well bang of the
common man  In the course of the next ten years or so, 1t will be
our endeavour to ensure a mmmum Lving standard to our people
In the retlsation of this objective the pavate sector will necessanly
have 1o play an important role 1n as much as the consumer industnes,
including agneulture, fall almost entirely within the ambit of the pn-
vate sector  The investment envisaged in the pnivate sector as a whole
would be more than a third of the total investment 1n the Tourth
Plan and the share of the pnvate sector in orgamsed mdustnes 15 ex-
pected to be almost half of the total investment in the industnaf field
Such a large imestment prog presents a chall to pnivate
enterprise which has to press into service afl its ingenuity to tap 10
vestible funds from all possible saurces It would, i particlar, be
necessary to make specml efforts for enlarmng surpluses through cost
and and to utdsse them for re-avestment
1n the intesest of the economy  The Government on ats part will do
all 1t reasonably can fo assist private enterpnse to fulfil the targets
assigned to it in the Plan
T know that there are many difficulties 1n the way of setting up few
Tne ge of forogn et Yms peen doppmE O
at cvery step  The md which we recewve from frendly countries no
doubt makes a most valuable b Private from
abroad i approp fields, Ty 1n ndi whete we arc
sceking to introduce new techmaques, has also to be sumulated  But,
above all, we must intensify our efforts to increase exports both of our
traditional items and of our newer products
T am aware that there have been considerable difficulties 1a rasing
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fresh capital 1n the market. Not many new industnes have come
up during the last two years  This slackness must go so that there 15
greater industnal output and more of employ What
need to be adopted to get over this slugmshness 1s a matter whuch 1s
recerving the senous attention of the Government.  The responsibility
for achieving the targets set mn the Plan, whether for public or for
private enterprise, 15 2 national one and we have all got to put our
mnds together 1o ensure that the weakness of one sector does not
impair the strength of another
We have to heep our social abjective cleasly 1n view and the indus-
tnahists and businessmen and the Government have to work for one
common objectne In that context the growth of private industries
15 welcome as it forms part of our economuc development. Your
orgamsation can play a vital role i the growth and expansion of in-
dustries and create a new sense of purpose and achievement in the
business commumty
Industrialisation 1s not an end i stself It 1s essential as it -
creases the supply of goods which people need and provides employ-
ment and livehbood to our growming population. Clearly then, mn the
choice of measures to beip industry, the Government cannot forget the
interests of labour or of the consumer Indeed, the mam reason why
the Government tres to regulate and control mdustry 1s to ensure fair
play to workers and consumers The Bonus Commussion and the
Monopolies Commussion became necessary because of thus basic
concern of the Government. Nothing would make the Government
happier than to see an mcreasing sense of social responsibilityin todus-
try since this will make it possible for the Government to concen
trate more on measures to help industry rather than to control it
Indeed, i the context of the present pnice situation, 1 feel that imndustry
itself couldand should evolve certain measures to ensure that ats
P reach the ul at farr prices
Apart from the workers 1t directly craploys and the customers st
serves, industry also has a responsitility to the as a2 whole.
I am glad that you welcome our efforts to eliminate tax evasion and
avordance, whether by big people or small  Each man sho evades
taxes adds to the burden which falls on the hopest tax payer The
G must der the of d money senous-
13, and take steps fo mitigate ts evil ' We do want the cooperation of

all 1n this matter  Let us hope that thc problem m its present
formdable form will cease to exst.




DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND WORLD TRADE

HE YEAR 1965 falls mn the middle of what the United Nations have
designated as the Development Decade Tn doing so, the United
Nations have recogmsed that the crucial task before humamty today
ts to help the developing countries on the road to progress, (o enable
them to attan a reasonable standard of living and to bamish hunger
and disease and allteracy from the world Consultavrons towards
this end at Government fevel have been going on at the UN and its
specialised agencies, 1n the World Bank, 1n the GATT and 1n the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and, last but not the Jeast, m the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development which met n
Geneva last year
It 15 1n the fitness of things that such consultations and exchanges
should take place not only between Governments but at ail levels,
h: farly between of ndustry, trade and banking
and all the people who are engaged i different forms of economue
endeavour which add to the wealth of the nations The problems

are many and great Cooy between Gi and co-
operation between private bodies and agencies have to go hand m hand
Tam dent that your delib will make a significant contri-
bution to the dial between developed and developing countries

and prove helpful to both

We 1 India, as many of you may know, have been engaged, since
our Independence, in the task of develor through
Five Year Plans  Two such Plans have been completed and we arc
about to enter the final year of our Third Plan A penod of fifteen
years 15 not 4 long one 1n the history of a nation, yet we can look back
with some satisfaction at what has been achieved 1 the last decade
and a half Despite the increase 1n population, we have managed to
rasse the per caplta consumption of foodgrans and cloth  We have
made & visible 1mpact on iliteracy and disease There has been an
1ncrease 1n the per capita consumption of shoes, bicycles and sugar
These commodities may seem quite elementiry to you, but they
are stll not within the economie reach of large sections of our
people
Agnculture 15 the mamn source of hvelihood for over two thirds
of our population  In the first decade of planming, 1t recorded a rate
of growth of nearly 3% per cent a year which 1s by no meaus small
But with about 30 per cent of the land stll without imgation,

Speech inaugurating_the 20th Congress of the Intermational Chamber of
Comierce New Deihy® February 8 1965
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agriculturat d m India tobe d dent on the
vagaries of the monsoon The first three years of the ‘nurd Plan were
years of refatively low production which caused an upsurge in prices
n 1964 Fortunately the crop prospects now are remarkably good
The prices of foodgr and other agncultural products have begun
to come down The shortages we cxpenenced last year have brought
home to all of us the crucial importance of agriculture  In the Fourth
Plan, a concerted effort will be made to sustain a fugh rate of growth
1n agneufture

Agricultural progress, vital as 1t 15, cannot by 1tself solve the prob-

lem The culuvated agncultural land comes to Jess than one acre per
head of populanon Only mdustry can relieve the pressure on land
and thus make possible 2 real ampr 10 the dard of living of
the people Indecd ewen Jtural d d ds 10 2 greal
extent on the supply of fertilizers and msocucxdcs, stoel and cement,
which are the products of mmdustry Thereis no getting away from the
fact that the industrial base has got to be widened m Indin, The
production of engneenng and chemical industries has been increasing
1 the past few years at rates close to 15 to 20 per cent per annum

Electricaty generation bas been nising at the rate of more than 10 per
cent per annum  Our steel production 15 now o the neighbourhood of
6 millton tons and schemes of further expansion are tn hand  In such
progress as we have achieved so far, the help and cooperation that
we bave receved from other countries, farge and smatl, from the East
and the West, through private agencies and Govermnment channels,
has made a most siguificant contnbution  But the fact remains that
the per capita mcome of an Indian 15 sull less than one rupee a day

or less than six dollars a month

If I bave talked 5o far of Indian problems and of Indian expenence,
1t 15 because 1 know them best and also because 1 feel that the basic
problems which we have ta face and which we are facing are common
to ali developmg countries, whether they are 1 Asia or Africa or Latn
Amenca.

Basically, the greatest shortage 1n all developing countnes 15 that
of capital.  Whle these countries must do everything possible to en-
courage the formation of domestic capital, st 15 quite clear that their
own efforts will not suffice to achieve a tolerable rate of progress
In these arcumstances the infiow of capital from commumties with
high levels of voluntary savings can make a tremendous difference
to their rate of economic growth, It may well fill the huge gap bet-

ween sequirements and avadability to which your President, Mr Steel,
bas referred
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The difficulues and impediments which stand 1n the w1y need to be
analysed objectively and dispassionately by a body like the ICC.
There are many purely psychological factors on both sides  Investors
ase apt to feed that there are too many sy in imesting in develop-
ing countnies  On the other hand, in developing countnies, pantly for
tustoneal reasons, there are apprehensions thot the influx of prvate
foreign capital may fead to an indirect form of (oreign snfluence  To
shat euent sve the doubts on either side real and to what edtent are
they imagnaty 2 How can they be alliyed 7 These are practical
issues which should be squarcly faced  In doing so, there should be a
genune attempt to appreqiate and understand the dufficulties on both
sides  Developing countnes cannot expect that prvate caputal will
come to them on terms fess favourable than are avaitable (o 1t else-
where  Equally, imvestors must reahse that the policies which de-
seloping countries pursue are born out of the hard realities of therr own
conditions  If they appear to tax industries heavily, 1t 1s because they
hase to provide so many services and uthities to sustain them, and
because profits in sheltered markets, where scaraity rmther than
competition s thorule, tend tobe hgh I this Congress, wath its
constructive approach, comes forward with recommendations which
take 1nto account the realities of the situation, 1have no doubt that
a good deal of progress can be achieved 1n promoting hberal attitudes
on either side

Another major shortage which hampers deselopment 1s that of
foreign exchange This shortage s reflected in efforts to curtal
domestic consumption tn a country where the stendards of consump-
tion are already very low, so us to make more products available for
export  But there are other factors 100 All 100 ofien when deve
foping countries arc in a position to increase thest exports to the markets
of industrishsed nations, they come up agunst barners of a formidable
nature  This 1s indeed a sad phenomenon 1 a world m which there
18 a growing tecogmition of the fact that greater and freer trade feads
to greater prosperity  Most countries in Europe today have, through
a Customs Union or a I'ree Trade Arca Agreement, abolished trade
‘barriers between tnemsehres  FeY Ve smnt tUUMMCS Xtm Y0 YoIn

protectionist when it comes to admuitting imports from  detcloping

Far from r | which would help
provide resources for development, they often come up aganst_festric-
tionsofad y nature  Afthough these imped: formally

emanate from the Governments concerned, the actual pressure
behund them 1s that of industnalists and businessmen It seems to
me, therefore, that the ] CC which has always stood for freer trade
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can uscfully propose ways and means whereby developing countries
can have beiter access 10 the markets of mdustriahsed countnes

Technology 13 yet another field m which greater cooperation bet-
ween nations would accclerate the pace of development 1 many
parts of the globe

Despite the very valuable services provided by the ICC there
stll remamns a great need for coop at the of 1 levels,
between enterprises and industrial umts, so that know how could be
transmutted directly from wuser to user How cooperation 1 these
matters can be further strengthened will, T trust, be engagmg your
attention m your deliberations here

A REALISTIC VIEW

Ecowmc development s the keynote of our pohcies and pro-
grammes  Progress has to be made both 1n the agnicultural and
the industrial sector So far as foodgrans are concerned, we have
passed through a cnsis It was a difficult petiod, a penod of scaraty
and of soanng prices  To be frank, the Government did not get any
cooperation from the trading commumty, especially from those
dealing with foodgrams We had to adopt a policy of tghtemung
regulations and checks Our policy has bome frut There were
dufficul but uf ly the d h of food on a State to-
State basis did the job The needs of the different States and
of the country as a whole were met although the people did have to
face a difficult situation

In the mndustral field too there has been constant progress and
development A large number of 1ndustnes have been set up 1 both
the public and the prnivate sector The progress might have been
slow 1n certam sectors or 1 some projects duning this period but if we
take things as a whole, T think our future seems to be quite bnght
and hopeful T mmght mention that in the Jast year of the third Five
Year Plan peniod, we expett to have much greater production and, per
haps, the greatest dunng the Jast few years It seems to me that for
India there 15 Ro alternative to heavy taxation in the general interests
of our society We have big responsibilittes  We have to find re-
sources for the implementation of our Plans and to achieve certam

From speech at apnual meetmg of the Federation of Iad:
Commerce and Industty New Delht March 19 1965 © an Chambers of
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targets. Inthat context we have 1o resort 1o heavy taxation and
although individually we have to suffer, we will have to accept 1tin
the general interest of our country
Our objectine, as you know, 15 socialism  We cannot have a kind
of free As e i i a d y—and d
15 the basis of our political structure—we cannot have a regimented
type of economy esther  We have therefore to evolve our own pattern
There has to be a muxed cconomy , both the public and prvate sec-
tors must function in India T would suggest that the private sector
and the public sector should not work at cross-purposes with each other
Wherever public sector projects have come up, a large number of pn
vate industnes have also been established  In fact, new cities and new
colonies have come up near the sites of public sector projects In the
areumstances, 1 do not feel that there 1s any conflict or clash between
the public and the prvate scctor companies or factories  What our
country needs today 1s more production  As I said, whether 1t 1s done
1 the private sector or in the public sector, it means the same thing
Tt really means g tng more employment to our people as well as pro-
ducing more goods in India so that we do not have to depend on
foreign countries
We have 1n our budget proposals provided for for greater
production  In fact, the budget i production-oricnted Relief m
excise duty has been provided for  In case there ts greater production
in certain commodities, rehiel 1 excise duties will be given There s
als0 reduction 1n personal taxation and, as far as [ can see taxauon
measures have been tattonaksed and put on a more stable basis
Quality and cost are as important &s yncrease in production  In
this respect our experience has not been very happy  The budget
proposals provide ncentives \\h:rcby a developing country Iike
ours can pete with more ad m the world market
1 shall not go into details but I would like to suggest that this 1s one
of the important things which must receive your very careful const
deration
1t 1s hugh time we realised the amportance of consulung our tech
nicians and scientists 1T the necessary know how and other faciitics
are not available here, we ceriamly must go to foresgn techruaans and
foreign partners for prepanng project reports and so on It s of
course, much easier and much quicker to band over the entire work
to foreign p or tech but 1f we really
want 1o bmld up India, we will have to depend more and mote on our
h an

own
Our Fourth Plan has to be bold and ambitious  Needless to say,
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our needs and requirements 1n every sector of our economy, 1n every
ficld, whether social or other, are tremendous  We have put the size
of the Plan at about Rs 21,500 crore  Even then 1t 15 not possible to
meet all the demands of the State Governments or of different Mims-
tries of the Government of India

1 do not mean to suggest that we should not take a realistic view
of things Tt 1s very important that we should carefully scrutinise our
resources I do not want us to be placed 1n 2 difficult position some-
where 1n the middie of the fourth Five Year Plan peniod If we are
careful 1n examimng our resources and plan accordingly, there 15 no
reason why we cannot go ahead successfully with our Plan projects
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KEY TO THE FOOD PROBLEM

WE HAVE yet to recover from the big shock we received recently i
the passing away of our great leader, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

We would have Lked to wait for some time, but the question you
have to der today has ] great and great urgency
In the present situation 1 felt that our Inlc Pame Minuster would
have summoned you here to consider the problems and come to some
prompt and quick decsion I thought I should follow 1 hus foot
steps and request you all to come here and benefit from your advice

The present problem of tackling the food aituation can be considered
in two ways that 15, we can consider the short term measures and the
ong term measures  In the short term measures, we may have to
take very quick and prompt action  But while thinkang of the short
term , We cannot pletely 1gnore the long term measures

1In fact, the real key to the problem 1s increased food production
n our country and unless we achieve our objective i thus regard we
wifl always be faced with a difficult snuauan It 1s unfortunate that
low food prodi should jeop: our every now and
then and prcscm us with a crisis cach ume It 1s therefore of great
mmportance to consider seriously fong term measures even whule we
gue thought to immediate remedies

In so fat as long term are d, Ifindst bl
1o believe that we cannot increase our food production or that we can
not fight the shortage of food in our country The pomnt 1s how we
are to do it Thus 1s the question we have to consider

The Commumty Development Department should be lhe most

effectne d n the present g
My fcclmg 15 that the Commumty Dcvclopmcnl Dcp:mmenl should,
for the next one year at least, on the qu of!

agnenltural production  Every worker 1 the block should see to it
that every field, every but of agricultural Jand in hus area 1s fully attended
to Every field must be surveyed and its potentiafity nssessed After
s1x months there should be a review of tatgets and results for each
field If the results are factory, the C: D

officers and other officers should consider the reasons forit We have to
work more 1n the ficld and less 1n our offices  The late Prime Mims
ter used to lay the utmost stress on the impertance of the work of the

&nauzunl address at the Cluef Muisters Conferesce, New Delbd Juse 24
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agricultural departments 1n the States  In fact, he had once even
suggested, 1f T am not wrong, that the Food and Agneulture Depart-
ment should be taken over by the Chiel Minssters themselves I am
not mahing that suggestion at the present moment, but only pointing
out what great importance he attached to 2t This was because our whole
economy 15 based on adequate food production and does not depend
too much on tmports The Food and Agniculture Minster and hus
Mimnstry should recenve the fullest support from all the State Gov-
ernments  Finanaal difficulues or hurdles should not come 1n the way
In that connection 1 would suggest that officers of the agniculture
departments 10 the States should be working more 1n the fields  Of
course, some officers are needed an the Seeretanat, but at the distnet
fevel, officials of the agnculture departments should be much more
1n contact with the people and wath the cultivators,

Sometimes cven when water 15 available, the fenant and the cult
vator are not 1n a position to utiise 1t 1o the best manner possible
We have waited long and it 15 ume we went to the villapes ourselves
So far as T am concerned, I propose to go without the pomp and show
of a Pnme Mimster

1t 13 better 10 go and stay in a far-off village for three or four days
and iry to establish real contact with the people To do this, we
must stay with the people and talk to them  We have thonght over
these matters earlier and talked of them many times but most of
us wncluding myself are guilty of pot having done much about 1it.  As
soon as we hold office we get avolved 1o many problems, we have to
Jook to many thuags. Yet once of twice in a year, 1t should be posuble
for each and every one of us to go and hive 1n willages for at least
three days  If we meet 2 hundred or two hundred people we will

really know what the actual position 15 If we take the lead, I have
no doubt the officials and the departments concerned will try to follow
us But whether we give the lead or not, the officials cannot shirk
their own responsibdities

‘We have made tremendous progress 1 industnes and the achieve-
ment 15 somethung marvellaus, of I may use that word  But agniculture
sull remans a sleeping partner  Why has this happened ? Some-
tumes 1 feel that so far as ndustries are concerned 1t 1s easier to tackle
them It 15 an orgamised sector But m the case of agreulture,
where you have to deal with millions, where you have to deal with
vast areas and & dispersed population, we are not so good, although
weshould havebeen We dertved all our strength before independence
from the peasant aed from the cultivator

In our freedom struggle, 1t was the cultivator, 1t was the peasant,
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who lent us hus fullest support. But our new officers do not fad 1t
casy to give the peasant a new Lfe and new enthusiasm again per-
haps because of various problems  We must realise that what counts
most 1n the matter of food and agriculture 1s the human factor, the
human element
I am told that not much has been done about the package pro-
gramme yet It 1s a big expenment, a big tnal, where you supply
the cultivators with all the things they need  But as far as I know
the achievement so far has not been very sigmficant  If we concentrate
on certam sectors 1n certamn areas and 1f we do not produce the destred
results, it would depress me and depress all of you This package
praogramme needs your fullest attention It 13 a model of what 1s to
be done throughout the country, and will be a pomnter to what we
lzck and what we should do iz the case of other areas
Increased producuon 15 of the highest wmportance, but perhaps
3t 1s 1n 0o way less important that we should make the necessary arrange~
ments to distribute foodgramns satsfactonly If the distnbution 1s
properly done, there 1s not so much fluctuation 1 prces I do not
say that the prices of foodgrains can be isolated from the general
economic problems of the country—our geperal economuc situation,
our fiscal policies and other measures they all have to be taken to-
gether Even so, Yy t can result
1 soanng prices and other difficulties
Prices have gone very high Wholesale prices m India are now
at the hughest level ever reached and we are entenng the difficult lean
season when prices normally nise further  The general index at 144 5
on May 30, 1964, 15 8 6 per cent above the fevel a year agoe  Prices
of foodgrains and other agneultural commodities 1 particular have
risent sharply 1n the past year While prices of food articles have gone
up by 13 per cent, cereal prices have mcereased as much as 16 5 per
cent Tius nise an prices 1mposes, 1t 15 needless to add, extreme hard-
ship on large sections of the people and it 18 naturally the foremost
problem 1n people’s mnds today
As I saud earlier, our enfire developmental effort for which we have
donled 2 these years acd sasficed so much asan dagger - There ate
many factors causing this rise m prices and we wll bave to review
them But the major cause s the nse 1n prices of foodgraims, specially
cereals It makes me very sad to see that one reason for the
shortage of food 1s that certamn sections of the people do not fully
realise their responstbilities in the matter Foodgrams are available,
cereals are available and available withun the country, and yet they
are not coming into the market, This 18 2 most unfortunate sttuation.
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It 1s essenttal that the Government should have adequate stocks
at its disposal  We must have buffer stocks and for that the Govern
ment will have to procure foodgramns At the present moment, 1
am not talking of State trading as such. But what 1S mportant 15
for us to have an adequate reserve so that we can fight the trading
community if they do not behave

1t has been suggested, and nghtly so, that there should be pnee
support for the cultivator We should prowsde for it It has been
suggested by all Food Mimsters  But alongside the producer there
15 the consumer, and for him too there should be some kind of maximum
price

We have at present large stocks of foodgrains, but they will have
to be replemshed when the foodgrains are allocated to different States
“The trade should know that even today we can meet the situation by
thrawing foodgramns mto the market Yot we want lo be careful,
stocks must be replemshed smmediately so tbat we do not run short
later on  Therefore, our effort has been to get m touch with some
countries and I am glad that both the United States of Amerca and
Palustan have responded £ bly and promptly There should
now be no feeling of scarcity 1n the country When there 15 a scare,
complicatsons arse I very much wish that the whole country should

know that we can meet the present situation without any difficulty
There will be no shortage and T think the pnices will also be stabilised

THE[CENTRE{ HELP,ORJINTERFERENCE *

I HAVE not much to say sice the Food Minuster has deatt with almost
all the smportant ponts rased here, elaborately and 1z a compre-
hensive manner This conference has specrally met to think of steps
and measures which wll tide over the present food ensis  The situa
tron wn the States 15 undoubtedly very difficult, besides the shortage
there 15 a strange kind of psychology prevalent 1n different parts of
our country, 2 good many rumours have been spread that there 18
shartage both of wheat and mce and the traders are free to
explost the present situation ¥ would like you 1o remove that doubt
and suspicion from the munds of our people 1 can say wath some assur
ance that for the next two months there will be absolutely no difficulty

From addresy
New Dettr Juge 2‘6‘ %ﬂamd“dm: sesuon of the Chief Ministers Conference
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i the supphes of adequate foodgrams, both wheat and rice, to
different States

1 am quite cfear that maximum prices will hase 10 be fixed  As
the Food Mimster sasd, 1t 15 a matter which might take some time
We should prepare oursehves for 1t and we must have the necessary
machinery as far ps possible we should try to have an honest machinery
It would be most unfortunate 1f the staff concerned did not play the
game Since we started providing grains from the Centre, we have
thought 1 terms of tmports but now the States also feel that they can
thus get foodgrains from the Centre

The Ccnlm will intervene or interfere whenever there 15 o senous
or Y But this ference should not become
a proctice

T think the States—-those which have a defiait s well as thase with
a surplus—shoutd meet T think 1t should be perfectly possible for,
say, two or three Chiel Ministers to meet and settle amongst themselves
the quotas which should be sent 10 the deficit States.

We must not forget the cooperatine societies in these transactions,
the movement of foodgrains from one place to the other, and thetr
marketing, ‘There 13 a great future for cooperative socicies  And
3f you really want the weaker sections of the community to be benefited
in different ways, either through multipurpose cooperative societres
or consumer cooperative societies or credit cooperative societics,
they gre just the thung which would really help us

1t 15 regrettable that those who are in charge of cooperatives—
officals and non-offiials—have not fully reahised how they have to
function today Despite this, for there are failings everywhere, co-
operative societies must_be keptlm mind

APPEAL TO THE FOODGRAIN TRADE

ORE THAN & month has passed since we last met n New Delhy

o discuss the food situation The position has continued to

cause the deepest concern to all of us and that 1s why T am writing to
you personally on the subject

1 do not want to go mnto the ot

of the causes underfying the present crisis We have to face the sttua.

tion as (t 1s today ‘The shortage of foodgrains has caused serous

From letter 1o Chief Mimsters, Avust 8 1963
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problems and whatever may be the reason, the Government have
10 increase the supplies fo the people As an immediate measure,
the Government have no alternative but to import cereals from abroad
and as quickly as possible Despite the fact that we are short of
foreign exchange, we are doing everything possible to :mport all that
we can 1n the shortest possible time
1t 35 regrettable that the wheat crop last year was poor and we are
1n short supply of wheat also But under the PL 480 Programme
of the United States, supples have been and can be stepped up substan-
tially
Some time back there was a bunching of ships 1n the ports of
Calcutta and Bombay There was some trouble about the unloiding
of ships carrying foodstuffs  Quick steps were taken to remove the
difficultres of the workers and the sttuation appears to have mmproved
considerably. Now there are not many waiting shups carrying food-
stuffs  Nevertheless, I would like to appeal to everyone working
1n the ports, 1n whatever capacity, to remember that foodgramns are
wital for the commumty and the workers should not n any way be-
come responsible for agpravating the present complicated situa-
uon
It has been decided to divert stups to different ports 1n the coming
months, so that there 1s the mmmum of delay and the delivery of
grans to different States becomes easier and quicker The radways
have also been advised to give top prionity to the movement of food-
grains and already the quota of wagons has been stepped up, even
doubled 1n many astances As the tempo of movement from the
ports quickens, the ships will also arnve more promptly
1 feel that the tmpact of farger imports will begin to be felt by the
end of this month  In between, and even thereafter, 1t 1s essential that
our own domestic production should reach consumers all over the
country with the mummum of nteference and bold ups  The re-
strictions which exist on movements from State to State and zone
to zone have to be operated as instruments of an integrated all India
polcy and mrthowt wndae partalty 6o the mexds of surplus Stacey
Not all the stocks of foodgrains are 1n the hands of the Government,
Central or State Large quantities are 1n the hands of the trade
Thus 1s natural. What 15 wrong 1s that traders with stocks should
conceal them rather than bring them out into the market. The
State Governments have been taking action to bring out the concealed
stocks  Personally, I would be happier if these stocks were freely
marketed by the trade itself, but the traders have not left us much
room for kope  Possibly they fear that once they bnng out the stocks,
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they will expose themselves and have to suffer penalties ‘They
are surely hable to penalties, but 1n the speaial situation exssting today,
when foodgrains must find therr way nto the market, I would go to
the extent of suggesting to you not to take any penal action where
any trader or stockist brings mto the open wﬂhm the next two weeks
any stocks of foodgr not d The stocks may
further be allowed to be sold in lhc open m:ukel at a reasonable price
Haweser, after the lapse of the penod of grace, firm measures will
have to be taken as has already been done 1n some places 1 do not
want to say more about this pomt. More than enough has already
been said, and 1t 15 now time to let firm action speak for itself 1
can only express the hope that even now the private trade will respond
to my appeal, wiil take into account the bitterness that 1s being created
ngainst them, and will so conduct themselves that such firm measures
do not become necessary
Cities, of course, are our main problem, but 10 some of the States
shortage and scarcity have affected the rural areas also and there has
been a ot of suffering on that acoount, I think that the bigger cities
Iike Caleutta, Bombny, Madras and Dclh: wx]l bave to be dealt with
1 g spectal way If st b Idbep d to intro
duce ratioming in these cities  We must have the neeessary machtnery,
at least 1n the larger ciues, so that whenever the need anses, it could
be brought into play at short nottee  The Union  Finance Mumster
has already offered to meet past of the cost of the enforcement staff,
and I do hope that you will go ahead with the setung up of this
machinery
In the yural areas, the supphes should be made through fair price
shops and the trade mn the rural areas should also play its part I
do hope the Panchayats will take upon themselves a special responst
bty in the present situatton Each and every village Panchayal
should keep an eye on every man 1n the village to see that there 13 no
starvation  Panchayats wall also be un 2 position to know who bas
foodgratn stocks They should use persuastve methods ta bring the
socks pad Xo sase they do npd suceesd, they shonld hung 1t to the
notice of the authonties concerned  They wall thus be domg a great
service to the people of thewr areas  Presidents of Panchayats and
other office-bearers of Panchayats should make 1t their duty to move
about 1 the villages 1a the course of the next two months and take
necessary measures fo try and solve their own problems as much as
they can  The distrct autbonties should try to do their best and
coopetate with them in this matter
Sunilarly, there are many ways i which the people m the cties
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can help themselves The larger hotels and restaurants that sene
a wide vanety of dishes can easily cut down ther consumption of
nee and wheat Non vegetanans can easily curtarl therr consump-
tion of cereals 1t mught be helpful to cut out nce from our diet,
especially 1n areas like Punjab, Delhy, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh  This can be done for a month  Those who cannot
do without nice can at least cut 1t out one day tn a week
While T have Jud much emphasis on the immediate 1ssues and
short term action, the Government of Jndia have prepared their long
term measures also  Our Food and Agnculture Mamster, Shn Subra
mamnam, has, 1n s Press statement, given an tndication of what we
propose to do  The imports, of course, will bave to continue and
perhaps m a farger measure so that we can build up the necessary
teserves  These reserves should consist both of indigenous as well
as wnported cereals  Various steps will have to be taken to procure
foodgrains indigenously from the producers without causing the least
harassment to them  We must start thinking of these measures from
now on because within another two or three months the Aharyf harvest
will be comingn  That will be the real testing ime for us and we can
not afford to be caught unprepared
The 1dea of the Foodgrains Corporation has already been mooted
by the Food and Agnculture Mimster and he 1s gomng ahead with
the scheme The Corporation will be able to procure durectly from
the culuvator, the wholesalers and from nice and flour mills It 15
expected that the State Food Trading Body walf start functioning from
next January
The most important thing for purchasing cereals from the market
1s the fixation of 2 ble pnce for the prod If the prod
gets remunerative prices he would humself wilingly part with s
produce It has been deaided that the producers’ prices will be fixed
and announced much before the sowing season so that the producer
will know beforehand what prce he will getand so putin his best The
setung up of an Agneut Prices C 1salsobeing considered
and a commuttee has been set up to go mto the details and draw up
the final scheme This work will be completed very soon and the
Commission will come 1to existence shortly thercafter
‘The mam solution of the food problem 1s neither import nor mak
ing up ‘3‘3 Shmee by other means The only real solution can be
P e cul will have to be mven all the
facilities to mncrease his production  If the cultivator, the Govern-
ment anthonties and public organssations could work i full coopera-
tion, 1t should not be mmpessible to have a sueable merease m aur
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production 1 know there 15 not muck point 1 talking about 1t
tet the results speak for the success of our cfforts  The Kkharif crops
have already been sown Something can stll be done to 1mprove
the yield of the kharif crops by measures such as the use of fertilizers,
proper weeding, timely 1ngation, pest control, etc, and 1 would
appeal to the cultivators and the extenston workers {0 do everything
possible 1n this direction  An even greater tnal for the Government
and the cultator will be when the rabf crops are to be sown  We
must start making preparations from now on As 1 have said earlier,
1t would be adwisable for Minusters and others to make frequent vistts
to the villages and sec things for themselves 1 have said the same
about myself also and 1 shall try to do my bit 1 this regard
An important step recently taken by the Food and Agnculture
Minster was to fix the consumer prices for nice in the four southemn
States of Andhra, Madras, Mysore and Kerala, This 15 3 bold
step, but ats success will 1ie sn 1ts proper enforcement 1t 15 there that
difficulties mught anse On the one hand, the trade will have to co-
operate and on the other, the distnct admimistration will have to main
tamn constant vigtlance If the trade does not cooperate the adminis
tration will have to deal with the situation 1 sometimes feel that
our admimistration today suffers from the fact that too many people
are content with desk work and leave all field work to Junior officals
of various kinds  The fixation of consumer prices will prove a fatlure
unless the district admimstration does 1ts job
While we are 1n the mdst of a foodgrait shortage, 1 have asked
the different Minstrics concerned to consider the question of prices
of some other items of goods which are also essental for our day 19
day ife  Sometimes the prices of these articles lead to an jncrease mn
prices of foodgrains Some of these ytems are cloth, vegetable oils,
sugar, matches, kerosene, tea, 503P and vanaspatt 1t 1s 1mportant
to fix the prices of these ytems and properly enforce them These
products are of |nterest to the common ‘man and to the low mcome
groups generally Prompt action has already been taken 1 regard
to the fixation of prces of popular varieties of cloth and 1t has been
decided not to leave it to voluntary control  We should, as 1 other
countries, generally adopt the pracuce of selling goods at fixed prices
Tn fact, there shouldbea dssplay of prices for all essential commodities
and they should be sold only at those prices It should become more
or less a matter of habit for the producer and the seller 0 know and
understand that there will be no undue profitecning at any time This
may take time but we must move 1n that direction wili it be possible

for some of the shopkeepers &t least to set an example 7 Let1t
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the duty of their or other vols Y OFg to give
@ lead n this regard T am sure that of they do 1t they will create tre-
mendous goodwill for themselves and also truly serve the people
1 would also like to suggest that there should be as many consumer
cooperative societies as possible  There may be shortcomungs in
thetr working, but the public workers should try therr level best to
run them 1 iy C societies do pve
much rehef to therr members especially m these hard umes  They
sell articles at o fixed pnce and the quality 13 also generally better
May T mentron here that recently special checks were carned out
quuetly 1 Delhi 1n order to study the retail prices of some of the com
modities? Tt was found that there was a premurm of one paisa over the
pninted price of matches But 1n @ certam area one shop quoted 3
stll lugher pnce  In one case an regard to the purchase of sugar,
the receipt was not given and the rate charged was also higher  There
was also a heavy premwm on Dunlop bicyele tyres. The general
tendency was not to show the pnce list. But on the whole, except
for some vanauon here and there, the prices of medscines were the
same all over the aity Philips electne bulbs and Dalda Vanaspats
are bemng sold at stamped pnces, the rates being fixed by the manu
facturers It 15 obvious that officers should frequently go round and
find out for themselves whether products are bemg sold at pnees
fixed by the Government Prompt and effectsve achon m hapding
a few cases will have a tonuc effect  Even this may not be necessary
af the people concerned know that the avthomties are going :u'ound
and keeping a close watch on the t Tt 1s, therefc
that the officuals realise thewr full responsibilities
Y am told that some kind of demoralisaion has set in among the
officials  Iam sorry to hearof it Y would adwise them to act without
fear or favour They must act boldly, and the Government will Jend
them full support  As things are gomg to be very difficult ;n the
next few months, I want the officers not 1o sufler from any dowbis
They are the agents of the Government to execute ns policies
and programmes If they hesitate 1n the execution and enforcement
of the schemes drawn up by the Government, however good these
may be, they will not sncceed
May 1 also appeal to you alf to keep foremost 1n mund the need to
cooperate amongst ourselves if we are to tide over thus criis  Harass-
ed as you are by your own dufficultres, 1t 1s only natural that you should
be inchined to smpose vanous and enforee that
mught help to ease the situation m your own State cven though they
may cause greater difficullies in the nerghbounng States  Unless the
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States cooperate with one another and keep the all India picture 1n
mind, we shall only be adding to our difficulties There 1s a natural
tendency for surplus States to hold on to their stocks so that the post
tion does not deteriorate 1 their own areas  But if every State that
15-surplus 1 any commodity—and 1t need not be foodgrans—decides
to reserve the major portion of that commodity for itself, then things
will become altogether wmpossible I would, therefore, appeal to
you all to please desist from any measures that wil add to the diffi-
culties of other States, whatever the temptation I can assure you
that the Government of India will spare no effort to see that you are
not made to suffer on account of any cooperation or help that you might
extend to those who are 1n greater need
T would also appeal to the leaders and members of the poliical
parties They have every nght to cmticise the Government and 1n
the present situation they should have and really do have full oppor-
tunity to expose the deficiencies of the Government They can also
publicly express their anger and fodge protests The Government would
really benefit if they were to take nto account this expression of
feelimgs  However, I do not know 1f 1t would be adwisable to resort
to direct action  Some of the patties are already doing 1t and some
others have decided to launch 1t sooner or later This ss not good,
erther for the Government or for the political parties, and certamly
not for the peaple I do not deny that some of the criticism agamst
us 15 Justified, but m the next two months we have to do our best
with the cooperation of all to tide over the immediate crins 1 have
Do doubt that 1 this and the next month things will definitely im-
prove when cereals armve from abroad  Qur new stocks of indigenous
nce will also start armiving 1 the market m the month of October
May 1 say, 1o all humility, that the present situation calls for 2
nattonal all party approach  There really 1s no alternative 1n 2 difi
cult situation Like this where the question of avaability of food 18
mvolved The matter 15 so vital that 1t demands common constructive
thinking from all parties, from the Government and the Opposition,
from the adoumstration and the people, from the Centre and the
States If such a spint emerges out of the present cnsis, I am sure
1t would be good for us and good for the country as a whole
Much of what I have sard concerns not merely the State Govera-
meats, but also others—labour leaders, political leaders, members
of the trade, and so on ¥ am, therefore, taking the Liberty of givioga
copy of this Jetter to the Press as well
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FOOD PROCUREMENT

Tma MAW point before us today 15 How do we deal with the
difficulties about food 7 There are no doubt two steps that we
havetotake First,we have to get foodgrams from within the country,
from wherever 1t 1s posstble o from wherever they are available, whether
1t 15 Punjab, Madhya Pradesh or Andhra Pradesh How we get them
15 a separate matter on which much has been sud  The alternative
15 to mmport from abroad However much we may dishke 1mporting
foodgrains, at the present moment we have no chotee but to depend
upon mports from different countres If in the course of the next
few months we re able to smport a good quantity of wheat and nice,
1t will become possible for us to tide over the present difficulty
Faur price shops are yery important, and we want to ncrease
their number  We may have to do 1t 1n the course of the next few
weeks if 1t 15 necessary  But what 1s smportant 1s that these fair price
shops should be managed well  There 15 no point 11 tuding the fact
that there 15 a good deal of leakage from the fair pnice shops T was
1ol that 1n one of the States about 25 per cent to 30 per cent of the
cereals provided to the fair prce shops were smuggled out, of feaked
out, and they were sold 1n the open market Therefore, 1t becomes
essential that there should be o constant wigil and watch over
these fair price shops I might also add that i the rural areas espectally,
the fair price shops have not functioned properly 1t 1s mmportant,
of course, that the admimstration should deal with this, yet 1t 1s 2dvis
able for the Panchayats to take more snterest 10 the matter  Other
non-officrals should also keep an eye on the fair price shops 1n the
interests of their better functioing
We must remember that during the last threc years we have subst
dised foodgrams 1n fair prce shops to a very great extent T thunk,
1n 1961, 1t was round about Rs 15 to 16 crore, the subsidy ncreas
ed to Rs 21 crore 1n 1962, it rose to Rs 36 or 37 crore 10 1963
and 1t seems that i the year 1964 the figure mught go up to Rs 50
crore  It1s obvious that the Government are keen that those who
cannot afford to purchase foodgrams 1n the open market should get
them at cheaper rates from fair price shops 4892’
As regards floods, there are sull some difficult areas  Uttar Pra-
desh, for mnstance, 15 badly affected and there 15 widespread water
loggng Northem Bihar s alsom a difficult stuation and those areas
which have been affected by floods are 1n a bad way Even a State
Iike Punjab, which 1s a granary of food for the country, of at least
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for the northern part of our country, is faced with serious difficultes,
especially in the Rohtak Jhajjar area A large area of Delht 15 also
in nyery poor pight So are arcas in Gujarat, and rural Maharashtra
Al these flood affected areas have to be helped out 2 good deal
T thuink that of the problem of water logging 15 solved 1n Punjab,
we may et about two Jakh fons or at least one lakh tons of wheat from
that area It 15 & very fertide area, but large tracts are unculturable
or have become unculturable because of water loggmng
Formerly, when an area was affected by floods, the Kisan was
not able to sow the Aharif crop, or the Aharif crop was damaged, but
the Kisan could always depend upon the rabl crop  But in the flood
affected areas, the situation has come to such a pass that there 1s danger
of the Kisan not bamg able to sow even the rabi crops  In the water
logged areas, things are still worse  For years together, they have not
been able to produce anything
1 am referning to ts matter because T feel that very special atten
tion 18 called for by the vamous depariments concerned It s
the wview of an expert engineer that many areas have been affected,
because of canals which have been constructed duning the last few
years, because of some bridges and culverts of the raiways, and also
beeause of some newly-bumlt roads  Becauss there 15 no coordination
between the different departments involved, the water logging persists
I am sorry to be cnucal of the Government or of the admmstra-
tion, but 1 can say from my own cxpenence that no department 15
pared to shoulder the responsibul If you mention it to the
railways, they will say . * We have nothing 1o do with 11, the brdges
or the culverts were built a Jong time back™  If you go to the Trans-
port Mimistry, they will say  “*Well, the roads are all ght, and, there
fore, there should no be problem ™ If you refer to the lrmigauon
Department, well, they are & law unto themselves
In saying this, | am aware of the reflection on myself and T accept
that I should be held responsible  But T do want to emphasise that
the adminsstration must realise 1ts responsibufity in this matter, and
get rd of this  system of each department working 1 2 sort of water
tght compartment We are a vast Government, and naturally every
Minsstry 15 becormng bigger and bigger It 1s, therefore, even more
essential that there should be proper coordimation
1would only like to add one morc point Jtis essential that loading,
loading and despatch of food, to different areas should be
expedited and arranged efficiently  Of course, 115 the ports that ace
loading and unloading  Next come the rail
proved considerably dunng this period There

mamly concerned with
ways Things bave 1m
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has been quick loading and unloading. As regards labour, there
was some difficulty, but they have responded well and the raifways
have also carned on their work efficiently and effectively dunng tins
penod

This of course applies to a short period I do not want to take
2 complacent view I think our responsibility 15 very great and I
see difficult days ahead, at least for the next two months—September
and October—until the new harvest comes  But I do not want 1n any
way to create a feehng of demorahisation 1n the country or amongst
oursehves I have no doubt that we will be able to overcome the
present enisis without any seqious trouble

As for imports, there has been some delay because of trouble in
the Amencan ports  However, several countries have helped usin
diverting ships 1o India and 1t would, therefore, be possible for us
10 get adequate food dunng the third week of this month,

As I said, 1 do not envisage any special dufficulty in feeding our
people Things may not be 1o our entire satisfachion, yet gve will
not bave to resign lves to anything d

Wiuchever way we look atit, an increasemn the production of
foodgrains 15 essential Towards this end, I would merely mention
two new steps which we propose to take There 1s the production part
of 1t and there s the distnbution part.

Insofar as production 1s concerned, the Food Mimster has an
nounced that we want to fix the prices of foodgrains for producers
1 say that this 1s a revolutionary step It has not been done so far,
although we have been thinking about 1t for some titme  Yet I can
not ignore what Dr Lofua said the other day, that if we give hugher
prices to the producer, st would mean that the foodgrains would also
be priced lugher  This 13 an aspect of the problem which needs to
be carefully considered.  And 1t has also to be realised that for a country
like the Umted States of Amenca 1t 15 easy to fix hugh prices or higher
pnees  Thewr economy s an economy of prospenty Our economy

15 an economy of, I won’t say poverty, but anyhow

1 would like to appeal to all Hon Members to kindly Tend ther
help to us 1o this matter It 18 very easy to form umons and organsa-
uons and demand higher wages, and I think 1t mught be done  But
to begin with, 1if we start with that kind of agitauon, my feehng 1s
that the scheme 1tself wall be klled.

It 15 desirable that an objecuve body of experts should consider
the guestion of fixation of pnices and make an od hoc anncuncement.
‘We do not want to delay the matter much. ‘The prices for rabi crops
have to be announced soon, because sowing will begn some tme
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the month of November, shightly earlier of later 1n some places  We
have appointed a commuttee of experts and officials at the Centre
with Shrt L. K Jha as Churman  The Fanance, Food and other
Minstnes concerned arc all sepresented on the commuttee Their report
about producers’ prices will be submutted some time next week
By the end of ths month, 1 hope they wiil also be able to submut their
eport about the pnces for wholesalers and retalers Thew's 1s 2
difficult task, no doubt, but they wail, at least for the next year,
carry on with 1t After that, T hope the month of January, the
regular Agncultural Prices Commussion will be set up as 4 permanent
body to do this work 1n the future
1 do not want to say much about how the Kisan should be helped

n regard to increasing production A great deal has already been
sud It mught be sad that 1 take & CONSCIVAUVE VIEW, but I feel that
1n the given circumstances, what 18 essential 15 that the hasan should
be helped to the utmost 1n small ways  What I'meanis mechamsed
farming 1s good and we may have farms like Suratgarh
have them as expenmental, ‘demonstration farms 1t would also help
us 1n adding to our present food productson, but by and large 1t 15 not
possible for the cultivator to take to mechamsed farming 1 fear that
if we did that, we would have to import machmery from abroad and
add to the burden on our foreign exchange Secondly, 1f we took
to mechanised farming on 2 large scale, the machnery would le
unused for months together, unless we could arrang® for enough
technical personnel Instead of being beneficial to the Kisans 1t would
be defimstely harmful We may go 1 for this at a later stage, but
Just at present what 18 needed 15 that the Kasan should get enough
water, better sceds, manures and the neoessary credit facilities

we can give these things to the Kasan, 1 have absolutely no doubt
that he will produce much more

1 remember very well what Pandit Jawaharlaln used to say He

always emphasised thus, and sud that he did not want these big bull
dozers, tractors, etc . that he only wanted to gve the Kisan mproved
ploughs and other improved implements which could
this country If any repaurs $ere ecessary, he sad; the
selves could do it, of people could be tavght te dot I fecl exactly

the same way and therefore T would suggest that the Government

should concentrate on the Kisan's basic needs 1 have 10 doubt
{hat the Hon Members will also agree with this at
One thing more 1 have saud so eaher, but ¥ mght repeat s
the commumty development blocks will bave & special responst ty
in this matter 1 have suggcsted. and Shn S K Dey, my colleague,
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entirely agrees, that the community development blocks, during the
next few years, should concentrate on increasing food production and
nothing else  They can, of course, do other things, but the mamn part
of their work should be to help the Kisan to increase fus production
1 would even go to the length uf sugges(mg that 1t should be the res
hility of the y officers 1o attend to each
and every field A proper survey should be made of the production
of each field, of the progress made i six months, and if there 1s no
progress, of the obstacles and difficulties the particular  Kisan had to
contend with Those difficulties and obstacles should then be removed
There should be a regular chart 1 do not suggest that we should merely
worh on paper My desire 15, 1n fact—I may perhaps be wrong but
1 sometimes feel—that all the jeeps should be withdrawn from the
community development blocks., Let the officers and workers visit
only a few villages if they cannot visit them all  But let them do some
concentrated work and actually mingle and mix with the Kisans Then
alone will the commumty development workers be able to enthuse
them I would go to the length of teliing the House that 1t will be our
Job, the job of the Minusters, to go and stay ta villages I am suggest-
wng this 1n all sepousness  Whenever we go  anywhere, 1t would be
much better for us to stay in a village rather thanin a dak bungalow
‘When1 advise officers to go and mix and live with the people, we must
do the same and set a real and good example I do not want to make
the task of the Minsters or others impossible  But some kind of a
plan or scheme has to be drawn up 11 accordance with which we have
to function
As T said, the real problem is to wncrease production I would
not say that this problem 1s going to be solved or self sufficiency 1s
going to be achieved 1n the course of the next one or two years We
must think 1n terms of at least six to eight years dunng which we
must do our utmost to wcrease our agricultural production and to burld
up a reserve as well  This progress shonld be steady progress and
should as far as possible be a progress from year to year One cannot
completely ensure that there will be no troubles for the cultvators
and tne rural areas  There may be floods or drought, there may
be frost and whatnot  These tungs will afso have to be kept n
mnd
Even a great country ke Russta which has done wonders 1s still
faced with shortage of foodgramns  Even they sometimes find it
convenent or necessary to import foodgrams, you can well imagine
what must be the position of a country fike ours, faced as we are with
50 many other problems besides
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Dustnibution ts also a very tmportant matter  The Food and Agn-
culture Minister spoke about the settng up of an All India Food-
grams Corporation  We do not want to create 2 monopoly whereby
only the Government deals with foodg Tt1s an
and I think we should start with 1t carefully and try to succeed 1n 1t
In a way, 1t 15 State trading and if we succeed 1n 1t we can take a further
step It 1s not a question of 1deology, there can be no ideology where
food 1s concerned  Food 13 an essential thing and 1t 15 the responss-
bility of the Government to gtve 1t to the people at reasonable prices,
The Government should see to 1t that there 15 no scaraty or shortage
In a country like Japan which believes only or mostly i prvate trade,
the State procures all the nice and other foodgrams produced 1n the
country Not only that The Government also takes charge of the
distnbution 1 am told that there are 36,000 or 40,000 retai) shops
11 Japan to distribute the foodgrains

T would ike to say one more thing 1 am sorry I have to be a bit
entcal but there is 2 feeling an the States that they are dependent
on the Centre for the supply of wheat or riee  Even States whech are
more or Jess self sufficient 1f not surplus depend on the Centre They do
not put i therr best effort 1o produce more because they know that the
Centre will somehow find foodgrams Tlus 1s not a very happy trend
For one thing, 1t has an adverse effect on the admmmstration  This
trend must be changed and a new psychology created o the States

1 wanted to refer also to the high prices of other articles or commo-
dities which are of common use, like cloth, sugar, salt, od, vegetables,
match boxes and even bicycle tyres and tubes, etc It 15 essenual
that at Jeast for some of these ttems prices should be fixed For
cloth, a scheme has already been drawn up, and the Miustry of Com
merce and Industry has decided that the prices of the popular vaneties
of eloth will be controlled by law

THE AGRICULTURAL CAMPAIGN

MY proTHER Kisans 1 am appealing torught to the cultivators of
India, to thethree hundred million of my countrymen who live 1n
our six lakh villages and tll over 350 million acres of agncultural land.
T am appealmg to them at thss critical juncture to do everythiag
possible to 1ncrease the output from their fields There 15 no greater

Broadenst 1o the pation, October 19, 1964



66 SPEECHES OF PRIME MINISTER LAL BAHADUR SHASTRY

service that they can perform to their soctety, their people and therr
country
You well know that the wealth of every pation depends on the
production 1n its fields and m 1ts factortes  Even the production in the
factones depends 10 a great extent on production in the fields For
nstance, industries Like cloth, sugar, etc, depend completely on the
supply of agneultural raw matenials  To mcrease the wealth of a
paton and to make 1t prosp and strong—particularly a predomi-
nantly agncultural country bike ours—is mamly the tesponsibility of
our Kisansand Iam sure their shoulders are broad enough to take
thus burden  With the coming of October, the sowing season starts i
full sming.  So much depends on what we do withn the next few days
If we strive and 1f we labour, Mother Earth will not be found wanting
1n her bounty
During the last few years there has been some increase n agricultural
production  Duning the first Five Year Plan, production went up
by 17 per cent, and duringthe Second by 20 per cent. Wehad
set a target of ncreasing production by 30 per cent in the
Third Plan AN the credit for this increase in  production
goes to our cultivators who have laboured hard to bnng it
about. Ttis, however, unfortunate that this ncrease in production
has not been to the extent that we had hoped, and the effect becomes
sull less when one ders the rapid n popul QOne
of our difficnlties has been natural calamity—excessive rains 1n some
areas, lack of rams in others, frost, and so on  The result has ben
that our production has been far below the Third Plan targets  But
there 15 no reason to lose heart None knows better than you that
agnculture 15 a matter where one hag afways to be prepared for a
Iittle increase or decrease  But i the long run, fortune smiles on
those who strive and endeavour
1 believe firmly that the culuvators of this country have the strength
and the capacity to make up the deficiencies even 1n one single season—
the coming rabi season—and to give a new direction to the country’s
coonomic progress
My brother cultivators, when it comes to fields and agnculture,
you know so much more than Ido  In thus appeal, therefore, I shall
confine myself only to a few broad matters
(i) The proper preparation of fields plays an mportant
part 1n the success of agnculture  We must use cow-dung
and other compost and malke the fields as producuve as
possible  There 15 1o need to get too many things from
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outside Success will depend to a great extent on the efforts
which you and your family members put 1n

(/) The wse of umproved seeds, manures and fertilizers, to the
maxumum extent possible, also does much to mcrease oatput
rapidly It has been seen that many cultivators use ar too
muchseed Research has shown that by using less seed and
1$sung st a proper manner, the production actually
mereases, especially as every plant 15 able to get sufficient
space for adequate nounshment

(i) In many parts of our country, the success of agnculture
depends on irmgauon It 15 indeed a ity that not all areas
have the imgaton facilities they require, but wherever such
factlities are available, we must put them to the maximum
possible use  For instance, where canal water 13 available,
we must have the field-channels ready and also rasse proper
boundanes m our fields so that the maxmum use can be
made of the water available  All this may seem rather trivia)
but 1t 15 a matter of the utmost importance 1 would urge
you to give the greatest attention to the construction of
masonry wells, tanks and field channels I am sure that
this 1a nsell wall rapidly make am ampact on production

(v) There are many fields which can yield two crops but
are unable to doso  This 1s because the fand 1$ not ploughed
and prepared sn tme for sowing  Qur endeavour should
beto see that there are no singlecrop fields By the proper
rotation of crops we can ehsure that no agricultural land 15
left without a crop 1n any agneultural season

(") At a time when food shortage threatens us, we must go 1n
for those crops that fipen early and giwve greater output
‘Whereas an acre can yield only about 25 to 30 maunds of
wheat, 1t can grow three to four hundred maunds of potatoes
and 250 to 300 maunds of cauhflower, cabbage and
tomatoes  We do need to give more emphasts to mcreased
production of vegetables

(i) We have also not been able to use pesticides and improved
agnculiura) implements to the extent necessary  Thus 13
one of the reasons why productton lags behund  As soon
as any crop 15 attacked by pest, we must use the proper
msecticides, and forthis you can get the necessary know
how from your Gram Sevak and other Development
officers
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I beheve you all know that we have decided to fix mtmmum prices
for vanous agncultural commodities  This ss being done to guarantee
that the culuvator gets sufficient remuneration for the labour and
mvestment he putsin  We shall ensure that you are properly remunera-
ted, just 2s we propose to tmpose restrictions on those mddlemen who
tend to take away the greater part of the profits  In order to mcrease
production 11 the commng radr season, you will have to wavest i im-
proved seeds, manures and fertdizers  The prices of rabs crops will
be so fixed that this tavestment will brning a sufficent return  In fact,
it will always be our endeavour to ensure that our cultvators are
properly ded for producing the o« ditries which are so essen-
tal for the hfe of the community

1n thus vast country, we have set up once agan the system of village

Panct These Panchayats can only come to ther full Sowermng
m ccndmons of economic prospenty, and bcnce 1: 15 therr first duty
to do everything possible to agr d and

thereby brng about that prospenity It 1s this very mcr:ase of produc-
tion that s also the pnncapal challenge before the Commumty
Development Movement oo which we have lad so much stress.
If we have to mmport food sndefimtely to feed onr people and import
raw matensals to run our industnies, how can we ever hope to improve
the economy of our country or raise the standard of lving of our
people 7
For the success of the rabi campaign 1t 1s of the utmost wmportance
that there should be full coordination between the different departments
concerned It 1s equally essential that items Like mmproved seeds,
manures and fertilzers, improved mmplements, pestcides, rngation
facihties and agncultural loans should be available mn proper measure
at the appropnate time
For the proper util of these facil the Davel Block,
the Panchayat, the Cooperative Society, the Knishak Samay, the Gram
Sahayak and all other workers who come 1n contact with the Kisan
have got to put their best foot forward and work with the utmost
enthusiasm and devotion.  For the Government servants particularly,
espectally those serviog 1 the distnicts and 1o the villages, thus s
wmdeed 2 wonderful opportuzuty for service to the country  They can
share 1n the great task of providing food to ther countrymen
When Gandhup was our leader, the workers of the Congress used
to go from village to village throughout the country and bring bome
toevery individual the meaning and content of freedom. In this
manner, they created enthusizsm wherever they went and built up
a vastnational movement. At this time of emergency, when a senous
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food erisis threatens us, the need of the bour is that every one of us, to
whatever group or party he may belong, should enlist humself 1n this
agneultural campaign and go once agam from willage to village
enthusing the culuvators and helping them to resolve therr difficulties
To bring home the messape of this campaign to every corner of Indua, to
spread 1 new plow of awalening and enthusiasm 1n the hearts of our
villagers s today truly the greatest service to the nation

The monsoons are coming to an end and the month of October
gves promuse of the cool and pleasznt season that s to come  Thus s
a month of the greatest sigmificance and the greatest effort for our
cultvators It s in this month that you take up your plough and
dmve your bullocks fong before the break of day and go into the fields
and labour hard so that the soi] becomes soft and fernle and productive
Dy the sweat of your brow you have to end this shortage of food and
defeat want and poverty  Let the comung agnieultural season, the new
crop that 13 o be sown, mark a new turming  pomt 10 our country’s
future

16 what words shall I appeal to every single peasant of this country
10 spare no ¢ffort of body, mind, wealth or labour, in the forthcoming
rabl sowings tn order o make our country prosperous and strong 7
1 would also camestly request those who are the elected members of
cooperative socicues and of village Panchayatsand, in fact, all workers
and vo! to stand shoulder to shoulder with thee Kssan brothers
19 this time of difficulty and build up a new and irresistible force on
the agricultural front. Where there s courage and determunation, can
success ever be in doubt ?
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SANSKRIT

VARANASI Has a special place as & centre of culture and as a holy
place of learmng  The veterans of Sansknt have glonfied it by
accepting 1t o8 the field of their work and labour  Sansknt 15 an
mvaluable hentage of this country  Ttas the onginal source of much
that 1s 1 our culture and cwilisation
In fact the history of Sanskntlanguage and kerature is the history
of the itellectual progress of this pation  The spirst of India mam
fested itself in this language and 1t became the mother, sister and
nurse of several Indian languages  The gloty of Sanskat spread in
foresgn Jands also  Severa) foreign scholars came to India to study
Sansknt books Interest in Sansknt fearming increased among
scholars in foresgn countries  Today there are specral nstitutions
for study and research in Sansknit 1n countnes hike Germany, USA,
USSR, France and Italy
Sanskrit gave strong foundations to the social, cutturaland spintual
Ife of thus nation From tume to ume there were changes and revolu-
tions 1n the ficld of thought, but Sansknt never ceased to be a link
language  Dsen today, 1t has & speaal place in the cultural hife of this
nation, as most Indian languages sull draw sustenance andstrength
from Sansknt Literature
It 1s time that Sansknt once aguin played an important part m the
life of the naton as it has done before Qur duty does not end with
prassing the gofden past  The past can be aninspiration only, and it1s
the present we have to Inen
Tt 1s remarkable that thousands of scholars worked for the develop-
ment of Sansknt without canng for any matenal gmn  We are
fortunate that many such scholars are sulf with us  We should not
became  lethargic n our service to Sansknt It would appear that
m some fields forcigners have done more service to Sanskmt than
Indians A fanguage can beenriched only by the labours of sts followers
at home and abroad and socia} 1
arc smportant but the history of Snnskm proves that the best Sansknt
hterature was independent of all this  Scholars worked for Sanskrit
1n & selfless spiet, only for the glory of the Janguage Hundreds of them
were not even eager for fame  Many scholars did not even mention
their names 1n their books and thousands of them cared hittle for money

From Convocat on Address 3t the Sansknt Unlversty Varanas December 26,
1964
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It 1s necessary today that research on the different aspects of Sansknit
should be donen amodern way Sanskritworks should be translated
different forergn languages and the store of Sanshmt knowledge
should be 1ncreased. More and more books should be wntten 1
Sansknt on modern science and learning.  The deep knowledge of
Sansknt which 15 bemg destroyed should be preserved Simple,
illustrated books, free from thc burd:n of grammar, should be pro-
duced n Sanskrt Only S can undertake this task.

By this I do not mean that the Government has no role m this
The Central Government and the State Governments know thewr
responstbility  The Central Government has established the Sansknt
Commssion and the Central Sansknt Board and has done much for
the development of Sanskmt by implementing their proposals, by
establishing the Central Sansint Vidyapeeth at Tirupatt and by
honouning Sansknt schofars  The Government 15 giving  assistance
for developmng the All India Sansknt Vidyapeeth at Delln mto an

1 Sansknt and for d the Dr Rajend
Prasad Central Sansknt Library  Qur State Governments too have
pad attention to this after Independence. We are trying to give
even more attention to the development of Sansknt,

HINDI AND THE INDIAN PEOPLE

I AM SPEARING to you tomight with a deep sense of distress and shock
over what has happened in Madras State on account of apprehen
sions which seem to have been aroused on the language question. I
cannot adequately express my sotrow at the loss of hfe and my thoughts
and sympathies are with those who have suffered so gnevously

The strong emotions which have found expression 10 tragic events
are apparently based on a feehng that assurances piven earher
on the queston of Ianguzgc A‘rav: not been fully obs:rved thens
also seems tobe a of the 1 zand legal
posion and of the policy deasions taken by the Government of India,
T honestly and sincerely behieve that these apprehensions are based on
an unfortunate misunderstanding of the factual postion 1 propose,
therefore, to place before you as clearly as possible the facts as they

are and then ask you to bestow upon them your dispassionate con
siderauon,

Broadcast to the naton. Febroary 11 1965
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1n the course of speeches 1n Parliament 1 August and Scptember
1959, Jawahatlal Nehru gave certan assurances to the non Hind:
speakung people, and the assurances ge great sausfaction What ex-
actly were those assurances 7 Let me quote the key sentences from s
two speeches “English”, be sard, “can be used by any State 10 wnt
g to the Government”—the reference obviously was to the Central
Government—*‘or wnting 10 cach other”™. He wentonto explain that
while for internal State worth, presumably the State fanguage would
be used, there would be no lmutation on the use of Enghsh 1n
dealings on the all India scale between States Continuing, he said
“There s no limutation of time even to that, except when people
generally ngree—and 1 had said that these very peoplein the non Hindt
speaking arcas who might be affected should agree "

In another speech, he sad, I believe also two things There
must be no 1My dly, for an indefimt penod—1 do
not know how long—1 should have, 1 would have English as an
associate language beeause 1 do not wish the people of the non-
Hindiareas to fec] that certain doors of advance are closed to them
So, 1would havetasan alternative language as tong s people require
1t and the decision for that, I would leave not to the Hindt knowing
people but to the non-Hindi knowing people™ Amphfymnghus remarks
he added, “Hind1 progressively develops, T try for that, but I love
Enghsh to come 1nte the preture to be used as long as people require
it. Some States have followed at, they can £0 on using 1t and gradually
allow languages to develop and to replace Enghsh.”

These were the assurances gnven by Panditjr asd 1 wish to reiterate
that we stand by them fully and solemoly  They wll be honouted
both n letter and spint wathout any qualificauon or reservation
In order to remove all doubts, I would like to state what the policy
decisions are

First, every State will have complete and unfettered freedom to
continue to transact 1ts OV bussness 1n the language of 1ts own choice,

which may be the re; onal language of English.
3‘ S ations from one State to another will either

be 1n English or will be accompamed by an & hentic Enghsh transia-
ton  This 15 based on & unammous deciston of the Suate Chuef
Mnsters  Similarly, English translations will be available of Hindt
communications address to the Centre by sny State or the
ublic
7 Thurdly, the non Hind: States will be free to correspond with the
Central Government 18 English and RO change be made 10 this
arrangement without the consent of the non Hinda States
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Fourthly 1n the transaction of business at the Central level English
will continue to be used
1t should be quite clear from what I have just saud that there 1s no
question  whatsoever of Fand: bemg imposed on the non Hindi
speaking States It 15 also clear that Enghsh will continve to be used
s non Hindi States for as long as the people consider such use to be
negcessary
I would now hke to talk about recnintment to the services. It 1s
on this q that serious appreh have app ly been
caused 1 the minds of the student commumty So far Englsh has
been the only medium for the examinees sitting for the Umon Public
Service Commussion exanunations Even now English will continue
as a mediom  and 1ts use will not be discontinued unless the people
from non Findi speaking areas themselves ask for it
It 1s quute true that m d with the pr of our Constt
tution adopted 1 1950 Hindi has become the official fanguage of the
Umion with effect from January 26 1965 Ordinanly, Englsh would
have ceased to have any official status with effect from this date, but
two years before the crucial date the Central Government enacted
lchslahon to provide for the continuance of Enghsh Thus 1t 18 by
Jaw that English to be an and thus also
a medium for examinations It was decided wn 1960 that Hind: mught
be permutted as an alternative medium after some ime  Thus question
was placed before the Chief Mimsters of all the States and
3t was decided i consultation with them that effective arrangements
for moderation must be made before Hind: was used as an alternative
medium, But thus will be allowed only when a satisfactory moderation
scheme has been evolved  For this purpose the Government of India
will consult all the Chef M. and emnent ed from
different parts of the country This may well take tme We shall
make sure that the method eventually to be adopted for moderation
1s considered to be satisfactory by the Chief Ministers The scheme
of moderation has 1o be such that it leaves no ground for any
genuine apprehension that the use of one medium or another would
bestow ad: or give a hand to any group of candidates
May I assure the student commumty that every care will be taken to
ensure that their employment prospects are not adversely affected?
Y do hope that, from what I have said about our dectsions and our
policies 1t will be clear that we are most anxious to safeguard the 1n
terests of non Hindi speaking people to the fullest extent and to avoid
any mconvenience to the non Hinds speaking States  These wall
be our gumding consideratons throvghout We shall comsider, 1
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these

consultation with the Chief M to
assurances

‘What disturbs and distresses me 1s the fact that an agitation has
been launched without any attempt to discuss  This, I want to say
n all lumnility, 13 not the way 1n which grevances should be ventilated
or differences vorced 1 a great democracy ke ours  In thus vast
country of ours, people profess different religrons, speak different
languages, dress differently and observe different customs, but we are
one nation, the hustory of our struggle for independence and our faith
in our future development are our common bonds

Twant to appeal to you to pause and ponder aver the whole situa-
tton  What 1s tavolved 1s the very umty of the country  Whatever the
area to which we belong, whatever the language we speak, we must
consider what 1s best for the country as a whole Mahatma Gaadhy,
Jawaharlal Nehru and so many other national leaders and the framers
of our Constitution, who were men of wisdom and foresight, decided
that there should be a common language to forge all the people of
India 1nto a well knit nation  The objective s destrable, indeed noble
But our methods have to be such as to wspire confidence all round
T ask you, all my countrymen, to bft this issue 1o a ugher plane and to
bestow upon 1t the mos\ rational consideration  If some of you still

feel that there are any 1 or that some
twe or executive actian has been taken wluch should not have bocn,
I and my coll are ready diately to listen and 1o discoss 1p

a sincere endeavour to remove all gemwne musapprebensions I do
fiope that my taik with you tonight will provide enough assurance to
enable the present agitation to be withdrawn

THREL-LANGUAGE FORMULA

THE MEETING of Chief Minusters of the States conveued to consider
the language sssue was keld on Februaty 23 and 24, 1965

‘The meetng strongly deplored mcitement to violence 1n order to
@ive expression to grevances of any kind and urged that strong action
should be taken to put down lawlessness It considered that recourse
10 violence and destruction of public property cut at the very r00t
of the democratic process which requred that all differences should
be settled by methods of and 1t was felt that

Statement in Lok Sabha, February 25 1965
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ali those who were in a position to mnfiuence public opinton should speak
out frankly agamnst the use of violence and mobihise public support
for settling disputes and differences 1 an orderly way At the same
ume the conference recognused that genume difficulues as well as un-
warranted apprehensions aroused by musleading propaganda must be
speedily removed.

The conference recalled that through the provisions on the subject
1n the C through the of the Official Languages
Act, through the decision to have a tnlingual basis for education and
through the assurances gnen on the floor of the Lok Sabha by Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru and d and lified by me 1 a broadcast
to the nation on February 11, 1965, both the long term objectives and
the need to move towards them with the necessary cautron had already
been spelt out.  Hindiis the oﬂicxal language of the Unton and English
15 to as an There 1s no question of
making any modification 1n these basic decisions from wiuch alone
a sound policy could be evolved ~ What needed consideration was a
number of practical 1ssues arising therefrom, including the Amendments
to the Offinal Languages Act, 1963, to give effect to the assurances
referred to abose  The Chief Munisters agreed that the examnation
of these 1ssues should be taken 1n hand

The smportance of ensunng equality of opportumity as enjoined by
the Consutution as between people belonging to different parts of
the country was emphasised by many Chief Minsters  Reference
was also made to the question of the various States having an equntable
share in the all India services  The need for evolving a sound system
of moderation for examnauons for all India and ugher Central Ser-
wices  before the introduction of Hindi as an optional medium was
emphasised 1t was further urped that considerauon should be given
10 the d of regionat 1 as media for these examina-
uons It was suggested that before any decisions were taken on these

questions, a study of all the aspects 1nvolved should be undertaken in
cooperation with the Unton Public Service Commussion

‘The working of the mme-tang\mge formula evolved by the Chiefl
Mmster’s Confe on N and pted by the
State Governments was reviewed Tt was demded that this formula
should be fully and cffecuvely smplemented 1n all the States It was

urged  that n accordance with this formula, the study of an Indian
language 1n current use, preferably one of the southern languages,
apart from Hindi and Englsh in the Hindispeaking arcas and of
Hinds along with the regonal languages and Enghsh 1n the non Hinds
speaking areas would further promote a sense of national umty and
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all those who were 1 a position to influence public opinton should speak
out frankly aganst the use of violence and mobilise public support
for setthng disputes and differences 10 an orderly way At the same
tune the conference recogmsed that genune difficulties as well as un-
warranted apprehensions aroused by musleading propaganda must be
speedily removed
The conference recalled that through the provisions on the subject
m the Constitution, through the enactment of the Official Languages
Act, through the decision to have a trilingual basis for education and
through the assurances given on the floor of the Lok Sabha by Pandit
Jawaharlal Nebru and reiterated and amplified by me 10 a broadeast
to the nation on February 11, 1965, both the long term objectives and
the need to move towards them with the necessary caution had already
been spelt out  Hirdiis the oﬁ‘zcxal language of the Union and English
s to as an There 15 no question of
making any modification 1 these basic decisions from which alone
a sound policy could be evolved. What needed consideration was a
number of practical issues ansing th fuding the A d
to the Offial Languages Act, 1963, to gve effect to the assurances
referred to abave  The Chuef Mumisters agreed that the examunauon
of these 1ssues should be taken in hand
The importance of ensunng equality of opportunity as enjoined by
the Constitution as between people belonming to dufferent parts of
the country was emphasised by many Chief Mmsters Reference
was also made to the question of the vanons States baving an equitable
share 1 the all India services  'The need for evolving a sound system
of maderation for examinations for all India and higher Central Ser-
vices before the introduction of Hinds as an optional medium was
emphasised. It was further urged that constderation should be given
to the d of regional 1 as media for these examina-
uons [t was suggested that before any decisions were taken on these
questions, a study of all the aspects nvolved should be undertahen in
cooperation with the Umon Public Service Commussion
The working of the three language formula evolved by the Chuef
Mimster’s C on National I, and pted by the
State Governments was reviewed It was decided that this formula
should be fully and effecively implemented 1n all the States It was
urged that 1n accordance with this formula, the study of an Indian
language s cusrent use, preferably one of the southern languages,
apart from Hindr and Englsh 1n the Hind: speaking areas and of
Hind1 along with the regional languages and English 1n the non Hinds
speaking areas would further promote a sense of national umty and
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encourage better and frecc commumcation between the people n
the different parts of the country
Necessary action wall now be taken by the Union Gosesnment 1n
of the above d

FEARS AND MISAPPREHENSIONS

Tlm LANGUAGE question has aroused strong feclings throughout the
country, especially 1n the southern parts of India, People are
naturally decply attached to their mother tongue, and there 1s absolutely
noq of displ; or replacing the I; spohen 1n different
States  There are nmusapprehensions especaally i regard to the use
of the State language or the mother tongue, some Tami papers
expressed the fear that Hindt would replace Tamul Slogans
oppostng such a move were shouted by some people1n Madras  Thus
was a clear case of pusapprehension

‘The Government of [ndia will give all possible encouragement to
the development of the State languages Almost all State Governments
have accepted or adopted the policy of ntroducing the State language
as the offical language of the State, 1 course of wumne all the State
languages will become ther pnnaipal languages for official  purposes
The chowe of medium  of anstruction has been left to the State
Goseroments  Nobody need entertain  the shghtest doubt or fear
m their munds that there can be s question of replacing any State
fanguage by Hindi

Another pomt 1s about the use of English  On January 26 1965,
1t was offically d, 1 terms of the p of the Constitu
tion, that Hinds 1s or would be the official language of the Umion. No
other acuion was taken which could create any kind of confusion  Even
3f some circulars were 1ssued, 3t should not have resulted 1n such violent
action and destruction of property Our mustakes could have been
pomnted out. I remember, when I was 1n charge of the Communica
tions Minsstry, a money order form printed only n Hinds was brought
1o my notice The matter was recufied at once We unmedia
tely stopped seading Hindi mouey order forms to the south and
English forms were sent mst

As Shrt Annadurar nghtly sad, there has been 2 genutne apprehen
ston regarding the wmposition of Hindi I have stated categoncally

From reply to debate on Presdents Address, Rajya Sabba, March 9 1965
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encourage better and freer communtcation between the people 1m0

the different parts of the country

Necessary action will now be tzhen by the Union Government in
of the above d

FEARS AND MISAPPREHENSIONS

Tm—: LANGUAGE question has aroused strong feclings throughout the
country, especaally in the southern parts of India  People are
naturafly deeply :\unchcd to thewr mother tongue, and there ts absolutely
no of d or replacing the ): spoken in different
Sl:\lcs “There urc mxsapprchcnsxons especnally sn regard to the use
of the State language or the mother tongue, some Tamil papers
expressed the fear that Hindi would replace Tamul Slogans
opposing such & move were shouted by some people in Madras  This
was g clear case of misapprehension

The Government of India wall grve all possible encouragement to
the development of the State languages Almost all State Governments
have accepted or adopted the policy of introducing the State language
as the offical language of the State, 1n course of time all the State
languages will become therr principal languages for offictal purposes
The choice of medium  of nstruction has been lefl to the State
Governments  Nobody need entertam the shghtest doubt or fear
1n thetr minds that there ¢an bea question of replacing any State
language by Hind:

Another pownt 1s about the use of Enghsh  On January 26 1965,
1t was officrally announced in terms of the provisions of the Constitu
tion, that Hindi 13 or would be the offictal language of the Union  No
other action was taken which could create any kund of confusion  Even
1f some cireulars were issued, 1t should not have resulted in such violent
action and destruction of property Our mustakes could have been
pownted out I remember, when I was in charge of the Communica-
fions Mumstry, a money order form pnnted only 1 Hindi was bronght
to my notice The matter was rectfied at once We tmmedia
tely stopped sending Hindt money order forms to the south and
English forms were sent snstead

As Shn Annadura; nghtly s;d there has been a genuine apprehen
sion regarding the mposition of Hind: 1 have stated categoncatly

Trom seply to debate on Presidents Address, Rajya Sabha March 9 1963
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and clearly that we wall abide by the assurances givea by the late Pime
Minuster, Pandit Jawaharfal Nehru  We will certainly have thoughts
about how these ces can be impl ted  As a matter of fact,
that 1s one of the points which we are considering  While doing so,
we should realise that this country needs a hink language T am glad
that Shn Annadurar ts not against Hindi as such  But he has said
that 1t should not be spread through the belp of the Government I
would not like to say anything about that, but I do wish and hope that
after some time he mght like to reconsider hus view even in regard to
ths particular matter. I do agree that there should be non-official effort,
as big an effort as ble, for the teaching and prop of Hind
At the same tume 1t 1s important that English has to continue and
will continue In terms of the Offictal Languages Act, Englsh 15
to conuinue as an associate language, and there will be no difficulty
at all for anyone who does not know Hind:, whether he 1s functioning
here 1n the Secretanat, or 1 any other all India officc 10 any other
part of the country  There will be po Landicap at all in such matters
as recrwtment or promotion / >
With these assurances, I do not think tHere should be any kind of
fear or apprehension m the minds of the people of Madras 1 do
hope that the students of Madras will now at least see things 1 the
correct perspective  They have by and large withdrawn therr strike,
and I have extended my congratulations to them Sull there 15 some
trouble somewhere, some of the trouble may not be especially
due to the language problem as such, Thave no doubt that the Madras
Government will consider all the suggestions of the students more
sympathetically It would be 1n the best interests of the students as
sell as the State and the country 1f they did not resort to any kmnd of
direct action

THERE SHALL BE NO IMPOSITIOV

IDo NOT WANT to suggest that I have nio views about the language
wssue 1 have clear and categoneal wiews m regard to all the

points raised donng d m Parl with Chief M;

and elsewhere, but T do not want to express any opimon at the present

moment because we feel that all these ponts should be  studied

further and carefully examined

From teply to debate ou Preudents Address, Lok Sabha, March 12, 1965
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Howeser, 1would bike to say that there can be no question of
tmposing Hindt and that those who do not know Hindi can conti-
nue with English, even  after the announcement of January 26,
1965

We mught desote 8 little more  time to the stady of the pros
and cons of thus matter and then take a deasion which would be af
most final OF course, there s nothing final n the world But a
dectsion taken after due deliberation 1s more likely to be based ona
Tong range view of things

We have 1o consider the language problem 10 the natonal pers-
pective Tt 15 not that we can consider each and every language spoken
wn this country as one wiuch should be the offical fanguage of the
whole country That would not be possible 1In accordance with
the Constitution, we hase aecepted Hindi as the offictal language of the
Umion T think that it 15 essentsal that there should be one comman
language, one Link language for the whole country Otherwise, 1t
would mean the compartmentalisation of our country, 1 would lead
to some hind of disintegration In any case, we cannot precipitate
things  We cannot impose Hindi and we shall have to wait patiently
for Hind: ta be learnt by the people of every State
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF YOUNG CITIZENS

I AM GLAD to hnow that the Aigarh Mushm University has achieved
all round exg and develop since the of inde~
pendence T understand the number of students has gone up nearly
three times and the number of faculty members has mose than doubled
The financial assistance mven by the Central Government has
creased more thin fourteen times dunng the fast few years The
extensive funds provided by the Government of India have helped
the University autk in developing and ! its vanous
depastments  The Institute which promotes, among other things
the study of Isfamic culture and emhisation and the teachung of modern
Arabre, Persian and Turksh languages and literature, has teen playing
an mpor role n the ach of some of the traditional ob-
Jeetives of the Umversity  The growing importance of Arabic in the
present-day world cannot be sufficiently emphasised  With the emer
gence of great Arabic speaking nations in Africa and Western Asta
the language has assumed much greater importance and stgmficance
and you will be interested to know that ia the Indian Foreign Service,
Arabic 1s now treated as one of the important languages which officers
should fearn

I am also glad to know that the commendable development of
the Unnvessity has not been confined to the traditional fields of know-
ledge and that the vanous aspects of modern knowledge have also
made rapid stndes dunng the fast few years A medical college
has been established and the Engineermg Faculty has made remarkable
n fact the U y 15 rated as one of the outstanding
1 the field of meck: 1 engineening today  The Umiversity
has also taken 1n band an important project of setting up an extensive
agnicultural farm which has been approved by the Government

1 da not propose to talk today about the need for reformmg our
cducational system  Emunent educationssts and leaders of public
opinion have from ume to tme given expression to views which are
well known The entire process of education fuas to be viewed as an
1ategrated whole and we have 1o be clear about the objectives that we
wish to achieve  As you all know, the country 1s engaged at present
1n a process of economic development  Indeed we are going through
what may be termed a peniod of industnal revolution A large number

progr

Address at Convocstion of the Al garh Mashm Usivers ty after rece ving the
degree of Doctors of Laws, Devember 19 1964
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of structural, industnal and other types of umts are bemg sct up
throvghout the country For manmng these, the country needs a
large number of well traned techmical people  The Algarh Unt-
versity has devoted derabl to 1ng
and other umiversities have also done the same Four [arge
techwcal mnstitutions have been set up 1n the country  Now that we
are contemplating a fourth Plan whose size would be equal to that of
all the ﬁrst three Frve Year Plans put together, our requrements for
3, P 1 will be sut ly larger 1 should, therefore,
1ike all unnersities and technical anstitutions to make an assessment
of the expansion that they can undertake for increasing the number
of students for technical courses and lo formulate specfic proposals

The d content of tech d has to be good and
substantial, but 1t 15 equally unpon:mt thnt our }oung engineers and
shovld haveay Jo h 1o ) 1 would hike

them to be anxious to usc their own hands 1n order to do a good Job
It 1s an approach of this nature that will enable the country to make
rapid headway 1n the matter of industnal development.

Iwould now ke tosay a few words to you, my young frends,
who have already graduated and have recerved theur degrees and dip-
lomas today The completion of education marks a turning pomnt
1n the bfe of every individual Naturally your anxiety must be to
get switable employment which 1s essential for finding the means
to ive Opportunities for employment are bemg created mcreasingly
as our devel plans are mmpf d The fourth Five Year
Plan, formst:mcc which will commence 1a less than a year and a half
from now, envisages altogether about twenty million jobs 1t cannot be
sa1d that every one who acquired a degree or a diploma will find em
ployment immediately but most of you would i due course find your-
sehves employed 1n one capacity or another There 1s equahty of
opportunity for everyone and to a large extent your future 1s really in
your own hands

‘Whateser your station 1n future life, each one of you should first of
all think of yourselves as atizens of the country  Thus confers on you
certamn nghts which are guaranteed by the Constitution, but 1t also sub-
Jects you to certamn responsibities which also have to be clearly under
stood  Ours 15 a democracy which enjoins freedom to the individual,

but this freedom has to be subjected to 2 number of voluntary restraints
m the imterests of orgamsed socicty  And these voluntary restramnts
have to be exercised and demonstrated in every-day fe A good aitt

zen 15 one who obeys the law, whether there 1s a2 policeman around or
not, and who takes delight 1n performung hus civic duttes.  In the olden
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days the sense of self restramt and discipline was ncufcated by the
combuned effort of the famuly and the teacher  The economic stresses
of present-day hfe unfortunately do not leave enough time to
the parents 10 Jook afler therr children  In the educational mstitu-
tions the numbers have grown so large as to take anay the benefits which
used to accrue formerly by personal contact between the teacher and
the tanght Tnevitably, our young students are often left much to
their own fesources  Often this creates problems which we af) know
about  This 15 an important aspect which needs thorough examna-
tion  The responsibility of our young ctizens 18 great In my view
every station sn life s important m usel§l  Work has its own dignity
and there 1s great satisfaction n dotng one'’s own job to the best of
one’s abihity Whatever the dutics, we should apply ourselves wath
sincenty and devotion  Such an approach, apart from being good m
1sclf, also has the added advantage of opening avenues for further
advancement  We have to see whether we have done our own job
well before thinking of cnucising anybody else  Ali too often, we
succumb to the temptation of decrying others without bothenng to
look at ourselves Never forget that loyalty to the country comes
ahead of all other Joyalties  And thus 15 an absolute loyalty, since one
cannot weigh 1t an terms of what one receives It 1s essential 1o re-

member that the entire country 15 one nnd that any one who fosters or
15 not our true fnend

or fi
Wha( T have sud stems fmm a desire ta see (hat the youth of our country
prepares wself i a disciplined and d d manner for the respon-
sibiliies of A d country 15 d not by the

greatness of a few but by the cooperative efforts of the many The
future of the country 1s in your hands and as the older generations
complete their task the new ones come along to take their place If
they are well equipped as individuals and as citizens, the country’s
future will be bnght indeed At & time when you are at the threshold
of a new peniod in your hfe T would wrge you to play your sole
with confidence and digmty

Mr Viee-Chaveellor. you have pard a nch and fiting tnbute fo
Pandit Jawaharfal Nehru's farth e seculansm and the keen imterest
and unfa which he ded 10 this L at
all tmes  Qur position with regard to scculnnsm 15 known so well
that 3t hardly needs any Itis died 1n our C
which ensures equal respect for all relymons and equal opportumities
for ait aitszens, srrespective of their caste and creed and the faith which
they profess In spite of a secmung dunersity, there 1s 2 fundamental
umty 1n India which we 2]l chensh, and 3t has to be our constant
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endeavour to mamtam and strengthen this unty The countrycan pro-
gress only if 1t does away pletely with & and
emerges as an mtegrated whole And 1t 1s in lhe ﬁeld of education
that the seed of secularism has to be sown at the earhest stages, so
that the plant can be carefully nurtured as it grows
The world 1s at the moment passing through very difficult times
In fact, 1t would not be wrong to say that never before m the recent
past had mankind to grapple with problems of as complex a nature
as are confronting 1t today It 1s mperatne that satsfactory and,
as far as possible lasting solutions should be found to these problems
without undue delay, otherwise there 15 a danger of the situation get-
ting outof band Mutual suspicions, hatred and 1ll will between nations
and groups of persons have to be removed at all costs and sincere and
determined efforts have to be made to ensure that differences and out-
standing problems are resolved by mutual discussion 1 a spint of
understanding, and not by the use of force Wars and conflicts, as
we know to our cost, afways create more problems than they succeed
in solving The great advances made by science and technology,
particutarly 1n the field of nuclear and thermonuclear energy, have
placed an almost unlumited power at the disposal of mankind  This
power can be used either for constructive or for destructive purposes
and 1t & up 1o us 1o try to denve the fullest possible benefit from 1t
We in India have our own spectal problems No one can deny
that some of them are of a serous nature and must be tackled with
vigour and determination  Our national objective has been defined
clearly and unambiguously We mim that every ciuzen should be
provided with the basic necessiies of life and should have complete
freedom 1o lead the Lfe of his or her own chotce  We amm at a de-
mocratic society, strong and free, in which every atizen, wurespective
of tus relipous behel will occupy an equal and honoured place, and
will be given full and equal opportunities for growth and service
We aim at the removal of untouchability and the doing away of the
prevailing senous tnequalities n status and wealth  We are opposed
to the concentration of wealth m a few hands  Our nich cultural
hentage, extending over countless centunes, 1s not the culture
of this community or that but the synthesis of the cultures of the great
peoples who lived here at vanous times n the past.  The objectives
1 have mentioned are by no means easy of achievement in thetr enurety
1 know that we have met with only a hmited degree of success so far,
but we have to persevere until the goal 15 achieved
¥ should like to mention here that the concept that Musfims consti
tute 8 munonty in India and Rindus 2 majonty 1s totally outmoded and
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this age and absence of respect for lum only leaves a vacuum in the
youthful mind which musclucvous passions rush m to fill  Here
Visva Bharau you are fower n number, and the link between teacher
and pupil s much closer than in most other uniersiies  Let this
ever remain one of the disunguishing charactenstcs of Visva Bharatt

Swmphiaity of lning was another feature of learning in the taporan
1 wish that our unnersitics would try to come a ittle closer to the age-
old idcal of simple lising and high thinking Here tn Santiuketan,
living 1 the lap of nature, you are spectally favoured 1 being able to
Ine up mote casily to this tugh 1deal, of realising it Gurudey s words
‘our conscaious relationstp with the Infinite, and the lasting power
of the Eternal in the passing moments of our ves’

In these days when tatks and discussions regarding the making of
the nuclear bomb fill the air, 1 am parucularly happy to have thus op-
portumty of wisiing Santinthetan. Santinketan stands for all that
we hold precious 1n Indan Iife and culture and tradiion  The atom
bomb 18 the very antthesis of all that Santnshetan stands for  It1s
not a weapon of war, it1san el engine of mass destruction  The
nations of the world regard it as such and yet do not have the strength
to outlaw 1t And now because our neighbour Chuna, 10 defiance of
world opinton and sentunent, has exploded 2 auclear device, there 18
a cry that we should abandon all that we have stood for, throw o
the winds the culture and tradiions of thousands of ycars and engage
in this brutal racc  No malter what the present pressurcs, We must
not lose our peace of mund or steadfastness of purpose And when
that day dawns—as dawn it must—when all the nuclear bombs of the
world find their proper £esung place at the ‘bottom of the deepest occan,
Santruketan and alf it stands for will sull continuc for Santimiketan
represents a spint that 15 cternal

1t 15 11 consonance with that spint and n the fitness of things that
in these days when there 15 50 much bitterness aganst China 18 the

public mind, Santiuketan should have a Cheena Bhmwan where
undisturbed

the study of the age-old culture of China continucs
It 1s often saud that moralty has no place m the workug of governt

ments, and that decisions of governments cannot be based on purely
tlus may be truc Count

moral considerations To an extent

Cavour, onc of the Liberators of ftaly, made the poignant remark that
of we did for oursclves what wo do for our country, Oh! what rascals
we should bet!* But I would sull proclum that any government that
turns its face away from considerations of morality and humanity
will impent world  peace and thercby betray ali mankind For us

any such course should be unthinkable, and tlus cannot but be so 10
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this age and absence of respect for hum only leaves a vacuum i the
youthful mnd which mischicvous pissions rush 1n to fill  Here 1m
Yisva Rhartu you are fewer 1n number, and the link between teacher
and pupil 15 much closer than 1n most other unnersities  Let this
ever remain one of the distnguishing charactensties of Visva Bharati

Simphiaity of living was another feature of learnung 10 the tapovan
1 wish that our unnersitics would try to come 2 ttle closer to the age
old wdeal of simple Lving and hgh thinking. Here i Santimihetan,
lwing 1n the 1p of nature, you are specially fasoured tn being able to
five up more casily to this hugh 1deal, of realising 1n Gurudev's ords
agur conscious relationship with the Infimte, and {he lasting power
of the Eternal 1n the passing moments of our Ives”

In these days when talks and discussions regarding the making of
the nuclear bomb fill the air, 1 am particularly happy 10 have thus op-
portunity of wimting Santiniketan Saptimietan stands for all that
we hold precious 1n Indian Lfe and culture and tradsion  The atom
bomb 1s the very antithests of all that Sanumketan stands for  Jt1s
not a weapon of war, 1t s an ewil enpane of mass destrucion  The
nations of the world regard it as such and yet do not have the strength
to outlaw 1t And now because our naghbour China, 1n defiance of
world opinion and senument, has exploded & nuclear device, there 13
a cry that we should abandon all that we have stood for, throw to
the winds the culture and traditions of thousands of years and engage
1n this brutal race No matter what the present pressures we must
not lose our peace of mind of sterdfastness of purpose And when
that day dawns—as dawn it must—when all the nuclear bombs of the
world find their proper resung place at the bottom of the deepest ocean,
Sentiihetan and all it stands for will still contmue for Santiniketan
represents a spint that 15 eternal

1t 15 1n consonance with that spirit and 10 the fitness of things that
1n these days when there 13 S0 much bitterness agatnst China 10 the
public mind, Sanuntketan should have & Cheena DBhavan where
the study of the age-old culture of China contiues undisturbed

1t 15 often saud that morahty has no place n the working of govern-
ments, and that decisions of governments cannot be based on purely
moral considerations To an extent this may be true Count
Cavour, one of the iberators of Ttaly, made the poignant remark that
sf we did for ourscives what we do for our countrys Oh! what rascals
we should bett’ But I would still proclamm that any £0
turns #ts face away from constderations of
wilf impenl world  peace and thereby betray all mankind For us
any such course should be unthunkable, and this cannot but be so
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a country which Mahatma Gandhu led to freedom, and which proudly
proclamms on its emblem the high 1deal satyamera jayate
For me Visva-Bharats has a special appeal, because st seeks to draw
insparation from all that was great in our past and blend st harmoniously
mto the present  There 15 too much runmng after Western education
on the part of our untversities  To some extent thus s typified by the
ardour with which we seek to cling to the Englsh language None
would belittle the importance of the Enghsh language as a great vehucle
of thought and culture, and as a great Janguage of international under-
standing  But 1o seck to retam  Enghsh for all ime as the official
language of our country seems to me a deeply hunulating proposition
To all those who seek to retamn English for ever in our natonal fe
would recall the powerful words of Gurudev *Through this great
deficiency of our modern education, we are condemned to carry to
the end a dead Joad of dumb wisdom  Lihe muscrable outeasts, we ase
deprived of our place n the festival of culture, and wait at the outer
court, where the colours are not for us, nor the forms of delight, nor the
songs
One by one the preat figures who filled the Indian scene are passing
away leaving their memory and inspiration behund 1t 15 now for the
people as a whole to carry forward their work  Unity 15 the need of
the hour, and 1t 1s here that our unrversities which are tramg the torch-
bearers of the future have so great a role to play Insututions tike
Visva-Bharati, which cater not to any one part of the country but serve
the nation as a whole, which seek to draw “seeds of thought from the
granary of the past” and project them 1nto the future must come forward
to show the way For you national integration 1s not a slogan, 1t 15
an accomplished fact
Further, the role of Visva Bharati far transcends the imited concept
of national mtegration, Visva Bbarat as conceived by Rabindranath
was universal and 1t embraced the whole world Even while its
inspiration and thought are essentially Indian, yet the cultures of other
lands have blown freely through these whispering groves ~ So many
disingwished sons of different countries have helped to build up this
mstitutton and make 1t what it 1s today  Even today, there are amongst
you students of different countries, and Visva Bharat: continues to be
a meeting ground of many cultures  Let us hope that thus will always
continue 1o be o, and that this precious legacy of Gurudev will one
day be the standard bearer of a world unsfied 1n thought and friendshup
‘We so often hear of the youth of yesterday crincising the youth
of today We heard them mention 1mndulgently the hot blood 1D
the young people and of therr natural mchnation to revolt, ta discard
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authority  These urges have o deep psychological basis and are wholly
natural - They are pant of the process of growing up  But simula-
neously, youth must deselop a sense of resposubility Nature
has willed that revolt comes first and responsibility fater Therefore,
outside help 1s necessary  This assistanee can be provided only by
education which should aim 81 moulding balanced young peopls and
responsible ituzens
The Government are heenly aware that mvestment m education s
mvestment o the future of this country  What shape the country
wifl take tomorrow  depends on what education we prowde to our
cluldren today The fourth Dive Year Plan s beng drawn up It
11 proposed to more  than double the allocatrons for educauon It
18 necessary to hushand these fully and $o marshal them
1 such & way that maximum results are obtained n these fields
which count most. At the same time 1 18 necessary to distribute the
expenditure 10 such a fashion that our social objectives are gamned
This 18 an age of saience and fechnology  In the field of smence,
very litte can be achieved, at least on a wide scale, by merely providing
matenal faciliies and even less by concentrating these facilities in a few
{aboratonies  Science has a temper, 1t has a method These have to
b: cultivated and two aspects have to develop simultaneously  Fis rst,
d ] sescarch, and dly ns , to denve |
benefits  We have a large number of Isboratones and sctenufic nst-
tutions and technologienl schools 1t 18 for the scientists working 1o
these 1o ensure that the frits of saence filter down, and quickly, to the
masses  But we have afso to concentrate on fundamental research
T would kke to stress an tmportant aspect of scienufic research
1t 13 becoming more and more a team effort.  The complications are
80 the fields of k fedge so vast, that no individual can
hope to acquire all the necessary hnowledge within a few years  Also,
progress 1 fundamental science 13 such that water ught compartments
between different branches of science can no longer hold good  Wihle
selecting specsal programmes for research, therefore, I would alsa like
i1 to be considered how far persons specialising 1o different fields can
work for & common project
I would alsa kike to mention in this connection our ncreasing
for able and ded d field workers and admimstrators
1t has to be seen how far our educational system equips aur youth to
shoulder these responsibiities after they come out of the educational
wnstitutions  In all these spheres 1t 18 necessary to cxch them young
For then only can they tmbibe the necessary spint aad fully develop
the required qualities and talent,
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1 mentioned a short while ago the need to make education the
medivm of gaming our social ends  We are pledged to developing a
soctalistic pattern of society  This can be done only if the weaker
sections of society are provided with special facihities and incentives
1o acquire learmng and special skills which will enable them to advance
mhfc  For this it would be necessary to offer a much larger number of
scholarships from the primary to the college stage to students coming
from families 1n lower income groups At the same time, quick progress
can be made only by gwing due s and 10
merit  Th a cenain p ge of lhcsc holarships should
be set apart for disbursement on the basis of ment afone, srrespective
of the income group of the parents  Another frutful direction lies
making avaitable cheap and good text books and supplementary
reading materal

Before ¥ conclude I want to ask you, the young gmduam of todzy,
1o enter life upon the 2} of your ed: with
determination  To serve your motherland you must have m your
mind the nght image of your country  While it 1s always good to know
ones faults and weaknesses, I think 1t 1s wrong to exaggerate them
and to project an image which may be disconcerung I have no doubt
that there 15 a great deal for us all to learn from several other countnes
of the world, but I also believe that there 15 much more that we can
learn from our own hentage  India has a soul of its own and a sensi-
tive conscience  We must end to a synthesis between
material values on the one hand and moral and spintual vatues on the
other Such a balance will sustamn our society and will, I hope,
assist ot only our country but indeed humamty at Jarge It will avord

the perils that are the result of one sidedness or extremism The

future of the country 151 your hands and I wish you godspeed and
all success
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A VISIT POSTPONED

IT!S wrri a great deat of sadness that 1 have deaded to bow to
the advice of my doctors and give up the 1dea of gomg to London
for the Commonwealth Prime Minsters® Conference 1 had looked
forward so much to this visit, and to mecung fellow Pnme Ministers
of the Commonwealth countnes Thus would have been my first
direct contact wath the peoples of the Western world, and I felt 1t
parucularly fitung that thus first visit should be to London, where
parhamentary democracy firsttook birth It would havebeen g delight
for me to meet the people and the teaders of Great Btan, with whom
we have such close and fnendly nes Al this, however, 15 not to be

Thus would also hase been 8 umque opportunity for me to niect
leading representatives of Commonywealth countnes other than Great
Bntan  There arc now SO many Asian and Afnican countries also
who are members of the Commonwealth, and there could have beent
$0 many uscful discussions The special feature about the Common-
wealth Conferences s that they are held without any constitutional of
statutory obligations snd commitments The atmosphere1s 1nformal
and provides a great opportunuty for a free and frank exchange of
views Esen though there may be differing views 00 varous ques-
tions, yet there s an underlying ink which holds the members together
and makes the Commonwealth an association which can help t6
further wortld peace and fnendship amongst pations

THE CO\!\!ONWEALTH CONFERENCE

ON'BLE  MEMBERS ar¢ aware that owing to my indisposition I
requested Shn T T Kr han and Shrmat Indira Gandht
to attend the Commonwealth Pnme Minsters’ Confe on
behalf of the Government of India  On their return they reported to
me fully about the procecdings of the Conference

At the opening session of the Conference on July 8, glowing tributes
were paid to the memory of Shn Jawaharlal Nehru It was stated
that, in asense, the current meeting nl'Commonwcahh Prime Minusters

Statement New Deltl, July 11964
Statement in Parbament, Scptember 7 1964
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was a memoral to Jawaharlal Nehru since 1t was jus polcy which
had done so much to transform the Commonweaith relatonship and
mahe possible the membership of countnes with different forms of

Goverpment, that the C ealth now ded all frontiers
that normally divided manhind, and that the fact of having within 213
fold rep of afi cont creeds, races and societies gave
the delit of the Conf a special i

The results of the 4 are reflected 1n the
sssued after the Conference  As can be seen from this commumquc,
the delit of the Conft covered the world situation, the

ractal discnminatory policy of South Afniea, the colomal policy of
Portugal and the unsesohved problems of Bnish colomal ternitones
Other matters related to coof b the C calth
countnes m programmes of economic and social development and

to €00 between the Commonwealth
countnes 1n matters of Commonmahh ad ang trade

Our del par d n this d on vanous iems
and made its contnbutton 1 accordance with the policies and pro-
grammes of the Government of India.

1 shall not go into further details about the procecdings of the
Conference but Limit myself to a few words about the reference to
Indo-Pakistan problems 1n the commumque 1ssued at the end of the
Conference  Vanous views have been expressed m the Indian Press
and by the public on the following ref m thus

“The Pnme Ministers nmcd with satisfaction the friendly public
statements by the Prestdent of Pakistan and the Prime Minster
of India and expressed their hope that the problems between
thewr countries would be solved in the same fnendly spint ™
I can well understand the anxiety of the Hon'ble Members that the
ealth Pnme M Conf should not be used as 2
l‘orum for the d of probl diffe between
Commonwealth members Y wou]d how:vcr. like to urge that so far
as this particular nstance 1s concerned, 1t was, I am  convinced, 2
general expression of goodwill and that 1t did not constitute 2 departure
from the that nter-C fi should
not be discussed at such mectings I have noted i this connection
that representatives of some other Governments who attended the
Conference have publicly affirmed that the convention that inter-
Commonwealth  dufferences should not be discussed has been fully
mamtauted and that this 1s a matter for the countnes concerned to deal
with between themselves  We have ourselves stated publcly that we
want to settle our differences with Pakistan peacefully but in 2 manner
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consistent with  our national bonour and dignty  Unfortunately
this peneral exp of well d goodwill at the London
mecting has been misunderstood by some i India and has been s
wnterpreted or musrepresented 1n certun quarters abroad  We firmly
and categoncally repudiate the d 1 such misinter-

and T At the same time we reaffirm
our resolve to continue to function with a sense of dignity and res
ponubility, as a nation dedicated to peace and to the settloment of
differences by peaceful methods

APPEAL TO NON-ALIGNED NATIONS

ANY OF MY disinguished colleagues have referred feehngly to the
passing away of one of the founding fathers of the non aligned
moyement, namely our ltte Prme Mimster Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
His departure has left an aching void 1n the hearts of not only fus
own  countrymen but of all peace-loving peoples n the world 1
believe there is not one of us who does not nuss lus presence at this
Conference, to whose aims and aspirations he had  contributed so
much  His voice, alas, 18 sident but his message will continue to
nspire all those stnving for peace, inlernational understanding, and
the freedom and dignity of man
Being for the first time on Afncan soil T cannot but recall that 1t
was at the southern end of this vast continent that our great leader
Mahatma Gandhs developed his philosophy and techmque of non
violent struggle which he first deployed agmnst raciabsm 1 South
Aftica He perfected thus fater m hus own country mto a vast fion
violent national movement aganst imperialism  And, finally, when
communal passions ran high in the cruel afiermath of Partiion by his
martyrdom at the hands of a co-religronust in the cause of ks Musha
brethren he upheld with hs very Lfe the 1deal of seculansm
‘With hus departure, Jawaharlal Neheu took up the thread and as
the Pnme Minster of India strove to the end 10 apply thesedeals on s
stil wader plane  He sought democracy and a neéw social order and
the promotion and matntenance of peace not only for his own country
but for the whole world Though Jawaharlaij 1s no longer with us,
the Government and people of India stand dedicated to freedom and
peace, to the le of non and peaceful and
to the erad: of lism and colonal

Speech at the Non Aligned Nat ons Confetence, Cauro, October 7 1964
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Even 1n the days of our own freedom struggle, Jawaharlal Nehru
had raised the question of the freedom of the Afnican peoples He
had said about a quatter of a century ago that Afnca would emerge
one day as a new force on the world scene  How truly that prophecy
has been fufilled! Africa, which had been kept i bondage for more
than a century, 1s on the march, determuned to fulfilits deshny We
have no doubt that whatever remnants of colomahsm reman wll
soon disappear

1t 15 wndecd a vnuque gathenng that we bave here What uniies us
and bongs us together 15 not any pact, not any alhance, not even a

liegr o any p lar dogma or doctnne By bemng
non aligned we have asserted and proclaumed the nght to thunk for
ourselves and 1o speak for ourselves Our voice 15 not an echo It
1s the authentic voice of the people we represent and for whom we
speak. And we and our people share and agree upon certain 1deals
and certain oby First and fi we believe m peace, m the
settlement of all disputes throogh peacefu] means, mn the abol-
tton of war, and more parycularly, nuclear war Secondly, we
bebeve 1n freedom, freedom for the people of each country to follow
thesr destiny without external interference  And, above all, we believe
m the digity of man as an individual, whatever hs race, colour of
creed, and m hus tght to a better, fuller and ncher life.

The non aligoed nations have the supreme task of chalking out,
10 the Light of the latest developments 1 the world, 2 programme of
acuon which should be followed 1n purswit of their common objectives

The tume has now come to formulate a positive m the
furtherance of peace The maim elements m the programme, 1 our
view, should be the following five pomts (1) nuclear disarmarment,

{2) peaceful settl of border d: (3) freedom from foreign
dcmmahcn, aggression, subv:rsxon and racal discnmunation, (4)
of dey through ! coopera

tion, and (5) full support for the United Nations and its programmes
for peace and development
First and there s the of nuclear disar

We note with satisfaction that there has been a measure of agreement,
bowever lumted, at the Gentva Disarmament Conference When the
Conference resumes its sessions, we would ail hope and wish for further
progress  We, the non aligned countries, should continne to play 2
belpful role 1n promoting agreement towards total nuclear disarma-
ment. It1s important to reabse that the mere imutation of tests, procia-
mations of certam areas as being free from nuclear weapons, and any
other imited measures of this character, will not and cannot be enough
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for pratecting humanity from the horrors of nuclear war  Nuclear
disarmament must be total and complete and 1t 1s tn that direction
that we must move
We cannot but express our senous concern at the fact that not all
powers have agreed to subscribe to the Partial Test Ban Treaty The
ron ahgned nations must take up a clear and forthnght attitude and
call upon alf the nations of the world to accept the ban on nuclear
tests and then full moral force must be brought fo bear on those coun
tries which refuse to subscribe to the Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
Many of those assembled here mught recall how strongly the first
Non-Aligned Nattons Conference at Belgrade felt on the subject of
nuclear tests and how separate musstons were sent to the USA and
the USSR o persuade them to desist from further tests Wath this
background in mind, this Conference should consider the recent dis
turbing indications which suggest that Chuna 1s about to explode a
nuclear device I propose that we nught constder sending a specral
mussion to persuade China 1o desist from developing nuclear weapons
1 say this not because India and China have some differences today
These differences must soaner or later be resolved  But the threat to
fumamty from one more country having nuclear weapons at s
disposal 18 a far mote senious matter  We in India stand comnutted
to the use of nuclear power only for peaceful purposes and, even
though 1n a purely technical and scientific sense, we are capable of
developing nuclear weapons, our and tech are under
firm orders not to make & single experiment, not to perfect a single
device which 1s not needed for peaceful uses of atomic energy  Despite
all our differences, may I venture to take this opportunuty through
thy Conference of appealing to Cluna to accept a srmilar discipline 7
My second pomt relates to the peaceful settlement of border disputes
While the cold war has abated somewhat, yet all too often fighting
breaks out in different parts of the world becausc neighbours have
boundary disputes We should welcome the proposals made by
Chairman Khrushchev and other Heads of Government on renoun-
cing the use of force for solving tesntonal disputes  or questions of
frontiers At the recent meeting of the Orgarusation of Afnican Umty,
the African States pledged themselves 1o respecting the borders that
existed when they achieved therr national independence  This as &
positive fead which must be followed and the prunaiple should be
made umversal
Tt 15 obvious that if thus principle 15 to be successful we must evolve
other methods of setting such ifferences and disputes. Disect
negotiabions between the parties concerned would be an ideal solution
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As the late President Kennedy has so fittngly said, while we should
never negotiate out of fear, we should never fear to negotiate
Quite often the commencement of negotiations 15 hampered by
one party or the other seehung to 1mpose certain condittons  To be
real and frtful, negotiations must be free from all preconditions
Their basis must be the y or the traditional t darses which
may be 1n existence and not any new boundaries that may have been
created by force of any kind Non aligned nations should declare
their strong opposition to any changes brought about by open use of
force as well as by quiet penetration of borders or subversion of one
kind or another  In thus context, it would be relevant to recall the
famous words used by Jawaharlal Nehru more than a decade ago
“Where freedom 1s menaced or justice 1 threatened or where aggression
takes place we cannot be and shall not be neutral ™
The third point I wishto makeisthis  Because of our past hustory
and our own freedom struggle, we stand unequivocally for the emanc
pation of colontes and dependent countries We strongly believe—
1n theory as well as 1o practice—in gIVIng equal opportumtics to all,
regardless of race, caste, creed or sex  We are entirely opposed to the
doctrine of 1 ver and ;n what form it may be
practised
On thus continent of Africa, there are quite 8 few areas which art
unfortunately still under the shackles of colomal rule Portugnese
oppression  continues 1n Angola, Mozambique and the so-called
Portuguese Guinea In Southern Rhodesia, the white munonty
Government secks to impose its will on the majority Over South
West Africa, the illegal and alien rule of South ‘Afnica continues 12
defiance of world public opinion  We greet the freedom fighters from
Angola and other oppressed terntones and offer them our full support
for the success of their heroic struggle for independence
While we stand pledged to the nght of self-determnation for
dependent ternitories under colomal rule, I would Like to sound a note
of caution  Self determunation 15 the mght of any country that1s
dormnated by another But there can be no slf-determination for
different areas and regions within a sovereign and ndependent country,
for this would only lead to fragmentation and disruption and no
country’s integnty would be safe  Hateful polictes of Aparthed and
racial discnmination of the Union of South Afnica are an affront
to mankind India severed her trade relations completely with
South Afncan 1946 In economuc terms, this meant considerable
loss Through all these years we have adhered firmly to this policy
How we wish more countries were able to observe and implement this




APPEAL TO NON ALIGNED NATIONS 103

pohicy | In fact what 15 required 15 strict economie sanchions and an
effective ban on supplies, particularly of armsand ol The struggle for
the defence of human values i South Africa must contiaue untd it 15
crowned with success

‘While racialism has to be strongly condemned, whether st 15 of
the South Afnican varlety or any other, may I suggest to the non aligned
nations that sometimes it becomes essential tolook within - May Tin
that context say that we have also to make sure that no form of
racialism 13 allowed to operate amongst citizens of member countries
Disctiminatory achion aganst residents of certam sacxl ongin can
also be harmful  § d are at the back
of such steps and certamnly explontation of any sort by any class or
communty 15 to be deplored  But are must be taken that any action
wmutiated on economic grounds does mot result in racial bias or
discnmination  When any State or Government faces spectal diffi
culties on account of persons hiving there who were originally from
another country, it 1s best to tackle them after mutual discusston and
consultation

The p for devel through 1nternational
cooperation, which 1s my fourth pomnt, ts not, let me emphasise at the
outset, a programime for secking more axd It 13 basseally a programme
of preater effort on the part of each developing country to mobilise
s own resources We want to stand on our own feet If we are
unable to do so straightway, it 13 mamly because a fong pentod of
political subjection has sapped our and stiffed our
‘We therefore do need belp, but what we seek should be the mmmum
and not the maximum and 1t should be directed towards making us
independent of aid In such a programme, we developing nations
must help ourselves and help each other even before we seek assis-
tance from outside Although we may be dividually deficient n
vartous things, through cooperation amongst ourselves we can do a2
great deal for each other We in Indra are trymg our best to muster

our technical and matenal resources to partictpate it 2 programme of
with other developing countries to whom we

van be of assxs;anoc
‘We are now 1a the onddle of what s called the United Nations

Development Decade We have had a Conference on Trade and
Development in Geneva cather this year May1say that while these
are xmportant steps 1 the nght direction, we are not satisfied with
what has been done or promused so far ?

The target of economic growth which was sct for the Development
Decade by the Umted Natious 1§ 2 need of an upward reviston  The
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work done at Geneva needs to be carmed forward Mc:mwhllc, all
States must agree to 1mp! the died 1n the
final Act The most important of these 1s bringing mto beng new
international institutions which have been envisaged Unless the
developing countries can expand and dwersiy ther export trade,
unless the transfer of capital from dcvc!op:d to developing countres
on satisfactory terms can be acc will not
attain a pace compatible with peace and freedom
My fifth and last pont relates to the support which all of us must
give to the Umted Nations in pursit of the policies to which I have
Just referred We are all members of the Umted Nations and if we
meet and confer on our own we do so only with & view to strengthen-
g the United Nations as an orgamsation and to carrying 1ts objec-
tives formard  The United Nations takes the great:st nterest o
how these operat are begun, org d, fi d and d
Despite the progress which has been made, we cannot shut
our eyes to the fact that all 1s not well with the world In
South and South East Asia, there 1s an atmosphere of conflict and
tension  The Jong traval of Vietnam and Laos continues Cyprus
has not yet been freed from its suffenings  The situation i Congo
remams uncertam and unstable  In the Canbbean ares, there are
tensions and frictions On our own northern borders, despite our
acceptance of the proposals made by the non aligned powers assembled
at Colombo, we have been unable to get a friendly response from
Chmna, But we must contnne te strme for peace, to resolve all
differences through peaceful methods, by conciltation as distinct from
confrontation, and by trust instead of suspicion
‘While we have been moving steadily 1n the direction of the umiver-
sality of ibership, 2 major P 1s China, which 1s still not a
member  Although we have our differences with China, we have always
supported and stll support her admussion to the Unsted Nations
Furthermore as countnes which are still under colomal regmes of
one kind or other attain their independence, we would hope to see
every part of the globe represented through the government of its
onn choce in the United Nations
The Umted Nations as a whole has given support to the policies
and of peace, freedom and whick have been
engagmng our attegtion here We should support 1t not mercly 12
words but 1n action. It 15 on the non aligned nations that the
brunt of supplying forces for peace-keeping operations falls India
has on many occasions placed her armed foroes at the disposal of the
‘United Nations for keeping peace 1t 1s therefore, for the non aligned
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pations to subscnibe to these lofty 1deals We do not for a moment
claim that we have attaned the 1deal for ourselves We often err We
often fal  Weshould e ready to apply 1o ourselves and to each other
the same cntena, the same princrples that we adwvise others to follow
and adopt 1 have put these thoughts before this august body 1 all
humibity and yet 10 doing so T know that I am only spelling out the
spintual message of Gandin

SUMMING UP THE CAIRO CONFERENCE

£, AT THIS conference, come from four continents and many count-
nes We belong to different cultures and political systems and
speak different Janguages But there1s a f undamental unity 18 our out-
look and approach ‘and we have spoken wnth the same voice o0 the great
problems that face the world It 18 {lus factor of common
. adherence to certain principles and policies that binds us together, for
1n our unty lies our strength Unuted we can help to shape the future
and to ensure a more Just and equitable world order 1 which peace
and progress will prevail for the benefit of all mankind
Of course, all our countnes ‘have therr different problems and therr
dufferent snterests But we have met here to reconcile our
interests for the promotion of the general good Our discussions have
been frank and friendly and, s 13 evident from the results, We have
achieved remarkable suceess sn defining our atiitude to the burning
1ssues of the day
1 co-existence underlines our broad approach

The policy of peaceful
to international relations and we have proclmmed admurable pnnciples

which should govern the conduct of States 10 order to promote and to
ensure world peace and secunty  We want a world where peace pre-
vails and where there 18 freedom from feal of nuclear an tion.
We havessued acall to the Powers that have not yet signed the Moscow
Treaty to do so and bave further called on them to Tel
acquisition of production of mnuclear ‘weapons ‘We have
urged peaceful settlement of disputes, including border disputes,

and tves resolutely agumnst the threat or the
have proclaimed OUrselV! y agat e oty

use of force and for thenont recogmition of ituations brov! -
force We have also raised our voice frmly and 10 umson agawnst the
on of the Nog Aligned Nauons Conference Cr0

Speech at the closiog 2551
October 10 1964 -
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evils of colonialism and of ractal discnmunation  We wash to lend our
combined strength to the Umted Nations to enable 1t to fuifil more
effectively 1ts princsples and purposes  And we wish to plan and work
for an era of closer international cooperation in ali fields of human
endeavour, with particular empl on devel t

COMMON GOALS WITH CEYLON

OUR VisiT, Madam Pnme Minuster, 1s an event that gives us immense
pleasure Ceylon 15 close to us geographically and also closs to our
hearts We have had the honour of welcoming you here before  You
took the trouble of being here last at the time of the passing away
of my great and emument predecessor Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
It was gracious of you to have come on that occasion and sympa-
thised with us 1n our 1 Joss and b 1 know how
fnendly Jawabarlaly was to the Government of Ceylon and to
the Ceylonese people Long before India and Ceylon got their
depend Jawaharlaln wisited Colombo and as 2 fighter for
freedom he was given a great welcome 1n your country Everyone
of us knows how near he was to your distinguished husband
Mr Bandaranaike We chensh our frendship with Ceylon and st
13 our earnest hope that the bonds of umty will become stronger
1 future and that we will try to be helpful to each other
1t 15 very good of you, Madam Prime Munuster, to have decided to
visit India at this ime  We have a small problem between our two
countnies and I know both of us believe that 1t should be possible to
settle 5t Prot often anse b hbounng countries, but
‘because of their closeness 1t should also be easy fo settle the problems
1n 2 fnendly manner
The recent explosion of an atom bomb by China has created a stir
which 15 undoubtedly 2 matter of concern for all of us However, we
have always held the view that the use of nuclear weapons should be
banned by agreement and all nations 1n the world should unite to save
humanity from destruction. T also feel that those countries which do
not possess nuclear weapons, in Europe, Asia, Aftica, should unite and
make a concerted effort to build up the necessary public opinton This
would have an impact on the countries which are i possession of
nuclear weapons  Tmust admit that weare passimg through a most

Speech at a dinner g Y
Bhaven New Dethy, ogotge :Dz 1‘,’”{’9”;.1 of Mrs. Suimavo Bandaranaike at Rashtrapaty
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difficult perfod m international relations and we have to act wisely
and as far a8 possible m cooperation wth each other

For the countnes which hase recently attained therr fieedom, 1t 1s
most important that they make cconomic progress We have to
deal with the problems of poverty and unemployment, of industnal and
agneultural development 1 know, Madam Prime Mrnuster, that you
Tully agree with this and are slready engaged in tlus task  Our problems
here 1n India are enormous, but we are tryng to tackle them as effectine-
lyaswecan  We believe 1n a planned economy and we arean the pudst
of our thurd Five Year Plan It 1s our earnest effort that through the
completion of our Plans, we should be able to give a fufler and more
prosperous life to our men, women and children  When I think that
the difficulties of 460 muthon people have to be successfully and
effectvely tackled, many other thungs pale tato nsiguficance  Let us
bope that we will be able to defeat paverly and unemployment and
to build up a new socal order which would give real relief to our
people It 15 essential for the under-developed countnes to try to
Lelp each other and cooperate with each other 1 improving the
standard of hving of their people T know you feel equally strongly
on the question of peace and of economic development of Asian and
African countries

We all wish you well

WORLD PEACE

INDIA AND THE many other countries which have attained indepen
dence 1n the fast twenty years or so are averse to any kmd of
conflict, because thewr objectrve 15 to build & new social order

Tt 13 most important that these countnes should be allowed to carry
on their task i peace.  On behalf of the people of India, I would hke
to say that for us the most 1mportant and vital thing 1s the maintenance
of peace 1 the world

If the world 15 to live in peace, we will have to accept the policy of
co-enstence  Humamty 18 being demed the fullest advantage of the
development and progress made 111 science and technology because of
an atmosphere of cold war, and tensions evetywhere wlich divert our
attention and our resources The Moscow Test Ban Treaty was a
ech at World Copference for Peace and Internatonal Cooperation,

New O ovember 16, 1564
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welcome achievement We are hoping that there will be further progress
in this direction  Nothing has happened so far but we cannot afford
to be pessimistic  Thus Conference will strengthen those who want to
work for disarmament and peace  Countnies which do not possess
nuclear weapons or nuclear devices for destructive purposes should
stand united and rasse their voices against nuclear development

It would be swierdal for India to enter 1nto the arena of nuclear
weapons We have to spend each and every pie at our disposal
for the betterment of our people, for improving the lot of the weaker
elements 1n our soctety  To think of manufacturing bombs and invest-
mg mibions and millions of rupees for that work would mean
impovenshing our people and causing further misery to them  In
these circumstances, purely from the practical pomnt of view, ¥ do feel
that Inda cannot afford to adopt any other policy

‘Non ahgnment can help us to achieve disarmament as well as peace
Through non alignment, we ncrease and expand the area of peace

ATOMIC EXPLOSIONS IN CHINA

HAVE recerved your letter of the 17th of October, 1964, on the atomc

explosion conducted by China, the previous day, along with a state-
ment 1ssued by the Government of the People’s Republic.

2. Your Excellency’s letter and the statement repeat the same argu-
ments and make the same proposal which you made 1n  July August
1963, when the pations of the world were preparning to sign the Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty, which Your Excellency’s Government refused to
subscribe to

3 Asyou are aware, over a hundred nations have since adhered to
that Treaty and the inter y has dly hailed the
Treaty a5 a sigmficant landmark 1 the quest of humanmty for
gereral and complete disarmament The cessation of atmosphenic test
explosions, which followed, also reduced mdicwactvity 1 the
a(mosphcrc and oonscqu:nl]y the hazards to health which these

were onthe thab of the earth. This
was the first tume n the tistory of mankind that the peoples of the world
took a concrete step towards the ultimate objective of a disacmed world
Since then, the internatonal community has taken severa steps in that

From letter 1o Chou Premut
Republic of Ch anmber%i' Fremuer of the State Councll of the Peoples
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direction, pamcu!nrly towards non proliferation of nuclear weapons
and hmutation of the arms race by reducing the production of
fissionable matenial for the purpose of weapons I regret to note that
the Government of the People’s Republic of China has not only
denied 1ts €oOp 1n this commen endeavour of the peoples of
the world for progress towards the el uon of nuclear Wweapons
and general and complete disarmament, but has also placed scrious
obstacles to 1t Whatever the poliical of miltary consideralions,
the nuclear explosion conducted at Lop Nor on the 16th of October
in total defiance of the opmon of the nations of the world and 10
complete disregard of the health of 1ts mnocent inhabitants 15 2 deve-
lo;:‘mcm that the people all over the world must regard as retrograde
an: d " 1,

4 Your Excellency has prop 4 *that a summut conference of all
countries of the world be convened to discuss the quesuon of the
complete prohibition and thorough destrucuon of auclear weapons
and that, as a first step, the summit confercnce should reach 80 agree-
ment to the effect that the nuclear powers and those countnes which
may soon become nuclear powers undertake not to use nuclear weapons,
netther to use them ngainst non nuclear countnes and nuclear free
zones, nor aganst cach other™ AS 1 smd earher, {hys proposal 18
similar to the one Yout Excellency made when the Government of
the People’s Republic of Chuna refused to SIER the Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty My predecessor then rephed to Your Excellency at some
length  He sad that general and complete disarmament covenng
conventional weapons and forees, as well as nuclear weapo
means of delivery, was the most urgent and the most vital of
the peoples of the world  Pending the conclusion of & comprehensive
treaty, 1t was necessary that immediate and posiive SIEPS
measures of arms control and limitation and reduction O
war, be taken to reduce snternational tenston and build up confidence
1zed of the problem and the
Umited Natons and the Disarmament Committee had been dealing
with the entire gamut of the problems of disarmament andof 2 disarmed
world My predecessor then ted the steps which had already
been taken and were beng taken by the internationa’ €7 mty 18
s regard  He made pamcular reference 0 the stoppage of nuclear
weapons tests 10 respect of which an iaternational treaty bad yust been
n to the fact that your Excellency was
one of the signatones of the Bandung declaration, which stated, infe?
aha, that “Pending the total prolubstion ‘of the manufacture of nuclear
and thermo-nuclear Weapons, the conference 2P ed to all powers
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concerned 1o reach an agreement to suspend expeniments with such
weapons”™. He hoped that the People’s Republic of Cluna, 1n harmony
with the majonty of the countries of the world, would subscnbe to the
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, which was not only a step towards general
and complete disarmament, but also of great sigmficance in saving
humanity from the death-dealing fall-out resulting from explosions 1n
the atmosphere
5 Tregret to say that Your Excellency’s Government has behed this
hope and ignored the appeal of the peoples of the world The radio-
active fall out from the Chinese explosion has traversed the atmos-
phere of the globe, spreading 1ts unhealthy debnis over the peoples of
theworld It has also grven 4 set-back to the efforts being made by the
mternational commumty to prevent the prohferation of nuclear
weapons and to bring the world nearer to 1ts goal of general and
complete disarmament
6 In your letter, last year, Your Excellency had ignored con-
ventional disarmament  This particular aspect of the matter cannot be
absent 1n any proposal from the People’s Republic of Chuna which has
the largest army an the world, not including miilions of armed men i
the Chinese mulita  In your last letter, Your Excellency had also
proposed a Summut Confererice which was to consider the question of
prohiation and destruction of all nuclear weapons and of taking certamn
measures as mmtal steps  These 1artial steps ncluded the establishment
of nuelear free zones, including one which would cover China, and
bind her to refraining from the export or import of nuclear weapons or
technucal data for their f: and the of all nuclear
tests  This ume, Your Excellency has omitted these suggestions, a3
the People’s Republic of Chuna, 1n complete disregard of 1ts own pro-
posals, has now established China as a nuclear weapons zone, rather
than 2 non nuclear zone, and conducted 2 nuclear weapons test €x-
plosion Now Your Excellency only suggests that the step to be
taken should be that nuclear powers should not use nuclear weapons
There 1s no to the non of p the non-
possesstan of weapons or the non testing of weapons
7 In the reply we had sent to your last communication, we had
ponted out that the problems of general and complete disarmament,
luding nuclear and arms, were highly complicated
matters requnng a lot of detaled work and were not matters which
could be debated and settled at a large of the kind prop
by Your Excellency By therr very nature, these sntricate 1ssues need to
be negotiated 1n smaller commuttees and often at the level of experts, as
was bemg done by the United Nations We agreed that 1t was essential
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that all countnics subscribed to a treaty on general and complete
dusarmament, but we felt that a conference of plempotentiaries of the
countnes of the world coutd be uscful only when substantial progress
had been made 1 working out a draft treaty on general and complete
disarmament

§ The Government of Indra conunue to adhere to these Views,
which are nlso the views of the majonty of the nations of the world
What 1s needed is not declarations of exhortations, but concrete and
speaific steps, Like cessanon of tests, prolbiuion of the use of fissile mate-
nal for purposes of weapons, non proliferation of nuclear weapons,
reduction of Jarge and intrmidating armics, €1 1n this context, T trust
Yout Excellency's Government wall take early steps 10 subseribe to the
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and stop the production of these weapons
of mass destruction

9 The Government of India beheve that general and complete
disarmament 18 the most urgent and the most vital problem facng
mankmd today  They hase, for years. urged that  treaty on general
and complete disarmament be agreed upon as specdily as possible, and
have lent therr full support to all measures, comprehensive OF pattial,
preliminary of othermise, to that end They will continue 10 do so
We behese in the ulumate victory of the spinit of humanity over the
glonfication of war and violence to the detnment of the humat race.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances ol‘myh:ghatccns:demuun

EACHANGE OF VIEWS IN Uk

WIDL RANGE of subjects came up for discusston dunng my meelings

with Mr Harold Wilson and several of s Cabimnet colleagues

We exchanged views fully and frankly n & frendly and informal

atmosphere
‘There was no formal agenda for discussions However, Some of the
topics on which there was an exchange of Views, were as follows

(f) The comple® snternational situation 8% SeCn from Delht and

London, pamcuhrly the difficult situations 1n South East

Asia, South Asia and Afnca
(i) Problems of peace, disarmament, pmxculurly nuclear dis
armament, the Umted Nations, the proposal regarding the

Statement fn Parhament, December 9 1964
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mulnlateral force, freedom for the remaimng colomes and
of to developing countres
(ui) The balance of payments problem of the UK.

(#v) India's programmes of development and India’s defence needs

As the House knows I had not gone to the United Kingdom with any
speafic requests or proposals  This exchange of views was, however,
very useful The Prime Mimster of UK and his colleagues stressed the
the mmportance of having frequent opportumties at various levels to
exchange views 1n an mformal manner so as to understand one another's
powmnts of view even 1if no agreement could be reached on certain
speafic matters Thcy felt that in the complex and difficult world
of this nature would help the larger
interest of world peace and disarmament and assist the promotion of

and social progress, p larly 1n the deve)
One of the matters w!uch 15 of spectal importance to Indxa and which
has attracted much attention 1n the UK also 15 that of the recent
explosion of a nuclear device by Chuna and sts impact on the nuclear
policy of the Government of India ~ Our views on thus question are well
Lnown India1s determuned to pursue the path of peace and to work
for the ehrmnation of the nuclear menace which faces mankund today
The non nuclear countries 1o particular have to give senous thought
to this matter and the Government of Indta are already 1a touch with
several other povernments on this question  Equally, 1t 1s the responst~
bility of the great nuclear powers, particularly the USA and the USSR,
to thunk of steps for the el of the threat that over~
hangs mankind ‘We must not forget that the nuclear dangerisa menace
to the people of the whole world  Our views were stated categoncally
and they were welcomed

THE SINO-INDIAN DISPUTE

I TAKE THIS opportunity of restating our position on the question
of Clupa’s aggression and claims on our termtory in order to
remove any possible misunderstanding

Some ume after the Chunese had commutted aggresston on our
borders, the Colombo proposals were formulated by certam friendly
countries  The Government of India accepted these propsals, but
the Clunese Government did not do so  Later, the Ceylonese Prime

Statement v Lok Sabha December 24 1964
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Mimst fted us on the q of eiviban cheek posts an the
demilitarised zone of Ladakh, In reply, the Government of India
mdicated therr willingness 1o agree to there being no posts of either
side in the sud demilitansed zone  Since then, there have been no
further developments  In this context, the question of any negotiations
does not anse at present.

The Government of India behese in the pursit of peace and i

if by mutual di provided always that such discussions
can be held consistently with the honour and dignuty of the country

INDIA AND FRANCE

Imm ANpFRANCERaVe a veryold relationshipand bave always rev
matned friends  There was a ime when some parts of India were
under Frenchrule  The whole country was under Briish rule, We
fought for our freedom and I must say that the Brush parted with great
erace and we attained our independ 1 must also comy the
French Government for the way they gave up therr colomes in India
Stnee then our bonds have become even stronger and we have come
much closer to each other
Since independence, our mam problem has been that of the econo-
mic development of our country  We have made considerable progress,
but we have stll to go very far  We are a poor country and we
have 1o do our utmost to raise the Lving standards of our people  We
want to build up & new socia] order 1 which every man and woman will
get the basic pecessibes of Lfe We believe 1n socialism and we do not
want any monopohes 1n our country  In fact, we desure an equitable
distnbution of our national wealth
We love democracy and we have a very farge adult franchise 1n our
country We have had three elections, perhaps the biggest elections i
the world if § may say so, 1n which millions of peaple have exercised
thewr franchise These eloctions have been peacelu! and it has shown
that demtocracy kas got a strong foothold s India.  We have as our
objective democracy as well as a radical economic change so that we
have politieal, social and econonuc frecdom  In this process of develop-
ment, France has also been very helpful in trade and commerce We
do hope that there will be further expansion and we greatly welcome

Speech at @ dinner g ven p bonour of Monsieny Pomg dou, Pnme Munster of
France at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delbs, February 8 196!
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the and collaboration we have recewved from France m
connecnon with different projects and industries

In international matters, we believe 1 peace and disarmament I
know France also believes in these objectives and both of us have to
work for these objectives It 18 important that countries holding diffe
rent views should live together  That 15 why we lud the utmost stress
on peaceful co-eustence It 15 equally important that there should bc
reduction in conventional arms and the of total disar
should be camestly pursued It 15 much mote wmportant that the
development of nuclear devices should come to a stop and esery cffort
should be made for the elimunation of nuclear weapons It 15 tmportant
if cwvilisation and humamty are to survive

COOPERATION WITH AFGHANISTAN

GUR VISIT 15 most welcome to us, Afghanistan has fought forits
wndependence and preserved 1t. 1 know yours 1s a freedom loving
country and that you believe in the freedom of all countnies 1n the world
Your are wholly opposed to colomiahsm. 1t 1s indeed regrettable that
we should sull have colomes in this world There are Poriuguese
colontes which are a matter of shame to humaanty and to allof us  We
have also 1 our nudst South Afnica where something s happening which
18 dable and ble to alf of us  We cannot con
cesve that the hind of Apartheid they are observing could be posaible in
the present-day world
Having amuned our freedom, the most mportant problem for us
15 that of d 1 progress and progress in the
agncultural sector also  Our achuevement 1n the industnal sector has
been sigmificant and I am glad that Your Excellency will get an oppor
tunity to sec something of what we have done during the last fifteen

Afghanstan and India have many common problems I know
your man problem 15 also that of economic development. We can
cooperate 1n many matters  for instance, i the matter of tramng of
technical personnel, we can be of help and assistance and we wonld be
most willing to contnbute our nute mn this regard

Ininternational matters we see tye to eye with each other on almost
all impoertant problems  You believe 1n non alignment and India also

Speech at a dinmer given 1 honour of Hiy Excellency Dr Mohammed Yosuf,
Prime Mitster of .ugtunm at mshmyau Bhavan, New:yDenn, Febroary 18 1965
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strongly believes In it 1t was our late Prime Minsster Pandit Jawahar-
lalyt who put forward this idea and pursued it to the end In spite
of the enormous difficulties we have had to face during the fast few
years, we ded niot deviate from thus policy and I thunh st has pad us 1n
many ways We have accepted the policy of non alignment but not
with any selfish motive or purpose It 1s ncceptable to us because we
feel that 1t means independence 1n thinking and action It expands the
sphere of peace and st helps in accepting and adoptng the policy of
I know Afgh also believes 1n co-existence and 1t

is smportant that 1 pursuance of these policies we should work for
disarmament and for peace

What the world needs most today 1s the maintenance of peace
and the avordance of conflicts between nations  Unfortunately the
position in South East Asia, specaally in the Indo-Chuna sector, 1s fraught
wth difficulues and we have suggested that the conflict which 1s going on
there at the present moment should be stopped and the different parties
concerned should meet and discuss amongst themselves  We have also
suggested that a Geneva Conference type of meeting mught be held so
that there 15 a dialogue between the countries concerned and others
who are nterested  This conflict must not escalate

The world as a whole s full of problems and difficulties and 1t 18
most important (hat e\try country whuch foves 1ts freedom and wants
to is and gty should work for peace
and try to see that therc 18 disarmament tn the world which alone wali
Iead to real peace

VIETNAM

HE QUESTION of Vietnam is uppermost m the mnds of our people
and of people all over the world today We have always stnven for

the success of the Geneva Agreement, and tried to se¢ that there 15 no
breach of the agreement and no conflict  Unfortunately, the position
has becaite ratker delicate  We kad made an appeal that the present
hostilitses should come to an end, that the two parties concerned should
stop fightng  The other thing we had suggested was that there should
be another Geneva Conference It 1sa very difficult problem and there
seems to be no immediate sofution 1n sight. Therefore, we feel that
even those not directly interested might meet for mutual consultations

From reply to debato on Presidests Addsess, Rajya Sabha, March 9 1965
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which alone could pomt to some fund of soluion We have also
watten to different Governments in this regard, and there has been,
generally speaking, a favourable response  The countries we wrote to
have generally supported the 1dea that there should be some kind of
jount appeal to end the present hostilities, and that there should be some
Xind of conference also X thunk that 1t 15 1n the 1nterest of world peace
that these suggestions are accepted We wall do our level best to
move 1 this matter and sec that something positive »s done

CLOSE TIES WITH NEPAL

EVERAL MONTHS 2go, His Majesty the King of Nepal kindly 1nvited
me to paya visit to Kathmandu I went there on Apn? 23 for 2
short visit of about twodays  As1said in Nepal, there are no problems
of any mmportance or consequence between our two countres, and our
relations wath Nepal are 1n a very good and healthy state My wisit to
Nepal was, therefore, 2 goodwill visit 1 every sense of the term
His Majesty’s Government and the people of Nepal accorded us
a warm and affy This 13 symbobie of the fnendsh
of the Government and pcople of Nepal for our Government and people
1 should bike to take this opportwuty of thanking Fis Majesty's Govern~
ment for the hospitahty they extended to us
1 had the opportumty of a cordial and fniendly exchange of views
wath His Majesty and with the Chairman of His Majesty’s Counerl of
Miunisters, Sha Suryz Babadur Thapa. We exchanged views on the
world situation and the recent developments 1n Asia and I am glad to
nform the House that, as stated 1o the joint commumgue 1ssued on the
conclusion of my visit to Nepal, these talks were charactensed by a
* proad measure of unity and 1dentity of purpose and approach” on all
these matters.  His Majesty’s Government agree with us that so far as
the developing countries of the world, including Nepal and India, are
concerned, there 18 no acceptabls a]lcmauw 1o the polictes and prm-
cples of non al and p ful co-e. which we have
pursued hutherto
1 was glad to see that Nepal 15 making progress 1n the economuc,
socal and other spheres of her national bfe I am glad to inform the
House that His Majesty’s Gov are ofthe
which we hase been able to extend  The numerous projects being

Statemest o Parbament, May 35 1965
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constructed tn collaboration with ourselves are making rapid progress
and the G of Nepal yed to me their at the
speed of progress on these projects

His Majesty the Kimng 1naugurated the Kosy barrage on Apni 24
at a moving ceremony at the site which was attended by a vast number
of people, Indian as well as Nepalese This project 1s an impressive
symbol of Indo-Nepal cooperation 1n removing hunger and poverty
and 1n bninging a better and a fuller kfe within the grasp of our two
peoples T Taid the foundanion of the Kosi canal dunng the same
ceremony

In conclusion, T am glad to say that I have returned from Nepal remn
forced 1n my belief that the friendship between our two countnes 15
lasting  Trust and sympathy are the hallmark of our relations with
Nepal Goodwill between the two countries and their peoples 15 plents
ful, and the desire for cooperation for mutual benefit 1s alf too evident.
Because of the geographic contigutty of the two countnes and the
pumerous other bonds that tie them together, the dealings between our
two Governments are extensive In the course of the conduct of’ thm
relations at all levels, some minord lties ave bound to be exp
by one side or the other, but there 1s no reason to thiok that these
difficulties cannot be resolved by mutual consultation to the satisfaction
and advantage of both countries  In fact, this 1s happening every day
Apart from high Tevel visits and consultations offierals of the two
countries meet practically every other month to resolve mmor difficulties
as they anse and to promote and carry forward the cooperation which
15 vital to both countries

1 have extended an invitation to His Mayesty the King to visit India
and he has gr 3 -pted our 1 have also mvited Shrt
Thapa, Chauman of the Council of Mususters, to visit our country and he
has very kindly agreed  We shall look forward to their visits

,\__\ THE GIFT OF FRIENDSHIP

( I HAVE absalutely no daubt that the ties of friendship between India
and the Soviet Unton will grow stronger with each passing year
1 feave for the Soviet Uron tomorrow on a goodwill visitt  India and
the Soviet Union are close friends who bave an identical approach on

& specal anterview with All Ind a Radio on the eve of departure for the
Unm May 11 196_]
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many issues  There are absolutely blems b us Thetwo
countries have collaborated m many ﬁelds Only recently we cele-
brated the tenth anmiversary of Indo-Soviet economic cooperation
Bhilay, Baraun, Neyveli, the Heavy Machmery Plant at Ranchr and
the Heavy Elcctnc:‘d Equxpment Plant at Hardwar are some out-
Bokaro will soon be
added to this lmpmsswe hst. These pmjeds will remamn the most
abiding and the most chenshed monuments of Soviet Indian friendship
Jawsharlal used to say, ‘The Sowiet Union has given us many
precious gifts, the most precious gt of these 1s fnendship’. I can

i do no better than to echo these sentiments 3

\/ COMMON OBJECTIVES WITH USSR

OUR EXCELLENCY, Mr Pnme Mimster, Your Excellencies, Ladies

and Gentlemen,

My colleagues and T have been 1n your country for just a few bours
We are greatly impressed by the warmth and cordmlity with which we
have been rece;ved My predecessor, Jawaharlal Nehru, always
had the most vivid mpressions of the deep feelings of friendship for
Indta which are entertamed by the people of the Soviet Union

1 would like to express my warm appreciation of the kind references
you have made to my country and people 1 wonld ke to assure you
that we 1n India have the ighest regard and affection for the Soviet
Umion and the people of your great country

{IHe Soviet Unton was one of the first countries with which we esta-
blished diplomatic relations after the dawn of freedom 1n our country
We did so 1n the that the develop: of fnendly rel
between our two countres was necessary not only i the interests of
our two peoples but also mn the larger mterests of peace throughout the
world

Over the years there has beer a most remarkable development 1
our relations 1n the political, economic and cultural fields The close
and ever growing und ding and p between our two
countries on many vital iternational questions 15 a lasting tribute to
the success of the policy of peaceful co-existence between States with

different political, social and econormic systemns to whuch both our
Governments steadfastly subscn’be,

[_Rzply 1o the toast at the banquet miven by the Soviet Pnme Mimster Moscowr
Miy 12, 19653
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(Ve are particularly gratified by the constant understanding and
respect your Government has shown for our policy of non alignment.
This policy 1s niot based on considerations of expediency but finds 1ts
roots 1n the history and tradition of our country from ancient times
In the context of today we are firmly convinced that the policy of
non alignment and peaceful co-exstence 15 the best means of preserv-
g our independence and soverergnty  We have adhered to this policy
1n spite of the serous pressures and threats to our wndependence and
terntonal integnty we have been subjected to It 1s no exageeration
Tor me to say that our ability to pursue ths policy has to & large extent
been due to the understanding and support which your Government
has extended to thus pol?cj)b

It has been a sourcc of great satisfaction to us to see the develop-

ment of close and coog between ourt
on many vital iternational qucsuons At the United N:mons and
other wnternational forums, our & have

1 the purswt of common objectives Your supporl on some wital
1ssues concernmng  India has been deeply appreciated by our Gover-
ment and people and has forged unbreakable bonds of friendship
between us

‘The close coopemuon and understanding whuch so happxly e)usls
nthe apy h of our two 10 various
flows from our common quest for peace and our common desire to
elimmate war It 1s for thus reason that both our countries aze totall
opposed to the use of force for the settlement of mternational disputes
Stmilarly, we share the view that general and complete disarmament
must be achieved as early as possible if mankimnd 1s to be saved from the
threat of complete am'uhﬂauorD The Test Ban Treaty which was
signed n tus hustonic city two years ago was a sigmficant first step on
the way to disarmament India was one of the first countnes to sign
thus treaty  Unfortunately, not all countries have found 1t possible
1o subscnbe to this treaty and the world now faces the dangerous
consequences of an unrestricted prolferation of nuclear weapons Q‘he
1miernational communsty has to address aself with the utmost serions
aeve dr gy prodila oF shate i & e gy st shat werpets af
mass destruction will not pass wnto the hands of a larger number of
coustries, thereby resulung 1n a serious threat to the secunty of the
world Tt 1s a matter of great that our G have
always worked 1n close coordination :n all matters relating to disamma-
ment’§ 1t 15 our hope that the current sesston of the Umited Natwons
Disarmament Commussion will mean posiive progress in this field
and that its deliberations will Jead to the Erghteen Nation Disarmament
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Commuttes resuming sls work wath o greater sense of direction end
purpose as soon as possible
I would fike to express our gratitude for the substantial econamsc
assistance we have received from the Soviet Unson dunng our second
and third Five Year Plan penods  The various schemes and projects
which have been implemented wath Soviet aid have gone a long way
1n creating a base for the economue structure we are planning to bmid
1 our country The Bhilax Steel Project 15 onc of many lastng monu-
ments to the close and fiendly cooperation between our countries in
the economic field  We are now ¢ngaged in working out the frame-
work for our fourth Five Year Plan and I am glad to hear that my
colleague Mr Asoka Mehta has had femtful discussions with representa-
tives of your Government on the basis of which our long term cconomic
7 can be coord d for the mutual berefit of both our
countnies and peoples
Mr, Chairman, for me personally thus s truly & voyage of dis-
covery_} I have p 1y had the privilege of g several dis-
tingwished feaders of your great country dunng ther wisits to India
I was also anxious fo meet the fnendly and warm hearted people of
the Soviet Union and their leaders and to feel the glow of that close
fnendship which llumines our mutual relatonship We i India
are now going through the first stages of mdustnal revoluton  We
are making efforts to mmp the living dards of the
mulbons of our country  Your country, Mr Chairman, bas already
advanced far towards the completion of this process {You have achieved
marvels 1n the ficld of science and technology and have even enabled
man to conquer space (\\Ve admure you and we congratulate you on
your achicvements We are also happy in the thought that 1n so many
spheres of economic actvity in our country, we are successfully col-
laborating with the Soviet Union and are steadily but surely progres-
smg towards the establishment i our country of a socialist socety in
which there will be no senous mequalities between the nch and the
poor a}m which all our people wall be assured of a reasonable standard

of nng

T fully share your view, Mr Pnme Mimster, that the close and
friendly ties which have developed between our two countnes are 1a
the interests of our people and of world peace uszlf May I request
you, 1) Ladies and Gentl 10 joun me mn dnaking 8
toast to the health of the Chawman of the Presidium of the Supreme
Sowviet, His Excellency Mr Mikoyan, to the health of the Chairman of
the Council of Minusters of the Union of the Soviet Socrahst Republics,
His Excellency Mr Kosygm, to the welfare and prospenty of the Soviet
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people and to the further fed: and b of Indo
Sowiet friendship

THE CONSCIENCE OF THE WORLD

R RECTOR, Dear Fnends,

1 am deeply touched by your very kind welcome Words fail
me in expressing my grattude to you for the affection shown to me ¥
am sorry to have been fate 1t was on necount of important discussions
I wat having with Mr Brezhnev  He did not allow me to get up
There was no alternauve,  As a guest, T had to remam seated there
lI am in the hands of the Soviet authonues, a prisoner, but a pnsoner of
ove

1 am very happy to have this opportumty of seeing with my own
cyes how the world of friendship 1s being built §n the munds and hearts
of the youth of various countries  This 1s a laudable expertment.
The only way to buwld peacs and friendship among the peoples of the
world 15 by bringing them together in mstitutions hke this where they
can open their hearts and minds to the fresh winds of thought that
biows from all parts of the world I believe that the seeds of friendstup
sown 1 mstitutions like this are bound to take deep root and grow m
tume to come  If the leaders of the world could join and discuss things
in s faendly and peaceful atmosphere such as you bave here, most
mternationa! prablems could be solved without any difficulty what-
ever  Youare the future leaders of your countries and of the world
and [ wish you every successin catrying  the message of frendshup,
of world peace, and of human understanding from the portals of this

to your own You have to brnng about by your
sincere and carnest efforts & world where man will respect hus fellow-
men and where the colour of one’s skin, or one’s political or religious
creed wall not be forces that divide .
Inm bappy that more than 2 hundred and forty students from India
are studying 1n this wstitution . We are grateful to the Soviet Union ~
for having given this apportunity 1o our students to study 1 vanous
fields of science and technology at this umversity I hope that our
students will brng credit to themselves, ta therr country and to ths

wmstitution >

Address at Friendship University Moscow May 14 1963
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Mr Rector, at a ime when tension and stnfe are once again tending
to divert the attention of the world from the path of peaceand progress,
1t seems necessary to make spectal efforts o stress those hugher vafues
of amity and goodwill to which both our countries are awrrevocably
devoted Mab Gandht who g i, shaped and gwided India’s
struggte for independence prociaimed and carned into effect the policy
that even a colomal power could be fought by peaceful methods and
without feekings of bitterness and ammosity The world’s conscience
today has to be roused agamnst the forces of stafe and destruction
The leaders and peaple of India and Soviet Union are working together
1n s durection  In this great tasks your Unsversity and other simular
nshitutions can play a truly effective role

It was India that led the battle of freedom agamst impenahism.
‘We fought st with a specsal technique and we won our freedom 1n about
twenty five years  The leaders of India, Gandhiy and Jawaharlaly,
always sud that India would never be satisfied unless all Asian and
Afnican countnies achieved freedom 1 am glad to say that soon
after the of independence by Inda, freedom came to the
countnes of Asia T am happy that most of the countnies of Africa have
achieved independence There are still some countnes which are
under foreign subjugation India stands aganst colomahsm We
feel that there will be no peace unless all colonies have attaned freedom
and there 15 no subjugation 1 any part of the world I would especially
like to cefer to the Portuguese colonies of Mozambique and Angola,

to Southern Rhodesia and to the policies pursued i South Afnea.
The people of these countnes are waging 2 battle aganst colonialists
and undergoing termble suffenng. There 1s no alternative for the
people but to accept these suffenngs and go ahead with their battle
with courage and determination ¥ would like to comvey to them the
moral support of the people and the Government of India T have
no doubt that India, the Soviet Umon and all non aligned countries
will stand by these freedom fighters till they have achieved mdepen-
dence

Mr Rector, I wish you every success 1n the unigue experiment that
you have launched bere, and through you T wish to convey to all the

students of the eighty three countries who study here my best wishes
for success n their work Thank you




RECAPTURING THE ATMOSPHERE OF PEACE

® CHAIRMAN, Your Excellencies and Friends,

¥ feel greatly honoured to partirpate 1 this function and heartily
reciprocate the warm feclings which you have expressed  From my
pomt of view this 18 an extremely Important occassion when I am
meeting the leaders of a country which has strong ties of frendship
with India. T want 10 tell Your Excrllencies that the people of India
have the highest regard for the people of USSR and that they chensh
this deep and growing frendshup between ourselves

While Governments can give the lead in cementing freadiy refations
between  countnes, the hd of such fnendship depends 1n
the ulumate analysis on the efforts of the people themselves  The
people of India and the people of the Sowviet Umon have already
demonstrated that they are umted together by genwne, strong and
abiding bonds of frendshup
f @ur mutual relations are based nat upon any temporary expedients
buf upon the sincere realisation that the farger interest of humamty
can be served best by promoting and enlarging the area of peace Our
close refationship 1s not directed agamst the mterests of any other
country or any other people On the contrary, we both camestly
wish that alf the countnes of the world should be umted together by
similar feelings of mutual regard and close understandingy Our
mussiont would be completed only when that day dawns -

The father of the Indian nation, Mahatma Gandhr and our great
nauons! leader, the builder of modern India, Jawaharlal Nehru always
conceved of the freedom of India only as a part of the freedom of the
oppressed pations all ever the world Gandhi and Nehru were men of
great vision and unbounded idealism  They taught us to believe
that the freedom and independence of India would be incomplete so
long 3s any country snywhere in the world contiued to be under
foresgn domunation  When, therefore, we attained our independence,
we did not thunk that the journey’s end had come  We knew that the
process of liberation had just began and that we had sull to traverse a
long road whichlayaheadofus It 1s for thus reason that throughout
these years we have gven strong support o all the peoples who have
fought for ndependence from colomsal domisation The people of
India are clear 1n thesr belief that peace can be established throughout
the world only when the last vestiges of colonialism have been efunnated.
T want, therefore, to tetterate today how strongly wme support the

Reply to Mr Kosyeins address of welcome st a recsption held st the Kremlin,
Moscow’ May 15 1965
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aspirations of the people of countries such as Angola, Mozambique,
Southern Rhodesia and South Africa for independence and for freedom
from foreign rule T am happy that 1n the noble task of fighting colo
nialism and imperiahism, the Soviet Union and India have always
stood shoulder to shoulder ra the United Nations
Often T wonder why even today certamn colonal countries should
still wish to cling to therr colomies These powers should not 1n my
opinson 1gnore the realities of the situation  In fact they should heed
world opmion which solidly supports the hberation movement of all
countries which are still ruled by colonial powers It 15 absolutely
essential that the colontes must get thewr freedom as early as possible
Although a number of countries have already attawned thetr indepen
dence, tolontalism stilf persists and this must be elmmated from the
face of the earth so that men everywhere may live 1n freedom and with
a sense of natonal digmity
‘We are most unhappy at the situation sn Vietnam which 1s a great
danger to peace  'We want peace to be restored throughont Vietnam
Al outside mterference should cease and the people of Vietnam should
be able to Live their Lives 1n freedom and with dignity Every endeavour
should be made to bnng about the stoppage of armed confict and
wean away the parties concerned from the battlefield to the conference
table There can be no military solution to the Vietnam problem I
have already smid publicly that the bombings 1n North Vietnam should
stop and the nght atmosphere should be created for a peaceful solution
India and Soviet Unson both firmly behieve 1n the policy of peace
and peaceful Peace 18 1 for the preservation of
humamty in ths thermo nuclear age The only alternative o peacefnl
co-cxstence 15 complete  destruction and even total anminlation
We must, therelt P H m the task of
d peace and 1ater ! amtty and dwill
We must also not Jose sight of the fact that peace 13 indivistble and that
a threat of war anywhere 13 a threat to peace everywhere It 1s my
smeere hope and eamnest expectation that India and Soviet Union
will together provide mughty support to the forces of peacen this
stnife torn world
‘We strongly beheve that the pnmary r:sponsxbxhty of countres

which  have secured 1nd from col B to
provide rekef to thewr pcople who have suﬁ“:red so long under foreign
rule Al has to be d on

with a view to p d food, clothing shelter,

and medical l'amhues tu the peopl: by the smbhshm:m of 2 just
cconomtc and social order  Peace 15 thus of vital mmportance to the
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developing countries  Those who seek o creale an atmosphere
of stnfe and 10 build up tensions are no fnends of the developng
countries  In fact, they compel the developing countries to divert
thewr humited  resources from projects for economie deselopment to
armiment for national defence
(ﬂn: most serious threat to peace in the world today as I'see st js
from' the prol of nuclear weapons } The Soviet Umon has
taken mitatinen p 1 for the further spread
of nuclear weapons ( The Moscow Test Ban Treaty was clearly designed
for this purpose Wheteas jour country is trying fo promote
measures {or nuclear disarmament, China has detonated another
nucleardevice  Thus further underlines the importance and the urgency
of the problem of control and eventual elimimatton of nuclear weapors
Wemn Indiz firmly believe that unless effective measures are taken
1o control the nuclear menace within a short tme, the world may well
reach the pownt of noreture 1 ask you, my fnends, to bestow the
most serious  consideration you can on this danger to mankind and to
erolvg appropnate measures to fight this menace
While India pursues steadfastly the policy of non ahgnment and
peacelit] co-cxistence, certamn countnes are cashing covetous eyes on
our termtones and are attempting  to wiolate our frontiers  In this
manner our terntonal integnty and nattonal sovereignty 1s threatened
We as a people believe 1n peace and 1n the pursuit of peaceful methods
even for the settlement of interpational disputes  We are prepared
always to sit together and discuss such disputes as may ans¢ But o
the path of peace and Is di ded and 15 com-
mtted, weare duty bound 1o safeguard our freedom and to defend
our frontters  In such a situation we would consider no sacnfice too
great  Our responsibility for the preservation of our freedom 1s higher
than any other responsibthity T want to make it clear that we hasve
no desire whatsoever 1o take even an inch of any other country’s
termtory  In fact such an idea never even ocours to our mmnd - At
the same tune we are determined that se shall not allow any pact of
our own terntory to be annexed by force by any other country, no
mattes_svhat sts alignment and what its power
C_\_Vc still believe sincerely that if the world 13 to ive 1 peace at all,
there must be total disarmament, both puclear and conventional,
We congratulate the Soviet Goveroment on taking the imtiatve in
regard to nuclear weapons by pressing the Moscow Test Ban Treaty
1t was ansmportant step towards the achievement of nuclear disarma-
ment, but only the first step We hope that ths will lead to the banning
of ail nuclear tests, mcludmg underground tests, and to the banning of
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the use of nuclear weapons throughout the world ~ We also hope that
total and general disarmament by stages and with adequate_means of
mternational control and inspection wall be achieved in our fetime and
1n the not too distant future Y can assurc you that my Government
and my people will work wholeheartedly 1n cooperation with you and
with other peace loving countnes for this cause

Your Exceliencies, although my country 1s facing a dufficult situa-
tion on 1ts borders, we are still determined to go ahead wath plans for
our cconomuc development {As you are perhaps aware, India has
launched a series of Five Year Plans to improve the economic condi
nions of our people and to give soaial and econonuc content to our
poliical freedom Y Yet we are strving hard, with the voluntary co-
operation of all 6T people, to meet these problems, to raise the standard
of hving of our people, to industnalise_our country and to achuieve the
axms enshnned i our Constitution QVc believe 1 the equality of all
races and religons, we believe sn the equality of men, we believe
socialism, and we hope we can achieve these objectives 1n our own
way, according 1o our own gemus, and maily through the efforts
of our own people

The Governmen! and people of India are happy that fuendly
relations have always existed between our two countnes  They are
confident that these relations will ever grow stronger  Our trade with
the Soviet Union has been doubled 1n the last three years and 1 hope
it will re-double uself 1n the next five years We beheve that our
fncn_d‘s‘)upu to the mutual benefit of both our countries and peoples

My visit to the Soviet Union has convinced me that the Soviet and

Indian people can together be a most potent factor for world peace
Your Excellencies, let us make no mustake  The world hes once
agam begun to dnft away from the path of peace towards the path
of stnfe. The ighest degree of statesmanship 15 needed to prevent
the coming conflict Let us resolve that together we will contnibute to

e of that like teadershup which can yet recapture
the atmosphere of peace It 15 in this wider context that we should
view the importance of the friendly ties that bind us together

My wok 1o this great, hanor, caprel ofy of Mook wll teone 0
a close tomght when I leave for Lengrad Dunng the days 1 have
been here, I have been overwhelmed by the warmth of affection which
the leaders and the people of your great country have showered upon
oy wife and myself The Soviet people are warmly human, straght-
forward and genwne 1 want to assure Your Excellencies that the
450 miion people of India reciprocate heartily these feelings and 1

wonld ask the Soviet people to accept the grectings and good wishes
of all my countrymen for your well being and prospenty




FAREWELL TO MOSCOW

Duk FRITNDS and citizens of the great Soviet Umon 1 brng you
the warm and fuendly gresting of the Government and the
450 million people of India T wish you every success 1n your noble
cﬂ'an of budding up your country and in trying to spread friendshup,
ding and peace throughout the world  We 1n Indja are also
cngagcd n thc great adventure of building up our country 1 vanous
political, socual, cultural, fic and others  As
you know, we suffered from 200 years of colonal rule and we have to
make up for lost ime and telescope centunies 1nto decades and decades
mto years In Alus great fask of building up our country and
helping the mantenance of peace, we feel greatly encouraged by the
sympathy, understanding and active support of the Government and
the_people of this great country
@ have always admired your Government's pobicy of peace and
peaceful co-erustence which, as your leaders told me, 1s a fundamental
prninciple of your foreigh policy since the days of the great Lenn.  We
have also, sinee the beginmng of our struggle for independence under
the Ieadership of Mah Gandtn, dedicated ourselves to this cause
of peace  Our late Pnme Minister Janaharlal Nehru mmtiated  the
five princples of peaceful co-existence between different social, pol:
tical and systems and dther les of
ment as the two main pillars of our foregn polxcy We respect your
policy of peaceful co-existence Just as you respect our policy of non-
ahgnment These two policies go hand i hand and help i the mam
(cnanoe of peace, m the relaxation of tensions and i helping newly
dent and developing countries to therr political and

economxc indcpendcnoc
The

13 taking a dang turn 1 varous
parts of the world —in Asia, 1 Afnca and in Latin Amenca In this
thermo-nuclear age, 1t 15 all the more necessary to follow the path of
peace agd peaceful co-custence 5o that the world may be saved from
the scourge of war The only alternative to peaceful co-custence
is 1 violent upheaval which will destroy the whole of humanity Peace-
ful co-custence s not a policy of weakness bul of s(m:gth,u 15
not @ poricy tar can wrak or
Tt 15 8 positive policy that belps the hiberation of coloral terntonies and
peoples under foreign domunation  We hope that the remamming
pockets of colomahism and xmpemhsm 1n varous parts of the world,
suchas Angola, M b, hodesa, etc, will be removed

Speech on the occasion of a telewision appearance in Motcow May 15 1965
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m the very _near future through the force of strong and powerful
world opmion
1 have been n your heroic aty only for four days today I have
been deeply smpressed by the warmth of your reception and the sim-
centy of your feehngs of friendship for my country and people We
know how bravely you fought agamnst Fascism and Nausm and I
congratulate you on the recogmtion you recently recaived from your
Government on the 20th anniversary celebrations of the victory over
Fasasm The people of the Soviet Uniton played a decisive role in
this great victory over Fasaism, and were aninspirng example to all
countnes to fight apamst aggression
We are determuned to mamtamn the terntonal mtegnty and sove-
rexgnty of our country. While we have no designs on the terntory of
any other country, we shall not tolerate any encroachment on our own
terntory  Like you, however, we bebieve in the settlement of all inter
1 disp H h peaceful wons  We hope that all
other countries wall likewse follow thus path of peace and settle all
questions through peaceful means
1 should like to take this opportunity of thanking the Government
and the people of the Soviet Umion for the generous and disinterested
heip they have given to us s vanous fields of our economD We m
our turn are also trying to help some of our neighbounng countnes
and other countries to the best of our ability, 1n strengthening their
economies  But no country in the world can develop with foreign
assistance alone It 1s, therefore, our aum to reach a self sustaiming
stage, mainly with the efforts of our own people
Our trade and 3} have developed very rapidly
during the last few yexr_b The tenth anmversary of our economuc co-
operation was recently celebrated with great enthusiasm by ounr
people in India  Bhilm and Ranchy, Ankleshwar and Barauni,
Neyvell: and Rampur, are shumng examples of our cooperation i
the new India
@ur trade has increased more than eight tumes tn the last eight years
Both our Governments have agreed to double 1t 1n the next eight years
‘We hope that our and trade will be as beneficial to
you as they are 1o us
CQur cultural relations ate also wncreasing rapidly It 15 necessary
that more and more poeple from our two countnes should viait each
ather so that there 1s greater fellow feeling and understanding between
us Tt1s my earnest hope that our growing frendly relations will help
m promoting @ fecling of amity and goodwill ail around Let the
friendship between the Indian and Soviet people serve as a solid
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found for und ding and coop amongst all the peoples
of world™, ® Feop

T am Jeaving for Leningrad tomght and ¥ would therefore like to
take lcase of you  Allow me, my friends o say how deeply touched
Fam by the warm affectron which has been showered upon my wife and
myself  We are carrying with us happy memones which we will always
chenish ~ Once again I would ask you to accept the greetings and good
wishies of the people of Indsa for the happiness and well betng of aff
men, women and chuldren n this great country

LENINGRAD

AM VERY HAPPY to be 1n your great city It 15 named after a great
revolutionary s the wotld  Lentn will live forever m lustory As

long as there are weak and downtrodden people, Lenn's words wall
be remembered  All Indians have great respect for Lenin and lmve
always Jooked upon him with ad Under hus lead
the revolution directed from this oty changed the face of the Soviet
Unton 1 pay my tnbute to um

I have seen the cemetery 1 Lenmgrad It created a great smpres-
sion on my mind A nation which 1s capable of such great sacn
fices cannot be easily vanquished  Five lakhs of people penished here
and yet the people continued to fight tll victory was won  This
heroic example will be remembered forever and will contmue to
nspite generations  An attack on a mation cannot be met by a
show of weakness, but only by resoluteness

It has pven me much pleasure to visit this great city  Tam grateful
for the affection shown by the men and women of Lenungrad who were
so ch sumple and forward that they won all our hearis
Whenever 1 come to the Soviet Union again, T wall make 1t a pomnt to
visit Leningrad, both because the people of Lemngrad are so full of
affection and because Lenmngrad wall always be a source of inspiration

to me




A VISIT OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE

(\ His was My first visit to the Soviet Union 1 am glad to have

had the opporturuty of mtimate talks with the top leaders of the
Sowiet Umion  These talks were frank and frendly, and the Soviet
jeaders showed understanding and sympathy for India's pont of view
on all important matters Peace and peaceful co-existence were the
keynote of our discussions India greatly appreciates the policy
of peaceful co- pted and adopted by the USSR. The
Soviet Union m turn appreciates our policy of non alignment
Non alignment and peaceful co-existence are the basic pohicies which
would undoubtedly help wm the strengtheming of peace _ Peaceful
co-existence 1s a recogmition of the reahties of the situationy) Every
country wants to butld itself up i accordance with 1ts needs, its parti-
cular gemus and tradiions  Any intervention or subversion wn the
affars of another country, can only lead to bitterness and conflct
which must be avorded { Whatever therr pattern of Government,
whatever their ideologies, all countnes should be able to live 1n peace
and amity  Sumilarly, the fronters between two countries should not
be disputed or settled through aggression  There should be a peaceful
approach ta the solution of this problem The Soviet Umon and
India have both accepted 1t as a sound policy Unfortunately some
countries have resorted to the use of force on our bordex:s) India stul
wants to settle all matters peacefully, but this cannot be achieved by
one side alone It 15 essenual that we protect our borders and mam-
taun.the mtegnty of our country at any cost

Q‘herc were important and useful d on bl

‘We are thankful to the USSR for the help 1t has rendered to India m
the economic field {1 dtn exceedingly glad to say that the Soviet Unton
has agreed to help usTurther 1n the setting up of new basic industries—
non ferrous metal, steel, coal mimng, o1, etc  Soviet assistance wil{
be forthcoming for the fourth Five Year Plan and I am sure the assis-
tance will be substantial  We value ths assistance as 1t will help us 2
good deal in the successful implementation of our Fourth Plan

This visit has been of special importance and § am happy wndecd
to have received  so much cordiahity and foendship CMy wisits to
Lemngrad, Kiev and Tashkent will be memorable to me and to my wife
for the affection showered on us at these places, We wall cherssh this
happy memory always (The people of Ind_\,have the same feclings
towards the people of the Soviet Umion They@ that cooperation

Address 1o Press comespondents at Tashkent, May 19 1965



TRIBUTE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE 131

between the two countnies 13 essential not only for the good of the
two countues but for humanity at large  Both will work for peace
n full cooperation with each other and would hike to mamtzun contacts
for the furtherance of this noble cause T wish and hope that umity
between the Soviet Union and India becomes stronger and that our
bonds grow closer 1 extend my most sincere thanks to Mr Brezhnev
and Mr Mikoyan with whom 1 had fnendly meetings 1n Moscow
They have been good enough to accept my invitation to visit Inda™)
To Mr and Mrs Kosygn, who were good enough 1o accompany
rae and my wife, [ convey my grateful thanks I am thankful
that Mr hosyg should have taken such keen interest 1n my prog
ramme throughout my stay here ] have extended an nvitation to Mr
and Mrs Rosymn to visit Indaa at their conventence, and I am  happy
that they have accepted my savitation
Leningrad and Kiey have left a lasting impression on my mund for

the sipreme sacrifice they made in the fast war - Thesr story of courage
and determination will be written 1t letters of gold and wall always
be a great insy for future If people fight with
courage, there 15 none to defeat them

{We have z eultural agreement with the USSR under which annual
plans are drawn up  Exch under this are conts
nuously increasing  There wall be an exchange_of professors and
scientists and scholarships for two hundred students

1 am delighted to have visited Tashkcn_t)and scen and met the

people of this beautiful ity @ fooks lke India, There appears to
be so much similanty and culliral affinity between us. T have no
doubt that this Republic will develop further 3 T am decply touched
by the cordiaity and friendship shown to  me by the people of
‘Tashkent and wish 10 express my sincere thanks to them

¢Our policy on the sstuatton 1n South East Asia and the pah%y of the

Soviet Unuon are clearly exp d m the Jomnt C B

TRIBUTE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE

(— NE OF THC great achievements of Jawabarlal Nehnu was to put India
O on the map of the world.  He evolved and shaped a foreign policy
which struck a new path i mternational relations and showed a new
way to the whole world My recent vasit to the Soviet Union was also

From translation of extempore speech made in Hinds st Ramfila grounds,
Delly Msy 27 1963
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an outcome of that same polxcy,\or peace and goodwill  The fnendly
welcome extended to me byulg: Prime Mimster, the Mimsters and
{Governments! officials @’rmmvc all, by @w people of the Sowviet
Unton was heart-warming indeed 1t 15 tric that there has been a
great change 1n India 1n that Jawaharlalj 1s no more with us  The
Soviet Union too has seen some changes in the recent past. As 2
result, both the Soviet Prime Mimister and I were 1o a sense.new to the
office, Even so the talks we had were absolutely frank and frendly
What T Liked most about these talks was the absence of any hund of
reservation or manouvning. Nothing was saud which was prompted
by diplomacy Whatever they thought nght they accepted mn 2
strauightforward fashion If they differed on an 1ssue, they said so
clearly and unequivocally 1 did the same I was greatly impressed
by the fact that in my entire stay mn the USSR I had no occaston to
q tion or dabout talk 1n any of the exchanges I

bad thcrf)

Qurs 15 a policy of non alignment. We do not want to join any
power bloc, Eastern or Western . This was a policy demision of
Jawaharlal Nehru  1f we align ourselves to any power bloc, 1 doubt
whether we would be able to think freely or do what we consider nght
for our own country Today Nehru's policy of non zlignment has
been adopted by many Asian and Afnican countries and st has struck
roots there  'We are commutted to the policy of non-ahgnment and the
Soviet Unton fully supports us m thus  They are also whole-heartedly
mplementing the policy of gst people of different
1deologres and different forms of Government whuch had been 1mtiated
by Jawaharlal Nehru and agreed to in pninaiple by them  Thus non-

\! and ful co. have become 2 base, a founda-
tion on which peace and anuty i the world can be built  We want to
further our fnendly relations with those eguntnes who are wath usin
our_pursuit of the policy of non ahgnment

We do not want war with any country It 1s our policy to be frnend-
1y to all, and even to those whose 1deologres and methods are totally
fferent from ows At the same tume, a5 I sad, we do ot want 0
align ourselves to any bloc.  Because of this, pur bonds wath the Soviet
Union have become even closer and stronger

It 1s difficult to find a paralle] for the patnotism and capaaty for
sacnfice [ saw 1n the people of the Soviet Unton  In Leningrad, about
five lakh of people were killed in the fast war and about six Iakh starved
to death This supreme sacnfice of eleven lakh people m one aty
15 1ot a small thing  Although the German Fascists had marched
night up to Kiev near Stalingrad, the Russians did not lose courage
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The men, women and children of the country roused themselves and
clung together 1n 3 heroie bid 1o defend themsehes aad there Fatherland
It does not behove our country, or anv country for the matter of that
fo be perturbed by some small reverses We must remember that the
aggressor 1s always at an advantage, as were Fasast Germany and
Italy  Nobody can forably occupy 2 country of 450 million people
if thev have inner strength, fove for ther motherland and the capacity.
for sacnfice I saw the truth of thus for myself 1a Lemngrad It
was the essence of Jawaharfal Nehru's mesaape that every Indun
should work with devotion for the nation and be prepared for cvery
sacnfee for the sake of the country At the same time 1t 18 true that
we want to svesd war, althongh we cannot succeed an preventing it
entirely on our own, without cooperation from the other party  The
serousness of the wituation will be brought home to us 1f we consider
that once 1t starts 1o wr today can remasn a Jocal affar

Jawaharlal Nehru  was 8 atizen of the world  The suffenings
of peaple anywhere ia the world patned him as much as did the musenes
of his own countrymen  Today we are engaced in the big task that
was g0 dear 1o the heart of our departed leader, of fighting poverly
and unemployrent an our country  We will not rest til the fot of the
common man 1 improved { We are grateful to the countnes from
which we recerve loans and assistance for our Plans  But we must
remember that we have to strengthen our hands and stand on our
own feet  Vve shall shortly have to dispense with this aid We may
nat have enough to eat or wear, but we cannot depend on others m-
definitely 1t 1s not denirable for s to get under the pressure of loans
and md from other countries  We must be prepared to defend the
country ourselies and develop 3t through our own eﬂ‘ons) This 15
what Jawtharlaf Nehru taught s



INDIA AND PAKISTAN



PARISTAN'S AGGRESSION ON THE KUTCH BORDER

HIS 1OUSE may take into consideration the stuation which has
ansen as a result of repeated and continuing attacks by Pakistan s
armed forces on the hutch bonder There have been serious and
{roquent engagements  Qur men are defending our frontiers with
ewmplary salour and I should ke to 16l them that this House and
all the people of this country stand solidly befund them and wilf constder
nosacnfice 100 great to meet this challence to our termtoral
ntegnty
The situation which we are facing today 1s undoubtedly grive |
think the House would like to have a connected account of the events
feading up to the situation that exists today
Dunng the last few months  Pakistan has been resorting penodically
to finng and clashes at several points on the Indo-Padustan border
both 1n the cast and in the west  Qur men have taken defensive action
at all these ponts effectvely, but sath great resttant  The clashes
onthe hutch border arcthe latestin the semes of incidents which
Palustan has chosen to ndulge
Some time ago, Pakistans patrols were noticed moving on a track
close to the Rutch Sind borders  On being challenged by our patrols
the Pakastan: patrols clamed that they were moving on 8 track which
was the old customs track and within Pakistan terntory It was also
noticed that Paksstan had occupred Kanjarkot and established o stand
ing post there  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Ground Rules
the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Rykot Rangers took up
the matter with the Director-General West Pakistan Rangers and
called for a meeting 1o discuss the siuation and to determme the
status quo  The Duirector General West Pakistan Rangers did not
attend but sent Ius local Commander who had a meeting with the DIG
Rajkot Rangers This, however, fed to no resuit and encounters
betwcen our patrols and those of Pakistan continue
On Apnl 9, 1n the early hours of the mornung our border post at
Sardar was attacked with heavy mortar and MMG fire followed by
artiflery fire from 25 pounder guns under cover of which two Gattaiions
of the Pakustan Regular Army belonging to 51 Infantry Bngade advanced
towards the post Details of this encounter have already been gven
1o the House 1n the statement by the Home Minsster on April 12 The
fact that this attack was pre-meditated and pre-planncd was quite

Speech in Lok Sabha April 28 1963
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m the Pakstan prisoners and
?car l;?c?: il::cizcsz‘:;:u :‘T{’:JPT’:\ f‘;? assault on our border pgst b‘)j(
rom d weck of March an
the Pakistan Army was drawn up in the secon the attack were

t of troops began thereafler  Orders for the a

::) ‘;‘;’::3}, gwc,l, o: Apnl 7 and the attach was Iaunched 1n the easly
hou’;sh;:mf,\rg'f lasgﬂm House knows, the Chuef of the Army Staff was
sstructed (o take over eperational control of the border and Army
ixmls moved into Vigohot the same evening The Pakistan: finngs and
shellings, however, continued to which our armed forces have replied

Since then Pakistan armed attacks of increasing sntensity have been
contnuing at many points into our terntory south of the Kutch-
Sind border On Apnl 24, our company post at Pornt 84 was shelled
1n the mormmg and Jater attacked by Palistan infantry supported by
tanks and otber armour  On Apnl 26, Pakistan armed forces, again
with tanks and armoured vehucles, attacked our border post at Biarbet
These attacks are still continuing.

Pakistau armed action 3s an act of naked aggression  They have
attacked Indian posts which are deep 1n Indian territory, six to eght
rades sauth of the border—terntory which on Pakistan's own admission
has never been 1n its possession Hon'ble Members have, no doubt,
seen the statement of the Paksstan Foreign Mimster, Mr Bhutto,
on Apnt 15 1n which he sad, defending the Pakistan posiion  “It
must be remembered that the central fact 1s that this 1s a dispute over
terrtory  whuch lies roughly north of the 24th parallel  The dispute
has ansen not because the boundary 1s undemarcated but because the
disputed ternitory 1s 1n India’s adverse possession ” This 15 what he has
said  In other words, Palustan has chosen to mount an armed attack
on temntary over which Pakistan has never exercised possession and
over which Palustan, mn fact, admuts India’s possession. Pakistan
thus stands sel-condemned She has used force for changing the
status quo and for vindicating its temntonal claups. This 1s contrary
to the Umnited Nations Charter and to the Ground Rules under the
Indo-Pakistan Border Apgreement of 1960 Pakistan's behawiout,
1n fact, amounts to_ clear and open aggression on our territory

As 15 usual with Pakistan even while discussions have been m pro-
gress throngh diplomatic channels to seitle the matter peacefully,
Palistan has been ntensifying 1ts attacks and mowving 1n tanks and
heavy artllery to attack our posts

On April 19, the Foreign Secretary handed over a formulation to
the High C which in sub: was Just what the Pakis-
tan Foreign Office had suggested to our High Commusstoner in Karach:
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a few days earlicr, namely, that there should be o ceasefire, to be
followed by talks at the official level with a view to deternuntng  and
restoring  the stafus quo ante, and fater a high level meeting bet-
ween  the two Governments to discuss the boundary question  On
the morning of Apnl 24, the Pakistan High Commusstoner handed
over an alternative formulation to the Foreign Sceretary, according
to wluch ceasefire was to be followed by the withdrawal of the armed
forces of both India and Paksstan, whether civil or military, from
certain areas which they contended were the disputed fermtory But
cathier the same morning, even before this new formulation had been
presented, Pakstan had launched a heavy attack in brigade strength
on our post at Point 84, west of Chadbet, with heavy artillery
Throvghout this period, Pakistan has been making shifting clarms
and conflicting statements At the meeting between the DIG, Ragkot
Rangers, and Lt Col Aftab A, Commandant of the Indus Rangers,
at Kanjarkot on February 15, 1965, they said that they had not occupied
Kanjarkot but that they were patrolling the area up to the track sonth
of Kamjarkot wiuch according to him was the old customs track ad-
Jomung Sura: and Ding  In the Government of Pakistan’s note, dated
March 1, 1965, which was 1n answer to our protest note of February
18, 1965, 1t was stated by the Pakustan Government that Kanjarkot fort
had not been occupied by the Indus Rangers Today, not only 1s Pakis-
tan n occupation of the Kanjarkot fort but it has gone much beyond
1ts claum to patrolling up to the customs track, Pakistan today 15
laying claim to a large arca south of the Kutch Smnd  boundary and
north of the 24th Parallel
I want to state clearly and emphatically that we reject and repudiate
these cluims 1n their entirety  Pakistan claims that the Rann of Kutch
15 an inland sea and, thercfore, Pakistan 1s entitled to half of this area
Thus 1s completely untenable The Rann of Kutch 15 not an laad
sea and has never been recogmsed as such  Long before the creation
of Pakistan, the then Brtish Government of Indra decided formally,
1n 1906, that 1t was more correct to define the Rann of Kutch as a
“marsh” rather than as a “lake” or “inland sea™  That the Rann of
Kutch 15 a “marsh” 1s mdisputable It has all the flora and fauna of
marshiand with marsh grown grass in abundance and other characterss-
tics  What happens 1s that dunng the monsoon pertod, becanse of
the strong winds and the high tides in the Arabian Sea, this low lying
area gets flooded by sea water  Furthermore, m the monsoon penod,
1t recetves fresh water from the swollen rivers  The area, therefore,
15 flooded from about the mddle of May till the end of October Tt
1§ mostly dry and partly marshland dunng the remader of the year
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Palustan’s claums also imore the historical fact that even though
the Kutch Sind Border 13 undemarcated, at 13 well defined on maps
and well recogmsed 1nfact  Prior to the partitron of India, the Kutch-
Sind border separated the then Britsh Indian Province of Sind and
the Indian State of Kutch Not bemng an mternauonal boundary
then, 1t did mo! meed to be demarcated  The boundary atself was,
however, well defined in all official maps dating from 1872 to 1943
and even later, and was well known and well established The bound-
ary has also been desenbed m detail in offical documents over the
last three-quarters of a century prior to the partiion of India. The
boundary shown inthe official maps of undivided India prior to
August 15, 1947, cannot be questioned

The offical Gazetteer of the Province of Sind published in Karacht
1n 1907, the Gazetteer of India of the Bombay Presidency published 1n
1909, and the Imperal G of India published by the British
Secretary of State for India in 1908 are all categoneal about the Rann
of Kutch being outside the province of Sind.  In all the documents of
the Political Department of the then Batisk Government of Indiz, of
1937, 1939 and 1942, defining the political charges of vanous officers,
the Rann of hutch was invanably shown as falling wathin the Western
India States Agency and rever as falling within the province of Sind
As the House 1s aware, the entire Western Indra States Agency became
part of India as a result of accession  The totality of evidence leaves

no basis whatsoever for any dispute regarding the border between the
Sind Province and Kutch

Erer since these recent mtrusions commenced, the Government of
India has suggested repeatedly to Pakistan that meetngs should be
held between local officials 1n addition to talks at the higher level
For instance, we suggested to the Palustan Government that the Sur-
veyors General of the two countnes should mest to discuss the prob-
fem of demarcaton Pakistan refused We remmnded Pakistan
of the Ground Rules and the desirability of a meetng between the
local C ders for the of the sfatus quo  'We also
suggested 1 our note of February 18 that there should be a meeting
between the representatives of the two Governments at whatever
Jevel considered appropnate by Pakistan and repeated this suggeston
fater more thanonce  Despite these endeavours, there was no proper
response from Palastan.

On Apnl 13, 1965, the Pakistan Government made a three step
proposal suggesting (i) ceasefire, (/) an mter governmental meeting
to determune what was the status quo which should be restored, and
(ui) a Tugher level meeting, The Government of India authonsed
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thewr High Comnussioner the very next day, i.¢ on Apnl 14, to convey
thewr acceptance of these proposals  Tt1s to be deeply regretted that
the Government of Pakuistan later went back on their old proposals

On Apnt 19, the Government of India repeated that the proposal
for ceasefire should be accepted forthwith, but snstead of accepting
this praposal, the Government of Pakistan put forward an entirely
new formult on Apni) 23, which, as I have already mentioned requred
the withdrawal of Indian forces from what Pakistan chooses to call
unilaterally 2 disputed terntory but which in fact1s mdisputably entirely
out own Pakistan has since been persisung m this demand  Thus
attitude on their part means a virtual rejection of all our efforts 1o wean
them away from warhike postures

¥ have made tus a rather long narmative 1n order to give the House
a complete picture of the false nature of Pakistan’s claims, its simster
designs and the naked and reckless use of force by Pakistan zguast
us
Tt 15 apparent that one of the prime reasons for Pakistan s arational
behaviour ts the obsessne hatred agunst India which Pakistam
leaders, the Palustam Press and communal fanaties 1a Pakustan have
worked into thar system over the past two decades

‘The events which I'have Just described have caused us all the gravest
concern  Fver since the attainment of Independence, India has stood
for peace, 1 anuty and goodwill  India has a hving and
wital stake n peace because we want {0 concentrate attention on
mproving the hiving standards of milhons of our people Tn the vtilisa-
tion of our imited resources, we have always given prmacy to plans
and projects for economic deselopment It should, therefore, be
obvious 1o anyone who 1s prepared to look at things abjectively that
India can have no possible wnterest 1n provoling border incidents or
in bulding up an stmasphere of stafe

Howeser, our nesghbours, both China and Pakistan, have chosen
to adopt an attstude of aggressive hostity  towards India.  Lately,
they scem to hase jomned hands to act 1n concert agunst India

n these aiccumstances, the duty of Government 1s quite clear and
ths duty will be disct d fully and effe fy The enure
of the cowniry Mo men and maeral wall be employed 1o defend our
frontiers and to preserve our terntonal ntegnty T know that each
one of the 450 mitlion people of India 1s 1oday prepared to make any
sacnifice in defence of the motherfind  We would prefer tolive in
poverty for zs long as necessary but we shall not allow our freedom

to be subverted
The speaific question which we have to consider and, by ths, I
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mean not only the Government but this House, and indeed the whole
country, 15 what course we should now pursua?
‘We are prepared 1o take the path of peace but we cannot follow
1t alone  Palustan must decide to give up its warlike activities I
1t does, T see no reason why the sumple fact of deterrumng what was
the actual boundary between the erstwhile Province of Smd and the
State of Kutch and what 15 the boundary between India and Pakistan
cannot be settled across the table It need not even be a negotiating
table It 15 more a question of finding out the facts, rather than of
negotiating 2 settlement It can be done hy experts on both sides  All
this 1s possible provided there 1s an of hostil
and restoration of the status quo ante
1 should Lile to tell the House that on the Kutch border, Pakistan
bas many advantages What 15 more, our soldiers are occupying
posts 1 areas which wall soon be submerged 1n water and from where
they will, therefore, necessanily have to withdmaw  If Paksstan conli
nues to discard reason and persists m 1ts aggressive activities, our
Army will defend the country and 1t will decide its own strategy and the
ploy of its power and equip 1 the manner which 1t
deems best  Countries who are fiiendly 1o us have urged that a cease-
fire should be ngreed to as soon as possible  We are ready to respond
to theseappeals But, at the same time, I must tell the House that we
have also to be ready for the alternative
Mr Speaker, I have uttered these words after !he most serous
thought and with ful of my This 15
one of the most fateful moments of our imes T realise that both India
and Palustan stand poised at the cross roads of lustory  The path of
reason and sanity, of peace and harmony, Is stili open  Even while
our police and later our Army have been  defending  our soil with
commendable courage in the face of heavy odds, the path to peace has
notbeen blocked Butstis a path on which we cannot walk alone
Tt takes two to make fnendship and peace
1t 1s my carnest hope that the point of no return wall not be reached
and that Paligtan wall sull agres to 8 ozaftfire 1n accordance with uts
own proposals of April 13, which Indiz had accepted
1Xnow at this hour every Indian 1s asking humself only one question
what can 1 do for my country and how can I partiqpatein the nation's
endeavour to defend our freedom and terntonal ntegnty 7 To all
Indsa to all our people, I want to address this appeal  Wherever you
are and whatever your vocation, you should work with troe dedication
Bring out the best i you and serve the country selflessly The supreme
need of the hour 18 national unity—umty not of the word but of the




CONDITIONS OF CEASEFIRE 143

heart  All Indians, of whatever faith or profession  have to stand
solidly together and prepare themselves for hardships and sacnfices
Let us mive no quarter to any 1deas that tend to dwade us  Let us
all work together with a new sense of nauonal disciphine and  with en
mspured feehing of dedication to the cause of the cotntry’s freedom
and mtegnty  And I would close by ashing this august House to
give 1ts whole hearted and mughty support to the Government at this
momentous hour

CONDITIONS OI' CEASEFIRE

I BEQ TO MOVE that the situation ansing out of the repeated and
continung attacks by the armed forees of Pakistan on the Kutch
border be taken nto consideration

I know how anxious the Hon ble Members must be to know the
facts of the snvation and the policy of Government 1n regard to the
grave developments which have taken place  Furst of all, I would
Ike to report to the House that dunng the last two or three days,
there has been no major engagement on the Kutch border and that
the aggressive armed forces of Pakistan have not been able to make
any further inroads on our termtory  Sccondly, duning the clashes
which took place, heavy losses were wmnflicted on the intruders  The
morale of our armed forces 15 very high 1 know that this House and
the people of India stand belund them, united wnt the deterrunation
that the terntonal integnty of India must be preserved fully and

completely
With your permussion, Str, T would like to state briefly the facts of

the situation

The Kutch Sind border 15 a well-defined, well known and well
established border which is clearly marked 1n the vanous editions of the
Survey of India maps ever since 1871 A large part of the boundary
15 not demarcated on the ground  This 15 so, however, because there
was no disputed boundary between the provinee of Sind and the Kutch
Darbar, and 1t was not y to & with piliiars t o
between provinices and States of Briush India as they were not wter
natonal boundanes,

On August 15, 1947, Pakstan was carved out of India as an
independent State Under the Independence Act, the terntories of

Statemcnt in Rajys Sabha May 3 1965
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Pakistan were  enumerated and these included the provinee of Sind
The boundary between Sind and Kutch thus became an international
boundary Pakistan 1s precluded from cluming any more termtory
than was included in the province of Sind on  August 15, 1947 No
part of the terrtory south of the Kutch-Stnd border, which 1s shown
1 the map as situated rorth of Kanjarkat and 15 thus clearly Indizn
ternitory, could concenvably be 4 part of Pakustan  In fact, this area
was under the junsdicion and authonty of the Ruler of Kuteh, which
had extended at a)l imes bothin 1aw and i fact right up to the border
between Sind and Kutch as shown in the Survey of India maps of
1871, 1886, 1898, 1943 and 1946 which was the last map before the
date of independence
The boundary between Kutch and Sind has also been described
1n detal 1n other offical documents over the last three quarters of a
century prior to the partition of India The offietal Gazetreer of Sind
pubhshed m Karacht i 1907, the Gazetteer of India of the Bombay
Presidency published in 1909 and the Imperial Gazetteer of India pub-
Lshed by the Briish Secretary of State for Indea 1n 1908, are all categors-
cal about the Rann of Kutch bemng ovtside the province of Sind  In
all the documents of the Political Department of the then Bntush
Government of India, of 1937, 1939 and 1942, defining the poliieal
charges of the vanous officials, the Rann of Kutch was invanably shown
as faling withun the Western India States Agency and never as fallng
within the province of Sind ~ As the House 1s aware, the entire Western
India States Agency became part of India as 2 result of accession
The position 1s 50 clear that n the hght of ths, the attzck on the
Kutch border 1s 2 clear case of aggression by Pakistan. This aggres-
sion also fits into the pattern of Pakstan’s aggressive behaviour dunng
the last few months  Pakistan has been resorting frequently to finng
and clashes at several points on the Indo-Pakistan border, both in the
east and 1n the west,  She has shown an utter lack of responsibility
and displayed amanng reckfessness
A few days ago, Prnme Mumster Wilson sent a message to me and
1 presume a similar message to President Ayeb Khan, makng certain
proposals 1n the framework of which a ceasefire could be brought
about The Prime Mimster of the UK 1s still pursuing tus efforts and,
therefore, for obvious reasons, I am unable to say much more about
this matter at ths stage 1 can however, assure the House that in
the exchanges Lhave had with Mr Wilson and in any farther exchanges,
we shall not depart from the position that along with ceasefire there
must be a restoration of the status guo ante
Mr Churman, the Indian Government and the Indian people
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hase no fl will aganst the people of Pakistan  We wish them well
and we would be happy to sec them progress on the road to prosperity
We are aware that therr prospenty as well as the prospenity of the
people of India  of the 600 muflion people who mhabit this sub-contt
nent, depends upon the preservation of peace It 15 for this reason
that we have adhered fervently to the path of peace all these years
A war  the Indian sub-continent may well undo the massiye efforts
which have been made 1 both countries to secure an uprovement (a
the hving standards of our people The march in this direction has
only justbegun and there 1s yet along waytogo  But Presdent Ayub
has talked of a total war between India and Pakistan  We on our
part have been preatly restrained not because we are unprepared to
meet President Ayub’s challenge but because we feel that reason and
sanuty should prevail aver aggression and bellicosity  President Ayub
scems to suggest that whereas s country has the nght to commut
aggression on Indian tertitones at will and at a pont of 1ts own charce,
India must not fake effective counter measures  Ths thewss 15 totally
unacceptable to us  The pattern of Pakistant actwvity is this  Fust
raise aclaim to anerghbour s terntory, suddenly mount ktaking
the neighbour by surprise, launch an ingentous propaganda campaign
o suggest that the action 1 only of a defensive character [ do want
to urge President Ayub to think a httle more carefully of the conse-
quences of the ine of action that he has chosen to pursue  So far the
Pakistam aggression on the Kutch border has been met only by local
defensive action to protect our terntories  From the Indian side there
have been no counter and the ag has t} been
a lotally onc sided affarr  We have restramned ourselves, but of the
Government of Pakistan persists 1n 1ts present aggressive posture the
Government of India will be left with no altermative except to think
how best to defend the termtonal 1ntegnity of the motherfand
Mt Chairman, let me once agan make the position of the Govern

ment of India perfectly clear 'We wll have no objection to ordering a
ceasefire on the basis of a ! for the

of the statusguoante  After the status guo ante has been restored, we
will be willing to sit together with the representatives of Pakistan to
demarcate the boundary n accordance with the well settled and  well
established dmviding hine between the erstwhile  province of Sind and
the State of Kutch At the same tune, I must resterate clearly and

pl 1ly that the Go of India do not recogmise that there

18 any termtonaf dispute about the Rann of Kutch  Let me also make
at clear that the threat of total war held out by President Ayub will
not deter us from performung our nightful duttes  No Government Jo
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the world would be worth its name if it allows its own territories to be
annexed by foree by an aggressive neighbour, The Government of
India know their responsibilities in the present situation and they are
determined to discharge them most effectively.

The threat to our freedom is real, continuing and immediate. We
have to meet this threat with all our tesources and with all our might.
We can afford to give up a few projects for economic development
but we cannot allow our defence mechanism to be in any manner
inadequate for safeguarding our frontiers.

Among the people there must be a real sense of unity, We must
give no quarter to the rumours that are sought to be eirculated by anti-
social elements. 1am greatly strengthened by the knowledge that the
morale of our people is high and that every Indian today is prepared to
make any sacrifice for defending the territorial integrity of India.

The Rann of Kutch has been and continues to be India’s territory.
1t has been in our possession according to Pakistan itself though Mr
Bhutto characteristically chooses to call it adverse possession. Pakis-
tan mow seeks to annex this territory by force. This we shall not
allow. No Government in the world would allow that. We have acted
with the greatest restraint so far but the sands of timic are running out.

1 shall say no more on this difficult situation. This is a testing time
for our country and our people. T would say to our people : be united,
feel the pride of belonging to a great nation, carry out your tasks with
true dedication. Take no notice of the false Pakistani propaganda.
Let us have faith in ourselves and in the great destiny of our country.
1 would now close by asking the House to declare that we all stand
together united in defending our motherland,

PEACE : THE MUTUAL NEED

YOUR PRESENCE reminds us of our past history and specially of the
days when we attained our freedom and independence. It was
a remarkable event, the way power was transferred to us, blood-
fessly and peacefully. It was something unique in the history of the
world. You were, if I might say so, the chief actor of the drama and
we remember how gracefully you took over the office of the first
Governor-General of independent Indra.

From speech at a_diner given 1 h
Bl N Do, feney FB i wn honour of Lord Mouatbatten, st Rashtrapats
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You held thus post i the most trying times and we know that the
pattiion brought about preat musery both i this country and
m Pakistan  We had, however, hoped that the formation of Pakistan
and Indua, as two separate countnies, would result 1 a belter relation
ship between the two communities and that there would be peace
and harmony between us Tt 15, however, regrettable that this has
not actually come to pass  When you were here as Governor General
the first aggresstion 1 Kashmur took place When you have come here
for a farewell visit, unfortunately there has been another aggression
and this has come to us as a greater surpnse than the aggression m
Jammu and Kashmur 1t 1s exceedingly dfficult for me to understand
the reasons for this kind of attack on Indian territory by Pakistan
There may be some differences of optnion on the demarcation of the
boundary line It was not at all difficult for the representatives of the
two countries o have discussed the matter amongst themselves and
tried to settle theie differences  However, Pakistan thought otherwise
and we are mdeed faced with a very difficult situstion at the present
moment T am glad that your Prime Mimster 1s making efforts to
bring about peace  We do not know what the response of Pakistan 1s
to the proposals of the UK Prime Muuster I would not like to go
by the reports which have appeared in the newspapers However,
if there 1s any truth in the Press reports 1t would seem that the chances
of peaceful settfement are rather bleak but, as T said, I would not
Iike to believe the press reports 1 greatly destee that the efforts of the
UK Prime Minster tobrng about a peaceful settlement should
succeed so that this conflict does not escalate  These clashes and
conflicts really come an the way of our mam objectives I am referrnng
to the economic development of our country

In fact, 1t 15 essential for both Tndia and Pakistan to bnag about 2
real change in the condition of thexr people I consider it most 1mpor
tant that there should be peace In the twa countries so that economue
development becomes possible, so that we can go ahead with our
programmes and projects with courage and determmnation  There xs
a great deal of povertynour country and the problem of unem
ployment 15 serious It 13 our earnest effort to tackle these matters
i a planned way We are stnviog to reduce the gulf which eusts
between the nch and the poor and to ensure an equitable distributron
of our national wealth All this 35 necessary because unless we can
provide our people with the basic necesstties of fe there wll be no
real happiness m the country  We want to buld up a new Indma and
for that there has to be 2 radical change 1 our present social order
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You ALL KnOW that there has been a serious desclopment on the
Sind Kutch border and 1t 15 2 matter of the greatcst concern to us
T know how all of you must be fecling about 1t and we have declared
that we cannot part even with an inch of ouwr temtory We must
presene the integnity of India and do whatever 13 possible to achieve
it It s highly regrettable that Pakistan should have been carrymng
on propaganda that 1t was India who was the aggressor  Sometimes
people ash us  well, how 15 1t that their propaganda 1s a bit more
effective than ours? But thc dnm'-uhy 15 1f you have m make wrong
false propaga 1t o more
effectve  Our difficulty 1s tha! we do not want to indulge 1 this
We do not want to resort to false propaganda and therefore 1t might
perhaps sometimes  appear that we are not as  effective as they are
Yet we have to restnict ourselves, we have to confine ourselves to the
truth, We cannot say things which are entirely ncorrect  But we
have made 1t absolutely clear that this aggression has been entirely
from Pakistan’s side and this has been so 1 spte of our efforts that
officers of the two and discuss th of the bound
aryline onthat border  There was neser any response from Pakistan
Even i October last, we wrote to them that we should meet and have
a discussion 1n terms of the agreement which was amved at batween
Sardar Swaran Singh and General Sheikh of Pakstan m 1960 To
that, as1 sad, there has been no satsfactory reply, practically no
respense at all and today we are faced with an open aggression We
did feel that 1if this clash was not converted nto a major conflict, 1t
mght be good because any } kind of major conﬂxct or war has t.r:men
dous T when a was
the Bntish Pnme Munsster, we felt that we would not object tort  We
bave conveyed our reaction, but made st clear that the status quo ante
must be established at the same ume  We can consider other matters
only then 1 have made the position quite clear n my statements 1n
Pacliament and { hase wo doubt that 1’ Pakistan agrees to1t, 1t wonfd
bem the best imterests of Pakistan. If they do not, then we
know what we have to do and we wul discharge our
responsibilities to the fullest extent and n the best manner possible
You have to explain to the pzople thus conflict, what our approach 1s,
what wrongs Pakistan has commutted and you have also to enthuss the
people and to prepare them o meet any sttuation that emerges

From addrest at Conf S
Moy 156 ference of State Informapon Mimsters, New Delhi,
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Naturally we have to lay the utmost stress on tereased production,
whether 1t 13 an the apncultural field or in the dustral field We have
to tell the people that although we have sufficient stochs of food at the
present moment, there should be restricted consumption, as hitle as
possible  We my have to publicise many other things 1n connection
with this conflict  The role which the Publiety Department or the
Information Departments of the States have to play tn the present

15 therefore reafly fingly 1mp and they will have to
fi as efficiently and as eff ly as possible  IF Pakistan does
not agree to these proposals and the conflict escalates, & situatton would
arse 1n which the whole nation will hiave to nse as one man  For
that there has to  be necessary discipline amongst us as 1t 1s only a
discplined natton which can mect the present challenge I am sure
you wiil do your best to nculeate these feehngs in the people
and make every effort possible to prepare the country to fight the
menace

SETTLEMENT THROUGH NEGOTIATION

FTER MAKING my statement on Apnl 28, 1965, 1 have kept the
House informed of developments on Kutch-Sind border
The imtiative which Prime Munsster Wilson took some days ago
has been followed up and gradually concrete proposals have evolved
with a view (0 bringing about a satisfictory settlement of the problem
We have made 1t clear on every occasion that a ceasefire would be
possible only on the basis of 2 ssimultancous agreement for the restora
tion of the sfarus quo as on January 1 1965 We have also mdrcated
clearly that only when such a restoration has been effected would we
be ready to have recourse to the procedures which had  been agreed
to between the two Governments for demarcating the border where
this had not already been done
In the commumgcations from the Bnush Government, varnous
points of detml have been put forward for consideration by both the
Governments  So far, no final draft has been prepared or presented
Al T would say 15 that consistently with the stand which I have taken
on the floor of this House, we attach the greatest importance o the
restoration of status guo ante and we have mndicated our wilhagness to
proceed thereafler to negotiations at Miunssters’ level followed, iof

Statement in Parhament, May 11 1965
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necessary, by a reference to an impartial tnbunal as contemplated 1n
the carlier agreements on the subject

Our policy and our intentions are quite clear and unequivocal
‘We do not believe wn tallang  with one voice here and with another
voice there We do not believe 1n talking of peace at one place and
commutung aggresston at another Our positron has been made
known 1o the whole world 1n the clearest possible terms

1 want the Hon’ble Members to be assured that our Armed Forces
are ready and determued to defend the terntonal integnty of the
country ‘They have been greatly strengthened 1n their determination
by the united and powerful support which this House and the people
of India all aver have extended ever since the ensis began

1 am leaving for Moscow tomorrow mormng and 1 know T would
be carrymng with me your good wishes and fraternal grectings to the
friendly people of USSR, people who have stood by us 1n hours of
trial and anxety

AN ATTITUDE OF PEACE

E ARE A free nation, a sovereign people This 15 a settled fact,
which we owe largely to Jawaharlalys, and st1s d by all
Nobody can undermmet. Today our sovereignty and freedom are
being threatened and we are faced with the big task of protecting and
safeguarding them Tt 1s our bounden duty to do so with all our might.
‘You are aware that a few days back Pakstan commutted aggres
sion on the Kutch border We faced the attack with courage and
strength  In the event of a war being forced on us T am confident
that India will be m a2 posiion to fight back effectively But we
must always remnd ourselves of the advice Jawaharfal Nehru used
to give us that war should always be aveided
War 15 a great destructive force  Some leaders, politicians and
high Government officials may talk of war, but they forget thatin a
war 1t 1s the common man who suffers most.  In the present-day world
no war can remamn a Jocal war st must mnevitably escalate into a world
war We have to think and think again before we decide to abandon
the path of peace and allow ourselves to be drawninto 2 war ~ You alt
know how often and how persuasively Jawaharlaly taught us that the

From translat on of :xumpore speech made 1 Hinds at Ramlila grounds on
occasion of the first desth xoniversary of Jawshasla) Nehmy, Dethy, May 7 1955



AN ATTITUDE OF FEACE 151

country's honour lay i the path of peace and amity  He firmly behieved
that wheneser therc were dilferences between countnies, they should
be sohed through peaceful negotiation In this behief, the whole
country was behind him

 We firmly hold that the Rann of Kutch 15 an tegral part of India
and that Pakistan hay no claum on any part of thus area It 1s true that
a portion of it had not been demaccated , that 1s to say, the exact boun.
dary line had not been drawn on the ground  Talks were held between
Pakistan and Indra about thus 1 1960 and 1t was decided that after fur-
ther discussions the border would be demarcated on the ground
But 1n spute of our repeated reminders Pakistan did not do anything
to follow up the discusston of 1960, and now all of a sudden they have
attacked our posts in this area We are still willing 10 agree to the
proposal that 1f Pakistan wants to settle the rssue peacefully, she must
vacate the Rann of Kutch, mncluding Biarbet and Kanjarkot,'s

Our position 15 quite clear and I have made no secret of our desire.,
As T smd, we are stll prepared to settle the matter in a peaceful way
But we shall not back out of our basic policies , wn settling this affarr
we shall insist that the solution s consistent with the honour and dignity
of the country
Negoliations sre now 1n progress but T cannot predict what the

outcome will be. It mught take some time still for anything to be
seitled  When T was leaving for Russia ¥ thought the matter would
perhaps be settled ina day or two  But further difficulties have ansen
and 2 final solution has yet 10 be reached  Anyhow, even of it takes
some more days for a solutien to come m sight, we should not pive
up our present stand It 13 not proper to hink this 1ssue with other bor-
der 1ssues  Wherever we have a border problem with Pakistan we are
ready to talk it over and thus find a solation  But the Kutch problem
15 a separate wssue altogether | We have to settle 1t by wsclf, and not
afong with other problems @hen I visited Karachs I told President
Ayub that we had been talking of so many other things but the most
fmportant problem was that of border clashes between our countres
and the blameless people who suffered as a result of these clashes 1
expressed my strong fecfing that we must put an end to these clashes
and settle all outstanding 1ssues through negotiations I was happy
that President Ayub agreed with me } He sard he was also very upset
that 1nnocent people should be kilfed and injured and that he was keen
that a solution should be found to this probfem (But since then,
Prestdent Ayub has not mentioned the matter ngaub t may be that
he has been preoccupied with other things, perhaps the elections they
have been having Bul&c\nre sull clear 1n our minds that we want to
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settle the border issues between ourselves by peaceful means. 1 We are
prepared 1o have discussions but it would not be advisable to tink
everything up with the Kutch issue, 1f we did that the problem would
get unnecessarily complicated and knotty. That is something we
should avoid. As I said, we must at all times be acutely awarcof the
crucial and important task which is before us; and that task. is protect-
ing and safepuarding the sovereignty and freedom of the country.
¢ President Ayub has been talking of war. Two or three of his
receit statements have contained threats of war. We do not wish
to use such language or threaten Pakistan in returm. 1t does not
behove us3nor does it behove President Ayub. The Press, the Jeaders
and Mnfsters in Pakistan seem 10 have launched 2 campaign of hatred
against India. No good can come of this and nobody will gain there-
by.< In any case, if Pakistan persists in talking of war, all that we
can say is_that we are fully alive to our responsibilities and we shalt
fulfil them,;come what may. What 1 would Like fo. s3y is that the
country should be prepared for ail tiess” We do not know
what turn things will take : one thing is certain and that is that all of
us, all the men and women of this country, will have to muster their
courage and strength to meet the situation, {We should be prepared
to defend our towns and cities with all our might. We should no
more be afraid of bombs or acmplanci\.} 1 have no doubt in my
mind that if this potential threat to our sovercignty should become
real, millions of people in (his country will tum into soldiers ovemight.
1t is not only a question of fighting on the front. 1f millions of people
resolve to stand shoulder to shoulder, determined to fulfil every demand
that the country makes upon them, we shall have unlimited streogth.
1t is not an army alone that fights 2 war but 2 whole people. The
real strength of an army depends on the extent to which the nation is
behind it, on the unity of the pation. We must no longer quarre!
t lves over 1 apd linguistic issues because such
activities only sap a nation’s strength.
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