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Global leaders have assembled in Glasgow to attend the 26th "Conference of 
Parties", a gathering of countries who signed the U.N. Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and the Paris Climate Agreement 2015.

The most immediate agenda for the world now is post-pandemic economic 
recovery and resumption of disrupted global supply chains. Climate change is 
one of the enduring concerns apart from terrorism and drugs menace on which 
countries have been struggling in the last few decades.

The climate change threat arises from emission of greenhouse gases (GHG) 
like carbon dioxide and methane which trap sunlight, thereby increasing global 
temperatures.

This leads to slow and steady melting of frozen water bodies, rise in sea level, 
threatening the very existence of many small countries. Primary sources of GHG 
are vehicular and factory emissions (using petroleum based fuels and coal) and 
dairy industry for milk and meat.

Industrially advanced economies have very high per capita GHG emissions and 
they have been pressing large, developing economies like China and India to slow 
down GHG emissions, which is difficult without funds and technology to switch to 
cleaner, greener, non-GHG emitting fuels.

USA, under President Joe Biden, wants to build international consensus around 
a target of countries committing to a ‘Net Zero Green House Gas Mission’ target 
by 2050.

The new US administration is keen to reclaim the global leadership on climate 
change as former US President Donald Trump had pulled out of the 2015 Paris 
Accord on climate change.

The idea of Net Zero Green House Gas Mission refers to a balance between the 
amount of greenhouse gases emitted into atmosphere and the amount removed 
from it.

The Kyoto Protocol adopted in 1997 was a historic turning point when legally 
binding targets were agreed for industrialised countries to reduce overall GHG 
emissions.

Developed countries were required to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 18 per cent below 1990 levels by the year 2020.

However, the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol that only commits 
entered into force in December 2020, just one day before its expiry.

These targets were rather modest, grossly inadequate to meet the main objectives 
of the UNFCCC but several developed countries backtracked and refused to take 
on any targets in the second commitment period.

The Net Zero idea is, strictly speaking, diluting the commitments agreed in the 
Kyoto Protocol adopted in 1997 and United Nations Framework Convention on 
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Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Paris in 2015.

The developed countries have faltered on delivery of finance, technology transfer, 
and capacity building support to developing countries. They were supposed 
jointly mobilise at least $100 billion per year by 2020 to support climate change 
mitigation action in developing countries.

The new US administration has been pushing for net zero carbon emissions by 
2050, under which a country compensates for the greenhouse gases it generates 
by making provisions for absorption and removal of an equal amount.

It is heartening to note that it is willing to honour the commitment agreed to by 
developed countries to assist developing nations by $100 billion annually so as to 
facilitate transition towards climate-friendly technologies.

INDIA HAS DEMONSTRATED A STRONG POLITICAL COMMITMENT 
AND LEADERSHIP POSITION ON CLIMATE ISSUES AND ACHIEVED 
REMARKABLE PROGRESS SO FAR IN MEETING NATIONALLY 
DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS (NDCS) UNDER THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT.

India is the only one among the G20 group of countries expected to meet the 
targets that it set for itself in Paris.

In 2015, India announced a target of 175 GW of installed renewable energy 
capacity by 2022 (excluding large hydro), which included 100GW of solar and 
60GW of wind energy capacity.

Solar power capacity in India has increased from 2.6 GW in March, 2014, to 45GW 
(August 2021).

The world’s largest renewable energy expansion programme is going on in India 
— a target of 175 GW by 2022 has been set.

The International Solar Alliance is a new international body pioneered by India. 
Recently, India achieved fifth global position in solar power deployment by 
surpassing Italy.

Solar tariffs in India are very competitive and achieved near grid parity. We are the 
world's third largest producer and third largest consumer of electricity.

Total power generation capacity in India has increased from 243 GW in March 
2014 to 320 GW in March 2017 to 388 GW in August 2021.

Total installed capacity as of August 2021 was 388,134 MW of which coal was 
202GW (52 per cent), Large Hydro 46GW (12 per cent), solar 45GW (12 per cent) 
and wind 40GW (10 per cent).

The overall profile of installed generation capacity is 61.5 per cent — thermal 
energy at 12.2 per cent, hydroelectric energy at 24.5 per cent and renewable 
energy (wind/solar) about 37 per cent.
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India will reach 40 per cent renewable energy capacity well before 2030, as per 
targets accepted under the 2015 Paris Climate Change agreement.

India’s goal of operationalising 450 GW of renewable power is a major contribution 
to check emission of greenhouse gases.

All this when India is least responsible for greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions. 
US has contributed the maximum to the emission of GHGs, followed by EU and 
China.

INDIA’S CARBON FOOTPRINT IS EXTREMELY LOW. PRESSURE 
ON INDIA AND CHINA TO REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS 
REMINDS ONE OF AN IRRESISTIBLE ANALOGY: WHEN DRINKS 
ARE IN SHORT SUPPLY, HEAVY BOOZERS BECOME APOSTLES 
OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS TO DISSUADE NEO-BOOZERS. 
[ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS IS AN INTERNATIONAL NGO 
FOUNDED IN 1935, TWO YEARS AFTER THE END OF PROHIBITION 
IN THE UNITED STATES IN DECEMBER 1933. ITS PRIMARY 
PURPOSE IS TO HELP ALCOHOLICS "TO STAY SOBER AND HELP 
OTHER ALCOHOLICS ACHIEVE SOBRIETY.]

Dire predictions were made in the report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) about global warming due to incessant carbon dioxide 
emissions and got the ears of top leaders assembled in Paris in 2015 with India 
taking a lead role.

The IPCC, in its Fifth Assessment Report (AR5) published in 2014, had observed 
that there had been an increasing trend in the emissions of GHG since the advent 
of the industrial revolution, with about half of the emissions occurring in the last 
40 years.

The risk of climate change is largely a function of total cumulative GHGs in the 
atmosphere. IPCC had estimated that for temperature increase to remain below 
2°C of pre-Industrial Revolution levels, the world must cap emissions at about 
2,900 giga tonnes (Gt) of CO2 from all sources from the industrial revolution till 
the year 2100.

Of this, the world had already emitted 1,900 Gt of CO2, by 2011, thus already 
consuming around two-thirds of this ‘carbon budget’.

This meant that out of the budget of 2,900 Gt, only 1,000 Gt remains to be used 
during 2012 to 2100. [This is my allusion to liquor in ‘short supply’. It is scientifically 
prudent to limit CO2, emission to 1000 Giga Tonnes by 2100. So who gets how 
much to drink, er, ‘right to pollute the atmosphere’ out of this ‘quota’ of 1,000 GT 
till 2100 is the moot question.]

Despite rather low per capita GHG emissions, India is making big advances to 
switch to greener energy.
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About 52 per cent of our power generation capacity is coal-fired, meeting about 
75 per cent of our energy needs.

Switching from coal-based power plants to solar, hydro, and nuclear is not easy, 
and renewable energy, especially solar and hydro, cannot offer a reliable 24x7 
power supply at steady voltage.

India has nevertheless made some major, specific commitments in Glasgow, one 
long-term and one shorter-term.

One, is to become Net Zero by 2070. Two, is to cut GHG emissions by 
1 billion (100 crore) metric tonnes by 2030.

ACCORDING TO WORLD RESOURCES INSTITUTE, INDIA’S 
TOTAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS WAS ABOUT 3.3 
BILLION TONNES IN 2018 AND IT IS PROJECTED TO RISE 
ABOVE 4 BILLION TONNES PER YEAR BY 2030.

IT MEANS AT CURRENT TRENDS, INDIA COULD BE 
EMITTING ANYWHERE BETWEEN 35 TO 40 BILLION 
TONNES OUT OF WHICH A CUT OF 1 BILLION TONNES 
WOULD REPRESENT A REDUCTION OF 2.5 TO 3 PER 
CENT IN ITS ABSOLUTE EMISSIONS IN THE BUSINESS-
AS-USUAL SCENARIO.

INDIA IS ALL FOR SAVING THE PLANET WITHOUT 
INHIBITING HER OWN ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND AT 
THE SAME TIME ENSURING OTHER COUNTRIES WALK 
THE TALK ON COUNTERING CLIMATE CHANGE.
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INDIA HAS 
DEMONSTRATED A 
STRONG POLITICAL 
COMMITMENT AND 

LEADERSHIP POSITION 
ON CLIMATE ISSUES 

AND ACHIEVED 
REMARKABLE PROGRESS 

SO FAR IN MEETING 
NATIONALLY DETERMINED 

CONTRIBUTIONS (NDCS) 
UNDER THE PARIS 

AGREEMENT.
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Renew Power Ceo 
Sumant Sinha 
Hails PM Modi's 
5-Point Plan To 
Fight Climate 
Change

SUMANT SINHA, REPUBLIC WORLD

03 November, 2021
Sumant Sinha is the Founder, Chairman and 
Managing Director of ReNew Power – one of India’s 
largest clean energy companies.
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A lot of the commitments that the Prime 
Minister has talked about the thing that we 
were already acting on as a country. 

The new things that the Prime Minister talked 
about is the 45% carbon intensity reduction and 
the 1 billion tonnes carbon reduction by 2030. 

I'm sure it is positive and it is the first time that 
India has laid a net zero target on the table. 

I THINK THAT THE 
POSITION THAT THE 
PRIME MINISTER 
HAS TAKEN IS VERY 
POSITIVE AND HE IS 
DEALING WITH ALL 
THIS ISSUE OF CLIMATE 
CHANGE FROM THE 
FRONT. 

He is noticing an opportunity for India to become a leader in clean energy 
technology and that is a very sensible step that has been taken. 

PRIME MINISTER MODI IS A MAN WITH A VISION AND HE WANTS 
TO IMPLEMENT HIS VISION AND HE IS TRYING TO MOVE THE 
REST OF THE WORLD IN LINE WITH THAT VISION.
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COP 26 Climate 
Summit: Not 
zero by 2050, 
but much lower 
emissions than 
now

EDITORIAL, THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

03 November, 2021
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New Delhi’s promise, at the COP 26 climate summit, that it will cut net carbon 
emissions to zero by 2070 surprised many because India had seemed reluctant to 
agree to a deadline. Tight-lipped officials were offering the standard bureaucratese 
to say India would go to Glasgow with a positive mindset, meaning it would not 
play deal-breaker.

HOWEVER, PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI HAS COMMITTED 
TO PUTTING IN PLACE NON-FOSSIL ENERGY GENERATION 
CAPACITY OF 500GW BY 2030, BY WHICH TIME 50% OF THE 
COUNTRY’S ENERGY REQUIREMENTS WOULD BE MET FROM 
RENEWABLES. THE PM SAID AT THE CLIMATE SUMMIT, INDIA 
WOULD REDUCE THE TOTAL PROJECTED CARBON EMISSION 
BY 1 BILLION TONNES, AGAIN BY 2030, AND ALSO LOWER THE 
CARBON INTENSITY OF THE ECONOMY TO BELOW 45% BY THE 
END OF THE DECADE.

Most rich countries have set themselves earlier deadlines, of around 2050. 
However, China’s distant date of 2060, has been seen by many as the country not 
doing enough. Indeed, the faraway target would allow it to continue to set up coal-
fired power plants. Against this backdrop, India’s even more distant 2070 might 
also be perceived to be not meaningful and the negotiations could get tricky.

However, given the cost of the exercise it would have been difficult for India to do 
more in less time. Moreover, it’s not as though the rich countries are displaying 
much more urgency, in terms of their own plans, than they did at Paris in 2015. 
Experts believe the 2070 timeline would give India the necessary opportunity to 
deliver on development; for developing nations to have the space to grow, the 
developed nations will need to get far more ambitious about net zero targets for 
themselves than they have set.

Given India is the world’s third-biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, combatting 
climate changes and reducing carbon emissions would require major financial 
and technological support. 

THE PM HAS CALLED OUT DEVELOPED NATIONS ON THE 
PROMISES MADE BY THEM TO MAKE AVAILABLE FUNDS FOR 
THE MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION AND EXHORTED THEM TO 
AID THE TRANSITION WITH A CORPUS OF $1 TRILLION, A TEN-
FOLD INCREASE OVER PRIOR ESTIMATES.

It is not clear how developed nations will respond to the quantum increase over 
levels set by them; it is hard to see funds of this magnitude being committed even 
if many more countries have raised the bar in their shift to clean energy.

Experts who have cautioned that funding must be both transparent and measurable, 
must be heeded; Sunita Narain recently observed in a column in Business 
Standard, it is not simply the scale of the funding that needs to be decided on, but 
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also the rules that would govern the corpus so that the transfers can be counted 
and verified. Narain cautioned that a repeat of the complicated, convoluted, and 
cheap Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) should be prevented.

Apart from global aid, India will also need source funds internally; it is unlikely 
carbon taxes will be levied for the next few years, but it is possible some kind 
of a cess will come into force thereafter. Some countries are already imposing 
carbon tariffs on imports of certain goods, especially those relying on fossil-fuel 
derived power. Against this backdrop, the final outcome at the G20 summit was 
disappointing. Although there was unanimity on putting an end to international 
financing for coal-fired power generation, no targets were set for phasing out coal 
domestically.
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THE PM HAS CALLED OUT 
DEVELOPED NATIONS ON 
THE PROMISES MADE BY 

THEM TO MAKE AVAILABLE 
FUNDS FOR THE MITIGATION 

AND ADAPTATION AND 
EXHORTED THEM TO AID THE 
TRANSITION WITH A CORPUS 
OF $1 TRILLION, A TEN-FOLD 

INCREASE OVER PRIOR 
ESTIMATES.
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Most experts 
hail India’s 2070 
pledge, say it’s 
transformative, 
equitable, just

EDITORIAL, THE TIMES OF INDIA

03 November, 2021
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PM Modi’s surprise 
announcement at the COP26 
on Monday, committing India 
to a net-zero economy by 
2070 and 50% renewables 
in the energy mix by 2030, 
was generally hailed by 
international experts as one 
of the key breakthroughs 
of the Glasgow conference 
although some expressed 
disappointment over 
the 50-year promise. 
Climate change expert 
Nicholas Stern called it a “very 
significant moment” for the 
summit. “This demonstrates 
real leadership… The rich 
world must respond to 
PM Modi’s challenge to 
deliver a strong increase in 
international climate finance,” he said, adding that it was a chance 
for India to show “it can deliver on both economic development and 
climate change”.

WHILE NOT MANY 
COUNTRIES REACTED TO 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT, 
UK PM BORIS JOHNSON, 
REPRESENTING THE SUMMIT’S 
HOST GOVERNMENT, 
WELCOMED THE MOVE. “INDIA 
HAS TODAY ANNOUNCED 
AMBITIOUS PLANS FOR 
HALF ITS ENERGY TO COME 
FROM RENEWABLES BY 2030. 
THIS WILL CUT CARBON 
EMISSIONS BY A BILLION 
TONNES, CONTRIBUTING 
TO A WORLDWIDE DECADE 
OF DELIVERY ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE,” HE TWEETED.

However, John Gummer, chair of the Climate Change Committee, a 
statutory body set up by the UK government, was quoted in the media 
as slamming India’s plans to reach net zero in 50 years’ time, saying it 
“really won’t do”.

On the other hand, most experts said the commitment was “equitable 
and just” in the context of India’s current stage of development. Said 
Ulka Kelkar, climate director of the India chapter of the World Resources 
Institute, 

“IF IT IS NET-ZERO GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, 
I WOULD SAY IT’S ON PAR WITH WESTERN 
COMMITMENTS. THE FAIR COMPARISON, IS NOT WITH 
THE US AND EUROPE AS OF TODAY, BUT WITH THE US 
AND EUROPE OF 20-30 YEARS AGO.”

It wasn’t immediately clear in international circles whether the net-zero 
pledge by 2070 was for carbon emissions alone or for all greenhouse 
gases. “Country-wise net zero cannot be the same for all nations,” 
said Arunabha Ghosh, chief executive officer of the Council on Energy, 
Environment and Water, who has advised the PMO. India’s target is 
“equitable and just,” he said.
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The Time magazine said climate advocates recognised that the 2070 target was 
further off than was ideal but it was potentially transformative for the world’s third-
largest emitter (India) while Bloomberg noted that the net-zero target will give 
companies and investors some idea of the country’s long-term climate ambition.
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COP26: Modi’s 
pleasant 
turnaround on 
India’s net-zero 
pledge by 2070. 
What does this 
mean for India Inc.

EDITORIAL, TIMES NOW

02 November, 2021
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PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI HAS MADE A BOLD PLEDGE 
IN A SURPRISE MOVE AT THE COP26 CLIMATE SUMMIT THAT THE 
WORLD’S THIRD-BIGGEST EMITTER WILL REACH NET-ZERO BY 
2070.

In a surprise move at the COP26 climate summit, PM Modi made an announcement 
that has injected new life into the climate talks. India — the world’s third-biggest 
emitter — will reach net-zero by 2070.

The bold pledge took the world by surprise, especially after a disappointing 
outcome of the G20 Summit in Rome. The leaders of the Group of 20 nations had 
met over the weekend, but all that remained of it was vague promises and nothing 
concrete to hold them accountable for the emissions.

However, PM Modi’s announcement now has changed the dynamics of the climate 
talks. As the largest emitter, China offered no new plans to cut emissions. In fact, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping didn’t attend the conference in person. US — the 
second-largest emitter — did not have anything new to add to the talks either. 
Being bogged down by politics of fossils at home, President Joe Biden refrained 
from committing to any drastic move. The eyes were all set on India to bring some 
hope to the world already reeling under the effects of climate change. And India 
did not disappoint.

“This was a very significant moment for the summit," Bloomberg quoted Nicholas 
Stern, chairman of the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the 
Environment at the London School of Economics as saying. It’s a chance for India 
to show that “it can deliver on both economic development and climate change."

Modi’s announcement is consistent with the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) research, which categorically projects that the world has 
to reach net-zero carbon dioxide emissions by about mid-century and then hit net 
zero across all greenhouse gases by 2070, to keep temperatures from rising more 
than 1.5 degree Celsius.

While the commitment has been made and the promise has been sealed, the 
big question now is how India will achieve this goal in the years to come. Even 
though it sounds ambitious, let us not forget that India is already set on the 
path of overfulfilling the commitment it made at the Paris COP in 2015 to cut its 
emissions intensity by 33 to 35 per cent compared to 2005 levels by 2030. So on 
Monday, when he committed to increasing India’s 2030 carbon intensity reduction 
goal from 35 per cent to 45per cent, and the 2030 target for low-emission energy 
capacity to 500 gigawatts from 450 GW and pledged to produce half the country’s 
electricity using renewable energy, Modi had a good reason with sound backing.

Financing is a key challenge for the country as it embarks on the journey to 
transition to net zero. At the summit, PM Modi reiterated that the rich countries 
should support the poorer nations financially to accelerate the transition to clean 
energy. And it is an equitable and just demand.
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“It is India’s expectation that the world’s developed nations make $1 trillion 
available as climate finance as soon as possible. Justice would demand that 
those nations that have not kept their climate commitments should be pressured," 
Modi reportedly said. Now, $1 trillion is a number that’s ten times higher than the 
annual climate finance target set by the “rich” countries.

In the paper that he co-authored — ‘Getting to Net Zero: An Approach for India at 
COP26’ — former vice-chairman of Planning Commission Montek Singh Ahluwalia 
categorically states that India could realistically achieve net-zero emissions by 
2065-70 if it curbs its coal usage within the decade and climate finance directed 
to emerging economies rises to a ballpark of $200 billion in the coming years.

India, along with the rest of the world, stands to benefit from the Prime Minister’s 
bold decision. The country with 1.3 billion people is one of the most vulnerable to 
climate change and its impact. And with this decision, India has yet again shown 
the world that it walks the talk.
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WHILE THE COMMITMENT HAS BEEN 
MADE AND THE PROMISE HAS BEEN 
SEALED, THE BIG QUESTION NOW IS 

HOW INDIA WILL ACHIEVE THIS GOAL 
IN THE YEARS TO COME. EVEN THOUGH 

IT SOUNDS AMBITIOUS, LET US NOT 
FORGET THAT INDIA IS ALREADY SET 

ON THE PATH OF OVERFULFILLING 
THE COMMITMENT IT MADE AT 

THE PARIS COP IN 2015 TO CUT ITS 
EMISSIONS INTENSITY BY 33 TO 35 PER 

CENT COMPARED TO 2005 LEVELS 
BY 2030. SO ON MONDAY, WHEN HE 
COMMITTED TO INCREASING INDIA’S 
2030 CARBON INTENSITY REDUCTION 
GOAL FROM 35 PER CENT TO 45PER 
CENT, AND THE 2030 TARGET FOR 
LOW-EMISSION ENERGY CAPACITY 
TO 500 GIGAWATTS FROM 450 GW 
AND PLEDGED TO PRODUCE HALF 

THE COUNTRY’S ELECTRICITY USING 
RENEWABLE ENERGY, MODI HAD A 

GOOD REASON WITH SOUND BACKING.
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FPJ Edit: COP26 
- Net-zero 
emissions for 
India by 2070 
promise by PM 
Modi is big step 
forward in battle 
against climate 
change
EDITORIAL, THE FREE PRESS JOURNAL

03 November, 2021
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PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI’S 
COMMITMENT TO THE WORLD TO 
TAKE INDIA TO NET ZERO CARBON 
EMISSIONS BY 2070 MARKS A BIG STEP 
FORWARD IN THE GLOBAL BATTLE 
AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE.

The success of the 
26th  Conference of Parties 
meet of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change – or COP26 
as it is popularly known 
– hinged on whether the 
world’s developed nations, as well as the world largest carbon emitters, took 
meaningful measures to address the increasingly urgent threats posed by global 
warming.

India, as the world’s third largest emitter of greenhouse gases, had so far refused to 
commit to a definitive date for achieving ‘net zero’ emissions. A net-zero emission 
state requires a country to capture or secure carbon equal to what it emits – in 
other words, neutralise its climate impact. This is a tall ask for any country, given 
the dependence on fossil fuel for energy and mobility. For India in particular, given 
that it is still an aspirational developing nation, with a large part of its population 
yet to reap the benefits of economic growth in a meaningful fashion, it is a difficult 
choice.

While climate change does disproportionately impact the poor, focusing on 
climate change at the expense of development also disproportionately impacts 
the poor. Further, as a country with one of the largest reserves of coal, and an 
existing power generating system which is significantly dependent on coal-fired 
thermal power, it would be a tough task for India to decarbonise its economy 
without derailing its growth momentum.

HOWEVER, INDIA HAS SHOWN SIGNIFICANT COMMITMENT TO 
THE GLOBAL BATTLE AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE BY NOT ONLY 
SETTING A ‘NET ZERO’ TARGET BUT MAKING OTHER SIGNIFICANT 
PLEDGES TO SPEED UP THE DECARBONISATION OF ITS 
ECONOMY AND REDUCE ITS CARBON EMISSIONS.

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) – has stated that 
global emissions need to drop by nearly half – 45 per cent – by 2030 from the 
levels existing in 2010 in order to contain global warming to 1.5º C above pre 
industrial levels. That means that even the Net Zero target dates set by the large 
carbon emitters – 2050 for the US and EU, 2060 for China and now, 2070 for India 
– may not be early enough to combat a disastrous rise in temperatures before 
then.

In this context, India’s other commitments made at the Glasgow COP26 
conference are as significant as the commitment to Net Zero by 2070. These 
include a commitment to take India’s non-fossil energy capacity to 500GW by 



An anthology of articles111

2030; a pledge to meet half of all its energy requirements from renewable energy 
sources by 2030; a reduction in its carbon emissions by a whopping one billion 
tonnes by 2030 and a promise to cut the carbon intensity of its economy to less 
than 45 per cent by 2030.

THESE ARE AMBITIOUS TARGETS. MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
AS PRIME MINISTER MODI POINTED OUT IN HIS SPEECH, 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WOULD NEED BOTH FINANCIAL AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL SUPPORT FROM THE DEVELOPED WORLD IN 
ORDER TO NOT ONLY DECARBONISE THEIR ECONOMIES BUT 
TACKLE THE DISASTROUS IMPACT THAT CLIMATE CHANGE – 
CAUSED LARGELY BY THE CARBON EMISSIONS OF THE PAST 
FROM THE DEVELOPED WORLD – IS ALREADY HAVING ON THEM. 

“Today, when India has made a new commitment with new energy to move 
forward with its promises at a time like this, climate finance and low-cost climate 
technology becomes more important,” Modi said, calling for the developed 
economies to extend at least $1 trillion in climate financing.

That, however, looks unlikely to happen, going by the track record so far. Modi 
himself noted in his speech that the promises of financial and technological 
support made in the 2015 Paris meet have turned out to be ‘hollow’. While the 
Paris Agreement of 2015 called for developed nations to provide $100 billion a 
year in climate funds to developing nations to help them combat climate change, 
that milestone is far away and is likely to be achieved only by 2023. Increasing 
this ten-fold may be a necessity, but looks even less likely to happen.

India’s own commitments are daunting but at least set an aspirational goal. 
They also will also hopefully prod other large emitters to take more meaningful 
measures to address climate change. In this context, it is important to note 
that while India has significantly increased its NDCs (nationally determined 
contributions), the world’s two biggest polluters, the US and China, have not 
made any changes to their 2015 NDCs. India too, will have to move quickly on 
energy sector reforms, particularly in overhauling its inefficient distribution sector 
and weaning away utilities from thermal power, while significantly scaling up the 
creation of renewable power capacity.

Alongside this, the private sector also needs to pitch in to transition the mobility 
sector away from fossil fuels to electric and hydrogen fuel. So far, India’s track 
record on performance versus promise on climate has been much better than 
that of the West. It is up to the rich nations to now ensure that their pledges are 
not empty promises.



An anthology of articles 112

THESE ARE AMBITIOUS TARGETS. 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, AS PRIME 
MINISTER MODI POINTED OUT 
IN HIS SPEECH, DEVELOPING 

COUNTRIES WOULD NEED BOTH 
FINANCIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
SUPPORT FROM THE DEVELOPED 
WORLD IN ORDER TO NOT ONLY 

DECARBONISE THEIR ECONOMIES 
BUT TACKLE THE DISASTROUS 

IMPACT THAT CLIMATE CHANGE – 
CAUSED LARGELY BY THE CARBON 

EMISSIONS OF THE PAST FROM 
THE DEVELOPED WORLD – IS 
ALREADY HAVING ON THEM. 
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ç/kkuea=h eksnh us fd;k 
,yku] 2070 rd usV 
dkcZu thjks vFkZO;oLFkk 
gksxk Hkkjr

PRANAY UPADHYAY] ABP LIVE

02 November] 2021
Pranay Upadhyay is an ABP News correspondent-

COP26 Summit-
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tyok;q ifjorZu (Climate Change) ds eqís ij fczVsu ds 

XykLxks esa gks jgs COP26 oSf’od eaFku ds eap ls ç/kkuea=h 

ujsaæ eksnh (PM Narendra Modi) us etcwrh ls Hkkjr ds 

ladYiksa dks trkus ds lkFk gh eq[kj ygts esa vc rd bl eqís ij 

gqbZ oknkf[kykfQ;ksa dks Hkh mtkxj fd;k- ih,e eksnh us rRdky 

,d fVªfy;u M‚yj ds DykbesV Qkbusal dks”k dks cukus ij cy 

fn;k- ogha csgrj Hkfo”; ds fy, ykbQ ;kuh ykbQLVkby Q‚j 

,aouZesaV dk Hkh ea= fn;k- bruk gh ugha mUgksaus igyh ckj Hkkjr 

dks 2070 rd usV dkcZu&thjks vFkZO;oLFkk cukus dk Hkh cM+k 

,syku fd;k-

ih,e eksnh us dgk fd 
Hkkjr nqfu;k dh dsoy 17 
Qhlnh vkcknh dk çfrfuf/
kRo djrk gS- ysfdu oSf’od 
dkcZu mRltZu esa mldh 
fgLlsnkjh dsoy 5 çfr’kr 
gS fQj Hkh Hkkjr us 2015 ds 
isfjl le>kSrs esa fd, oknksa 
dk bZekunkjh ls ikyu fd;k 
gS- isfjl esa trk, Hkkjr ds 
ladYiksa esa btkQk djrs gq, 
ih,e us ,syku fd;k fd Hkkjr 
2030 rd vc 500 xhxkokV fctyh mRiknu xSjikjaifjd ÅtkZ lalk/kuksa ls djsxk- blds vykok vius 
ÅtkZ feDl esa 50 Qhlnh rd v{k; ÅtkZ lalk/kuksa dks cuk,xk- /;ku jgs fd Hkkjr us 2015 esa 2030 
rd igys 175 xhxkokV vkSj fQj 450 xhxkokV fctyh mRiknu xSj ikjaifjd ÅtkZ lalk/kuksa ls djus 
dk y{; j[kk Fkk- lkFk gh ,uthZ feDl esa xSj Q‚fly ¶;wy dh fgLlsnkjh 40 Qhln rd ys tkus dk 
VkxsZV r; fd;k x;k Fkk- 

d‚i 26 cSBd esa Hkkjr us lEHkkfor dkcZu mRltZu esa 2030 rd 1 fcfy;u Vu dh dVkSrh dk Hkh 
,syku fd;k- lkFk gh isfjl esa Hkkjr us viuh vFkZO;oLFkk dh dkcZu baVsaflVh esa 2005 Lrj ls 33&35 
çfr’kr dVkSrh dh ?kks”k.kk dks Hkh vc c<kdj 45 çfr’kr djus dk ,syku fd;k gS- fons’k lfpo   g”kZo/
kZu J`axyk us dgk fd ç/kkuea=h ds Hkk”k.k ds lkFk Hkkjr us vius gh iwoZ ?kksf”kr ladYiksa dks vkSj vf/
kd c<+k;k gS- ;g tyok;q ifjorZu dbZ pqukSrh ds çfr Hkkjr dh xEHkhjrk fn[krk gS-

;g QSlyk fdlh ds ncko esa ugha
ns’k lfpo us dgk fd Hkkjr us ;g QSlyk fdlh ds ncko esa ugha fy;k gS- cfYd vkus okyk le; ;g 
crk,xk fd Hkkjr us vius ihd rd igqapus ls igys gh usV dkcZu dk y{; r; dj fy;k gS- 

egRoiw.kZ gS fd nqfu;k ds dbZ ns’kksa us 2050 rd usV dkcZu thjks dh ckr dh gS- nqfu;k esa 

dkcZu mRltZu ds ekeys esa phu us 2060 rd usV thjks dk y{; ?kksf”kr fd;k Fkk- gkykafd 

d‚i26 ds Hkk”k.k esa ih,e us bl ckr dks iqjtksj rjhds ls mBk;k fd tyok;q ifjorZu ds eqís 

ij nqfu;k ds dbZ ns’kksa us vc rd vius oknksa dks iwjk ugha fd;k gS-
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mUgksaus nks Vwds dgk fd vc rd bl oSf’od leL;k ls fuiVus ds fy, gqbZ dkjZokbZ [kks[kyh lkfcr 
gqbZ gS- oSf’od eap ls iwjh csckdh ds lkFk eksnh us dgk fd dkjZokbZ mu ns’kksa ds f[kykQ gksuh pkfg, 
ftUgksaus DyhesV Qkbusaflax ds vius okns iwjs ugha fd, gSa- mUgksaus DykbesV Qkbusaflax ds fy, ekud 
cuk, tkus dk Hkh vkxzg fd;k- 

çfro”kZ 100 vjc M‚yj dh DykbesV Qkbusaflax miyC/k djkus dk y{;
/;ku jgs fd fodflr ns’kksa dh rjQ ls çfro”kZ 100 vjc M‚yj dh DykbesV Qkbusaflax miyC/k djkus 
dk y{; j[kk x;k Fkk- rkfd fodkl’khy ns’k gfjr rduhdksa dks viuk ldsa- gkykafd 2016 esa vesfjdk 
ds isfjl le>kSrs ls ckgj gks tkus ds ckn ls ;g çfØ;k gh yM+[kM+k xbZ Fkh- ogha tyok;q ifjorZu 
ij vesfjdh jk”Vªifr tks ckbMu ds ladYiksa ds ckotwn muds vius gh [kses esa 1 fVªfy;u M‚yj ds 
baÝkLVªDpj fcy vkSj 3-5 fVªfy;u M‚yj ds DyhesV psat fcy dks ysdj erHksn gSa- 

d‚i&26 cSBd esa ih,e eksnh us Hkkjr ds lkaL—frd laLdkjksa esa i;kZoj.k laj{k.k dk gokyk 

nsrs gq, dgk fd Hkkjr bl oSf’od pqukSrh ls eqdkcys esa iwjk ;ksxnku djus vkSj lc ds lkFk 

feydj dke djus ds fy, rS;kj gS-

ih,e us fn;k ykbQ dk ea=

Hkkjrh; ç/kkuea=h us tyok;q ifjorZu dh pqukSrh ls fuiVus vkSj csgrj Hkfo”; 

ds fy, ykbQ ;kuh ykbQLVkby Q‚j ,aouZesaV ;k i;kZoj.k fe= thou’kSyh dks 

oSf’od vkanksyu cukus dk Hkh vkºoku fd;kA

 blds rgr lalk/kuksa dh cckZnh dh ctk, muds mfpr vkSj fdQk;rh bLrseky ij tksj nsus] lkFk gh 
ifjogu ls ysdj jkstejkZ bLrseky ds leku] g‚fLiVSfyVh ls ysdj çkS|ksfxdh rd gj {ks= esa ltx 
p;u fd;k tk,- ;kuh t:jr ds vk/kkj ij pquko fd;k tk,- ih,e eksnh us dgk fd blls u dsoy 
tyok;q ifjorZu ij ncko de gksxk cfYd lalk/kuksa dk Hkh csgrj bLrseky lEHko gksxk-

fo’ocSad vkdyu ds eqrkfcd ;fn rRdky dne u mBk, x, rks 2050 rd nqfu;k esa dpjs dk cks> 
70 Qhln c<+ tk;sxk- ogha ;g Hkh lp gSa fd 16 çfr’kr vkcknh okys fodflr ns’k 34 Qhlnh ls 
vf/kd dpjs ds fy, ftEesnkj gSa- ;kuh bu ns’kksa esa miHkksx dh thou’kSyh bLrseky ls T;knk cckZnh 
dj jgh gS- LokHkkfod rkSj ij bldk [kkfe;ktk fodk’khy ns’kksa dks mBkuk iM+ jgk gS-
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egRoiw.kZ gS fd nqfu;k ds dbZ 
ns’kksa us 2050 rd usV dkcZu 
thjks dh ckr dh gS- nqfu;k 

esa dkcZu mRltZu ds ekeys esa 
phu us 2060 rd usV thjks dk 
y{; ?kksf”kr fd;k Fkk- gkykafd 
d‚i26 ds Hkk”k.k esa ih,e us bl 
ckr dks iqjtksj rjhds ls mBk;k 
fd tyok;q ifjorZu ds eqís ij 
nqfu;k ds dbZ ns’kksa us vc rd 
vius oknksa dks iwjk ugha fd;k gS
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Xyklxks esa ih,e ujsaæ 
eksnh us nqfu;k dks 
fn[kk;k vlyh DykbesV 
psat D;k gS

SANDIPAN SHARMA] TV9 BHARATVARSH

02 November] 2021
Sandipan Sharma is a journalist-
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Xyklxks (Glasgow) dh COP26 Xykscy DykbesV lfeV ¼Global Climate Summit½ esa 

ih,e ujsaæ eksnh ¼PM Narendra Modi½ us nqfu;k ds lkeus tyok;q ij ikap ea= fn,A 

ftUgsa mUgksaus iapke`r dgkA 

Hkkjrh; ijaijk esa ve`r mls dgrs gSa tks thou nsrk gS- ogha] iapke`r ikap ehBs inkFkksaZ dk feJ.k gksrk 
gS] tks iwtk&vpZuk ds nkSjku nsorkvksa dks vfiZr fd;k tkrk gS- ih,e eksnh blls csgrj ‘kCn ugha pqu 
ldrs Fks- gekjh tyok;q ds laj{k.k vkSj cpko ds fy, ih,e eksnh ds ikapksa ea= f’k[kj lEesyu ds 
fy, ve`r tSls gh Fks] ftlesa dksbZ y{; gkfly gksrk ugha fn[k jgk Fkk] D;ksafd fodflr ns’k vlyh 
pqukSfr;ksa ls ges’kk cprs jgs gSa vkSj muesa çfrc)rk dh Hkkjh deh fn[krh gS-

ih,e eksnh ds Hkk”k.k ls egt ,d fnu igys fczfV’k ç/kkuea=h cksfjl t‚ulu us lfeV ds vlQy 
gksus dh psrkouh nh Fkh- th&20 d‚UÝsal esa nks fnu dh ppkZ ds ckn t‚ulu us dgk Fkk fd f’k[kj 
lEesyu esa ckr vkxs c<+rh ugha fn[krh vkSj blds lQy gksus dh laHkkouk Hkh 10 esa ls 6 gh gS-

ih,e eksnh us lfeV dks usr`Ro] fn’kk vkSj mEehnsa nha

fujk’kk ds bl ekgkSy esa ih,e eksnh us lfeV dks usr`Ro] fn’kk vkSj mEehnsa nha- mUgksaus lky 

2070 rd usV&thjks bfe’kal dk dfeVesaV fd;kA fodkl esa if’peh fodflr ns’kksa ls n’kdksa 

ihNs gksus ds ckotwn Hkkjr us cgqr cM+h ?kks”k.kk dj nh gSA

tcfd fodkl dh Åapkb;ksa dks gkfly djus ds fy, Hkkjr esa lky nj lky ÅtkZ dh t:jr c<+us 
dk vuqeku gS- ih,e eksnh us nqfu;k dks fn[kk fn;k fd Hkkjr tSlk fodkl’khy ns’k flQZ vius fy, 
ugha] cfYd lcds fy, lkspus dks rS;kj gS-

if’peh ns’kksa vkSj phu ds fy, ;g ,d pkSadkus okyk lans’k gS- ftUgksaus vius O;kikfjd fgrksa dks 
roTtksg nsrs gq, oSf’od rkieku o`f) dks 1-5 lsaVhxzsM ls uhps j[kus ds mik; djus ls budkj dj 
fn;k gS- nqfu;k esa lcls T;knk çnw”k.k QSykus okys ;s ns’k vius ykyp vkSj LokFkZ ds fy, gh tkus 
tkrs gSa- mu ij vkykspukvksa dk Hkh dksbZ [kkl vlj ugha fn[kk gS-

DykbesV psat ^lsafVesaV vkSj dfeVesaV* Hkh gS

ih,e eksnh us mUgsa fn[kk;k fd tyok;q ifjorZu ds elys ij çfrc)rk dk eryc D;k gksrk 

gS- tcfd ÅtkZ ds lcls cM+s lzksr ds rkSj ij dks;ys ij viuh fuHkZjrk de djus esa Hkkjr 

dks vHkh yack oä yxsxkA 
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LoPN ÅtkZ ds nwljs u, lzksr dk fodkl vHkh tkjh gS vkSj blds fy, t:jh mRiknu rduhd 
vkSj HkaMkj.k {kerk esa Hkkjh fuos’k dh t:jr gksxh- blds vykok] phu dh ftn ds dkj.k Hkkjr dks 
U;wfDy;j lIyk;lZ xzqi ls ckgj j[kk x;k gS- ftlls bZa/ku ds lkQ vkSj lLrs lzksrksa rd Hkkjr dh 
igqap de gks xbZ gS- vkiwfrZ dh ikcafn;ksa vkSj ekax esa csrgk’kk rsth dh bl i`”BHkwfe esa eksnh }kjk 
usV&thjks fjfLVªD’kal dk dfeVesaV ,d lkgfld igy gS-

gkykafd] vkykspd bls ;g jax nsus dh dksf’k’k dj ldrs gSa fd Hkkjr 2070 rd usV&thjks bfe’kal 
gkfly djus dh ;kstuk cuk jgk gS tcfd vesfjdk vkSj ;wjksi us blls nks n’kd igys dh le; lhek 
r; dh gS- ysfdu] ;g fodflr ns’kksa dh cjkcjh dh jkg idM+ pqds Hkkjr ds fy, lcls fj;fyfLVd 
VkjxsV gS] tcfd nqfu;k ds dkcZu QqVfçaV esa Hkkjr dk ;ksxnku T;knk ugha jgk gS- tSlk fd ih,e eksnh 
us [kqn crk;k fd oSf’od vkcknh esa tgka Hkkjr dk fgLlk 17 çfr’kr gS] ogha Xykscy bfe’kal esa mldh 
fgLlsnkjh flQZ 5 çfr’kr gS- Hkkjr dh tula[;k vHkh c<+ jgh gS- ,sls esa ns’k dh mtkZ&vko’;drkvksa 
esa dVkSrh djuk eqf’dy gksxk- ysfdu] eksnh us lkQ fd;k fd Hkkjr vius oknksa ij iwjh rjg vfMx 
gS] D;ksafd DykbesV psat flQZ ,d f’k[kj lEesyu ugha gS] cfYd ^lsafVesaV vkSj dfeVesaV* Hkh gS-

Hkkjr 2030 rd Dyhu&xzhu vFkZ dk vge iM+ko gkfly djsxk
ih,e eksnh us fodflr ns’kksa dks bl ekSds ij muds vk/ks&v/kwjs oknksa dh Hkh ;kn fnykbZ- bu ns’kksa ls 
vihy dh fd oks tyok;q ifjorZu ij vius djkj dks iwjk djus ds fy, T;knk ls T;knk fuos’k djsa- 
orZeku ls djhc 10 xquk rd vf/kd- lkFk gh] mUgksaus mudh tokcnsgh r; djus dk vkxzg fd;k] tks 
DykbesV psat ds ckjs esa ckr rks djrs gSa] ysfdu dke cgqr de djrs gSa- mUgksaus dgk fd Hkkjr Li”V 
:i ls ifjHkkf”kr y{; r; dj nqfu;k dks ,d jkLrk fn[kkus ds fy, rS;kj gS-

ih,e eksnh us bl ekeys esa pkj vkSj ?kks”k.kk,a dj ubZ pqukSfr;ka fodflr ns’kksa ds lkeus j[k nha- 
usV&thjks bfe’kal ds Hkkjr ds y{; dh rjQ b’kkjk djrs gq, mUgksaus 2030 rd Dyhu&xzhu vFkZ dk 
vge iM+ko gkfly djus dk nkok fd;k- mUgksaus dgk fd 2030 rd Hkkjr viuh u‚u&Q‚fly ,uthZ 
dh {kerk dks 500 xhxko‚V rd igqapk,xk- fjU;w,cy ,uthZ dh 50 Qhlnh t:jrksa dks iwjk djsxk- 
dkcZu bfe’kal ,d fcfy;u Vu rd de djsxk vkSj viuh bdksu‚eh ds eqrkfcd dkcZu baVsaflVh dks 
45 Qhlnh rd de djsxk-

;s y{; isfjl esa vk;ksftr fiNyh lfeV esa fy, x, lHkh ladYi ls dgha T;knk gSa- buls Li”V gS 
fd Hkkjr pj.kc) rjhds ls bl ladV dk fuokj.k djsxk vkSj ,d n’kd ls Hkh de le; esa bldh 
miyfC/k;ka fn[kuh ‘kq: gks tk,axh- bl lanHkZ esa] mRltZu esa ,d vjc Vu dh dVkSrh djus dh çfrc)
rk ,sfrgkfld gS] D;ksafd bl le; blesa gj lky yxHkx ikap Qhlnh dh o`f) gks jgh gS-

Hkkjr dk iapke`r /kjrh eka dks vfiZr gS

o”kksaZ ls fodflr ns’k DykbesaV psat ds elys ij gksus okyh cgl esa prqjkbZ fn[kkdj ,dkf/kdkj gkfly 
dj pqds gSa- fodkl dh Åapkb;ksa rd igqapus ds ckn Hkh gok esa Vuksa i‚Y;wVsaV NksM+dj mYVk oks nwljs 
ns’kksa dks mins’k nsrs jgrs gSa- vius fodkl vkSj Q‚fly ¶;wy ij fuHkZjrk dh etcwfj;ksa ds dkj.k gh 
vc rd ckdh nqfu;k us muds ik[kaM dks cnkZ’r fd;k gS-
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ysfdu] eksnh us fodkl’khy ns’kksa dk usr`Ro djrs gq, Li”V :i ls crk;k fd Hkkjr r; le;&lhek 
esa D;k dj ldrk gS- ;g dfeVesaV ls Hkkxus okys mu i‚Y;wVlZ dks pqi dj nsxk] tks Hkkjr ls ,d 
Li”V le; lhek fu/kkZfjr djus ds fy, dg jgs Fks- Hkkjr us fodkl ls le>kSrk fd, fcuk ,slk dj 
fn[kk;k gS- ih,e eksnh dk #[k vc nqfu;k ds fy, ,d Li”V [kkdk rS;kj djsxk fd tyok;q ds fy, 
çfrc) jgrs gq, Hkh larqfyr fodkl dSls fd;k tk,] ftlls vkus okyh ihf<+;ksa ds fy, ,d csgrj 
nqfu;k NksM+h tk lds- eksnh us Hkkjr dk iapke`r ekuork dh lcls cM+h nsoh – /kjrh ekrk – dks vfiZr 
fd;k gS- nqfu;k dks bldk ikyu djuk pkfg,-

fujk’kk ds bl ekgkSy esa ih,e 
eksnh us lfeV dks usr`Ro] fn’kk 
vkSj mEehnsa nha- mUgksaus lky 
2070 rd usV&thjks bfe’kal 
dk dfeVesaV fd;kA fodkl esa 
if’peh fodflr ns’kksa ls n’kdksa 
ihNs gksus ds ckotwn Hkkjr us 
cgqr cM+h ?kks”k.kk dj nh gSA
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Climate: India 
throws down the 
gauntlet

BAIJAYANT ‘JAY’ PANDA, HINDUSTAN TIMES

05 November, 2021
Baijayant ‘Jay’ Panda is national vice-
president, BJP.
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has bucked tradition, offered solutions to the 
ongoing climate summit in Glasgow

Well before world leaders gathered in Glasgow this week for the Conference 
of the Parties (COP26) climate summit, there was already a familiar ring 
to what has become an annual ritual. It involved various actors, including 
politicians, activists and celebrities, continuing to pose as they have for 
decades without making real progress. Except that this time there was a 
twist, with India departing from the script in a significant way.

An essential part of the rituals is the pontification by rich countries, the 
greatest cumulative contributors to humanity’s carbon footprint. Their 
stance that they could do only so much to alleviate it and that the developing 
world, especially China and India, had to do much more of the heavy lifting, 
is by now a well-established trope.

They insist on holding developing nations accountable for their gross carbon 
emissions, since these are now approaching or exceeding those of the rich 
countries. But here, too, there are vast differences among such nations. 
China, for instance, has already been the world’s largest emitter of CO2 for 
15 years, and now accounts for more than 25% of global emissions. India, 
with a similar population of 17% of all humanity, still accounts for only 5% of 
global emissions. By contrast, the United States (US), with only a fourth of 
India’s population, emits twice as much.

The pressure on developing nations to do more has traditionally been 
countered with the fundamental equity argument — if each person on earth 
is equal, then it is the per capita carbon footprints that must be the basis for 
multilateral commitments on the path forward. If that equity argument were 
to prevail fully, rich countries would have to far more drastically cut down 
their emissions to reach an acceptable per capita level, while developing 
ones would have an easier trajectory towards the same.

Many activists support the former, though not the latter, arguing that giving 
much leeway to developing nations would lead to catastrophic delays in 
reining in the earth’s rising temperatures. But activists have no panacea to 
offer the billions of human beings in such nations who are still deprived 
of some of the basics of modern existence — electricity and running water 
among them — and are clamouring for them.

An equitable path forward to reaching the vaunted net-zero milestone would 
require two critical components. First, technology. An example is the global 
surge in electric vehicles, though still in its infancy, triggered by Elon Musk. 
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This, and other such major shifts in the global economy powered by new 
technologies, is key to the road ahead.

Second, and equally if not more importantly, is for developing nations to 
have access to these technologies and to funding. Without that, no matter 
how you slice the pie, there is no equitable way for the global poor to avail 
of basic needs without their per capita emissions skyrocketing.

Rich nations have been found wanting on all the key components of 
building the road to net-zero — whether it is sticking to their own earlier 
commitments to cut emissions, prioritising green technologies, or living up 
to their promises to help developing nations with technology and funding.

Traditionally, India too had stuck to the equity argument, while nevertheless 
committing to reducing emissions incrementally. There has been a two-fold 
change in the Narendra Modi era.

ONE, IN HIS FIRST TERM, THE MODI GOVERNMENT SHIFTED 
GEARS DRAMATICALLY ON GREEN ENERGY. WITHOUT WAITING 
FOR SIGNIFICANT HANDOUTS FROM RICH NATIONS, INDIA MOVED 
FROM EARLIER YEARS OF PIOUS INTENTIONS TO A DETERMINED 
THRUST ON ACTUALLY BUILDING MASSIVE SOLAR GENERATION. 
IT IS NOW FOURTH IN THE WORLD AND CONTINUES TO GROW 
RAPIDLY. THAT HAS FORCED A CERTAIN GRUDGING PUBLIC 
ADMIRATION FROM THE REST OF THE WORLD, FOR INSTANCE BY 
US CLIMATE CZAR, JOHN KERRY.

The second phase of the Modi years began with partnering the United 
Kingdom (UK) on the Green Grids: One Sun, One World, One Grid initiative, 
and is now gradually morphing into India taking on a globally influential 
leadership role.

This was on full display in Glasgow, with the prime minister committing 
India to a target of net-zero by 2070, and even more importantly, spelling out 
a detailed road map for it. This has come in for high praise from experts. 
For instance Rathin Roy, managing director of the London-based think tank, 
Overseas Development Institute, has called it “pragmatic, in a COP otherwise 
marked by bluster and artifice.”

This throwing down of the gauntlet by India is a watershed moment, made 
all the more stark by China’s leadership not even bothering to grace the 
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occasion in person. That, along with rich nations’ continuing stinginess 
and irresolution, has pitched India, and especially Modi, as a key influencer 
among those shaping the global response to the climate crisis.

The climate domain is full of Utopian idealists who advocate radical, 
immediate changes, without viable transition strategies until there are cost-
effective alternatives. Apart from its impracticality, a huge cost in human 
suffering would ensue. It is also full of hypocritical elites who personally 
flout every low-carbon footprint rule that they preach and seek to impose 
on others.

The world needs more pragmatic figures committed to both equity as well 
as tough but practical changes, with a commitment to specific timelines. 
India is beginning to show the way towards this.



FOR MANY DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, CLIMATE CHANGE 
IS LOOMING LARGE OVER THEIR 
EXISTENCE. WE HAVE TO TAKE 
BIG STEPS TODAY TO SAVE THE 
WORLD. THIS IS THE NEED OF 
THE HOUR AND THIS WILL ALSO 
PROVE THE RELEVANCE OF 
THIS FORUM. I AM CONFIDENT 
THAT THE DECISIONS TAKEN 
IN GLASGOW WILL SAVE THE 
FUTURE OF OUR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS, GIVING THEM 
THE GIFT OF A SECURE AND 
PROSPEROUS LIFE.

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA 
MODI AT COP26 SUMMIT IN 
GLASGOW, 01 NOVEMBER, 2021

“
“



Asia’s largest, 750 MW Solar Project in Rewa, Madhya Pradesh 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 10 July, 2020




